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( 66 )

efpecially in fuch, as like this kind of mofs,
poflefs the advantages of a rapid growth, and
great tranfparency of texture. This is the
cafe with the armed polypi, which on account
of the miracles they are capable of performing,
have within thefe laft forty years been an objeét
of general furprife, and admiration. All the
known fpecies of this animal have a kind of
gelatinous body, which, whether it be of a
green, yellow or brown colour, &c. is ftill
fufficiently tranfparent to be capable of being
diftin&ly feen through, if a proper lens and
light be employed. Its texture is uniform,
and fimple, and fo homogenous, confifting en-
tirely of gelatinous points, which feem to be kept
together by a ftill thinner jelly, that nothing
feems concealed from or obfcured to the eye of
the obferver. Now, when this animal is about
to produce its young, 2 fwelling or tumefaction
takes place on a fingle fpot of its body; and
from this {fwelling there fhoots out firft the
cylindrical body, and then the tentacule of
the young polypus. Thefe are all of fo con
fiderable a fize as to be obferved with the
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or from putrefaltion having already begum,
lofe much of their uncommon elegance, which
otherwife render them objects of admiration.
I poflefs fome of thefe beautiful human feetufles
of the firft months of pregnancy, efpecially
thofe which I received from my dear friend
Mr. Biickner of Gothay, where in one of five
weeks old, and of the fize of a common bee,
all the features of the face, every finger com-
plete, every toe, and the organs of generation
were to be diftinctly feen.

Now this early ativity of the Formative
Nifus, is by no means confined to the external
form of the embryo, but is {till more remark-
able in the internal ftru€ture. I have often
been aftonithed at the early perfection of the
vicera, which I have difcovered in diffeting
recent human embryos of the firft months,
Thus, merely to mention one circumftance
in its head, which was hardly larger than a
pea, the whole cartilaginous bafis cranii, with
all its depreflions, apertures, and procefles,
were marked in the moft fharp and diftinct

manner,






(7% )
¢ontinues even after birth, is proved by the
remarkable eafe with which reproduétion takes
place in very young animals, efpecially thofe
of the lizard kind, as in the common newt.

I1. The Formative Nifus is much more
aftive in the embryos of mameliay than in
thofe of oviparous animals.

In the chick for inftance, the firft ap-
pearance of the ribs is obferved one hundred
and twenty-nine hours after impregnation.
This period is equal to the nineteenth week
of geftation in the human fpecies. But I
have in my poffeflion, human feetufles, which
are not more than fix weeks old, and yet in
which, the cartilaginous rudiments of the
ribs are to be diftinétly difcovered. It would
appear as if nature made greater hafte with
the formation of viviparous animals, to fecure-
them againft deformity, from acccidental
caufes, fuch as preflure, external violence,.
&ec. from which caufes all oviparous animals

are defended by their fhell, .
111, In
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