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are numerous absorbents, which remove
the watery parts. But it is probable,
that the increased viscidity depends in
part on the mucus secreted by the gall-
bladder itself, so that cystic bile may be
considered as a compound fluid.

8. Tuke gall-bladder then, appears to
be an occasional receptacle for the bile,
whenever there is an impediment to its
passage by the common duct into the
intestine ; and this, as a Hiwrtimf#m,
prevents a surcharge, which otherwise
would probably take place in the hepatic
duct.

9. TuAaT this purpose is answered,
is probable from what takes place when,
from any cause, the cystic duct is ob-

- structed ; for in this case, the bile,
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establishment of it has met with oppo-
sition upon two grounds.

First, That the gall-bladder secretes
its own bile ; and

Secondly, That the branches of the
hepatic duct, while in the substance of
the liver, detach small canals leading
immediately into the cyst; and from
which they have received the compound

name of brpaﬁmar_y;rfc ducts.

12. Tue principal supporter of the
former of these propositions is A/binus.
He was led to this, from the vascularity
of the gall-bladder; from its internal
surface having an appearance resembling

follicles; and from the gall-bladder
having been found distended with bile,









92

ducts require direct proof: they have
been often sought for, in vain, in man
and in other animals. In the ox some
have contended for their existence. In
the serpent tribe they certainly do not
exist ; for in these animals, the gall-
blkdder is detached frcrl;n the liver, so
that there is no possibility of communi-
cation, except by the intervention of
the cystic duct. In the human subject,
their existence may be easily disproved
by the following experiment.

16. Ir the gall-bladder be emptied
of its contents, and either air or water
be injected into the liver by the hepatic
duct, neither of them will penetrate into
the gall-bladder. Now, as fluids of so

subtile a nature as these, would readily
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liable to spasmedic affection, is  that
which passes through the coats of the
duodenum, which may be acted upon
by the muscular fibres of that intestine ;
"and here we should distinguish between
the contraction of the intestine in which
the biliary duct is passive, and a con-
traction of the duct itself.

30. ANOTHER cause of obstructed
bile consists in a pressure of the duct by
the head of the pancreas, which is some-
times found in a scirrhous state, and
which, from its connection, may easily
produce such an effect: for the biliary
duct, a little before it terminates in the
intestine, penetrates some way into the
substance of the pancreas, and receives

the excretory duct of that gland. There-
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in any sensible degree the general mass
of blood. Hence we see evidently,
why the blood which was returning
from the liver by the hepatic veins,
contained a larger proportion of bile
than that taken from the general circu-
lation.

50. As the first of these experiments
proves, that the absorbents of the liver
are concerned in the production of jaun-
dice, so the last demonstrates with equal
force, that when from the operation of
any obstructing cause the bile is accu-
mulated in its ducts, so as to distend
them in a considerable degree, Nature
relieves herself, in part, by allowing a
portion of it to take a retrograde course

by the hepatic veins.
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yielded to the more natural examination
by chemical attractions.

12. It is by no means intended here
to proscribe altogether the agency of
beat, it being often found essentially
useful, as an auxiliary to the chemical
bodies employed; enabling them the
better to effect their different decompo-
sitions and combinations.

13. A QUANTITY of recent ox bile
being procured, several experiments
were instituted, with a view to ascertain

its component parts,

EXPERIMENT 1.

14. A porTiON Of it, being received

into a shallow earthen vessel, was eva-
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3. HeNcE it seems somewhat doubt-
ful, whether the bile really forms one of
the constituent parts of the chyle, as has
been imagined, or not. If, howerver,
all, or any of the elements of bile do
contribute to chylification, no traces of
their presence can be discovered from
the sensible properties of the chyle.

4., AnNoTHER difficulty in admitting
this as one use of the bile, is, from the
circumstances of jaundice. In this
complaint, the passage of that fluid into
the intestine is either completely ob-
structed, or very much impeded; but
there are no symptoms which clearly
manifest a defect of chylification.

5. OnNE impnﬁént use of the bile is,

unquestionably, that of stimul;iting the
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It frequently happens that bile is
secreted in too small a quantity ; as in
hypochondriacal complaints, and in
chlorosis : in which diseases an unusual
degree of torpor takes place, expressed
in the one case by dejection and despair ;
in the other by inactivity and languor;
the stools are generally of a light clay
colour, and the body is costive.

Bile, therefore, affords a stimulus by
which tone and energy are communi-
cated from the intestines to the whole
body, and the defect of it in the prima
viz, is more productive of disease than
its excess. In the latter case, if it be
healthy in its nature, it only proves a
salutary purgative, but if in a diseased

state, it deranges the animal economy
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of the body, together with nausea, foul
tongue, loss of appetite, and indigestion ;
or, by being directed to the intestines,
excites a painful diarrhcea, ultimately
tending to weaken their tone, and dis-
turb their regular peristaltic motion. It
generally happens that, during the ex-
cess and prevalence of bile in the first
passages, some absorption of it takes
place into the habit, so that the skin be-
comes yellow, and the urine is sensibly
impregnated with it.  The pulse is
quicker than natural, and there is a
considerable degree of thirst, with an
increase of heat; the usual symptoms
of fever. The body becomes emaciated,
and the general aspect of the patient is
extremely unhealthy.
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2. UnDER such circumstances, a
change of climate becomes necessary;
by which the secretion of bile is gradu-
ally diminished, its powers, perhaps,
rendered less active, and the healthy
functions of the stomach and bowels are
again restored. A sea voyage from a
warm to a colder climate generally
effects this purpose, supposing, as is
frequently the case, that the liver and
other abdominal viscera are in a sound
state.

8. Sucu symptoms as I have now
enumerated, are the spontaneous effects
of a warm climate on healthy constitu-
tions, independently of any intempe-
rance ; and cannot always be prevented

by the most careful attention to diet, or
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secreted, is, cateris paribus proportioned
to the abundance of red particles in the
blood, appears to be proved by the
following considerations. The persons
who, of all others, are most subject to a
redundance of bile, are those who have
black hair, a ruddy complexion, and
strong fibre; and these are also the
persons who have the richest blood, or
that blood in which the red particles are
most numerous. On the contrary,
those who secrete least bile, are such as
have a pale exsanguious complexion,
soft hair, and lax fibre; in whom the
sanguific powers are very weak: the
most exquisite example of this habit is
seen in chlorotic females. The influ-

ence of diet in forming blood rich or
L
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poor in red particles, is well known ;
and it is equally certain, that animal
food contributes most to the former,
while vegetable food is chiefly produc-
tive of the latter state of the circulating
mass : the florid complexion usually ob-
servable in butchers, opposed to the
pallid hue for which bakers are equal-
ly remarkable, will not, perhaps, be
thought the least striking among the
proofs that might be adduced of this fact.
The effect of acescent diet (of which
kind most vegetables are) in lessening
the red globules of the blood, is striking-
ly illustrated by the pale and watery
state of it occasioned by the large use
of vegetable acids; as in the case of

young women, who by this pernicious

plalon s
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practice (often to the entire ruin of
their constitution) very soon exchange
the plumpness and bloom of rustic
health, for the slender shape and lan-
guid paleness which accord with their
mistaken notions of fashionable beiuty.

I.et us now compare these citcum-
stances with those which respectively
attach to resident Europeans, and to the*
natives of hot climates where bilious
disorders are most frequent, as for ex-
ample in India.—The European carries
with him to India a richer blood, and a
more tense muscular fibre than is pos-
sessed by the natives of that country ;
he is therefore, in consequence of the
mere heat of the climate, disposed to

generate bile in larger quantity, and of
L 2
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a more active quality, than the other.
- But if to this we add, that as long as
his health will permit him, he conti-
nues to live on a full diet of animal
food, malt liquors, and wine, which still
farther augment the rapidity of circu-
lation, and consequently increase the
flow of blood through the liver,—we
can readily see why in such a person,
the redundancy and acrimony of the
bile will be much greater than in the
native, who, besides having a thinner
blood and less tense fibre, drinks scarcely
any thing except water, and lives upon

a diet composed almost entirely of vege-

table matter, and that matter one of the
least nutritious perhaps that man is ca-

pable of subsisting upon, viz. rice.—
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‘When, however, the original vigour -of
the European’s constitution is broken
down by repeated attacks of bilious re-
mitting fever, &c. and his blood be-
comes impoverished in proportion, then
the bile is secreted in less quantity, as
well as weaker in power; and this
change is continued, perhaps even still
farther increased, by experience having
taught him the necessity of abandon-
ing his former mode eof living, and
having recourse to a diet more nearly
approaching that which the natives
employ.

Ceteris paribus however, the bile in
warm climates is, perhaps, more bitter
and more saturated with its active com- -

ponent parts, than in colder countries ;



166

it is therefore a more powerful emetic
or pul%ative; and consequently,- even
although it were not secreted in a larger
quantity, its effects on the first passages
would be more severely felt.

5, WE have had occasion, in treating
of the nature and properties of bile, to
correct a common and prevailing opi-
nion of its being extremely putrescent:
experiments, executed with great accu-
racy and fidelity, sufficiently prove, that
it is less disposed. to putrify than any
other animal fluid; and that it even
preserves, in a sweet state, animal sub-
stances, which, when exposed to similar
circumstances of fluidity and heat with-.
out the admixture of bile, would in a

shorter time have assumed the character
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of putrefaction. It seems, therefore,
to be a wise law of the animal economy,
that in warm climates a larger quantity
of this fluid should be prepared by the
constitution than in colder countries;
and by its being more bitter and more
active, it possesses a greater antiseptic
power than the milder and more diluted
fluid of a colder climate; hence it is
better fitted to correct and restrain the
propensities to spontaneous and putrid
fermentations, so extremely prevalent
in warm climates.

6. I po not, however, mean to deny,
that many and great inconveniences are
found to arise from the prevalence of
bile in the primz viz ; but I am' firmly
persuaded, that a diminution of its na-
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tural quantity would produce diseases
of a more permanent and alarming
nature. It is more difficult to supply
the defect in the quantity of this fluid,
than to carry off its excess; it is even
more easy to diminish its acrimony,
than to increase its power, and tﬁereby
render it more active, and better suited
to fulfil the various and important pur-
poses which it is intended to answer in
the animal economy.

7. 1 nAVE been frequently consulted
by persons, whose appetite and digestion
have been much disturbed by a long
residence in tropical climates ; and who,
although they have generally received
much benefit by a sea voyage, and a

gradual return to Europe, yet require
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the assistance of medicine, with a view
to destroy the tendency to excessive se-
cretion, and finally to restore strength
and vigorous action,

8. AFTER obtaining all the informa-
tion which I suppose necessary respect-
ing the constitution and habits of the
patient, the original and progressive state
of symptoms, and the effects of such
remedies as have been employed, I pro~
ceed to ascertain how far any local or
organic affection of any of the viscera
has taken place.—If, upon investigation,
[ find that the constitution has only
suffered by prevalence or the excess
of bile, and that the disposition to that
morbid increase of secretion still remains,

disturbing the functions of the stomach,
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and irritating the bowels, I recommend
it to my patient, every morning before
breakfast, to dilute the contents of the
stomach, by drinking from half a pint
to a pint of water, of a temperature
from 90 to 114 degrees of Farrenheit’s
thermometer ; likewise to take a mode-
rate degree of exercise before breakfast.
I am persuaded, that in this case water
acts as a simple diluent; that tepid
water dilutes better than cold water;
and that pure water dilutes better than
water impregnated with saline, earthy,
or metallic'matter.—I do not, however,
mean to discourage invalids from going
to places of public resort, which may
contribute, by their amusements, to

restore a constitution enfeebled by a
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warm climate, or intense ﬁpplicatiun to
business ; nor shall I deny that mineral
waters, such as those of Bath or Chel-
tenham, possess considerable powers in
giving tone to weak stomachs, and in
promoting necessary evacuations, by ex-
erting a more regular peristaltic motion
of the intestines: a more intimate ac-
quaintance with the power of Bath
water, and a minuter enquiry into
its sensible effects on the animal econo~
my, having inclined me to think more
favourably of its use, independently of
its being merely an aqueous diluent.®

9. Tue chemical analysis, however,
of mineral ‘waters has been of conside-

rable advantage, since, besides the disco-

# Sce the author's book on Mineral Waters.
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veries which it has made with respect
both to the gaseous and solid contents
of many of them, it has also proved
with respect to others which contain
but little foreign matter, that it is fre-
quently the quantity of water, and not
the impregnating substance, which does
good.

I believe the experiment of drinking
good pump water at home, of the tem-
perature of Bath, Buxton, or Bristol
water, has seldom been tried. 1 have
frequently, with much success, recom-
mended the use of warm water in dys-
peptic cases; and in anomalous gout,
it seems to allay the irritation of the
stomach, to promote and diffuse a gene-

rous warmth in the extreme parts, and,
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if taken at night, will generally produce
sleep. Perhaps, besides its obvious effect
of diluting the contents of the sto-
mach, it acts also upon the principle of
tepid bathing ; with this difference, that
as its operation is exerted upon an organ
which has the strongest and most imme-
diate connexion with the general system,
the influence of that operation will be
more speedily and powerfully commu-
nicated to the body at large, than it |
would be if the same were produced
upon the skin only.

10. WATER heated to a certain de-
gree, when taken into the stomach, will
produce giddiness of the head, while the

same water, of a lower temperature, will
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produce no such effect.* This is one
reason why patients at Bath are directed
to drink the water of different springs,
though not differently impregnated ;
and it gives rise to a refinement in
practice, which has for its foundation
only the different effects of temperature.
It is not improbable, but that more
benefit will arise when the temperature
is carried to that degree which produces
some sensible effect upon the head ; it is
impossible to lay down any general rule
on this subject ; it is trial alone on the
individual that can determine the point

of action.

* This opinion was first suggested to me by the late
Mr. John Hunter, and since confirmed by observation.
Warm water has a similar effect in increasing vascular
action, and determining to the head, when applied to
the lower extremities,—Ed. Med, Ess. w. 6. Art. 77,
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11. I consiper the waters of
Heberden, Bristol, and Buxton, as nat
having any powers superior to common
pump water, heated to the same tempe-
rature. 'The steadiness anc} uniformity,
however, of their several temperatures,
entitle them to some preference, and
render them proper to be drunk by
persons whose stomachs are irritable,
and impatient of their contents, and
perhaps weakened in their digestive
powers by long habits of ingurgitation
and gluttony, or from intense appli-

cation to study, accompanied with a
sedentary life.

* I find this opinion with respect to Bristol Waters,
corresponds exactly with that given by the laze Dr,
Heberden, in his * Commentarii de Murborum Historia
- ¢ ¢t Curatione,” p. 71.
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12, I~ all cases where bile is secreted
in too large a quantity, the use of eme-
tics is improper ; they increase the irri-
table condition of the hepatic system,
and divert the bile from the intestines.
In almost all cases where vomits are
given, bile is forced during their action,
from the dwodenum into the stomach,
which would otherwise have been car-
ried off by the intestines; indeed, the
actions of nausea and vomiting increase
its secretion. In general, bile is a pur-
gative sufficiently stimulating for its
own evacuation, only requiring the
assistance of warm water for facilitating
its discharge ; if, however, in some cases,
it irritates without purging, .I would

recommend the use of small doses of
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the neutral salts, such as Soluble Tartar,
Sal Catharticus Amarus, and the like;
and in all cases they do most good
under dilution.

13. Tuis suggests the propriety of
recommending the use of Cheltenham
water to persons returning from warm
climates. . It may be drank either with
or without its chalybeate part; but at’
all events its dose should be such as to
produce a purgative effect. * Perhaps it
would be moré¢ advantageous to  take it
every other morning than to use it
daily : it may be well and successfully
imitated by artificial means, so as to be
drunk at a distance from the spring with
nearly equal effect as at Cheltenham. *

* See the author’s Treatise on the Chemical History
and Medical Powers of Mineral Waters, p, 277.
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14, TuEe stomach, is greatly assisted
in its energy and power, by warm
clothing, especially on the lower extre-
mities of the body. The diet of a
patient, whose stomach and bowels are
extremely irritable by the excess and
prevalence of bile, should be moderate
in quantity, and of easy digestion.
This will necessarily exclude melted
butter, 'e#ery thing fried, every ;pe-
eies of pastry, together with cold and
raw or unboiled wvegetables. Ripe
fruits may be admitted, in moderate
quantities, rather before than- after:
dinner. Water, or wine and water,
may be drunk for common use. Spiri-
tuous liquors of all kinds should be

avoided, as having a tendency, more



179

directly, to produce diseases of the liver,
and to weaken the tone of the stomach.
15. Tug CHOLERA MORBUS may
very properly be considered under the
head of those diseases which depend on
the increased secretion of bile. It takes
place with different degrees of violence
in different habits: in some it is so
acute as to prove fﬁtal in a few hours,
while in others it appears only in the
form of a slight vomiting and purging.
In general the symptoms are as follow.
16. THE patient is seized with a
violent discharge of a dark coloured
fluid, in large quantity, and somewhat
of a bitter taste, both from the stomach
and intestines, with much pain and anx-

iety about the pracordia, together with
M2
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cramps or spasms, particulatly about the
lower extremities: there is a conside-
rable degree of thirst, the pulse is ex-
tremely quick and weak. When the
disease proves fatal, the pulse intermits
and becomes more feeble, the extremi-
ties become cold, the patient is seized
with hiccup, and dies in the same man-
ner as persons do from inflammation
of the bowels.

17. Tuis discase is extremely preva-
lent in this country, in the months of
August and September, so as to be con-
sidered as the autumnal epidemic. It
frequently takes place spontaneously,
and independently of any sensible occa-
sional cause being applied; at other

times it is evidently connected with a
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21. THE varied and increased action
of a gland has much influence in deter-
mining the nature of the fluid secreted.
In some cases bile is discharged, of a
green colour, and extremely acrid, not
possessing the qualities of healthy bile.

22. THE cure of Cholera Morbus is
best effected, by first diluting the con-
tents of the stomach and intestines, by
the plentiful use of warm water, chicken
bhnth, and more especially of mucilagi-
nous liquids, so as to sheath the surface
of the intestines from the acrimony of
the bile, and also blunt the morbid
sharpness of that fluid ; and afterwards
giving apiaies to allay irritation. In
the advanced stage of the disease, with

a weak pulse and cold extremities, I
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motion, some difficulty of lying on the
left side, flatulency, indigestion, acidity,
costiveness, and, together with a gradual
diminution of strength and flesh, the
patient has a pale or sallow complexion.
Such symptoms are accompanied with
a defect in the secretion of bile, and a
torpid state of the intestines.

8. It is probable, that, under these
circumst;lcﬁ, the original mischief is
in the stomach and duodenum, and that
the sympathetic action on the liver, is
less than that on which perhaps healthy
secretion may depend ; hence dyspeptic
complaints generally precede affections
of the liver, and arise from intempe-
rance either in eating or drinking, but

ate more particularly induced by the
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should be the only liquid drunk with
our meals, as more effectually promoting
digestion than fermented liquors of any
kind, All raw or unboiled vegetables
should be avoided ; ripe fruits may be
moderately taken ; almost all boiled
vegetables may be admitted. Animal
food should be well boiled, or mode-
rately roasted, and taken with its own
gravy. ' Pye-crust, and every thing fried,
should be excluded; butter rendered
rancid by being melted, should like-
wise be forbidden. The patient should
use moderate exercise, and drink some
chalybeate water of a tepid heat, before
breakfast, and perhaps in the evening.
By thus giving vignfur and energy to
the stomach and duodenum, the healthy

action of the liver will be restored.
N 2
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6. TuEe temporary defect of bile may
be supplied by various bitters, occasion-
ally united with rhubarb, aloes and the
likee The excess of acidity may be
corrected by alkaline remedies. In in-
fants, the bile is frequently not suffici-
ently active, and is generallyi secreted
in too small a quantity ; hence the dis-
eases affecting their primae vie are
chiefly those depending upon morbid
acidity

7. IN cases of diseased structure of
the liver, producing a diminution of
secretion, and particularly when such
change of structure has arisen from in-
flammation, mercury is said to have
been found useful, even carried to the
degree of producing a slight salivation ;

(a®
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bile; this evil is best removed by the
meafs already recommended.

12. Tue complaint known under
the name of the sick bead-ach, is very
commonly referred to the presence of
bile in the stomach, as its cause ; and in
this opinion I was led to concur, by
patients dwelling very much upon the
circumstance of their frequently vomit-
ing bile in the course of the fit. From
an accurate investigation, -however, of
the symptoms throughout the progress
of an attack, I am now satisfied that the
presence of bile in the stomach is not
the cause; on the contrary, that when-
~ever vomiting takes place, either spon-
taneously or by the aid of emetics, the

matter thrown up in the first instance ig
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lowed by sick head-ach. If the tone
of the stomach be diminished in any
other way, as by taking in food which
it cannot readily digest, the same effect
will often ensue; and this is observed
to happen more especially when the
food is either acid, or of a kind that is
much disposed to become spnntnnemlsly
so. . The sympathy between the sto-
mach and other important organs of
the body, is well knnwn;xand I have
observed this in a very evident way be-
tween the stomach and liver. When-
ever, either from an irregular distribu=-
tion of nervous energy, to which certain
constitutions are particularly lable, or
from the operation of indigestible and

acescent food, the tone of the stomach
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the ductus communis, and bring into the
duodenum that supply of bile which is
necessary to prevent the effects alréady
mentioned.

14. Tue principles here laid down
also serve to account for the benefit
experienced from certain remedies, the
employment of which was not easily
reconcileable with their general effects
in cases where there is an increased
secretion of bile; of this kind emetics
more especially are, which have often
puti an end to the paroxysm of sick
head-ach, after soothing, stimulating,
and antispasmodic remedies had all been
tried in turn without relief (12). As
vomiting, however, is in itself a morbid

action of a very important organ, it
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ought not to be recurred to frequently,
lest we should weaken the tone of the
stomach, and finally aggravate rather
than lessen the complaint we wish to
remove. It should therefore be had
recourse to only in the more severe
forms of sick head-ach, which resist
the other remedies mentioned; and
then it should be excited by sueh medi-
cines as are least debilitating in their
operation ; such as the Vitriolated Zinc,
‘taken in the quantity of a scruple er
half a drachm, in a cup-full of warm
water. Where the stomach (as some-
times happens) is very torpid, perhaps
the mustard vomit might be preferable.
But whatever be the article, the benefit
derived from it will in general be pro-
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tinged with bile, there seems rather a
redundancy of it in the primz viz, than
a deficiency, Perhaps the quantity of
bile which is secreted is so very con-
siderable, that though the greatest part
of it escapes into the primz viz, the
whole may not readily find a passage;
and the surcharge thus occasioned may
give rise to regurgitation and absorption.
The reason for this may probably be,
that the diameter of the common duct,
or of the larger branches of the por:
biliarii, though fully adequate to trans-
mit the whole of the bile secreted in
the healthy state of the liver, yet may
be insufficient to convey the excess pro-
duced under a hurried action of that
organ; and therefore, with every ap-
hpearance of a large supply of bile in the
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The action of mercury to a healthfr per-
son is that of accelerating the pulse,
producing buffy blood, or that appear-
ance of it which indicates inflammation,
" increasing the secretions, and giving
them a peculiar character of what has
usually been termed acrimony; and
which, whatever theoretical term we
adopt, obviously deviates from the
healthy state, by having a peculiar ten-
dency to emaciate and weaken the body,
and even to dispose it to dropsical effu-
sions, These being the ordinary effects of
mercury, it must be admitted that its use
1s peculiarly contra-indicated in these con-
stitutional diseases, which have a si:mhg
tendency to produce symptoms similar

to those arising from the mercurial
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action. On the other hand, those habits
either of health or disease, admit best,
the use of mercury, where there is little
general fever, or tendency to profuse
and debilitating discharges.

The very exception which might be
adduced to this general rule, in the de-
e¢ided benefit obtained by mercury in the
East Indian hepatitis, does, however, in
some degree, confirm this statement;
since it is admitted by the East Indian
practitioners, that salivation is excited
with some difficulty in this disease ; that
the hectic fever, profuse sweats, ema-
ciation, and symptoms of general irri-
tation, which so generally attend the
vigorous use of mercury in our own

country, are much less in degree in India;
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The general, and indefinite term of
bilious, as applied in popular language,
to almost every affection of the stomach
or intestines, and even of the nerves,
producing irritation, and symptoms of
hypochondriasis, has given rise to a very
general and indiscriminate use of mer-
cury in this country. This has been
done under a false impression, that all
those symptoms originate and are con-
nected with a diseased, or obstructed
liver: the same term is applied, whe-
ther the secretion be too copious, or
too scanty, whether the organ be too
hard or too soft, too large or too
small: in all cases, mercury, as a specific,
chiely on the authority of the East

Indian practice, has been recommended,

and is now in very general use,
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I should not have entered so fully
into the subject of mercury, if I had not
perceived a dangerous tendency to ex-
tend its application to diseases, in which
my own experience assures me it does
mischief.

It generally aggravates every symp-
tom of phthisis pulmonalis, either as
induced by the strong action of any
exciting cause, or the spontaneous and
progressive constitutional and morbid
action of tubercles, producing hezmoptoe,
and consequent suppuration.

So far should we be from considering
mercury, as a safe and effectual deobstru-
ent in such cases, that I am persuaded
suppuration, and the formation of bad pus

frequently follow its use. Calomel how-



81

ever as purgative united with jalap, will
relieve catarhal coughs, but not from
any specific power as a mercurial, for
other purgatives will do the same.

In the cavity of the abdomen, where
corresponding changes, to those which
take place in the thorax occur, mercury
will be found equally injurious, inde-
pendent of its power of acting on the
bilia:y and pancreatic system, or, on
the intestines as a purgative.

When exhibited by unction, or such
other means as to invite its action on
the circulating system, it will be found
in strumous affections of the mesenteric
glands, or of the spleen, or under the
formation of tumours of every descrip-

tion, accompanied with fever, to increase
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