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P R EFACE

— T OO

HE advantages. arifing -from the ufe of

the Bath WatéfsTin rheumatic cafes,

have {fcarcely, I apprehend, been noticed as
they deferve. This remedy has indeed of late
years been generally underftood to be applicable
to thefe complaints ; but the particular circum-
flances that lead to, or diffuade from its ufe,

have not, as far as I know, been fpecifically
pninted out.

To determine in what cafes, fituations, or
{ftages of this diforder, the ufe of the Waters
may be advifable, what feafons of the year
are moft favourable to their good effeéts, at
what periods of life the greateft relief may
be expedted, and what continuation of the
ufe of the remedy may be deemed a fuffi-
cient trial, is undoubtedly a matter of no fmall
confequence ; as it may fuggeft, on the one
hand, the means of relief in a painful malady,
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this I mean to fpeak more particularly in another
work.

This complaint fometimes terminates unfor-
tunately in another way. When violent attacks
of the rheumatifm come on at an early period
of life, the irritability of the body feems fometimes
to be increafed to fuch a degree, that the flighteft
occafional caufe will produce a renewal of the in-
flammatory paroxyfm. Under thefe circumitances
the patient is feldom free from the complaint, and
the diftrefs arifing from this unremitting pain and
torture are fuch, as to wear out the firength and
{pirits, and bring on an heétical difpofition, which
foon puts an end to life, already nearly exhaufied
by fatigue, diftrefs, and anxiety. This happens the
more frequently, as the circumftances of the patient
are unable to afford the comforts of a warm dwel-
ling, fufficient cloathing, nourifhing diet, and an
exemption from violent labour,

—ri DO P

CAUSE OF RHEUMATISM,

Corp has been afligned, by all the writers whe
have treated of this complaint, as the PRINCIPAL
caufe. This, I think, might be extended farther,
as I am fatisfied it is the onLY caufe, though it is
by no means improbable that the application of
cold may excite rheumatifm in fome conftitutions
and ftates of the body more readily than in others.
Cold however is a term of confiderable latitude, and
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