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“THE FOUNDATION OF MODERN MINING SCIENCE ".

ARGRICOLASIDESRE METALEICA,
B HIo 5.7

The excessively rare, first German edition
of this standard work, now most actual
for President Hoover's translation.

AGRICOLA, Georgius. (De re metallica, in German)., Vom bergkwerck XII Biicher
darinn alle Empter/ Instrument/ Gezenge/ mit schimen Figuren beschriben, jetzundt
vertenscht doreh Philippum Bechinm. 4 leaves, 491 pp., 6 leaves. With two Mates
and about threehundred (partly full-page) woodcuts by Hans Rudolf Manuel Deutsch.
Froben’s deviee on the title and on the last blank leaf. Folio. In its fine original
hinding of wooden boards covered with richly stamped vellum, original clasps. Basel,
Hier. Froben and N. Bischoff, 1557. Swiss Francs 475.—net.

Of excessive rarity.

Complete copies as ours, with the two plates and the last blank leaf at the end, are extre-
mely rare. This first German edition is mueh rarer than the Latin original (1556), no doubt
owing to the faet that most metallurgists found it more convenient to read the work in vernacular,
and left the original severely alone. !

* The great work mpon which the reputation of Agricola mainly rests js his De re metallica.
No English translation was published until 1912, when Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Hoover issued their
translation .

“ Tha De re metallica was for long the standard work on mining and metallurgy. Agricola's
treatise abounds with woodeunts which are vigorous and artistie, and give & picturesque and vivid
delineation of the processes and machinery. Apgricola was the pioneer of mineralogical sciemce in
modern Europe " (Ferguson).

" The De re metallica is clearly the greatest treatise upon a chemical indostry which is known
to the history of chemistry up to or during the sixteenth eentury ' (Stillman).

The woodeuts represent all the processes of mining, the hewing and smelting of the ore,
the washing and ecrushing processes. They also give interesting sectional views of mines, and show
clearly the processes of running the molten metal into moulds,

We are not able to trace but two complefe copies of this first German edition in the ecatalogues
of the last vears.

The title slightly stained, a few light waterstains on the outer margins. The woodents in
excellent and fresh impressions. We may emphasize the unusually fine condition of the copy here
offered which iz in its beautiful original wooden boards binding — a really desirable copy of this
rare edition of this standard work.
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