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INTRODUCTION. 3

¢ fuch an infeftious quality ds tocom=
¢ municate the diftemper to a perfon in
¢ that town. If clothes, &c. can be
fuppofed to retain the peftilential efflu-
via, for fo Jong a time and fo diftant a
journey, no perfon liable to the difteme
per can be fecure from danger. It
would be utterly impofiible to guard
againft fuch unthought of michief.

2. Waen a manufcript copy of thefe
papers, and the printed Propofal of a
{mall-pox fociety in Chefter, were cir-
culated among my acquaintance, I was
favoured with the following remark,
by a moft intelligent medical friend :
¢ Strange it is that phyfical peopis
¢ thould have generally admitted, t&it
the common atmofphere was {0 affcct-
ed, when the fmall-pox becime ¢j:i=
demic, as to be univerfally infe€tious !
< And yet true it is, When I fi.ft dif=
courfed with — on the papers,
and told him how confined the effi-

cacy

]

[ ]

L.

]















1o INTRODUCTION.

nions were erroneous, which have hi-
therto formed the bar, and, if they
were true, the infuperable bar to all
human means of preventing the fmall-
pox. Though I have long acquired a
perfect conviction upon thefe points,
from the principles explained in the
Inquiry, yet a diffidence in difputing
opinions which had been admitted o
long and fo generally among phyficians,
induced me to folicit the unreferved
criticifm of my friends, where ever I
could take that liberty. For fta years,
thefe papers have been circulating a-
mong my medical and philofophical ac-
quaintance ; I requefted them freely to
ftate their objettions, and to fend me
explicit anfwers to the Queries annexed
to the Inquiry : and to induce them .
to propofe their remarks without re-
ferve, 1 engaged not to publith their
names, whether they approved or dif-
approved the doétrine I endeavoured to
eftablith, I return, to thefe obliging

corre{pondents
























18 INQUIRY.

bination but on the natural tranfpa-
rency of the ingredients. But metals,
earths, &c. are opaque bodies, yet,
when diffolved, in their proper men-
ftrua, the folution is perfetly tranf-
parent. On the contrary, if two tranf=
parent fubftances, that have no chemi-
cal attraction for each other, be agita-
ted tog ether, they will become opaque,
as, water and oil, or air fuverfaturated
with watery vapour. 8o numerous and
fo uniform are the facts on which this
obfervation is founded, that it may juft-
ly be denominated a chemical principle,
or /aw of nature.----To apply this law
to our fubject.

1. It is univerfally allowed, in this
country, that the natural fmall-pox may
be propagated without immediate con-
tatt of the patient or of the poifon,
and that the diftemper is communicat-
ed from the infeétious to the infetted
perfon thro’ the medium of air, Vari-

olous



INQUIRY. 19

olous matter applied to a wound, orto
the infide of the noftrils (¢), or to the
whole fkin (£), produces the inoculat~
ed fmall-pox, So that the natural
Imall-pox appears to be a/ways commu-
nicated thro’ the air, Hence it is prov-
ed inconteftibly that the peftilential ef-
fluvia, or miafms exift in the air near

_ to

¢e) Mead de vatiolis. Caput stum,

(f) * Qumdam obfervata videntur docere, eufi ads
Berere quandeque illud contagium, & deinde morbum
producere. Vidi aliquoties, perfefti fanitate fruenti-
bus, unicam in cute puftulam attolli, rubere, dolere,
fuppurari, et cutim fatis profunde exedere, cicarrice
fatis infigni relifta ; paucis dicbus poftea variolarum
morbus cum omaibus fuis fymptomatibus fequebatur,
Audivi de aliis medicis, quod et idem aliquoties ob-
fervaverint 3 imo mulierculz, quee variolis decumben-
tium cultodiam agere folent, has puitulas Meederpobben
folent vocare, tanquam fequentium brevi variolarum
genitrices, & auda@er pradicunt, fecuturum morbum.
Plerumque in facie, talis puftula folet apparere, feré
femper unica, raro binz vel plures ; fallem non me-
mini, me in praxi unquam plures quam binas vidiffe,
et femper feediorem cicitricem relinquunt quam ipfe
variolz.” Van Swieten Com, T, v. p. 27.

Sce alfo Phil. Tranfa@l, abridged, No. 375, and for
1768. xvij.
2










































INQUIRY.: 33

fmall-pox, in the row (a kind of co-
vered gallery, open on one fide to the
air) at the bottom of Northgate-ftreet,
Chefter, and fickened of the diftemper
on the e/eventh day, after this infection.

2d Cafe. Nov. 21, 1780. Mifs M.
Bennet, whofe father 1s Mafter of a
fhip at Liverpool, went thither from
Chefter, where there was only one fmall-
pox patient, with whom fhe had no con-
nection. On the night of her arrival
at Liverpool, the went into a houfe
among children who had the fmall-pox;
fome of them, whofe fcabs were dry
but not dropt off, touched her hand.
She fickened on the 3d of December,
that is, on the thirteenth day after in-
fection. As there might be fome fufpi-
cion that this patient was infeCted by
her fkin touching the variolous {cabs,
it may be neceflary to mention that I
examined her hands to {fee whether there
was any appearance of inoculation, but
difcovered none.

F 3d






















































INQUIRY, 51

duced in evidence again, on the pre-
fent fubject. ¢ In afamily where there
¢ were four children who had never
¢ been expofed to the infection, when the
¢ eruption appeared on the firft pati-
ent, which was on the 4th day of the
difeafe, the other three were fepara-
ted from it’ and efcaped infection.

N

BuT, as I confefs that the cafes which
have come under my own obfervation are
manifeftly too few to difcover the truth,
I am happy to add the teftimony of my
moft refpectable and ingenious friend
Dr. Heberden, in confirmation of what
I had advanced. In a correfpondence
with which he has long honoured me,
he communicated the following obfer-
vation, which I have leave to mention
on his authority. ¢ Many inftances
¢ have occurred to me, which fhew,
¢ that one who never had the f{mall-
¢ pox might fafely aflociate, and even
¢ lie in the {fame bed with a variolous

H 2 ¢ patient,










































INQUIRY. 64

freth air. It has been remarked, that
relations, at a diftance, are infected
by this diftemper, nearly about the
fame time. ‘This event, I believe, often .
happens, from a communication of
dirty clothes, &c. and fometimes pofli-
bly from a letter. Whoever reflets

s, -,,.,._..,l..l..l-l-—-"'i"'

that a piece of paper om which a letter
1s written, may have lain on a bed,
where there is, or has been, a fmalls
pox patient, or on a table, chair, &c,
where the foul handkerchiefs, cloths,
&c, are thrown, or may be befmeared
with variolous matter, by the unwathed
hands of a fervant, a correfpondent or
a patient ; that the letter is folded up
carefully, fo as toexclude theair; that,
when opened, it is held near the mouth
and nofe to be read ; and afterwards a
child puts it into the mouth; will not
be furprifed that it may fometimes coma
municate the infection. ¢ Hujus re; fat
¢ probabile exemplum reperire mihi vie
¢ fus fum, quum nulle omnino, ante
¢ aliquot annes, hic loci notarentur va-

K ¢ riolz,












INQUIRY. 69

follows that fuch miafms could never
be taken from them by the air, and
confequently they could never render it
infectious.

IT may not be improper to take no-
tice of fome facts, which, to an inac-
curate obferver, may feem exceptions to
the chemical principle on which this
argument is founded. Clothes, it i1s
well known, after being expofed, in a
chamber, to the fmoke of tobacco, will
communicate thefe efluvia to freth air,
as 13 manifeft to the fmell. In a cham-
ber where much tobacco has been fmok-
ed, a part only of the {moke is 4i/folved
in the air ; and the reft floats about in a
vifible form, being in a ftate of difufion.
In this cafe, the tat feems to be, that
tobacco fmoke adhering to the clothes,
is afterwards diffolved by the air. The
circumitances of the efluvia of tobac-
co and the variolous miafms are efien-
. tially different, The {moke attratted

by


















INQUIRY. 7

vioufly furgefts itfelf. The vapour of
mufk 1s uncommonly penetrating and
permanent, in a manner difficult to be
explained, and, I believe, different from
any other effluvia. It feems to be an
exception to the general analogy of na-
ture, which produces infinite varicty of
odours that are not fufpected to com-
municate any {cent to clothes.

Dr. Linp, in his excellent papers on
fevers and infe&ion, in a mafterly and
philofophical manner, has deteted the
contagious nature of various fevers
not before {ufpeted to have that pe-
ftilential quality.  His remarks, if pro-
perly attended to, might be of great
importance to mankind, efpecially to
this nation, by preferving the lives
of our brave fea-men. He has thewn
that cleanlinefs and frefh air will not
in all cafes deftroy this poifon, that it
15 retained in the beams of wood, &c. of
fhips in the fervice, and in the decayed

L 2 timbers


















INQUIRY: 81

his clothes, hands, feet, &c. Thefe
confiderations fhew, to a high dcgree
of probability, that the {mall-pox 1s
always conveyed out of one houfe into
another, not by miafms adhering to
clothes, but by variolous {erum, pus
or fcabs.----A caution may hence be
fuggefted to medical and other vifitors,
never to fit down in the chamber of 2

{mall-pox patient.

A phyfician juftly celebrated for his
profeffional knowledge, who honoured
this Inquiry with a perufal in manue
fcript, makes the following remark,
on this point, in anfwer to the 2d
Query annexed to the INquiry. ¢ Do
¢ the rules of prevention comprehend
¢ every neceflary reftriction

¢ A.to QL 2, Ir the theory be true
s that contagion cannot be carried out
¢ of an infefted houfe by variolous

¢ efluvia abforbed in clothes, &c. of
M ¢ medical





















88 INQUIRY.

prove, that the whole air contained
in the chamber of a patient 1s icldom
or never faturated, with the variolous
poifon, much lefs {fuperfaturated. Con-
fequently, when the infectious miafms,
diffolved in a certain portion of air, are
diluted with frefh air, the ftrength of
the poifon is inverfcly as the quantity
of air. The infe€tious air that iflues
out of a chamber, which contains a
fmall-pox patient, by the doors, win-
dows, and crevices, is a fmall quantity
compared with what is contained in the
chamber, and leaft faturated with the
poifon. But fuppofe the infected air
contained in a whole chamber were to be
mixt with the external air, difution
would probably foon render it harmlefs.
The poifon would be diluted with fe-
veral hundred times more air, at the
diftance of a few yards, than in the
patient’s room. Suppofe a chamber to
be 10 feet in each dimenfion, it would

contain 1000 cubical fect of air, A body
of



























INQUIRY. 97

be accounted for, during the whole
time of this epidemic.

11. THESE obfervations may be deem-
ed too general to determine, with fuf-
ficient exaltnefs, to what diftance from
the poifon, the air is rendered peftilen-
tial. But, as the following faét will
afcertain, with fome precifion, in cer-
tain circumftances, the limit where the
variolous poifon begins and ceafes to be
infectious, in the open air, I fhall en-
deavour minutely to defcribe every par-
ticular that could be fuppofed to influ-
ence this effe€t. A gentleman’s family,
of whom eight were children, all liable
to the fmall-pox, became inhabitants of
Chefter in November, 1777, having al-
ways till then lived in the country. On
the 8th of that month, in the after-
noon, the weather being fhowery, clou-
dy, but not windy, and of a moderate
temperature for the feafon, the eldeft,
an intelligent young lady (Mifs Archer,

O fince
























INQUIRY, 105

Tre girl who died, was for a fort-
night, during the day, in the room
to which the outer door immediately
opens. The path runs as clofe as pof-
fible by the door, where the children
conftantly paffed and often played. The
door was frequently open, and fome-
times, tho” rarely, a window without
glafs, on the fide of the room oppofite
to the door. The atmofphere at this
time was not incapable of impregna-
tion with the variolous poifon and com-
municating the infetion, becaufe the
gitl’s brother and a neighbour’s child,
the only two that had been in the fick
chamber, caught it.  Yet we may con-
clude, that of the 26 children and per-
haps many more, who paffed for a
fortnight clofe by the outer door, not
three were expofed to the infeftion is
probable to the degree of feveral thou-
Jands to one (fee § iv.) Few fituations
could be devifed more capable of fpread-

P ing



106 INQUIRY.

ing the infetion. Two circumftances
only feemed wanting to produce this
effect in the greateft poflible degree, that
15, the patients were children, who do
not generate fo much infectious matter
as adults, and the {eafon was cold. But
even thefe circumftances would be more
than counterbalanced by removing the
patients, or the perfons liable to infec-
tion, to a little more diftance from the
outer door, by which means the vario-
lous impregnation would be fo much
diluted as to render 1t harmlefs. Hence
we may fairly conclude, that this in-
fection can very feldom, if ever, be pro-
pagated from the infide of a houfe,
efpecially an inner chamber, to a perfon
in the external air.

Tue fats here faithfully related,
particularly the two laft, fo fully con-
firmed the train of argument which
had fuggefted thefe obfervations, as
clearly to convince me that zbe vario-

lous



INQUIRY. 107

lous poifon did not render the furround-
ing air infectious to fuch a diffance, as to
Jruftrate all kuman attempts to flop its

progrefs,

13. As a farther illuftration of this
important point, I will relate the fol-
lowing fact, of which Mr. Skerratt,
furgcon, of Malpas, was witnefs as
well as myfelf. A fon of Mr. Lea near
Emeral, in Flintfhire, was attacked by
the f{mall-pox, on January 1ft, 1780,
had the diftemper very moderately,about
20 or 30 on the face, and in pro-
portion on the reft of his body, and
was removed out of the houfe on the
13th day of the difeafe for fear of in-
fecting others in the family. The 2d
was feized on the 19th, the 3d and 4th
on the 23d of January. But the sth, the
mother, who was much afraid of infec-
tion, and probably more cautious than
the reft, did not perceive the variolous
fever till the 11th of February, that is,

Y2 t1ll










































INQUIRY. 121

.the fum of [half a crown or a crown,

or - ] as foon as all the fcabs are
dropt off the patients in family,
‘on condition that the faid and

family exactly obferve the fore-
‘going rules ; and allow any member of
the fociety, or their infpector, to in-
‘quire whether they are exactly obferv-
ed. And as a farther encouragement
to follow thefe direttions attentively
and faithfully, the fociety promife [dou-
ble or - ] the reward, if no neigh-
bour or acquaintance be attacked by
‘the {mall-pox, during the time it is in
the family of the faid nor
within 16 days after all the fcabs have
“entirely fallen off the family.
‘ ‘“ By order of the Society,

| Infpector.”

_To the inhabitants who are placed
" above want, it would be highly impro-
per to offer a pecuniary motive : it may
be f{ufficient to annex to the rules the
following requeft. | |

R SRR



122 INQUIRY.:

« The independent citizens, to whom the
rewards of the Society will not be worth ac-
ceptance, are earnefily requefled to obferve
the regulations, through motives of huma-
#ity, in order to preferve their fellow-crea-
tures from [0 fatal a peflilence as the natu-
ral fmall-pox ; and to permit the infpector,
if they bave no other medical vifitor, fo fee
that they are obferved, Iff their [ervants
snadvertently [pread the contagion.”

IN order to afceértain ‘with what de-
gree of accuracy and fidelity the rules
of prevention are obferved, it will be
neceflary to appoint an INsPecTOR.
His office would be to obtain informa-
tion as early as poffible, after the {fmall-
pox had appeared in a family ; to give
them the gratis rules or the promiffory
notes ; to vifit them frequently ; and to
keep an exat RecisTer, on a plan
that may include every neceffary infor-
mation, that can be required to invefti-
gate the progrefs of the diftemper thro’
a town,

Regifter
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A~ allual and not an imaginary ex-
ample of a regifter is here given. To
explain the utility of the intelligence
contained in the different columns of
the regifter, I will anticipate from the
Proceepings of the fmall-pox fociety
at Chefter, the following CERTIFICATE
of their Infpector,

¢« GENERAL MEeeTiNG of the SmarLrL-
pox SocieTy, Nov. 4, 1778.

RoBerT Owens, Surgeon and

Apothecary, being the Injpecior
appointed by the Socicty for promoting
General Inoculation at flated persods and for
preventing the natural fmall-pox in Chefler,
do certify, that each of the following
perfons has - received, of the faid So-
ciety, the reward of TeEN SHILLINGS,
for obferving their rules to prevent the
{mall-pox from fpreading ; the numbers
here marked referring to the place in

their regifter of the diftemper,
R 2 1 Eliz-
















































APPENDIX. 179

Ruope-Istanp is 14 miles long and

2 broad ; about 6 miles from the con-
tinent on the weft fide ; fcarce half a
mile on the eaft, and open to the fea on
the fouth. Thisifland is the thorough-
fare for all travellers from Connecticut,
New-York, Jerfeys, Penfylvania, and
all the fouthern provinces. On the
fhore of the continent oppofite the eaft
fide, ftand the towns of Briftol, War-
ren, Tiverton and fome others, none
of them containing lefs than a thou-
fand inhabitants, fome of them three
times the number. Over this ferry
come almoft all the market people. To
thefe add the great number of people
who come by the great road from
Bofton and parts adjacent to Provie
dence; from which place boats are
conftantly carrying paflengers to the
capitol Newport. ‘'This town contains
about eleven thoufand inhabitants ; it
is advantageoufly fituated and efteemed
T 2 Very






APPENDIX. 141

““ As inoculation is difcouraged both
in Bofton and Rhode-ifland govern-
ments, thofe who with to be inoculated
go to fome of the fouthern provinces,
where it is tolerated. Different places
in Penfylvania, New-York, and the
Jerfeys, are annually reforted to, by
great numbers of the New-England
people. Long-Ifland was a favourite
{fpot with many. I have known the
young people of half a dozen families
fet out together for thefe inoculating
places, and return to their homes to-
gether, and yet we have fo conduéted
matters as to prevent this dreadful dif-
eafe from {preading among us * ; which

1s done by obferving the following
rules.

“ Never to bring back any of
their clothes worn during their ftay at

* See the INQuiry, p. 16, where this falt is far-
fher amthenticated,

the












APPENDILEX 145

the dread of this diforder induces the
people to adhere to them with chear-
fulnefs. A ftranger would be ready to
conclude that they could not be fo
fcrupuloufly complied with, without
exerting an authority difagreeable to
the people. But it is not the cafe.
For the united voice of the people co-
inciding with the magiftrate gives every
regulation its wifhed-for effect ; fo that
it rather appears like a popular cuftom
than the reftraints of law,

¢« Tur Ouverfeers are generally perfons
of confequence, are very punctual in
the duties of their office, and are in-
titled by law to fomething for their

trouble.

¢« If there is any thing elle Dr. Hay-
garth wifhes to know, and I can in-
form him of, he has only to direct a
few lines to me, at Dr. Fothergill’s,
U and
















































the SOCIETY. 161

ample has been produced where the difeafe
was firlt unaoubtedly had by inoculation, and
afterwards by the natural infetion. The
plain inference from this obfervation is, that
in doubtful cafes followed by the {mall pox,
the former fymptoms-had bfen occalioned by
a different difeafe.

ﬂNﬂTHER opinion concerning inoculation
may require a few remarks, A prejudice too
generally prevails that the matter taken from
a {mall-pox patient, for the purpofe of ino-
culation, conveys not only this difeafe but
others with which the patient is afflicted. 1f
there were any foundation for this notion, it
would afford the firongeft argument in favour
of inoculation that could be produced. The
natural fmall-pox is alfo generated by matter
that comes from the body of a{mall-pox pa-
tient, and if it alfo convey all the other dif-
eafes of the patient whence it comes, it is
furely of the greatelt importance that the in-
fectious perfcn fhould be determined on by
chaice, and not, as at prefent, by accident.
It would be in vain to attempt particularly
to refute every abfurd notion that prejudice has
propagated on this fubject, Every kind of
b 4 allment,



162 PROCEEDINGS of

ailment, for many years after inoculation, is
moft prepofteroufly ateributed to this caule,
as if it were expefted to exempt the patient
not only from the natural fmall-pox, but every
other difeafe.  Some have imagined that even
the fcrofula has been propagated by inocu-
lation, becaufe boils and other abfcefles fome-
times follow beoth the natural and artificial
fmall-pox. But it is fufficient to anfwer, what
every medical practitioner muft have ebferv-
ed, that the fcrofula is not an infeftious dif-
eafe. However, on this {ubjet, arguments
will be lefs convincing than authorities 5 and,
fortunately, one of the moft refpectable can
be produced. -

THE learned delegates of the facully of Medi-
cine at Paris, appointed to inquire into the advans
2ages er difadvantsges from inoculation of the
Small-pox, fent in 1764, fome quellions on this
important fubject, to the elder Dr. Alexander
Monro of Edinburgh. Theteftimony of this.
gentleman, near theclofe of a long and illuf-
trious life, muft be of the greateft weight
both on account of his eminent fkill in me-
dicine, anatomy, and furgery, and the im-
probability that he could then be influenced

by
























170 PRoOCREDINGS of

might be doubled, if their endeavours were
fuccefsful, which would always be the cafe,
if the methods were ftrictly. obferved. . This
difeafe is. qammu'ncated by infectious perfons,
clothes, &c. and the pmfnn m1ght certainly
be deftroyed by cleanlinefs, and: other eafy
methods of purification, The {mall addi-
tional expence of thefe rewards would proba«
kly be fupplied by the furplus of the inocu-
lating fund, as every fubferiber would fcarce«
1y recommend his full number of patients.
But if there thould be any deficiency to fup-~
port thefe regulations, one Charity Aflembly
would fupply a fund of rewards for many
years, if it produced nolarger a fum than is
here contributed by that method, once at
leaft every winter, to relieve a fingle diftreffed
family.

A s perhaps there never was an attempt to
keep fo large a town as Chefter free from the
natural fmall-pox, it might be apprehended,
that the propofed methed of prefervation would
be impraéticable. The regulations, there-
fore, judged fufficient for this important pur-
pofe, if exaétly obferved, are fubmitted to the
public conlideration, As they are neither

difhcule



























the SOCIETY. 179

ednefls were greatly aggravated by the vifi-
tation of fuch a peftilence. You have the
fatisfattion to refle@, that, under providence,
vour bounty has been the means of faving
the lives of many children, who would other-
wife have perifhed by this deftructive diftem-
per.

InocurLaTiON, at proper intervals, was from
the firft made a part of the benevolent in-
ftitution ; fince, as the fmall-pox continued
to prevail mnchecked through the reft of the
kingdem, there would obvionfly be litde
advantage in fecuring the inhabitants of
Chefter from a difeafe while young, which
they would inevitably catch as foon as they
‘were old enough to have any intercourfe with
their neighbours. It is now judged expe-
dient to propofe general inoculation, in order
effeCtually to preferve the young generation
hitherto fpared from the natural fmall-pox.
That the attempt can do no harm there is
the cleareft evidence to prove. It appeared
from autheatic faéts * laid' before the Gene-
RaL Meerine, that previous to the eftab-

* See the Prorosar, p. 155.
A aa lithment
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prefent opportunity, another will probably
never be offered.

You know that all the poor children in
Chelter are expofed rto this infection in ecarly
infancy. Your choice can only be, whether
to gwve it a few months fooner or later, whe-
ther to give a2 mild and fafe difeafe by ino-
culation, or a molt leathfome and dangerous
illnefs by the natural infe€tion; whetherto have
a fick family for a few days or hours only,
or for many weeks. You are farther to con-
fider, that it is not merely the /ives of your
children which have a better chance of being
faved by inoculation ; but that thofe dreadful
confequences fo frequently following the na-
tural {mall-pox, fuch as blindnefs, lamenefs,
and the like, which caufe the unhappy fuffes-
ers to remain, for life, a burden to their pa-
rents or friends, are almoft entirely unknown
in the inoculated fmall-pox,

SaouLp any of you, however, refufe the
benefit now offered, we warn you to avoid
the danger of catching the infeftion from
inoculated patients, which may be done
by obferving the fellowing ealy direftions :

Juffer
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melancholy accidents of this kind, -wé -have -
tco much reafon to apprehend.: Tho’ ‘the -
natural fmall-pox, that at prefent prevails in
Chefter, is remarkably ‘malignant and fatal, =
yet it by no means follows that the inocu-.
Jated will be fo. General inoculations have -
often been moft fuccefsfully executed at the -

very time when the natural diftemper has been
moft deftrultive. |

WEe have refleéted that feveral of our fel-
low-citizens may be in {uch a fituation that
they cannot conveniently {pare time, from the
employment on which the {ubfiftence of their
family depends, to nurfe their children during
inoculation. The greateft objects of compaf-
fion might hence be unable to enjoy the be-
nefic intended by this bounty. To perfons
in fuch circumftances we offer the following
rewards, on condition that they exaltly ob-
{ferve the rules that are judged neceffary both
for the welfare of their own family, and to
prevent the diftemper from being communi-
cated to others,

Ir then you have a proper regard for the
health and lives of your children, and have a
Bb due
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Mefl. Johnfon and Owens.
Mr. Sandbach.
Mr. Freeman.

No, X,
REPORT or THe SMALL-POX
SOCIETY, CursTtEeR.

General Meeting, March 27, 1781.
We judge it neceflary to acquaint our fel-
low-citizens with our proceedings, fince the
General Meeting of Feb. 11th, 1780.

In deference to the opinion of fome re-
{pectable perfons, an attempt was made, laft
Spring, to inoculate our poor people in an
hofpital. A commodious houfe, in a conve-
nient fituation, was fixed on for the purpofe.
After a week fpent in inquiries for patients,
by all the inoculators, not a fingle perfon
could be found in Chefter, who would enter
an hofpital for the fake of inoculation. The
fociety then inoculated eighty-five children,
each at their own houfes, The moft folicit-
ous care was taken, for a fortnight before
inoculation, to preferve thefe patients from the
natural contagion, every where difperfed a-
mong them, and, after they became infeQi-
ous, to prevent their communicating it to

Bba others.
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which it was eftablithed. The tranfaétions
above faithfully related, it is hoped, will help
to produce fuch conviction. The money al-
ready fubfcribed is confiderably lefs than will
be required. The fociety, however, have no
apprehenfion, that, in Chefter, there will ever
be a deficiency of charitable aid for fuch a
humane purpofe as fecuring our fellow citizens
from fo loathfome and fo fatal a difeafe as the
natural {mall-pox.
By order of the general meeting.
Txo. FarcoNer, Chairman.

No. X.
ADDRESS 1o Tue INHABITANTS or
CHESTER.
Chefter, Fan. 29, 1782.
UnrorTunaTeLy, the fmall-pox, and of
a very mortal kind, at prefent prevails in fe-
veral parts of this city. Two years ago,
when this diftemper raged fatally among us,
a general inoculation was propofed by the
{mall pox fociety; A/l who accepted  this
benevolent propofal, though fome under one
month old, paffed through the difeafe, in the
moft favourable manner: an event fo recent
and fo well known in this place, ought to

produce general conviction of its fafety.
Cec We
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‘WEe hear, with great fatisfaltion, that thers
has lately been 416 patients inoculated at Li-
verpool, of whom only one died.

A FrEE inoculation is again offered to fuch
of our fellow-citizens as may require our aid,
to fave the lives of their offspring from this
fatal peftilence; provided they bring a re.
commendation from any of the following
members of the fmall-pox fociety, within the
next enfuing ten Days; otherwife they muft
be excluded from the benefit now humanely
intended for their prefervation.

[Catalogue of members.]

Fue committee of the fmall-pox fociety
think it their duty to acquaint their fellow-
citizens, efpecially the humane benefactors to
this charity, that this dreadful diftemper is
now fpreading in Chefter; and that this ca+
lamity has manifeftly proceeded from numer-
ous tranfgreffions of the regulations propofed
by the fociety. The chief occafion of this
misfortune has been a want of early infor-
mation after a family became infectious, fo

that,
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that, in many inftances, the infpe@ors had
not received intelligence of the diftemper, till
two or three weeks after it had appeared in a
family, and not till it was quite over in many
ether families 5 in the former cafe, much mif-
chief was done before the Rules of Prevention
were delivered to them, and in the latter cale,
they received no Ruies at all. This want of
early intelligence, we are clearly convinced,
has, In great meafure, been occafioned, by
not giving the Reward for Information, fo
punctually and fo promptly as ought to have
been done, and by its not being generally
known that fuch reward might be obtained.
Both thefe errors, the committee have taken

meafures to correct, and in a manner that
they truft will be effectual,

Tnoven we lament, moft fincerely, thag
thefe irregularities have difperfed this deftruc-
tive contagion in many parts of the town,
yet they fhew, in the cleareft light, the great
vtlity of our preventive meafures. During
the experience of near four years, not a fingle
faét bas occurred to prove that the regulations
of the fociety have been infufficient to pre-
vent the diftemper from fpreading, when per-

Cca fectly
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of the diftri, below named, as foon as they
hear a freth family is infe&ed.

It is with the fincereft fatisfaltion we ob-
ferve, that our example has excited a like
beneficent fpirit toward the poor inhabitants
of other large towns. In Leeds they had
a general inoculation in the fpring of 1781,
and propofed another in 1782; in Liverpool
a general inoculation was fuccefsfully exe-
cuted in the autumn of 1781, and another
in the fpring of 1782, and they have refolv-
¢d on a general inoculation there fwice every
year. Such has been the fuccefls that has
attended thefe exertions at Chefter, Leeds,
and Liverpool, that the Royal College of
Phyficians at Edinburgh have appointed a
committee to inquire into their mode of
conduéting the gratis inoculation of the poor,
in order to diffufe the benefit of this falutary
art among all ranks in the mertropolis, and
probably other large towns of Scotland. And
it may be reafonably expeéted that the fame
benevolent difpofition which has promoted
general inoculation in thefe places, will ere
long be employed to check the progrefs of
the natural diftemper, an important objeét

which
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fociety, there might be fafely and fuc-
cefsfully founded a general law to pro-
mote inoculation, or, what weuld be
incomparably more eafy,and more grate-
ful to the feelings of humanity, to
eftablith regulations that would exter-
minate the Smak-pox from Great-Britain.
To attain {o important a blefiing would
require the general, united, and perie-
vering exertions of our legiflators and
magiftrates, as well as the medical fa-
culty. It would employ much time and
labour, executed with afliduous zeal,
care and attention. No {ervice could
deferve to be more amply rewarded, if
we eftimate its value by the multituds
of lives it would preferve, and the infi-
nite variety of human mifery it would
prevent. To accomplifh a plan fo be-
neficial to our country, and to huma-
nity, would be highly honourable to our
profeflion, and un{peakably grateful to
every heart warmed with the generous
ardour of patriotifm and philanthropy.
























