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THE APPARATUS FOR RENDERING SURGICAL OPERATIONS PAINLESS.

THE NEW MEANS FOR RENDERING SURGICAL
OFPERATIONS PAINLESS.

LasT weel, the first experiment was made in this country of employing the inha-
lation of the vapour of sulphur ether as o means of rendering surgical operations
painless. The application is of American origin, and was fivst introdnced, a faw
months sinee, by Dr. Morton, a dentist, of Boston, US., by whom it was commu-
nicated to Dr. Boott, of Gower-street, By this gentleman the discovery was
described, on the 17th of last month, to Mr. Robhinson, the surgeon-dentist, also of
Gower-street ; who, on the following day, operated upon a young lady thrown
into sleep by the inhalation, daring which a molar tooth was extracted from her
lower jaw.

The inhalation occupied a minnte and & half, and the patient's recovery from
sleep another minnte. Div. Boott questioned her respecting the tooth, and she
expressed her great surprise at finding that it was removed. She said that all
she had felt was merely a sensation of cold around the tooth, a sensation which
was eansed, perhaps, by the eoldness of the extracting instrument.

The apparatus employed consists of the lower part of Nooth's apparatus, with a_
flexible tube, to which are attached o ball and sockét valve and mouthpiece,
similar to those commonly used for inhalation. The apparntus has been con-
structed; by Mr. Hooper, of 7, Pall Mall East, acoording to Dy, Boott and My,
Robinson's instruetions : it is very elegant in appeavance, '

The apparatus has since heen successtully used in operations at King®s College
Hospital, by Mr. Fergusson ; and, on Thursday last, by Mr. Aston Key, at Guy’s
Hospital : among other cases was the vemoval of an abseess from the great toe of
n female : in this ease the means was not entively suceessful, for the patient
sereamed at the moment of the first incision of the instrument, but, on recovery
from the effects of the inhalation, was totally unconscious of the operation having
been performed. v

The annexed Engraving will best explain its details :—

1. Pad for mouth, to ba hald by the oparator.
2. Horizoatal vialve for the esoape of expired alr
3. Vertical flap valve,

4. Btop=cook.

5. Nasal spring.

6, Elnstie tube.

7. Glads vessel, with o smaller ona having picecs of spomge saturated with cther, and
having a small perforated stopper, to be opened when the apparmbas is in wse,

B. Sectional v of the pad, showing the mouth-piees,

The-full effect of the vapour is produced in from one to two or three minutes
gencrally, and, as soon as it is perceived, the operation is performed. If the
stop-eock shnts off the vapour, and it is wished to let the patient breathe air, the
nasal spring must be taken off.  In prolomged operations this may be fonnd de-
sivable ; and the inhalation of the ether may be renewed at the will of the ope-
rator, the nasal spring, of course, then being placed on the nose. '




