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to her throat; but, before the orifices had
done bleeding, the patient died. This hap-
pened in twenty-four hours from the firft
attack. :

CiA. S E; V.

A child, ten months old, began to
breathe with great difficulty, to be very hot
and reftlefs, and cough up phlegm. Her
breathing foon became fo fhort and {ono-
vous, as to alarm extremely all who were
prefent. On feeing the child, I found her
very feverith, her pulfe exceedingly rapid,
her face fluthed; fhe had frequent retch-
ings to vomit, and appeared very dry, The
croaking noife in infpiration was particular-
ly manifeft. April 5, three leeches were
applied to the throat ; calomel and infufion
of fena were given as before. 6, in the
morning I found a wonderful alteration for
the better. The fever and the thortnefs of
breathing were confiderably abated ; fhe had
loft a great deal of blood, and appeared

very pale in the countenance and much ex-
haufted.
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chial veflels, through the whole courfe of
the lungs*. None of the vifcera feemed
inflamed or ulcerated, neither did any other
appearance of difeafe prefent itfelf to our
infpection.  Dr. Baillie, fpeaking of the
diffe¢tions of thofe who have died of this
difeafe, concludes the fubje¢t with the fol-
lowing words: ¢ When the inner mem-
‘“ brane of the trachea is inflamed, it is
‘¢ fometimes lined with a layer of a yel-
lowifh pulpy matter. 'This does not ad-
‘¢ here very firmly to the inner membrane,
¢ but may be eafily feparated. It extends
¢« from the upper part of the cavity of the
¢ Jarynx into the fmall branches of the
¢ trachea, which are diftributed through
“¢ the fubftance of the lungs. There is, at
¢¢ the fame time, a good deal of mucus in
¢¢ the trachea and its branches, together
¢« with a mixture of pus+.”

k¢

of

* Thefe appearances prefented themfelves upon the
diffetion of the patient mentioned in Cafe VI, a girl
cight years. old, and who died in twenty-fours from the
attack.

t Vide Baillie’s Morbid Anatomy, p. 56.
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the fame effe& ; fuch a mode of rcafbni-ng,_'
precluding the poflibility of forming a de-
cifive judgment in medical cafes, and intro-
ducing new doubts and new difliculties into
the fyftem of phyfic. It is owing to this
{trange propenfity to multiply caufes, that
fuch a prodigious number of remedies are
recommended for the removal of the {fame
complaint ; different caufes neceffarily 1im-
plying different indications of cure. In
proof of the truth of this remark, a num-
ber of inftances may be adduced.

- Phyficians, formerly imprefled with the
idea of nature curing difeafes, thought that
the art of medicine confifted in an endea-
vour to fecond her effets, and affift her in
the accomplithment of her purpofe, where
her own powers were infufficient. Hence
in meafles and fmall pox, regarding the ex-
traordinary actions raifed in the fyftem, as
means employed by nature for ridding her-
felf of the contagious particles, they di-
rected the body to be kept hot, and warm
drinks to be adminiftered. Hence, alfo, in
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The firft and moft neceffary ftep towards

curing a complaint, is a knowledge of its
nature or caufe; without this we labour in
the dark, we prefcribe at random, and
chance alone determines the fuccefs of our
practice. In order, therefore, that when
we come to fpeak of the treatment of the
Croup, we may have availed ourfelves, as
much as poffible, of the advantage to be
derived from a knowledge of its caufe, 1
fhall proceed to inveftigate, what is the
moft probable opinion upon this part of our
fubject ; in doing which, I fhall endeavour
to thew that it depends neither upon fpafm
nor putrid acrimony, but is to be confidered
as a fimple inflammatory affetion of the
trachea.

When we refleét, that the greateft part
of the difeafes of children are manifeftly of
an inflammatory nature, that the Croup

. commonly makes its appearance at thofe
feafons in which inflammatory complaints
prevail moft, and, likewife, that the body,
at this tender age, is lefs capable of refift-

ng
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ing the action of thofe caufes which' pro-
* duce it, than at a more advanced period of
life,—we muft acknowledge, that there ex-
ifts in'children a ftrong predifpofition to be
affected with it, |

The influence which the ftate of the air
exerts upon the animal fibre, is probably far
more extenfive than is generally admitted.
- 'There is, perhaps, not a more common. re-
mote caufe of difeafe, than cold combined
with moifture ; and there are few, compara-
tively fpeaking, who have not, during:{fome
part of their lives, experienced the bad
effe¢ts of paffing fuddenly from a cold at-
mofphere into a warm one, or vice verfa.

In childhood thefe caufes fhould a&
with double force, the irritability being pro-
portionably more abundant; and, in fack,
we find this to be the cafe. On this ac-
count it is that {o few live to their tenth
year, without having fuffered from the
contagion of fmall pox, meafles, and hoop-
ing cough. To the fame caufe is owing the

' ! fever
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From my own experience, confirmed by
that of others, whofe fuccefs has correfpon-
ded with mine, [ hefitate not to rank
bleeding, amongft the firft and moft necef-
fary of all other remedies. In many cafes,
I am convinced, this alone will fucceed
without the affiftance of any other medi-
cine whatever. Indeed fo pofitive are moft
authors, who have written on the fubject,
of the indifpenfible neceflity of blood-let-
ting, that even thofe who regard it as a
{pafmodic difeafe, neverthelefs advife this
evacuation previous to the ufe of medi-
cines *,

In very young children (and it is thofe
who fuffer more than others from this com-

K plaint, )

- % Dr. Chalmers, in his account of the weather and
difeafes of S. Carolina, fpeaking of the cure of the fuffo-
catio ftridula, after having endeavoured to prove it to be
a fpafmodic difcafe, recommends, as a primary indication
of cure, blood to be drawn from the jugular veins.
I have before mentioned the practice of Dr. Rufth and
Dr. Millar in thofe cafes. Both thefc phyficians advife
blood-letting in the firft inftance.
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When any confiderable fecretion has been
{formed, we have, indeed, much reafon to
fear that no means, with which we are ac-
quainted, can be of any fervice. But if it
be colle&ted in a fmall quantity, and has
not yet acquired the firmnefs and tenacity of
a membrane, we may {urely conceive
hopes, that the quantity thus colle¢ted may
be expectorated along with other mucus,
and that, if by the continuance of the de-
bilitating means we have employed, we can
abate the inflammation, and thus prevent
the fecretion of freth matter, we may at
laft fucceed in curing the difeafe.

What then is the beft method of promo-
ting this expectoration? The fetid gums,
the volatile falts, {quills, the aqua ammon.
acetat. &c. have been commended as ex-
ccllent expettorants. But daily practice
proves the precarioufnefs of thefe remedies,
not only in this but in other diforders,
where a fimilar effect is wanted to be pro-
duced. Befides, on account of their nau-

{eoufnefs,
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