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PREFACE.

| werE are some diseases which consist
only in morbid actions, but which do not
produce any change in the structure of
parts : these do not admit of anatomical
inquiry after death. There are other dis-
eases, however, where alterations in the
structure take place, and these become the
proper subjects of anatomical examination.

The object of this work is to explain
more minutely than has hitherto been done,
the changes of structure arising from mor-
bid actions in some of the most important
parts of the human body.

This, I hope, will be attended with some
advantages to the general science of medi-

cine, and ultimately to its practice. It is
a
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very much to be regretted that the know-
ledge of morbid structure does not certainly
lead to the knowledge of morbid actions,
although the one is the effect of the other ;
yet surely it lays the most solid foundation
for prosecuting such inquiries with success.
In proportion, therefore, as we shall become
acquainted with the changes produced in the
structure of parts from diseased actions, we
shall be more likely to make some progress
towards a knowledge of the actions them-
selves, although it must be very slowly.
The subject in itself is extremely difficult,
because morbid actions are going on in the
minute parts of an animal body excluded
from observation ; ‘but still the examination
of morbid structure seems to be one of the
most probable means of throwing light up-
on it.

Another advantage arising from the more

attentive examination of morbid structure
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is, that we shall be able to distinguish be-
tween changes which may have some con-
siderable resemblance to each other, and
which have been generally confounded.
This will ultimately lead to a more atten-
tive observation of symptoms while diseas-
ed actions are taking place, and be the
means of distinguishing more accurately
diseases. When this has been done, it will
be more likely to produce a successful inqui-
ry after a proper method of treatment.
Another advantage arising from a more
attentive observation of morbid structure is,
that we shall be better fitted to detect dis-
eased alterations in the organization of parts
which are but little, or not at all known.
This will lay the foundation of our inquiry
into the diseases themselves, so that we shall
add to our knowledge of the pathology of
the body, and perhaps also to our know-

ledge of remedies.
a2
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is the best means of producing this effect ;
and whatever change may be wrought on
the individuals themselves, the world will be
convinced, who have fewer prejudices to
combat.

A'person who previously had attended
very accurately to symptoms, but was un-
acquainted with the disease, when he comes
to examine the body after death, and finds
some of the appearances that are described
in this Treatise, will acquire a knowledge
of the whole disease. He will be able to
guide himself on such knowledge in similar
cases, and also to inform others. It may,
perhaps, too, lead him to a proper method
of treatment.

When a person has become well ac-
quainted with diseased appearances, he will
be better able ta make his remarks, in exa-
mining dead bodies, so as to judge more

accurately how far the symptoms and
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appearances agree with each other ; he will
be able also to give a more distinct account
of what he has observed, so that his data
shall become a more accurate ground of
reasoning for others.

The natural structure of the different
parts of the human body has been very
minutely examined, so that anatomy may
be said to have arrived at a high pitch of
perfection ; but our knowledge of the
changes of structure produced by disease,
which may be called the Morbid Anatomy,
is still very imperfect. Such changes have
commonly been observed only in their
more obvious appearances, and very seldom
with much minuteness or accuracy of dis-
crimination.

Any works explaining morbid structure
which I have seen, are very different in
their plan from the present: they either

consist of cases containing an account of
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diseases and dissections collected together
in periodical publications, without any na-
tural connection among each other; or
consist of very large collections of cases, ar-
ranged according to some order. In some
of these periodical works, the diseased
structure has been frequently explained
with a sufficient degree of accuracy, but in
all the larger works it has been often de-
scribed too generally. The descriptions too
of the principal diseased appearances have
been sometimes obscured, by taking notice
of smaller collateral circumstances, which
had no connection with them or the dis-
rfﬁ?tﬁit-:'s from whence they arose. Both of
these faults even too frequently occur in
the stupendous work of Morgagni de Causis
et Sedibus Morborum, upon which, when
considered in all its parts, it would be diffi-
cult to bestow too high praise: besides,

the bulk of these very large collections pre-
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vents them from being generally in the
possession of practitioners, and also renders
then more difficult to consult.

In the present work we propose to give
no cases; but simply an account of the mor-
bid changes of structure which take place
in the thoracic and abdominal viscera, in the
organs of generation in both sexes, and in
the brain. This will be done according to
a local arrangement, very much in the same
manner as if we were describing natural
structure, and will be accompanied with
observations upon morbid actions which
may occasionally arise. My situation has
given me more than the ordinary opportu-
nities of examining morbid structure. Dr.
Hunter’s collection contains a very large
number of preparations exhibiting morbid
appearances, which I can have recourse to
atany time forexamination. Being physician

to a large hospital, and engaged in teaching
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anatomy, 1 have also very frequent op-
portunities of examining diseases in dead
bodies. What this work will contain will
be principally an account of what I have
seenmyself ; but I shall also take advantage
of what has been observed by others. This
work is intended to comprehend an account
of the most common, as well as many of
the very rare appearances of disease in the
vital and more important parts of the hu-
man body. It is evident from the nature
“of this work, that it must be progressive:
some appearances of disease will be obser-
ved in future, with which we are at present
totally unacquainted, and others which we
know very little of now, will afterwards
be known perfectly.

The principal motive which has induced
me to undertake this work, is to render the
morbid structure of parts more accurately

and generally known, as one of the best



X PREFACE.

means of advancing our knowledge of dis-
eases.

Although I have ventured to lay this
work before the Public, yet I am very sen-
sible of its imperfections. There are some
appearances described which I have only
had an opportunity of seeing once, and
which, therefore, may be supposed to be de-
scribed less fully and exactly than if I had
been able to make repeated examinations.
There are others which I have seen long be-
fore I had any idea of undertaking this
work, and which I may be supposed to
have observed less accurately than if there
had been a particular object in view. There
are others still, which I have only had an
opportunity of examining in preparations.
In some of these, certain appearances may
be supposed to be lost, which might have
been observed had they been examined re-

cently after death. All of these are sources
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