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PREFACE,

THI1s work began with the preparation of a short paper on
the early teaching of medical students in Manchester, and with
no thought of book-making. Interest in the subject, however,
widened my enquiries, and led to the collection of notes
which I now publish at the request of many friends.

The present time, when the removal of the Royal Infirmary
from its Piccadilly site, where it has existed for close on 150
years, is about to take place, certainly seems appropriate for
giving a collected account of the lives and work of some of the
Physicians and Surgeons who were on the Honorary Medical
Staff of the Hospital. The period of the Hospital's existence
from its foundation in 1752 to the time when it received the
Royal patronage, and became the Royal Infirmary in 1830, has
been chosen because information concerning the medical men
who lived in it is very scattered, and difficult of access, whereas
fairly complete biographies of those members of the staff
appointed to the Infirmary after 1830, who are no longer alive,
are to be found in the medical and lay papers.

No one knows better than I do, how scrappy many of the
notes are, but, as I have found in the preparation of this book
that a few facts are better than none, | have no hesitation in
offering all that I know for the benefit of others who may do
better work. I have given very full references in the text to my
sources of information, but should like to acknowledge here, how
useful I found Dr. Renaud’s Short History of the Manchester
Royal Infirmary in my work. Its most interesting account of
the rise and progress of the hospital, taken from the official
minute books, can be read by all with great pleasure.

Since this work went to press Dr. Cullingworth's address
on Charles White has been published, with additions, in book
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The entry of this in the Annals of the College

is as follows :—
Mr. Wuite, EXTRA LICENTIATE.

Comitiis Electorum, 25th July, 1733.
Present: Sir Hans Sloane, FPreses; Dr. Robinson, Dr. Hawys,

Dr. Plumptre, Elects.
“ Mr. Thomas White, of Manchester, in the County Palatine

“of Lancaster, was examined as an Extra-Licentiate, and approved.
“He had letters, testimonials, signed and sealed by the FPresident
“and Elects above-named at the same time.”

He married Rosamond Bower—a member of a
well-known Manchester family, her brother Jeremy
being a hatter in a considerable line of business.

He lived for a time (1773 Directory) at 54, King
Street, and during the latter part of his life at the
Priory, Sale, where he died July 2o0th, 1776, aged 8o.
In the grounds of the estate his son erected a
monument to his memory. It was at the end of a
picturesque grove of trees, overlooking the valley of
the Mersey towards Stretford. It still exists in a
dilapidated condition as a pillar of red sandstone,
about 12 feet high, and faces the direction of
Dr. White’s bridge over the canal. The following
inscription was cut on it:—

“To the memory of Dr. Thomas White, who,
after acquiring prominence in his profession, retired

from its honours and emoluments, to enjoy in rural
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tranquility the pursuits of knowledge. Serene and
cheerful through the declining periods of life, he
attained the eighty-first year of his age with faculties
unimpaired, and died July 20, 1776. The grove
which he planted and reared is now in its maturity,
Consecrated to his revered name by his only Son,
Charles White, who erected this monument A.n. 1790.”

White's Bridge, that is the bridge over the Al-
trincham Railway, at Dane Road, Sale, was so-called
because it was close to the Priory where Dr. White
lived.

Dr. Thomas White had only one son, Charles
White, and two daughters, Sarah and Elizabeth, the
latter of whom died in early childhood.

He is buried in Ashton-on-Mersey Church.

Five papers by Dr. White remain, and show him
to have been an unusually able and enlightened
medical man for the time in which he lived.

In a passage in Charles White's work on the
management of pregnant and lying-in women, we
are told that many of the innovations which he
introduced in the treatment of these cases were
founded on facts derived from his father's experience
of more than fifty years, as well as upon his own.

From this it is not unfair to assume that Thomas






RICHARD EDWARD HALL.

Surgeon Extraordinary to the Infirmary, 1752 to 1793
Ricuarp Epwarp, a son of Edward Hall, of Cranage,
was born October 11th, 1703, at Warmington. There
is very little recorded of his professional career, but
we are told that he studied physick and surgery
under Dr. Clayton, of Manchester, and began to
practice in the town, “By his great skill and
amiable qualities he soon obtained a very extensive
business in his own and several neighbouring counties.
He died after a life of the most unsullied honour
and reputation.”

He lived at one time in a “post and petrel,”
or black-and-white house in Deansgate, at the corner
of Bridge Street.

Towards the end of his life he moved to a
country house, or farm, at Moss Side, where the
Whalley Hotel at Brooks' Bar now stands, which
came to him, with his wife Grace Wall, who was a
daughter of the Rev. John Wall, Vicar of Rostherne.

He died September 13th, 1793, aged go, and
was buried in the Collegiate Church, between the
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chantry and the north aisle of the choir, 1 have
found no medical works of his.

Like many other of the gentry of Manchester,
Richard Edward Hall was a Jacobite, and is said
to have entertained the young Pretender when the
rebels were in the town in 1745 and also during
Prince Charles Edward's mythical visit of the previous
year. The story goes that the young Pretender
stayed for some weeks, in disguise, at Ancoats Hall,
the home of the Mosleys, so that he could watch
events in London and be ready to strike his blow
as soon as occasion offered. The Stuart papers do
not yield any evidence to shew that the 1744 visit
was really paid, and the whole story is dependent
on the statement of a servant girl, who said she
recognised the Prince when entering Manchester at
the head of his men, as being the same gentleman
who had stayed the previous year at Ancoats Hall.
But though Hall was a Jacobite at heart, he was
not prepared to risk life or property in support of
a cause which he, with many others of his way of
thinking, saw to be hopeless, and no mention of him
occurs in the diaries or records of the time as
actively supporting the “King over the water.” In

Miss Elizabeth (or *“Beppy”) Byrom's interesting and












EDWARD HALL.
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aged 60, and was buried in the family grave in
the Collegiate Church.

On his death it was written of Edward Hall:
“As an expert and successful operator few surgeons
“have exceeded him. Courteous in his manners,
“cheerful and engaging as a companion, sincere and
““yaluable as a friend, society in him lost a most
“ excellent member.”

Edward Hall, like his father, was a Jacobite, but
too young to give active expression to his sympathies
and get into mischief as many young fellows did, by
joining the Manchester Regiment, raised to support
the young Pretender in 1745. At this date he would
be only about thirteen or fourteen, and we read
nothing of him in the records of the time.

It was not until the beginning of last century
that it became known in Manchester that Edward
Hall had been the chief, if not the only actor, in a
Jacobite incident, which greatly excited the town in
1749. As a consequence of their joining the troops
which followed Prince Charles Edward several of the
officers of the Manchester Regiment were hanged and
quartered in 1746, and as a -warning to any fellow
townsman of the rewards of disloyalty to the reigning

house, the heads of Thomas Deacon (the son of
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Dr. Deacon, who had a small practice in the town),
and Thomas Syddall were sent down to Manchester
to be spiked in a public place; and we read in the
Constables’ Accounts of the town for that time
that a sum of one-and-sixpence was paid to the
constable for his expenses for attending on the
Sheriff when the heads were fixed on the OId
Exchange. The heads remained exposed until 1749
when they suddenly disappeared one night, and the
man in the street, or his eighteenth century equiva-
lent, was provided with a mystery which was not
dispelled for about a hundred years. It was Edward
Hall who removed them, by running out a plank
from Mrs. Raffald’s coffee house, adjoining the
Exchange, and once secured, he buried them in his
father's garden. He was about eighteen years old
at the time, a Jacobite and a medical student. What
more need be said as to the probability of the truth
of the story? The manner in which this story was
revealed is rather romantic. In 1828, when Edward
Hall's last sister Frances was dying, she told Dr.
James Lomax Bardsley, who attended her profession-
ally, the above facts about the Jacobite skulls, and
indicated the exact spot in the garden where they

were buried. She asked Dr. Bardsley to promise
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appointment which caused considerable stir in the
town, a senior man, Mr. Starkie (who was an appren-
tice of Charles White’s in 1759) having wished
to apply for the post himself. Accusations of nepotism
were made against the Halls and Whites, and a
rather acrimonious correspondence ensued. (See Mr.
Burchall).

In 1790 Hall resigned his position on the
Infirmary staff, with his brother and other colleagues,
as a protest against the increase in its numbers.
In this same year he helped in the founding of the
Manchester and Salford Lying-in Charity, and both
by his personal exertions amongst his many and
influential friends, and by his own liberal benefactions,
he contributed greatly to its advancement. .

As a surgeon, we are told, his method of operating
was distinguished by dexterity and neatness. As an
accoucheur, he had an extensive and highly respect-
able practice, and was very successful in it. In his
private notes he says that he attended 3,800 lying-in
cases.

During the course of his practice he inoculated
thousands for the smallpox, and is said never to
have lost a single patient from the inoculation.

“The great and merited reputation he obtained
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among the higher ranks of the community in the
obstetric art justly entitle him to be held forth as
an example to the younger members of the pro-
fession. A conduct uniformly decorous, gentleness and
delicacy of behaviour, and strict purity of morals,
are essentially necessary to engage the confidence
and conciliate the esteem of persons of education and
sensibility. Few possessed these amiable qualities,
so requisite for distinguished success, in a greater
degree than Mr. Richard Hall.”

Richard Hall was Surgeon to the Royal Man-
chester and Salford Volunteer Corps—an office which
was in his hands no sinecure. Not only did he treat
the men when they were ill, but he undertook,
gratuitously, the medical care of their wives and
families, and he was liberal to those needing help.
In 1800 he was presented with a silver cup by the
officers of the regiment in token of their sense of
his unremitting attention in the service of the corps.

He died (unmarried) on Thursday, June 4th, 1801,
aged 49, and was buried with military honours in
the Collegiate Church.

He was one of the original members of the
Literary and Philosophical Society. He lived in King

Street most of his life, and was in good circum-
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to who was the rightful King of England, Byrom
being the leading Jacobite of the town, and Main-
waring a loyalist and a Justice of the Peace.

In 1731 he married at Ashton-upon-Mersey, Ann,
daughter of Dr. Robert Malyn, who was in practice
in Manchester in a considerable way.

It is not untii we come to 1745 that we get
interesting glimpses of the part Mainwaring played
in the stirring events of the period, and we are
indebted to Byrom’s daughter, Miss Elizabeth, or
“ Beppy,” Byrom for these. In her brightly written
diary she gives a vivid account of what she knew
of the events of the Jacobite occupation of Man-
chester and Dr. Mainwaring is frequently mentioned,
at times to have fun poked at him for his dull
loyalist views, by the enthusiastic Jacobite girl.
Thus, we are told, *“Dr. Mainwaring goes about
frightening folks—namely, my Uncle and Aunt Ann,”
and that “he says that the rebels have done nothing
but what a rabble without a head might have done.”
This was in the days before the Highlanders passed
through on their ill-fated march towards London.

At a later date Miss Byram writes of the retreat
from Derby—* Dr. Mainwaring ordered the bellman

to go round and give notice to all the inhabitants
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of the town that they are desired to rise and arm
themselves with guns, swords, shovels, or any other
weapons, and go stop all the ends of the town to
prevent the rebels from coming for two hours, and
the King's forces will be up with them;” and *I
saw the doctor on horseback in the midst of the
mob encouraging them much and promising them to
send all the country in as he went (for he ran his
way as soon as he had done), and accordingly he
did, for all the country folk came in with scythes,
sickles, etc.” He also sent a party of townspeople
to Cheadle on a fruitless errand to destroy the ford
over the Mersey there. This would have prevented
the Jacobite troops from crossing the river and
returning by the most direct route to the North—
and have enabled the Duke of Cumberland, then
following closely in pursuit, to overtake them. The
troops, however, crossed the ford and came back to
Manchester, and Miss Byrom heard that a party of
them had been at Dr. Mainwaring’s house, and
“had been a little rough.” He lived at 12, King
Street part of his life, and probably at this time.
All too soon the last note comes on December 11th,
1745, “The bells are ringing, for they expect the
Duke of Cumberland every minute. Dr. Mainwaring
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is come home, he looks mighty gruff, he is gone
straight through the town to meet the Duke.”

There are many notes of the expenses incurred
by Dr. Mainwaring, as Justice of the Peace, in the
Manchester Constables’ accounts for the period, but
no information of any biographical value.

It was about seven years after these events that
the Infirmary was founded, and Dr. Mainwaring was
appointed as one of the original physicians. He
retired in 1778, and was made Physician Extra-
ordinary in 1782, when he presented many of his
books to the Trustees of the Infirmary. This was
the origin of the valuable library in the hospital.

He was elected President of the Literary and
Philosophical Society, on its foundation, as a tribute
of respect to his past work and great age—he must
have then been about eighty-seven. This office he
held for one year, sharing the honour with Mr. James
Massey.

He died on December 3oth, 1785, and in Harrop's
Manchester Mercury, January 3rd, 1786, it says:—
“Last Friday died, in the ogist year of his age,
Peter Mainwaring, M.D., of this town. A gentleman
highly respected for his integrity and public services

in the line of his profession, and as a magistrate
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Very little information can be found concerning
Dr. Kay. He is briefly referred to in a diary kept
by his cousin, part of which was printed recently
for private circulation, with the title “A Lancashire
doctor’s diary, 1737 to 1750.” He was in practice
in Manchester in the year 1745 and was a loyalist.
At the approach of the Pretender, Kay, like most
of those loyalists as well as Jacobites, who could
manage it, left the town to avoid the rebels. He
went to his home at Bury on December 8th, 1745,
and thence with some of his relatives, one a doctor,

to Rossendale, to raise the loyal people.

We are told that Kay had a great love for
horses, and possessed a stud farm on the hills not
more than a couple of miles off Manchester. * Here
the learned doctor sought refreshment from the fatigues
of his medical duties, and renewed vigour from the

dry and bracing air of the hill country.”

Dr. Kay is specially interesting to Manchester
medical men as being the first physician in the town
to prescribe cod-liver oil internally, not, however, for

phthisis, but for chronic rheumatism.

Dr. Darbey, writing in 1782, says:—‘ About ten

years since an accidental circumstance discovered to
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us a remedy, which has been used with the greatest
success, for this complaint, but is very little known
in any county except Lancashire: it is the cod, or
ling liver oil—Qleum jecoris aselli. A woman who
laboured under the most excruciating rheumatism,
and was an out-patient of this infirmary, being ad-
vised to rub her joints with the oil, was advised to
take it, at the same time internally. A few weeks
restored to her the use of her limbs, and she was
cured. However, little attention was paid to this case,
as it was supposed that the alteration of the weather,
and the medicines she had before taken, had caused
the cure. About a twelvemonth afterwards, her com-
plaints returned with double violence, and the same

remedy restored her to health again.”

“ Encouraged by this second recovery, Dr. Kay,
one of the physicians to the Infirmary, prescribed it
for other patients, in similar cases; and it answered
his most sanguine expectations. Since then it has
been used by the other physicians, with the greatest
success.”—(Letter written by Dr. Darbey (q.v.), in
1782, to Dr. Percival).

Kay died unmarried on the 23rd or 28th of
February, 1784, and was buried at Cross Street
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for his father had a considerable reputation for skill
in dealing with these cases, and indeed White, writing
in 1773, said that he had himself at that date had
over twenty-five years' experience of lying-in work.
In 1748 White was twenty years old, so he must
have begun his midwifery work well before he was
eighteen.

After being apprenticed to his father, Charles
White went to London, where he studied under
William Hunter, having John Hunter, with whom
he formed a life-long friendship, for a fellow student.

In later years John Hunter used to demonstrate
a specimen of “a dissection of an arm on which
the operation for the aneurism had been performed,”
prepared by White. The patient died in the Lunatic
Hospital connected with the Infirmary. The opera-
tion had been performed fourteen years before death
for a varicose aneurism, caused by an erratic
phlebotomy lancet. Writing at the time, White says,
“My friend, Doctor Hunter, has done me the honour
to give this preparation a place amongst his valuable
collections.”

After studying in London White went to Edin-
burgh for a winter and then returned home to help
his father.
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[t was not until 1762 that White received his
diploma of Member of the Corporation of Surgeons.
I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. W. B. Kebble,
Clerk to the Royal College of Surgeons, for the
following extract from the examination books of the
Corporation :—

“At a Court of Examiners, held at the Theatre,
18th February, 1762, Charles White (of Manchester)
Examined, and received the Grand Diploma.”

White thus became a member of the Corporation of
Surgeons. The word ¢Grand,” Mr. Kebble adds, was
generally used about this time (1762) in the title of
the diploma.

I have been unable to find the record of any
previous diploma, and so probably White began to
practise on the certificate granted to him for having
served the requisite term of apprenticeship to his
father, as was customary in his day in connection
with the various arts, crafts, and guilds. He did not
receive a Bishop's Licence from Chester.

It may be noted here that the surgeons were
not constituted as a Royal College until 1800, and
that White could not be correctly described as being
a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons until
this date.














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































