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A RECONSTRUCTION DEPICTING A SURGICAL
OPERATION IN A LATE STONE AGE CULTURE
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THE DRAWING, BASED ON ACTUAL MATERIAL AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE

REGION, REPRESENTS A PRIMITIVE BLANKET-CLAD SHAMAMN USING THE CAUTERY
IN THE HIGHLANDS OF PERU. THE PATIENT IS5 A WOMAN SUPPOSED TO BE
SUFFERIMNG FROM MELANCHOLIA | FOR WwWHICH THE TREATMENT, AS JUDGED
FROKM THE SHKELETAL REMAINS AMD FROM ANALOGY WITH MODERN PRIMITIVE
PRACTICES, WAS TO IMNCISE THE SCALP IN A CRUCIATE IMCISION AND INTO
THIS OPEN CUT PLACE THE OIL, WHICH 15 BUBBLING ON THE SLOW FIRE IN
ar APPROPRIATE MEBFCINE'MAN‘E -.bﬂ’. wIiTH THE WISPE OF TWISTED FIBRE
LYING MEARBY. THE OPERATOR HAS IN HIS CHEEK A QUID OF COCA LEAVES
WHICH HE wILL APPLY TO THE WOUND TO EASE THE FATIENT'S DISTRESS.
THE WOUND BECAME WVIOLENTLY INFECTED AND MADE A HUGE OSSEOUS
LESION ONM THE WOMAN'S sSrULLY

More o frontispiece . Acy L. Moogie, Paleopathelogy, 2.



