MO0003715: Interior view of the left femur of Pithecanthropus Erectus.

Publication/Creation
28 November 1933

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/t3yqd62a

License and attribution

Conditions of use: it is possible this item is protected by copyright and/or
related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is permitted by
the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other
uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s).

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org




202 THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY

Figure 1

Anterior view of the left femur of the oldest known human representative,
Pithecanthropus erectus, portions of whose skeleton, 500,000 vears old, were
found in 1891 in a river deposit in Jova.  The femur shows an extensive
medial exostosis due to some chronie infection or other irvitation aleng the
line of the tendinous attachment of the iliopsoas and pectineus muscles. This
is the oldest example of huoman pathology,

Posterior view. After Dubois.

est to us in this eurious ape-like form is that the femur shows
- marked exostoses (Figure 1) indieating the presence of a patho-
logical eondition of great severity. This is the oldest evidence of
pathology in a humanoid form.

On aceount of the very great interest attached to sueh a dis-
covery the pathology has been widely diseussed. The great path-
ologist Virehow, who was also an eminent student of anthropology,
called attention to the similarity of the medial exostoses on the
femur of the ancient form to those seen in modern femora. Ile
exhibited a number of these which he had selected from the eol-
lections of the Berlin Pathologieal Institute (Figure 2).

The next oldest known form representing man is that desie-
nated Eoanthropus, meaning the dawn man. Sir Auckland Geddes,
after an examination of these Piltdown remains, decided that this
ancient Englishman, who lived and died thousands of years ago,

Fioure 2

_ Modern human femur showing medial exostoses similar to those ex-
hibited by the Pitheeanthiropus. These drawings were used by Virchow to

demonstrate to the anthropological society of Berlin that the pathology of the

most ancient man-like form was similar to modern pathelogy. Some scholars

had argued that the femur was not human, being misled by the pathological
deformation.



