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Preternatural Labours.

S.E.C. T J..O0O N _ L

HE technical terms which are ufed to fpecify

all the other claffes of Labours, relate to

fome circumftance in which the mother is wholly
or partly concerned. But the term preternatural
applies merely to the pofition of the child ; and this
kind of labour may occur in a woman in perfeét
health, when all the changes incidental to the
ftate of parturition, are made in the moft favour-
able manner, and in whom there is the beft poffi-
ble formation. In fhort, there may be no devia-
tion or irregularity of any kind, excepting only
that the head of the child does not prefent.
Should the prefentation of another part be com-
bined with any circumftance of importance, either
B tQ
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opinions, I think it was generally agreed, that
preternatural prefentations happened more fre-
quently to women in the lower ranks of life,
than to thofe in more affluent condition; the acci-
dents and exertions to which the former are more
liable, being prefumed to be the caufes. Beforg
we confent to the inference, it would however be
neceffary to examine into the truth of the aflcrtion.
I believe it has never been fatisfactorily proved that
preternatural prefentations are really more com.
mon in the lower than in the higher ranks of life;
the number in one being, almoft beyond any
comparifon, greater than in the other.  No flation
of life is exempt from thefe prefentations, though
they rarely occur in any, efpecially thofe of the
fecond orders and it is wonderful, that thofe wo-
men who have had fuch accidents, at different
periods of utero-geftation, as would be deemed

moft likely to produce them, have bad them not;
But though preternatural prefentations  feldom
occur, when they are dreaded and expclled, it
is remarkable that fome women are peculiarly fub-
jeét to them; not once only, which might be con-
fidered as the effe& of fome accident, but cxallly
o the fame prefentation, whether of the fuperioror

inferior extremities, in feveral {ucceflive or alter-
nate labours. It feems doubtful therefore whether
we ﬂught not to exclude accidents as the common
B2 caufe!
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caufes of thefc prefentations, and fearch for the
real caufe from {ome more intricate circumftance
fuch as the manner after which the ovum may pafs
out of the ovarium into the uterus; fome peculiarity
in the form of the cavity of the uterus, or abdomen’
in the quantity of the waters of the ovum at fome
certain time of pregnancy; or perhapsin the infer-
tion of the funis into the abdomen of the child,
which s not in all cafes confined to one precife
part, but admits of confiderable variety.

Several prefumptive figns of the preternatual
prefentation of children have been mentioned ; fuch
as an unequal diftention of the abdomen during
pregnancy ; fome peculiarity in the motion of the
child ; the fudden rifing of the child, when the
woman is in a recumbent pofition, fo as to affeét
her ftomach, or to incommode her breathing ; the
flow progrefls of the firft ftage of a labour, the
early rupture of the membranes, or the clon-
gated form which the membranes containing
the waters aflume, while the os ater: is dilating.
But thefe fymptoms and appearances will be found
very unccrtain, as they fometimes occur in natural
prefentations ; nor can we confide in any mark or
indication, until we are able to feel and diftinguifh
the part which really prefents. It will often be
in our power, before the membranes are broken
to difcover that the prefentation of the child s

preternatural ;
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preternatural; and fometimes, though not con-
ftantly, to fay what the prefenting partis. But
when the membranes are broken, a fmall fhare
of 1kill and circum{petion will enable us to
determine what that part is; efpecially if we
have accuftomed ourfelves to handle the limbs of
new-born children. By its roundnefs and firmnefs,
the head may be diftinguithed from any other
part; the breech may be known by the cleft be-
tween the buttocks, by the parts of generation, and
by the difcharge of the meconium, though the laft
circumftance does not happen even when the
breech prefents, till the labour is advanced, and
fometimes occurs likewife in prefentations of the
head. The foot may be known by the heel and
the want of a thumb; and the hand by the thumb
and the length of the fingers. In fome cafes, I
have found the bands and the feet lying together,
but this cannot create much embarrafiment to an
intelligent pra&itioner; though there is reafon to
believe that an error or miftake in judging the fu-
perior to be the inferior extremities, has fometimes
been produétive of miichief. I do not mention
the marks by which the back, belly, or fides
might be diftinguithed, becaufe thefe, properly
{peaking, never conftitute the prefenting part.

SEC-
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N the firft order of preternatural labours may
be included, the prefentation of the breech, of

a bip, of the knees, and of one or both legs.
When a labour is fo far advanced that the os
aters- is fully dilated, if no part of the child can
be felt, it will be prudent to watch carefully when
the membranes break, asthereis a chance that
the prefentation may be of fuch kind as may re-
quire the child to be immediately turned. But if
no part of the child can be felt, by a common
examination, after the membranes are broken»
it will be juftifiable to afcertain the prefentation by
the introduction of the hand. Should the head, or
inferior extremities be found to prefent, the hand
may be withdrawn, and we may fuffer the la-
bour to proceed without any further interpofition;
but if it fhould be that kind of prefentation which
requires the child to be turned, we fhall have an
opportunity of performing the operation, before

there is any natural contra&ion of the uterus.
Inthe firft order of preternatural labours, two
very different methods of praétice have been re-
commended. By the favourers of the firft method,
we have been direéted, as foon as the prefentation
wvas difcovered, whatever might be the ftate of the
labour,
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labour, to dilate the parts, then to pafs the hand into
the uterus, and to bring down the feet of the child;
or if thefe were originally in the vagina, to graip
them, and extra& the child with all poffible expe-
dition, making the labour wholly artificial, with-
out waiting for that help which might be afforded
by the efforts of the conftitution. To leave a wo-
man for many hours, perhapsa whole day in pain
and anxicty, when we have the power of extract-
ing the child in a very fhort fpace of time, by
which the violence of the pain would be lefiened,
or its duration at leaft very much fhortened, has
been urged by thofe who approved the firft
method, as an inftance of the imperfe&ion of the
pra®ice, and as an argument of want of humanity.
But others, on the contrary, have confidered this
practice as founded in a vulgar and moft per-
nicious error, which makes no diftin¢tion between
the flownefs and the danger of a labour ; and thefe
having confidered the prefentation of the breech
and inferior extremities, as generally fafe, have
taught us that fuch cafes ought, and with fecunity
may be left to the efforts of the conftitution, no
kind of affiftance being required. Of the {uperior:
advantage of thefe two methods, it is only poflible
to judge by the general event of cafes of this kind ;
and if this fhall prove, which I believe is {carce to
be doubted, that lefs injury is done to the mother,

and
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and that there is a better chance of faving the life
of the child, by fuffering it to be expelled, than by
artificial delivery, there can be no hefitation to
which of the methods preference fhould be given

for the charge of want of humanity cannot be laid
againft a proceeding which terminates happily for
both. From the manner of exprefling the direc-
tions for the introduction of the hand, for the pur-
pofe of bringing down the feet, in prefentations
of the breech, we might conclude that it would be
done with much eafe. But on trial it is often found
mnpofiible, without the exertion of great force ; and
when this is done, or if the feet were originally in
the vaging, though the firft part of the extradion
might be eafy, we fhould in the progrefs find an
increafing difficulty, which would bring the life of
the child into great hazard. The thighs advance
more {lowly than the legs, and the breech than the
thighs; there is fome delay with the body, then
with the fhoulders, and laftly, when the arms are
brought down, with the head. Thefe little difii-
culties and embarrafiments, feparately confidered,
might not be of much confequence, but colle®ively
they oceafion a compreflion of the funis, continuing
long enough to bring the life of the child into great
danger, if not to deftroy it; and this danger can
only be prevented by a hurry in the extra®ion of

the child, which may do much injury to the mo-
ther,
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ther. If on the contrary, we fuffer the breech,
efpecially with the legs turned upwards, to be ex-
pelled by the natural pains, though the labour will
neceflarily be more flow, the diftention of the parts
thereby occafioned is fo ample, that the body and
head' will follow immediatcly, or be readily ex-
tracted. In cafes of the prefentation of the breech,
or inferior extremities, it is therefore become an
eftablithed rule with men of the firft abilities and
reputation, to fuffer the breech to be expelled by
the pains, and then to give fuch affiftance as the
exigencies of the cafe may require. .

In every labour, in the progrefs of which we
cannot feel the head of the child prefenting, or
do feel any other part, the membranes being un-
broken, we muft be particularly careful not to
break them prematurely, that is, before the os
ateri is fully dilated ; becaufe, whatever the pre-
fentation may be, the child is in no danger, tll
the waters are difcharged; and a natural, is al-
ways preferable to an artificial dilatation, however
carefully made. But when the membranes break
fpontancoully before the os uter: is dilated, and we
can difcover the prefentation of the breech or in-
ferior extremities, it is proper to leave the dilata-
tion to'the natural efforts, though it will be effe¢ted
flowly and more awkwardly, than if it was done
by the membranes containing thewaters, or cven by

C the
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complex, are more apt to create confufion than ta
be of ufe, and they are not founded on praétical ob-
fervation, but on an erroneous opinion that the head
of the child could be extraéted only or moft coms
modioufly, when the face of the child was turned
towards the os facrum of the mother. Butitis
now well known, that the head of the child will
pafs through the pe/vis, with one ear to the pubes,
and the other to the facrum, or in diffcrent degrees
of diagonal direétion regarding the cavity, and that
it is not found to proceed exally alike inany two
labours.

When the child is brought down as low as the
thoulders, it has been eftcemed by fome as a very
injudicious practice, to bring down the arms of
the child ; thefe being turned along the head, pre-
venting in their opinion, fuch a contraétion of the
os uteri round the neck of the child, as would be an
impediment to its delivery. Others have con-
fidered this ftep as abfolutely neceffiry in all cafes,
the arms, according to them, occupying a portion
of that fpace, which fhould bec filled up by the
head only. If the extration of the head with the
arms turned up, be tolerably eafy, theie is no oc”
cafion to bring them down ; but if the hoad thould
vemain fixed in fuch a manner as to refift the force
which we think can be fafely or prudently exerted,
then the arms ought to be brought down; but

very
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very circumfpeétly, left they fhould be fradtured

or diflocated, or come along with fo {fudden a
motion as to endanger the laceration of the peri-
nagum. Nor is there afterwards found to have been
any reafon for apprehending inconvenience from
the fudden contragtion of the o5 uteri round the
neck of the child.

When the arms are brought down, thould there
be much difficulty in the extraétion of the head,
it will be of great ufe to pafs the fore-finger of
the left hand iato the mouth of the child, and to
prefs down the jaw, but not to pull by it, in order
to change the pofition of the head, which may be
eafily donc, and the extragion be thereby much
* facilitated ; but of this difficulty we fhall fpeak
more fully, when we confider the inconveniences
produced by the diftortion of the pelvis,

In the extra®ion of the child, the body 1s con-
ve ted into a lever or inftrument for that purpofe,
and this will a& in different cafes, or different
periods of the fame cale, with greater advantage,
by changing the direction in which it 1s ufed. Ac-
cordingly, in fome cales, greater progrefs is made
by aéting alternatcly from fide to fide, and in
others, from the pubes to the facrum, or in the op-
pofite diretion; and that way is to be purfued,
in which we obtain the greateft advantage. When
the head s pafling through the external parts,

thefe
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have before had children: But if it fhould be 4
firft labour, and the children large, or even of a
common fize, they will be more frequently born
dead, in confequence of fome cafual but deftruétive
preflure of the fanis, before the breech is expelled
or afterward ; and with refpe& to prefentations in
general, that which is moft common, is for that
reafon to be efteemed natural.

In all cafes in: which the child is expelled or ex-
tradted by the breech or inferior extremities, the
placenta is ufually managed without difficulty or
danger, and it is generally excluded in a fhorer
time than after a natural birth,

Sl G O N I11.

N the fecond order of preternatural labours, the

prefentation of the fhoulder, or one or both arms
may be included; and which{oever of thefe 1s the
prefenting part, thu‘c 1s a ne:eﬂity of turning the
child, and declivering by the fect. In the ma-
nagement of prefentations of this kind, there 18
always lefs difficulty if both arms prefent, than if
there fhould be only one armj; it will therefore
be neceffary to fpeak only of the prefentation of a

fingle arm.
In



( 2t )

In ancient tmes it was the cuftom, in every
kind of labour, except thofe in which the head ori-
ginally prefented, to return the part prefenting, and
to bring down the head ; and if this was found im-
pradticable, direétions were given to bring the
child away by the feet, or in any manner its fitua-
tion would allow, or the exigencies of the cafe
might require. But we learn from /Etius, who
lived grobably about the fifth century, that Phi/lome-
nes, whofe writings are now loft, except thofe pre-
ferved by Atius, difcovered a method of turning
and delivering children by the feet; and this me-
thod, with fome alterations and improvements in
the operation, has been praélifed ever fince his
time, and confidered as the only one by which the
child could be extracted, and the lifc of the mother
preferved. But about twelve years ago it was my
happinefs to difcover, that in fome of the worit
kinds and degrees of preternatural Iabours, thofe
in which the affiftance of art 1s fometimes found to
be infufficient and often unfafe, the powers of the
conftitution, if not impeded in their operation, are
capable of affording relicf, with perfe& fafety to the
mother, and without any additional danger to the
child. Of the manner in which this delivery is ac-
complithed by the natural pains, we fhall fpeak in
its proper place.

D Though
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"Though the neceflity of turning the children and
delivering by the feat, in this fecond order of pre-
ternatural labours, be univerfally acknowledged, yet
the circumftances of the women f{uffering them,
are exceedingly different.  With the view of pre-
venting or leffening the embarrafiment of the
practitioner, it is thercfore requifite to make feve-
ral diftin&ions ; and we will fay that it may be ne-
ceffary to turn the child,

1. When the os uteri being fully dilated, and
the membranes unbroken, a fuperior extremity is.
felt through them; or immediately upon the rup=
ture of the membranes and the dilcharge of the
waters ; before there is any return of the pains,
or any contraction of the aterus round the body of
the child.

5. When the membranes break in the beginning
of labour, the os ateri being very litde dilated, per-
haps fcarcely in a fufficient degree to allow a ha nd
or an arm of the child to pafs through it, or to dif=
cover that the prefentation is preternatural.

3. When the os uteri is fully dilated, the mem-
branes having been long broken, and the uterus
being ftrongly contradted round the body of the
child, which may be clofely fixed at the fuperior
aperture of the pelvis.

4. When under any of thefe circumftances,.

there:
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there is a great difproportion between the fize of
the child and the dimenfions of the pefvis.

Under each of thefe diftin&ions, a variety of
other fubjeés may require the attention of the prac-
titioner, but of every one of thefe it is impoffible
to take notice in the defeription of any ftated cafe,
as no two labours ever were in all points exadtly
fimilar.

In the pradtice of every art, {fome advantages
muft remain beyond the power of any doctrine to
convey. Thefe can only be obtained by the cul-
tivation of our own minds, and by the acquifition
of that dexterity which frequent exercife muft give
to our hands.

EE © Tof O Nisiv.

T is proper in the firft place to {peak of the me-
thod of turning children in thofe cafes which
come under the firft diftinéion ; the management
of them being more eafy and fimple, as there is
only one objet which demands our care, that is,

to change the pofition of the child,
D2 When-
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Whenever there is a necedity of turning the
child, the patient is to be placed in the fame fitua-
tion as in a natural labour, upon her left fide, with
her knees drawn up, acrofs the bed, and as near
to the edge of it as poffible. There have been many
diffzrent direétions and opinions refpecting the ad-
vantagesofparticular fitvations, efpecially thatof turn-
in the patient upon her knees. But asour aim in the
choice or preference of thefe, is merely to obtain
the frec and convenient ufe of our own hands, the
pofition of the child remaining the fame, however
the woman may be placed, the common fituation
will generally be found the moft convenient. Yct as
that fitnation which fuits one praéitioner may be
awkward to another, and as in the courfe of the
operation changes may be expcdient, every pracii-
tioner muft make them when they appear ne-
ceffary 1o himfclf.

Though in the cafe we are now {uppofing, the
o5 uteri may be fully dilated, it is poffible that the
o5 externum may be in a rigid and contradted flate.
For the purpofc of dilating this, it will then be ne-
ceffary with the fingers of the right hand reduced
into a conical form, to a@ with a femirctatory mo-
tion and with fome degree of preffure upon the
fides and towards the periineum. ‘The artificial di-
latation of all parts thould be flowly made, and in

imitation of the manner in which they are naturally
dilated,
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dilated. We are not to be fatisfied with fuch a de-
gree of dilatation as will barely admit the hand into
the vagina, becaufe the contra&ion round the wrift
would be an hinderance in the fubfequent parts of
the operation.

When the hand is pafled through the os exter-
num, it muft be condued flowly to the os uteri,
which we prefume to be fully or fufficiently dilated:

If the membranes are unbroken, the hand may
then be conduéted into the aterus, and they will
be eafily ruptured by grafping them firmly, or by
perforating them with a finger. The hand muft
then be carried very deliberately along the fides,
the thighs and legs of the child, ull we come to the
feet. If both the feet thould be lying together,
we muft graflp them in our hands; but if they are
at a diftance from each other, we may commonly
deliver with one foot, without much additional
difficulty ; though, as in fome particular pofitions
we cannot always turn the child, if it be large, by
one foot, it is better to make it a general rule to
bring down both feet together.,

Before we begin to extra&, we muft examine
the limbs we hold, and be affured we do not mif-
take a hand fora foot. The feet being held firmly
in the hand, muft be brought with a waving motion
flowly into the pe/vis. While we are withdrawing
the hand, the waters of the ovam flow away, and

the
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the uterns being emptied by the evacuation of the
waters and the extradtion of the inferior extremi-
ties, we muft wait till it has contrated; and on
the acceffion of a pain, the feet muft be brought
lower, till they are at length clecared through the
os externum. ‘The operaticn may then, in one
fenfe, be fa'd to be compleated, that is, what was
originally a prefcr ation of the arm, is now be-
come that of the feet, which, confidered as pri-
‘mary, might have been left to the efforts of the
conftitution in-the manner before defcribed. But
as no perfon who had undergone the operation of
turning a child, with the expectation of « {j eedy
delivery, would have patience to wait for the ex-
pulfion of the child by the natural pains, 1t is in-
cumbent upon us to finith the delivery, though there
is no cccafion for turry; and violence would be
equally unn=ceflary and improeper.

In the firft place then, obferving the dire@ion of
the feet, and knowing if the toes of the child are to-
wards the abdomen of the mother, that this pofition
would be unfavourable when the head was to be
extracted, we muft gradually turn the body of the
child during its extra&ion, in fuch a manner that
the back of the child may be placed towards the
abdomen of the mother, before the head is brought
into the pelvis. It was before obferved, that this
rurn of the child has been defcribed with ufelefs

INtricacy,
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intricacy, and ‘na manner which can only ferve to
confufe the pradtitioner, who will reap all the ad-
vantage to be gained by any kind of turn, if he re-
members in general, that if the back of the child 18
to the abdomen of the mother, the head will pafs
more commodioufly than in any other direcion.
"The opinion of the neceffity of changing the pofi-
tion of the child at this time has been o ftrongly
inculcated and fo eagerly purfued, that I have
more than once feen it attempted with fuch. a de-
gree of force, as muft have deftroyed, or done
very great injury to the child, the operation being
evidently more dangerous than the evil it was in-
tended to remove. Nor is this the only calein
midwifery, in which the means recommended for
the purpofe of preferving the life of the child, are
utterly inconfiftent with its fafety.

When the heels or back part of the child are
turned towards the pubes, the feet wrapped vp in
a cloth are to be held firmly about the ancles, and
when the pains come on, we muft extract during
thicr continuance, in a ftraight dire&ion, or from
fide to fide, or from the pubes to the facrum ; taking
care that we do not by violence, or by too large a
fweep, run the rifque of hurting the child, or of
lacerating the external parts of the mother. In
the interval between the pains we muft reft, and
in this manner proceed, affifting the cfforts of the

‘mother
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mother only at the time of her making them, and
not rendering the delivery wholly artificial.  When
the breech of the child is arrived at and begins
to diftend the external parts, we muft proceed yet
mere flowly, giving time for their dilatation, fup-
porting and favouring any part which may be im-
moderately diftended, and guiding the child in a
proper direction, by turning it toward the pubes as
it advances. The breech being expelled, the funis
foon appears, and a fmall portion of it muft be
drawn out to prevent its being upon the ftretch.
Then wrapping a cloth over the body of the child,
which muft be held as clofe to the mother as it con-
veniently can, and calling for her voluntary exer-
tions, the child is to be fpeedily extralled in the
manner already defcribed.

When both the arms are brought down, it is of
fervice to fuffer the body of the child to reft upen
the left arm of the operator, his hand being fpread
under the breaft, with a finger turned back over
each thoulder. His right hand is to be laid in a
fimilar manner over the thoulders of the child,
and thefe pcfi .ons wi'l give him great advantage
in the extra&ion. But if the head fhould not de-
fcend, the operator with his thumbs condu@ed into
the vagina may prefs the head from the pubes to
the facrum; or pafs the fore-finger of his left-hand

into
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are made to recover its primitive fize and fitvation,
There is fecondly, the occafional or extraordinary
contraétion of the uterus, by which, whatcver i8
contained in its cavity, is ultimately ta be expelled,
which returns at intervals, and is fo conftantly at-
tended with pain, that the terms pain and ation
are ufed as fynonymous. ‘Thirdly, thereis an ir-
regular a&ion of the whole or fome part of the
uaterus, which is fometimes unfavourable to the ex-
pulfion of its contents, which produces effects ac-
cording to its peculiarity, and this is called {paf-
modic ; a general term, not wrefted from its com-
mon meaning, but appropriated to every kind of
irregular, morbid, or exceflive ation. Now the
difficulty and the danger whichattend the operation
of turning a child, proceed either from the extra-
ardinary or irregular aion of the uterus; and 1n
order to avoid thefe as much as poffible, it will be
proper to cftablifh it as a general rule, never to
attempt the operation when the patient has firong
pains,

The confternation of friends, and the fuffering
of the patient muft neceflarily raife a fufpicion in
her mind, that there is fomething unufual and
dreadful in her cafe; and the folicitude thence
arifing, will increafe the unavoidable inconvenien-
cics of her fituation. 'The prudent and fteady con-
du& of the praditioner, will on fuch occafions,

very
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By the examination of the child’s hand Which
prefents, we fhall be able to diftinguifh whether it
be the right or the left; and; which is of more con-
{equence, to difcover by its pofition, to which part
of the uterus the feet of the child are turned.
For unlefs the arm or body be unnaturally twifted,
the palm of the hand is always turned towards
the inferior extremities of the child:

It is in no cafe neceffary; or in any wife fervice-
able to feparate the arm of the child, previous to
the introdu@ion of the hand of the operator. In
fome cafes to which I have been called, in which
the arm had been feparated at the fhoulder; I'have
found it a great inconvenience ; there being much
difficulty in diftinguifhing between the lacerated
{kin of the child, and the parts appertaining to the
niother. The prefenting arm 1s never an impedi-
ment of any confequence inthe operation; and
therefore ought not to be regarded, or onany ac-:
count removed.

It fometimes happens that the introducion of
our hand is abfolutely prevented by the fhoulder
of the child, jammed at the fuperior aperture of
the pefvis. 1t will then be neceffary to pafs the fore-
finger and thumb of the right hand, in the form
of a crutch, in the armpit of the child, pufhing the
fhoulder towards the head and towards the fundus
of the uterus, firmly and ficadily maintaining the

advantage
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ﬂdvénfag& we gain as we proceed, till we have
raifed the body fufficiently to allow the admiffion
of the hand into the aterus.

When we begin to make our attempts to intro-
dunce the hand into the uterus; though the patient
might be in a compofed ftate, the irritation thereby
occafioned; will difturb her; and the extraordinary
action of the uterus be brought on,; which will be
indicated by the confequent pain.  During the
tontinvance of this acétion and pain, we muft not
proceed in our attempt, but wait till they ceafe;
laying our hand flattened in fuch a manner, that
no injury can be done by our efforts, or by the ac-
tion of the auterus nfclf; upon any inequalities of
the knuckles. When the a&ion of the uteras
ceafes, our attempts to introduce the hand muft
be renewed and fteadily continued till that aétion
returns, when we muft againreft: Thus proceed-
ing, thatis, alternately refting and a&ing; we fhall
by repeated and fometimes long continued efforts,
at length fafely accomplifh the purpofe of conduc-
ing the hand fo far.into the atefus, that we fhall be
able to lay hold of the feet of the child. In fome
cafes our attempts to introduce the hand are very
difcouraging, as we are fenfible of little or no pro-
grefs; but the hurry or violence are never to be
increafed on account of the greatnefs of the diffi-
eulty.  We muft perfevere, and be perfuaded that
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hand, till they arc brought through the external
orifice. Should there be much difficulty in the ope-
ration, after the feet are brought low into the va-
gina, we may conclude that it is occafioned by the
fixing of the body of the child acrofs the {fuperior
aperture of the pelvis. Toremove this impediment,
it will be neceflary to take the two ends of the noofe
in our right hand, and paffing the finger and thumb
of the left, in the form of a crutch, in the arm-pit
of the child, we muft extra& with our right hand,
and at fame time raife the body of the child with
the left, till the child is difengaged, and there is
{ufficient room for the entrance of the hips into the
pelvis. ‘There will then be no further difficulty,
and we muft deliver as was dire€ed under the Firlt
Order of Preternatural Labours.

£ .E.C. T I O=N Vi

N prefentations of the fuperior extremities, when
I the waters have been long difcharged, and the
fhoulder of the child is jammed at the fuperior aper-
ture of the pelvis, it was faid to be expedient and
neceffary, to pafs the finger and thumb in the fmn}
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of a crutch, in the arm- pit of the child, in order to
raife the body towards its head and towards the
Jundus of the uterus; till it was fufficiently moved
out of our way, to allow of the introduétion of the
hand into the uterus. Butin fome cafes, the thoulder
1s {o far advanced into the pe/vis, and the action
of the aterus is at the fame time {o firong, that it
13 impofible to raife or move the child, which is fo
ftrongly impelled by the pains, as to overcome all
the force we are able to exert. This impofiibility
of turning the child, has to the apprehenfion of all
writers and pra@itioners, left the woman without
any hope of relief. But in a cafe of this kind which
occurred to me abour twelve years ago, I was {0
fortunate as to obferve, though it was not in my
power to turn the child, that by the mere effect of
the ation of the uterus, an evolution took place,
and the child was expelled.

Of the firft teftimonies ¥ which prove the poffi-
bility of this evolution, which I have called fponta-
neous f, the public is already in pofleflion. The
eafes in which it has happened are now become {o

numerous,

¥ See the London Medical Journal, Vol. V. for 1785;
and the Journal de Medecin de Paris, pour Avril et Septem-
bre, 1785.

+ I ufed the word fpontaneous, though to fome it appeared
objetionable ; but I could not fix upon one better fuited to
explain my meaning. I only intended by it to fay, that the
feries of efte@s terminating in an evolution of the child were

wholly
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