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SOME TWELFTH-CENTURY ANIMAL CARVINGS AND THEIR 5OURCES [N THE BESTIARIES

PANTHER ¢ FIROM HARLETAN M5, 4751 - THE BRITISH MUTSELTA]

A number of other comparisons of Bestiary
subjects with Norman details could be made,
but enough has been shown to prove the
sources of many of the animal carvings of
the period. "'.le other animals mru*rl are
certainly derived from sources other than the
Bestiaries, but the possibility of linding paral-
lels makes a most interesting study.

FFor the photographs of the MS. miniatures,
the writer is indebted to his friend, Mr. G. C.
Druce, and to the Roval Arc haeological In—
stitute for the loan of the block of Mr. Druce’s
photograph of the caladrius drawing. Such
MANTICHOR A : BEAST FOND OF HUMAN FLESH ; HEREFORDSHIRE |I.t!|?l, so freely Ll"‘ en, is a greal Iﬂ‘-“l"'u” L1
receive and acknowledge.

unicorn is more interesting still.
In the Bestiaries he has the body
of a horse, but an elephant’sfeet,
a stag’s tail and a long sharp
horn. A unicorn could be cap-
tured by stratagem alone. A
chastevirgin,decked withbeauti-
ful ornaments, is put in a solitary
place in the forest which the
animal frequents, and when the
unicorn sees her he lays his head
in her lap and goes to sleep. The
huntsmen then carry the captive
to the king’s palace, and receive
much treasure. The umicorn is
said to represent Jesus Christ,
who raised up a horn of salva-
tion for His people. The mighty
men of the world sought to lay
hold of Him, but it was through
the blessed Virgin Mary that He
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