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THE FIRST KNOWN USE OF ETHER

AS A GENERAL ANASTHETIC

THE ANESTHETIST
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IN EUROPE

DUMFRIES AND CALLOWAY ROVAL IMFIRMARY 1846

IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN RECOGNISED THAT A CEMERAL
AMALETHETIC WAS FIRET USED IN A MAJOR OPERKTION
O THES SIDE DF THE ATLANTIC BY ROBERT LISTON THE
DHSTINGUISHED SURGEDM, DM DEC. 7L 146 AT LINIVERSITY
COLLECE HOGPITAL, LONDON

THE FOLLOWING TACTS WAVE JUST COME To LICHT
AMD IF THEY CAN BE CORRCBORATED AND AMPLEMD. IT
WILL BE ESTABLISHED THAT THE FIRST MAJCR CHERATION
HNDER A CENERAL ANASTHETIC WAS CARRIED OUT AT THE
DUMFRIES AMD CALLOWAY ROVAL INFIRMARY DURING THE
LATE AUTUMN OF 1846, AND FOSSIELY BEFDRE N, I

THE SURGEONS CONCERNED WERE JANES MELALCHLAN
AND WILLIAM SCOTT. THE ANESTHETIST WAS WILLIAM
FEASER. THMERE 1S PRESUMPTIVE E¥IDENCE THAT THE
OOERATION WAL THE AMPUTATION ©F A LEC. THE
AMESTHETIC AND THE OFERATION WIRE COMPLETELY
SUCCESSFUL.

FRASER WAS A MATIVE CF DUMPRIES AND A EHIPE
FURCEON. HE HAD MEARD GF MORTONS WORK WHILE WE
WAS IW BOETOW, AMD OW RETURMING 70O THIS COUNTRY
HE VISITED HIS NATIVE TOWN. 1T WAS WHILE HE WAS
COING ROUND: THE WARD oF THE INFIRMARY WITH
MELAUCHLAN AND SCOTT THAT THE OPPORTUNITY OCCLSRED
OF TRYIMNC GUT THE ETHER WHICH MORTOM HAD USED

THE SURGEONS
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