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ADVERTISEMENT.

e ———

In preparing a new edition of the Medical For-
mulary for publication, we have endeavoured to ren-
der the work as complete as the nature of the subject
will admit. The materials have been carefully re-
vised, and almost every class of medicines augment-
ed, by the addition of many prescriptions derived
from the periodical journals, standard medical works,
and onr professional friends.

We are chiefly indebted to the writings of M.
Majendie, for the formul® relating to the newly-dis-
covered alkaline remedies. If we have occasionally
inserted compounds, which apparently belong to the
pharmacopeeia, it was from a conviction of their uti-
lity to the country practitioner, and also from the
fact, that they are not contained in the ordinary phar-
macopeias.

The list of Poisons with their JAntidotes, has been
revised ;—the Index also has been formed on a dif-
ferent plan from that of the first edition, and in such
way, that simple medicines, and their numerous com-
pounds may be referred to at a glance. 1

We cannot close this article without expressing
our sincere acknowledgments to our friend Dr.
Chapman, for the very flattering manner in which he
has recommended the Medical Formulary to his class
in the University of Pennsylvania.

Nov, 1830,









viil PREFACE.

concise rules will be found prefixed fo each class,
and observations have been attached to those pre-
scriptions, which possess peculiarities either in their
composition or effects.

T'he application of the remedies to diseases has
been lefi to the judgment of the practitioner, and
Therapeutical detail as much as possible avoided,
as it would have been inconsistent with the nature
and design of the work.

The object is to furnish models for extemporane-
ous formulwx, the proportions of which may be either
increased or diminished, according to the age, sex,
constitution, or idiosyncracy of the patient, all of
which are to be taken into consideration when a pre-
scription is directed, as well as the climate and pecu-
liar epidemic which may be prevailing,

The prescriptions have been couched in the Latin
language, and the names of the several articles will
be found regularly terminated. To furnish some-
thing like a Medical Grammar, was the intention, to
those unacquainied with the dead language; and
even those versed in the classics, may occasionally
find words used in prescriptions which are new te
them.

A class of Dietetic preparations has been placed
in the Appendix, No. 1. They are written in the
English language, and it is hoped they may be found
useful in furnishing directions necessary to be given
to the nurse.

In the Appendix, No. II. we have arranged those
poisons which are usually taken by accident or de-
sign, with their appropriate antidotes and some prac-
tical observations. g :
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FPREFACE, " IX

Appendix, No. III. contains some concise remarks
on the mode of using remedies on the “endermic
plan,” as well as the quantities employed, and the ef-
fects produced by several of the most potent remedial
agents. .

The materials for the work have been collected
from various sources, the writings of different authors,
periodical journals, manuscripts, and the contribu-
tions of our friends. It is hoped, therefore, that the
difficulties which have attended its progress will form
some apology for the errors which it may possibly
be found to contain. As a reason for not more fre-
quently attaching the names of authors to the pre-
scriptions, it may be observed, that they are a kind
of common medical property, which every physician
feels himself privileged not only to employ, but
modify as may best correspond with his own views.
1t is, therefore, difficult to say to whom many of them
belong; they have been touched, and retouched, till
they have lost their idenfity.

In conclusion, we beg leave to present our ac-
knowledgments to some of our friends for the en-
couragement they have given to the undertaking.
To Dr. Chapman we are particularly indebted for
the kindness and interest he has manifested in its
publication, and offer to him, (the only return we can
make,) our warmest thanks. It is with particular
pleasure we embrace this opportunity of expressing
our obligations to our friend, Dr. S. G. Morton,
whose intimate acquaintance with the subject, and
classical knowledge, are only equalled by the kind-
ness and indusiry he has displayed in facilitating the

work. .
2






INTRODUCTION.

Brrorr entering upon the main object of this
work, it may perhaps be allowable to notice a few
circumstances, which, though they appertain more
especially to Pharmaceutic Chemistry, appear to be
called for in this place; and though they are of course
familiar to every physician, still they may be useful
to such students as have not yet turned their attention
to prescriptions.

In the first place, then, it is requisite to be well ac-
quainted with the signs of gquantity, or those sym-
bolic characters which are used in writing prescrip-
tions. 1In the ancient practice of medicine, there was
a vast number of these symhols, not only for the pur-
pose of denoting the quantity of the ingredient, but
the ingredient itself. Most of these, however, have
become obsolete, and a few only are refained, as in-
dispensable to the convenience of the practitioner.
These will be found in the following table, which is
adopted in the Pharmacopeias for the regulation of
weights.

English Name.| Latin Name. ’ Symbol. Contains.

A pound, Libra, : 12 ounces.

An ounce, [Tncia, d £ 8 drachms.

A drachm, Drachma, 3, 3 scruples.

A scruple, Scrupulus, I~ 20 grains. |

In the manipulation of liquid substances, measures


















CLASS L

o EMETICS.

IN the administration of Emetics, a few simple
rules are worthy of attention. 'Whatever may be the
apparent necessity for emptying the stomach, we must
take into consideration all the circnmstances of the
case, and more particularly if there exist much arte-
rial excitement, with determination to the head; for
where these symptoms are present, blood-letting
should always be premised.

Where poisons have been taken, our ohject is to
evacuate the stomach as speedily as possible, and for
this purpose we select an emetic, which is prompt in
its action: But where the excitability of the stomach
is greatly diminished by a JWNarcotic, it is necessary
to assist the emetic by the addition of some excitani.
‘Where such an effect is cansed by opium, the system
may be generally rendered susceptible by the use of
vinegar, mustard, or ammonia. In these cases, how-
ever, the stomach-tube is our best resource.

‘Where free vomiting is desirable, it is most effec-
tually solicited by plentiful draughts of tepid water or
chamomile tea.

The evacuation of the stomach may be facilitated
very much by tickling the fauces with a feather, or
introducing the point of the finger as far back as pos-
sible, and titillating the parts with it.

e )
























CATHARTICS. 25

evening may be selected for the exhibition of a ca-
thartic.

If this should not prove sufficient, we can repeat
the dose in the morning and at regular intervals
through the day, until the effect is produced. The
principle, says Dr. Paris; which should govern our
conduct in the adminisiration of purgatives, may be
briefly stated.—The excitement is to be repeated till
the requisite action is induced, yet no single excite-
ment being such as may prove an irritant to the
organ.

But in the treatment of many diseases it is prefera-
ble to purge through the day, in order that the sleep
of the patient may not be disturbed at night.

The operation of these remedies may be very
much accelerated by the free exhibition of dilut-
ing drinks, such as oatmeal gruel, barley water,
&c. &ec.

By combination we are enabled to modify and con-
troul the action of many remedies, and some of the
most drastic purgatives may be made to operate
mildly, and yet certainly, by uniting several of them
in the same dose.

Finally, the operation of a cathartic may often be
promoted by judicious venesection ; and if spasm of
the intestines be present, opium may be advantageous-
ly joined with the purgative.

POWDERS.

Powder with Calomel and Jalap.

R. Calomelanos, gr. v. vel x.
Pulveris Jalapz, gr. x.
Misce, et signa.—To be given in molasses or syrup.
4

































































































































































































































100 EPISPASTICS.

the basilicon ointment, or cabbage leaves, for the first
few times, and then the ceratum simplex. In order
to keep it open, the weak epispastic, or savin oint-
ment, will be found sufficient.

In cases of acute disease, these remedies ought ne-
ver to precede those means which have a tendency to
reduce the system. It is generally admitted, that
otherwise employed, they do harm, though there are
individuals of acknowledged experience, who say,
‘“ they can bring a patient to the blistering point at
pleasure;” and in pleurisy, and some other acute
diseases, apply them soon after a free bleeding. The
blister should be placed as near the affected part as
possible. In fevers they are usually put on the inside
of the forearms or legs, back of the neck, or between
the sheulders. .

Where the system is very prostrate, they should
be applied to the inside of the thighs, or the last two
places mentioned : for when the circulation is very
languid in the extremities, they seldom draw well,
and are even liable to produce gangrene by exhaust-
ing the little vitality that remains.

‘Where, from peculiarity of constitution, strangury
is produced by them, we must take them off after a few
hours, and bathe the part with sweet oil or some such
mild application—if this prove insufficient, resort
must be had to diluent drinks, such as flaxseed tea
or barley water, with the sweet spirits of nitre; cam-
phor or parsley tea, or bladders half filled with warm
water and applied tothe pubes. An opium suppository
or injection will be found very advantageous. A poul-
tice of ground flaxseed, softened with lard, is often
very serviceable.
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POISONS, 211
ARSENIC.

There is no known antidote to this deadly poison,
and our sole dependance is upon mild diluents, albu-
men, (such as the whites of eggs suspended in milk,)
or warm water and sugar : these, however, should be
preceded by the judicions use of emetics and the sto-
mach-tube. These should be given ad libitum. Dr.

Chisholm considers the juice of the sugar-cane as the
best antidote.

B.
BARYTES.

The carbonate of this earth is poisonous, and
might possibly be taken by mistake. Its true antidote
is sulphate of magnesia or soda; with these a sul-
phate of barytes is formed, which is perfectly insolu-
ble, and may be brought off by emetics and copious
diluents, oleaginous or albuminous.

C.
COPPER.

"The sulphate of this metal is, perhaps, the only
chemical preparation that is likely to be taken into
the stomach. A more ordinary manner is the careless
use of culinary vessels, or mineral water fountains.
All saccharine preparations, and the prussiates of
potash and iron are counsidered as ils antidotes. But
our safest reliance is upon albumen, with copious
draughts of warm milk, and sugar or molasses.

(.
GOLD.
The nitro-muriate of gold is a powerful poison.
Its antidotes are sulphate of iron, which throws down









214 POISONS. Y.
miting, will accelerate and aggravate the action of ‘ﬁ
the opium; but that when the opium has previously
been expelled, water acidulated with vinegar, or any
other vegetable acid, will tend to diminish and cor-
rect the effects. Coffee, when prepared in strong de-
coction or infusion, rapidly lessens the symptoms, but
cannot be considered as an antidote. The resulis of
his experiments led him to give the following direc-
tions for the treatment of a person poisoned by opium.
Induce vomiting, if possible, with sulphate of copper,
tartar emetic, or sulphate of zinc: but the administra-
tion of walery liquors, with the view of promoting
the vomiting, should be forbidden, as they dissolve
the opium and promote its absorption. Bleed the pa-
tient immediately after the rejection of the poison, and
repeat this if necessary. Afterwards administer alter-
nately water acidulated with any vegetable acid, and
a strong infusion of coffee warmed-—and in ten or
twelve hours exhibit an enema, and let the arms and
legs of the patient be well rubbed. Purgative clysters
should be continued if it be suspected that any of the
opium still remains in the large intestines.”

Dy, Beck’s Med. Jurisprudence, Vol. I1. p.403.

OXALIC ACID.

Death is generally sudden when this poison has
been taken. A mixture of chalk and water is recom-
mended by Dr. Thomson, for the purpuse of convert-
g the acid into oxalate of lime. The alkalies must
be avoided.









ON THE ENDERMIC USE OF MEDICINES, 247

perceived, the whole appearing to be absorbed or
mingled with the secretions.”

‘We avail ourselves of Dr. Gerhard’s valuable pa-
per for the following facts in relation to those medi-
cines which act most effectually in the endermic me-
thod.

Sulphate of Quinia.—Blister to be applied to the
epigastrium during the apyrexia; and if the paroxysm
returns before the quinia can be used, defer it until the
next apyrexia. Apply four grains of powdered quinia,
(either alone or with an equal quantity of starch,)
four times a day, for two successive days.

JMorphia.—The acetate and sulphate act readily
and effectually. The sulphate is preferable because
more soluble and less irritating. It may be applied in
powder, (the best mode,) or in the form of cerate.
The dose varies from half a grain fo two grains. Its
effects are speedily perceptible.

Digitalis.—Dose two grains three times a day.

JAloes.—This medicine acts on the bowels with
nearly the same cerfainty as if faken internally. Dose
ten grains, to be repéated, if necessary, in a few hours.

Gamboge, owing to its solubility, purges freely in
the endermic method. Dose from five to eight grains.

Rhubarb, Jalap, Elaterium, and Croton 0il, con-
trary to what might be expected, do not produce ca-
tharsis, although they excite severe local irritation.

Squills.—This medicine in powder, sprinkled on a
blistered surface three times a day, in the quantity of
four grains at each application, causes copious diu-
resis. lts power is increased by combination with
Digitalis, in the proportion of four grains of the for-
mer to one of the latter.

Emetics from the vegetable kingdom all produce

- 28
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