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2 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

hundred ; one of them always aéting as centinel, to give
notice of approaching danger: This he does by a kind of
{norting noife, upon which they all fly off with aftonifh-
ing rapidity. The wild Horfes of Arabia are efteemed
the moft beautiful in the world: They are of a brown
colour, their mane and tail of black tufted hair, very
fhort ; they are fmaller than the tame ones, are very ac-
tive, and of great fwiftnefs. The moft ufual method of
taking them is by fnares or pits formed in the fand.—
It is probable there were once wild Horfes in Europe,
which have long fince been brought under fubjetion.—
Thofe found in America were originally of the Spanifth
breed, fent thither upon its firft difcovery, which have
fince become wild, and fpread themfelves over various
parts of that vaft continent. They are generally {mall,
not exceeding fourteen hands high ; with thick heads, and
clumfy joints: Their ears and necks are longer than thofe
of the Englifh Horfes. They are eafily tamed; and if
by accident they fhould regain their liberty, they feldom
become wild again, but know their mafter, and may be
eafily caught by him, -

At the age of two years,® the Horfe is in a condition
to propagate.—The mare is generally in feafon from the

* There are various ways of judging of the age of a Horfe,
The following are the moft general :—The eye-pits of old Horfes
are commonly hollow ; but that mark is equivocal, young Horles,
begot by old flalhions, Having them alfo hollow.—The teeth afford
the beft criterion of the age of Horfes. The Horfe has, in all,
forty teeth ; viz. twenty-four grinders, four canine teeth or tufks,
and twelve fore-teeth: Mares have either no tufks, or very fhort
ones. Five days after bivth, the four teeth in front begin to fhoot 2
Thefe are called nippers, and are calt at the age of two years and
a half: They are foon rencwed : And the next year, he again
calts two above, and two below,— one on each fide of the nippers,
At four years and a half, other four fall out, next thofe laft pla-
ced : Thefe laft four foal teeth are fucceeded by other four, which
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latter end of March till the beginning of June; but her
chief ardour for the Horfe continues only fifteen or twen-
ty days. She goes with young eleven months and fome
days; continues to breed till the age of fixteen or eigh-
teen years; and lives, on an average, between twenty and
thirty years.

Although the Horfe is endowed with vaft ftrength and
powers, he feldom exerts either to the prejudice of his
mafter: On the contrary, he fhares with him in his la-
bours, and feems to participate in his pleafures ; generous
and perfevering, he gives up his whole powers to the fer-
vice of his mafter; though bold and intrepid, he reprefles
the natural vivacity and fire of his temper, and not only
yields to the hand, but feems to confult the inclination,
of his rider. .

But it muft continue to be matter of regret to every
feeling mind, that thefe excellent qualities thould be often
fhamefully abufed in the moft unneceflary exertions; and
the honeft labours of this noble animal thrown away in
the ungrateful tafk of accomplifhing the purpofes of un-
feeling folly, or lavithed in gratifying the expeations of
an intemperate moment.

grow much more {lowly than the Brft eight: And it is from
thefe lalt four corner teeth, that the age of a horfe is diftinguifh-
ed : They are fomewhat hollow in the middle, and have a black
mark in the cavitics. At five years, thefe teeth fearcely rife above
the gums; at fix, their cavities begin to fill up, and turn to a
brownifh fpot, like the eye of a garden bean; and before eight
vears, the mark generally difappears.—The tufks alfo indicate the
age of a Horfe. Thofein the under jaw generally thoot at the
age of three years and a half; and the two in the upper jaw at
four: Till fix, they continue fharp at the points ; but at ten, they
appear long and blunted,—Thefe are the general rules for afcer-
taining the age of a Horfe ; but there are frequent exceptions, as
fome Herfes retain the mark two or three years longer.

Az
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THE ARABIAN HORSE.

Taere is fcarcely an Arabian, how poor foever in
other refpets, but is poflefled of his Horfe, which he
confiders as an invaluable treafure. Having no other
dwelling but a tent, the Arabian and his Horfe live upon
the molt equal terms: His wife and family, his mare and
her foal, generally lie indifcriminately together ; whilft
the little children frequently climb without fear upon the
body of the inoffenfive animal, which permits them to
play with and carefs it without injury. The Arabs ne-
ver beat their Horfes; they fpeak to, and feem to hold
friendly intercourfe with them; they never whip them ;
and feldom, but in cafes of neceflity, make ufe of the
fpur. Their agility in leaping is wonderful; and if the
rider happen to fall, they are fo tractable as to ftand ftill
in the midft of the moft rapid career.—The Arabian Hor-
fes, in general lefs than the Race-Horfes of this country,
are ealy and graceful in their motions, and rather inclined
to leannefs.—It is worthy of remark, that, inftead of
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crofling the breed, the Arabs take every precaution to
keep it pure and unmixed : They preferve, with the great-
eft care and for an amazing length of time, the genea-
logies of their Horfes ; thofe of the firft kind are called
Nobles, being ¢« of a pure and ancient race, purer than
milk.” They have likewife two other kinds, which, hay-
ing been degraded by common alliances, fell at inferior
prices.

From Arabia, the race of Horfes has probably extend-
ed into Barbary and other parts of Africa; thofe being
confidered as next to the Arabian Horfes in fwiftnefs and
beauty, though they are fomewhat fmaller.

r—————

The Spanifb Genette is held in great eftimation: Like
the former, it is fmall, but beautiful, and extremely fwift,

The Horfes of India and many parts of China are ex-
tremely fmall and vicious. One of thefe was fome years
ago brought into this country as a prefent to the queen,
which was very little larger than fome maftiffs, meafurs.
ing only nine hands in height.
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THE RACE-HORSE.

In Great-Britain the breed of Horfes feems to be as
mixed as that of its inhabitants.—By great attention to
the improvement of this noble animal, by a judicious
mixture of feveral kinds, and by fuperior fkill in manage-
ment, the Englith Race-Horfe* is allowed to excel thofe

* The following account of the prizes won by fome of our ca-
pital Race-Horfes, will fhew the importance of that breed in Eng-
land, where fuch valt fums frequently depend on the iffue of their
cnntcﬁ:s —

Bay MavTon, (by Sampfon) the property of the late Marquis
of Rockingham, in feven prizes won the amazing fum of 5,900l.
At York, he ran four miles in feven minutes and forty-three and
an half ftcunds, which was feven and an half feconds lefs time
than it was ever done before over the fame courfe.

CHiLDERS, (well known by the name of Flying Childers) the
property of the Duke of Devonthire, was allowed by fpgrtimen to
be the fleeteft Horfe that ever was bred in the world : He ftarted
repeatedly at Newmarket againft the belt Horfes of his time, and
was never beaten: He won, in different prizes, to the amount of
nearly 2o0ccl.; and was afterwards referved as a ftallion.—~The
fire of Childers was an Arabian, fent by a gentleman as a prefent
to his brother in England.

DorimanT, a famous Horfe belonging to Lord Offory, wan
prizes to the great amount of ¥3,3630.
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THE HUNTER

Is a happy combination of the Race-Horfe with others of
fuperior ftrength, but inferior in {wiftnefs; and may be
confidergd as the moft ufeful breed of Horfes in Europe.
Their fpirit and allivity in the field are well known, and
can only be equalled by the perfeverance with which they
endure the much more fevere labour of pofting on the
road, which is now cairied on by this adtive and hardy
race, with a celerity unknown at any former period.

Geldings of this kind are fent over to the continent in
great numbers: Their fuperior worth is univerfally ac-
knowledged abroad ; and they are fold at very high prices
to foreigners of the firft diftinétion,

The mixture of this with others of inferior rank forms
an endlefs variety, the different gradations becoming toa
minute ta be difcriminated.
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THE OLD ENGLISH ROAD-HORSE

Is a ftrong, vigorous, and alive kind, capable of en-
during great hardfhip ; its ftature rather low, {eldom ex-
ceeding fifteen hands; the body round and compact, its
limbs ftrong, and its head thick.

Although this breed has of late years been neglet-
ed, and almoft totally fuperfeded by Horfes of another
kind, more nearly related to the Race-Horfe, where the
fathion of figure feems to have been preferred to utility,
we cannot help congratulating our afociated country-
men®* on their fpirited exertions towards public improve-
ment, in which nothing of excellency in the various kinds
of domeftic animals is fuffered to efcape their vigilance,
and this kind is again likely to be brought into notice.
A mare of this breed, in the poffeffion of Arthur Mow-
bray, Efq. of Sherburn, appears to us to poflefs all the
valuable properties attributed to the old Road-Horfe.

* Agricultural Socicties,
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THE BLACK HORSE.

No other country has produced a breed of Horfes equal
in fize and ftrength to the larger kind of our draught
Herfes. The cavalry of England formerly confifted of
this clafs of Horfes; but their inutility being experienced
in moft fituations, others of a lighter and more ative kind
have been generally fubftituted, except in a few regiments.
The fens of Lincolnfhire produce a larger breed than any
other part of the kingdom. In London, there have been
mftances where a fingle Horfe of that kind has drawn,
for a fmall fpace, the enormous weight of three tons, half
of which is known to be their ordinary draught.

Confiderable improvements have of late years been
made in this kind of Horfes, by Mr Bakewell of Difhley,
and others; who, by great ingenuity and attention, have
acquired fuch celebrity, that they frequently fell ftallions
of their refpeftive breeds for two hundred guineas; or,
what is a more general praftice, let them to hire by the
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felves to the legions of Julius Caefar, on his landing in
this country; yet that celebrated warrior himfelf bearg
teftimony to their aétivity and difcipline,

The Ponies of Wales, and thofe brought out of the
Highlands of Scotland, feem to be original and unmixed,
They are both much efteemed for the neatnefs and beauty
of their forms, for the nimblenefs of their motions, and,
above all, for being remarkably fure-footed in the moft
difficult roads, which renders them extremely valuable in
the mountainous tradls to which they originally belong,
—Thofe brought from Shetland are the fmalleft of the
genus, being in general much lefs than the Afs.
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THE COMMON CART-HORSE

Is inferior to the Black Horfe both in fize and ftrength :
His form is heavy, his motions flow, and his afpect with-
out fprightlinefs : He is neverthelefs extremely ufeful, and

is employed in the bufinefs of agriculture and other do-
meflic concerns.
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THE IMPROVED CART-HORSE.

Ir will be gratifying to moft of our readers to know
that the fpirit of improvement has extended itfelf greatly
to this ufeful breed; and, to the advantages of ftrength
and docility, has added thofe of form, aétivity, and vigour.
—George Baker, Efq. of Elemore, in the county of Dur-
ham, has a remarkably fine Horfe of this kind, from which
this figure was drawn.

Till of late years, Pack-Horfes were Emplbyed, in the
northern counties of England, to carry the different ma-
nufactures and articles of traffic from one part of the
kingdom to another ; but the improved ftate of our roads
has caufed that mode of conveyance to be almoft entirely
laid afide. In their journies over tracklefs moors, they
{trictly adhere to the line of order and regularity cuftom
has taught them to obferve : The leading Horfe, which is
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always chofen for his fagacity and fteadinefs, being fur-
nifhed with bells, giw:shnutice to the reft, who follow the
found, and generally without much deviation, though
fometimes at a confiderable diftance. The following anec-
dote will fhew with what obitinate perfeverance they have
been known to obferve the line of their order :—Some
years ago, one of thefe Horfes, which had been long ac-
cuftomed to follow his leader, by accident or fatigue, was
thrown into an inferior rank : The poor animal, as if fen-
fible of his difgrace, by the moft ftrenuous exertions, at
length recovered his ufual ftation, which he maintained
during the remainder of the journey ; but, on his arrival
in the inn-yard, he dropped down dead upon the {pot, his
life falling a facrifice to his ambition,—a {pecies of he-
roifm we muft admire even in the brute creation.
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THE MULE.

Tais ufeful and hardy animal is the offspring of the
Horfe and the Afs, and being generally barren, furnifhes
an indifputable proof that the two fpecies are perfeétly
diftinét. Nature has providently flopped the further pro-
pagation of thefe heterogeneous productions, to preferve,
uncontaminated, the form of each animal ; without which
regulation, the races would in a fhort time be mixed with
each other, and every creature, lofing its original perfec-
tion, would rapidly degenerate. :

Mules have not unfrequently been known to bring
forth young, efpecially in hot countries; and inftances
have not been wanting, though they are rare, both in
England and Scotland.  But it would require a fucceffion
of experiments to prove that Mules will breed with each
other, and produce an offspring equally capable of conti-
nuing the race. ,

The common Mule is very healthy, and will live above
thirty years. It is found very ferviceable in carrying
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burthens, particularly in mountainous and ftony places,
where Horfes are not fo fure-footed.—~The fize and
ftrength of our breed have lately been much improved
by the importation of Spanith Male-Afles; and it were
much to be wifhed, that the ufeful qualities of this ani-
mal were more attended to: For, by proper care in its
breaking, its natural obftinacy would in a great meafure
be correted; and it might be formed with fuccefs for
the faddle, the draught, or the burthen.

People of the firft quality in Spain are drawn by
Mules, where fifty or fixty guineas is no uncommon
price for one of them; nor is it furprizing, when we
confider how far they excel the Horfe in travelling in a
mountainous country, the Mule being able to tread fe-
curely where the former c¢an hardly ftand.—Their man-
ner of going down the precipices of the Alps, the Andes,
&e. 1s very extraordinary ; and with it we will conclude
their hiftory. 1In thefe paffages, on one fide, are fteep
eminences, and, on the other, frightful abyfles; and, as
they generally follow the direction of the mountain, the
road, inftead of lying in a level, forms, at every little
diftance, deep declivitics of feveral hundred yards down-
ward. Thefe can only be defcended by Mules; and the
animal itfelf {eems fenfible of the danger, and the cau-
tion that is to be ufed in fuch defcents. When they
come to the edge of one of thefe precipices, they ftop
without being checked by the rider; and if he inadver-
tently attempt to fpur them on, they continue immove-
able. They feem all this time ruminating on the danger
that lies before them, and preparing themfelves for the
encounter.  They not only étmnﬁ?nﬂ}' view the road,

B
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but tremble and fnort at the danger. Having prepared
for the defcent, they place their fore feet in a pofture, as
if they were flopping themfelves; they then alfo put
their hind feet together, but a little forward, as if they
were going to lie down. In this attitude, having taken
as it were a furvey of the road, they flide down with the
{wiftnefs of a meteor. In the mean time, all the rider
has to do is to keep himfelf fat on the faddle without
checking the rein, for the leaft motion is fufficient to
diforder the equilibrium of the Mule; in which cafe they
both unavoidably perith. But their addrefs in this rapid
defcent is truly wonderful; for in their fwifteft motion,
when they feem to have loft all government of them-
felves, they follow exaclly the different windings of the
road, as if they had previoully fettled in their minds the
route they were to follow, and taken every precaution for
their fafety. In this journey, the natives place them-
felves along the fides of the mountains 5 and, holding by
the roots of the trees, animate the beafts with fhouts,
and encourage them to perfevere. Some Mules, after
being long ufed to thefe journies, acquire a kind of repu-
tation for their fafety and {kill; and their value rifes in
proportion to their fame. ;
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THE ASS.
(Equus Afinus, Lin.—».ﬂ.’.efﬂf, Buil.)

THE Afs, it is probable, was originally a native of
Arabia and other parts of the Eaft : The deferts of Ly-
bia and Numidia, and many parts of the Archipelago,
contain vaft herds of wild Affes, which run with fuch
amazing f{wifinefs, that even the fleeteft Horfes of the
country can hardly overtake them. They are chiefly
caught by the natives on account of their fleth, which
is caten by them, and confidered as a delicious repaft,
The flefh of the common or tame Afs is however drier,
more tough, and difagreeable thian that of the Horfe ;
Galen fays, it is even unwholefome : * Its milk, on the
contrary, is an appmﬁd remedy for certain diforders.

The Afs, like the Horfe, was originally imported into
America by the Spaniards, where it has run wild, and
become extremely numerous.  Ulloa informs us that, in
the kingdom of Quito, they hunt them in the following

e R 14 :
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manner :—A number of perfons on horfeback, attended
by Indians on foot, form a large civcle in order to drive
them into a narrow compafs, where at full fpeed they
throw a noofe over them, and having fecured them with
fetters, leaye them till the chace is over, which frequent
Iy lafts for feveral days.

A warm climate is moft favourable to the growth of
this animal : 'The Afs produced in this country is much
inferior in fize and beauty to thofe of Spain and other
warm countries : In Guinea, they are larger and more
beautiful than even their Horfes: In Perfia, they have
two kinds,—the one flow and heavy, which is made ufe
of for carrying burthens; the other nimble, fmooth, and
ftately, ufed chiefly for the faddle,

Holingfhed informs us, that, in the reign of queen
Elizabeth, there were no Aflfes in this country: How
foon after they might be introduced, is uncertain. How-
ever, they are at prefent naturalized in this kingdom,
where their utility becomes daily more univerfally ex-
perienced.

The qualities of this animal are fo well known, as to
need no defcription: His gentlenefs, patience, and per-
feverance, are without example: He is temperate with
regard to food, and eats contentedly the coarfeft and moft
neglected herbage: If he give the preference to any ve-
getable, it is to the plantain, for which he will negle
every other herb in the pafture. In his water he is fingu-
larly nice, drinking only from the cleareft brooks. He is
fo much afraid of wetting his feet, that, even when load-
en, he will turn afide, to avoid the dirty parts of the road.

He is ftronger, in proportion to his fize, than the
Horfe; but more fluggith, ftubborn, and untraétable.
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He is hardier than the Horfe ; and, of all other quadru-
peds, is leaft infefted with fice or other vermin; proba-
bly owing to the extreme hardnefs and drynefs of his
fkin. For the fame reafon, perhaps, he is lefs fenfitive
of the goads of the whip, or the ftinging of flies.

He is three or four years in coming to perfection ; and
lives to the age of twenty, or fometimes twenty-five
years. He fleeps much lefs than the Horfe, and never
lies down for that purpofe but when he is much fa-
tigued. The She-Afs goes eleven months with young,
and feldom produces more than one at a time.

The fervices of this ufeful creature are too often re-
paid by hard fare and cruel ufage; and being generally
the property of the poor, it partakes of their wants and
their diftreffes: Whereas, by due cultivation and care in
its education, the Afs might be ufefully and profitably
employed in a variety of domeftic purpofes, and in many
cafes fupply the place of the Horfe, to which only it is
fecond, though generally degraded into the moft ufelefs
and negleéted of domeftic quadrupeds.
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THE ZEBRA.

(Equus Zebra, Lin—Le Zebre, Buff.)

Many authors have miftaken the Zcbra for a wild
Afs; it is the moft beautiful, as well as the wildeft, moft
timid, and untameable animal in nature. It is larger
than the Afs, and rather refembles the Mule in fhape :
Its head is large ; its ears long; its legs beautifully {fmall,
and well placed; and its body well formed, round, and
flethy: But the beauty of its fhape is greatly heightened
by the glofly fmoothnefs of its fkin, and the amazing re-
gularity and elegance of its colours, which in fome are
. white and brown, and in others white and black, ranged
in alternate ftripes over the whole body, in a ftile fo beau-
tiful and ornamental, that it would at firft fight feem ra-
ther the effect of art, than the genuine produétion of na-
turc: The head is flriped with fine bands of black and
white, which form a center in the forehead; the neck is
adorned with firipes of the fame colour running round
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it; the body is beautifully variegated with bands running
acrofs the back, and ending in points at the belly; its
thighs, its legs, its ears, and even its tail, are all beauti-
ﬂllly ftreaked in the fame manner.

The Zebra inhabits the fouthern parts of Africa, where
whole herds are {een feeding in thofe extenfive plains that
lie towards the Cape of Good Hope. However, their
watchfulnefs is fuch, that they will fuffer nothing to
come near them; and their fwiftnefs fo great, that they
ealily leave their purfuers far behind.

Such is the beauty of this creature, that it feems by
nature fitted to gratify the pride, and formed for the fer-
vice of man; and it is moft probable, that time and afli-
duity alone are wanting to bring it under fubjection. As
it refembles the Horfe in regard to -its form, as well as
manner of living, there can be little doubt but it poflefles
a fimilitude of nature, and only requires the efforts of an
induftrious and fkilful nation, to be added to the number
of our ufeful dependents. Neverthelefs, its liberty has
hitherto remained uncontrouled, and its natural fierce-
nefs has as yet refifted every attempt to fubdue it: Thofe
that have been brought to this country, have difcovered a
degree of vicioufnefs that rendered it unfafe to approach
them too familiarly ; but it is by no means to be conclu=
ded from hence, that they are untameable. They have
continued to be wild, becauie they are natives of a coun-
try where the wretched inhabitants have no other idea of
advantage from the animal creation than as they are good
for food, paying more regard to that which affords the
moft . delicious repaft, than to delicacy of colouring, er
beauty of conformation.

B4
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RUMINATING ANIMALS.

THE various animals of this kind are entirely confined
to grain and herbage for their nourifhment and fupport ;
it is therefore neceflary that they fhould be enabled to
receive a large quantity into the ftomach, as well as to
retain it a confiderable time before it be reduced to pro-
per chyle: For this purpofe, their inteftines are remark-
ably long and capacious, and formed into a variety of
foldings. They are furnifhed with no lefs than four fto-
machs. The food, after maftication, is thrown into the
firft ftomach, where it remains fome time; after which,
it is forced up again into the mouth, and undergoes a fe-
cond chewing: It is then fent dire@ly into the fecond
ftomach, and gradually pafles into the third and fourth ;
from whence it is tranfmitted through the convolutions of
the inteftines, By this conformation, ruminating animals
are enabled to devour large quantities of vegetable ali-
ment, to retain it long in their bowels, and confequently
extract from it a quantity of nutritious matter fufficient
for their growth and fupport.

The great obligations we are under to thofe of this
clafs, render them objects of the higheft importance to
us. We are nourithed with their milk, we are fupported
by their flefh, and we are cloathed and warmed with
their fleeces: Their harmlefsnefs and innocence endear
them to us, and claim from us that protection which
their natures feem to require; and, in return, they fup-
ply us with the neceffaries and comforts of life.
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THE OX KIND.
(Bos Taurus, Lin.~Le Taurean, Buff.)

Or all quadrupeds, the Cow feems moft extenfively
propagated : It is equally capable of enduring the rigours
of heat and cold; and is an inhabitant of the frozen, as
well as the moft fcorching climates. Other animals pre-
ferve their nature or their form with inflexible perfeve~
rance; but thefe, in every refped, fuit themfelves to the
wants and conveniencies of mankind. In no animal is
there to be met with a greater varicty of kinds; and in
none, a more humble and pliant difpofition.

The climate and paftures of Great-Britain are well
adapted to the nature of this animal; and we are indebt-
ed to the variety and abundance of our wholefome vege-
tables, for the number and excellence of our cattle, which
range over our hills, and enliven our plains—a fource of
inexhauftible wealth—the pride and boaft of this happy
Country.

Being deftitute of the upper fore teeth, the Cow pre-
fers the high and rich grafs in paftures, to the fhort and
more delicate herbage generally feleGted by the Horfe.
For this reafon, in our Englifh paftures, where the grafs
is rather high and flourithing, than fucculent and nutri-
tious, the Cow thrives admirably ; and there is no part of
Europe in which this animal grows larger, yields more
milk, or fattens fooner.

It has often been remarked, that the Horfe and Sheep
impoverifh the foil on which they graze ; whillt the pai-
ture where the Cow is fed, acquires a finer furface, and
every year becomes more level and beautiful : The Horfe
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felects the grafs that is moft delicate and tender; and,
being furnifhed with fore teeth on each jaw, nips it clofe,
and frequently pulls it up by the roots, thereby prevent-
ing its future growth and propagation: The Sheep alfo,
though formed like the Cow with refpeét to its teeth, on-
ly bites the moft fucculent parts of the herbage.

- The age of a Cow is known by its horns: At the age
of four years, a ring is formed at their roots; and every
fucceeding year, another ring is added. Thus, by allow-
ing three years before their appearance, and then reckon-
mg the number of rings, the creature’s age may be ex-
~atly known.

The quantity of milk given by Cows is very various :
Some will yield only about fix quarts in one day while
others give from ten to fifteen, and fometimes even twen-
ty. The richnefs of the pafture contributes not a little
to its increafe. 'There have been inftances of Cows giv-
ing upwards of thirty quarts of milk in one day. In fuch
cafes, there is a neceflity for milking them thrice.—From
the milk of fome Cows, twelve or fourteen pounds of
butter are made in a wecek.

It has been advanced by fome naturalifts, as a general
principle, that neither animals, nor parts of animals, ap-
pear to be primarily intended for the ufe of man; but
are only capable of a fecondary application to his pur-
pofes: Yet it muft be allowed that, in many inftances,
what they term the. fecondary ufe, is fo manifeft and im-
portant, that it cannot, with propriety, be fuppofed to
be excluded from the original defign of the all-wife Cre-
ator: And it muft be allowed that the Cow, in its fa-
eulty of giving, in fuch abundance and with fo much
eafe, its milk, which forms fo rich and nutritive an ali-
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It is a curious fat, that when a Cow happens to bring
forth two calves,—one of them a male, the other a fe-
male,—the former is a perfect animal, but the latter is in-
capable of propagation, and is well known to farmers un-
dér the denomination of a Free Martin, It refembles
the Ox, or fpayed Heifer, in figure ; and is confiderably
larger than the Cow. It is fometimes preferved by the
farmer, for the purpofe of yoking with the Oxen, or
fattening for the table.—Mr FHunter obferves, that the
fleth of the Free Martin, like that of the Ox, is much
finer in the fibre than either the Bull or Cow. It is fup-
pofed to exceed that of the Heifer in delicacy of flavour,
and bears a2 higher price at market.

By great induftry and attention to their breed, and by
judicious mixtures with thofe of other countries, our
horned cattle arc univerfally allowed to be the fineft in
Europe ; although fuch as are purely Britith are inferior
in fize to thofe on many parts of the continent,
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THE HOLSTEIN, OR DUTCH BREED,

Has been introduced with great fuccefs, and is now the
prevailing ftock in all the counties on tlie eaftern coaft of
this kingdom.—In good paftures, cattle of this kind grow
to a great fize®; and the Cows yield a greater abun-

dance of milk than thofe of almoft any other kind.
* An Ox, fed by Mr Edward Hall, of Whitley in Northum-

berland, and killed in March, r789, when feven years old, mea-
fured, from the head to the rump, nine feet eight inches and au
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THE IMPROVED HOLSTEIN, OR DUTCH
BREED.

Tue rapid improvements which have taken place in
this and other kinds, form an interefting fubject of en-
quiry, of which the limits of our work will only allow us

half; the height, at the fhoulder, was five feet ten inches; and

it weighed, without the offal, one hundred and eighty-feven ftone

five pounds—fourteen pounds to the flone. ' $
L]
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to give the outlines. We fhall however notice the ge-
neral principles which have been laid down, and fteadily
adhered to, in the improvement of the feveral breeds of
cattle ; and which have been fo fuccefsfully brought into
practice. The firft, and moft obvious, is beauty of form,
—a principle which has been in common applied to every
fpecies of domeftic cattle; and, with great feeming pro-
priety, was fuppofed to form the bafis of every kind of
improvement; under an idea, that beauty of form and
utility were infeparable. But at prefent, a diftinction is
made, by men who have been long converfant in practice,
between a ufeful fort and a fort that is merely handfome.
Utility of form is therefore the next general principle,
and may be confidered as arifing from a larger proportion
of thofe parts which are the ‘moft ufeful: Thus, for in-
ftance, all thofe parts which are deemed gffal, or which
bear an inferior price, fhould be fmall in proportion to
the better parts. A third principle of improvement, laid
down by breeders, confiits in the finenefs of the mufcular
parts, or what is termed flgh. But the great objeét
which engroffes the attention of breeders at prefent, is
the fattening quality, or a natural propenfity in cattle to ar-
rive at a ftate of fatnefs at an early age, and in a fthort
fpace of time: And it appears, from obfervation, that
beauty and utility of form, the quality of the flefh, and
its propenfify to fatnefs, are principles_confiftent with
each other, are frequently found united in the fame indi-
vidual, and hereditary in particular lines or familics of
cattle.—In regard to the means of improvement, it has
long been an eftablihed maxim, that, to improve the
breed, it is neceffary to crofs it with others of an alien
ftock, under an opinion, that, continuing to breed from
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the fame line, weakens the ftock. This idea, however
rooted it may have been in the minds of former praéti-
tioners, is now entirely fet afide by the modern practice
of breeding, not from the fame line only, but from the
fame family: The fire and the daughter, the fon and the
mother, the brother and fifter, are now permitted to im-
prove their own kind. This practice is well known un-
der the term of breeding, in-and-in; and, in this way,
the improvement of the feveral breeds has advanced ra-
pidly to a height unknown before in any age or nation.
The praékice of letting out Bulls by the feafon has con-
tributed very materially towards the improvement of this
valuable breed ; as, by this means, one Bull, inftead of
being ufeful to his proprietor only, may, in a few years,
extend the benefits of his ftock through a whole diftriét ;
and fo fully are the ftock-mafters convinced of its ad-
vantages, that eighty guineas have been given for the ufe
of a Bull for one feafon. Some Bulls are in fuch efti-
mation, as to leap at the extraordinary price of five gui-
neas a Cow: And it is, perhaps, a circumflance worth
mentioning, that Mr Fowler, of Rollright, in Oxford-
fhire, in 1789, for ten Bull calves, refufed five hundred
guineas.®
* This valuable ftock was fold off in March, r591, at the fol-

lowing enormous prices, viz. :

Garrick, a five-year old bull, 205 guineas.

Sultan, two years old, 212

Waihington, two vears old, 203

Young Sultan, a ycarling bull, 2co

Two vearling bulls, 245

Brindled Beauty, a cow, 260

Walhiogton’s mother, in calf 185
Some of the Rams {uld as high as 6e
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THE LONG-HORNED, OR LANCASHIRE
BREED,

Is common in Lancafhire, Weltmorland, and Cumber-
land, and fome of the neighbouring counties 3 and, not-
withftanding the changes which have taken place by the
mtroduction of foreign kinds, there is reafon to believe
that this, for a confiderable time at leaft, has been the
prevailing ftock of the kingdom at large. L

Mr Marfhall, in his excellent treatife on the ¢« Eco-
nomy of the Midland Counties,” obferves, that, from
this kind the prefent improved breed of cattle in Lei-
cefterfhire is traceable, by the moft indifputable evi-
dence. From Bulls brought out of Weftmorland and
Lancafhire, and Cows from the banks of the Trent, the
celebrated Canley breed, the property of Nr Webliter, de-
rived its origin ; and about fifty years ago it was efteem-

C
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ed the moft valuable at that time in the kingdom. From
this breed, the late Mr Bakewell obtained the fource
of his fuperior ftock of cattle; and feveral other eminent
breeders are alfo indebted to the fame origin for the ce-
lebrity they have fince attained.

Great improvements have of late years heen made in
the o/d Lancafbire kind, both in fize and beauty.—Craven,
in Yorkfhire, has long been celebrated for a fuperior va-
riety of the long-horned kind: And from thence the
graziers of Weftmorland and Lancafhire purchafed the
flower of their Heifers ; which, by crofling with the ori-
ginal ftock of thofe counties, have produced a breed,
which is now had recourfe to, for the improvement of
this kind of cattle, in every part of the kingdom.—Some
of the Bulls are extremely large. Their horns are not
long, but beautifully turned ; their hair fhort and {mooth;
their crefts rife extremely high; their chefls are let down
to their knees ; their bodies are long, and in the form of
a perfect cylinder. '
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THE LANCASHIRE OX,

Tre Cows and Oxen are fmaller. Theiy horns are
long and fmall, very fmooth ; and their colour, in gene-
ral, approaches to yellow : Their hair is beautifully curl-
ed; and their whole form extremely handfome—The
Ozxen frequently grow to a confiderable fize, are very
active, and confequently ufeful in the draught. They
are well fuited to a cold climate, and grow fat on indif-
ferent paftures.

In Scotland there are two kinds, which differ greatly
from each other, as well as from all thofe in the fouthern
parts of this ifland.

Thofe of the county of Galloway are without horns,
and gererally of a reddifh-brown colour, mixed with
black. Large droves of thefe are yearly brought into the
fouthern parts of this kingdom, where they foon greatly
improve.



36 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

THE KYLOE OX.

Tre Highland cattle, and thofe bred in the Weftern
Iflands, are very fmall, and partake much of the wildnefs
of the country in which they are bred. They are moftly
black, with fine white horns, very fharp, and black at the
points 3 their hair is thick and furry. Great numbers of
thefe are likewife fold into England at the great northern
fairs. They are greatly efteemed for the finenefs and
fweetnefls of their beef, as well as for the facility with
which they acquire a confiderable degree of fatnefs, even
with moderate feeding.

Although the Oxen of this breed, when fed in the or-
dinary way, do not exceed forty ftone the four quarters,
one of them, fed by Mr Spearman of Rothley Park, in
Northumberland, weighed, when killed in 1790, at the
age of fix years, eighty-one ftone.

In Great-Britain the Ox s the only horned animal
that will apply his ftrength to the fervice of mankind ;
and, in general, is more profitable than the Horfe for
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WILD CATTLE.

Trere was formerly a very fingular fpecies of wild
cattle in this country, which is now nearly extiné., Nu-
merous herds of them were kept in {everal parks in Eng-
land and Scotiand ; but they have been deftroyed by va-
rious means : And the only breeds now remaining in the
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kingdom, are in the park at Chillingham-caitle, in Nor-
thumberland ; at Wollaten, in Nottinghamfhire, the feat
of Lord Middleton ; at Gifburne, in Craven, Yorkthire 3
at Lime-hall, in Chethire ; and at Chartley, in Stafford-
thire. _

The principal external appearances which diftinguifh
this breed of cattle from all others, are the following :—
Their colour is invariably white; muzzles black ; the
whole of the infide of the ear, and about one-third of the
outfide, from the tip downwards, red*; horns white,
with black tips, very fine, and bent upwards : Some of
the Bulls haye a thin upright mane, about an inch and an
half, or two inches long,

At the firft appearance of any perfon they fet off in
full gallop, and, at the diftance of two or three hundred
yards, make a wheel round, and come boldly up again,
tofling their heads in a menacing manner : On a fudden
they make a full ftop, at the diftance of forty or fifty
yards, looking wildly at the objet of their furprife ; but,
upon the leaft motion being made, they all again turn
round, and fly off with equal fpeed, but not to the fame
diftance : Forming a fhorter circle, and again returning
with a bolder and more threatening afpet than before,
they approach much nearer, probably within thirty yards;

* About twenty years fince, there were a few, at Chillingham,
with BLACK Ears. but the prefent park-keeper defiroyed them ;
—fince which period there has not been one with black ears.—
The ears and nofes of all thofe at Wollaton are BLAck.—At Gil-
burne there are fome perfectly wuiTe, except the infide of their
ears, which are BRown. They are without horns, very ftrong-
boned, but not high. They are faid to have been ariginally
brought from Whalley-abbey, in Lancathire, upon its diffolution
in the thirty-third of Henry the Eighth. Tradition fays, they
were drawn to Gifburne by the ¢ power of mafic.

Cy
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head, it got up, pawed two or three times like an old
Bull, bellowed very loud, ftepped back a few fteps, and
bolted at his legs with all its force; it then began to paw
again, bellowed, ftepped back, and bolted as before; but
knowing its intention, and ftepping afide, it' mifled him,
fell, and was fo very weak that it could net rife, though
it made feveral efforts: But it had done enough; the
whole herd were alarmed, and coming to its refcue, obli-
ged him to retire; for the dams will allow no perfon to
touch their calves, without attacking them with impe-
tuous ferocity.*

When any one happens to be wounded, or is grown
weak and feeble through age or ficknefs, the reft of the
herd fet upon it, and gore it to death,

The weight of the Oxen is generally from forty to
fifty ftone the four quarters; the Cows about thirty.
The beef is finely marbled, and of excellent flavour.

Thofe at Burton-Conftable, in the county of York,
were all deftroyed by a diftemper a few years fince.
They varied flightly from thofe at Chillingham, having
black ears and muzzles, and the tips of their tails of the
fame colour : They were alfo much larger, many of them
weighing fixty ftone; probably owing to the richnefs of
the pafturage in Holdernefs, but generally attributed to
the difference of kind between thofe with black and with
red ears, the former of which they {tudioufly endeavoured
to preferve. The breed which was at Drumlanrig, in
Scotland, had alfo black ears.

* Tame Cows, in feafon, are frequently turned out amongft
the Wild Cattle at Chillingham, and admit the Bull, It is fome=-
what extraordinary, that the calves produced by this means are
invariably of the fame colour with the wild breed, (white, with
red ears) and retain 2 good deal of the ficrcenefs of their fire.
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THE URUS, OR WILD BULL,

Is chiefly to be met with in the extenfive forefts of Li-
thuania. Tt grows to a fize almoft equal to the Elephant,
and is quite black ; the eyes are red and fiery, the horns
thick and fhort, and the forehead covered with a quan-
tity of curled hair; the neck s fhort and ftrong, and the
fkin has an odour of mufk. The female, though not fo
big as the male, exceeds the largeft of our bulls in fize :
Neverthelefs, her udder is extremely fmall. Upon the
whole, however, this animal, which greatly refembles
thofe of the tame kind, probably owes its variety to its
natural wildnefs, and the richinefs of the paftures where
it is produced.
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THE BISON
(Bos Bifony, Lin.—Le Bifon, Amerique, Buff.)

DirrERrs from the reft of the Ox kind, in having a large
lump between its fhoulders, almoft as high as that of a
Camel. He has a long fhaggy mane, which forms a kind
of beard under his chin ; his eyes are fierce, his forchead
large, and his horns extremely wide. It is dangerous
to purfue him, except in forefts abcunding with trees
large enough to conceal the hunters. He is generally
taken in pits covered with branches of trees and grafs,
on the oppofite fide of which the hunters tempt the ani-
mal to purfue them ; and the enraged creature running
towards them, falls into the trap prepared for it, and is
then overpowered and {lain.

The Bifon, or the animal with the hump, is found in
all the fouthern parts of the world, though greatly differ-
ing from each other in fize and form.
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THE ZEBU.

THEY are all equally docile and gentle, when tamed ;
“and are in general covered with fine glofly hair, fofter
and more beautiful than that of the common Cow.—
‘Their humps are of different fizes, in fome weighing
from forty to fifty pounds, but in others lefs. That part
is in general confidered as a great delicacy ; and, when
drefled, has much the appearance and tafte of udder.

The Bifons of Madagafcar and Malabar are of the
great kind; thofe of Arabia Petrea, and moft parts of
Africa, are of the Zebu or fmall kind.

In America, efpecially towards the North, the Bifon is .
well known. They herd together, in droves of from one
to two hundred, on the banks of the Miflifippi; where
the inhabitants hunt them ;—their flefh is efteemed good
eating.

They all breed with the tame Cow. The hump,
which is only an accidental charateriftic, gradually de-
clines; and, in a few generations, no veftiges of it rs-

&
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main.—Thus we fee, whether it be the wild or the tame
Ox, the Bonafus or the Urus, the Bifon or the Zebu, by
whatever name they arg diftinguifhed, or however va-
rioufly clafled by naturalifts, in reality they are the {ame s
and, though diverfified in their appearance and proper-
ties, are defcendants of one commen ftock; of which
the moft unequivocal proof is, that they all mix and
breed with each other.

The Oxen of India are of different fizes, and are made
ufe of in travelling, as fubftitutes for Horfes. Inftead of
a bit, a fmall cord is paflfed through the cartilage of the
noftrils, which is tied to a larger cord, and ferves as g
bridle. They are faddled like Horfes ; and, when pufh-
ed, move very brifkly. They are likewife ufed in draw-
ing chariots and carts. For the former purpofe, white
Oxen are in great efteem, and much admired. They will
perform journies of fixty days, at the rate of from twelve
to fifteen leagues a day; and their travelling pace is ge-
nerally a trot.

In Perfia, there are many Oxen entirely white, with
fmall blunt horns, and humps on their backs. They are
very f{trong, and carry heavy burthens. When about to
be loaded, they drop down on their knees like the Ca-
mel, and rife when their burtheng are properly faftened.
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THE GRUNTING OX.

(Bos Grumiens, Lin—La Vacke ds Tartarie, Buff.)

Tue Sarluc, or Grunting-Cow of Tartary, from its re-
femblance to the Bifon, may be confidered as belonging
to the fame fpecies : Its horns are fhort, upright, flender,
and very fharp ; the hair on its body is black, except the
mane and ridge of the back, where it is white ; its whole
body is covered with very long hair, which hangs down
below its knees, and makes its legs appear fhort; it has a
hump on its back; its tail refembles that of a horfe, is
white, and very bufhy; it flrikes with its head like a
goat, and is very unruly ; its diftinguithing peculiarity is,
that it makes a grunting noife like a hog, inftead of low-
ing like the Ox, which in every other inftance it greatly
refembles. It abounds in the kingdom of Thibet, where
it 1s domefticated.

The wild breed, called Bucha, is extremely fierce.
When wounded, it will {fometimes turn upon its affail-
ant, and attack him with great fury. It copulates with
the tame Cow. Their produce is employed in domeftic
purpofes.

Its tail is very valuable, and is fold at a great price in
Thibet. When mounted on a filver handle, it is ufed,
by the principal men in India, as a brufh to chafe away
the flies. It is fometimes faftened, as an ornament, to
the ear of the Elephant.—The Chinefe dye the hair red,
and form it into tufts to adorn their bonnets.
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THE BUFFALOQ.

(Bes Bubalus, Lin.—Le Bufle, Buff.)

THERE is the moft firiking general refemblance be-
tween the Buffalo and the common Ox; their habits
and propenfities are nearly fimilar ; they are both equal-
ly fubmiffive to the yoke, and may be employed in the
fame domeftic fervices yet it is certain, from expe-
rience, that no two animals can, in reality, be more dif-
tinct : The Cow refufes to breed with the Buffalo, while
it is known to propagate with the Bifon, to which it
bears, in point of form, a much more diftant fimilitude.

The Buffalo is found, in a wild ftate, in many parts
of Africa and India, and is common in the countries
near the Cape of Good Hope, where hé is defcribed,
by Sparrman, as a fierce, cruel, and treacherous animal.
He frequently rufhes from behind a thicket upon fome
unwary paflenger ; and, having thrown him down, tram-
ples him to death with his feet and knees, tearing him
with his horns and teeth, and licking him with his rough
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it will be found to affume a very different charater: In
thofe fituations, a Ram or a Wedder will boldly attack
a fingle dog, and often come off victorious; but when
the danger is more alarming, they have recourfe to the
collected ftrength of the whole flock. On fuch oecafions
they draw up into a compact body, placing the young and
the females in the centre ; while the males take the fore-
moft ranks, keeping clofe by each other. Thus an arm-
ed front is prefented to all quarters, and cannot eafily be
attacked without danger or deftruction to the affailant.
In this manner they wait with firmnefs the approach of
the enemy ; nor does their courage fail them in the mo-
ment of attack : For, when the aggreffor advances with-
in a few yards of the line, the Rams dart upon bim with
fuch impetuofity, as to lay him dead at their feet, unlefs
he fave hinfelf by flight. Againft the attacks of fingle
Dogs or Foxes, when in this fitvation, they are pérfectly
fecure.—A Ram, regardlefs of danger, will fometimes
engage a Bull; and, as his forchead is much harder than
that of any other animal, he feldom fails to conquer : For
the Bull, by lowering his head, receives the ftroke of the
Ram between his eyes, which ufually brings him to the
ground. :

In the feleckion of their food, few animals difcover
greater {agacity than the Sheep; nor does any domeilic
animal fhew more dexterity and cunning i its attempts
to clude the vigilance of the fhepherd, in order to fteal
fuch delicacies as are agreeable to its palate. :

Belides its hardinefs in enduring great feverities of
weather, the natural inflinét of the Sheep, in forefeeing
the approach of a {torm, is no lefs remarkable : In their

D2
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to prevent this valuable commodity from being fent out
of the kingdem, the annual value of wool, fhorn in Eng-
land, is fuppofed to be about five millions fterling ; and,
when manufactured conjointly with the Spanifh wool im-
ported, amounting to about, fix hundred thoufand pounds,
muft be above twenty millions.

Like other ruminating animals, the Sheep wants the
upper fore teeth: It has eight in the lower jaw; two of
which drop out, and are replaced at two years old 3 four
of them are renewed at three years, and the remainder
at the age of four.

The Ewe produces one or two lambs at a time, and
fometimes, though rarcly, three or four. She bears her
young five months, and brings forth in the {pring®.—
The Ram lives to the age of about fifteen years, and be-
gins to procreate at one. When caftrated, they are cal-
' led Wedders : They then grow fooner fat, and the flefh
becomes finer and better flavoured.

There is hardly any part of this animal that is not fer-
viceable to man : Of the fleece we make our cloaths ; the
fkin produces leather, of which are made gloves, parch-
ment, and covers for books ; the entrails are formed into
{trings for fiddles and other mufical inftruments, likewife
coverings for whips; its milk affords both butter and
cheefe ; and its flefh is a delicate and wholefome food,

&

* An Ewe, of the finall black-faced Scotch breed, produced
two Ewe lambs pefore fhe had completed her firfl year ; and be-
fure the end of the fecond year, thefe two produced each of them
two lambs alfo. It is a remarkable circumitance, that this great
increafe took place in the coldelt and moft mountainous part of
Northumberland ; and it is further neceffary to obferve, that this
breed of Sheep feldom produces more than one lamb at a time,
and that not till they are two years of age.

D3
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THE BLACK-FACED, OR HEATH RAM.

Tue north-weft part of Yorkfhire, with all that moun-
tainous tra& of country running towards Lancafhire
fouthward, and to Fort William northward, is occupied
by a hardy, black-faced, wild-locking tribe, generally cal-
led fhort Sheep, which differ from our other breeds, not on-
ly in the darknefs of their complexions and horns, but
principally in the coarfe fhaggy wool which they produce.
Their eyes have a fiery, tharp, and wild caft. They run
with great agility, and feem quite adapted to the heathy
mountains they inhabit. Their flefh is peculiarly fine
and high-flavoured. The three great fairs for thefe Sheep
(where amazing numbers of them are fold every year)
are, Stagfhaw-bank, in Northumberland ; Brough, in
Weftmorland ; and Linton, in Scotland. There is like-
wife a breed of Sheep inhabiting the fame country as the
former ; but peculiarly diftinguifhed from them by long,
thin bodies, white legs, white faces, and by having no
horns. Their wool is fine, and thickly plantt-:d.t
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HEATH RAM OF THE IMPROVED BREED.

Tre Ram from which we took this drawing, in july,
1798, belongs to the Bifhop of Durham. It obtained
the premium given for the beft Tup, thewn for that pur-
pofe, at Blanchland, in the county of Durham, in 1797.
Exclufive of the {fymmetry of proportions and beauty of
its form, a more important objet has been obtained in
the quality of the wool. They are alfo as hardy as the
unimproved breed, and can equally endure the feverity of
the cold and wet to which they are expofed on the bleak
heaths which they are doomed to inhabit, *
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THE CHEVIOT RAM.

Tae Cheviot breed have a fine open countenance,
lively prominent eyes, have no horns, and are moftly
white-faced and white-legged 5 the body long, with fine,
clean, fmall-boned legs : Weight of the carcafe from 12 to
18 Ib. per quarter; and the matton is highly efteemed
for its flavour. -

The beft breeds of thefe Sheep are to be found in the
north-weft parts of the county of Northumberland, and on
the range of hills adjoining them in Scotland, and are
maintained (except when prevented by fnow) folely from
the natural produce of the grounds on which they depaf-
ture, which, in general, are very mountainous, and con-
filt of ling, mofs, hather, deer-hair, and wire-bent, with a
mixture of green fward.—We can find no account from
whence this valuable breed originally fprung, which, as
mountain Sheep, are unrivalled, as well on account of
their carcafes and hardinefs, as from the {uperior value of
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TEES-WATER OLD OR UNIMPROVED
BREED.,

THE largeft breed of Sheep in this ifland is to be met
with on the banks of the Tees, which runs through a
rich and fertile country, dividing the two counties of
Yorkfhire and Durham. This kind differs from the Lin-
colnfhire Sheep, in their wool not being fo long and hea-
vy; their legs are longer, but finer boned, and fupport a
thicker, firmer carcafe ; their flefh is likewife much fat-
ter, and finer grained.

Our figure was taken in July, 1798, from a Ram which
had been purchafed for the purpofe of fhewing its un-
couth and uncultivated appearance, in contraft to thofe of
the improved kind. -
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TEES-WATER IMPROVED BREED.

By perfevering in the fame laudable plan of improve-
ment fo fuccefsfully begun by the late Mr Bakewell, the
ftock-farmers or graziers of Tees-water have produced
a kind which is looked upon by judges as nearly ap-
proaching to perfe@tion. Many of their Sheep poffels
the thriving or fattening quality of the Difhley breed,
and are fit for-the butcher at as eatly an age:

Thefe Sheep weigh from twenty-five to forty-five
pounds per quarter; fome have been fed to fifty pounds ;
and one in particular was killed, which weighed fixty-
two pounds ten ounces per quarter, avoirdupois; a cir-
cumftance never before heard of in this ifland. The
Ewes of this breed generally bring forth two lambs
each feafon ; fometimes three, four, and even five. As
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THE LEICESTERSHIRE IMPROVED BREED.,

To thefe various and numerous tribes of this ufeful
animal, we muft add, that, by the perfevering induftry
and attention of Mr Bakewell, of Difhley, in Leicefter-
thire, our breed of Sheep has been greatly improved ; and -
he has been followed by many eminent breeders with
nearly equal fuccefs.

It-feems to be generally agreed, that in Sheep, as well
as in all other animals, there is a certain fymmetry or
proportion of parts, which is beft adapted to the fize of
each particular animal: All thofe of each kind that ex-
ceed or fall fhort of this pitch, are more or lefs difpro-
portioned, according to the fize they attain; and in the
degree they are advanced beyond this line of perfetion,
we find them lefs active, weaker, and always lefs able to
endure hardfhip. Thus, by feletting the handfomeft and
beft proportioned of their kinds, the judicious breeder has
gradually arrived at a degree of perfection in improving
this animal, unknown at any former period.
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A WEDDER OF MR CULLEY’s BREED.

WE are favoured, by Mr Culley, with the following
account of a Wedder of his breed, fed at Fenton in
Northumberland, and killed at Alnwick in O&ober, 1787,
when four years old :—His dimenfions were as follow :—
Girt, four feet eight inches and an half ; breadth over his
{houlders, one foot three inches; over his middle, one
foot feven inches and a quartei-; acrofs the breaft, from
the infide of one fore leg to the infide of the other, nine
inches. At the dividing of the quarters, through the
ribs, it meafured feven inches and one-eighth of folid fat,
cut ftraight through without any flope; and his mutton
was of the moft beautiful bright colour. But in nothing
was he fo remarkable as in the {fmallnefs of his bones.—
The proprietor of this Sheep laments that he had not the
offals exactly weighed (by offals, we would be underftood
to mean not only the tallow, but the head, pluck, and
pelt, with the blood and entrails); becaufe it is now well
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which it was once fo famous ; and that, by perfeverance
and attention to this important object, we may in time
be enabled to produce not only as fine wool as can be
obtained from any other country, but may alfo, in the
fame breed, be able to conjoin with it every other defira-
ble peculiarity,—fuch as clofenefs of flecce, beauty and
utiliiy of form, hardinefs, a capability of being eafily fat-
tened, largenefs of fize, and other valuable qualities,
adapted to every peculiarity of fituation in thefe iflands,

Egz
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THE DUNKY, OR DWART SHEEP,

ANoTHER variety of the Sheep kind, deferves to be no-
ticed for the fingular and grotefque formation of its fea-
tures. The wool, growing round its head, forms a kind
of heod or ruff, before which ftand its fhort ereét ears :
The uncommon protrufion of its under jaw confiderably
before - the upper, by which the fore teeth are left ex-
poled, and the fhortnels of the nofe, which lies under its
high-projecting forehead, altogether give it the appear-
ance of deformity, and make a ftriking contraft to moft
animals of the Sheep kind.—A Ram, from which the
drawing was made, came from abroad, with two Ewes,
as a prefent to a gentleman in the county of Northum-
berland. They are very fmall, and have no horns.—In
Lincolnfhire there is a fmall kind, mentioned, by Mr
Culley, under the name of Dunkies ; which we fuppnfq
to be the fame with this,
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THE MANY-HORNED SHEEP.

Tne Tceland Sheep, as well as thofe of Mufcovy and
the coldeft climates of the north, refemble our own in
the form of the body, but differ in the number of their
horns, having generally four, and fometimes c:ght, grow-
g from the forchead. Their wool is long, fmooth, and
hairy : They are of a dark-brown colour; and, under the
outward coat of hair, which drops off at ftated pi:riods,
there is an internal covering refembling fur, which is
fine, fhort, and foft: The quantity produced by each
Sheep is about four pounds.

"The broad-tailed Sheep, common in Perfia, Barbary, S}r-
tia, and Egypt, are remarkable chiefly for their large and
heavy tails, which grow a foot broad, and fo long, that
the fhepherds are obliged to put boards with fmall wheels
under them, to keep them from galling. 'The fleth of
thele tails is efteemed a great delicacy : It is of a fub-
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THE MOUFLON, OR MUSMON,
(Capra Ammon, Lin.—Le Mouflon, Buft.)

Has been claffed both with the Sheep and the Goat kind,
and may be confidered as {tanding in a middle place, and
forming the link between each; for it is curious to ob-
ferve, that Nature, in all her variations, proceeds by flow
and almoft infenfible degrees, fcarcely drawing a firm
and diftinguifhing line between any two races of animals
that are effentially different, and yet, in many refpeéts,
nearly allied to each other. In all tranfitions from one
kind to the other, there is to be found a middle race, that
feems to partake of the nature of both, and that can pre-
cifely be referred to neither. Thus it is hard to dif-
‘cover where the Sheep kind ends, or the Goat begins.—
The Mufmon, therefore, which is neither Sheep nor
Goat, has a ftrong affinity to both. Though covered
with hair, it bears a ftrong fimilitude to the Ram: Its
eyes are placed near the horns; and its ears are fhorter.
than thofe of the Goat: Its horns refemble thofe of the
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ing. The fkins ferve them for warm raiments and co-
verings : The horns are made ufe of for a variety of ufe-
ful purpofes.

This creature has been known to breed with the
Sheep; and, from that circumftance, is fuppofed, by M.
Buffon and others, to be the primitive race.

"The female of this fpecies is rather lefs than the male
and her horns never grow to that prodigious fize.

Thofe of Kamfchatka are fo flrong, that ten men can
fcarcely hold one; and the horns fo large, that young
foxes often fhelter themfelves in the hollow of fuch as
fall off by accident. They grow to the fize of a young
ftag, copulate in autumn, and bring forth cne young at
a time, though fometimes two.
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inhabitants; and, in moft of the mountainous parts of
Lurope, fupply the natives with many of the neceflaries
of life : They lic upon beds made of their fkins, which
are foft, clean, and wholefome; they live. upon their
milk, and oat bread ; they convert part of it into butter,
and fome into cheefe. The flefh of the kid is confider-
ed as a great rarity ; and, when properly prepared, is
elteemed by fome as little inferior to venifon.

‘The Goat produces generally two young at a time,
fometimes three, rarely four: In warmer climates, it is
more prolific, and produces four or five at once ; though
the breed is found to degenerate. The male is capable
of propagating at one year old, and the female at feven
months ; but the fruits of a generation fo premature are
generally weak and defective : Their beft time is at the
age of two years, or eighteen months at leaft.

The Goat is a fhort-lived animal, full of ardour, but
foon enervated. His appetite for the female is exceffive,
fo that one buck is fufficient for one hundred and fifty
females.
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THE IBEX,
(Capra Ibex, Lin.—Le Bouguetin, Buff)

Ir we believe M. Buffon, is the ftock from whence our
domeftic Goat is defcended ; it is larger, but refembles it
much in the fhape of its body ; its horns are much lar-
ger; they are bent backward, and are full of knobs :
Every year the creature lives, it is afferted, one is added
to the number of them. Some of thefe horns have been
found at leaflt two yards long. The head of the Ibex
is fmall, adorned with a dufky beard; and has a thick
coat of hair of a deep brown colour, 'mix»;ul with afh : A
ftreak of black runs along the top of its back : The belly
and thighs are of a delicate fawn colour.—The female is
one-third lefs than the male; her horns are very fimall,
and not above eight inches long.
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The Ibex inhabits the higheft Alps of the Grifons
country and the Vallais, and is alfo found in Crete :—
They are very avild, and difficult to be thot; and as they
always keep on the higheft points of the rocks, the chafe
of them is attended with great danger: They are very
ftrong, and often turn upon the incautious huntfman, and
tumble him down the precipice, unlefs he have time to
lic down, and let the animal pafs over him. They bring
forth one young at a time, feldom two; and are faid not
to be long-lived.

THE CHAMOIS-GOAT.
(Capra Rupicapray Lin—Yfarus ou Sarrus, Buft.)

TrE Chamois, though a wild animal, is very eafily
made tame and docile. It is to be found only in rocky
F
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and mountainous places; is about the fize of the domef-
tic Goat, and refembles it in many refpects. It is mofk
agreeably lively, and active beyond expreflion. The hair
is thort, like that of the Doe: In {pring, it is of an afh
colour ; in autumn, dun, inclining to black ; and in win-
ter, of a blackifh-brown.

This animal is found, in great plenty, in the moun-
tains of Dauphiny, Piedmont, Savoy, Switzerland, and
Germany. They are very gentle, and live in fociety
with each other. They are found in flocks from four
to fourfcore, and even an hundred, difperfed upon the
crags of the mountains. The large males are feen feed-
ing, detached from the reft; except in rutting time,
when they approach the females, and drive away the
young. The time of their coupling is from the begin-
ning .of October to the end of November; and they
bring forth in March and April. The young keep with
the dam for about five months, and fometimes longer,
if the hunters and the wolves do not feparate them. It
is afferted, that they live between twenty and thirty
years. Their fleth is good to eat; and they yield ten or
twelve pounds of fuet, which far furpaffes that of the
Goat in hardnefs and goodnefs.

The Chamois has fcarcely any cry: It has a kind of
fecble bleat, by which the parent calls its young : But in
cafes of danger, and when it is to warn the reflt of the
flock, it ufes a hiling noife, which is heard at a great
diftance: For it is to be obferved, that this creature is
extremely vigilant, and has an eye remarkably quick and
piercing : Its fmell allo is not lefs diftinguifhing. When
it fees its enemy diftinéltly, it ftops for a moment ; and,
if the perfon be near, it flies off in an inftant. In the
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fame manner, by its fmell, it can difcover a man at half
a league diftance, and give immediate notice. Upon the
leaft alarm, the Chamois begins its hifling note with great
force. The firft hifs continues as long as the time of
one refpiration: In the beginning it is very fharp, and
deeper towards the clofe. The animal having, after this
firft alarm, repofed a moment, again looks round ; and,
perceiving the reality of its fears, continues to hifs by in-
tervals, until it has fpread the alarm to a very great dif-
tance. During this time, it feems in the moft violent
agitation; it ftrikes the ground with one fore foot, and
fometimes with both ; it bounds from rock to rock, turns
and looks round, runs to the edge of the precipice, and, .
ftill perceiving the enemy, flies with all its fpeed. The
hifling of the male is much louder and fharper than that
of the female: It is performed through the nofe, and is
properly no more than a very ftrong breath driven vio-
lently through a fmall aperture.

The Chamois feeds upon the beft herbage, and chufes
the moft delicate parts of the plants, the flowers, and the
tender buds. It is not lefs delicate with regard to feveral
aromatic herbs, which grow upon the fides of the moun-
tains. It drinks very little whilft it feeds upon the fuc-
culent herbage, and chews the cud in the intervals of
feeding. :

This animal is greatly admired for the beauty of its
eyes, which are round and fparkliug, and mark the
warmth of its conftitution. Tts head is furnifhed with
two fmall horns of about half a foot long, of a beau-
tiful black, rifing from the forehead almoft betwixt the
eyes: Thefe, inftead of going backwards or fideways,

L
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legs, and bending in fuch a manner, that, when they de-
fcend upon them, they break the force of their fall.

During the rigours of winter, the Chamois fleeps in
the thickeft forefts, and feeds upon the fhrubs and the
buds of the pine-tree,

The hunting of the Chamois is very laborious and dif-
ficult. The moft ufual way is to fhoot them from behind
the clefts of the rocks. Some alfo purfue them as ‘they
do the Stag, by placing proper perfons at all the paflages
of a glade or valley, and then fending in others to roufe
the game. Dogs are quite ufelefs in this chafe, as they
rather alarm than overtake : Nor is it without danger to
the men; for it often happens, that, when the animal
finds itfelf overprefled, it drives at the hunter with its
head, and often tumbles him down an adjoining preci-
pice.—The Chamois cannot go upon ice when fmooth ;
but if there be the leaft inequalities on its {urface, it
then bounds along in fecurity, and quickly evades all pur-
fuit.

The fkin of the Chamois was once famous, when tan-
ned, for its foftnefs and warmth: At prefent, however,
fince the art of tanning has been brought to greater per-
fection, the leather called fbammayis made alfo from thofe
of the tame Goat, the Sheep, and the Deer.
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THE GOAT OF ANGORA

Is well known for its long hair, which is thick, glofly, of
a dazzling whitenefs, and fo fine, that cloths as beautiful
as filk, known among us by the name of camblets, are
made of it. Its ears are long and pendulous. The male
is furnifhed with horns, curioufly twifted, which proceed
horizontally from each fide of the head, forming a fcrew;
thofe of the female are fhorter, and encircle the ear fome-
what like thofe of the common Ram. They inhabit the
rocky mountains of Pontus, where they experience a con-
fiderable degree of cold: They would probably thrive in
Britain as well as in their native country. The fame
might be faid of the Guat of Thibet, fo famous for the
finenefs of its wool: It lives in a climate colder than
ours in winter, and might probably be tranfplanted with
fuccefs.

In Portugal there is a breed of fine large Goats, re-
markable for yielding a great quantity of milk,—a gallon
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and the fportfman is obliged to call in the aid of the Fal-
con, which, being trained to the work, feizes on the ani-
mal, and impedes its motion, fo as to enable the Dogs to
overtake it. In India and Perfia a fort of Leopard is
fometimes made ufe of in the chafe, which takes its prey
by the greatnefs of its fprings; but fhould he fail in his
firft effay, the game efcapes. .

Some fpecies of the Antelope form herds of two or
three thoufand, while others keep in fmall troops of five
or fix. They for the moft part live in hilly countries.
They often browfe like the Goat, and feed on the tender
thoots of young trees, which give their flefh an excellent
flavour.

"There are many varieties of this animal 3 fome of them
little known or deferibed.

THE BLUE-GOAT.
(Antelope Leucophee, Pallas.)

Mr Pennant confiders this as being next to the Goat,
from the length of its hair, and form of its horns.

The colour of this creature is a fine blue, refembling
velvet ; but when dead, it is faid to change to a bluifh-
grey : Its belly is white ; beneath each eye it has a large
white mark : Its tail is feven inches in length, with long
hairs at the end : Its horns incline backward, and form 2
curve; three-fourths of their length are decorated with
with twenty-four rings; the uppermoft quarter is fmooth,
and runs tapering to a point. It inhabits the hotteft
parts of Africa.—Sparrman defcribes one which he faw
at the Cape of Good Hope, and calls it a Blagau-bot.
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THE PIED-GOAT.

Tris animal is likewife an inhabitant of the Cape, as
well as the plains and woods of Senegal, where large
herds of them are to be feen.

It is remarkable for having a white band running along
each of its fides, croffed by two others from the back to
the belly, difpofed fomewhat like a harnefs, from whence
it is called the Harneffed Antelope: On each fide of the
rump it has three white lines pointing downwards; its
thighs are fpotted with white; the colour of the body is
a deep-tawny ; beneath each eye there is a white {pot;
its horns are ftraight, nine inches long, pointed backward,
with two fpiral ribs. Great flocks of them are found in
the plains and the woods of the country of Poder, in
Africa.—It is called, by M. Buffon, the Guib; and, by
Sparrman, the Bonti-bok, or Spotted Goat.
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THE WOOD-GOAT.

WE are indebted to the indefatigable labours of Dr
Sparrman, for an accurate defeription of this rare animal,
which is found in the country about the Cape of Good
Hope, and lives chiefly in woods and groves, from whence
it derives its name.

Its horns are black, fomewhat mare than ten inches
long, and have three fides wreathed in a fpiral direc-
tion towards the top; at the bottom, they are rough,
in confequence of a number of wavy rings, which, how-
ever, are not elevated much above the furface; at the
top, they are round, fharp-pointed, and in that part as
{mooth as if they had been polifhed 5 their pofition is al-
moft in the fame line with the forehead, inclining a little
forwards, and, by means of the twift they make, recede
from each other towards the middle, where they are
three inches and a half diftant; at the bafe, they are
anly one inch.

——
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THE SPRINGER.

THE White-Antelgpe, which is fuppofed to be the fame
with the Pygarg, mentioned in the book of Numbers, is
an inhabitant of the Cape of Good Hope, where it is
called the Spring-bok, and is to be feen in herds of feveral
thoufands, covering the plains as far as the eye can reach.
Sparrman fays, that having fhot at a large herd of them,
they formed a line, and immediately made a circular
movement, as if to furround him; but afterwards flew
off in different diretions.

The height of this beautiful creature is two feet and a

half; it meafures, from the ears to the tail, fomewhat -

above three feet : The tail is rather lefs than a foot long :
The length cf the ears fix inches and a half; that of the
horns, meafuring them along their curvatures, nine inch-
es ; their diftance at the bafe, where they are nearly three
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inches thick, is one inch; they gradually widen from
thence to the diftance of five inches from each other,
when they turn inwards, fo that at the tip they are not
above three inches and a half afunder; they are of a
deep-black colour, annulated above half way up; toward
the top they are quite fmooth, and end in a {harp point.

The predominant colour of this animal is brown, or a
light ruft colour: The breaft, belly, and infide of the
limbs, are white ; as is alfo the head, excepting a dark-
brown lift, which paffes from each corner of the mouth,
over the eyes, to the bafe of the horns: A ftripe of the
fame dark colour extends, on each fide, from the fhoul-
ders to the haunches, forming a boundary between the
fnowy whitenefs of the belly and the rufty colour of the
fides: The buttocks are white; and, from the tail half
way up the back, is a ftripe of white, bounded on each
fide by a dark-brown lift: The tail, at leaft the lower
part of ity is not thicker than a goofe quill; the under
fide is quite bare ; towards the tip there are a few dark-
brown hairs, from one to two inches and a half long :
The ears are of an afh colour, tipt on the edges with
fine light-gray hairs: The eye-brows and whifkers are
black: The hair in general is fine and fhort ; but the
dark line which borders upon the white confifts of long-
er hairs, which the animal is able to expand to the
breadth of eight or nine inches, particularly on taking a
high leap. 'When purfued, it is no lefs pleafant than cu-
rious to fee the whole herd jumping over each other’s
heads to a confiderable height: Some of them will take
three or four high leaps fucceflively. In this fituation,
they feem fufpended in the air, looking over their fhoul-
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ders at their purfuers, and at the fame time fhewing the
white part of their backs in a moft beautiful manner.

The Springers are fo extremely {wift, as to require a
good Horfe to overtake them although they are fome-
times bold enough to allow a fportfman, either on foot
or on horfeback, to come within gun-fhot of them.—
Their flefh is very palatable, and has a more juicy and
delicate tafte than that of the other Gazelles.

THE ELK-ANTELOPE.
(Le Codous, Buff.)

Tais is an inhabitant of the Cape, as well as the
greateft part of India, and is one of the larger kinds of
Gazelles. It has ftraight horns, two feet in length, of a
dark-brown colour, marked with two prominent {piral
ribs running near two-thirds of their length, but fmooth
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THE HART-BEEST.
(Le Bubale, Buff.)

THis is the moft common of all the larger Gazelles,
known in any part of Africa. The following accurate
defcription is taken from Sparrman, to whom we are in-
debted for the beft accounts of fuch of thefe rare animals
as are to be met with near the Cape. Its height is fome-
what above four feet: The horns are from fix to nine
inches long, very ftrong and black, almoft clofe at the
bafe, diverging upwards, and at the top bending back-
wards in an horizontal direction almoft to the tips, which
turn a little downwards; they are embofled with about
eighteen rings of an irregular form. The general colour
of the Hart-Beeft is that of cinnamon; the front of the
head is marked with black, as is likewife the fore part of
the legs 3 the hind part of the haunch is covered with a
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THE GRYS-BOK,
(La Grimme, Buff.)

Is of a grayifh or afh colour, with large black ears, and
a black fpot round the eyes ; ftraight black horns, flender
and fharp-pointed, not three inches long, flightly annu-
lated at the bafe: Its height is about eighteen inches
and it is moft elegantly formed: Beneath each eye is a
cavity, that contains a ftrong-feented oily liquor, which
fmells fomething like mufk, and, when expofed to the
air, becomes hard and black,—It is the Guinea Antelgpe of
Mr Pennant. -

THE KLIP-SPRINGER,

Is of a light-red colour, inclining to yellow, intermixed
with black ftreaks; the tips and edges of its ears are
black: It runs with great f{wiftnefs, and makes large
bounds, even on the fteepeft precipices, and in ‘the moft
rocky places, where it cannot eafily be caught with
hounds. G 4 :
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THE COMMON ANTELOPE.
(Capra Cervicapra, Lin—L’ dntelspe, Buff.)

TrEe Antelope, properly fo called, abounds in Barbary,
and in all the northern parts of Africa.—It is fomewhat
lefs than the Fallow-deer: Its horns are about fixteen
mches long, furrounded with prominent rings almoft to
the top, where they are twelve inches diftant from point
to point. ‘The horns of the Antelope are remarkable for
a beautiful double flexion, which gives them the appear-
ance of the lyre of the ancients. The colour of the hair
on the back is brown, mixed with red ; the belly and in-
fide of the thighs are white ; the tail {hort.

ia.

i
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o
THE CHEVROTAIN AND MEMINNA.

(Le Chevrotain de Guinea, Buff.)

Tre Chevrotain, or little Guinea Deer, is the fmalleft
of all the Antelope kind, the leaft of all cloven-footed
quadrupeds, and, we may add, the moft beautiful. Its
fore legs, at the {malleft part, are not much thicker than
a tobacco-pipe; it is not more than feven inches in
height, and about twelve from the point of the nofe to
the infertion of the tail; its ears are broad; and its
horns, which are firaight, and fearcely two inches long,
are black and fhining as jet; the colour of the hair is a
reddifh-brown ; in fome a beautiful yellow, very thort
and glofly. ¥

Thefe elegant little creatures are natives of Senegal and
the hotteft parts of Africa; they are likewife found in
India, and in many of the iflands adjoining to that vaft .
continent,

In Ceylom, there is an animal of this kind called AZe-
ainnia; which is not larger than a Hare, but perfectly re-
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THE NYL-GHAU.

Tu1s animal is a native of the interior parts of India.
It feems to be of a middle nature, between the Cow and
the Deer, and carries the appearance of both in its form.
In fize, it is as muth fmaller than the one, as it is larger
than the other : Its body, horns, and tail, are not unlike
thofe of a Bull; and the head, neck, and legs, are fimilar
to thofe of a Deer. The colour, in general, is ath or
gray, from a mixture of black hairs and white: All along
the ridge or edge of the neck, the hair is blacker, longer,
and more erett, making a thort, thin, and upright mane,
reaching down to the hump s Its horns are feven inches
long, fix inches round at the root, tapering by degrees,
and terminating in a blunt point : ‘The ears are Jarge and
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when purfued, flies to the higheft and moft inacceflible

fummits.

The perfume produced by this animal, which is fo
well known in the fafhionable circles, and of late fo
much ufed in the practice of phyfic, needs little defcrip-
tion. It is found in a bag or tumour, nearly of the fize
of a hen’s egg, on the belly of the male only. Thefe
bags the hunters cut off, and tie them up for fale ; many
thoufands of which are fent over annually to Europe, be-
fides what are confumed in different parts of the Eaft.
To account for this great confumption, it is fuppofed
that the mufk is frequently adulterated and mixed with
the blood of the animal. It comes to us from China,
Tonquin, Bengal, and Mufcovy; but that of Thibet is
reckoned the beft, and fells at a much higher price.

The flefh of the males, efpecially in the rutting feafon,
1s much infeCted with the flavour of the muik; but is,
neverthele(s, eaten by the Ruflians and Tartars.
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THE CAMELEOPARD. ~——
(Cervus Camelspardalis, Lin—La Giraffe, Buff.)

Turs animal, (the exiftence of which has frequently
been called in queftion) is a native of the wild and un-
frequented defarts of Ethiopia, and other interior parts of
Africa, where it leads a folitary life, far from the habita-
tions of men, for whofe ufe it is rendered unfit by the
enormous difproportion of its parts. It has hitherto been
regarded chiefly as an objec of curiofity, and may lead us
to admire the wonderful produtions of that creative
Power, which has filled the earth with life in fuch a
boundlefs variety of forms,

The height of this extraordinary animal, from the
grown of the head to the ground, is feventeen feet;
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THE ELK,

(Cervus Alees, Lin—L’Elan, Buff.)

Is the largeft and moft formidable of all the Deer kind.
It is a native of both the old and the new continent,
being known in Europe by the name of the Elk, and in
America by that of the Mogfe-deer. It is fometimes ta-
ken in the forefts of Ruflia and Germany ; though it is
rarely to be feen, on account of its extreme wildnefs.
It likewife inhabits Norway, Sweden, Poland, and Tar-
tary, as far as the North of China. It is common in
‘Canada, and in 2ll the northern parts of America.

The Elk has been varioufly defcribed by naturalifts and
travellers: By fome, it is faid to be twelve feet h]gh
whilft others, with greater appearance of probability, de-
feribe it as being not much higher than a Horfe. It is,
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however, a matter of doubt to which a greater degree of
credibility fhould be given.

From a variety of Elks’ horns preferved in the cabinets
of the curious, fome of which are of a moft enormous
fize, there is every reafon to conclude, that the animal
which bore them muft have been of a proportionable
bulk and ftrength.

Thofe who fpeak of the gigantic Moofe, fay, their
horns are fix feet long, and meafure, from tip to tip,
above ten feet: The beams of the horns are fhort; from
which they {pread out into large and broad palms, one
fide of which is plain, but on the outfide are feveral
» {harp fnags or fhoots.

The European Elk grows to the height of feven or
eight feet; and in length, from the end of the muzzle
to the infertion of the tail, meafures ten feet : The head
is two feet long ; the neck, on which is a fhort upright
mane, of a light-brown colour, is much fhorter: Its eye
15 {mall; and, from the lower corner of it, there is a
deep {lit, common to all the Deer kind, as well as molt
of the Gazelles: The ears are upwards of a foot i
length, very broad, mmd fomewhat flouching ; the noftrils
are wide ; and the upper lip, which is fquare, and has a
deep furrow in the middle, hangs greatly over the lower,
from whence it was imagined ‘by the ancients, that this
creature could not graze without going backward: The
withers are very high, the hind legs much fhorter than
the fore legs, and the hoofs deeply cloven : From a {mall
excrefcence under the throat, hangs a long tuft of coarfe
black hair : The tail is very fhort, dufky above, and white
beneath : The hair is long and rough, like a Bear, and of
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their canoes, with which they form a vaft crefcent, each
horn touching the fhore; whillt another party on the
fhore furround an extenfive tra¢t : They are attended by
dogs, which they let loofe, and prefs towards the water
with loud cries. 'The animals, alarmed by the noife, fly
before the hunters, and plunge into the lake, where they
are killed by the people in the canoes with lances and
clubs.—Amnother method requires a greater degree of pre-
paration and art. The hunters inclofe a large fpace with
ftakes and branches of trees, forming two fides of a tri-
angle; the bottom opens into a fecond inclofure, which
is fafl on all fides: At the opening are hung numbers of
{nares, made of the flips of raw hides. They aflemble,
as before, in great troops ; and, with all kinds of hideous
noifes, drive into the inclofure not only the Moofe, but
various other kinds of Deer, with which that country
abounds. Some, in forcing their way through the nar-
row pafs, are caught in the {nares by the neck or horns;
whilft thofe which efcape thefe, meet their fate from the
arrows of the hunters, dire¢ted at them from all quar-
ters.—They are likewife frequently killed with the gun.
‘When they are firlt difcovered, they fquat with their hind
parts, and make water; at which inftant the {portiman
fires : If he mifs, the Moofe fets off in a moft rapid trot,
making, like the Rein-deer, a prodigious rattling with its
hoofs, and running twenty or thirty miles before it ftops
or takes the water. The ufual time for this diverfion is
in winter. The animal can run with eafe upon the firm
furface of the fnow ; but the hunters avoid entering on
the chafe till the heat of the fun is ftrong enough to melt
the frozen ecruft with which it is covered, and render
it fo foft as to impede the flight of the Moofe, which






HISTORY OF QU ADRUPEﬁS. 125

= — W '_:_“' e
O N S B R B e 5

THE AMERICAN ELK.

‘WE have given a faithful portrait of this animal, from
a living one lately brought from the interior parts of
America. It feems to be iref}f different from that general-
ly deferibed under the name of the E¥t or Moofe-deer, to
which it has very little refemblance.. It fecems, indeed,
to belong to a diftinct {pecies, and is probably the E/k or
Orignal of Canada and the northern parts of America.

At the age of five years, the length of this creature
was nine feet, from the end of the muzzle to the infer-
tion of the tail, the head and neck being extended in a
line with the body : Its height at the fhoulder was four
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them from thefe minute invaders, which are drawn in
with the breath, and enter the noftrils, and even the
eyes: But they are chiefly inimical to the Rein-deer :
The horns of that animal being then tender, and covered
with a fkin, which renders them extremely fenfitive, a
cloud of thefe infects fettle upon them, and drive the
poor animal almoft to diftraétion. In this extremity,
there is no refource but flight. The herdfmen drive
their flocks from the plains to the fummits of the moun-
tains, whither the foe cannot follow them: There they
will continue the whole day, with little or no food, ra-
ther than venture down into the lower parts, where they
have no defence againft their unceafing perfecutors.

Befides the gnat, the gadfly is a common peft to the
Rein-deer. In the autumn, this infect depofits its eggs
in their fkin, where the worms burrow, and often prove
fatal to them. The moment a fingle fly is feen, the
whole herd is in motion: They know their enemy, and
endeavour to avoid it, by toffing up their heads, and run-
ning among each other; but all this too often proves in-
effectual.

Every morning and évening during the fummer, the
herdfman returns to his cottage with the Deer to be
milked, where a large fire of mofs is prepared, for the
purpofe of filling the place with fmoke, to drive off the
gnats, and keep the Deer quiet whilft milking.—The
quantity of milk given by one female in a day, is about a
pint. It is thinner than that of a Cow, but fweeter and
more nourifhing.

The female begins to breed at the age of two years, is
in feafon the latter end of September, goes with young
cight months, and generally brings forth two at a time.
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the defire of poffeffing this animal has hitherto been ex-
cited only by curiofity, it is not likely that much atten-
tion will be paid to it in a country like this, abounding
with fuch variety of ufeful quadrupeds.

The Rein-deer is wild in America, where it is called
the Caribou.—It is found in Spitzbergen and Greenland,
and is very common in the moft northern parts of Eu-
rope, and in Afia as far as Kamfchatka, where fome of
the richeft of the natives keep herds of ten or' twenty
thoufand in number.

In the neighbourhood of Hudfon's Bay there are great
herds of wild Rein-decer: Columns of many thoufands
annually pafs from North to South in the months of
March and April. In that feafon the mufkatoes are very
troublefome, and oblige them to quit the woods, and feek
refrefhment on the fhore and open country. Great num-
bers of beafts of prey follow the herds. The wolves fin-
gle out the firagglers, detach them from the flock, and
hunt them down: The foxes attend at a diftance, to
pick up the offals left by the former. In autumn, the
Deer, with the Fawns bred during the fummer, remigrate
| nqrthward.
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THE STAG, OR RED-DEER,

(Cervus Elephas, Lin.—Le Cerf, Buff.)

This is the moft beautiful animal of the Deer kind.
The elegance of his form, the lightnefs of his motions,
the flexibility of his limbs, his bold, branching horns,
which are annually renewed, his grandeur, ftrength, and
fwiftnefs, give him a decided pre-eminence over every
other inhabitant of the foreft.

The age of the Stag is known by its horns. The firft

Iq
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dom heard, but when excited by apprehenfion for herfelf
or her young. -

The Stag has been faid to be an uncommonly long-
lived animal; but later obfervations have fully confuted
this unfounded opinion. It is a generally received max-
im, that animals live feven times the number of years
that bring them to perfection : Thus the Stag, being five
or fix years in arriving at maturity, lives feven times that
number, or from thirty-five to forty years.

The following facly recorded in hiftory, will ferve to
fhew that the Stag is pofleffed of an extraordinary fhare
of courage, when his perfonal fafety is concerned :—
Same years ago, William, Duke of Cumberland, caufed a
Tiger and a Stag to be inclofed in the fame area; and
the Stag made fo bold a defence, that the Tiger was at
length obliged to give up.

The hunting of the Stag has been held, in all ages,
a diverfion of the nobleft kind ; and former times bear
witnefs of the great exploits performed on thefe occa-
fions. In our ifland, large trats of land were fet apart
for this purpofe ; villages and facred edifices were wan-
tonly thrown down, and converted into one wide walfte,
that the tyrant of the day might have room to ﬁurfuﬂ his
favourite diverfion. In the time of William Rufus and
Henry the Firft, it was lefs criminal to deftroy one of the
human {pecies than a beaft of chafe.. Happily for us,
thefe wide-extended f{cenes of defolation and oppreflion
have been gradually contraCted ; ufeful arts, agriculture,
and commerce, have extenfively fpread themfelves over
the naked land; and thefe fuperior beafts of the chafe
have given way to other animals more ufeful to the com-
munity. "
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THE AXIS, OR GANGES STAG.

(L’ Axis, Buff)

Tis animal is an inhabitant of thofe immenfe plains
of India watered by the river Ganges.—M. Buffon con-
fiders it as a variety or fhade between the Stag and the
Fallow-deer. It is of the fize of the latter; but its horns
are round, like thofe of the Stag; and it has no brow
antlers. Tts whole body is marked with white fpots, ele-
ganti}r difpofed, and diftinét from each nthct'; the belly,
infide of the thighs, and legs, are white ; along the back
there are two rows of fpots, parallel to each other; thofe
on the other parts of the body are irregular; the head
and neck are gray; and the tail, which is red above and
white beneath, is as long as that of the Fallow-deer.
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The continent of America abounds with Stags, and
other animals of the Deer kind, in great variety. In
fome parts of that vaft country, the inhabitants have
domefticated them, and live chiefly upon the milk and
cheefe with which they fupply them.

Thus we find, that the fame animal, which, in fome
parts, contributes only to the amufement of man, may, in
others, be brought to fupply his neceflities. The ftores
of Nature are various and abundant : It is neceflity alone
that draws them out to fupply our wants, and contribute
to our comforts.
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THE FALLOW-DEER.

(Cervies Dama, Lin—Le Dain, Buff)

THE principal difference between the Stag and the
Fallow-deer, feems to be in their fize and in the form of
their horns; the latter is much fmaller than the former,
and its horns, inftead of being round, like thofe of the
Stag, are broad, palmated at the ends, and better garnifh-
ed with antlers: The tail is alfo much longer than that
of the Stag, and its hair is brighter; in other refpeéts
they nearly refemble each other.

The horns of the Fallow-deer are fhed annually, like
thofe of the Stag; but they fall off later, and are renew-
ed nearly at the fame time. Their rutting feafon arrives
fifteen days or threc weeks after that of the Stag. The

































154 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

THE ARABIAN CAMEL, OR DROMEDARY,

(Camelus Dromedarins, Line—Le Diomedaire, Buff.)

Is common in Arabia and all the northern parts of Afyi-
ca, from the Mediterranean Sea to the river Niger ; and
is infinitely more numerous, and more generally diffufed,
than the Camel : It is alfo much f{wifter, and is therefore
chiefly employed on bufinefs which requires difpatch.

In Arabia, they are trained for running matches ; and,
in many places, for carrying couriers, who can go above .
a hundred miles a day on them, and that for nine or ten
days together, over burning and uninhabitable defarts.
They require neither whip nor fpur to quicken their
pace, but go freely, if gently treated ; and are much en-
livened by finging or the found of the pipe, which gives
them {pirits to purfue their journey.

They are mild and gentle at all times, except when
they are in heat: At that period shey are feized with a
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and, when weary, no blows can excite them to quicken
their pace. They neither defend themfelves with their _
feet nor their teeth. When angry, they have no other
method of revenging injuries, but by fpitting. They can
throw out their faliva to the diftance of ten paces; and
if it fall on the fkin it raifes an itching, accompanied
with a flight inflammation, Their flefh is eaten, and faid
to be as good as mutton.

Like the Camel, they have the faculty of abflaining °
long from water (fometimes four or five days) ; and, like
that animal, their food is coarfe and trifling. They are
neither allowed corn nor hay ; green herbage, of which
they eat very moderately, is fufficient for their nourifh-
ment.

The wild Lamas, called Guanacos, are flronger and
more active than the domeftic kind. They live in herds,
and inhabit the higheft regions of the Cordelieres. They
run with great f{wiftnefs in places of difficult accefs,
where dogs cannot _eafily follow them. The moft ufual
way of killing them is with the gun. They are hunted
for the fake of their flefh and their hair : Of the latter
the Indians make cloth.

The Lama refembles the Camel in the form of its bo-
dy, but is without the dorfal hunch: Its head is fmall
and well fhaped; its neck long, and very protuberant
near its junction with the body: In its domeftic ftate,
its hair is thort and fmooth ; when wild, it is coarfe and
long, of a yellowith colour: A black line runs along the
top of the back, from the ‘head to the tail. The tame
ones vary in colour: Some of them are white, others
black, others of a mixed colour—white, gray, and ruffet,
difperfed in fpots. Its tail is fhort: Its ears are four
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THE WILD-BOAR,

(Sus Aper, Lin.—Le Sanglier, Buff.)

WHicH is the original of 21l the varieties to be found in
this creature, is much fmaller than thofe of the domeftic
kind, and does not, like them, vary in colour, but is uni-
formly of a brinded or dark-gray, inclining to black.—
His fnout is longer than that of the tame Hog ; and his
cars are fhort, round, and black. He is armed with for-
midable tufks in each jaw, which ferve him for the dou-
ble purpofe of annoying his enemy, or procuring his food,
which is chiefly roots and vegetables : Some of thefe tufks
are almoft a foot long: Thofe in the upper jaw bend up-
wards in a circular form, and are exceedingly fharp at
the points ; thofe of the under jaw are always moft to be
dreaded, for with them the animal defends himfelf, and
frequently gives mortal wounds.
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THE COMMON BOAR,

(8ws Serofa, Lin—Le Cochon, Bufl)

Is, of all other demeftic quadrupeds, the moft filthy and
impure. Its form is clumfy and difgufting, and its ap-
petite gluttonous and exceffive.—In no inftance has Na-
ture more confpicuouily fhewn her ceconomy than in this
race of animals, whofe ftomachs are fitted to receive nu-
triment from a variety of things that would be otherwife
wafted : The refufe of the field, the garden, the barn, or
the kitchen, affords them a luxuriant repaft.

Ufelefs during life, and only valuable when deprived
of it, this animal has been fometimes compared to 2 mi-
fer, whofe hoarded treafures are of little value till death
has deprived them of their rapacious owner.

The parts of this animal are finely adapted to its mode
of living. Nature has given it a form more prone than
that of other animals. Its neck is ftrong and brawny ;
its fnout is long and callous, well calculated for the pur-
pofe of turning up the earth for roots of various kinds,
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SOW OF THE IMPROVED BREED.

By a mixture of the Chinefe black Swine with others
of the larger Britith breed, a kind has been produced
which pofleffes many qualities fuperior to either of the
original {tocks. They are very prolific, are fooner made
fat than the largerkind, upon lefs provifions, and cut up,
when killed, to more ufeful and convenient portions.

Our figure was taken from a Sow of this kind in the
pofleflion of Arthur Mowbray, Efq. of Sherburn, in the
county of Durham. She had a litter of nineteen pigs to
fupport at the time, which was the third within ten
months : The whole amounted, in that time, to fifty
pigs.

The Chinefe or black breed are Nnow very common in
England. - They are {maller, have fhorter legs, and their
flefh 1s whiter and fweeter than the common kind.

A kind fimilar to this were thofe found in New Gui-
nea, which proved fo feafonable a relief to our circum-
navigators, when that country was firft vifited by them.
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There are likewife great numbers of them in the Friend-
Iy and Society Ifles, the Marquefas, and many other of
the newly-difcovered iflands in the South Seas. Thefe
are fed with plantains, bread-fruit, and yams, and are
exceedingly fat. They are frequently feen by the na-
tives in their canoes, {wimming from one ifland to ano-
ther, and killed by them with lances and arrows.
Another breed of Swine has lately been introduced in-
to this kingdom, which is expected to rival or excel all
the others : The original ftock was produced from a Wild-
Boar brought from America, and a Sow of the improved
Chinefe breed. The Sows are extremely prolific, and
the colour of the pigs in general is moft fancifully diver-
fified ; fome are ftriped longitudinally, with brown and
black ;, others, brown and blue ; and others, with black
and white. The colour of the Boar was a rufty-brown.
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THE CHINESE KIND.

AN unceafing attention to improvement has produced
or new-modelled the Chinefe breed in this country to
what is deemed to be nearer perfection. The delicacy oft
appearance, the thin tranfparent ears, fmall head, fhort
{mall legs, and even the colour of the hair, are all confi-
dered as requifite qualities which ought to be attended to
in this kind. They are feldom fed for the fame purpofes
as the larger kinds of fwine, being accounted too fmall
for being dried into bacon ; but they are preferred as the
belt and moft delicate for pork and roafting pigs.

Our figure was taken from one of this defcription in
the pofleflion of Geo. Baker, Efq. of Elemore, in the
county of Durham.
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THE AFRICAN WILD-BOAR, OR WOOD.
SWINE,

(Sus Zithispicus, Lin~Sanglier du Cap Verd, Buff.)

L1ves in a wild, uncultivated ftate, in the hotteft parts of
Africa. It is a very vicious animal, and quick in all its
motions. It is as dangerous to attack one of them, as a
Lion : For, though much fmaller, it rufhes upon a man
as fwift as an arrow; and throwing him down before he
has time to ftrike with his javelin, breaks his legs, and
almoft at the fame inftant rip:-‘: up his belly.

It has four tufks: Two very large ones proceed from
the upper jaw, and turn upwards like a horn they are
nine inches long, and full five inches round at the bafe 5
the two other tufks, which come from the lower jaw,
project but three inches from the mouth. Thefe tufks
the animal makes ufe of as the dreadful inftruments of

his vengeance. He will attack a man on horfeback, if
L 4
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THE PECCARY, OR MEXICAN HOG,
(Sus Tajacu, Lin.)

InuaBITS the hotteft parts of South-America, where the
fpecies is very numerous: Herds, confifting of two or
three hundred, are fometimes to be feen together.—Tt i3
very fierce, and will fight foutly with beafts of prey,
when attacked by them. The Jaguar, or American Leo-~
pard, is its mortal enemy, and frequently lofes its life in
engaging a number of thefe animals. They affift cach
other, furround their enemies, and often come off victo-
rious. :

They live chiefly in mountainous places, and are not
fond of wallowing in the mire, like the common Hog.
They feed on fruits, roots, and feeds : They likewife eat
ferpents, toads, and lizards; and are very dexterous in
firit taking off the fkins with their fore feet and teeth.

The Peccary in appearance refembles the Hog, though,
fomewhat fimaller: Its body is covered with ftrong brif=
tles, which, when the creature is irritated, rife up like
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the prickles of a Hedgehog, and are nearly as ftrong ;
they are of a dufky colour, with alternate rings of white ;
acrofs the fhoulders to the breaft, there is a band of
white ; its head is fhort and thick; it has two tulks in
each jaw; its ears are fmall and ere@t; and inftead of a
tail, it has a fmall flefhy protuberance, which does not
cover its pofteriors. It differs moft effentially from the
Hog, in having a {mall orifice on the lower part of the
back, from whence a thin watery humour, of a moft dif-
agreeable fmell, flows very copioufly. In the Philofophi-
cal Tranfactions, Dr Tyfon has defcribed this orifice
very minutely, as well as fome other peculiarities in the
conformation of its ftomach and inteftines.

Like the Hog, the Peccary is very prolific. The
young ones, if taken at firft, are eafily tamed, and foon
lofe all their natural ferocity ; but can never be brought
to difcover any figns of attachment to thofe that feed
them. They do no mifchief, and may be allowed to run
about at pleafure. They feldom ftray far from home,
and return of their own accord. When angry, they
grunt like the Hog, but much ftronger and harfher ; and
when fuddenly alarmed, make a fharp noife with their
breath, and erect their briftles.

"The fleth of the Peccary, though drier and leaner than
that of our Hog, is by no means difagreeable, and may
be greatly improved by caftration. When killed, the
dorfal gland muft be immediately cut off. If this ope-
ration be deferred for the fpace of half an hour, the flefh
becomes utterly unfit to be eaten.

Although the European Hog is common in America,
~and in many parts has become wild, the Peccary has ne-
ver been known to breed with it. They frequently go
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THE BABIROUSSA,

(Sus .B'mér_praff‘-j?&, Lin.—Le Babirouffla, Buff.)

Tuovcu clafled by naturalifts with the Hog kind, differs
- from animals of that fpecies in a variety of particulars :
Its legs are longer, and its body more flender ; it is co-
vered with fhort hair as foft as wool, and of a dark-gray
colour, mixed with red; its ears are fhort and pointed ;
its tail is long, tufted at the end, and twifted. Its moft
diftinguifhing characeriftic confifts in four large tufks,
the two ftouteft of which proceed, like thofe of the Wild-
Boar, from the under jaw, pointing upwards, and ftand-
ing near eight inches out of the fockets; the two others
rife up like horns on the outfide of the upper jaw, jult
above the nofe, and extend in a curve above the eyes,
almoit touching the forehead, and are twelve inches in
length. Thefe tufks are of the moft beautiful vory, but
not fo hard"as thofe of the Flephant.

The Babirouffa abounds in feveral of the iflands of the

V.

-






174  HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS,

THE LONG-NOSED TAPIIR,

(Hippopotamus Tervefiris, Lin—Le T apir, Buff.)

Is the Hippopotamus of the new world, and has by fome
authors been miftaken for that animal. It inhabits the
woods and rivers on the eaftern fide of South-America,
from the ifthmus of Darien to the river of the Amazons.
—It is a folitary animal, fleeps during the day, and goes
out in the night in fearch of food; lives on grafs, fu-
gar-canes, and fruits. If difturbed, it takes to the water,
fwims with great eafe, or plunges to the bottom ; and,
like the Hippopotamus, walks there as on dry ground.

It is about the fize of a fmall Cow: Its nofe is long
and flender, and extends far beyond the lower jaw, form-
ing a kind of probofcis, which it can contract or extend
at pleafure ; each jaw is furnifhed with ten cutting teeth,
and as many grinders; its ears are fmall and ere@t ; its
body formed like that of a Hog; its back arched ; legs
fhort ; and hoofs, of which it has four upon each foot,
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{mall, black, and hollow ; its tail is very fmall; its hair
fhort, and of a dufky-brown colour.

The Tapiir is mild and inoffenfive, avoids all hoftilities
with other animals, and flies from every appearance of
danger. Its fkin, of which the Indians make bucklers, is
very thick; and, when dried, is fo hard as to refift the
impreflion of an arrow. The natives eat its flefh, which
is faid to be very good. '

THE RHINOCEROS.

(Rbingceros Unicornis, Ijn:—-Réfmm}, Buft.)

WEe are indebted to the labours of many learned and
ingenious naturalifts for accurate defcriptions of this
wonderful creature, which in fize is only exceeded by
‘the Elephant, and in ftrength and power is inferior to no
other animal. Bontius fays, that in the bulk of its body

it equals the Elephant, but is lower only on account of
the fhortnefs of its legs.
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THE TWO-HORNED RHINOCEROS.

(Rbinsceros Bicornisy Lin.)

Wz have given the figure of this hitherto undefcribed
animal from Mr Sparrman, whofe authenticity there is
every rcafon to depend upon, and who has given a moft
exact anatomical defcription of it. Of two that were
thot, he only mentions the fize of the fmaller of themj
which was eleven feet and a half long, feven feet high,
and twelve in circumference. Its fkin was without any
folds, and of an afh colour; excepting.about the groin,
where it was flefh-coloured : The furface was fcabrous
and knotty, of a clofe texture, and, when dry, extremely
hard. There were no hairs on any part of the body, ex-
cept the edges of the ears and the tip of the tail, on
which were a few dark briftly hairs, about an inch long.

M 2
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The horns are placed one behind the other, in a line
with the nofe: The foremoft of them meafures about
cighteen inches in length, and is always the larger of the
two. They are of a conical fhape, and the tips incline a
little backward 5 the lower parts are rough, and feem as
if compofed of thm'n}r fibres; the upper parts are fmooth
and plain, like thofe of an Ox. It is remarkable, that
the Rhinoceros makes ufe of the fhorter horn only for
the purpofe of digging up roots, of which its food chiefly
confifts, being endued with the power of turning the
larger horn on one fide out of the way.—The fect are
round, and do not fpread much; there are three hoofs on
each of them, which prcje& but little ; the middle one
is the longeft. .

The eyes of this animal are fmall, and funk into its
head ; in confequence of which it fees indiftin@tly. But
its organs of hearing and fmelling are very acute: At the
lealt noife, the creature takes the alarm, pricks up its
cars, and liftens with great attention: If it happen to
catch the feent of any perfon within a fmall diftance, it
ruthes out with aftonifhing rapidity ; and it is difficult to
avoid the impetuous attack of this powerful animal.

It has been generally faid of the Rhinoceros, that its
tongue is {o hard and rough, as to take away the {kin and
flefh wherever it licks any perfon that has unfortunately
fallen a victim to its fury. Mr Sparrman fays, however, -
that he thruft his hand into the mouth of one that had
juft been fhot, and found the tongue perfectly foft and
fmooth.—TFrom the account of its inteftines, given us by
the fame ingenious author, we fhall juft mention the fol-
lowing, which will enable our readers to form a more
perfect idea of its enormous bulk :—The ftomach was
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four feet in length, and two in diameter ; to which was
annexed a tube or canal, twenty-eight feet long, and fix
inches diameter ; the kidnies were a foot and a half in
breadth ; the heart was a foot and a half lnéing,':m& near-
ly the fame in breadth ; the liver, when meafured from
right to left, was found to be three feet and a half in
breadth, and two feet and a half deep, as it hangs in the
animal’s body when in a flandiag pofition’: It had’ no
gall-bladder,” in which it refembles the Horfe. Upon
Dpt‘.l,i]'&'.l_gﬂ.ﬂ_{l_ﬂ ftomach, the contents of it were found to
confift of roots and fmall branches of trees maflicated,
fome of which were as big as the end of a man’s finger ;
in the mafs there appeared a great quantity of fucculent
plants, as well as fome that were harfh and prickly : The
efluvium arifing from this mafs was fo far from being
offenfive, that it diffufed around a very ftrong and not
difagreeable aromatic odour. = We fhall conclude this ac-
count b_}f obferving, that the cavity which contained the
brains was fmall, being only fix inches long, and four
high, and of an oval fhape: Being filled with peafe, it
was found to contain barely one quart; a human fkull,
meafured at the fame time, did not require much lefs
than three pints to fll it.
















186 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

THE ELEPHANT.

(Elephas Maximus, Lin.—L’Elephant, Buff.)

Or all the creatures that have hitherto been taken into
the fervice of man, the Elephant is pre-eminent in the
fize and ftrength of his body, and inferior to none in fa-
gacity and obedience.

From time immemorial this animal has been employed
either for the purpofes of labour, of war, or of oftenta-
tious parade; to increafe the grandeur of eaftern. princes,
extend their power, or enlarge their dominions.

The Elephant is a native of Afia and Africa, and is
not to be found in its natural ftate either in Europe or
America. From the river Senegal to the Cape of Good
Hope, they are met with in great numbers. In this ex-
tenfive region, as they are more numerous than in any
other part of the world, fo are they lefs fearful of man.
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tlenefs, towards his mafter. When he fpeaks, the ani-
mal regards him with an eye of mildnefs and attention.
—His ears are very large, and much longer, in propor-
tion to his body, than thofe of the Afs: They lie flat on
the head, and are commonly pendulous ; but he can raife
and move them with great facility, and frequently ufes
them as a fan to cool himfelf, or defend his eyes from
duft and infecs. His hearing is likewife remarkably
fine ; for he delights in the found of mufical inftruments,
and moves in cadence to the trumpet and tabor.—There
arc four grinders in each jaw, clofely united together ;
forming, with the jaw-bone, one hard and compaét body.
One of thefe grinders fometimes meafures nine inches
broad, and weighs four pounds and a half. The texture
of the fkin is uneven, wrinkled, and knotty ; full of deep
fiffures, nearly refembling the bark of an old oak tree,
which run in all diretions over its furface. It is of a
tawny colour, inclining to citron. 1In the fiffures there
are fome briftly hairs, which are alfo thinly fcattered
over the body. The legs refemble mafly columns, of
fifteen or eighteen inches diameter, and from five to fix
feet high. The foot is thort, and divided into five toes,
covered with the fkin, fo as not to be vifible, To each
toe there is affixed a nail or hoof, of a horny fubftance.
The molt remarkable feature of the Elephant is his
trunk or probofcis, which is compofed of membranes,
nerves, and mufcles. It is both an organ of feeling and
of motion. The animal can not only move and bend it,
but can contrad, lengthen, and turn it in every dire@ion.
The extremity of the trunk terminates in a protuberance,
which ftretches out on the upper fide in the form of a
fmger, and poflefles in a great degree the nicenefs and
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have been fo frequently found in a foflil fate in various
parts of the world. Some years ago, two great grinding-
teeth, and part of the tufk of an Elephant, were difco-
vered, at the depth of forty-two yards, in a lead mine,
m Flhintfhire, lying in a bed of gravel: The grinders
were almoft as perfect as if they had been juft taken
from the living animal; the tufk was much decayed, and
very foft.—Near the banks of many rivers in Siberia,
large tufks and teeth have been frequently dug up, which
were formerly attributed to a creature called the Mam-
mouth ; but they are now univerfally believed to have be-
longed to the Elephant. The molares or grinders are
perfecily the fame with thofe of the prefent race; but
both they and the tufks are much larger: Some of the
latter have been known to weigh four hundred pounds;
and grinders, of the weight of twenty-four pounds, have
not unfrequently been difcovered. One of thefe was
taken from a fkeleton of the fame head in which the
tulks were found: And as the ivory of the latter was
in_every refpect the fame as that generally known, and
made ufe of for the purpofes of ufeful and ornamental
works, we cannot deny our affent to the opinion of thofe
who fuppofe them: to have been once parts of the animal
we have juft deferibed.—Tulks of a prodigious fize,
teeth, jaw-bones, thigh-bones, and vertebrz, have like-
wife been frequently found on the banks of the river -
Ohio, in America, five or fix feet beneath the furface.
Some of the tulks are near feven feet long; one foot
nine- inches in circumference at the bafe, and one foot
near the point. They differ from thofe of- the Elephant,
in having a larger twift or fpiral curve towards the fmall
end. There is a ftill greater difference in the form of
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the grinders, which are made like thofe of a carnivorous
animal, not flat and ribbed tran{verfely on their furface,
like thofe of an Elephant, but furnithed with a double
row of high and conic projections, as if intended to mai-
ticate, not grind, their food. Specimens of thele tecth
and bones are depofited in the Britith Mufeum, that of
the Royal Society, and in the cabinet of the late inge-
nious Dr Hunter. Thefe foflil bones are alfo found in
Peru and in the Brazils.——As yet, the living animal
has evaded the fearch of the curious naturalift ; but it is
not improbable, that it may exift in fome of thofe remote
parts of that vaft continent, yet unpenetrated by Euro-
peans. |
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THE LION,

(felis Leo, Lin—Le Lion, Buff.)

Is eminently diftinguithed from the reft, as well in fize
and ftrength, as by his large and flowing mane.

This animal is produced in Africa, and the hotteft
parts of Afia. Tt is found in thie greateft numbers in the
fcorched and defolate regions of the torrid zone, in the
defarts of Zaara and Biledulgerid, and in all the interior
parts of the vaft continent of Africa. In thefe defart re-
gions, from whence mankind are driven by the rigorous
heat of the climate, this animal reigns fole mafter: Its
difpofition feems to partake of the ardour of its native
foil : Inflamed by the influence of a burning fun, its rage
is moft tremendous, and its courage undaunted. Happi-

N4
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ing the gentleman was awakened by an unufual noife in
his room, and, drawing his curtains, he perceived it to
proceed from the Lion, which was growling over the bo-
dy of the unhappy man, whom it had juft killed, and had
feparated his head from his body. The terror and con-
fufion of the gentleman may be eafily conceived: He
flew out of the room ; and, with the aflitance of fome
people, had the animal fecured from deing further mif-
chief.

As the paflions of this animal are ftrong, and its appe-
tites vchement, we ought not to prefume that the im-
preflions of education will always be fufliciently power-
ful. It muft be dangerous, therefore, to f{uffer it to re-
main too long without food, or to perfilt in irritating
or abufing it.

However, numberlefs accounts affure us, that the an-
ger of the Lion is noble, its courage magnanimous, and
its temper fufeeptible of grateful impreffions. It has
been often feen to defpife weak and contemptible ene-
mies, and even to pardon their infults, when it was in
its power to punifh them: It has been known to fpare
the life of an animal that was thrown to be devoured by
it, to live in habits of perfect cordiality with it, to fhare
its fubfiftence, and even to give it a preference where its

rtion of food was fcanty. .

The form of the Lion is ftrikingly bold and majeftic :
His large and fhaggy mane, which he can ere@ at plea-
fure, furrounding his awful front; his huge eye-brows ;
his round and fiery eye-balls, which, upon the leaft irri-
tation, feem to glow with peculiar luftre ; together with
the formidable appearance of his teeth,—exhibit a pic-
ture of terrific grandeur, which no words can deferibe.
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room to conjecture, that commixture may be one great
caufe of producing the flight differences obfervable in
them.—If we regard the figure and diverfity of the ipots,
we fhall find many varietics not taken notice of by na-
turalifts ; if we be led to judge by the fize, we thall find
an almoft imperceptible gradation from the Cat to the
Tiger. It would be vain, therefore, to make as many
varieties in thefe animals, as we fee differences in fpots

or ftature : It will be fufficient to point out the moft ge-
neral diftinétions.
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THE PANTHER,

(Felis Pardus, Lin.—La Panthere, Buff.)

Is next in fize to the Tiger, and has, by many natural-
ifts, been miftaken for that animal.—Its hair is {hort and
{fmooth ; and, inftead of being ftreaked like the Tiger, is
beautifully marked on the back, fides, and flanks, with
black fpots, difpofed in circles, from four to five in each,
with a fingle fpot in the center; on the face, breaft, and
legs, the fpots are fingle: The colour of the body on the
back and fides is yellow, deep on the back, and paler to-
wards the belly, which is white: Its ears are fhort and
pointed ; its eye is reftlefs ; and its whole afpe&t fierce
and cruel. : ) T

It is an untameable animal, and inhabits Africay from
Barbary to the remoteft parts of Guinea.

Its manner of taking its prey is the fame with that of
the Tiger,—always by furprize, either lurking in thick-
ets, or creeping on its belly till it comes within reach.
When prefled with hunger, it attacks every living crea-
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The fcent of the Ounce is not fo fine as that of the
Dog. It neither follows animals by their foot, nor is it
able to overtake them in a continued chafe: It Lunts
folely by the eye, and makes only a few fprings at its
prey. It is fo nimble, as to clear a ditch or a wall of
many fect. It often climbs trees to watch animals that
are paffing, and fuddenly darts upon them.

It is fuppofed to be the Lefer Panther of Oppian, and
the Panthera of Pliny.

THE JAGUAR,

(Felis Onca, Lin.-—.Le-}’agmr, Buff)

Is the moft formidable animal of the new continent, ra-
ther larger than the Panther, with hair of a bright-tawny
colour. The top of the back is marked with long ftripes
of black ; the fides beautifully variegated with irregular
oblong fpots, open in the middle; the tail not fo long as
that of the Qunce; and irregularly marked with large
black fpots. |
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THE BLACK-TIGER,

(Le Cougar noir, Buff.)

Drreers from the former chiefly in the colour, which is
dufky, fometimes fpotted with black, but generally plain.
The throat, belly, and infide of the legs, are of a pale-
afh colour; the upper lip white, covered with long whif-
kers: Above each eye it has very long hairs; and at the
corner of the mouth a black fpot: Its paws are white
and its ears fharp and pointed.

It grows to the fize of a heifer of a jear old, and has
great ftrength in its limbs. ‘

It inhabits Brazil and Guiana, is a cruel and fierce
animal, much dreaded by the Indians; but fortunately
the fpecies is not numerous.

M. de la Borde, in his defeription of thefe animals,
fays, that they frequent the fea-fhore, and eat the eggs
depofited there by the turtles. They likewife eat cai-
mans or alligators, lizards, and fifes, and fometimes












HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. a1

and habits, living on fmall animals, birds, &c.—Tt is very
wild, and cannot eafily be brought under fubjection.

Its colours vary, though they are generally fuch as
have been deferibed.

It is common in Guiana, Brazil, and various parts of
South-America.

It is called the Cayenne Cat, and is not fo frequent in
temperate as in warm climates.

In taking a furvey of this beautiful race of animals, we
are unavoidably led to obferve, that much remains for
the laborious refearches.of the natural hiftorian, before a
complete actount ‘can be made out of the various kinds
of which it is compofed.—Several fpecies are frequently
found in the Eaft-Indies, in the woods near the Cape of
Good Hope, and on the continent of America; but in
general thefe have been fo negligently or fo injudicioufly
mentioned, as to render it impoflible to form a perfect
defcription of them.——A good hiftory of thefe animals
is one of the many defiderata of the naturalift s but when
we confider the great diftance which moft of this fero-
cious tribe obferve in their feparation from mankind, and
the dangers that muft be encountered in approaching
their folitary habitations, we' are obliged to lament that
this defirable object is not likely to be foon accomplifhed.
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THE WILD-CAT.

(Felis Catusy Lin—Le Chat fauvage, Buff.)

Tae hiftory of this animal is fo intimately connedted
with that of the common or domeftic kind, that we fhall
include our account of both under one general head, and
defcribe them as conftituting the fame fpecies.

The domeftic Cat, if {uffered to efcape into the woods,
becomes wild,- and lives on fmall birds and fuch other
game as it can find there ; it likewife breeds with the
wild one. It is no uncommon thing for females of the
tame fpecies to quit their houfes during the time they are
in feafon, go in queft of male Wild-Cats, and return
to the fame habitations impregnated by them. It is by
this means that fome of our domeftic Cats fo perfectly
refemble thofe of the wild breed.

The hair of the Wild-Cat is foft and fine, of a pale-
yellow colour, mixed with gray; a dufky lift runs along
the middle of the back, from head to tail; the fides are
ftreaked with gray, pointing from the back downwards ;
the tail is thick, and marked with alternate bars of black
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THE DOMESTIC CAT

Dirrers from the Wild-Cat, in being fomewhat lefs;
and, inftead of being uniformly the fame, is diftinguifh-
ed by a great variety of fhades and colouring.

To defcribe an animal fo well known, might feem a
fuperfluous tafk : We fhall only, therefore, feleét fuch of
its peculiarities as are leaft obvious, and may have efca-
pe:!' the notice of inattentive obfervers,

It is generally remarked, that Cats can fee in the dark;
but, though this is not abfolutely the cafe, yet it is cer-
tain that they can fee with much lefs light than moft
other animals, owing to the peculiar ftruure of their
eyes, the pupils of which are capable of being contraéted
or dilated in proportion to the degree of light by which
they are affected. The pupil of the Cat, during the day,
is perpetually contradted ; and it is with difficulty that it
can fee by a {trong light : But in the twilight, the pupil

Pg :
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and fecing, fhould be a good moufer, have its claws
whole, and, if a female, be a careful nurfe: If it failed
in any of thefe good qualities, the feller was to forfeit to
the buyer the third part of its value.—If any one fhould
fleal or kill the Cat that guarded the Prince’s granary, he
was either to forfeit a milch ewe, her fleece and lamb,
or as much wheat as, when poured on the Cat fufpended
by its tail (its head touching the floor), would form a
heap high enough to cover the tip of the former.—From
hence we may conclude, that Cats were not originally
natives of thefe iflands ; and, from the great care taken
to improve and preferve the breed of this prolific creature,
- we may fuppofe, were but little known at that period.—
‘Whatever credit we may allow to the circumftances of
the well-known ftory of Whittington and his Cat, it is
another proof of the great value fet upon this animal in

former times.
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bourhood, with three young ones, out of the carcafe of a
Wolf that had been hung on a tree by the hind feet.
"The Wolf was almoft entirely putrefied ; and the Weafel
had made a neft of leaves and herbage for her young in
the thorax of the putrid carcafe,

THE STOAT.

(Muftela Erminea, Line—Le Rgfelet, Buff.)

THEe difference in fhape between this animal and the
Wealel is fo fmall, that they have frequently been de-
feribed under the fame denomination; the {mall Stoat _
being fometimes miftaken for a Weafel.

Its length is about ten inches; the tail five inches and
a half, very hairy, and tipt with black at the end; the
edges of the ears, and ends of the toes, are of a yellow-
th-white: In other refpels, it perfedtly refembles the
Weafel in colour as well as form.
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THE FERRET,

(Muftla Furo, Lin,—Le Furet, Buff.)

Is only kitown to us in a kind of domeftic ftate.—It is
originally a native of Africa; from whence, according to
Strabe, it was brought into Spain; and, from its known
enmity to the Rabbit, was made ufe of to reduce the num-
bers of them with which that kingdom abounded. It has
fince been employed for the fame purpofe in various parts
of Europe; but as it is not able to bear the feverity of
a cold climate, it cannot fubfift without great care and
fhelter. It is ufually kept in a box, with wool ; of which
it makes itfelf a warm bed. It fleeps a great part of the
day; and the moment it awakes, feems eager for its
food, which is commonly bread and milk. _

It breeds twice a year. The female goes fix weeks
with young. Some of them devour their offspring as
foon as they are brought forth; when they immediately
come in feafon again, and have three litters, which gene~












252 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

THE FOUMART,

(Muftela Putorius, Lin.—Le Putoisy Buff.)

So called from its offenfive fmell, as well as to diftin-
guifh it from the Martin, to which it bears a ftrong re-
femblance. It is likewife called the Polecat, or Fitchet.

Its length is about feventeen inches, exclufive of the
tail, which is fix inches; its eyes are fmall, very bril-
liant, and, when the animal is irritated or afraid, fhine in
the dark with fingular luftre 3 its ears are fhort, broad,
and tipt with white on their edges; it is white about the
mouth ; the reft of the body is for the moft part of a
deep-chocolate colour; the fides are covered with hairs
of two colours; the ends being dark like the reft of the
body, and the middle of a full tawny colour,

The fhape of the Foumart, like all others of this ge-
nus, is long and flender, the nofe fharp-pointed, and the
. legs fhort; the toes are long, and the claws fharp. It is
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It is found in Turkey, Syria, and Spain.—We are told
by Belon, that he faw Genets in the houfes at Conftan-
tinople as tame as Cats; and that they were ufeful to the
inhabitants in deftroying Rats, Mice, and other vermin.

It is a moft beautiful, cleanly, and ipduftrious animal,
and very ative in purfuing its prey. Its nature is mild
and gentle, its colours. beautifully variegated, and its fur
valuable. Upon the whole, it feems to be one of thofe
animals that, with proper care and attention, might be-
come a ufeful addition to our ftock of domeftic quadru-
peds.
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THE ZIBET,

(Le Zibet, Bufl)

Is fo fimilar to the Civet, as to be confidered by fome
authors as only a variety of that animal ; and it muft be
allowed, that they have many eflential relations, both
in their external and internal ftruéture ; but they differ
from each other by fuch diftinguithing charaeriftics,
as entitle them to be regarded as two diftinét fpecies.
The ears of the Zibet are larger and more erect; and its
muzzle is thinner and flatter: Its body is longer than
that of the Civet; and its tail, which is longer, is mark-
ed with annular fpots, like that of the Genet : It has no
mane or long hair on the neck and fpine; and its hair
is fhorter and fofter.

The perfume of the Zibet is peculiarly violent and
piercing, beyond that of either the Civet or the Genet.—
This odorous liquor is found in a fiffure near the organs
of generation. It is a thick humour, of the confiftence
of pomatum; and, though very ftrong, is agreeable,
even as it iffues from the body of the animal.—This mat-

S
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ter of the Zibet muit not be confounded with mufk,
which is a fanguinous humour, derived from a fpecies
of the Roe-buck, or Goat without Horns* ; and has
nothing in common with the Zibet, but its ftrong per-
fume.

THE SURICATE, OR FOUR-TOED WEASEL,

Is rather lefs than the Rabbit; it pretty much refem-
bles the Ichneumon, both in fize and in the colour of its
hair ; only it is rougher, and its tail is not quite fo long.
Its upper jaw is much longer than the lower, and very
pliant and moveable. It has only four toes on each foot.

One of them, in the poffefion of M. de Seve, was ob-
{erved fometimes to walk on its hind legs, and frequent-
ly to fit upright, with its fore feet hanging down on its
breaft.

"The Suricate is carnivorous, and preys on {mall ani-
mals. It is fond of fith, and {till more fo of eggs. Like
the Squirrel, it makes ufe of its fore paws to convey its
vituals to its mouth. In drinking, it laps like a Dﬂg;,
but will not drink water, except when it is warm.

* Sce page 1135.
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That kept by M. de Seve was extremely playful and
familiar, knew its own name, and would return at a call,
What was remarkable, it feemed to have an averfion to
particular perfons, whom it would always bite on their
approaching it: Some people were fo difagrecable to it,
that even when reftrained, it would make ufe of feveral
artifices to come near enough to bite them ; and when it
could not lay hold of their legs, would fly at their fhoes
or petticoats, 'When difcontented, it makes a noife like
the barking of a whelp; and when pleafed or carefled,
would utter a found like the thaking of a rattle,

THE RATEL,

Descrieep by Mr Pennant under the name of the Fizz-
lery is a native of the Cape of Good Hope. It lives chief-
ly upon honey, and is endowed with a wonderful faculty
of difcovering the fecret retreats where the bees depofit
their ftores. About fun-fet, the Ratel is particularly at-
tentive in watching the motions of thefe induftrious in-
fects ; and, having obferved theijr route, it follows with
great care the direélion in which they fly. It is fre-
S2
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quently aflifted in difcovering its delicious booty by a
bird called the Honey Guide, (cuculus indicator ) which
is extremely fond both of hﬂne].r and the eggs of bees;
and, in the purfuit of its food, excites the attention of
the Ratel by a loud grating cry of cherr, cherr, cherr ; at
the {fame time flying flowly on towards the place where
the fwarm of bees have taken up their abode. The Ra-
tel follows the found with great attention; and having
plundered the neft, leaves fuflicient behind it as a reward
for the fervices of its faithful guide. The Ratel is well
adapted to this purpofe, as the toughnefs and thicknefs
of its fkin effectually defends it from the ftings of the
bees. On this account, it is not eafily killed; for its
fkin is {o loofely attached to its body, that when feized
by a hound, it gives way, and the animal has an opportu-
nity of turning round, and biting its affailant, which it
frequently does fo feverely, as to oblige him to defift.

The Ratel, according to Mr Pennant, is two feet long
from the nofe to the tail, which is eight inches ; its legs
are fhort; on each foot it has four toes, armed with long
claws ; thofe on the fore feet are above an inch long, and
very fharp; its tongue is rough; it has no ear-laps; the
orifice of the ear is wide, and furrounded by a callous
rim; a broad ftripe, of an afh-colour, extends along the
back from the forehead to the tail, which is feparated
from the black hair on the fides and belly by a light-gray
lit running from behind each ear to the tail. It bur-
rows in holes under ground, is faid to be very fetid, and
is called the Stinking Badger by M. de la Caille.
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THE COATI, OR BRAZILIAN WEASEL,

(Viverra Nafua, Lin.—Le Coatiy Buff.)

Has fome refemblance to the Bear in the length of its
hind legs, in the form of its feet, in the bufhinefs of its
hair, and in the ftructure of its paws. It is fmall. Its
tail is long, and variegated with different colours; its
upper jaw is much longer than the lower, and very pli-
ant; its ears are rounded; its hair is fmooth, foft, and
glofly, of a bright-bay colour; and its breaft is whitifh.
Linnzus defcribes one of them, which he kept a con-
fiderable time, and in vain attempted to bring into fub-
jection. It was very obftinate and capricious. It killed
the poultry, tore off their heads, and fucked their blood.
It defended itfelf with great force whenever any perfon
attempted to lay hold of it contrary to its inclination ;
and it ftuck faft to the legs of thofe with whom it was
familiar, when it wanted to ranfack their pockets, and
carry off any thing that it found in them, Tt had an ex.
S 3
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and marked with alternate rings of black and white ; its
feet and toes are black,

The Raccoon is very active and nimble. Its claws,
which are extremely fharp, enable it to climb trees with
great facility. It moves forward chiefly by bounding;
and, though it proceeds in an oblique direction, runs ve«
ry {wiftly. .

When tamed, it is good-natured and fportive; but is
almoft conftantly in motion, and as unlucky and inqui-
fitive as a Monkey, examining every thing with its paws,
which it makes ufe of as hands to lay hold of any thing
that is given it, and to carry its meat to its mouth, It
fits up to eat, is extremely fond of fweet things and
{trong liquors, with which it will get exceffively drunk.
It has all the cunning of the Fox, is very deftructive of
poultry, but will eat all forts of fruits, grain, and roots.
It has a pﬂcuifar method of dipping every thing in water
it intends to eat, and will feldom tafte bread till it be
well foaked. It opens oyfters with aftonifhing dexterity,
feparates the thells, and leaves not a veftige of the fifh.
It does this without looking at the oyfter, but places it
under its hind paws, and with its fore feet fearches for
the weakeft part, where it fixes. its claws, forces it open,
and fnatches out the fifh. It likewife devours all kinds
of infeéls, delights in hunting fpiders, and, when at li-
berty in a garden, will eat grathoppers, fuails, worms,
&c. It is very cleanly, and always retires to obey the
calls of Nature. It is familiar, and even carefling, leaps
upon thofe it is fond of, plays fportively, and moves u-
bout with great agility.

This animal is hunted for its fkin, which is next in va.
lue to that of the Beaver for making hats,
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THE BADGER.

(Urfus Meles, Lin—Le Blaireau, oy Taifon, Buff)

AvrtHoucH Nature has furnithed this animal with for-
midable weapons of offence, and has befides given it
ftrength fufficient to ufe them with great effec, it is
notwithftanding very harmlefs and inoffenfive ; and, un-
lefs attacked, employs them only for its fupport.

The Badger retires to the moft fecret recefles ; where
it digs its hole, and forms its habitation under ground.—
Its food confifts chiefly of roots, fruits, grafs, infects, and
frogs. It is charged with deftroying Lambs and Rabbits,
but there feems to be no other reafon to confider it as a
beaft of prey, than the analogy between its teeth and
thofe of carnivorous animals.

Few creatures defend themfelves better, or bite with
greater keennefs, than the Badger. On that account it
15 frequently baited with Dogs trained for that purpofe.
This inhuman diverfion is chiefly confined to the idle and
the vicious, who take a cruel pleafure in feeing this



282 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

harmlefs animal furrounded by its enemies, and defend-
ing itfelf from their attacks, which it does with aftonifh-
ing agility and fuccefs. Its motions are fo quick, that a
Dog is frequently defperately wounded in the firlt mo-
ment of affault, and obliged to fly. The thicknefs of the
Badger’s fkin, and the length and coarfenefs of its hair,
are an excellent defence againft the bites of the Dogs:
Its fkin is fo loofe, as to refift the impreflions of their
teeth, and give the animal an opportunity of turning it-
felf round, and wounding its adverfaries in their tender-
cft parts. In this manner this fingular creature is able to
refift repeated attacks both of men and dogs, from all
quarters ; till, being overpowered with numbers, and en-
feebled by many defperate wounds, it is at laft obliged to
{ubmit.

The Badger is an indolent animal, and fleeps much.
It confines itfelf to its hole during the whole day, and
feeds only in the night. It is fo cleanly, as never to de-
file its habitation with its ordure. It breeds only once in
a year, and brings forth four or five at a time,

It is not known to exift in warm countries. It is an
original native of the temperate climates of Europe; and
is found, without any variety, in Spain, France, Italy,
Germany, Britain, Poland, and Sweden.

'The ufual length of the Badger is fomewhat above two
feet, exclufive of the tail, which is about fix inches long 5
its eyes are fmall, and are placed in a black ftripe, which
begins behind the ears, and runs tapering towards the
nofe ; the throat and legs are black ; the back, fides, and
tail, are of a dirty-gray, mixed with black; the legs and
feet are very fhort, ftrong, and thick; each foot confifts
of five toes; thofe on the fore feet are armed with ftrong
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claws, well adapted for digging its fubterranean habita-
tion.

In walking, the Badger treads on its whole heel, like
the Bear; which brings its belly very near the ground.

Immediately below the tail, between that and the a-
nus, there is a narrow tranfverfe orifice, from whence a
white fubftance, of a very fetid fmell, conftantly exudes.

The fkin, when drefled with the hair on, is ufed for
piftol furniture.—Its fleth is eaten: The hind quarters
are fometimes made into hams, which, when cured, are
not inferior in goodnefs to the beft bacon.—The hairs
are made into brufhes, which are ufed by painters to
foften and harmonife their fhades.
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THE SAND-BEAR,

WE have given the figure of this animal, drawn from
cne kept in the Tower ; of which we have not been able
to obtain any further defeription, than its being fome-
what lefs than the Badger, almoft without hair, extremely
{enfible of cold, and burrows in the ground. From thefe
circumftances, as well as from the ftriking fimilarity of
its figure to that of the Badger, we are inclined to think
it 1s a variety of that animal, mentioned by naturalifts
under the name of the Sow-Badger,

Its colour is a yellowifh-white : Its eyes are finall ; and
its head thicker than that of the common Badger: Its
Jegs are fhort; and on each foot there are four toes, arm-
ed with fharp white claws.

M. Briffon deferibes a white Badger, from New-York,
fo fimilar to this, that we fufpect it to be the fame fpe-
cies.
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THE WOLVERINE, OR GLUTTON.

(Muftela Guloy Lin.—Le Glutton, Buff.)

THis voracious animal is found in all the countries
bordering on the Northern Ocean, both in Europe and
Afia: It is likewife common in Canada, the country a-
bout Hudfon’s Bay, and other parts of North-America ;
where it is known by the name of the Careajon. .

It has been varioufly defcribed by naturalifts. We
have feleCted the account given by M. Buffon, which
was taken from a living one in his pofleflion. Its length,
from the nofe to the infertion of the tail, was two feet
two inches ; the tail eight inchesqlﬂng; the length of the
fore legs was eleven inches, and the hind ones twelve ; it
had five toes on each foot, armed with long fharp claws ;
the middle claw of the fore foot was one inch and a half

long ; the muzzle, as far as the eye-brows, was black ; -

its eyes were fmall and black, and its ears fhort; its
breaft and under jaw were fpotted with white ; the back,

legs, belly, and tail,_ were black.—During its confine- .

ment, it did not difcover fymptoms of great ferocity. It
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THE BROWN BEAR.

(Uifus cauda abrupta, Lin.—L’Ours, Buff.)

THERE are two principal varieties of the Bear,—the
brown and the black. The former is found in almoft eve-
ry climate, the black Bear chiefly in the forefts of the
northern regions of Europe and America.

The brown Bear is fometimes carnivorous; but its ge-
neral food is roots, fruits, and vegetables.

It is a favage and folitary animal, lives in defart and
unfrequented places, and chufes its den in the moit
dangerous and inacceffible precipices of u:nfr;:quented
mountains. It retires alone to its den about the end of
autumn, (at which time it is exceedingly fat) and lives
for feveral weeks in a ftate of total inativity and abfti-
nence from food.—During this time, the female brings
forth her young, and fuckles them. She chufes her re-
treat for that purpofe, in the moft retired places, apart
from the male, left he fhould devour them. She makes
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the oil is faid to be of great ufe in foftening fwellings
proceeding from {prains.

Great numbers are killed annually in America for the
fake of their fkins, which form a confiderable article of
COmMMeErce.

The Bear was once an inhabitant of this ifland, and
was included in the ancient laws and regulations refpeét-
ing beafts of chafe.—Long after their extirpation, they
were imported for the cruel purpofe of baiting them,
which at that time was a favourite amufement of our an-
ceftors. We find it, in Queen Eli?a.heth’s days, among
the various entertainments prepared for her Majefty on
her vifit at Kenilworth.
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We have here given a faithful reprefentation, drawn
from the life, of an animal which has hitherto efeaped
the obfervations of natutaliffs.—Tts features and leading
characters feem to be fo ftrong, as to leave no room for
doubt with refpet to its rank in thes animal creation :
And, from the ftriking correfpondence of parts obferva-
ble between it and the common Bear, we are induced to
difpofe of them in the fame clafs. We are the more
confirmed in this opinion, from-an attentive examination
of its difpofition and manners ; notwithftanding, it feems
to differ in fome of thofe charateriftics which have been
pointed out by naturalifts as the gaides to regular and
fyftematic arrangement,

Its body is covered with a leng, rough, and fhaggy
coat of hair, which gives it, when lying down, the ap-
pearance of a rude and fhapelefs mafs; on the top of its
back, the hair, which is twelve inches long, rifes up like

T3
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THE POLAR OR GREAT WHITE BEAR,

(Urfus Albus, Lin—L’Ours Blane, BufT.)

D1FrERs greatly from the common Bear in the length of
its head and neck, and grows_to above twice the fize.
Some of them are thirteen feet long.—Its limbs are of
great fize and ftrength ; its hair long, harfh and difagree-
able to the touch, and of a yellowifh-white colour ; its
cars are {hort and rounded ; and its teeth large,

It inhabits only the coldeft parts of the globe, and has
been found above latitude 8o, as far as navigators have
penetrated northwards. Thefe mhni'pntablc regions feem
adapted to its fullen nature,

Ty
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THE STRIPED HYENA.

(Canis Hyena, Lin.—L’Hyene, Buff.)

ArTHOUGH naturalifts, both ancient and modern, have
deferibed the Hyena under different denominations, and
have afcribed to it properties which it is now known not
to pofefs, yet its characters are fo fingular, that it is im-
poflible to miftake them, and fo peculiar, as to diftinguifh
it from every other clafs of animals. In many refpects it
refembles thofe of the Dog kind, has fome fimilitude to
the Wolf in form and difpofition, and is about the fame
fize. ' :
The Hyena has only four toes on each foot; its head
is broad and flat, and its muzzle fhorter than that of the
Wolf; its fore legs are longer than the hind ones; its
ears are long, pointed, and bare; and its eyes are re-
markably wild, fullen, and ferocious. '

|
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THE SPOTTED HYENA, OR TIGER-WOLF,

Is called, at the Cape of Geod Hope, the Tiger-Wolf,
and is very common in that part of the world.—Sparr-
man deferibes it as a cruel, mifchievous, and formidable
animal.—Its horrid yells are to be heard every night,
whillt it prowls about for its prey, and lurks near farm-
yards, where cattle are kept. Thefe are well defended
by Dogs, of which the Hyena, though larger and firong-
er, is much afraid; and will not venture an attack, un-
lefs preffed by the moft urgent neceflity : Neither will it
dare to feize upon any of the larger animals, fuch as Ox-
en, Cows, Horfes, &c. whilft they make the leaft ap-
pearance of defending themfelves, or even if they do not
betray any fymptoms of fear. It fometimes endeavours
to difperfe the cattle by its hideous roaring ; after which
it {clects and purfues one of them, which it foon difibles
by a deadly bite, and then devours.
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than it can devour, its firft care is to fecure what it has
killed, which is generally all within its reach. It digs
holes in different places, where it conceals its booty by
carefully covering it with earth to prevent a difcovery.
If a flock of poultry have unfortunately fallen viétims to
its ftratagems, it will bring them, one by one, to thefe
hiding-places ; where it leaves them till hunger demands
frefh fupplies. '
The chafe of the Fox is a very favourite diverfion in
this kingdom, and is no where purfued with fuch ardour
and intrepidity. Both our Dogs and Horfes are confef-
fedly fuperior to thofe of any other country.—The inftant
the Fox finds he is purfued, he flies towards his hole 3
and finding it ftopped, which is always carefully done
before the chafe begins, he has recourfe to his fpeed and
his cunning for fafety. He does not double and meafure
his ground back like the Hare, but continues his courfe
ftraight forward before the Hounds with great ftrength
and perfeverance. Both Dogs and Horfes, particularly
the latter, have frequently fallen vi¢tims to the ardour of
the purfuit, which has fometimes continued for upwards
of fifty miles without the {malleft intermiffion, and al-
moft at full fpeed®.—As the fcent of the Fox is very

* Mr Cuarces Turner’s Hounds hunted at Ayrevholm, near
Hurworth, in the county of Durham, and found the noted old
Fox CESAR, which made an extraordinary chafe. After a round
of four miles, he led to Smeaton, through Hornby and Appleton ;
then back again to Hornby, Worfet-moor, Pierfburgh, Limpton,
Craythorn, Middleton, Hilton, Seamer, Newby, Marton, Orm{-
by; then upon Hambleton, through Kirkleatham-park, Uplea-
tham, Skelton, and Kelton. Mr Turner tired three Horles ; and
only three Hounds were in purfuit, when he thought proper to
call them off, it being near five in the evening, The chafe was
upwards of fifty miles.

U
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THE GREYHOUND FOX,

Is the largeft, and is chiefly found in the mountainous
parts of England and Scotland : He is likewife the bold
eft, and will attack a well-grown Sheep.—His ears are
long and erect, and his afpet wild.

L

THE MASTIFF FOX,

Is rather lefs; but his limbs are more ftrongly formed.

-

rq
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THE CUR FOX,

Is the leaft, but the moft common, and approaches near-
eft to the habitations of mankind. It lurks about the
out-houfes of the farmer, and carries off all the poultry
within its reach.—It is remarkably playful and familiar
when tamed; but, like all wild animals half reclaimed,
will, on the leaft offence, bite thofe it is mo®t familiar
with

The eye of the Fox is of a lively hazel colour, very
fignificant and expreflive; and difcovers very {enfibly the
different emotions of love, fear, or anger, by which it
may be affected.—It feems greatly to admire its bufhy
tail, and frequently amufes itfelf by endeavouring to
catch it as it runs round. In cold weather, when it lies
down, it folds it about its head.

The Fox fleeps found; and, like the Dog, lies in a
round form. When he is only repofing himfelf, he
ftretches out his hind legs, and lies on his belly. In this
pofitiony he fpies the birds as they alight on the hedges
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The hair of the Arétic Fox is of an afh colour, but
changes to white in the winter, when it is leng, foft,
and fomewhat woolly : Its tail is {horter than that of the
common Fox, and more buthy; and its toes are covered
with fur on the under part, like thofe of a Hare: It is
fmaller and more flender than the European Fox: Its
nofe is fharp and black; and its ears fhort, and almoft
hid in the fur. It is fometimes taken in traps; but its
tkin is of little value.
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THE NEW SOUTH-WALES WOLF,

Has been called a Dog; but its wild and favage nature
feems {trongly to point out its affinity to the Wolf; to
which, in other refpects, it bears a great refemblance.
It neither barks nor growls ; but when vexed, ereéts the
hairs of its whole body like briftles, and appears extreme-
ly furious.—It is fond of Rabbits and poultry, which it
cagerly devours raw ; but will not touch drefled meat.

One of them, fent to this country from Botany-Ray,
was extremely nimble ; and fo fierce, as to feize on every
animal it faw. If not reftrained, it would have run
down Deer and Sheep: An Afs had alfo nearly fallen a
victim to its fury.

Its height is rather lefs than two feet; the length two
feet and a half : It is formed much like a Wolf; its ears
fhort and erect, and its tail long and buthy : The general
colour is a pale-brown, lighter on the belly ; the feet and
infide of the legs are white.
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lour ; the other lefs, and browner. They are very bold,
and wander about night and day in fearch of prey.—
They make a noife fomewhat Iike the cry of our common
Hounds, and hunt with great fagacity, aéling perfedtly
in concert with each other till the game falls a prey to
the pack. They are faid to be always extremely lean,
and very ugly.

M. Buffon mentions an animal of the Jackal kind by
the name of the Adive : of which he gives a drawing,
- fomewhat refembling a fmall Fox. It is lefs than the
common Jackal, and is fometimes tamed, and kept in a
domeftic fate.
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THE CUR DOG,

Is a trufty and ufeful fervant to the farmer and grazier;
and, although it is not taken notice of by naturalifts as a
diftin€t race, yet it is now fo generally ufed, efpecially
in the North of England, and fuch great attention is paid
in breeding it, that we cannot help confidering it as a
permanent kind.

They are chiefly employed in driving cattle; in which
way they are extremely ufeful. They are larger, ftrong-
ety and fiercer than the Shepherd’s Dog; and their hair
is [moother and fhorter. They are moftly of a black and
white colour; their ears are half-pricked; and many
of them are whelped with fhort tails, which feem as if
they had been cut: Thefe are called Selftailed Dogs.
They bite very keenly; and as they always make their
attack at the heels, the cattle have no defence againft
them: In this way, they are more than a match for a
Bull, which they quickly compel to run.—Their fagacity
is uncommonly great: They know their mafter’s fields,
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and are fingularly attentive to the cattle that are in them:
—A good Dog watches, goes his rounds; and, if any
firange cattle fhould happen to appear amongft the herd,
although unbidden, he quickly flies at them, and with
keen bites obliges them to depart.

Similar to the Cur, is that which is commonly ufed in
driving cattle to the flaughter: And as thefe Dogs have
frequently to go long journies, great ftrength, as well as
{wiftnefs, is required for that purpofe. They are there-
fore generally of a mixed kind, and unite in them the
feveral qualities of the Shepherd’s Dog, the Cur, the
Matftiff, and the Greyhound.—Thus, by a judicious mix-
ture of different kinds, the fervices of the Dog are ren-
dered ftill more various and extenfive, and the great pur-
pofes of domeftic utility more fully anfwered.
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and fometimes fix together.*——The Dogs of Kamfchat-
ka are commonly black or white. They are ftrong, rfim-
ble, and aétive, and are very ufeful in drawing fledges,
the only method of travelling in that dreary country du-
ring the winter. They travel with great expedition.
Captain King relates, that, during his ftay there, a cou-
rier with difpatches, drawn by them, performed a jour-
ney of 270 miles in lefs than four days.

The fledges are ufually drawn by five Dogs, four of
them yoked two and two abreaft ¢ The foremoft aéts as a
leader to the reft. The reins being faftened to a collar
round the leading Dog’s neck, are of little ufe in dire&-
ing the pack; the driver depending chiefly upon their
obedience to his voice, with which he animates them to
proceed. Great care and attention are confequently ufed
m training up thofe for leaders, which are more valuable
according to their fteadinefs and docility; the fum of
forty roubles, or ten pounds, being no unufual price for
one of them.—The rider has a crooked ftick, an{wering
the purpofe both of whip and reins; with which, by
ftriking on the fnow, he regulates the fpeed of the Dogs,
or ftops them at his pleafure. When they are inatten-
tive to their duty, he often chaftifes them by throwing it
at them. He difcovers great dexterity in regaining his
ftick, which is the greateft difficulty attending his fitua-
tion; for if he fhould happen to lofe it, the Dogs imme-
diately difcover the circumftance, and never fail to fet
off at full {peed, and continue to run till their {irength is
exhaufted, or till the carriage is overturned, and dafhed
to pieces, or hurried down a precipice.

* Five of thefe Dogs, that bad efcaped with their trappings,

were found in Greenland, ana brought to this country a few years
ago by one of our fhips in the ffhery.
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In December, 1784, a Dog was left by a {muggling
veflel near Boomer, on the coaft of Northumberland,—
Finding himfelf deferted, he began to worry Sheep ; and
did {fo much damage, that he became the terror of the
country within a circuit of above twenty miles. We are
aflured, that when he caught a Sheep, he bit a hole in
its right fide, and after eating the tallow about the kid-
neys, left it : Several of them, thus lacerated, were found
alive by the fhepherds; and being taken proper care of,
fome of them recovered, and afterwards had lambs.—
From his delicacy in this refpeét, the deftrution he
made may in fome meafure be conceived ; as it may be
{uppofed, that the fat of one Sheep in a day would hard-
ly fatisfy his hunger. The farmers were fo much a-
larmed by his depredations, that various means were
ufed for his deftruction. They frequently purfued him
with Houfids, Grayhounds, &c.; but when the Dogs
came up with him, he laid down on his back, as if fup-
plicating for mercy ; and in that pofition they never hurt
him: He therefore laid quietly, taking his reft till the
hunters approached, when he made off, without being
followed by the Hounds, till they were again excited to
the purfuit, which always terminated unfuccelsfully.
—It is worthy of notice, that he was one day purfued
from Howick to upwards of thirty miles diftance ; but
returned thither, and killed Sheep the famée evening.—
His conftant refidence, during the day, was upon a rock
on the Heugh-hill, near Howick, where he had 2 view
of four roads that approached it; and in March, 1783,
after many fruitlefs attempts, he was at laft fhot there.
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THE BULL-DOG,

Is the fierceft of all the Dog kind, and is probably the
moft courageous creature in the world. It is low in {ta-
ture, but very ftrong and mufcular. Its nofe is fhort 3
and the under jaw proje&ts beyond the upper, which
gives it a fierce and unpleafing afpeét.—Its courage in
attacking the Bull is well known: Its fury in feizing,
and its invincible obftinacy in maintaining its hold, are
truly aftonifhing. It always aims at the front; and ge-
nerally faftens upon the lip, the tongue, the eye, or fome
part of the face; where it hangs, in fpite of every effort
of the Bull to difengage himfelf.

The uncommon ardour of thefe Dogs in fighting will
be beft illuftrated by the following fact, related by an
eye-witnefs ; which at the fame time corroborates, in
fome degree, that wonderful account of the Dogs of
Epirus, given by Elian, and quoted by Dr Goldfmith in
the hiftory of the Dog:—Some years ago, at a bull-
baiting in the North of England, when that barbarous
cuftom was very common, a young man, confident of
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THE MASTIFF,

(Canis Molgffus, Lin—Le Dogue, Buff )

Is much larger and ftronger than the Bull-Dog; its ears
are more pendulous; its lips are large and loofe ; its af-
pect 1s fullen and grave, and its bark loud and terrific.—
He feems every way formed for the important truft of
guarding and fecuring the valuable property committed
to his care. Houfes, gardens, yards, &c. are fafe from
depredations whilft in his cuftedy. Confined during the
day, as foon as the gates are locked, he is left to range
at full liberty: He then goes round the premiffes, exa-
mines every part of them, and by loud barkings gives no-
tice that he is ready to defend his charge.

Dr Caius, in his curious treatife on Britifh Dogs, tells
us, that three of thefe animals were reckoned a match
for a Bear, and four for a Lion.
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dom to be met with. The generality of Dogs diftin-
guifhed by that name, feem to be compounded of the
Bull-Dog, Danifh Maftiff, and the Ban-Dog.

THE BAN-DOG,

Is a variety of this fierce tribe, not often to be feen at
prefent. It is lighter, fmaller, more active and vigilant,
than the Maftiff, but not fo powerful; its nofe is {mal-
ler, and .poffefles, in fome degree, the fcent of the
Hound ; its hair is rougher, and generally of a yellowifh-
gray, fireaked with fhades of a black or brown colour.
It does not invariably, like the preceding kinds, attack its
adverfary in front, but frequently feizes cattle by the
flank. It attacks with eagernefs, and its bite is keen
and dangerous.
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THE DALMATIAN, OR COACH DOG,

(Le Bragque de ;Ee'rfgm’, Buff.)

Has been erroncoully called the Danifb Dog ; and, by M.
Buffon, the Harrier of Bengal ; but for what reafon it is
difficult to afcertain, as its incapacity of fcenting is fuffi-
cient to deftroy all affinity to any Dog employed in the
purfuit of the Hare.

It is common in this country at prefent, and is fre-
quently kept in genteel houfes, as an elegant attendant on
a carriage.—W'e do not, however, admire the cruel prac-
tice of depriving the poor animal of its ears, in order to
encreafe its beauty; a practice fo general, that we do
not remember ever to have feen one of thefe Dogs un-
mutilated in that way.

Y 2
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THE IRISH GREYHOUND,

(Canis Graius Hibernicus, Ray.—Le Matis, Bufl.)

Is the largeft of the Dog kind, and its appearance the-

moft beautiful and majeftic. It is only to be found in
Ireland, where it was formerly of great ufe in clearing
the country from Wolves.—It is now extremely rare,
and is kept rather for fhow than ufe, being equally un-
ferviceable for hunting either the Stag, the Fox, or the
Hare.

Thefe Dogs are about three feet high, generally of a
white or cinnamon colour, and made fomewhat like a
Greyhound, but more tobuft: Their afpet is mild, and
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beautiful and delicate. It 15 not common in this country,
the climate being too rigorous for the extreme delicacy of
its conflitution.

THE LYEMMER,

So called from its being led in a thong, and flipped at
the game.—Dr Caius informs us, that it hunted both by
the fcent and hight; and, in its form, was between the
Hound and the Grcylmund-—lt_ 1s now unknown to us.

THE LURCHER, .

Is lefs and fhorter than the Greyhound, and its limbs
ftronger : Its body is covered with a rough coat of hair,
moft commonly of a pale-yellow colour; its afpedt is ful-

len, and its habits, from whence it derives its name, are
dark and cunning.

Y4












HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. 347

THE HARRIER,

(Le Brague, Duff.)

Warcn chiefly differs from the Beagle in being fomewhat
larger, is very nimble and vigorous. It purfues the Hare
with the moft impetuous eagernefs, and gives her no
time to breathe nor double. The moft eager fportfinen
generally find it fufficient exercife_to keep in with their
fpeed.—They exert their voices with great chearfulnefs,
and make delightful harmony.

A mixt breed, between this and the lirge Terrier,
forms a ftrong, active, and hardy Hound, ufed in hunt-
ing the Otter.—lIt is rough, wire-haired, thick-quartered,
lung-cared and thin-thouldered.

There is reafon to fuppofe, that the Beagle and the
Harrier muft have been introduced into Great-Britain afe
ter the Romans became mafters of the ifland ; as, before
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that period, the Britons weére occupied in clearing their
extenfive forefls of the various wild beafts, fuch as Wild-
Boars, Bears, Wolves, &c. with which they abounded ;
and, for that purpofe, larger and ftronger Dogs than tlte
Harrier or the Beagle would be required.

THE FOX-HOUND.

No country in Europe can boaft of Fox-Hopunds equal
in {wiftnefs, ftrength, or agility, to thofe of Britain
where the utmoft attention is paid to their breeding,
education, and maintenance. The climate alfo feems
congenial to their nature ; for it has been faid, that when
Hounds of the Englifh breed have been fent into France
or other countries, they quickly degenerate, and in fome
degree lofe thofe qualities for which they were originglly
fo admirable
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THE OLD-ENGLISH HOUND,

(Canis Sagax, Lin.—Le Chien courant, Buff.)

Is deferibed by Whitaker, in his Hiftory of Manchefter,
as the original breed of this ifland, ufed by the ancient
Britons in the chafe of the larger kinds of game, with
which their country abounded.

This valuable Hound is diftinguifhed by its great fize
and ftrength. TIts body is long, its chéft deep, its ears
long and fweeping, and the tone of its voice is peculiarly -
deep and mellow.—From the particular formation of its
organs, or from the extraordinary moifture that always
adheres to its nofe and lips, or perhaps from fome other
unknown caufe, it is endued with the moft exquifite
fenfe of {melling, and can often diftinguifh the {cent an
hour after the lighter Beagles have given it up, Their
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THE SPANISH POINTER,
(Canis Avictlarius, Lin.)

Is of foreign origin, as its name feems to imply 3 but it
is now naturalized in this country, which has long been
famous for Dogs of this kind ; the greateft attention be-
ing paid to preferve the breed in its utmoft purity.

This Dog is remarkable for the aptnefs and facility
with which it receives inftruétion. It may be faid to be
almoft felf-taught; whillt the Englith Pointer requires
the greateft care and attention in breaking and training
. to the fport. The Spanith Pointer, however, is not fo
durable and hardy, nor fo able to undergo the fatigues of
an extenfive range. It is chiefly employed in finding
partridges, pheafants, &c. either for the gun or the net.

It is faid, that an Englifh nobleman (Robert Dudley,
Duke of Northumberland) was the firft that broke a Set-
ting-Dog to the net,

' L2
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THE ENGLISH SETTER,

Is a hardy, active, handfome Dog.—Its fcent is exqui-~
fite; and it ranges with great {peed and wonderful per-
feverance. Its fagacity in difcovering the various kinds
of game, and its caution in approaching them, are truly
aftonithing. But as the ufes of this valuable Dog are fo
well known, we will conclude with the following beau-
tiful quotation from Somervile :—

¢« When autumn {miles, all-heauteous in decay,

“ And paints each chequer’d grove with various hues,
#¢ My Sctter ranges in the new-fhorn fields,

¢ His nofe in air erect; from ridge to ridge

“ Panting he bounds, his quarter’d ground divides

¢ In equal intervals, nor carelefs leaves

¢ Qne inch untry'd: At length the tainted gales

¢ His noltrils wide inhale; quick joy elates

*¢ His beating heart, which, aw’d by difcipline

¢ Bewvere, he dares not own, but eautious creeps,

¢ Low-cow'ring, {tep by ftep; at lalt ateains

¢ His proper diftance; there he ftops at once,

“ And points with his inftructive nofe upon

¢ The trembling prey.”
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THE LARGE WATER-SPANIEL.

THE drawing of this beautiful animal waqs made from
one of the fineflt of its kind, in the poffeflion of J. E.
Blackett, Efq. of Newcaitle upon Tyne.

This kind of Dog is valuable for its great docility and
attachment to its mafter. It receives inftructions with
readinefs, and obeys with uncommon alacrity.—Its form
is clegant, its hair beautifully curled or crifped, its ears
long, and its afpect mild and fagacious.—It is fond of
the water, and fwims well. It is chiefly ufed in difeo.
vering the haunts of wild-ducks and other water fowl,
and alfo in finding birds that have been thot or difabled,
—It is probably the Finder, deferibed by Caius,
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THE SMALL WATER-SPANIEL,

Is fimilar to the other in form, habits, and difpofition ;
and its capacity for receiving inftruction is equally good.
With looks of extreme attention and fenfibility, it ob-
ferves the motions of its mafter, and catches the well-
known fignal with amazing promptitude.

The various tricks which thefe Dogs are fometimes
taught to perform, feem more like the effeét of reafoning
powers, than of undifcerning inftinct.
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THE SPRINGER, OR COCKER,

Is lively, aftive, and pleafant ; an unwearied purfuer of
its game; and very expert in raifing woodcocks and
fnipes from their haunts in woods and marthes, through
which it ranges with amazing perfeverance,

Of the fame kind'is that beautiful Little Dog, which,
in this country, is well known under the appellation of
King Charles's Dog ; the favourite and conftant compa-
nion of that monarch, who was generally attended by
feveral of them.—It is ftill preferved as an idle but inno-
cent companion.—Its long ears, curled hair, and web-
feet, evidently point out its alliance with the more ufeful
and active kind laft mentioned. 3

Similar to this, but {maller, is the Lyrame-Dog.—Tt is
generally black, with reddifh legs ; and above each eye is
a fpot of the fame colour.

Still farther removed, we have the Shack-Dog ; a di-
minutive creature, almoft hid in the great quantity of its
hair, which covers it from head to foot.
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Another variety is the Lion-Dog ; fo called from the
fhaggy hair which covers the head and all the fore part
of the body ; whilft the hinder part is quite fimooth, fav-
ing a tuft of hair at the end of the tail.—This fpecies is
become extremely rare.

THE COMFORTER,

Is a moft elegant little animal, and is generally kept by
the ladies as an attendant of the toilette or the drawing-
room.—It is very fnappifh, ill-natured, and noify; and
does not readily admit the familiarity of {irangers,
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THE HARE.

(Lepus timidus, Lini—Le Licvre, Buff.)

THis harmlefs and inoffenfive animal, deftitute of eve-
ry means of defence, and furrounded on ail fides by its
cnemies, would foon be utterly extirpated, if Nature,
ever kind and provident, had not endowed it with facul-
ties, by which it is frequently enabled to evade their pur-
{uit. :

Fearful of every danger, and attentive to every alarm,
the Hare is continually upon the watch ; and being pro-
vided with very long ears, movéable at pleafure, and
eafily directed to every quarter, is warned of the moft
diftant approaches of danger. Its eyes are large and pro-
minent, adapted to receive the rays of light on every fide,
and give notice of more immediate alarms. To thefe
may be added its great fwiftnefs, by which it foon leaves
moft of its purfuers far behind.—The hind are much
longer than the fore legs, and are furnifhed with ftrong
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in the crevices of rocks, and fometimes burrows in the
carth lodged between the clefts.—Its voice is a tharp
whiftle, not unlike the chirping of a fparrow.

In the autumn, great numbers of them affemble to-
gether, and colle¢t vaft quantities of the fineft herbs,
which, when dried, they form into pointed ricks of va-
rious fizes; fome of them four or five feet in height, and
of proportionable bulk. Thefe they place under the fhel-
ter of an overhanging rock, or pile round the trunks of
trees. By this means, thefe induftrious little animals lay
up a ftock of winter food, and wifely provide againit the
rigours of thofe ftormy regions; otherwife, being pre-
vented by the depth of the fnow from quitting their re-
treats in queft of food, they mulit all inevitably perifh.
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THE RABBIT.
(Lepus Cuniculus, Lin.—Le Lapin, Buff.)

- NorwrTHsTANDING the great fimilarity between the
Hare and the Rabbit, Nature has placed an infeparable
bar between them, in not allowing them to intermix, to
which they mutually difcover the moft extreme averfion.
Befides this, there is a wide difference in their habits and
propenfities: The Rabbit lives in holes in the earth,
where it brings forth its young, and retires from the ap-
proach of danger; whilft the Hare prefers the open
fields, and trufts to its {peed for fafety.

The fecundity of the Rabbit is truly aftonifhing. It
breeds feven times in the year, and generally produces
cight young at a time; from which it is calculated, that
‘one pair may increafe, in the courfe of four years, to the
amazing number of 1,274,840 : So that, if frequent re-
ductions were not made in various ways, there is reafon
to apprehend they would foon exceed the means of their
{upport, and over-run the face of the country. But as
their increafe is great, fo is the number of their enemies ;
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THE SPOTTED CAVY,

(Mus Pacay, Lin.—Le Paca, Buff.)

Is about the fize of a Hare, but its body is much thicker,
plumper, and fatter. "The colour of the hair on the back
1s dark-brown, or liver-coloured ; it is lighter on the
fides, which are beautifully marked with lines of white
fpots, running in parallel direions from its throat to its
rump ; thofe on the upper part of the body are perfectly
diftinct ; the belly is white. Its head is large ; its ears
fhort and naked; its eyes full, and placed high in its
head, near the ears; in the lower part of each jaw, im-
mediately under the eye, it has a remarkably deep flit or
furrow, which feems like the termination of the jaw,
and has the appearance of an opening of the mouth; its
upper jaw prejects beyond the under; it has two ftrong
yellow cutting-teeth in each jaw ; its mouth is fmall, and
its upper lip is divided ; it has long whifkers on its lips,
and on cach fide of its head, under the ears; its legs are
thort; it has four toes on the fore, and three on the
hind foot 5 it has no tail.
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THE ROCK CAVY,
(L’ Aperea, Buif.)

Is likewife found in Brazil, is about twelve inches in
length; the colour of the upper part of its body refembles -
that of the Hare, its belly is white, the upper lip divided,
the ears fhort and rounded like thofe of a Rat, and has
no tail. It moves like the Hare, its fore legs being fhort-
er than the hind. It has four toes on the fore feet, and
only three on the hind. Its flefh is like that of the Rab-
bit; and its manner of living is alfo very fimilar.
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THE GRAY SQUIRREL,

(Sciurus Cinereus, Lin—Le Peti Grisy, Buff.)

Is about the fize of a young Rabbit: Tts ears are fhort,
and not tufted at the ends; its hair is gray, mixed with
black; on each fide there is a red ftreak, which runs
lengthwife ; its tail is long and buthy, of a gray colour,
variegated with black and white. It is common to
both continents.—In Sweden and other northern coun-
tries, it changes its colour in the winter.

It is very numerous in North-America, and does incre-
dible damage to the plantations. Great flocks of them
defcend from the mountains, and lay wafte the fields of
maize, by eating the young ears.—A reward of three-
pence per head was given for every one that was killed 5
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THE DORMOUSE, OR GROUND SQUIRREL,

(Sciurus Striatus, Lin—Le Suiff, Buff.)

Is very numerous in the forefts of North-America, as
well as the North of Afia.—It burrows in the ground,
and makes two entrances to its habitation ; that if one
fhould be ftopped up, it may have accefs by the other.
Its hole is formed with great fkill, having feveral branch-
es from the principal paffage, each of which is termi.
nated by a ftore-houfe, in which its winter food js depo-
fited: In one is contained acorns, in another nuts, in a
third maize, and in another chefnuts, which are its fa-
vourite food., |

Thefe animals feldom ftir out during winter, nor fo
long as their provifions laft : Wher thofe fail, they fome-
times work their way into places where apples are laid
up, or in barns where maize is ftored, and make great
havock. During harveit, they fill their mouths fo full
with corn, that their cheeks are quite diftended ; and in
this manner carry it to their concealed ftore. They give
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* THE BARBARY SQUIRREL,

(Sciurus Getulusy, Lin.—Le Barbarefgue, Buff.)

Is of an afh colour, inclining to red ; each fide is bean-
tifully marked with two white ftripes, running length-
wife; its belly is white; its tail bufhy, and variegated
with regular fhades of black, one beneath the other; its
eyes are full and black, with white orbits.—It is about
the fize of the common Squirrel,

THE PALM SQUIRREL,
(Sciurus Palmarum, Lin—Le Palmifle, Buff.)

Is fimilar to the laft, having a pale-yellow ftripe. on the

middle of the back, and two on each fide parallel to it;

the belly is of the fame colour; the reft of the body

black and red clofely mixed : Its tail is long, does not lie
Bb 4
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THE FLYING SQUIRREL,
(Sciurus Volans, Lin.—Le Poulatouche, Buft.)

Is peculiarly diftinguithed by a membranous continua-
tion of the fkin of the fides and belly, which extends
from the fore to the hind feet, and aflifts it greatly in
making leaps from one tree to another, frequently at the
diftance of twenty or thirty yards. Its head is fmall and
round ; its eyes are full, round, and black; and its ears
* fmall and naked.

It is found in all the northern regions, both of the old
and new continents. It is more numerous in America
than in Europe, is lefs than the common Squirrel, lives
in trees, and fleeps in the day, but is extremely active
during the night.

In the aét of leaping, the loofe fkin is ftretched out by
the feet ; whereby the furface of the body is augmented,
che animal becomes lighter in proportion to its bulk, the
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THE LONG-TAILED SQUIRREL.

Twrs fpecies is found in Ceylon and Malabar.—In the
Cingalefe tongue, it is called Dandselana ; and, from the
noife it makes, Rockea.

It is about three times the fize of the European Squir-
rel: The ears are tufted with black hairs ; the end of the
nofe 1s pink-coloured ; the cheeks, legs, and belly are of
a dull yellow ; between the ears there is a yellow {pot ; the
crown of the head and the back are black ; from each ear
is a bifurcated line of the fame colour, pointing down
the cheeks; the upper part of the feet is covered with
black hairs, the lower part naked and red: The tail is
ncarly twice the length of the body, of a light afh colour,
and extremely bufhy.

We are indebted to Mr Pennant for the drawing of
this curious animal.
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THE JERBOA.

(Mus Faculus, Lin.—Le Jerbo, Buff.)

TH1s animal, remarkable for the fingular conftruction
of its legs, is found in Fgypt, Barbary, and Paleftine.—
It is fomewhat lefs than a Rat: Its head has a great re-
femblance to that of a Rabbit; its eyes are large and
full ; the fore legs are onl y one inch in length, and are
ufed as hands to convey vi€tuals to its mouth ; the hind
legs are naked, and very much refemble thofe of a bird,
having only three toes on each, the middle one longeft ;
its tail is much longer than its bodyy and terminated with
a black tuft, the tip of which is whites its hair is long
and foft, of a reddith colour on the back; the under
parts of the body are white ; acrofs the thighs there is a
large black band, in the form of a crefcent,

The motions of the Jerboa are fimilar to thofe of the
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THE LAPLAND MARMOT.
(Mus Lemmus, Lin.—Le Leming Buff.)

Tris wonderful little animal is found only in the nor-
thern parts of Europe and Afia; and is fometimes feen
in immenfe numbers, overfpreading large tracts of coun-
try, in Norway, Sweden, and Lapland. But as its ap-
pearance is at very uncertain periods, and the fource
from whence it is derived has not been hitherto explored
by any naturalift, its exiftence has been ferioufly attri-
buted, by fuperftitious ignorance, to the generation of
the clouds; from whenee, it has been {uppofed, it was
poured down in fhowers of rain.—Myriads of them
march together; and, like a torrent, swhich nothing can
refift, their courfe is marked with ruin and defolation,
Neither fire nor water prevents their progrefs. They go
ftraight forward, in regular lines, about three feet afun-
der, and generally in a fouth-eaft direQion : They fwim
acrofs lakes and rivers : No oppofition impedes them. If
thoufands are deftroyed, thoufands {upply their places:
The void is quickly filled up ; and their number does not
appear diminithed. They perfift in their courfe, in fpite
of every obftacle; and if prevented from proceeding,
they either by afliduity furmount’it, or die in the at.
tempt. Their march is moftly in the night. They reft
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flicks, they have many fierce and inveterate enemies, that
take every occafion to deftroy them. Several kinds of
Dogs purfue them with great alacrity, and eagerly kill
them, though they invariably refufe to eat their flefh :
The Cat is alfo a very formidable enemy, but generally
finds' greater difficulty in the conteft: The Rat makes a
vigorous refiftance, and fometimes effeéts its efcape :—
The Weafel is the moft determined enemy of the Rat
kind; it hunts them with unceafing avidity, purfues
them into their holes, where it foon kills them, and.
fucks their blood: And in particular fituations, the Fer-
ret is a ftill more deadly adverfary. Mankind have like-
wile contrived various methods of deftroying thefe bold
intruders. For that purpofe, traps are often found inefe
fectual; fuch being their extreme fagacity, that when
any are drawn into the fnare, the others by that means
learn to avoid the dangerous allurement, notwith{tanding
the utmoft caution may have been ufed to conceal the de-
fign. The fureft method of killing them is by poifon :
Nux vomica ground, and mixed with oatmeal, with a
fmall proportion of oil of rhodium and mufk, have been
found from experience to be very effectual.
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THE WATER-RAT,
(Mus Amphibius, Lin—Le Rat deany, Buff.)

Is fomewhat fmaller than the former; its head and nofe
are thicker; its eyes are fmall; its ears fhort, fcarcely .
appearing through the hair; its teeth are large, ftrong,
and yellow. In an old one which we examined, the low-
er incifors meafured fomewhat more than half an inch in
“length. The hair on its head and body is thicker and
longer than that of the common Rat, and chiefly of a
dark-brown colour, mixed with red; the belly is gray;
the tail five inches long, covered with fhort black hairs,
and the tip with white.

The Water-Rat generally frequents the fides of rivers,
ponds, and ditches; where it burrows, and forms its
neft. It feeds on frogs, fmall fifh, and {pawn ; fwims
and dives remarkably faft; and can continue a long time
under water. \ '
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THE WATER SHREW-MOUSE,
(La Mufaraigne & Eau, Buff.)

Is larger than the laft. The upper part of its body is
black ; the throat, breaft, and belly, of a light afh colour.
—It "is rarely to be feen; frequents the banks of rivulets
and marfhy places, where it burrows.

It is very numerous in Lincolnfhire, but was never ob-
ferved there till about twenty years ago.—It is called, in
that country, the Blind Moufe.
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THE MOLE.

(Zalpa Europeus Lin—La Taupe, Buff)

THrs animal, deftined to feek its food and provide for
its fubfiftence under the furface of the earth, i1s wonder-
fully adapted, by the all-wife Author of Nature, to its pe-
culiar mode of living. It enjoys the fenfes of hearing
and {melling in a very eminent degree: The former gives
notice of every approach of danger; whilft the latter
enables it to find its prey in the midft of darknefs, and
compenfates in a great meafure for an almoft total want
of fight. To an animal fo circumf{tanced, a larger de-
gree of vifion would be attended with manifeft inconve-
niences, as well as liable to continual injuries. We are
told by anatomifts, that, for their better fecurity, the
eyes of the Mole are furnifhed with mufcles, by which it
has the power of withdrawing or exerting them at plea-

fure. Its eyes are extremely fmall, and perfectly hid in
the fur.
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The form of this creature’s body, and particularly the
conftruction of its fore feet, are admirably adapted to the
purpofe of making its way in the earth, which it does
with wonderful facility: Thefe are quite naked, very
broad, with large palms, almoft like a hand: There are
five toes on each, terminated with ftrong nails, VEry con-
cave on the under fide; and, in place of a thumb, a
firong bone under the fkin. The hind feet are very
fmall, with five flender toes, and a {mall thumb on the
infide. Whenever it happens to be furprifed on the fur-
face of the ground, it difappears in an inftant; and every
attempt to prevent its fubterraneous retreat would be vain.

The Mole is moftly found in grounds where the foil is
loofe and foft, and affords the greateft quantity of worms
and infe&s, on which it feeds.

The female brings forth in the fpring, and generally
produces four or five at a time. The young are quite
naked, and continue fo till they are grown to a confider-
able fize.—It makes its neft a little below the furface of
the ground, forming a commodious apartment, where it
prepares a warm bed of mofs and herbage: From this
there are feveral paffages in different direétions, to which
it can retreat with its young ones in cafe of danger ; into
thefe likewife it makes excurfions in queft of food.—In
the act of forming its tracks or runs, it throws up large
heaps of mould, which are extremely injurious in mea-~
dows, grafs lands, and cultivated grounds. Its deftruc-
tion is confequently an object of importance to farmers,
gardeners, &c. -

The fkin of the Mole is extremely tough ; its fur fhort,
clofe-fet, and fofter than the fineft velvet, or perhaps the
fur of any other animal.
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THE RADIATED MOLE,
(Sorex Criftatus, Lin.)

Is lefs than the common Mole, being not quite four
inches long: Its fur is very clofe, fhort, and fine: It
is a native of North-America, feeds on roots, and forms
{ubterraneous paflages in different directions.

There is a kind, found in Siberia, with a very ifhort
nofe, and no tail. It is of a beautiful green and gold co-
lour, variable with the light,

There are fome other varieties, that differ chiefly in
the colour of the hair; fuch as the Yelbw Ml of
North-America, which is larger than the European. Its
hair is foft, and of a filky glofs.

That which is found in Virginia, refembles the com-
mon Mole. It is of a black colour, mixed with deep
purple. :

It is faid that hats, peculiarly fine and beautiful, have
been made of the fur of the Mole.


















THE SPOTTED OPOSSUM OF NEW SOUTH-
WALES.

THE general colour of this animal is black ; the body
Ipotted with irregular roundifh patches of white ; the
ears are large and erect ; muzzle long, pointed, and fur-
nithed with long flender whifkers; both fore and hind
legs thinly covered with hair of an afh colour; on the
fore feet it has five claws, and on the hind four; length,
from nofe to tail, about twenty-five inches; tail thick
and bufhy, like that of a Squirrel, except a part near the
body, which is fmall, and covered with fhort hairs. The
female has fix teats, placed circularly within the pouch.

-

THE VULPINE OPOSSUM OF NEW SOUTIL
WALES,

Is long-nofed and fhort-legged ; from the nofe to the jn-

fertion of the tail, meafures two feet two inches ; tail fif-

teen inches; upper part of the body. grifly, ‘confifting of
LEeaz
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dufky, reddifth, and white hairs; the under parts light«
tawny; two-thirds of the tail black; a blackifh fpace
round each eye; long black whiﬂcers; “five toes on the
fore feet, and four on the hind, with a thumb of two
joints placed at the bafe of the inner toe ; the toes of the
fore feet are long, and anfwer the purpofe of a hand;
the ears are about an inch and a half in length; in the
upper jaw are fix cutting-teeth, four grinders, and two
canine teeth; in the lower jaw, two long cutting teeth,
like thofe of a Squirrel, and four grinders, but no canine
teeth.

THE FLYING OPOSSUM OF NEW SOUTH-
WALES.

Its nofe is pointed ; its ears large and erect; the fur
more delicate, and of a finer texture, than that of the
Sea-Otter,—is of a beautiful dark colour, and very glofly,
mixed with gray; the under parts white; on each hip is
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THE SQUIRREL OPOSSUM.

Wt are favoured with a drawing of this beautiful ani-
mal, taken from a living one in the pofleflion of the re-
verend Mr Egerton, prebendary of Durham, by the in-
genious Mr Carfrae,

It is a native of New South-Wales; is about eighteen
inches long, exclufive of the tail, which is twelve: Its
. head is broad, and pointed at the muzzle, which is fur-
nithed with long whifkers; its eyes are full, exceedingly
prominent, and of a fiery rednefs; it has five claws on
the fore feet,—three on the hind, and a thumb; two °
cutting teeth in each jaw, the upper projetting beyond
the under.—Its manners are fimilar to thofe of a Squir-
rel. It fits up, holds its food in its fore paws with great
dexterity, and feeds itfelf. When irritated, it fits ftill
more erect, or throws itfelf ypon its back, making a loud
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and harfh noife.——It feeds on vegetables, {mall birds,
&ec. i .

The fur is long, foft, and very clofe; of a mixed
brown or grayifh colour on the back ; the under parts of
a yellowifh-white. Its tail is prehenfile, very broad at
the bafe, tapers to the end, and is naked on the under
fide.—The female is furnifhed with a pouch,

THE KANGUROO,

Is a mative of New-Holland, where it was firft difcover-

ed by Sir Jofeph Banks. Its head is fmall and taper,

ears large and erect, upper lip divided, the end of the

nofe black, noftrils wide, lower jaw fhorter than the up-

per, and there are whifkers on both; it likewife has

ftrong hairs above and below the eyes; its head, neck
Eegy
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THE YELLOW MACAUCO.

S
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THE RING-TAILED MACAUCO.
(Lemur Cattay, Lin.—Le Mococo, Buff.)

THE RING-TAILED Macauco is a very beautiful ani-
mal, about the fize of a Cat. Its body and limbs are
long and flender; its tail very long, and marked with
alternate bars of black and white: In the conformation
of its paws, it feems to approach the Monkey kind ; but
its nofe is long and fharp, like that of a Fox, and its ears
are alfo large and pointed: Its head and throat are
white ; eyes large, and furrounded with black: Its fur

15 glofly, foft, and delicate,—of a reddith-ath colour on
the back ; belly white.
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THE TAIL-LESS MACAUCO.
(Lemur Tardigradus, Lin.)

THE MONGOOZ.

(Lenmur Mongooz, Lin—ULe Mongooz, Buff.)

Tur TaiL-Less Macavca is found in Ceylon and
Bengal, lives in woods, and feeds on fruits; is fond of
eggs and fmall birds, which it devours greedily.

It is a very inative animal, and its motions flow ; very
tenacious of its hold, and makes a plaintive noife.

Its head is fmall, and nofe pointed ; each eye is edged
with a circle of white, which is alfo furrounded with

.
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THE LONG-ARMED APE,

(Le Grand Gibbon, Buff.) .

Is diftinguifhed b}r the extraordinary length of its arms,
which reach to Ii:hf-. ground when its body is upright, and
give it a difgufting:appearance. Its face is flat, and of a
tawny colour,. fur Hﬂnded with a circle of gray hairs,
which adds to. the fingularity of its afpect ; its eyes are
large and d-:atlap funk ;.: ears round and naked ; body cover-
ed on all parts with black rough hair, except its buttocks,
which are quite naked.

It 1s a mild, gen
fruits, leaves, and |
Eaft-Indies, Su
{ures from t]],ﬂ%e

and tractable animal ; feeds on
sark of trees; is a native of the’
d ‘the Molucca ifles; and mea-
feet in height.
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' THE BABOGON,
(Simia Sphynx, Lin.)

DierERrs from animals of the Ape kind, not only in ex-
ternal’ appearance, but alfo in temper and difpofition.—
Fierce, untractable, and libidinous, its difpofition feems
to partake of ‘the hideous and difgulting deformities of
1ts outward ﬁgure.u—ﬂs body is thick, compact, and ner-
vous, and its ftrength prodigious.—Neither art nor ca-
vefles can render it in any degree docile or obedient. It
feems to be continually fretting with rage, and fecking
every opportunity of fhewing its fuvage and vicious pro-
penfities.—In a ftate of captivity, it muft be kept clofely
confined ; and, even in that ftate, we have feen one fhake
the bars of his cage fo powerfully with his hands, as to
excite the utmoft terror in the fpectators. :
"This animal, of which we have given a very faithful



HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.  4¢:

reprefentation from the life, was about four feet high
when ftanding on its hind legs: Its head was large,
thoulders of an amazing ftrength and thicknefs, its muz-
zle long and thick, eyes {mall and deep funk, its canine
teeth very large and formidable, and it had pouches in
its cheeks : The hair on its head was long, and formed a
very elegant toupee from its forehead and each fide of its
face, which, when angry, it ereCted ; the hair on the bo-
dy was uniformly of a light reddith-brown ; the tail fhort,
and darker at the end ; buttocks red and naked.

The Baboon inhabits the hotteft parts of Africa; feeds
on fruits, roots, and other vegetables.—Numerous troops
fometimes make their appearance, plundering gardens
and cultivated grounds. They are extremely dexterous
in throwing the fruit from one to another, and by this
means will do incredible damage in a very fhort time.

The female brings forth omly one young at a time,
which the carries in her arms, and fuckles at her breaft.
—Notwithftanding its libidinous difpofition, it will not
breed in temperate climates.

Ffaq
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THE SMALL RIBBED-NOSE BABOON.

THE annexed cut was done from the living animal, in
the pofleflion of Mr Rayne, furgeon, in Newcaftle.

It is about fifteen inches in height; its face flat, of a
fine blue colour; eyes bright hazel ; the cheeks marked
with fmall ribs, bounded with thick bufhy hair, of a
greenifh colour, finely fpeckled with black ; the hair on
the forehead is very long, and runs up to a point on the
top of the thoulders ; the muzzle is thick, and furnifhed
with fhort hair, thinly fcattered on each fide; it has a
thort thin beard, ending in a point, which is of an orange
colour ; the hair on the body is dark brown, mixed with
{hades of green on the back and fides,—the haunches
dufky ; the ears are fmall, naked, and pointed; the tail
fhort and hairy ; the buttocks bare, and of a red flefh-co-
lour ; hands and feet naked : It has cheek pouches; feeds
on fruits, nuts, roots, and other vegetables. It is lively
and playful, walks commonly on all four, is in continual
motion, and leaps with aftonithing agility. This fpe«
cies is faid to come from the coaft of Guinea.
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THE MICO, OR FAIR MONKEY,

Is the laft that we fhall defcribe of this numerous race,
and is the moft beautiful of them all.—Its head is {mall
and round ; face and ears of fo lively a vermilion colour,
as to appear the effect of art; its body is covered with
long hair, of a bright filvery whitenefs, and uncommon
elegance ; tail long, end of a fhining dark cheftnut colour.

It frequents the banks of the river Amazon, where
it was difcovered by M. Condamine, who preferved one
alive till almoft within fight of the French coaft ; but it
died before his arrival.

We have now laid before our readers a few of the
moft noted varieties of this numerous race: Many others
might likewife be added to fwell the account; but of
thefe, little more is known than their names and places
of habitation. There are, probably, ftill more, which
neither the afliduity of the naturalift, nor the curiofity of
the traveller, have been able to draw from their native
woods. Indeed, there is great room to conjecture, that
the variations of the Monkey kind are fomewhat like
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THE PORCUPINE.
(Hiftrix Criftata, Lin—Le Porc-epic, Buff.)

THrs animal, fo formidable in its appearance, would
be much more truly fo, if it poflefled the power, erro-
neoufly afcribed, to it, of darting its quills at its enemies,
and wounding them at a diftance.

Though denied the privilege of making offenfive war,
it is fufficiently armed to refift the attacks of animals
much more powerful than itfelf.—Upon the {fmalleft irri-
tation, it raifes its quills, and fhakes them with great vio-
lence, direcling them to that quarter from whence it is
in danger of being attacked, and firiking at the UT}jE& of
its refentment with its quills at the fame time. "We have
obferved, on an occafion of this fort, at a time when
the animal was moulting or cafting its quills, that they
would fly out, to the diftance of a few yards, with fuch
force, as to bend the points of them againft the board
where they ftruck : and is is not improbable, that a eir-
cumftance of this kind may have given rife to an opinion
of its power to ufe them in a more effeGtual manner.
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THE' BRAZILIAN PORCUPINE,
(Hiflrix Prebenfilis, Lin.)

Dirrers fo greatly from the laft, that it can fcarcely be
faid to bear any relation to it, except in its being cover-
ed with fpines about three inches in length: They are
white, very fharp, and have a bar of black near the
points. The breaft, belly, and lower part of the legs,
are covered with {trong briftly hairs of a brown colour.
Its tail is long and flender, and almolt naked at the end:
The animal ufes it in defcending trees, by twifting it
round the branches. '

It inhabits Mexico and Brazil, lives in woods, and
feeds on fruits and fmall birds. It preys by night, and
fleeps in the day. It makes a noife like the grunting of
a Swine, and grows very fat.—Its fleth is white, and
efteemed good to eat.
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THE HEDGE-HOG, OR URCHIN.
(Erinaceus Europeusy, Lin—Le Heriffin, Buff.)

Ta1s animal, deftitute of every other means of defence,
15 provided by Nature with a fpinous armour, which fe-
cures it from the attacks of all the fmaller beafts of prey ;
fuch as Weafels, Martins, Polecats, &c.—When alarmed,
it immediately collets itfelf into the form of a ball, and
prefents on all fides a furface covered with fharp points,
which few animals are hardy enough to engage. The
more it is haraflfed, the clofer it rolls itfelf; till its fears
become an additional means of fafety, by caufing it to
void its urine, which, running over its whole body, fre-
quently obliges its enemy to defift, difgufted by the finell.

There are few Dogs that will venture to attack the
Hedge-hog, except fuch as are trained to the fport,
merely to gratify the cruel pleafure of feeing a harmlefs
animal endure, with aftonifhing patience, the moft wan-
ton outrages; whillt the Dogs, becoming more enraged
at the wounds they receive from its prickles, at laft
oblige it to unfold itfelf, and it then foon falls a vitim
to their fury.——This little animal has been fo far do-
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THE OTTER.
(Muftela Lutra, Lin.—Le Loutre, Buff.)

ALTHOUGH the Otter is not confidered by naturalifts
as wholly amphibious, it is neverthelefs capable of re-
maining a confiderable time under water, and can pur-
fue and take its prey in that element with great facility.

Its legs are very fhort, but remarkably ftrong, broad,
and mufcular; on each foot are five toes, connected by
ftrong membranes, like thofe of water fowl ; its head is
broad, of an oval form, and flat on the upper part; the
body is long and round, and the tadl tapers to a point;
the eyes are brilliant, and placed in fuch a manner, that
the animal can fee every object that is above it, which
gives it a fingular afpect, very much refembling an eel or
an afp ; the ears are fhort, and their orifice narrow.

The fur of the Otter is of a deep-brown colour, with

Hhgy
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THE SEA-OTTER.

(Muflela Lutris, Lin.)

Vast numbers of thefe animals inhabit the coafls of
Kamichatka, and the numerous jflands contiguous to it;
as well as the oppofite coafts of America: They are alfp
found in fome of the larger rivers of South-America.

Their fkins are of great value, and have long formed a
confiderable article of export from Ruflia. They difpofe
of them to the Chinefe at the rate of feventy or a hun-
dred rubles each, and receive in return fome of their
molt valuable commodities. _

The fur of the Sea-Otter is thick and long, of a beau-
tiful fhining black colour, but fometimes of a filvery
hue ; the legs are thick and fhort; the toes joined by a
web; the hind feet like thofe of a Seal; length, from
nofe to tail, four feet two inches; tail thirteen, flat, and
pointed at the end.—The largeft of them ﬁreigh from fe-
venty to eighty pounds.

The Sea-Otter is remarkably harmlefs, and moft affec-
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THE ANT-EATER.

(Myrmecophaga Fubata, Lin.~—La Tamanoir, Buff.)

THERE are feveral animals diftinguifhed BF’ the com-
mon name of Ant-eaters, which differ greatly in form.,
—They are divided into three clafles ; viz. the Great,
the Middle, and the Lefler Ant-eater.

The GrEAT ANT-EATER is nearly four feet in length,
exclufive of its tail, which is two and a half, It is re-
markable for the great length of its fnout, which is of 2
cylindrical form, and ferves as a fheath to its long and
flender tongue, which always. lies folded double in its
mouth, and is the chief inftrument by which it finds fub-
fiftence. -

This creature is a native of Brazil and Guiana, runs
flowly, frequently fwims over rivers, lives wholly  on
ants, which it colleéts by thrufting its tongue into thejr
holes, and having penetrated every part of the neft, with-
draws it into its mouth loaded with prey.
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THE GREAT MANIS.
(Manis Pentadaclyla, Lin~—Le Pangolin, Buff.)

THis fingular animal is defended by a coat of mail,
which protects it from the attacks of the moft powerful
animals.  All the upper parts of its body are clofely co-
vered with fcales of different fizes, which it can eredt at
pleafure, oppofing to its adverfary a formidable row of
offenfive weapons. The Tiger, the Panther, or the Leo-
pard in vain attempt to force it. The moment it per-
ceives the approach of an enemy, it rolls itfelf up like 2
Hedge-hog, and by that means fecures all the weaker
parts of its body. 2

It is a native of the Indian ifles, and is likewife faid to
be found in Guinea. :

It is flow in its motions ; grows to the length of eight
feet, including its tail, which is four.

Its fleth is much efteemed for its delicacy 3 but it is
difficult to procure, as the animal avoids mankind, and

lives in obfcure retreats, in woods, and marfhy places.
1i :
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THE NINE-BANDED ARMADILLO,
(Dafypus Novemcindus, Lin.—Le Cachichame, Buft.)

Flas a tenth band, moveable half way up on each fide :
The fhell on the fhoulders and rump is marked with hex-
angular figures; the breaft and belly are covered with
long hairs ; its tail is long and taper; and the whole ani-
mal three feet in length.

One of this kind was brought to England a few years
ago from the Mufquito fhore, and lived fome time. It
was fed with raw beef and milk, but refufed to eat our
fruits and grain,
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THE SEAL,
(Phoca Vitulina, Lin—Le Phogue, Buff.)

Is found, with fome variety, in almoft every quarter of
the globe: In the northern feas of Afia, Europe, and
America ; as well as the lefs frequented regions towards
the fouth pole.

Its ufual length is from five to fix feet. The body is
clofely covered with thort hair of various colours, fmooth
and fhining ; its tongue is forked at the end ; it has two
canine teeth in each jaw, fix cutting teeth in the upper,
and four in the lower ; it has five toes on each foot, fur-
nithed with ftrong fharp claws, which enable ;¢ to climb
the rocks, on which it frequently bafks.

It fwims with great firength and fwiftnefs, is very
playful, and fports without fear about fhips and boats,—
It feeds on various kinds of fith, and is frequently feen
near the fhore in purfuit of its prey.

Seals are found in great abundance on the coafts of
Great-Britain 3 particularly in the deep recefles and ca-
verns in the northern parts of the ifland, where they re-
fort in the breeding time, and continue till the young
ones are old enough to go to fea.
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THE URSINE SEAL, OR SEA-BEAR,

(Phoca Urfinay Lin.—L’Ours Marin, Buff.)

Is much larger than the common Seal, being eight feet
in length, and weighing eight hundred pounds.

Thefe animals are found among the iflands which lie
between Kamfchatka and America; alfo on the coafts of
New Zealand, Staten Ifland, New Georgia, and Falk-
land’s iflands.—They lie in thoufands on the fhore, in
feparate families, each confifting of above an hundred.
One male will fometimes have fifty females, which he
guards with extreme jealoufy. They are exceffively fat
and indolent, fometimes even fcarcely moving from the
place where they lie for the fpace of three months;
during which time the females breed and fuckle their
young. If another approach their ftation, they are rouf-
ed from their fupinenefs: A battle enfues, which fre-
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THE TERNATE BAT,
(Vefpertilio Vampyrus, Lin—La Roufitte, Buft.)

“Is above one foot in length, and the extent of its wings
more than four: It has large canine teeth, four cutting
teeth above, and the fame below ; its tongue is pointed,
and terminated with fharp-pointed papille, or prickles 3
its nofe is fharp, and its ears large and naked; it has
five toes on the hind feet, furnithed with ftrong hooked
claws ; it has no tail; the head is of a dark ruft colour ;
the back dufky; the neck, fhoulders, and under fide, of
a lightifh-brown, inclining to red ; the membranes of the
wings duﬂ:_y.

Kk2
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We have now given the moft diftinguifhed varieties of
this curious fpecies. It would be fruitlefs, if not impof-
fible, to point out all the peculiarities to be found in the
various tribes which abound in every country in the
world, and differ from each other more in their habits
and difpofitions than in their exterior form and appear-
- ance, which in all of them feem to be equally deformed
and difgufting. —But we fliould not from hence conclude
that imperfection and deformity are always in uniform
analogy with the notions we have preconceived of what
15 fair and beautiful.—Amidft the infinite productions of
Creative Power, variety of formy difference of faculties,
and degrees of utility, are eminently obfervable; com-
pofing one general plan, in which wifdom, order, and
fitnefs, are difplayed through all its parts,

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
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AN AMPHIBIOUS ANIMAL,

« Is found in the freth water lakes, which is about the
fize of a fmall Cat; it chiefly frequents the banks of the
lakes ; its bill is very fimilar to that of a duck, and it
probably feeds in muddy places in the fame way; its
eyes are very {mall; it has four fhort legs; the fore legs
are fhorter than thefe of the hind, and their webs {pread
confiderably beyond the claws, which enables it to {wim
with great eafe; the hind legs are alfo webbed, and the
claws are long and fharp, They are frequently feen on
the furface of the water, where they blow like a turtle :
Their tail is thick, fhort, and very fat.

“ The natives fay they fometimes fee them of a very
large fize.” |
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