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HEE R L hm BB e DO R I B S B S

.LATING DRUGS

1. PRIMITIVE

The narcotic, stimulating and anslgesic
properties of certain drugs have bean Known
from the time of the earliest written records.
How much was known te prehistoric man
uncertain, but: same light i thrown on the
question by the customs and practices of
pri ve pecplas it Lhe modern world. Most
primitive peoples are fourd 1 be scouainted wmth
same guch drugs, &g kava in Melanesia, coce
in 5. America, peyot] in M. Amaerica peturi in
Australia hemp w1 Africa, whilst the use of
abcobhol 15 almost universal

The primary wse of these drige for plessure,
stimuslation s hallucination is generally associaced
with magico-religious and cersmonsal practices
In addition, homsver, their vse is recorded far
obtaining analgesiz er anacsthesia dur
sur-q)ical operations and chikdbeth,




