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14 A CATALOGUES OF INDIAN

the 3d November 1800, of which the following is
~an extract.

* Un hazard heureux a fait decouvrir a L'Isle
““ d¢ la Reunion un remede le plus efficace de tous
‘f ceux connus contre les vers. Il y a plusieurs an-
““ nées qu’on en fait usage avec le plus grand suc-
““ ¢cés, a L’Islc de France, ou les maladies vermi-
“ neuses sont tres communes. Clest du lait de
¢« papayes. On incise ce fruit quand il est verd.
¢« Il rend un lait, qu’on recueille, et qu’on fait
“ prendre a jeun au malade. C’est le plus puissant -
“de tous le vermifuges. On pretend qu’il tue
“ meme le Tenia cucurbiteux, qui est assez com-
“mun dans L'Isle. Au reste, les preuves de la
““ vertu puissante de ce remede sont deja tres nom-
¢ breuses, sans qu’il soit resulté d’accidens, quoiqu’
““ on ait essaye de ’administrer en grande dose. Ce
¢ qui rend ce remede precieux, c¢’est qu'une seule
“¢ dosc suffit pour tuer tous les vers, quelle grande
‘¢ qu’en soit la quantité.”

The vermifage, thus strongly recommended, and
on such respectable authority, has not yet come
into use here, either among the native or European
practitioners ; although an account of it was pub-
lished, at the time, in the Calcutia newspapers, A
remedy, however, so simple, and so easily at all
times to be procured, certainly deserves to have a
fair trial, The dose for an infant is one tea spoonful
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36 A CATALOGUE OF INDIAN

pules setaceous. Peduncles axillary, solitary, shorter than the
leaves, one.flowered. Capsules 10, without beak, (Roxz. Ms.)

There are several other species of the Sida in
Bengal ; butI have selected these three, as being
the kinds most generally used in medicine by the
Hindus. Like the other columniferous plants,
they all abound in mucilage, and are much em-
pioyed by the natives as demuleents and emollients.
They possess these virtues, in at least an equal de-
gree with our officinal Altheea and Maive ; and
may well supply their place, either forinternal use,
or, externally, for fomentations, cataplasms and en-
emata. See Murray, II. 357. WoopvirLrg, 1. 146.

Sixapris Dicnoroxa. (Roxe. ws.) Serson,(1) H. Sarshapa, S.

Sp. Ch.—Dichotomons. Siliques cylindric, smooth, spread.
ing. Beak straight and tapering. Leaves stem-clasping ; the
Jower somewhat Jyred. Superiour ovate, lanceolate, entire.

All are smooth, as are also the stem and branches.
[Roxs. MS,
Sixaris Ramoss. (Roxn. MS.) Rai,(2) H. Rdjicd, S.

Sp. Ch.—Annual. Erect. Ramous. Siliques expanding,
linear, vertically compressed, smooth. Leaves petioled ; lows
er Jyred : superiour sublanceolate. (Roxs. MS.)

Both these species of mustard, as well as a third
species called Zori® H. Tuvericd, S. are exten-
sively cultivated in Bengal, on account of the oil
procured from the seeds. In respect to medicinal
qualities, these seeds correspond exactly with the
_—— e ey g o - o

(1) Surson. (%) Roee. (5) Toree,
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42 A CATALOGUE OF INDIAN

the size of a pistachio nut, of a deep black colour,
and a firm, compact substance. Its taste is bit«
terish, and strongly astringent. The Jengi Har
is, as far as I can learn, more frequently used in
medicine, by the natives, than any of the other
Myrobalans being very generally employed by
them as a purgative. It operates briskly, but
without occasioning heat or irritation. Persons
liable to redundancy of bile, habitual costiveness,
or any othe@omplaint which requires the frequent
use of gentle laxatives, will find this one of the
most convenient which they can use,

The only remaining JMyrobalan noticed by the
writers on pharmacy, is the Citrina. The tree
which yields this sort has not yet been described,
but there are now growing in the botanic garden
some young plants of it (raised from seeds brought
from the Malabar Coast,) which from their habit,
Dr. Roxsuren thinks will prove to belong to the
genus Terminalia.

TricoNerra Fenem Grzcon. (W.) Méehil) H, Méehi 8.

Munrravy, II. 447.
Wodnviiee, 111, 487.

8. H. Zengi, Hindi or Aswed; when the young fruit is still further
advanced. Eecing dried, it is of the size of a ralsin, apd is black; wheunce
its pame. (.4swed black, or Zengi negro.)

4. H. Chini, gathered when the not has acquired some degree of hard-
ness. The dried fruit is of a green colour, inclining to yellow,

5. H. Asfer, when approaching to matority. The fruit, when dry, is
of a reddish yellow ; whence the name. (. Asfer, yellow.)

6. 4. Cabuli, when the fruit is come to full maturity,

(1) Melhee,
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This elegant shrub is very generally cultivated
in Hindustdan, as well on aceount of its beauty, as
for its valuable medicinal qualities. It delights in
a watery situation, and is readily propagated by

. k.
cuttmgs.

The Ieaves of the Aisinda have a better claim to
the title of discutient, than any (;ther vegetable
remedy with which I am acquainted. Their effi-
cacy in disp%ﬂiug inflammatory swellings of the
joints, from acute rheumatism, and of the testicles,
from suppressed gonorrhea, has often excited my
surprize. The success with which the natives em-
ploy them, in these complaints, has induced some
Luropean practitioners to adopt the practice, and
I hope it will come into general use. The mode of
employing the leaves is simple. A quantity of them,
pulled fresh from the tree, is put into an earthen
pot, and heated over the fire, to as great a degree
as can be borne without pain. They are then ap-
plied to the part affected, in as large a quantity as

can be conveniently kept on by a proper bandage,
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# The following curions remark of A Costa, on the facility with which
this tree is cultivated, shews the high estimation in which the Negundo was
hield in his time = ** Adeo frequens est hujus arboris usus ad medendum in
* jllis regionibus, ul nisi Deus priecisos ramos multiplici {®etura renaseci-
e faperet, jam din fuissent consumpise arbores, aut certé maximi pretii
o pune essent,” He ought not, however, to have aseribed its being so much
in request solely to its medicinal virtues, having before told us. * Maulieres
# horum foliorum decocto omni tempore universum corpus lavant; tanta-
“ que invasit persuasio apud illas Negundi folia, flores ct fructus, utilia
¢ esse ad juvandum conceptum, uteum qui contrarium persuadere conetur
¢ lapidibus obruture sint.” A Costa, Aromat. Lib. jaterpret. Crus, p. 286,
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Caxpmor. Cafur(VH. Carphura S.

Murray, IV. 445.
Laurus Camphora. {'1,'.?‘.;,.;.“?;1?1.1:, IV. 66.

Carxa Roor. Chib Chini(2) H.

) p Muourray, 1. 490.
Smilax China. g'ﬁ'nubﬂtLE, IV. 66.

This root was formerly held in high estimation,
in Europe, as a remedy for the venereal disease ;
but has long been superseded, by its congener, the
Smilax Sarsaparilly; yet this last has been, by
some authors of great authority, considered asa
very inert substance, and scarcely possessing any
medicinal virtue whatsoever.®* Those who judge
more favourably of its effieacy, may, in cases
where it cannot be procured, bave recourse to the
China root, as a substitute. Dr. WoobnviLL,
after nﬁserving that, < like the Sarsaparilla, the
““ China root contains a considerable share of bland

¥

“ nutritive matter,” adds, ‘ that it appeared to
“ him not less adapted to the auxiliary purposes
¢« of medicine.”+ If the sanative virtue of these
roots depends on this nutritive matter, which is
probably the case, the China root would seem to
claim the preference; as it coatains it in a much
larger proportion, amounting to upwards of half
the weight of the root;f but there is much dif-

ficulty in estimating the comparative efficacy of
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(1) Kafoor. (2) Chob Cheenee.
s J. HosTter. Ven. Dis. p. 871, CuLLey, Mat, Med, p. 200. Duncay,

Edinb. New Disp. Ed. 1806,
+ Med. Bot. 1V. 61. + Aikix's Lowis. Mat, Med, 1L p. 331






AS A CATALOGUE OF INDIAN

Catechu is, by the natives of Hindustan. Itis
prepared from the leaves of the shrub above refer-
red to, (which belongs to a genus nearly allied to
the Nawclea) intwo different modes. 1. By boil-
ing the leaves, and inspissating the decoction. 2.
By infusing the leaves, in warm water, for some
hours, when a faecula subsides, which is inspissated
by the heat of the sun, and formed into small cakes.
The Gambir, prepared in this last mode, is by far
the best. 1In appearance, and sensible qualities, it
resembles the Catechu, as also in its medicinal
properties. Its taste is powerfully astringent, and
at first bitter, but afterwards sweetish, Tried by
the gelatine test, the Gambir appears to contain
more of the Tannin principle, than any other ve-
getable astringent; and, were it not for its high
price, would be a most valuable material for the
preparation of leather.
Gampoce. Galkatu, Singalese.
Stalagmitis Gambogioides. Murway, IV. 106 & 654.
Manxa. Shirkhisshe(1) H. and P. Terenjabin, Arab.
Manna Persicum. Foruencirr, Phil. Tr. XLITL.47,
The manna sold in the bazars here, is imported
from Bussorah, and is the same with that dgscribed
by Dr, Fornereiry, in the paper to which I have
referred. The plant which yields it, is supposed
to be the Hedysarum Alhagi (L.) It i1s a very

= —

(1) Sheerk hisht.


















hi A CATALOGUE OF INDIAN

forms me that it nearly corresponds with the
process which he found described in a Persian
treatise on medicines. “* Fifty six pounds of Sa-
“mur salt (a muriate of Soda, got from a salt
“ lake of that name) are mixed with twenty
““ ounces of dried Aonlas, ( Emblic Myrobalans. )
““ One fourth of these materials is put inte a
““round earthen pot, with a narrow mouth,
“ which is put on a fire-place made of clay. The
““ fire-place has a hole at the bottom, for introduc-
““ ing the fire-wood. After the fire has been light-
¢ ed about an hour, and the materials in the pot
¢ appear to be melted, the rest of the materials is
“ added by degrees. The whole is then exposed
““ to a strong red heat, for about six hours, The
“¢ fire 1s then zllowed to dic away, and the pot to
““ cool ; which, upon being broken, is found to
‘¢ contain about forty-eight pounds of Célu Nemee,
*“ or Bit-laban."

The BRit-laban, or Bit-noben, as it is sometimes
called, 1s a medicine in great estimation, with both
the Hindu and Muliammedan physicians; but
particularly with the former. It is very generally
used as a tonic in dyspepsia and gout, as a deobs-
iruent in obstructions of the spleen and mesenteric
elands, diseases to which children, in Hindustan,
are peculiarly liable ; and as a stimulant in chronic
theumatism and palsy. It is also one of the many
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Merir Cremorer (L.) Telini(D) H.
Mylabris Cichorei. Fanrre. Sp. Insect. 1. 330.

See in the bth vol. of the As. Res. a very full
and accurate description of this species of Melde
by Col. HarpwickE, to whom we are indebted
for discovering that the insect is a native of these
provinces, and for bringing it to our notice as an
excellent substitute for the Spanish blistering fly.
It abounds in various districts of Bengal, Bahar,
and Owde, particularly in the rainy season ; dur-
ing which it is found feeding on the flowers of the
cucurbitaceous plants, and most frequently on
those of the species of cucumber called by the na-
tives Turdi® (cucumis acutangulus W.) It is
also met with on the flowers of the numerous spe-
cies of Sida and Hibiscus. The three transverse
undulated black bands on its yellow elytra or wing-
cases, constitute a conspicuous specific character,
by which it is readily distinguished from the other
species of Melie ; but it should be observed
that the breadth of the stripes varies considerably in
different individuals, and therefore some entomolo-
gists make the Sp. Charact. Elytra nigra, fas-
ciis tribus flavis, instead of Elytra flava, fasciis
iribus nigris.*

m~_

(1) Telinee. (2) Teoryee.

* The Mclie Cichorei iz very widely dispersed, being found in 21l the
warm conntries of Furope and A sie, from Calabria to Ching, ( Amewit, Acad.
V1. 138) also in Egypt (HassErguist. it, 410 No. 101, avd about the tups
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60 A CATALOGUE OF INDIAN

The insect appears early in the rainy season, It is
seldom seen on the wing, but generally running on
the ground, particularly in fields overrun with the
common plant the Trianthema Decandra (W.)
called by the natives Bis Copra,!) which proba-
bly furnishes it with nourishment, though it is
sometimes observed feeding on the flowers of the
Solanum Melongena W. ( Baigan® H. Vartaci 8.)
The orange red colour of the abdomen, with the
black dot on each of the segments, form a good
~ diseriminative specific character.

Dr. Burt having discovered the property which
this inseet possesses of being a safe and efficacious
epispastic, recommended it as a substitute for the
Spanish blistering fly, and by his meritorious exer~
tions the use of it has been introduced in all the
hospitals of the upper provinces.

Although the M. Cichorei is more widely spread
than the M. Triantheme, it is not so abuudant in
any one province as the latter is in the Doab, nor
bhave we yet been able to collect the flies of the
former species in any considerable number for use;
whereas, during last August and September a sup-
ply of the M. Trianthe¢me was gathered suflicient
to serve the two medical depdts of Jdgrah and
Cawnpore for a twelve month.
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(1) Bess Ehupra. (2) Busgun,
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63 APPENDIX.

attending to with a view to economy in situations
where the Pomegraiate tree is scarce,

Two more cases of Tenia, in which the remedy
in question was used with compleat success, have
lately been communicated to me by the patients
themselves, one a respectable merchant in Calcutta,
the other a gentleman in the civil service, but as
the circumstances of these cases were nearly the
same with those of the preceding, it is unnecessary
to detail them. I shall therefore only mention
that in both instances the worms were voided entire
within a few hours, after the administration of the
medicine.

The facts above stated fully evince the remark-
able power of the bark of the Pomegranate root
in removing the tape-worm, and will, I think,
warrant the conclusion that it 1s a more efficacious
remedy for that complaint than any other which
has yet been discovered, without excepting even
the Fern root,* the celebrated remedy of Madame
Nvurrer. The Fern root itself is a substance of
scarcely any activity, and if used alone would pro-
bably be found of very little service, but a dose
of calomel and scammony, (as originally directed
by Madame Nu¥rrER,) or some other strong ca-
thartic, is generally given to the patient two hours

L= — == e — S T T
* Aspidium filix mas, Swyrn’s, Flor. Bril.

Polyp odium filix mas. 3 %‘;’; T];; :‘;ui'ﬁ;: *i-;.;
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