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¢¢ Death came driving after, and all to Duft pafh’d
« Kings and Cagfars, Knights and Popes.”

And I farther find that, feveral Years prior to
the Breaking out of this Plague at Bafil, the Idea
had even been carried into Execution ; for that
in 1384, a Death’s Dance had been painted at
Minden, in Weftphalia*: But, no fooner had
this Painting at Bafil been finifhed, and become,
as it very foon after did, univerfally celebrated
all over Europe, but the Dance of Death became
a very favourite Subje®, and was frequently
painted im public Buildings. The earlieft In-
ftance which has yet occurred, fubfequent to the
Painting at Bafil, is one which Mr. WarTon
mentions at Lubec, in the Portico of St. Mary’s
Church, painted in 1463; and of which Dr.
NUGENT, in his Travels, Vol. 1. P. 102, fpeak-
ing of Lubec, gives the following Account :

« But the moft noted Thing in St. Mary’s
« Church is the Painting called Death’s Dance, {o
« much talked of in all Parts of Germany. It
« was originally drawn in 1463, but the Figures
« were repaired at different Times, as in 1588,
¢ 1642, and laft of all in1701. Here you fee the
s Reprefentation of Death leading an Emperoz
“ in his imperial Robes, who with his other Hand

YWarton’s Hif, of Poctry, Vol 13. P. 54 + Ibid,
“ takes


















[ xiii ]

informs us, that HoLee1n, having arrived to a
great Degree of Perfetion in Painting, wasem-
ployed by a Magiftrate of Bafil to paint a Dauce
¢of Death in the Fifth-Market of that City, near
a Cemetery (by which he undoubtedly means
the Painting at Bafil, of which we have fo often
had Occafion to fpeak); that this Work added
much to his Reputation; after which he em-
ployed his Skill in reducing the original Fi-
gures into a fmall Size; and that he afterwards en-
graved them upon Wood, with a Delicacy and
Beauty not to be equalled. But unfortunately
Parirron here fpeaks without fufficient Atten-
tion ; for the Painting at Bafil, as may be learnt
from MERrR1AN’s Engravings before mentioned,
and on the Accuracy of which I am aflured by
an ingenious Friend, who lately examined them
_ with the Originals, 1 may rely, confifts of {ingle
Figures, each led by a Figure of Death, and fol-
lowing each other in order, {o as to form a long
Proceflion: The fame may be remarked of the
Painting at St. PauL’s ; and, for aught that ap-
pears to the contrary, of that at Lubec, and of
that at St. Innocent’s Church at Paris, and pro-
bably of all the ethers which we have noticed
above: Whereas the prefent Cuts confift of fe-
parate Compartments, each containing Groupes of
Figures, fo that the prefent Work is by no means
merely a Reduction in Size of the Painting at
Bafil, but is rather to be confidered as founded on

a the
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fhould be placed in the Year 1530, was printed
at Bafil, or Zuric, with a Title to each Cut,
and, as he believes, fome Verfes under each, all
in the German Language (but, that there was an
early Edition in Flemifh); and adds, that the
Book, having pafled over into France, was much ,
fought after by the Curious there ; fo thata Prin-
ter of Lyons was induced to purchafe the Blocks,
and that from them he printed feveral Editions in
Latin, French, and Italian.

Having thus accounted for the Exiftence of
the Book, and for its Arrival in France, it
remains to fpeak of the feveral Impreflions
which it there underwent. We have already
mentioned one, the earlieft which we know of,
printed in fmall Quarto, at Lyons, foalz I'Efiu
de Cologne, by MELcHIOR and GAsPAR TRECH-
SEL, in 1538: The Cutsin this Edition are
forty-three in Number, and no more; and
over each is, in Latin, a Paffage from either the
Old or New Teltament or Apocrypha, which, in
the prefent Publication, is given in Englifh, from
the T'ranflation of the Bible now in ufe. Under
the Cuts are four Lines in French Verfe, the
Subftance of which has been preferved in all the
Editions, whether they were in Latin, French,
or Italian. This Edition, in order to make it
of a tolerable Size (for the Cuts alone would have
been too few to conflitute a Volume) is accom-

ae panicd
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have feen, I conceive to have been the firlt that
appeared in Latin, and it was printed in Duo-
decimo, at Lyons, fub feuto Colonienfi, by JoHN
and FraNcis FrReLLON, in 1542. It contains
the fame Number of Cuts (and no more) as that
of 1538, and is entitled, “ Imagines de Morte, et
“ Lpigrammata e Gallico idiomate a Georgio Emylio
“ in Latinum tranflata ;”’ from whence it appears
that it is, in Fa&, a Tranflation of the French
Edition of 1538. This alfo contains fome ad-
ditional Tradts, all differing from thole in the
Edition of 1538, but not in the leaft relating to
the prefent Inquiry, and therefore not here par-
ticularized, though they have been continued
through almoft all the fubfequent Impreflions,
and have been given refpeiively in French, La-
tin, and Italian, according as the Verles under
the Cuts to the Inracines MoRrTIS were in one
or other of thofe Languages.

In 1547, another Edition was publifhed of
this Book, in French ; it was entitled, ¢ Les
“ Images de la Mort,’ and printed at Lyons, 4
IEfcu de Cologne, Chez JEHAN FRELLON; the
Title-Page alfo informs us that twelve Cuts are
added to it, and on Examination we find that the
Cuts inferted in Page 40, and the feven fubfe-
~ quent Pages of this Work, and four Cuts of
Boys, which, as not relating to this Subjed, are in
the prefent Edition omitted (none of which occur

a3 in
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with feventeen Plates. Parirroxn, P, 182,
mentions both this Edition and Peculiarity, but
denies the Truth of the Affertion, becaufe he
tells us, that in this French Edition he finds but
five more Cuts than in the Italian One of 1549 ;
notwithftanding which, it is certainly true, as
will be prefently proved. PapirLrox admits
that the Edition of 1562 contains five Cuts more
than that of 1549, and, if he had gone farther
back in his Refearch, would have found that
that of 1549 (and fo do the French and Latin
Editions of 1547) comprizes twelve more than
that of 1598, and that thofe twelve were firft
added to the French and Latin Editions of 1547.
The Edition of 1562 does not affert that that
contains feventeen Cuts more than any pre-
ceding Edition, but, reckoning the five which
it has more than the Impreffion of i549, and
the twelve which that has more than the Edition
of 1598, and which are alfo inferted in that of
1562, they make togetherfeventeen Cuts more than
were in the Edition of 1538, and confequently
juftify the Affertion in the Title, that the Edition
of 1562 contains feventeen additional Cuts.

The Succefs which fuch a Number of Edi-
tions feems to imply, induced a Bookfeller of
Cologne to counterfeit the Book ; and, inftead of
making ufe of the original Cuts, which, in all
Probability he could not procure, he got Copies,

2 and
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before mentioned, which met in 1431, and fat
cither fifteen, according to fome, or fomething
more than feventeen Years, according to other
Authors ; {o that the Painting now under Con-
fideration muft have been done between the
Years 1439, when the Plague broke out, and
1446, or 1448, when the Council broke up; now
it is certain that HoLBEIN was not born till
1498%*: nor do we find that he was ever employed
on the Painting at Bafil, even {o much as to re-
touch it. Hucu KLAUBER, who repaired it in
1568, is recorded, and itis not probable that, if
it ever had been touched upon by HovreElN,
that Fact thould, in his own native City, have
been pafled over in Silence: On the contrary,
it 1s more likely that an Opportunity fhould have
been rather fought to reveal itt.

From thefe Confiderations it appears pretty
evidently, that HoLBEIN has no Claim to the
Painting at Bafil: We now proceed, therefore,
to the fecond Inquiry, viz. Whether he cither
defigned or engraved the original Cuts to the
ImaciNEs MorTis, and here it may firft be
neceflary to {tate what Reafons there may be for

{fuppofing them his.
NicoLas

* WarroLr’s dAnecdotes of Painting, Vol. 1. P. 123.

+ KeEvsLEer, in his Travels before referred to, Vol. 1, P.
171, fpeaking of the Dance of Death, at Bafil, fays, it is gene-
rally reputed to have beem painted by HoLsEiN, who had

allo
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Nicoras Borsonius, a Poet contemporary
with HorLseiN, has addrefled to him an Epi-
gram “ De Morte pifla, a Hanfo Piélore nobili* )’
from which it is inferred that he painted a Dance
of Death; and SANDRART relates that in the
Year 1627, in a Converfation with RuBENS, at
which he was prefent, the IMAGINES MORTIS
was ftiled HoLBEIN’s, as will appear from the
following Paflage, tranflated by Mr. WaRrRTON
from JoacH. SANDRART, Academ. Pi&. Part 11.
Lib. iii. Cap. 7. P. 241, “ I alfo well remember
“ that in the Year 1627, when PauL RuBENS
“ came to Utrecht to vifit HAxpORsT, being
# efcorted both coming from, and returning to
* Amfterdam, by feveral Artifts; as we were in
¢ the Boat, the Converfation fell upon HoL-
“ BEIN’s Book of Cuts reprefenting the Dance
“ of Death, that RUBENS gave them the higheft
“ Encomiums, advifing me, who was then a
“young Man, to fet the higheft Value upon
“ them ; informing me, at the fame Time, that
“ he, in his Youth, had copied them.” Wagr-
TON’s Obfervations on SPENSER, firft Edit. P.

allo drawn and painted a Death’s Dance, and had likewife
painted, as it werey, a Duplicate of this Piece on another
Houfe, but which Time has entircly obliterated. * However,'*
adds he, *¢ for {everal Reafons the Death’s Dance near the
¢ French Church may be preflumed not to be Horrzin’s,
“¢ but the Work of another Artift whole Name was Bock.”

*WarTon's Obfervations on Srenser, Vol. 11, P, 117,
in the Note.
231,
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231, in a Note, where is alfo inferted a Tranfla-
tion from the fame Work, P. 238, in the fol-
lowing Words, “ But, in the Fith-Market there”
[at Bafil] “may be feen his” [HoLBEIN’s]
“ admirable Dance of Peafants, where alfo, in
“ the fame public Manner, is fhewn his Dance
“ of Death ; where, by a Variety of F igures, it is
““ demonftrated that Death fpares neither Popes,
“ Emperors, Princes, &c. as may be feen in his
“ moft elegant wooden Cuts of the fame Work.”

In BULLART'S Academie des Sciences, Tom. I1.
P. 412, i1s a Paﬂ'age, of which the following is a
Tranflation: « Neverthelefs, he” [HorBEIN]
“ has not fent any Thing into the World which is
“ not painted with the laft Degree of Perfeion.
“ The Inhabitants of Bafil have an excellent Wit-
“ nefs of this in their Town-Houfe: It is his Piece
“ of the Dance of Death, which he has reduced
“into Colours, after having engraven them
“ very neatly on Wood; and which appeared fo
“ excellent to the learned Erasmus, that,
‘“ after having publithed his Praifes, he invited
“HoLBEIN to draw his PiQure, in order that
“ he might have the Happinefs of being repre-
“ fented by fo fkilful a Hand.”

Monf. PaTIN, in the Catalogue of HoL-
BEIN’s Works, prefixed to his Edition of ERas-
MUS’s Praife of Fully, in Latin, clofes his Lift

with
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that they think the Figures of Death appear
as if quite alive, and the Living as if dead.
Which makes me think that Death, fearing
that this excellent Painter would paint him fo
much alive, that he fhould no longer be feared
as Death, and that, for this Reafon, he him-
felf would become immortal ; for this very
Caufe haftened fo much his Days, that he
could not finith feveral other Cuts already by
him traced, and among others that of the
Waggoner overthrown and bruifed under his
overturned Waggon ; the Wheels and Horfes
of which are there reprefented fo frightfully,
that as much Herror is occafioned to view
their Downfall, as Delight to contemplate the
Liquorifhnefs of one Figure of Death, who is
fecretly fucking through a Reed the Wine
from the emptied Catk: To which imperfect
Hiftories, as well as to the inimitable Rainbow,
no one has dared to put the laft Hand.”

This Dedication is prefixed to the Edition of

1538, and fpeaks of the Defigner (by which, I
conceive, we muft underftand both Painter and
Engraver, for it fpeaks of the Drawings of the
unfinithed ones as having been then already
traced or drawn; and, if fo, they might furely
have been finithed by the Engraver of the former
ones) as then lately dead ; now it is well known
- that HoLBEIN did not die till 1554%, and there-

¥ Wavrrorre’s dnecdotes of Painting, Vol. 1 P, 115,
fore
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The CREATION of the WORLD.

80 God created Man in his own Image, in the

Image of God created he him : Mule and Female
created be them.

GENESIS i. 27.

In the Beginning, Heav’n and Earth,
And the refounding Sea,

God, by his Voice omnipotent,
From Nothing caus’d to be.

The human Race, the Image true
Of his divineft Mind,
Both Male and Female he did form
From lighteft Earth we find.
i B
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Be%:ﬁ thou baft hearkened unto the Voice of thy
ife, and haft eaten of the Tree of which I com-
manded thee, [aying, Thou [balt not eat of it, &c.

GENESIS iii. 17.

Againft God’s Will the direful Fruit
~ Of the forbidden Tree

The Hufband by his foolith Wife
To tafte induc’d we fee.

A grievous Death they both deferv’d
For this Offence fo great,

And we, their Children, fubje are
T'o the fame Laws of Fate.

3
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Do B A T H
The Lord God fent bim forth from the Garden g Eden

to till the Ground, from ewhence be was taken.

GENESsIs iil. 23.

Th’ Almighty Father did expel
Man from his bleffed Seat;.

And to fuftain his Life decreed
By his own proper Sweat :

Then, firft, into the empty World,
Pale Death an Entrance gain’d ;

And the {fame Pow’r o’er mortal Men,
Has ever {ince maintain’d.

B e
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The 'l R SOE.

Curfed is the Ground for thy Sake ; in Sorvow [balt
thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life, &c.

GENESIS lii. 17,

Curs’d be the Earth for thy Offence,
And barren be the Ground,

And full of Toil and Labour great,
Thy anxious Life be found;

Till Death thy lifelefs Limbs replace
In Earth’s cold narrow Womb,

Then Duft, which at the firft thou wert,
Thou quickly fhalt become.
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Wee, Wee, Woe to the Inbabiters of the Earth.
REVELATIONS viii. 13.

All in whofe Noftrils was the Breath ;f Life, of all
that was in the dry Land, die

GENESIS vii. 22.

-d-

Woe, grievous Woe, to all who now
In this vile World abide ;

For Times await you big with Grief,
And every Ill befide.

Though now to you a plenteous Share
Of Fortune’s (}.:vifts may fall,
Pale Death will be, or foon or late,
A Vifitant to all.
B3
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The P O P E.

Until the Death of the High-Prieft that fhall be in
thofe Days.
Josnua xx. 6.

And let another take his Office. PsaLm cix. 8.

Thou who, elated with Succefs,
Immortal claim’ft to be,

From Men’s Affairs, in little Space,
Thyfelf remov’d fhalt fee.

‘Though now the great High-Prieft thou art,
And in Rome’s See doft fit, -
Soon fhall thy Office, in thy Place,
A Succeflor admit.
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The: EM P E RO R.

Set thine Houfe in Order ; for thou fbalt die, and
not lve. ISAIAH Xxxviil. 1.

There fbalt thou die, and there the Chariots of thy
Glory fball be the Shame of thy Lord’s Houfe.

IsAa1AaH xxii. 18.

Difpofe thy Kingdom’s great Concerns -
Intrufted to thy Care,

So that to pafs to other Worlds
Thou quickly may’ft prepare.

For when the Time fhall come that thou
Shalt quit this mortal Throne,

Thy utmoft Glory then fhall be
A broken Car alone.
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The EKwulir N G,
He that is To-Day a King To-Morrew fball die.

ECCLESIASTICUS X. 10.

To him who this Day Sceptres fways,
In coftly Pride a ]g;ng,'

To-Morrow’s Light, with baleful Speed,
A direful Fate will bring :

For, him who rules o’er Nations rich,

And pow’rful Kingdoms guides,

When g:;ath his Office bids him quit,
No better Fate betides.
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The'!- C AR P EN A L.

Which juftify the Wicked for Reward, and ‘!:;E:
away the Righteoufnefs of the Righteous from him.

Isa1aH v. 23.

Woe, grievous Woe, to you, who now
The 1mpious Man carefs;

Exalt the unjuft to Height of Wealth,
The virtuous Man opprefs.

Who feek the World’s fallacious Gifts
To gain without Delay,

And the true Path of Righteuufnefs
Defire to take away.
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The . E M P RE § §.
Thofe that walk in Pride he is able to abafe.

DaxieL iv. 37.

Ye, alfo, who in glitt’ring Pomp
Of haughty State are plac’d,

A Day fhall fee wherein yourfelves
Of bitter Death fhall tafte :

For, as the Grafs by Travellers
Is trodden on the Ground,

S0 Death fhall tread you under Foot,
And all your Joys confound. -
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The Q U E E N.

Rife up, ye Women that are at Eafe ; hear my Voice,
ye carelefs Daughters ; give Ear unto my Speech.
Many Days and Years fball ye be troubled.

[saraB xxxil. 9 & 10.

Hither, ye Ladies of Renown,
And Matrons rich, repair;

For Death to you now clearly tells,
A mortal Tribe ye are.

When the glad Years and empty Joys
Of this vain World are paft,

The Pain of Death will fure difturb
Your Bodies frail at laft.
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The BiLSH P

L will fmite the Shepherd, and the Sheep of the
Flock fball be f[cattercd abroad.

MATTHEW xxvi. 31. MARK Xiv. 27.

The Paftor, void of all Defence,

My Pow’r, fays Death, fhall own;
By me, his Mitre and his Staff,

Shall to the Ground be thrown.

His Sheep, their Paitor thus remov’d,
By Death’s fell Pow’r, away,
Shall be difperfed ev'ry one,
To prowling Wolves a Prey.



L %}
‘The ELecTOR, or PrincE of the Empire,

The Prince fball be clothed with Defolation, and the
Hands of the Pesple of the Land fhall be troubled.

EzZEKIEL vil. 27.

|

Efl
=

e |
¥ :Iu;

Come, mighty Prince, now quick refign
TIH perifhable Joys, '

Thy fleeting Glory, and the reft

(gf Earth’s delufive Toys.

Lo, I alone the Pride of Kings

Am able to reprefs;
The {plendid Pomps of regal State
My Pow’r fupreme cncn efs.
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He fhall die without Inflruction, and in the Greatnefs
of his Folly be fhall go aflray.

PrROVERBs v. 23.

'This Inftant, Wretch, thou fhalt depart,
Confign’d to mould’ring Dutt ;

Becaufe thou knew’(t not, only feign’dit,
The Wifdom of the Juit.

The Abundance of thy Folly great,

~ Did blindly thee deceive,

And made thee feck the finful Path,
Which thou could’{t never leave.
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Wherefore I praifed the Dead which are already dead,
more than the Living which are yet alive.

ECCLESIASTES 1V. 2.

Better it is to die than live,
I conftantly have taught';

Since human Life with anxious Care,
And various Ills is fraught. -

Ungrateful Death me now compels
he like fad Path to tread, -
‘With thofe whom in the filent Grave
The Fates fevere have laid.
£ 2
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The GENTLEMANK.

What Man is he that liveth, and [ball not Jee Death ®
Shall be deliver bis Soul fromthe Hand of the Grave 2

Psarm Ixxxix. 48.

“What Man is he, however brave,
Of mightieft Pow’r pofleft,

Who in this mertal World fhall live,
And Death fhall never tafte ;

What Man is he who Death’s fell Dart,
Which conquers all, can brave ?
Who his own Life, by Force or Skill,,
From Death can. hope to fave? !
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Behold, the Hour is at Hand.

MATTHEW XxVi. 45.

By Crowds attended to the Choir
Thou now doft bend thy Way ;
Come on, and, with fuppliant Voice,

Thy humbleft Homage pay :

- For, thee the Fates do loud demand,
And inftant Death does crave ;
A Day, which no one can retard,
Shall force thee tcé the Grave.
3-
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The T 'G8DOG E.

A will cut off the Fudge from the Midft theresfs

You who falfe Judgment do pronounce,
For filthy Lucre’s Sake,

From Midft of Crowds and Judgment-Seat..
I, Death, will quickly take.

To Fate’s juft Laws ye muft fubmit,
Nor ye, alone, conteft

That pow’r which every Son of Man:
kas hitherto confelt.
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The - A-D YV O AT B

A prudent Man ﬁn*.eﬁffﬁ the Evil, and bhideth him-
Jelf : But the Simple pafs on, and are punifbed.

PROVERBS XXil. 3.

The crafty Man the Crime perceives,
The Guilty does protect ;

The Caufe of juft but needy Men,
He ever does reject.

The Poor and Guiltlefs are opprefs’d
By Juftice’ vain Pretence,

And Gold, than Laws, is found to have
A greater Influence.
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The CounserLrLoRr, or MAGISTRATE.

Whsfs floppeth his Ears at the Cry of the Poor, he
alfo fball cry himfelf, but fhall not be heard.

PROVERBS xxi. 13.

The Rich and Wealthy readily
To Suiters rich give Ear,

And fcorn the poor and needy Man,
His Pray’r refufe to hear :

But when themfelves, in the laft Hour,
To God fhall earneft cry,
Their anxious Pray’rs he thall reje&,

And their Requeft deny.
3
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The CURATE, or PREACHER.

Ve unto them that call Evil Good, and Good Evil
that put Darkﬂqféf or Light, and Light for Dark-
nefs; that put Bitter for Sweet, and Swect for
Bitter.

Isa1aH v. 20, °

Woe to you impious Hypocrites,
Who Evil Goodnefs term

And Evil to be truly Good,
With equal Fraud affirm:

Who Dark for Light, with Falfehood grea?,
And Light for ]%ark embrace ;

Bitter for Sweet who fubftitute,
And Sweet for Bitter place.
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Thel "B°R N E’SIT.

I myfelf alfe am a mortal Man, like to all.

WispoMm vil. 1.

The holy Sacrament, behold,
Celettial Gift, I bear,

The fick Man, at the Hour of Death,
With certain Hope to cheer.

Ev’n I myfelf am mortal too,
And the fame Laws obey,
And fhall like him, when z['ime fhall come,
To Death be made a Prey. Ga
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The FRIAR MENDICANT.

Such as fit in Darknefs,. and in the Shadsw of Death,
being bound in Affliction and Iron.

Psartm cvii. 10.
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Some Men, the World to circumvent
By Fraud and Falfehood try,

By feign’d Religion, Sin to hide
From ev’ry mortal Eye:

Of Piety an ardent love
They outwardly profefs ;
But inwardly they are the Sink
Of all Voluptuoufnefs :

But when the End fhall be at Hand,
They like Reward fhall have,

And Death, by Myriads, fhall mow down
The Wicked to the Grave. ;
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The C A NONESS.

There is a Way which [eemeth Right unto a Man s
but the End thereof-are the Ways of Death.

PrOVERBS Xiv. 12.

An Apsfiraphe to DEATH.

Why doft thou, pale and envious Death,
A facred Maid affright ¢
Small Glory to thee can arile

From Vi&ories fo flight.

Go hence, let fick or aged Men
Thy fatal Dart employ ;

But let this Virgin, innocent,
Life’s Pleafures long enjoy.

Pleafure and Joy her jocund Youth
Should ardently purfue ;
The Pleafures of the Marriage-Bed

To her gay Youth are due.



[ 25 ]
The OLD WOMAN.

Death is better than a bitter Life or continual Sicknefs.

ECCLESIASTICUS XXX. 17.

Long has my Life molt irkfome been,
Opprefs’d with Care and Pain

No anxious With my Bofom fires
Here longer to remain.

Mé certain Judgment does pronounce,
etter to die than live ;
For Death to Minds worn out with Care
Glad Peace and Reft will give.
* D
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The PHYSICIAN.

Phyfician, heal thyfelf.

LukE iv. 23,

'W o,

Difeafes well thou underftand’ft,
And cures canft well apply,
Which to the Sick, in Time of Need,
Will welcome Health {upply.

But while, O dull and ftupid Wretch
~ Thou others Fates doft ftay,
Thou’rt ignorant what fell 1feafe

Shall hurry thee away.
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The "ASTE R O O.G E R.

Knowef? thou it, h’m:é/é thou waft then born 2 or be-
caufe the Number of thy Days is great €

JoB xxxviii. 21.

Thou, by contemplating a Sphere
Which Heav’n’s bright Face does fhow,
Events which fhall to others chance,
Pretendeft to foreknow.

Tell me, if thou of Fates to come
A fkilful Prophet art,

When to the Tomb the Hand of Death
Shall urge thee to depart ?

Behold the Sphere, which to thy View
My Right-Hand now does hold,
By that the Fate which thou fhalt find
~May better be fugtnld.

2
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The SHIPWRE CK.

But they that will be rich, fall into Temptation, and
a Snare, and ints many Soolifb and f:uﬂ' | Lufts,
which drown Men in Defiruétion and Perdition.

1 TrMmoTHY Vi, 9.

That worldly Goods they may procure,
And Wealth immenfe obtain,
Their Breafts Men hourly will expofe,

‘Temptations to fuftain.

But Men whom Dangers thus furround,
Fortune compels to bend

Their Footfteps to thofe beaten Paths
Which to Deftru&ion tend.

e
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The KNIGHT, or SOLDIER.

in a Moment fhall they die, and the Pesple fball be
troubled at Midnight, and pafs away: And the
Mighty fball be taken away without Hand.

Jor xxxiv. 20.

.

Againft the Man who Wars excites,
And does mild Peace defpife,

(Peace, that to all great Bleflings brings)
The People fhall arife :

To Courage only they fhall truft,
This Tyrant fierce to tame ;

And fall he fhall, but by a Stroke i
No human Hand fhall aim;

For him who, to opprefs Mankind,
Shall mighty Arms employ,
Refiftlefs Death thall fuddenly
By an ill Fate deftroy.

-
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The “C'OU N,

For when he dieth, he fball carry nothing away : His
Glory fball not defcend after him,

PsaLm xlix. 17.

None of thofe Honours which the Great
And Mighty now attend,

When Death fhall caft them from their Seat,
Shall to the Grave defcend.

No Enfigns of a glorious Race
They thither fhall convey,

Nor Titles high; for in the Grave ‘
They nought but Duft fhall be.
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The OLD M A N.

My Breath is corrupt, my Days are extinil, the
Grauves are ready for me.

JoB xvii. 1.

e PR 123
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Exhaufted Strength my feeble Nerves
No longer now does brace,

And, like a River’s rapid Stream,.
My Life flows out apace.

The Time, which no One can recall,
How {wift a Flight has ta’en !
And nothing but the filent ‘Tomb

For me does now remain.

Tir’d of the Ills of a long Life,
And fick of all its Cares,

For fpeedy Death I now addrefs
To Heav’n my anxious Pray’rs.



[ 8¢ 1

The 500 BN T K85

They [pend their Days in Wealth, and in a Moment
go down to the Grave.

JoB xxi. 13,

DA N,

T T - —————

In num’rous Joys their rapid Life
The thoughtlefs Virgins wafte,

And ev’ry Kind of Pleafure feek
With Eagernefs to tafte.

From Cares and Sorrow they are free,
No Thought their Minds to tire,
A vacant Life, full fraught with Blifs,

They carneftly defire.

But in the Grave they fhall be laid,
By Death’s all-piercing Dart,
Where he their Pleafures exquifite

Shall into Grief convert,
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The NEW-MARRIED COUPLE.

The Lord do fo to me, and more alfo, if ought but
Death part thee and me.

RutH i. 17.

This is true Love, and this alone,
Which Two in One conjoins,
And in Affe&ion’s ftrongeft Bands

And mutual Friendfhip binds.

This Union fhall, alas! endure
By much too fhort 2 Time ;
One Death fevere can two divide

Whom Bands of Wedlock join.
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Thes D THC HE'S 6,

Thou [balt not come dawn off that Bed on which thow
art gone up, but fbalt furelydie.

o Kings 1. 16.

From the foft Bed, O youthful Maid,
Whereon thy Limbs now lie,
Permiflion ever to arife,

The cruel Fates deny :

For firft thall Death thy lifelefs Limbs
Subdue without Remorfe, =
And his fell Scythe fhall to the Grave .

Confign thy breathlefs Corfe.
3
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The * PO'R T .E:R.

Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy leder,
and I will give you Refl.

MATTHEW Xi, 28.

Hither advance, ye weary Throng,
And quick my Steps attend,

Who under Loads of fo great Weight,
With weary Shoulders bend.

Traffic and Gain your anxious Thoughts
Did long enough pofiefs,

Your Brealts the Cares which thefe produce
No longer fhall diﬁreli;:s.






E 89 ]

The € H I L .

Man that is born of a Woman, is of few Days, and
full of Trouble. He cometh forth like a Flower,
and is eut down : He fleeth aljo as a Shadsw, and
continueth not.

Jos xiv. 1.

Man, who conceiv’d in the dark Womb,
Into the World is brought,

Is born to Times with Mifery,
And various Evil fraught,

And as the Flow’r foon fades and dies,
However fair it be,
So finks he alfo to the Grave,
And like a Shade Edues flee.
2
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The SWISS SOLDIER.
Bhen a flrong Man armed keepeth his Paluce, his

Grods are in Peace.  But when a flronger than he
Sfhall come upon him, and cvercome him, he taketh
from bim all his drmour wherein be trufled, and

divideth his Spoils.

LukEe xi. 21, o2,

Undaunted and fecure in Arms,
While Strength and Life remain,

The brave his Manfions, and his Wealth
In Safety fhall maintain.

But Death with greater Force fhall wage:
Againft him War ere long,

And, for the Grave, fhall caufe him quit
His Polt, no longer ftrong.
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The GAMESTERS.

Fur what is a Man profited, if he fhall gain the whale
Woerld, and Iofe bis own Soul 2

MATTHEW xvi. 20,

TR

1f the deftru&ive Art of Dice
Could Wealth immenfe infure,

Or Man the World by Dice could gain;
What Good would it procure ¢

His Soul this Pra&ice will deftroy,
Entangled in its Snare, .
A Lofs which no Art, Fraud, or Chance,

Is able to repau.
E3
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The DRUNKARDS.

And be nat drunk with Wine, wherein is Excefss

EPHESIANS v._18.

With Wine’s Excefs your Souls to drench,.
_ Ye mortal Throng, forbear;
For Luxury of every Kind,

And raging Luft 1s there..

Left Death affail you unprepar’d,
Opprefs’d with Sleep and Wmer

And, in a. Vomit foul, your Souls
Compel you to refign..
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The 4T Q0 0L,

He goeth after ber as an Ox goeth to the Slaughter;
or as a Fool to the Correftion of the Stacks.

PrROVERBEBS vil. 22.

No Life fo {weet as to be mad,
And no one Thing to know ;
But this is far remov’d from beit,

As Mad-men’s A&tions thew.

Secure of Fate the witlefs Fool
Like fportive Lambkins treads,

And knows not that his ev’ry Step - r
To Death’s fad Portals leads.
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Thel, T H'I BT,
O Lord, 1I.am oppreffed, undertake for me.

Isaran xxxviii, 14.

Men to deftroy with fell Intent,
The Thief by Night does rife ;

But now to fpoil an aged Dame
Of a full Bafket tries.

- I fuffer Wrong, fhe cries, and God
Sends Death to her Relief,
Who, by the Hangman’s certain Gripe,
Strangles the greedy Thief,
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The BLIND MAN.

If the Blind lead the Blind, bath fhall fall into the
Ditch.

MATTHEW XV. 14.

The blind Man to a Guide as blind
Himfelf does here commit ;
Both wanting Sight, they here defcend

Into the fatal Pit.

For, while the Man does vainly hope
Succefls his Steps attends,

Into the Darkne& of the Grave
He fuddenly defcends.
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The CHARIOTEZER,
And he [unk dewen in bis Chariot.

2 KinNcs ix. 24,

The Charioteer, by Horfes fierce,
Is rapid whirl’d along ;

The Reins they fcorn, while Fear of Death
Contends with Reafon {trong.

The rapid Wheel at length torn off,
T'he Axle overthrows ; -

While, from the Catks, the precious Wine
In copious Torrents flows.
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The B E G G A R.

O wretched Man that I am, who [ball deliver me
from the Body of this Death @

Romans vii. 24,

He that from hence to be releas’d,
With Chrift to live, defires,
Defpifes Death, and to the Stars
In Words like thefe afpires :

‘Who from this mortal Body will
Me wretched Man releale;
And fhatch me Wretch! from this vile World,

To Realms of purcit Peace?
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The HUSBAND.

What taketh away the Life 2 Even Death.
EccrLesiasTiCcUSs xxxi. 27%.

Remember that Death will not be long in coming.
EccLESIASTICUS Xiv. 12.

—

The Tyrant Death, O Hufband fond,
The wortt of all its Foes,

Is to our Life and its fhort Courfe,
With conftant Steps purfues.

Refle& then in thy Prime of Life
(Life’s tranfitory Day)

That to thy End it thee condudls
By gradual Decay.

* The Original of this Paffage has no correfponding Words
in the Tranflation of the Bible now in Ufe, and the above is
therefore inferted from the former Tranflaton,
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Of the Homan came the Beginning of Sin, and
through her we all die.

EcCLESIASTICUS XXV. 4.

From Eve, the Mother of Mankind,
Our Parent Adam’s Wife,

Sprang Sin, and thence fell Death arofe,
The Enemy of Life.

Let not, howe’er, thy tender Mind
To Grief a Vié&tim fall,

If Death fhould thee to quit this World,
Like other Mortals, call.

¥
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The LAST JUDGMENT.

¢ fball all fland before the Fudgment-Seat of Chrif.
Romans xiv. 10.

MW ateh therefore, for ye know not what Hour your
Lord doth come.
MATTHEW XXiv. 42.

IFor all his A&ions to account,
By God’s exprefs Command,

Fach Man bcflc]:rc: the Judgment-Seat
Of the juft Judge fhall ftand.

Let us be thercfore vigilant,
Left, when that Time fhall come,
God, for our Actions, fthould pronounce
A juft but angry Doom.

And fince when that Hour fhall arrive,
No Mortal can declare ;

For its Approach the pious Man
Will watch and well prepare.



E gl

Whatfecver thou takefl in Hand, remember the End,

and thou f[halt never do amifs.

EccrLEes1asTICUS vii. 6.
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Spotlefs to live if thou defir’it,
And free from every Vice,

Let this Memorial conftantly
Be placed before thine Eyes.

For it will often thee remind,
That Death will foon arrive,
And frequent Thought to all thy Adts

Will a due Caution give.

Vouchfafe, O Chrift, with Heart fincere,
That we thy Paths may tread,

And that to all the heav’nly Path
May thus be open made.






Toward ~Tackson Barrou.
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