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(22 )
trary, who are of a middle fize, or rather below
it, being prefumed to be more generally healthy,
and beft adapted to the common occafions of life,
may be expeéted to have the beft labours, as they
have fufficient power, and a readier difpofition to
act.
The habits of life, and the difpofitions of patients,
have been fuppofed to have fome influence in for-
warding or retarding labour. Thofe women who
are indolent in their habits and difpofitions, per-
form all the funtions of the conftitution in a {low
and indolent manner, and of courfe may be expec-
ted to have tedious labours. But thofe who are of
lively difpofitions and a&ive habits, being in the
conftant exercife of their powers, have not only
thefe powers ftrengthened, but greater energy alfo;
and the a&ivity of the parts concerned in parturi-
tion, will partake of that of the body in general.
The regularity, together with the eafe or dif-
ficulty of a labour, may, in fome meafure depend
upon the ftrength or weaknefs of the faculties of
the mind ; but this muft be a very general obfer-
vation, and can only hold good in that extenfive
way in which it is admitted in other occurrences
of life, in which weaknefs of judgment may fancy
evils that do not exift, or add to the weight of
thofe which are unavoidable.
Labours are generally affe@ted by the climate
in
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vidual difficult labour, fhould be pointed out, as
well as the condu@ which each fpecific caufe may
require. It was before obferved, that there are
advantages to be gained by experience, of which
no doétrinc or words can convey an adequate
idea; and thofe who are in poffeffion of experience,
feldom bend to the rules of others. Butitis of
the greateft confequence to thofe who have not
yet gained experience, that they fhould acquire
the habit of regiftering and arranging the particu-
lar knowledge they may have an opportunity
of gaining, into regular order, or they will lofe
the benefit of it; as it will either be loft, or
recollected with difficulty, when they want to
apply an obfervation made in one cafe to the
exigencies of another. To prevent thefe de-
te€ls, we will divide a]l Difficult Labours into
four Orders or Kinds, and then enumerate the
principal caufes of each Order.  As the knowledge
of caufes, and the management or removal of
effe@s or difficultics, thould go band in hand, the
methods to be ufed for the relief of thefe, will
at the fame time be pointed out.

In the Firft Order will be included all thofe
labours which are rendered difficult from the
inert or irregular a&ion of the uterys :

In the Second, thofe which are occafioned by
the rigidity of the parts to be dilated :
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fiderable progrefs, and there has been reafon to
expec that it would be concluded in a fhort time,
there may be a fufpenfion of the action of the
aterus for many hours, without any mifchief or
hazard, as experience often fhews, though the
caufe of fuch fufpenfion may not be obvious to, or
explicable by us. |
Immediately on the acceflion of labour, it has
been the cuftom to confine women to their beds,
or to fome particular pofition, on the prefumption
that it would be thereby rendered more eafy than
in any other. By fuch condu&, expetations of
a fpeedy delivery are often raifed; and when thefe
are baulked, the mind of the patient is difturbed,
and then the procefs becomes irregular.  But it will
always be found more comfortable and ufeful
10 leave the patient to her own choice in thefe
matters, and her inclination will be a better guide
than any other. Time 1s the fafeft and generally
the only remedy for lingering and tedious labours
from this caufe, and the patient will often find re-
lief, either by walking or ftanding, or chufing that
pofition which the herfelf prefers, becaufe fhe will
inftin€tively feck that which is proper. However in
many firuations of this kind, the frequent exhibition
of emollient clyfters is of fervice; and when the
labour is far advanced, in fome cafes in which
the aGion of the uierus is very feeble and flow in its
e returns,
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cavity of the aterus, from the genuine, will be pro-
dutive of inconvenience, according to the peculia-
rity and degree of alteration ; and it is to be wifhed,
that we had the power of altering the form when
thus irregular, of fupprefiing the a&ion of the uterus
when too vehement or untimely, and of firengthen-
ing it when too feeble, according to the neceffities
of each cafe. But as thefe things are beyond our
power, and all that we can do is, not by com-
manding what we chufe, but by making the beft
of fuch circumftances as do really occur, it is ne-
ceflary to confider, whether by any previous ma-
nagement it is in our power to prevent or remedy
this irregularity of a&ion, when it is in fuch a
degree, as to be very painful or troublefome be-
fore, or at the time of labour. When there is
pain of any unufual kind in the region of the aterus,
greater or different from that which may be confi-
dered as one of the common effe@s of pregnancy,
there is ufually an increafe of that feverifh difpo-
fition, which in a certain degree is natural to all
women with child ; and then it will be neceflary
to take away {mall quantities of blood, and to be
very attentive that the regular courfe of the
bowels is procured or preferved. This Irregu-
lar, as well as the infufficient a&ion of the ute-
rus, moft frequently happens to thofe who are
naturally too irritable, or who lead inadive lives ;
and to fuch women thould be pointed out the ne-
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child a little higher inte the pefvis, by the introduc-
tion of the fingers and thumb of the right hand,
which may be done without prejudice to either of
them, during the continuance of the pains ; or, by
prefling the head towards the hollow of the Jacrum,
by which means, more room will be made for the
waters to efcape. However, the dribbling of the
waters is not a circumftance of much importances
when it is not combined with other caufes of diffi-
culty ; and it may be again mentioned that it is
generally occafioned by the artificial or premature
rupture of the membranes.

5. Shortnefs of the funis umbilicalis.

The funis umbilicalis feems to admit of a greater
variety than any other part of the ovum, being in *
one fubjeé perhaps three or four times as long as
it is found in another, It may be naturally very
thort, or it may be rendered fo accidentally, by
“ its circumvolution round the neck or body of the
child; and whichfoever of thefe is the cafe, the
inconvenience produced at the time of labour is
the fame ; that is, the labour may be retarded ; or
perhaps the placenta may be loofened prematurely ;
or the child may be injured by the mere firetching
of it, as this muft neceflarily leflen the diameter
of the veffels. But the two latter inconveniences
very feldom occur.

The fhortnefs of tle funis is always to be fu-

F fpetted
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bend or doubling on accotint of the confinement
of the neck by the twifling of the funis.

Inftances have occurred in which though the
head of the child was expelled, the body has re-
mained, and could not even be extraéted for a
long time, perhaps for feveral hours. Two things
are then to be confidered, firft, whether the child
be alive ; fecondly, whether it be hindered by the
thortnefs of the funis merely. 1fthe child be alive
and breathes though imperfeétly, we haye no oc-
cafion to be in a hurry, it being only requifite that
we fhould keep its mouth open, allow of the
free accefs of the air, till it is expelled, or can be
more readily extrafted ; for the internal organs will
accommodate themfelves to that ftate, and the child
will poffefs a fpecies of life half uterine and half
breathing. But when it has remained in that
fitvation as long as we think confiftent with its
fafety, and it cannot be without great violence
extraéted, fhould it be hindered by the fhortnefs
of the funis, we have been taught * that it is advif-
able todivide the funis before the body is expelled.
Previous to our doing this it will however be
expedient to tie the funis with two ligatures, and
then to divide it between them, otherwile the child
will be inftantly defiroyed by the fudden gufh of

blood,

& Sce Chapman—p. 63 and 85s.
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acute difeafes, during which a patient may either
be delivered at her full time, or fuffer abortion,
we have already {poken in the Eflay on Uterine
Hemorrhages.

7. Fever or local inflammation.

On the acceffion of labours, there is ufually
fome increafe of heat, of the quicknefs of the pule,
thirft, and general feverith difpofition; and thefe
are commonly in proportion to the exertions re-
quired, or made for the completion of the labour,
with refpeét to which they are properly fpeaking,
merely fymptomatic. But in fome cafes the ex-
citement is too great, and inftead of helping the
action of the parts concerned in parturition, it pre-
vents their ating with regularity or energy.
Whenever the pains of labour are feeble, itisa
vulgar cuftom, without regard to the caufe, to give
cordials very freely, with the view of accelerating
their returns, or of firengthening them; though
under many circumftances, by fuch proceeding *
we evidently add to the evils we mean to remove.
In fome cafes alfo, from the acutenels and con-

ftancy

#* Lerd Bacon had a clear idea of this, though by the man-
ner of expreffion it is rendered fomewhat obfcure: ¢ To pro-
cure eafy travails of women, the intention is to bring down
the child, whereunto they fay the loadftone helpeth ; but the
befl help is to ftay the coming down too faft.”

' Nat, Hifl. cent, x. 968.
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8. Want of Irritability in the Conflitution.

Under many circurnftances which occur in the
pradtice of medicine, it has been obferved, that when
a caufc of pain exitls, it is found to produce an ef-
fe@ quite contrary to what might be expected ;
that is, inftead of exciting the powers of any one
part, or of the whole frame to aétion, it creates
a partial or univerfal infenfibility, and a difpropor-
tionate a&ion. In fome cafes, on the acceflion of
labour, the caufe, inftead of raifing a difpofition to
a&, or a power of acting with cnergy in the parts
concerned, feems to leffen both the difpofition and
power to a&, and in fome cafes to deprive them,
for a certain time, of all power, as effeGtually as if
they became paralytic. Inconveniencies of this
kind are moft frequently obferved to take place in
fat and inadtive women, and fuch, in fpite of all
the means which can be fafely ufed, will necefia-
rily have very flow and lingering labours; and
though they may at length be delivered by their
pains, feeble as they are, when there is no mate-
rial caufe of obftruction, much time will be requir-
ed for every part of the procefs, I have often fu-
{peéted that the foundation of this imperfe& ac-
tion, or total inadtion in the advanced ftate of la-
bour, may have been laid by fome error or acci-
dent in the beginning, perhaps, by exciting the
aflion
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be reafonably expefted, that the progrefs of a lav
bour thould be forwarded or hindered by the paf-
fions, It is conftantly found, that the fear of ala-
bour, or the fame impreflion from any other caufe
at the time of labour, leflens the energy of all the
powers of the conftitution, or diminifhes, or wholly
fupprefles the aétion of the parts concerned in par-
turition. It is alfo obferved, that the chearful flow
of the {pirits, which arifes from the hope of an
happy event, infpires women with an a&ivity and
refolution which are extremely vfeful and favour-
able in that fituation. In the time of a labour pro-
ceeding very {lowly or irregularly, doubts and fears
in the mind of the patient have an evident and
great influence upon the pains; and when thefe
are removed, and her refolution confirmed, the will
go on with courage, and effefts will be producéd
which would have been impofiible if fhe had re-
mained in a ftate of depreffion.  The intelligent
pra&itioner will avail himfelf of the knowledge of
thefe things, and by his difcretion he will infpire
his patient with fentiments which will enable her
to go through difficulties, which to her feelings,
and perhaps to his own judgment, appeared un-
furmountable. It will alfo regulate the conduét of
all her attendants and friends, and lead them ftep
by ftep to co-operate in his views and intentions,
which will at length terminate to the real advan-
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os uters be projetted to the left fide, fhe ought to
reft as much as poffible on the fame fide, and fo
of the right ; if it be proje@ed backwards, which
is always the cafe when we cannot reach the os
uter: 1n the beginning or early part of a labour,
the ought to lic upon her back. By this method the
Jundus of the uterus, conftantly leaning or inclin-
ing tothe fide of the obliquity, will gradually but
effeCtually project the os uteri more and more to-
wards a central pofition.

Cafes have been recorded, in which it was faid
that the os uteri was perfeétly clofed, and in which
it has not only been propofed to make an artificial
opening inftead of the clofed natural one, but the
operation has aQually been performed. Ido not
know that I fhould be juftified in faying that fuch
cafes have never occurred, becaufe they have not
occurred in my pra&ice ; but I am perfuaded that
there has been an error in this account, and that
what has been called a perfe@ clofure of the os ute-
7z has not becn fuch, but that we have been unable
to difcover it.

5. Extreme Rigidity of the Os Uterd.

Ditheult, as well as tedicus and very painful la-
bours are frequently occafioned by the unufually
rigid ftate of the os uteri. 'The manner of, and
the time required for its dilatation will depend up-
en two circumftances ; firft, the degree of difpo-
TREeH fition
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dirtient to the progrefs of the labour being clearly
occafioned by the refiftance made by the os uters,
I believe it i1s always right to confider that part as
inflamed.  If this be allowed, inftead of attempt-
ing to dilate it arrificially, it is the proper objeét of
art, to recover in the firft place the natural difpo-

fition to dilate; and then the pains of labour will

be equal to the purpofe. With this view it will be
neceflary to take away fome blood, to give cooling
medicines and drinks, to dire¢t emollient clyflers
to be frequently injcéted, and, inftead of ufing any
mcans with the intention of increafing the force of
the pains, to confine the patient to a recumbent
pofture ; and to gain, if it were in our power, &
fufpenfion of the labour, till the inﬂammamry dif-
pofition be removed, when the dilatation will pro-
ceed lefs painfully and more fpecdily.

When a labeur comeés on prematurely, or before
the parts have acquired their dilatable ftate, as it
may be called, the pofition of the os ateri will be
very different. In fome cafes it begins to dilate
when it is high up in the pe/vis, but in others, efpe-
cially when the pefvis is, in comparifon with the
child, very large, the os ateri may be pro-
truded very low down, before there is any degree
of dilatation, though it be fpread fo thin over
the head of the child, or the membranes, as to
give the feel of the membranes alone. If, under

; thefe
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neverthelefs chiefly depend upon the degree ; and
in the various degrees which are found to occur,
the prattitioner may fee a caufe of every kind of
difficulty which he may meet with in praétice. A
fmall degree of diftortion may occafion a difficule
labour of that kind which may not be an objeét
proper for the exercife of his art, but which is at
length completed by the long continued aétion of
the uterus, firft moulding and reducing the form and
fize of the head,  till it is adapted to that of the pel-
vis,and then forcing it throughthe diminifhed cavity.
Or, the degree of diftortion may be fuch, that not-
withftanding all the reduction of the head, which
can be accomplithed by the efforts of the conftitu-
tion, there does not remain fufhcient power to ex-
pel the head ; but it may be brought into fuch a
fituation, as to afford us the hope of fafely deli-
vering the: patient by art, and of preferving the
life of the child. Or, the diftortion may be fo
confiderable, that it 1s impoflible for the head of
the child to be expelled without leflening it, and
the child muft be facrificed to the fafety of the pa-
rent, Or, laftly, the diftortion may be fo great,
that if the bhead of the child were leflened, there
would not be a pofiibility of extraéting it, and we
muft either {ubmit to lofe the lives both of the pa-
rent and child, or attempt to faye that of the lat-

ter,
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be more particularly ftated when we come to fpeak
of the various operations in the pradtice of mid-
wifery.

3. Head of the Child uncommonly large; or too

much offified.

No arguments are required to prove that a fmall
body will pafs through a fmall fpace with more fa-
cility than one that is large ; the fize of the body
being fuppofed to bear a relation to the capacity of
the fpace. Of courfe, the larger the head of the
child at the time of birth is, with the greater dif-
ficulty will it be expelled; but if the pefvis be not
diftorted and of a common fize, we may always ex-
pect that the woman will be ultimately delivered
by her natural pains, if there be no other caufe
of difficulty, though a longer time may be re-
quired for the completion of the labour,

It 1s not merely from the fize of the head of the
child that a labour may bé rendered more tedious,
more painful, or even truly difficult. The connec-
tion of the bones of which the head is conftruéted,
1s fuch as to allow of confiderable diminution and
change of formin its paffage through the pelvis,
The extreme degree of diminution and change
which it is generally capable of undergoing, is
perbaps impoffible to determine ; but it does not
{cem unreafonable to conje@ure that it may be
reduced to one third of its original fize, without

the
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tity of fluid contained in it, that it was too large ¢o
pafs, even in that cafe the integuments will gene-
~ rally burft by the force of the pains. But when
 the fa& is afcertained, and the labour is rendered
extremely tedious and lingering from this caufe, it
does not {ecem reafonable to allow the patient to
undergo fuch long continued pains as when we
have any hope of faving the life of the child.
When we have determined upon the neceflity or
propriety of dclivering the patient, all that ge-
nerally is neceflary to be done, is merely to perfo-
rate the integuments of the head, immediately af-
ter which the water flowing away, the head is
fpeedily expelled, and the birth foon and eafily
completed.

§. Face tnclined towards the Puees.

On a former occafion we have mentioned that
there arc four varieties in the pofition of the head
of the child at the time of birth. The firft when
the wertex or hindhead is turned towards the pubes:
the fecond when the face 1s turned towards the
pubes : the third, when the head prefents with
one or both arms: the fourth when the face
prefents.  The firft of thefe may be confidered as
the ftandard pofition, becaufe it is not only the
moft common, but the moft eafy alfo; the head
of the child being fo conftru&ed as to admit, in

that
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the nofe, mouth, or chin. In this prefentation the
child will generally be expelled by the natural ef-"
forts, but a much greater length of time will be re-
quired for the completion of the labour, for the
reafons mentioned under the laft caufe, which are
in this perhaps increafed. But the child may be
born without any injury, though the face will fome-
times be fwelled in an aftonithing manner, and
the external parts of the mother being infinitely
more diftended than in a natural pofition, greater
care is neceflary to prevent their laceration,

If after the long continuance of the labour we
are convinced that extraordinary affiftance is re-
quired, then the fame obfervation may be made
with regard to the ufe of the forceps or vellis as in
the preceding article; but of the peculiar condu&
which it may be neceflary to purfue, we fhall
ipeak hereafter. |

7. Head prefenting with one or both Arms.

Though the head fhould prefent with one or
both arms, experience hath fully proved that a
woman may be delivered by the natural efforts
with fafety to berfelf, and without prejudice to
her child, if the pe/vis be well formed. Butasa
part of the cavity which thould be appropriated to
the head will be filled by the additional bulk of

the arms, there will be an evil fimilar to what
would
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would be produced by a fmall, or by a fomewhat
diftorted pelvis; and if the pelvis be barely of
{ufficient dimenfions to allow the head of the
child to pafs through it, then the additional bulk
of the arms may render the paffage of the head im-
poflible; or the labour may be fo much retarded
as to make it what is properly called difhicult.

In the beginning or in the courfe of a labour of
this kind, the pra&itioner will often be able to re-
turn the prefenting arm or arms beyond the head,
without any detriment; but he muft be very care-
ful not to folicit the defcent of the arm before the
head, left he fhould change the whole fitnation of
the child, and convert that which would have been
only a variety of a natural into a preternatural la-
bour.

In fome cafes we are enabled to feel the head, a
foot and an arm at the fame time, and it will then
be expedient to grafp and bring down the foot, and
to deliver in that manner. But it behoveth us to
diftinguith very cautioufly between a band and a
foot, becaufe the miftake would lead us to the ne-
cefiity of turning the child, an operaticn which
would otherwife not have been required.

In prefentations of the head together with
one or both arms, unlefs there fhould be any
particular reafon for our wifhing to turn the
child, the propriety of which muft reft upon

the
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the judgment of the pra&itioner, we are to be
prepared, and wait with patience for the ex-
pulfion of the child by the natural efforts ; or
when we are convinced by their failure or ceffa-
tion, that thefe are not equal to the effe@, to give
fuch affiftance as the nature of the cafe may require;
and whatever the inftruments which it may be ne-
- ceflary to ufe, are, their a&ion will be nearly the
fame, as if the arms had not been in the pefvis.

Whether thefe cafes are completed by the natu-
ral efforts, or by the affiftance of inftruments, the
arms of the child will be very much tumefied or
bruifed, and the child is for a certain time as un-
able to ufe them as if they were paralytic.  Butby
the help of fomentations and poultices, and by
moderate motion and gentle fri€tion, their natural
appearance and ufe are recovered in the courfe of
a few days; at leaft I have not feen an inftance of
any permanent mifchief from this caufe.

When the extremities prefent at the time of
birth, there is often a doubt whether the child be
Living or not, unlefs it can be perceived to move,
Now the fat may be afcertained by the confe-
quences of any violence, as no part of a dead
child can either tumefy or change its colour,
however comprefled it may be, and only thews
one kind of violence, that of folution of conti-
nuity.
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ON THE THIRD ORDER;
O R,

The Difeafes of the ﬁ_f! Parts which occafion dif-

cult Labours.

1. Suppreffion of Urine.

THE various affe@ions of the urinary blad-

der during pregnancy, have been already
mentioned.” On the commencement of labour, it
was faid that an involuntary difcharge of the urine
might be occafioned ; but there is more frequently
a difficulty in voiding it,and fometimesthereisato-
tal fuppreflion. The inconveniencics thence arifing
will be according to the quantity of urine retained,
and to the length of time that the bladder may con-
tinue diftended. The firft will hinder the proper ac-
tion of the uterus, and will be an impediment
to the paflage of the head of the child, which will
not only have a lefs fpace to pafs through, but be
proje€ted alfo out of its proper dire@ion ; and by
the latter the bladder ifelf may be injured, in con-
fequence of the preflure which it undergoes from
the repeated actions of the uterus, by which it may
become inflamed 3 and in fome cafes in which re-
lief was not given, it has even been ruptured, the

patient being thereby defiroyed™®.
In
* Sce Chapman, page 143, fee alfo Medical Obfervations

and Inquiries, vol. 4.
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the head be elevated or prefled towards the hol-
low of the faerum. But in fuch cafes the flattened
catheter contrived by my very worthy and inge-
nious friend Dr. Chriflopher Kelly, will often pafs
with eafe and convenience. But whatever cathe-
ter it may be found expedient to ufe, or however
neceflary it may be to draw off the urine, we are
to take care not to introduce the infirument with
much force, becaufe we may do as much pofitive
mifchief with the inftrument, as we aim or wifh
to avoid. In fome cafes, though we are affured
that there is a great quantity of urine in the blad-
der, the head of the child is fo immovably locked
in the pefvis, that we cannot pofiibly introduce
any catheter, and are therefore obliged to fubmit
to the inconveniencies which may follow the dif~-
tention of the bladder. But if care was taken in
the beginning of labour, this does not often hap-
pen; nor is it always attended with the evils we
might dread, the head of the child being at
length prefled fo low as to allow the urine
to efcape, though very flowly. But in all fuch
cafes it will be prudent  and neceffary to in--
troduce the catheter before or foon after the ex~ .
pulfion of the placenta, that we may prevent' the
mifehief which might be expe&ed to follow the
diftention of the bladder, if that was to remain
many hours after the delivery,

2. Stone
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2. Stone4n the Bladder.

If a woman fhould have a ftone in the bladder,
there would be no reafon why fhe fhould not be
with child, and proceed through 'her pregnancy
without moleflation. Nor, if it was of a {mall
fize, would it be any impediment to her delivery ;
though if it was large, the ‘head of the child could
not pafs through the pelvis, or not without much
trouble and inconvenience. Of this cafc I have
never met with an inftance in practice, and may
therefore be allowed to confider it as very rares
though there does not appear to be any reafon for
judging it impoffible. I have refle@ed upon the
cafe, and upon the condué which it might be ne-
ceffary to purfue, if it had occurred to me ; and
though it behoves me to fpeak with referve, and
to be fatisfied if little confidence be placed in what
I advance, it is better on the whole to give my
«opinion, than to leave the matter without making
mention of it, or confidering it.

In the beginning of labour, fuppofing there is a
ftone of a large fize in the bladder, one of thefe
confequences muft follow; the head of the child
muft advance before the ftone, or the ftone muft
be protruded before the head of the child. If the
former thould be the cafe, we might prefume that
the labour would proceed in a natural way, as if
the ftone did not exift ; there would, at leaft, be

L2 ne
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no demand for the affiftance of art, and no room
to exercife it.  But if the ftone fhould be protrud-
ed before the head of the child, our condu& mutft
- be regulated by the circumftances. It feems rea-
fonable that we fhould firft attempt to raife the
head in fuch a manner, and to fuch a degree as to
allow us to return the ftone beyond the head. But
if that fhould be found impracticable, either be-
caufe the head of the child was too far advanced,
or firmly locked in the pe/vis, we muft then
weigh the evils to be apprehended, from the com-
preflion of the foft parts, that is, of the anterior
part of the wagina, and the pofterior part of the
- bladder, between the head of the child, and the
ftone 1n the bladder ; befides the diftraéion of the
parts which muft be neceffarily occafioned. What-
ever conduét we might purfue muft be artended
with fome evils, and as it 8 only in our power to
choofe the leaft of thefe, it feems better even in
the time of labour, to {uffer the evils which might
follow the performance of the operation for ex-
tracting the ftone, than to fuffer thofe which may
be occafioned by the compreffion. With regard
to the operation, there is both lefs difficulty and
danger in women than in men, though thefe
will in fome meafure depend upon the fize of the
ftone. In fome cafes alfo in which the flone is con-

tained






¢ 8 )
blood fhe had fuftained; and from the reprefenta-
tion of the cafe given me by the gentleman who
was firft called in, I concluded that the placenta
was fixed over the o5 ateri. On examination 1 felt

a very large flefhy tumour at the extremity of the
“vagina, reprefentingand nearly equalling in fize the
placenta, which I judged itto be. Had this been
the cafe, there could not be a doubt of the pro-
priety and necefiity of delivering the patient fpee-
dily 5 and with that intention 1 paffed my finger
round the tumour, to difcover the ftate of the os ute-
ri; but this I could not find : and ona more accurate
examination, I was convinced that this tumour was
anecxcrefcence growing from the os uteri,witha very
extended and broad bafis. Ithen concluded that
the patient was not with child, notwithftanding the
diftention of the abdomen, but that the laboured un-
der fome difeafe which refembled pregnancy; and
that the hemorrhage was the confequence of the
difeafe. A motion which was very evidently per=
ceived when I applied my hand to the abdomen,
did .not prevail with me to alter this opinion.

- Jt was of all others a cafe in which a confulta-
tion was dcfirable, both to decide upon the difeafe,
and the meafures which it might be neceflaryto pur-
fue; andf{everal gentlemen of eminence were called
in. That fhe was adtually pregnant, was proved
to the fatisfadlion of every one; and it wasthen

concluded,
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has been combined with other caufes, it muft of
courfe have added to the trouble which the patient
would otherwife bave undergone. Or, if the pains
fhould ceafe before the labour is completed, then
fuch affiftance muftbe given asthe cafe mayrequire;
being on our guard that we do not offer affif-
tance before there are proofs of the neceflity, and
we are affured that the difficulty cannot be over-
come by the natural cfforts,

5. Adhefions of the Vagina.

Adhefions of the vagina are occafioned by an in-
creafed degree of the fame caufes as thofe which
occafion cicatrices. There may be an adhefion in
women who were never pregnant, or it may be
the confequence of a flough thrown off after a
former labour, with er withoutt the ufe of inftru-
ments¥, Cafes of adhefions of this kind are com-
monly mentioned as of very eafy management, no-
_thing more being required, it 1s faid, than to feparate .
the united furfaces with a knife,and to prevent their
re-union by the introduion of a tent or canula
for that purpofe. It is true, when the adhefion
has taken place near the external orifice, that it is

1

# | have been informed of the cafe of a patient who was
in the hands of a very fkilful ‘practitioner, in whom, aftes
her delivery, which was not attended with any circumftances
of peculiar difficulty, the whole internal furface of the
vagina, and all the external parts entirely floughed away.
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in general managed without difficulty ; but when
the parts adhere high vp in the vagina, then it ap-
pears from the firu@ure that there is need of the
greateft circumf{peétion, left on the one hand we
perforate the bladder, or, on the other, the reftum,
all thefe parts being drawn clofe together.  When
. therefore an adhefion of this kind takes place after
the age of menftruation, it is better to fuffer the
menftruous difcharge to be colle@ted ; and after a
certain time, the part where the incifion ought to
be made, will be pointed out.

It is poffible for an adhefion to take place after
a woman is become pregnant; of courfe when la-
bour came on, the contents of the gravid aterus
would be impelled againft the adhering part, which
would either feparate or refift the exclufion of the
child. In the former cafe nothing would be re-
quired to be done ; butin the latter, it would be
neceffary to divide the united parts by an incifion,
with great care, and to a certain degree, leaving
the full feparation to be made by the membranes
containing the waters, or by the head of the child.

6. Steatomatofe Tumours, ;

Of this caufe of difficult labours T have never
met with an inftance in my own prafice; but the
following cafe was communicated to me by a gen-

tleman whofe authority is unexceptionable,
M2 A lady
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A lady, afterthe birth of her eighith child, fell
into a ftate of bad health, with many painful and
troublefome {ymptoms, but no marked difeafe,
Thefe were by fome phyficians confidered as ner-
vous, by others as fcorbutic, and by others as
rheumatic, or of a gouty nature. A variety of me-
dicines were given, and means tried for her relicf,
tut without any good cffe@. At the expiration of
two years the became again pregnant, All her
former labours had been very ealy and natural ;
but when Dr. was called at the commence-
ment of this, he found an obftruétion at the {u-
perior apertyre of the pe/vis, which he believed
could only be occafioned by the projedtion of the
loweft lumbar wvertebre, or the upper part of the
Jacrum. It was then fuppofed that fhe had the
oftcofarcofis, of which her complaints had been the
fymptoms, It was impofiible for her ta be deliver-
ed in any other way than by leflening the head of
the child. She died on the fourth day after her de-
livery. Leave was given to open the body, and
when the pelvis was examined, the tumour which
was imagined to be a proje@ion of the bones, was
found to be an excrefcence of a firm, fatty fubflance,
fpringing from one fide of the upper part of the
Jacrum, ‘and pafling acrofs fo 25 to fill up the

greater part of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis.
It
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that the patient ovght to be delivered by leflening
thehead of the child. The operationwas performed
with great care, but the patient died at the end of
three weeks. When the body was opened, the
tumour was found to be an encyfted droply of the
ovarium, in which there was a confiderable quan=
tity of hair.

In the latter cafe, which in all its circumf{tanees
refembled the former, inftead of leflening the head
of the child, a trocar was paffed through the pof-
terior part of the vagina, direétly into the tumour.
A large quantity of water was immediately dif-
charged, the tumour fubfided, and a living child
was born without any further affiftance. 'This
patient recovered from her lying-in, but fome time
after becoming heic, fhe died at the end of about
fix months, though from the fymptoms it did not
appear that the fever was occafioned either by the
difeafe or the operation.

Having related thefe two cafes, I have faid all
which 1 had to advance on the fubje&, except that
1 have met with more than one inftance of a cir-
cumfcribed tumour on one fide of the pelvs, which
1 at firft fufpeted to be a difeafed ovarium. But as
thefe tumours have always given way to the prei-
fure of the head of the child, the paflage of which
they have only retarded for a thort time,] have con-

cluded they were formed either by fome foft fatty
fubftance,






¢ g2 )
it was ftrongly contracted; but in this laft éife 4
rupture could only happen when the force with
which the hand was introduced, was combined
with the proper aétion of the aterus ; for no perfon
has the power to force his hand through an healihy
and unatting uterus.

Some of the caufes of the rupture of the aterus;
are unavoidable ; for it is not within the fphere of
human abilities, to give to any part the principfﬂ
by which it has the difpofition to perform any
funélion; though art may excite it to aétion if
dormant, or reprefls it when too vehement. But
the two other caufes, that which is preceded by
inflammation, or that which may be occafioned by

‘attempts to turn the child, may be correéted or

avoided, by abftaining from the ufe of all fuch
means as are likely to aét as caufes of inflamma-
tion; or from making fuch attempts as may be ne-
ceffary for the purpofe of turning a child, when
the adion’ of the uterus is firong.

The rupture of the uterus is ufually accompanied
with a fenfe of fomething giving way internally,
with an inftant vomiting of brown humour, and
a total ceflation of the pains. After thefe fymp-
toms, by the application of the hand to the abdo-
men, the limbs of the child are fo eafily diftinguifh-
ed. through the integuments, as to leave no room
to doubt of the accident; and if the head of the

' child
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¢hild be not locked in the pelvis, it immediately
recedes, or even goes out of the reach of a com-
nmon examination,

When a rupture of the sterus has happened,
there is little chance of the patient furviving it ;
and it might be doubted, whether it would be more
cligible to fuffer the patient to die without giving
her further trouble, or whether it was our duty,
hopelefs as the cafe muft be, to pafs the hand into
the aterus, to turn and deliver the child by the
feet, or withthe forceps, or in any way the cafe
would allow. Whatever were the fentiments of
practitioners formerly, is not to us very material
but befides fome others of which I have been in-
formed, a cafe has occurred to my very worthy,
able, and experienced friend Dr. Andrew Douglas,
in which though the uterus was ruptured, he turned
the child, and the patientrecovered. If no other
cafe had etver occurred, I apprehend that this
would be of fufficient authority, to render it in fu-
ture the indifpenfible duty of every praétitioner 4o
a® in a fimilar manner ; and bad as the chance of
the patient is, to be ftrenuous in ufing all the
means which art di®ates, to extricate her, if
poffible, from her danger. But for further infor-
-mation on this head, I refer the reader to the
Effay on the rupture of the wterus, publithed by
Dr. Douglas,

N - SEC
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greater number of really difhcult labours to
which I have been called, and T muft not
conceal the truth on this occafion, fome of thofe
which have been originally under my own care,
were not of that denomination from any unavoid-
able neceffity, but were rendered fuch by impro-
per managenent, Nor does the diturbance of
the order of a labour, depend upon thepraéti-
tioner alone; for the intra@ability of the patient
herfelf ®, or of her friends and attendants, which
though it may be generally founded in compallion
to her fufferings, may alfo arife from many other
motives, are not rarely pradu&ivé of the fame

cffeét.
On the part of the praétitioner there 1s not c:unllr_

required much previous knowledge and prefent
judgment, to diftinguith in cafes of great difficulty,
which of them may demand the affiftance of art,
and which may be refigned to the efforts of nature;
but there is no ficuation, in which there is occa-
fion for greater addrefs to procure the confidence
and co-operation of all the parties concerned ; or -
for more firmnefs in the purfuit of the negative

. conduét,

# Dela part de la mere c’eft quelquefois fa mauvaile hu-
meur, fon impatience, {on indocilité, la violence et lairre-
gularite dés mouvements. '

Pev la Pratique des Accouchmens,—Livre 11. Cap. 1.
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condu@, which it is abfolutely neceffary to fols
low. Whatever may be the refolution of particu-
lar women, and whatever may be the general ef=
timation of natural labours, every woman is im-
prefled with the opinion, and the opinion is often
well founded,that indifficult ones, her life muift be
preferved by the fkill and judgment of the praéti-
sioner, under whofe care the is placed. If there-
fore her confidence is fecured, the delay to give
affiftance will be conftrued into a proof that nong
is required, and of freedom from danger.

The diftrefs and pain which women often en-
dure while they are firuggling through a dithcult
labour, is beyond all defcription, and {cems to be
more than human nature is able to bear under any
other circumftances. The great principle of all
their patience and refolution, is perhaps that deep-
rooted affeétion of the parent to the offspring, im-
planted in the female mind. But the principle
of felf-prefervation, though varying in its opera-
tion, will recur,and demand its fhare of regard.
In long and continued labours it is therefore
proper by frequent allufions to the child, to en-
courage and firengthen the former principle, for
its power is leflened or overcome. by the weight of
their prefent diftrefs; their love for their child is
conquered ; and the profpect of diftant pleafure is

not
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changes, by which it was intended to gain
fome advantage, or to avoid fome inconve-
nience. Fillets were conftru&ted of filk,
cotton, linen, or leather of divers Kkinds,
ftrengthened or rendered more commodious
by the addition of cane, whalebone, wire, or
very thin and narrow plates of iron, varioufly
braided and worked together according to the
opinion or judgment of the contriver.

The manner of applying the fillet was, by
condudting it to fome fixed point, or round
the circumference of the head of a child, as
high up in the pefvis as could be reached ;
then, after twifting the two ends together to
acquire a firm hold, we were taught to ex-
tract, in a proper direction, with all the force
the fillet enabled us to ufe, or the neceflity of
the cafe might require.

The peculiar advantages expeted to
be derived fiom filléts were thefe. They
were {uppofed to be applicable with great
facility in every diretion of the head, or
when this was too high to allow of the
ufe of any other inftrument recommended
with the fame intention; to fupply us with
{ufficient power to extract the head when de-
tained an unreafonable time, by any caufe,

to
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exertion of great force. The common cur-
vature was varied according to the opinion
entertained of the form and dimenfions of the
head of a child at the time of birth ; but the
lateral curvature was given for the accommo-
dation of the inftrument to the form of the
pelvis, or for leflening the preflure upon,
and of courfe the danger of lacerating, the
external parts, when the child was extracted.
As the forceps, though well applied, fome-
times flipped from the head when brought
into aftion, a groove, with a {light eminence
on each fide, was propofed to be made on that
part of the internal furface which embraced
the head, to prevent that accident, and to
allow of a change in the manmer of atting, by
admitting fome degree of rotation.

Forceps have alfo been contrived in fuch a
manner that one blade received the other,
and thefe were called male and female. They
have alfo been made with hinges or joints be-
tween the handle and blade of each, anfwer-
ing no other purpofe than that of concealing
them, that there might be an opportunity of
performing the operation with them in a
clandeftine manner. But as the reafons for

ufing the forceps will juftify the operation to
the
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agreed, that the lower the head of the child
has defcended into the pelvis, the eafier will
their application be, and the operation with
them more certain and fuccefsful. With a
view to this obfervation, a practical rule has
been formed, that the head of a child fhall
have refted for fix hours, as low as the peri-
neeum, that is in a fituation which would allow
of their application, before the forceps are ap-
plied, though the pains fhould have ceafed
during that time. This, with other rules, was
intended to prevent the rafh or unneceflary ufe
of the forceps, and certainly time is, in thefe
cafes, a very good corretor of practice.

The forceps ought to be applied over the ears
of the child, becaufe when thus placed, there
i5 the leaft likelihood of doing injury to the
child, and they enable us to aft with the
oreateft advantage-and fafety to the mother.
It muft therefore be improper to attempt to
apply them before an ear can be felt, either
becaufe the head is too high to allow us to
reach that part, or becaufe it is fo clofely
locked in the pefvis, that there is not fuffi--
cient room to pafs the finger for that pur-
pofe between the head of the child and the
pebvis,  If an ear of the child can be felt, the
cafe



LG

cafe is always manageable with the forceps;
but when the queftion, whether they ought to
be applied, comes under confideration, the ears
are not turned to the fides of the pe/vis, but
that ear which is to guide us will be found to-
wards the pubes. However we are always to
remember that the forceps are not to be ap-
plied becaufe we have the power of ufing
them, but becaufe the neceffity of the cafe is
fuch as to require their ufe. But cafes fome-
times occur in pradtice in which we may
defpair of the ability of the mother to expel
the child; and which, though not fuch as
have been ftated as fuitable for the ufe of the
Jorceps, become {fuitable, merely by waiting
a certain number of hours, and a repetition of
the {light efforts of the parent. In that de-
iponding ftate with which every tedious and
difficult labour is accompanied, I have alfo
found the patient very much encouraged by
having {ome diftant time held up to her when
fhe thould be affifted, if the labour were not
before concluded: as this encourages her, by
giving to her imagination a period to her {uf-
fering.
Every change in the pofition of the head,
and every alteration in the conftruction of the

B 3 Sorceps
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There can be no difficulty or hazard in car»
rying the inftrument thus far, becaufe it will
be guided, and in fome meafure fhielded, by the
finger. But the farther introdu@ion muft be
made with a flow femi-rotatory motion, keep-
ing the point of the blade clofe to the head of
the child, by raifing the handle towards the
pubes. In this manner the blade muft be car-
ried along the head till the lock reaches the
external parts near the anterior angle of the
pudendum.

- The point of the blade, while introducing,
fometimes hitches upon the ear of the child,
and then it requires a little elevation, which
1s given by raifing the handle; but when it
has paffed the ear, and is beyond the guidance
of the finger, fhould there be any check to the
introduction either of this or the other blade,
it thould be withdrawn a little, to give us an
opportunity of difcovering the caufe of the
obftacle, which we muft never ftrive to over-
come with yiolence. When the firft blade is
properly introduced, it muft be held {teadily
in its place by prefling the handle towards the
pubes, and it will be a guide in the introduc-
tion and application of the fecond blade,

Let
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exigence of each cafe. Becaufe the impedi-
ment may not be great, and the point of ob-
ftru&tion may exift only at one part; and that
being {urmounted by one, or a few aions
with the inftrument, there would be no caufe
for alting any more. In fome cafes alfo,
though the pains had entirely ceafed, they
will return with force fufficient to expel the
child, from the irritation made by the mere
application of the inftrument. But when the
Jforceps have been applied, they thould not be
removed before the head is expelled, left the
pains fhould ceafe, and we fhould be obliged
to apply them again.

The effets of the jforceps, or the confe-
quences which refult from their ation, are
thefe; comprefiion of the head, defcent of the
head, inclination of the face to the hollow of
the facrum, extration .of the head. As the
defcent of the head precedes the inclin-
ation of the face to the hollow of the
Jacrum, it would be improper to attempt
to change the pofition of the head before it
has defcended, and it is afterwards unnecef-
fary ; becaufe if the ation with the Jorceps
be flow, and, according to the direction of the
handles, the pofition of the head becomes al-
tered in proportion to its defcent, without

an Y
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by foothing and moderating the hurry and
efforts of the patient ; and, in fome cafes, by
abfolutely refifting for a certain time the paf-
fage of the head through the external parts.
When the head of the child is born the
Sorceps are to be removed, the delivery being
completed as far as their affiftance was requir-
ed, and the remaining circumftances are to
be managed as if the labour had been na-
tural. ,

On the whole it appears that necefity, and
not any fenfe of eligibility or expediency, will
juttify the ufe of the forceps; that when fuch
neceflity exifts, their ufe is not only juftifiable
but highly advantageous; that with care they
may be fafely applied; that flownefs and
fteadinefs in our aftion with them will effec-
tually fecure both the parent and chiid againft
untoward accidents ; but that no 1kill or
knowledge can prevent mifchief or difappoint-
ment, if the operation with them be perfarm-
ed with hurry or violence.

SECTION
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of the child, but by the neceflity of any cafe,

proved by the abfolute inability of the mother

to expel the child. Should fuch neceflity

exift with this pofition of the head, the

Jforceps are to be applied, in the manner before

defcribed, over the ears of the child. But

when they are applied we muft at with them

with the greateft caution ; for, having a dif-
ferent and lefs perfet hold of the head, they

are apt to flip, and, afting with lefs advan-

tage, the operation, 1n this pofition of the

head, muft be more precarious. But if we

{fucceed, when the head, thus fituated, is

brought fo low as to diftend the external

parts, there will of courfe be greater danger
of a laceration, 1f we are ever fo much upon

our guard ; becaufe, in extralting the head,

the chin of the child thould be cleared of the
offa pubis, before the hind head is fuffered to
{lide over the perinaum, which will very much

increafe the diftention, and produce the fame

effe as if the arch of the gffz pubis was too

{fmall to receive the head of the child.

The fameobfervations are alfo generally true
when the face of the child prefents ; or when,
together with the head, there are one or both
arms. For though in fuch cafes there might

be
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of Surgery, is a plate reprefenting the wades
uifed by Rhonbuyfen, Boom, and Titfing.

The advantages arifing from the ufe of the
vechts in the hands of De Bruyn, oftenta-
tioully urged, appearing to be very great,
Vifcher and Vander Pol, two phyficians at
Amjfterdam, from motives of pure benevolence,
purchafed the fecret from De Bruyn, in the
year 1753, and immediately publifhied a de-
{cription of the inftrument, with directions
for ufing it; but none of the papers printed
on this {ubje& in the Dutch language have
ever been tranflated into our own. While the
weétrs remained a fecret, the reports of the
benefits obtained by it were probably much
exaggerated, efpecially thofe of De Bruyn,
though Van Swieten fays he was an honeft
man; but, when it was divulged, and the
pofitive and comparative merits of the vels
{tri¢tly examined, it retained its credit and
eftimation, in the opinion of many competent
judges, in different parts of Europe.

When the ved#is was’very much ufed, and
highly efteemed, at Amjflerdam, as an invaluable
i provement in the practice of midwifery, the
forceps was thefav ouriteinftrument in this coun-

g try,
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confider themvelves as deficient, if they were
not acquainted witn the ftruéture and m anner
of ufing the vediss; and fome who, from edu-
cation or habit, continue to ufe the forceps,
are very willing to allow the equal, if not
fuperior, value of the vedfis.

SECTION IX.

ON THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF VECTES.

THE firft velZss of which we had any know-
ledge was that of Palfyn before mentioned.
The inftrument purchafed by Vifcher and Van-
der Pol/ was made public in a pamphlet
written in the Dutch language. In the ac-
count given by Camper, there appears to be
{ome difference in the form, length, manner,
and degree of curvature of the vefes uled by
De Bruyn, Boom, and Titfing. But if the
power of the inftrument was preferved, and
the general principle of ufing it followed, it is
probable that all thofe who ufed the weds
thought themfelves at liberty to alter its form
or to vary its dimenfions.

When
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When the veffis was firft known in this
country, that defcribed by Heiffer was pre-
ferred to thofe recommended by the furgeons
at Amflerdam. The veis ufed by Dr. Cole
was, like one blade of the forceps, fomewhat
lengthened and enlarged. "That of Dr. Griffith
was of the fame kind, with a hinge between
the handle and blade; and that of Dr.
Wathen was like Palfyn’s, but with a flat
handle, and a hook at the extremity of the
handle, which prevented its {lipping through
the hand, and might be occafionally ufed as a
crotchet.  Many other changes have been
made in the conftruétion of the inftrument, but
the vedfis ufed by the gentlemen of the cha-
rity before mentioned is of the following
dimenfions:

The whole length of the inftrument, be-
fore it is curved, is twelve inches and a half,

The length of the blade, before it 1s curved,
1s feven inches and a half.

The length of the blade, when curved, is
{ix inches and a half.

The wideft part of the blade is one inch
and three quarters.

The weight of the vedis is fix ounces and
a half.

The handle is fixed in wood.

From
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From this defcription, any perfonacquainted
with the Jorceps could. find no difficulty in
forming a juft idea of the wvefis, or an artift
in making it. It appears alfo that a fingle
blade of the forceps might, in many cafes, be
ufed not inconveniently, inftead of any other
veltis, and would generally anfwer the pur-
pofe without the trouble of introducing the
fecond blade, as I have often experienced.

With refpe& to the part of the blade of the
veddis which ought to be curved, and the de-
gree of curvature, there has been fome dif-
ference of opinion; but this muft relate either
to the eafe of introducing, or the advantage
of a&ting. With a fmall degree of curvature,
diffufed through the blade, the inftrument
may be moft eafily introduced, nor can the
degree of curvature required, on any prin-
ciple, be very great. But if, together with
the power of the lever, we alm at acquiring
much extra&ing force, the curvature thould
be fomewhat increafed; becaufe the two cen-
tres, on which the force ufed would reft,
would be at thofe parts of the head on which
the inftrument might bear, and the part on
which it would reft, whether the fides of the
pelvis or the hand of the operator.

For
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fuch a claim in favour of the forceps could
not be fupported. The debate on this point
of the queftion has not turned upon the
fuperior efficacy, but upon the greater fafety
and facility with which the foreeps might be
ufed. I have not heard of any cafe in which,
after being foiled with the veis, the operator
was able to fucceed with the forceps; though
it is worthy of notice, that thofe who are
accuftomed to the ufe of the farceps only,
think themfelves at liberty to depreciate the
vellss 5 and thofe who do not ufe them, {peak
of the forceps in terms bordering on con-
tempt.
With refpect to the fecond queftion, we
will take the fa@s, and relinquith the argu-
ments, ufed by thofe who have preferred the
vedtis to the forceps; which I allow fometimes
to have been extravagant. If any confidence
is to be placed in medical reports, it appears
that many cafes have occurred in which, after
the introduttion of the firft blade of the
Jorceps, it has been extremely difficult, or im-
poflible, without the hazard of mifchief, to
mtroduce the fecond blade, and the operation
has been performed with the fingle blade,
ufed as'a veis, Of this I have known and
been informed of {everal inftances, It appears
alfo,
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many cales which occur in pradtice. It is
with this perfuafion that feveral teachers of
the art of midwifery in London, at the pre-
fent time, never ufe the forceps, or {peak of
them in their letures.

h T Sl NI @ R0 SN X

ON THE MANNER OF USING THE VECTIS.

By the firft accounts it appears that the
velfis was recommended, not only in fuch
cafes as were thought fit and {uitable for the
SJorceps, but to fuperfede the neceflity of
leflening the head of the child; it was, in
fhort, aflerted, that no other affiftance could,
in any cafe, be required, beyond that which
we were enabled to give with the veéiis. But
if thofe accounts were allowed to be true,
they would prove the miferable ftate of the prin -
ciples and practice of midwifery at the time,
and in the country in which they were written,
in much ftronger terms than they would de-

{cribe the excellence of the inftrument.
The
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the head of the child, conduét it flowly for-
wards till the point of the weffis reaches the
ear, wherever that may be. Then advan-
cing the inftrument as if it was a blade of the
forceps, carry it on till, according to your
judgment, the extremity of the blade may
reach as far, or a very little beyond, the chin
of the child; when the line of the head, on
which the inftrument refts, will beina ftraight
dire&ion from the werrex, over the ear, to the
chin of the child; and this is the moft fa-
vourable pofition in which it can be placed.
Then grafping the handle of the inftrument
firmly in the right hand, wait for the acceflion
of a pain, during the continuance of which,
faife the handle of the inftrument gently to<
wards the pubes, at the fame time exerting a
fmall degree of extracting force. When the
pain ceafes let the inftrument reft, and when
it returns repeat the fame kind of aétion ; and
every time of acting endeavour to lefien the
preffure on the foft parts of the mother, with
the two fingers of the left hand placed in fuch
a manner as to form, in {fome fort, a cuthion
on which the inftrument may play. By a
repetition of this ation during the continu-
ance of the pains, the head of the child wilk

6 foon
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foon be perceived to defcend, and the face to
turn gradually towards the hollow of the
SJacrum. But fhould the very moderate force
we have recommended be found infufficient
to bring down the head of the child, that
muft be gradually and cautioufly increafed,
till it is fufficient to an{wer the purpofe ; and
this may be done confiftently with the fafety
both of the mother and child. When the
vertex begins to fill and protrude the external
parts, it is probable there may be no farther
occafion to a&t with the inftrument 3 or, if fur-
ther action be required, it muft be extremely
gentle, taking all poffible care, by turning the
handle towards the pubes, by {upporting the
perineum, and by flow proceeding, to guard
againft a laceration of the parts.

During the operation, the veéf:s being con-
fined to that part of the head where it was
originally placed, muft, as the head defcends,
neceflarily change its relative fituation to the
mother, and be gradually turned from the
pubes to the fide of the pefvis, as was before
remarked of the handles of the forceps.

It 15 alfo to be obferved, though from the
name of the veffis it might be fuppofed we
bad the power of alting with it as a /ever only,

D2 that
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of taking away one life for the prefervation of
another being doubted, the queftion was re-
ferred to divines, as the moft competent judges
of the cafe ; and by them it was decided to be
unlawful to take away onelife, on any account,
for the prefervation of another. The reference
of the queftion may perhaps be confidered as a
proof that this operation had been performed
too frequently, and thedecifion feemed atually
to forbid it altogether ; but, as far as the
general determination could be fuppofed to
relate to this operation, there was fophiftry in
the ftatement of the queftion, if not in the
reply. For by the firft it was prefumed that
the child was always living when this oper-
ation was to be performed, though that could
{eldom be the cafe ; and by the latter it was
allowed, that the authority of the decifion
might be fufpended, if there was reafon to
believe that the child was already dead. It
was for this caufe that all the {ymptoms of
@ dead child, certain and equivocal, were
collected and diftinguithed by authors with
great afliduity and circumf{pection.

In cafes of dangerous parturition the pre-
rogative of deciding upon the life or death of
the mother or child, was fuppofed by fome ta

be
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be inherent in the hufband. This opinion 1s
contrary to the rights and interefls of tociety,
and never could have fatisfied the mind, er
juftified the conduct of any perfon who
thould have fubmitted to be governed by
it ; nor do thefe cafcs admit of {fuch eletion,
for if the hufband had preferred the child, his
with of preferving it at the expenle of the
life of the mother, could not have been gra-
tified; he at leaft could be no competent
judge of the necefiity of the cafe, and could
claim no peculiar dominion over the lives of
either of them.

True religion and the common fenfe of
mankind appear to have nothing contradic-
tory. The doftrine they teach of its being
our duty to do all the good in our power, and
to avoid all the mifchief we can, js applicable
to the exigencies of every {tate, and we may
be eafily reconciled to 1t on the prefent oc-
cafion. In fome cafes of difficult parturition
it is not poffible that the lives both of the
mother and child fhould be preferved. Of
the life or death of the mother we can, under
all circumftances, be affured ; of the life or
death of the child there is often reafon to

doubt when we are called upon to decide
Dga and
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the mother; fo that the artificial opening of the
head of a child is, in fa&, no more than an
imitation in one cafe of what happens fpon-
taneoufly in another, and fuch imitation is
the true ground on which the whole practice
~of furgery has been founded. It may alfo be
obferved that the refources of nature, in every
thing which relates to parturition, are infinite
and conftantly exerted for the prefervation of
both the parent and child ; yet when the two
objelts are incompatible, the life of the child
is almeft uniformly yielded to that of the
parent.

From the number of figns of a dead child
given by authors, and by the context of their
writings, it appears to have been the pratice,
whenever the death of a child was afcertained,
to ufe the means of extralting it; or to have
given medicines to excite and aid the con-
ﬂﬂ:utmn for expelling it, without any reafon
drawn from the prefent ftate of the mather,
but to prevent remote danger. This prac-
tice correfponded with the theory of the
ancients, that a living child was born by its
own efforts, but a dead child, being deftitute
of all power, muft be excluded by art. But

no fa& is more clearly proved than that of a
dead
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dead child remaining in the wferus, inoffen-
fively, for feveral weeks before the acceflion
of labour, and being then expelled in a man--
ner perfe@ly natural. No injurious abforp-
tion takes place, nor does the ulerus {ufter by
being in contact with it. The certanty of
the death of the child would not therefore in-
dicate the neceflity of the operation we are
cmﬁdeﬁng; but the reafons for, and juftifica-
tion of, it muft be deduced from the itate of
the mother ; and that ftate muft be fuch as
to prove her abfolute inability to expel the
child, and the impoflibility of extratting it
by any of thofe means which have been con-
trived for the purpofe of delivering women,
giving at the fame time a chance of preferving
the lives of children; together with the danger
of delay. But as the figns of a dead child, if
decifive, would, on many occafions, have their
influence on pra&ice, and might at leaft in-
duce the moft cautious and prudent man to
haften the time of performing this operation,
which he might otherwife defer ; and as the
knowledge of thefe figns will lead to a more
full inveftigation of the fubject, 1t is proper
to enumerate them; and to inquire at the
fame time how far each of them may be

allowed
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which may be produced by fome contingent
circumf{tance, as the great heat of the room
when fhe 1s 1n a profuie peripiration, or the
fudden admiffion of cold air under the bed-
clothes in winter. Little ftrefs 1s to be
placed on this fign alone, but, when accom-
panied with others, it may increafe our fuf-
picions of the ftate of the child.

3 MECHANICAL WEIGHT OF THE UTERVUS.

If 2 woman in labour, or in the latter end
of pregnancy, fhould feel the wferus fall with
a fenfe of increafed or unrefifted weight,
when fhe turns from one fide to the other or
changes her pofition, it is often furmifed that
the child 1s dead ; all that refilition obferved
to exift in every living body being loft. But
this fenfe or effe& may be explained in a more
fatisfactory manner from other cauvfes, efpe-
cially when a woman is in labour. Should
the waters of the ovam be fuddenly dif-
charged, the wferus will contract till it comes
mto conta&t with the body of the child. But
the integuments of the abdomen, not contraét-
ing with equal celerity, and the wferus want-
ing that {upport which they afforded when

it
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it was fully diftended, muft of courfe fall to
whichever fide the woman may turn. Should
the waters be difcharged flowly, or fhould
the head of the child drop into the pe/vis im-
mediately after their difcharge, there would
not be this fenfe of unfupported weight
whether the child were living or dead ; be-
caufe in one cafe the wzerus would be held
firm by the general contraltion, and in the
other, the child would be prevented from
that kind of motion by its pofition.

When a child dies in the latter part of
pregnancy the flaccidity and fubfidence of
the abdomen are confiderable; but it is from a
very great degree of thefe one is led to fuf-
pet either the death or wafting of the child,
fuch fubfidence being one of the natural
changes which precede labours,

4. WANT OF MOTION OF THE CHILD.

The kind and degree of motion which
may be caufed by the child varies in dif-
ferent women, and at different periods of
preghancy. By fomethe child is {careely ever
perceived, and with others it is fcarcely ever
at reft, but it is often quiet a few days before,

and
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opinion, that it was needful to perform it
{peedily ; but it is now proved by experience,
and generally acknowledged, that the more
calmly and flowly we proceed, the lefs
chance there will be of failing, or doing mif-
chief. Asthe fole aim of this operation is
to preferve the life of the mother, without
regard to the child, whatever its {tate might
be, it will be our duty to be extremely care-
ful to guard againft every accident which
might prove injurious or hazardous to the
mother. But, as by following the diftin¢tions
{pecified in the laft fection we fhall be able
to mark and explain all the circumftances of
the operation as they occur, we will abide
by thofe diftinétions in defcribing the man-
ner of performing it.

S ECTLON Nl

ON THE PERFORATION OF THE HEAD.

THE eafe or difficulty attending this and
every other part of the operation, will depend
upon the diftance the head may be from us ;

whether,
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whether, for inftance, it be defcended and
locked in the pefvis, or be lying at the fu-
perior aperture ; and upon the degree of dif-
tortion of the pelvis, which may be only fo
much as juft to prevent the paflage of the
head, or {o great as to render the ufe of the
mftruments both troublefome and danger-
ous. Some inconvenience may alfo be pro-
duced by the o5 wteri, thould not this be di-
lated ; but this may rather be efteemed 2
reafon for extraordinary care than as a caufe
of difficulty.

Without regard to the part of the head
We mean to perforate, but deciding upon that
which is moft obvious and ealy of accefs, as
the moft proper, the left hand flattened s to
be mntroduced into the vagina, and the fore
finger of the fame hand is to be direfted
upon that part of the head where we mean
to fix the point of the inftrument. The per-
Jorator, held in the right hand, is to be con-
ducted with the convex part towards the
palm of the left hand, and with the point
kept clofe to the fore finger, till it reaches
the part we mean to perforate. The fore
finger of the left hand is then to be pafled
round the point of the inftrument, that we

B2 may
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SECTION VII

ON THE EVACUATION OF THE CONTENTS
OF THE HEAD.

A VERY large opening of the cranium
has been generally reputed neceflary for the
well performance of this operation ; but this
is not abfolutely required in any point of
view, nor can it always be made with {afety,
It muft, however, be fufficient for the pur=
pofe of fuffering the contents of the head to
pafs through it; and for the evacuation of
thefe, it was before mentioned, that various
inftruments had been contrived. But thefe,
efpecially the ferrated {poon, appear to be
unneceflary and dangerous; unnecefiary, be-
caufe the texture of the brain and cerebellum
being broken down, their evacuation will
follow of courfe, as the head is propelled or
extratted ; dangerous, becaufe an inftrument
with many fharp points could not be fre-
quently introduced and withdrawn, without
the hazard of being catched on the foft parts
of the mother. Any {mooth inftrument of
a proper fize and length, {uch as the handle of

| a fyver
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commence, and be continued till the purpofe
was accomplithed. With all the cautions
which have been given for afcertaining the
neceflity of the operation before it was per-
formed, it was ftrongly inculcated, that we
fhould be on our guard not to defer it till
the ftrength of the patient was too much
exhaufted; becaufe by fuch delay we fhould
altogether lofe the advantage that might re-
{ult from the natural efforts; and, when the
child was extra&ed, the mother would re-
main in a flate of the greateft danger from
mere debility. Our condu@ with regard to
the extra&ion of the head muft then de-
pend upon the {tate of the patient ; whether
that ftate will permit us to wait for the ad-
vantages to be derived from the putrefaction
and compreflion of the head, or whether the
head fhould be fpeedily extracted by art. If,
from the great diftortion of the pelvss,
it fhould have been found neceflary to
leflen the head in the beginning, or early
part of labour, the head when leflened may
be left for many hours, to undergo thofe
changes which putrefattion occafions, to the
diminution of its bulk by comprefiion, to
its gradual defcent into the pefvis, when 1t

may
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longer we. do wait the more eafily will the
head be extrated. DBut the patient is to be
carefully watched that we do not wait too
long, left unfavourable {ymptoms fhould
comeon, and the end for which the operation
was performed be defeated.

Sooner or later then, according to the ftate

of the mother, it will be neceflary that we
fhould begin to make our efforts to extra&

the head of the child; and taking care, in the
firft place, to remove cautioufly any loofened
or fharp pieces of bone, I have been ac-
cuftomed to avoid ufing the crotchet, or any
kind of mnftrument, till I have tried what
advantage was to be gained with my fingers.
With this view, introducing the fore finger
of my right hand, armed with my glove, or
fome fuch contrivance, into the opening in
the head, and then bending it in the fhape
of a hook, I have pulled it with all the force
it enabled me to exert, repeating my at-
tempts at intervals when the natural efforts
of the mother returned.

Should the head of the child be fo high
in, or above, the fuperior aperture of the
pelvrs, or this be fo much diftorted as not to

admit of my giving this kind of afliftance,
or
6
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to tear it away by pulling rafhly, confidering
that as fomething like breaking the inftru-
ment with which I was pertorming the opera-
tion.

In a cafe of very great difficulty it is how-
ever pofiible that all the bones of the craniun
might be brought away fucceflively, and
nothing of the head remain but the bafis of
the f{culi, with the integuments. It then
has happened oddly enough, that I have fuc-
ceeded in bringing down the remainder of
the head, merely by grafping the integu~
ments firmly in a mafs, or even in diftin
parts, and pulling by them in a proper di-
rection.  But, if thefe fhould be found in-
fufficient, the crotchet is to be 1ntroduced
again, and fixed upon the bafis of the fcuyll
on any part where we can get a firm hold, and
this afluming a more convenient direcion
will be readily brought down. I have not
found, in cafes of this kind, that I have acted
from a preference for fixing the inftrument
i this or that part, or in this or that manner ;
but, giving myfelf time to refle@, the exigence
of the cafe has ditated what I ought to do,
{o that I am not folicitous about any particular
method., Some have thought that it was of
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of bringing on premature labour. Some
women, who readily conceive, proceed re-
gularly in their pregnancy till they ap-
proach the full period, when, without any
apparently adequate caufe, they are in the
habit of being feized with a rigor, and the
child inftantly dies; though it may not be
expelled for fome weeks afterwards. In two
cafes of this kind I have propofed to bring
on premature labour, when I was certain the
child was living, and have fucceeded in pre-
ferving. the children without hazard to the
mothers. There is always fomething of
doubt in thefe cafes, whether the child might
not have been preferved without the opera-
tion: but, as fuch cafes often come under
confideration, and as I am difclofing all that
my experience has .taught me, it feemed
neceflary to mention this circumftance.

I may be allowed to conclude this fubjeét
without entering into a detail of the manner
in which premature labour may be brought
on ; becaufe no perfon qualified to decide on
the propriety of this operation can be igno-
rant of the manner of performing it. I muit
however obferve, when the membranes of
the ovum are punctured or ruptured, and the
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pofed to render this operation neceffary, forné
refpe@ing the parent, others the child. Of
the firlt kind were the {mallnefs or diftor-
tion of the pelvis, the ftraitnefs or clofure
of the natural paffages, from cicatrices, the
rigidity of the parts from old age, or their
imperfetion from youth ; almoft every caufe
of a difficult labour, when extreme in its
degree, has been mentioned as a poffible rea-
fon for this operation. Thofe which re-
{pected the child, not only related to its
comparative fize, but its pofition alfo; and
on this occafion twins, and even monfters,
which there was no with to preferve, have
been mentioned. But, whatever was the
exifting caufe, it appears that there muft
have been a full conviction on the mind of
the perfon who propofed this operation, of
the impofiibility of delivering the patient by
any other means. Some writers have indeed
{poken of this operation, not with a view
to its abfolute neceflity, but its eligibility,
or as deferving preference to other methods
of delivery which might be praticable. Such
writers have not met with general approba-
tion, but their influence has been too great ;

for, in the hiftories of the cafes recorded, we
find
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15 proof, or good reafon, for believing that the
child is dead.

The third is the ftatement attended with
any difficulty, and being the only cafe
which, ftrictly fpeaking, conftitutes the Cefa-
rean operation; it might lead to a compara-
-tive eftimation between the life of the child
and that of the parent. But the common
fenfe of mankind, agreeing in the general
-principles adopted throughout this work, of
its ever being our duty, in the firft place,
‘to preferve the lives of both the parent and
child; in the fecond, to preferve the life of
‘the parent; and in the third, that of the
child, which have been on various oceafions
dnculecated and applied, will point out the
general line of condu@ we ought to purfue,
-according to the exigence of everycafe which
may occur in practice.

Without regard to the ftate of the child,
‘this operation has alfo been propofed for our
-confideration under circumftances which re-
late to the mother alope.

1. When the was living,

2. When fthe was dead.

Some have been of opinion, that this ope-
‘ration ought never to be performed on the

D living
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living fubjeft. Perhaps, imprefled With the
dread of the operation, they did not diftin-
guith between neceffity and eligibility, and
therefore wifthed to abolifh it altogether. But
if it were to be performed only when the
_patient was dead, more particularly if we
were to wait for her death; as the only pro-
per time of performing it, it would in gene-
ral be fruitlefs. For I do not find any in-
ftance of a living child extraéted by this ope-
ration after the death of the mother, unlefs
the child efcaped by the fame ftroke as that
which proved fatal to the mother, of which
the accounts feem to be almoft fabulous, or
merely accidental. But as, in cafes of wo-
men dying in convulfions, rupture of the
uterus, or other rapid difeafes, at different
periods of pregnancy, or of a labour, it is
poffible for a living child to be extradted
after the death of the mother, by {peedily
performing this operation ; and as no harm
.ean poffibly refult from the operation, {up-
pofing ourfelves difappointed, no reafonable
objeftions can be made to our performing it
under {uch circumftances. In:fome coun-
tries the laws forbid a woman dying; when
pregnant, to be interred before the child fhall

be
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performing this operation on the living fube
je&, and that is, fuch an extreme degree of
diftortion of the pefvis as renders the extrac-
tion of the child, in its prefent ftate, when
diminifhed in its bulk, or even reduced into
fmall pieces, abfolutely impracticable. It is
true, if any other caufe could be proved to
exift which produced the fame impraéticabi-
lity, then the operation would be equally re-
quifite and juftifiable.

To make a precife ftatement of that de-
gree of diftortion, or confequent diminution
of the cavity of the pefvis, as might require
this operation, is net perhaps pofiible in the
living fubje&t. ‘The natural {pace of the
cavity of a well formed pelvis, from the s
pubis to the facrum, is about four inches and
a half, and in fome fubje&s rather mere;
and the heads of childrenat the time of birth
bear a general relative proportion to this
{pace. But living children have been bern,
frequently, by the natural efforts, when the
{pace was prefumed to be lefs than four
inches ; and, if the children were fmall, when
it did not exceed three inches: and we may
judge that the head of achild is capable of |
being reduced by compreflion one third of

its
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its natural bulk, without deftruion of parts,
or any permanent injury. But fhould the
capacity of the pe/vis be reduced under three
inches, we have not much reafon to expe&
a living child to pafs through it, either na-
turally, or by the affiftance of art; though
the head of one that is dead, efpecially if it
be putrified, may be prefled through a pefvis
of about thofe dimenfions, even without arti-
ficial affiftance. Should the capacity of a
pelvis not exceed, according to our judg-
ment, twa inches and a half, then the head
of a child, unlefs the contents be evacuated,
could not pafs or be extratted through it.
But if the cavity be fo far clofed, that it
fhould not exceed one inch, we might then
prefume that the head of a child, though
reduced to the leaft poffible fize, could
not be extracted through it; and the necef-
fity and propriety of the Cefarean opera-
tion might be admitted, if we had reafon
to conclude that the child was living.

Thefe general pofitions every perfon en-
gaged in pradtice will bear in his mind, in
cafes of difficulty arifing from diftortion of the
pelvis.  But he muft alfo recolle, that the re-
maining {pace of the cavity of the pe/vis, incafes

1.3 of
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of diftortion, will be differently eftimated by
different perfons, and cannot be afcertained
with precifion by any one, during the life of
the patient. He will alfo remember, that
the kinds of diftortion are as various as the
degrees, and that the cavity, though much
diminifhed in one part, may be far lefs altered
in another; and that even one fide of the
pelvis may meafure two inches, when the
other is {carcely equal to one, which confi-
deration may make a change in our judg-
ment of the kind of operation required wide-
ly different. It fhould alfo be remembered
that the fize of children at the time of birth,
and the firmnefs of the bones, together with
the compaétnefs of their union with each
other, are very different, and might add to,
or leflen, the difficulty of a birth, whether
natural or artificial. After a mature confide-
ration of the whole matter, 1 am however of
opinion, that no rule of fufficient authority to
guide us in any particular cafe can be formed
from fuch calculations, and that our condudk
1s not to be governed wholly by them ; but
by the refleCtions of common fenfe work-
ing in a reafonable mind, flored with the
knowledge of {uch calculations, and of many
Lo otheg
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other collateral circumftances, which it is im-
poflible to enumerate or deferibe, fo as to
render them applicable and ufeful.

I cannot however relinquifh the fubject
without mentioning another ftatement of this
queftion, which has often employed my mind,
efpecially when the {ubje&t has been actually
pafling before me. Suppofe, for inftance, a
woman married, who was fo unfertunately
framed, that the could not have a living child.
The firft time of her being 1 labour, no rea-
fonable perfon could hefitate to afford relief at
the expence of her child; even a fecond and
a third trial might be juftifiable to afcertain
the faét of the impoffibility. But it might
be doubted in morals, whether children fthould
be begotten under fuch circumftances, or
whether, after a determination that the cane
not bear a living child, a woman be entitled
to have a sumber of children deftroyed for
the purpofe of faving her life; or whether,
after many trials, the ought not to fubmit
to the Cefarean operation, as the means of
preferving the child at the rifk of her own
life. ‘This thing ought to be confidered,
Moreover, when it has been afcertained, that
women could not poffibly bear living children,

D4 and



Unable to display this page



( 40 )

the operation was performed ; or was the in=
evitable confequence of the operation, I
cafes of death occafioned by wounds, ﬁlhe fol-
lowing order in which the danger is produced
may be obferved: firft, from convulfions, or
hemorrhage; {econdly, from inflammation;
thirdly, from gangrene; fourthly, from fup-
puration. Though all the patients on whom
this operation has been performed died, their
death happened at different periods; but not
one died, either while the operation was
performing, or immediately after it. No
convulfions were brought on by the incifions,
nor does it appear that any of them fink
through the lofs of blood accompanying or
fucceeding the operation, Some died within
twelve, others at the end of twenty-four
hours, and a few died on the third day after
the operation. If we may judge of the caufe
of the patient’s death by the time of her
dying, it might be faid, that the death of

thofe who failed within twenty-four hnurs,"'

was probably owing, not to the operation
alone, but to the violence of this, combined
with that of previous difeafe; but when
they furvived twenty-four or fﬂrty-ewht
hours, then their death might be attributed

_3 to
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to the fucceeding inflammation, in a body
before difpofed to difeafe. If we had the
liberty of feleting a patient on whom to try
the merits of this operation, we certainly
fhould not choofe one who was either very
much diftorted, or who had the mollities
offiumn, or who had been feveral days in la-
bour; becaufe the event muft very much
depend upon her ftate at the time when the
operation was performed.

- It is not my intention by this kind of in-
veftigation to leflen the general averfion from
. this operation when it can be avoided; but
1 believe we cannot fall into error by con-
forming to fuch conclufions as thefe. Every
woman on whom the Cefarean operation fhall
be performed will probably die, and fhould
any one furvive, her recovery might rather
be confidered as an efcape than as a recovery
to be expected; but as fuch an efcape may
happen in any cafe, in which the operation
might be performed, we may efteem every
cafe which can come before s, as the indi-
vidual cafe in which a happy event is to be
expeted. Thefe conclufions will lead us to
the principle of neceffity as the fole juftification

of
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of this operation, and infpire us, when we da
perform it, with every motive to exert all oun
judgment and {kill for the {ervice of the pa-
tient, as if we were certain fthe would fur-
vive,

SECTION VI

Having never performed the Cefarean,
operation, nor feen it performed, I offer the
defcription of the cafe related in the fourth
volume of the Medical Obfervations and In-
quiries, as the beft example which has been
recorded; the operation was performed by
Mr. Thomfon, one of the furgeons of the
London Hofpital™®.

¢¢ A table being prepared, the patient was
placed upon it, lying on her back, her head
being fupported by pillows, and her legs
hanging down, The belly appcared promiy

* It is remarkable that the oldeft phyfician or furgeon
in London, could not recollect a cafe of this operation, or
had heard it fpoken of by their predeceflors; yet that two
caﬁ:s, in the fame ftreet, fthould have occurred to one gen-

;leman , within a very fhort fpace of time.
nc 1"'t
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nent chiefly on the right fide, the protube-
rance of the wferys extending but about two
or three fingers breadth on the left of the
linea alba, There was no difficulty therefore
to determine where the incifion was to be
made.

‘¢ Accordingly, about a hand’s breadth from
the navel on the right fide, I began the in-
cifion in a longitudinal direftion, and con-
tinued it about f{ix inches in length, the mid-
dle of which was nearly oppofite to the
navel ; the fkin and adipofe membrane being
cut through on the outer edge of the refus
mufcle. 1 carefully made an incifion through
the tendinous expanfion of the abdominal
mufcles and the perstoneum, {ufficient to in-
troduce the forefinger of my left hand, when,
with a curyed knife conducted on my finger,
an opening was made into the cavity of the
abdemen, and the wterys expofed, |

¢ The wuterus appearing very folid to the
touch, it was apprehended by fome gentle-
men, that the placenta might perhaps adhere
to that part of the wferus which lay bare,
and which might confiderably obftru& the
removal of the child, or endanger an hemor-
rhage. With precaution, therefore, an apers

ture
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ture was made in the centre of the uferus
fufficient to admit my finger, with which
cunduéftmg the curved knife, I dilated the
wound in the wterus, upwards and down-
wards, to the full extent of the outward
wound.

“¢ The placenta, which adually adhered to
this part of the wrerus, eafily gave way, and
receded as my finger advanced in making
the openmng.

¢« The placenta and membranes imme=
diately began to protrude. Dr. Ford at this
junéture flipping his hand into the wuterus,
while the fides were kept afunder, brought
forth the child by the feet, and immediately
afterwards the placenta and membranes were
extra&ted with the greateft eafc. Dr. Ford
took upon himfelf the management of the
child and feparation of the umbilical chord,
and in a few minutes the child cried ftrongly.

<« The wuterus being difburthened of its
contents, and contrating amazingly faft, the
omentum and bowels began to protrude ; Mr.
Yobn Hunter was fo obliging as to affift me
in retaining them within the belly, whilft I
cleanfed away the grumous blood (which

was
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approved and followed, it was deemed indif®
“penfably neceflary to deliver the patient by
art, as expeditiouflly as poffible, to free her
from the caufe of the impending danger. But
according to the fecond *, it being prefumed
that the convulfions appertained to the la-
bour as {fymptoms, this, if natural, was to be
fuffered to go on without interpofition; as if
there were no convulfions; while we were
engaged in ufing the means of preventing
their return, or of leflening the effe@& which
might be produced by them. Whatever has
been done or omitted, has occafionally been
blamed or regretted, and, in confultations on
cafes of this kind, 1 have generally obferved;
that the perfon who advanced his opinion in
the boldeft manner, prevailed on the reft to
acquiefce in his fentiments ; the records of
experience having been thought infufficient;
or not fo duly weighed as to juftify our
forming an irrefragable rule of practice,

la femme n’eft tres promptement fecourue par 'accouche-
ment, qui eft le meilleur remede qu’on puiffe apporter:d
Pune et a 'autre. Mauricean, vol. i. cap. 28,

* Naturz, partus quoad cetera fanus, relinqui poteft.
Rogderery Element, Art, Obfteric, Aphorifm. 697,
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SECTI ON 1L

ON THE REPUTED CAUSES OF CONVULSIONS.

IT is remarkable that puerperal convulfions
occur fo rarely in the country, that I have
not been able to make {cme very intelligent

men, of great experience, comprehend them.
The very few cafes of which 1 have been

informed, out of this city, have happened in
large towns, or among thefe who might be
reckoned in the higher ranks of life. We
may therefore conclude, that a remote caude
of thefe convulfions is to be fought for in

the particular influence of the air, or in fome
change made in the conftitution, by the cuf-
toms and manner of living in cities and large
towns ; though there are immediate caufes
capable of producing thefe convulfions in any
fituation. It has alfo been obferved, that
women are far more liable to convulfions in
certain years and {eafons than in others.

The female conftitution becomes infinitely
more irritable in confequence of the changes
made in the uferus during pregnancy, every
part of the body readily participating with
the ftate of the wuferus. This increafed

writability,
3
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trritability, when not exceffive, and only affe(t-
ing parts not eflential to the economy of the
conftitution at large, is {o far from being in-
jurious, that it proves eventually falutary
erther to the parent or child. But we may
conclude, that in a conftitution become un-
ufually irritable from one caufe, any additional
caufe of morbid irritation will produce dif-
ferent and more violent effe@s, than if that
conftitution had been at reft, before the ap-
plication of the fecond caufe, It is therefore
reafonable to believe, that the conflitution
which a delicate mode of education .can
fcarce fail to give, fill farther augmented by
habits of ndulgence, and the eager purfuit of
pleafure in advanced age, renders fuch wo-
men at all times, and in all fituations, more
liable to every kind of nervous affection s that
the ftate of pregnancy ftdl makes them more
difpofed to the fame affections, and from flighter
caufes to convulfions, than thofe women are
who, by educations and habits of living, are
{eafoned, as it were, againft impreflions
which might affe& either their minds or con~-
ftitutions ; for it is to both thefe we are to
look for the caufes of convulfions.
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operationn of .an emetic, patients have beeri
fometimes wonderfully relieved. Care is alfo
to be taken to regulate the ftate of the bowels;
whether they be too much relaxed or con-
ftipated.

‘Towards the conclufion of pregnancy fome
women are f{ubject to violent cramps in va-
rious parts of the abdomen, or inferior extre-
mities, together with complaints in the head
or ftomach. Should not thefe be relieved by
the cuftomary means, the warm bath may be
advifed, and from its daily ufe they will often
find much benefit.

Objections have been made to the frequent
or habitual ufe of opiates for flicht complaints
in pregnant women ; and there is much rea-
{on to {ufpe that they often prove injurious
to the child. But thefe objections do not
apply to their occafional ufe when they are
really neceflary.  Yet as, in very large dofes,
opiates have been known to produce convul-
fions, it feems better to give them in fmall
quantities often repeated; than in a large dofe
at one time *,

Nervous

* The late Dr. Hinter informed me of the cafe of a
patient who had convulfiuns, preceded by the violent

pain
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The fate of the patient will {eldom allow
of the ufe of emetics; but, when they could
be given, and have produced their cffed,
they have procured much relief; and the fame
obfervation may be made of purgative me-
dicines. But the truth is, from the moment
the convulfions come on, the patients often
lofe all power of {wallowing, even in the
intervals, and we are compelled to relinquifh
internal medicines altogether. Yet in fuch
cafes, clyfters, if they can be made to pafs,
are ufually given; but, whether they were
purgative in the firft inftance, or afterwards
compofed with a due quantity of opium, of
oil of amber, the fetid gums, or other me-
dicines of that kind, I cannot fay that I ever
faw any good produced by them, at leaft be-
fore the birth of the child.

On a fuppofition that the remote caufe of
thefe convulfions is in the too great writabi-
lity of the conflitution at large, and the im-
mediate caufe in the excitement raifed by
{fome new ftimulant, of the labour, or thelike,

without much benefit. In the violence of fome of her

ftruggles the orifice opened, and a confiderable quantity of
blood was loft before the accident was difcovered ; but the
convulfions from that time ceafed,

opium,
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fore given will be fufficient guides for our
conduét. But, from a review of what has
pafled in my own pradtice, I feel it neceffary
to caution the operator againft a forwardnefs
to facrifice the regard due to the child in
cafes of convulfions, as many of thefe, with |
very unfavourable appearances, have termi-
nated happily ; and againft hurry in any ope-
ration, as he would thereby leflen his chance |
of faving the child, and probably with difad- |
vantage to the mother: and no good can "re-
fult to fociety, or reputation accrue to the
profeflion from a praétice by which neither
of their lives are preferved. Should the con-
yulfions continue after the birth of the child,
the methods before tried muft be continued,
or new ones adopted, as the ftate of the cafe
may then require or allow; and under thefe
circumftances it will often be found prefer-
able to fatisfy ourfelves with giving time,
proceeding gently and circumipeétly with
general care, rather than to ufe inceflantly
the more active means which have fometimes
- been recommended,

With refpect to thofe convulfions which
firlt appear after the birth of the child, the
exigence of the cafe muft govern the treat-

ment,
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wholly confined to the child. All our ats

tention, and every meafure we purfue, muft
then relate to the prevention of this danger,
which can only arife from the compreffion of
the funis, and the confequent interruption or
fuppreflion of the circulation of the blood be-
tween the placenta and child.

All the affiftance which art has afforded
for this purpofe has led to two points of
pradtice ; firft, in directing us to return the
defcended funis beyond the head, or prefent-
ing part of the child, whatever that may be,
in drawing it to the fides where it might be
out of the way of compreffion ; and, if thefe
were impracticable, to favour the continuance
of the circulation by preventing its expofure
to the influence of the open air. Secondly,
by paffing the hand into the wferus, turning
and delivering the child by the feet; by which
the labour was accelerated and the danger of
the comprefiion of the funis avoided.

When the funss has defcended, the ftate
of the child may be precifely determined by
the funis itfelf. If there be a pulfation in it,
the child is certainly living, or though the
pulfation may ceafe during the continuance
of a pain and return in the intervals; but, if

there
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by the feet; ufing, at the fame time, the
precaution of carrying up the defcended
funis, that it may be out of the way of com-
preffion. But if the head fhould be fo far
advanced in the pefvis as, in any confpi-
cuous degree, to render the turning of
the child unfafe to the mother, it may
be proper to ufe our endeavours to pre-
{erve the child by other means, fuch as
by replacing the funis, or by accelerating the
labour.

For the firft we have been direéted to
raife the defcended funis beyond the prefent-
ing part of the child, in the abfence of a
pain, as far as we can reach; retaining it
there when the pains come on, till it fhall
abide above the prefenting part of the child,
when we might prefume it was in fafety.
But this method is, on trial, {feldom or never
found to fucceed, for the funis is ufually
forced down again on the return of the
pains; though the fuccefs of thefe at-
tempts will very much depend upon the quan-
tity of funis defcended, or upon its being in "
a fingle fold, or in feveral convolutions, and
whether it be on the fore part or fides of the

pelvis,
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pelvis, where it can be more commodioufly
managed.

The late Dr. Mackenfie, than whom I
have not known a man more intelligent in
converfation, or more excellent in praétice,
informed me of another method which he
had tried. Inftead of attempting to replace
the defcended funis in the common way, he
brought down as much more of it as would
come with eafe, and then inclofed the whole
mafs in a {mall bag made of foft leather,
gently drawn together with a ftring, like
the mouth of a purfe. The whole of the
defcended funis, inclofed in this bag, was
conveniently returned, and remained beyond
the head of the child till this was expelled;
and, the bag containing the fumis having
efcaped compreflion, the child was born
living. But he very ingenuoufly told me,
that he had made feveral other trials in the
{ame manner without fuccefs.

Many years ago Mr. Crof? alfo informed me
of a method which he had fuccefsfully ufed
- in thefe cales. When he had in vain at-
tempted to replace the fun:s in the common
way, he carried up the defcended part be-

yond
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exciting the pains to aét with more vigour;
or by encouraging the patient to exert her
efforts more ftrenuoufly towards the con-
clufion, the child will be fooner expelled,
and its life be preferved. But no attempts
to fave the child are to be practifed but
fuch as are confiftent with the fafety of the
mother.

2. When the head of the child prefents,
and has advanced far into the pelvrs, if the
pains are flow and ineffe¢tual, and the child
living, it may be confidered whether, with-
out hazard to the mother, we may not apply
the forceps or veliss 3 and, by extraéting the
head fooner than there was reafon to think
it would be expelled by the natural pains,
preferve the child. With regard to turn-
ing the child, and, delivering by the feet in
thefe cafes, the operation can only be per-
formed before the head has defcended far
into the pefvis; though in fome inftances
I have gone beyond the common rules of
the art, and have fucceeded in faving the
child.

3. When there is a defcent of the Sunis,

with a preternatural prefentation of the child,
our















