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are by no means completely eradicated, even at this
period. I do not, however, pretend to determine pre-
cifely how far fuch prejudices may be juft, nor fhall 1
prefume to enter into any other than thofe general
caufes that may occur to my mind in the courfe of
this treatife. ;
Perhaps it may be faid, that while the ufe of this
remedy was more limited, while it was more cau-
tioufly adminiftered, and its confumption much
lefs than at prefent, it probably was more pure
" and genuine, and lefs adulterated by the admix-
ture of other barks, fince introduced in confequence
of the demand for it having much increal-
ed. To the introdultion, afterwards, of the
pale bark, and the fmall quilled fort, fo much mfe-
vior in power to that of a larger kind, although
moft in requeft, together with the carelefs and n-
difcriminate mode in which it ftill continues to be
ufed, even in cafes diametrically oppofite to each
other, (not to mention its inertnefs when long
kept in powder, with its frequent. adulteration in
that ftate,) muft be imputed much of the difappoint-
ment experienced. And when we reflect that fe-
veral remedies of eftablifhed reputation in certain
fpecific difeafes, have been, and ftill are, brought
into difgrace by being employed where no profpett
of fuccefs could be hoped for, and thefe allo com-
bined according to the fancy of the prefcriber,
with others that may influence their modus ope-
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ence of opinion can neither influence its confe-
quence as a drug, or its effets as a medicine, nor
fhall 1 tenacioufly adhere to this notion, when
more certain and convincing proofs are advanced
to the contrary,

Dr Relph in his ufeful inquiry concerning the
efficacy of the yellow bark, * has prefented us with
the defcription and arrangement of no lefs than nine
different {pecies of the Cinchona, from profeflor
Vahl, publithed in the Tranfactions of the Natural
Hiftory Society of Copenhagen : this, exclufive of
its demontftrating to us the different fpecies that
feem to be accurately afcertained, will ferve to ac-
count for the facility with which the bark in com-
mon ufe, may be mixed, or fophifticated, and the
ftrict attention it is requifite for profeflional gen-
tlemen to pay in order to have the different forts of
thefe articles pure and genuine. After remarking
on each of thefe fpecies, he conceives it a tafk of
the utmolt difficulty to refer the barks now employ-
ed to one or other of the fpecies he has mentioned.
It was thefe confiderations which induced him to
give fair and decifive trials to the yellow Peruvian
bark, which he found not only vaftly fuperior to
the common Cinchona, but to excel even the red.
The fame teftimony has been advanced in its favour
by the ingenious Dr W, Vaughan, whofe truly va-

* Vide Relph’s Inquiry into the efficacy of the yellow bark.
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agues and intermittent fevers; * but this appears
to be quitea different fpecies from that of whichI am
now teeating. Heacknowledges that it fometimes
failed, but imputes this failure ( perhaps not alto-
gether juftly) to the difference of the foil on which
it grew. It muft, however, be recollected, that the
plant he was then fpeaking of was the Safix vulga-
ris alba arborefeence of C. Baulin, or what is ufual-
ly termed the white willow, which Mr James found
by repeated trials, much inferior to that which he
has recommended.

From the favourable account given by Mr Stone
of the Salix Alba, Dr Cullen has {trongly recom-
mended it as a fubftitute for the Cort. Peruv. in
agues and intermittents. After noticing its fenfi
ble qualities, he fays, * thefe qualities perfuade me
%€ that it is a valuable medicine, and as promifing
¢ a {ubftitute for the Peruvian bark, as any I have
“ known to be offered.” Thefe remarks prove
the doubtful effeéts of ‘the Cinchona ; and had the
doctor lived to have noticed the fuperior effects of
the Salix - latifolia, there is no doubt but it would
have made a confpicuous figure in his work on the
Materia Medica. +

But although Mefl. James and White feem to
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The fame getitleman obferves, ¢ that the mode
of propagating it, is by cuttings of two or three
years growth, and of about three feet long,
“ which fhould be ftuck half way into the ground
“in the latter end of autumn, or beginning of
“ fpring:. It grows rapidly; extending to the
¢ height of eight feet in three years.” From the
eale with which it may be raifed, being remarka-
bly rapid in its growth, there can be little doubt
that its cultivation and increafe will hereafter be-
come of confiderable importance, and many pieces
of ground, otherwife unprodutive and of little
ufe, may perhaps be planted with a tree that can-
not but bring profit, and which will amply com-
penfate for the little trouble employed in its culti-
vation, efpecially as it may be convenicnitly plant-
ed in hedges, where little or no room will be taken
up. When the bark once gets generally intro-
duced into practice, it muft become an objeét with
the druggilts to keep it in their thops, to fupply the
apothecaries.

The molt proper time of gatheting the bark isin
May, June,and untilthe middle of July, as after this
period, it is found to adhere fo firmly to the tree,
as not cafily to be peeled off, neither does it appear
fo vigorous or juicy, as I have tound from experi-
ence. It fhould be cut into pieces, not more than
fiveinches in length, and the large thick bark to be
one or two inches in breadth., This muft be done
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prevented my depending much upon their efledts
in that ftate. In the form of extra& I have never
employed it, nor do I expelt any great degree of
allive efficacy to be derived from itin fuch a form.
Mr White fays, that rectified {pirit of wine is capa-
pable of extralting a much greater proportion of its
altive principles than water ;* but in this my expe-
rience leads me to fufpeét he miftakes, as will be
demonftrated hereafter. Mr James has not given
any regular or precife prefcription for a decoction 3
he has indeed given one which he ufed as an infu-
fion, but neither he nor Mr White have faid whether
the quantity ordered, which is two ounces, is to be
the recent bark, or that in a dried ftate. The
vaguenefs of this dire€tion I muft own embarrafled
me, when I refleCted on the great difference be-
tween the green frefh bark, and that in a dried
ftate ; but I conjectured that an ounce and a half,
or a little more, according to the length of time it
had been dried, would make a decoction fufficiently
ftrong for almoft any medicinal purpofe; and this
on experiment 1 found anfwered my intention per-
fectly. By this ceconomy, whichI have conftandly
practifed, I have been enabled when I found my
ftock low in the winter, to keep it up till 1 got a
frefh fupply at the proper feafon.

Perhaps what I have further to remark on this
fubject, and which has been entirely paffed over

# Vide Obfervations and Experiments, &c. p. zo.
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by Meflrs White and James, will be another mat-
ter of no {mall importance in its preparation, which
is this,—that taking it for granted, that whenever
this bark is prefcribed, it muft be underftood to be
more or lefs in a dried ftate, it will by all means
be advifeable to pound or bruife it well in a brafs
or iron mortar, prior to its being ufed for any
purpofe. I do notfay it is neceflary to powder it
fine, except when it is ufed as powder, but we muft
allow that if it be put in whole, or very flightly and
carelefsly bruifed, it will fall very far fhort of its
proper {trength, be the quantity ever fo large: and
fhould time permit, I have found it no fmall addi-
tion to the goodnels and efficacy of the deco&tion
in particular, (for I confider a mere infufion in hot
water, not properly calculated to extract its whole
powers) to infufe ic for a few hours in the fame
water previous to its being boiled. I think there
is no abfolute neceflity to confume one half of it
by boiling, as is diretted by Mr White in his For-
mula, fifteen or twenty minutes at the molt, in a
boiling {tate, feems quite fufficient, and if this be
done on a moderate fire and flowly, I am convinced
lefs of the deco(tion is wafted, and the preparation
is much better. *

* It is well known that the ftrength of many medicines
may be alcertained by tafting them. This I would advife to
be done, as I am afraid it is too much neglefied by many of






[ 39 |
die } fod in febre intermitente, dare aportet unciahi
unam aut duas fecundd wvel tertid quague hord absenté
Pﬂ rg #fl FiIge

Of late I have in fome cafes of dyfpepfia, coms
bined with this decofion, a fmall portion of the
Lign. Quaffie, by boiling it with the bark. It
may be tinftured more or lefs ftrongly with it;
dccording to the intention of the preferiber, and I
fometimes 4dd to it a few drops of the #in. lzvend.
camp. When thus mixed, it firongly refembles in
talte, the deco&ion of Ciort. Peruv. This method
has alfo been ufed by Mr White. From various
experiments, which will hereafter be detailed, I
find that the decoction, above all other preparations,
whether tintture, cold, or warm infufion, is much
{tronger, and miore fit for medical purpofes. I
cannot fpeak from experience on its effcés in pow-
der, fpirituous, or watety extraét; but I {trongly
falpe it will be found much lefs efficacious and
more uncertain in thefe lalt forms, exclufive of their
being more expenfive than the deco@ion.

As a tonic or stomachic, in dyfpeptic cafes, &c.
it has long been the cuftom to give the ext. ef pulv.
€inchone, with fteel and other powerful ingredients,
in the form of pills, eleCuaries, bolufes, tinture,
&c. witnefs thofe of Huxham, and the late profef=
for Whytt of Edinburgh. FEach of thefe modes
have been, and are ftill, efteemed by their advocates,
and no doubt confiderable benefit has been derived

F
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from their ufe, but as bark alone, whether in pow-
der, tin@ure, or extrad, has been found incapa-
ble of producing the fame effefts as when combin-
ed with thefe powerful auxiliaries, it may fairly be
prefumed, that the fame effets would have enfued,
had it been entirely left out of the compofi-
tion. All vegetable fubftances whatever will foon-
er or later lofe their efficacy by long keeping, and
expofure to light and atmofpheric air, particularly
in powder. It is therefore of valt importance not
only to have them of the beft quality, but allo
frefh powdered when wanted, by the apothecary,
or others under his infpection.

Previous to the detail of my experiments, in
which 1 have included feveral other barks, more
efpecially thofe which relate to the aftringent, or
what is more properly termed the tanning principles
( Fr. tannen) 1 have deemed it not altogether un-
neceflary, for the fatisfaction of thofe who may be
unacquainted with the fubje, to infert an abftralt
of what has been offered to the public in a valuable
and ingenious work, intituled, *“Rapport au Comite
“ de falut public, fur les nowveaux moyens de tannér
< Jes cuirs, propos par le Citoyen Amand Seguin,
& 3 Brumaire, an 3 de la republique.” ((1795. Y,

He remarks that ¢ Water poured into a veflel
“ upon #an, acquires after fome hours infufion, at
« the common temperature of the atmofphere, a
¢ brown colour, an aftringent tafte, and be-
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comes charged with the moft foluble fubftances
contained in the #an ; that by drawing off the
water, and adding a fimilar quantity to the tan
repeatedly, the whole of the foluble parts may
be fucceflively extratted, the water ceafes to ac-
quire colour, and there remains in the tub a
mere fibrous matter, or parenchymatous tex-
ture, infoluble in water, and no longer adapted to
the operation of tanni-g. It is therefore in this
water of infufion, or the lixiviations of #an, that
we muft feek for the foluble fubftances which
alone are eflicacious in TANNING.

“ On examination of the laft filtration, it is
found to be not only clearer, lefs impregnated,
and lefs acrid than the water of the firlt lixivia-
tion, but likewife that it poffeffes all the proper-
ties of the gallic acid. It reddens the infufion of
Heliotropium (“funsole ), aéts upon metallic
folutions, and, more particularly, precipitates a
black f@weula from fulphat of iron, &c. ; and it is
alfo found, that a piece of freth fkin, divelted of
its fat and fanguineous humours, and macerated in
this liquor, inftead of becoming compadt, is fof-
tened and {welled up.

¢ The liquor of the firlt infufion is of a differ-
ent character, is more coloured and aftringent,
not only exhibiting the properties of the gallic
acid, by the alteration it caufes in the blue co-
lours of vegetables, and the black precipitate it

F 2
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 Secondly, The liquor of the firft lixiviation,
alter having been faturated with glue, or ani-
mal gelatin, and forming an abundant precipitate
with that fubftance, is entirely deprived of the
tanning principle. It no longer differs from the
liquor of the laft filtration, and contains merely
a portion of the gallic acid : hence the addition of
fulphat of iron, affords a new precipitate with
this liquer,

“ Thirdly. As the tanning principle has a
fironger attraction to the animal gelatin, with
which it always formsaninfoluble precipitate, this
property affords a very convenient re-agent to
alcertain its prefence in any fluid immediately,
and to determine with precifion its quantity,
Accordingly, the infufion of tan poured into
milky whey, ferum, broths, &e. forms with thefe
liquors a precipitate more or lefs abundant, ac-
cording to the quantity of the gelatin they
contain,

“ Fourthly. The gallic acid, or if other terms be
preferred, the principle which precipitates the
{ulphat of iron, is often found alone, or at leaft
without being accompanied by the tanning prin-
ciple. Thus quinquina, crude, or torrified coffee,
the roots of the {traw-berry plant, ferophularia,
millefolium, arnica, gentian, flowers of camo-
mile, and a multitude of plants vaguely com-
prized under the title of aftringents, contain the
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over, before any vifible alteration could be perceiv+
ed, except in that in the yellow bark, which had af-
fumed a fitmnefs and beginning contration ; and in
eightdays appeared pretty well tanned : the common
peruvian was next in order, though foft and fpongy ;
the red more fo, but the anguftura not at all affeét-
ed. In ten days, the piece in the yellow bark was
taken out, being well tanned ; the others were re-
tained for eighteen days, but appeared to be foft
and fpongy. The experiment was repeated with
other infufions of the yellow, common, and red
barks ; the firft with three drachms to twelve
ounces, and the lalt two with half an ounce each to
fix ounces of water, with the fame refults, the yel-
low bark f{till evincing its fuperiority in tanning.

The whole of thefe experiments, though varied
and repeated, were fimilar in their refults. It there-
fore appears, that the ratio of their tanning
powers may be eltimated thus :—jfr/Z, tormentil ;
Jecond, falix ; third, oak; jfourth, yellow bark ;
ffth, cinchona offic. ; fixth, red bark, the anguftu-
ra poflefling none. Sometime after this, having
become acquainted with the peculiar property of
animal gelatin in immediately alcertaining the pre-
fence of tan, 1 flattered myfelf it might enable me
more juftly to determine the accuracy of thofe ex-

periments already detailed,
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of glafs to dry. The produls of Eacl‘i, when ac-
curately weighed, were oak 6:, falix 15, and tor-
mentil 231 grains.

Experiment X

Was made with decodtions of the yellow, com-
mon peruvian, and red barks, exattly in the fame
proportion as in the lalt experiment, and filtered
through paper. The yellow bark took fomething
more than one drachm of gelatin to precipitate its
tan completely ; and on adding more, the precipi-
tation ceafed. The two others became only tur-
bid on the addition of a fmall quantity of gelatin,
but the common peruvian fhewed more fediment
than thered. A cold infufion of the fame barks,
yielded but little fediment ; but on repeating the
experiment with a warm infufion, which had flood
for four hours, the quantity of the fediment or
tan proved more abundant than in either of the
two former experiments.

From the foregoing experiments it appears that
the tormentil, falix, and oak yield more of thejr
tanning principle to a decocion, than to warm, or
cold infufions, and that a warm infufion of the
Cinchona gives out more of its #an than either the
decoction or cold infufions. OFf courfe it would
appear, that fkin might be more readily tanned by
keeping the liquor in a moderate degree of heat,

than in a cold medium, and may ferve to prove
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Tor this purpofe I made a decottion of two ounces
of grofsly powdered falix bark into two pints of rain
water, which was [uffered to boil gently for fifteen
minutes. A tin&ure was alfo made with four
ounces of reified fpirit, to two drachms of finely
powdered batk, which is exaltly in the fame pro-
~portion as the deco&tion. After repeated trials
made in the mode recommended by Mr White, the
refults turned out (o uncertain, and contradiftory,
that they could not be trufted to ; I therefore chofe
the following method to alcertain this fact more
accurately : a phial being felected of a conical fhape;
and accurately weighed, the fame water with which
the decoftion was made, was put therein, till it
arofe to fuch a height as exaltly weighed two
ounces. This being carefully marked on the out-
{ide with a diamond; the water was poured out, the
phial wiped cleany and fuffered to drain till dry. It
was then filled to the fame mark with the decoc-
tion, and found to weigh eleven grains heavier than
with the water. As the fpecific gravity of reéti-
fied {pirit is much lefs than that of water, two ounces
of this of courfe occupied more fpace in the phial,
which was alfo marked after the fame manner.
After being weighed with fpirit, it was filled with
the tin@ure that had digefted for four days, and
found to weigh exaétly fix grains and a hall more
than the {pirit.
H
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Experiment XV,

To the two ounces of decoction weiglied in cori-
parifon with water in the former experiment, I
put one ounce of water. It was precipitated com-
pletely, but took four drachms and a half of animal
gelatin.  The fediment being carefully colleted, as
in experiment IX, weighed exaltly twenty-five
grains and a half. To the fame quantity of the
tinfture, weighed in comparifon with the decoc-
tion, was added nearly fix times its quantity of
water.  This was deemed neceffary to promote its
precipitation of zan freely with the animal gelatin.
No decompofition, or any precipitation of fediment
took place on mixing it with the water, or any
change of its colour, except its becoming a little
paler; but on dropping in the animal gelating a
valt precipitation followed in the form of light
clouds, which differed from the former experi-
ment, which. precipitated floculi of a more folid
form. The precipitation took up a confiderable
time, and the gelatin was added as the fediment
fell to the bottom. Nearly the fame quantity of
gelatin was ufed in this experiment as in that with
the decoétion; but as the tan here was far lefs in
quantity, it only mixed with the fuperincumbent Ii-
quid. It remained fo long fufpended, as to take up
four days to fettle it firmly to the bottom of the
phial.  After cautioufly filtering it through cloth,
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it was colleted on glafs, dried, and found to
weigh nine grains and one-fourth,

Experiment XVI.

Twenty-five grains of each of the following
powders, viz. tormentil, falix, oak, yellow, red,
common, and anguftura barks, were well tri-
turated with one ounce of warm water in a marble
mortar, and put into feven feparate phials, each
containing half an ounce of putrid ox gall. - An
eighth phial containing warm water and gall alone,
was kept as a ftandard. Thefe were placed in a
covered veffel, and by means of a water bath, kept
ina heat varying from 96 to 100 of Farenheit’s
thermometer. On mixing the liquids containing
the powders of falix and tormentil, with the putrid
gall in the phials, a partial coagulation was inftant-
ly produced, and on being well fhook, their offen-
five mell was powerfully correted, whereas on the
union of the other compofitions with the putrid
gall, no fuch phenomena could be perceived, ex-
cepting the anguftura, which though it exhibited
no appearance of coagulation, was greatly correét-
ed in its foetor. After four hours digeftion, the
putrid fmell of the gall was leflened in all the phials,
and even appeared to be fomewhat corretted in the
ftandard.

In eight hours, the phial containing the tor-
mentil was entirely divefted of its foetor. The

H 2
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was pereeived, except in the ftandard, which
imelled a little. 1In eighteen hours, the ftandard
was tainted ; the red, anguftura, and common
tarks, fmelied a lietle; the yellow bark, oak, falix,
and tormentil were {weet,

In twenty.four hours, the {tandard became quite
foetid, the red bark offenfive, the common peru-
vian and anguftura rather fo, but the yellow bark
lefs. The oak, falix, and tormentil, were ftill
fweet. In thirty-fix hours, the ftandard became
very putrid ; the red bark feetid, the common and
anguftura much the fame as before, but rather
more putrid ; the tormentil a litile changed, the
falix fomewhat more fo, the oak rather offenfive,
and the yellow bark fomewhat acidulous, and
fmelled a little. At the end of fifty hours, the red
bark became very offenfive ; the common and an-
gultura the fame; the feetor of the yellow bark was
encreafed ; and the oak, falix, and tormentil were
comparatively more offenfive. ' At the expiration
of fixty hours they were again examined, and found
to poffefs their comparative degrees of putridity as
before ftated, the tormentil and falix excepted,
which now retained little, if any feetid odour;
the red, anguftura, common, and yellow, were all
very feetid, the laft two not fo much as the others ;
however the oak was feetid, the falix a little fo, but
the tormentil ftill preferved its purity, and had no
dgetor.  All the phials excepting the falix and tor-
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with her conftitution, and fuppofing that the cors,
angufl. &c. I had given her was the peruvian bark,
fhe took quantities of it in port wine, and in decoc-
tion, of her own accord, but this fo far from reliev-
ing her always difagreed with her ftomach. Sea
voyages, and fea bathing did her good, and fhe of-
ten went on thefe excurfions with her hufband.
She never was quite free from Leucorrhcea, al-
though feveral remedies particularly adapted to her
{ituation were tried, not even excepting injetions of
various forts, whichonly afforded her partial benefit,
although in other cafes of this fort, they proved
falutary. 1 never could afcertain, although ftrict
enquiry was made, that the vagina or uterus was
affeCted with any local difeafe, except this debility.

In the latter end of December, 1799, on expofure
to cold, the became affetted with violent cough,
pains in the cheft, with thin mucal expettoration
and feverifhnefs, which by venefection, and the ufe
of anodyne petoral medicines, foon went off.

After this period, viz._in 1800, fhe became fo
firm in her health, and changed in her conftitution,
that her fubfequent indifpofitions (which were
cough, head-ach, &c.) partook fo much of an in-
_ flammatory nature, as always rendered it neceflary
for her to lofe blood; but as the fluor albus ftill
remained, it occurred to my mind that the decof.
cort. falicis might perhaps be ufeful: fhe took
it for three or four weeks, cochl. iii. vel. iv. ter

K
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de die, and to my no {mall aftonifhment, it quite
removed this very troublefome and obflinate com-
Plah_lt..

CASE. 1L

Mrs A. P. aged 48 years, confulted me in 1799.
She had borne feveral children ; her labours were fe-
vere, and fhe had nurfed the children too long. A-
mong other complaints to which fhe was fubject,
fuch as dyfpepfia, general debility, painsin her lum-
bar region, thighs, &c. fhe was much affected with
lewcorrbea and prolapfus uteri for about ten years.
The latter did not protrude completely, but was at
times leflened on her keeping herfelf quiet, and free
from exertions, and her belly open. She took fome
gentle laxatives, wore flannel, and took allo cochl. iv
ex dec. cort. falicis ter el quater de die for eighteen
days. The difcharge went quite away ; her appetite
was reftored, as well as her mufcular {trength ; and
the pains in her back and thighs left her.  As fhe
ufed the decoction fomewhat weaker in the form of
injeion, the prolapfus was fo much better as not at
all to protrude. To prevent its falling down, I ad-
viled the ufe of a peffary, but could not prevail on
her to comply with this direction. Some months
after this I faw her, and fhe informed me it had
begun to return. At this I was not furprized, for
fhe was fo indolent, and carelefs of her health,as tq
pay but very littleregard to it. She often ftood foy
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hours in the open air in the market, and could it
be prevailed upon either to continue the decotion;
or apply the peflary recommended.

_ . CASE IV.

In the month of March, 1802, alady of remarka-
bly delicate ftamina, aged 30 years, who had borne
and nurfed four children, befides experiencing two
abortions, and wholfe labours were tedious, and at-
tended with profufe uterine hemorrhages, confulted
me, after weaning her laft child, for the following
complaints, viz. violent pains in the loins and thighs;
accompanied with fluor albus to a great degree,
and prolapfus uteri. Her appetite was depraved,
tongue white, with thirft, {kin for the moft partdry
and cold, though fhe frequently felt feverith, her
pt::lfe feeble, catamenia irregular, and profufe in
quantity, and the whole of her general habit
much debilitated. |

The long contintuance of her complaints, and the
little benefit fhe had derived from the variety of me-
dicines prefcribed for her in the ufual routine; fuch
as cortex peruv. tincl. rofar. acid witriol. ichthyocolla,
as well as other remedies recommended by the
good ladies, gave her but {mall hopes of experienc-
ing benefit from a farther ufe of medicine. Buf as
I affured her that her cafe appeared to me, fromaccus
rate enquiry, to proceed more from awant of energy
and vigour in her fyftem, than from any internal
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local affetion in the thoracic or abdominal vifcera,
fhe being free from thofe fymptoms which indicated
fuch a tendency, Iinduced her to hope for fuccefs.
Previous, however, to her entering on the ufe of
the falix, as fhe was by no means of a conftipated
habit, I prevailed on her to wear flannel, and fhe
then took cochl. iii. wel iv. ex decolt. cort. falicis
ter de die, which was combined with a fmall
portion of lign. quafliz. This fhe continued for
about three weeks ; but after the end of four days,
fhe told me fhe had never found equal benefit from
any thing fhe had taken before. When ten or
twelve days had paflfed over, fhe affured me her
difcharge had nearly gone off, and the prolap-
fus uteri was very nearly gone, together with the
pains in her loins, &c. exprefling at the fame time
a wifh to leave off taking her medicine, which I re-
fufed ; but being coftive fhe took fome laxative
pills. The whole of the decotion I could get her
to take was only eight half pints. She, however,
recovered fo well, as in a very little time after to

become pregnant, and is now in an excellent ffate
of health.

CASE V.

In the year 1798, September sth, I vifited 'W.
Hoggir, a ftout robuft man, aged 32, who had for-
merly been fubjett to fcrophulous affections in fe-
veral of the lymphatic glands ; fome of thefe had
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It was on the 18th of March, 1799, that he firlk
confulted me, and on the 25th of April that he re-
lapfed, a period of 37 days, and about 34 days
from his ague having left him. I faw him in this
fit, which had come on before I arrived. He com-
plained of viclent head-ach, pains in his back, limbs,
&c.; tongue white, but clean ; pulle 120; fkin dry,
and hot. The fame treatment was adopted as above
mentioned, with the fame fuccefls ; but, as he dif-
relithed the decoétion I had given him, the folutio
mineralis, as recommended by Dr TFowler, was
given him thrice a-day, in draughts of ten drops
for a dofe at firlt, and then augmented to fifteen.
In the ufe of this he continued for fix or feven days,
but his fits did not quite leave him, although they
were lefs violent., I then prefled him to reaflume
the decocl. cort. falicis, afluring him it was prefera-
ble, and more fafe : to this he confented, and took
in the whole eight half pints of it, though not with
regularity. His fits entirely left him on the 4th of
May, but he took the decoction till the 16th, and
remained quite free from his complaint.

CASE VIL

William Crank, feamen, aged 18 years, was
from expofure to cold and wet, attacked with
febrile fymptoms on the ift of April, 1799, His
illnefs commenced with a fhivering fit, accompani-
ed with head-ach, ficknefs, pains in the loins and
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limbs, pulfe 124, fkin hot and dry, tongue parched,
with great thirft, and his belly fomewhat coftive.
He took exa(tly the fame remedies as had been at
firit preferibed for Williamson. On the fecond day
he was much better, had perfpired freely, and vo-
mited feveral times a vilcid yellowith fluid. His
head-ach, and pains in the limbs, were better,
tongue moift, thirft moderate, and his pulfe fell to
‘go.  On the third day, he took a bolus ex calomel.
¢» pulv. cathart. which opened him freely. The
next day, being the fourth from the firft attack,
he was fent, contrary to my exprefs defire, to fea.
I fent on fhip-board 1bifs. or ibii. decodt. cort. Jfali-
¢is, two opening bolufes, and two dozen pow-
ders ex cort. anguft. a gr. xv. with direGions
to keep him free from work until he got ftrength.
The fhip met with contrary winds, the weather
proved ftormy, and compelled her to return. His
difeafe aflumed the tertian type, regularly attack-
ing him every other day. On the 16th of April,
twelve days after he failed, 1 {aw him juft when he
had recovered from a fit of his ague, and put him
on the folutio mineralis gr. x ter de die abfente pa-
roxyfmo; the dofe was increafed to twenty drops. The
medicine was continued to the 26th or 27th, al-
though he had but one fit afier he began with it.
As his appetite was {mall, and his ftrength little,
I gave him pulv. cort. anguit. gr. xii. bis in die, till
the 2d of May, when he grew ftronger, but his






[ & ]

parched, pulfe 118, but he was not coftive. I pre-
fcribed a faline fudorific mixture, a dofe every
third or fourth hour. On the 24th he felt eafier,
had perfpired, and his pulfe leflened to go. He
then took the decoction every third hour, to the
quantity of one ounce and a half each dofe. The
25th being his bad day, his fit had returned, but
proved not fo violent as the former. The mix-
ture was repeated, and he took an opening bolus
ex calom. c. p. cathart. to procure ftools. The de-
cottion was perfevered in as before. On the 27th
no fit occurred. He ufed his decoétion on the
28th, and the day following continued free from
any attack ; but being coftive, the bolus was pre-
{cribed as before. The decotion was continued
till the firft of September, and to improve his appe-
tite gr. xii. pulv. cort. angy/t.were given twice a day
in white wine and water. The whole of the decoc-
tion which he took amounted to about feven half
pints, and his cure was efteted in about nine days.

CASE IX.

W. Walker, aged 18 years, was feized on the
7th ‘of January, 1802, with a confiderable deprel-
fion of f{trength, chillinefs, quick pulfe, dry fkin,
thirft, want of appetite, naulea, head-ach, pains
in his limbs, and coftivenefs in his belly. The
day following I faw him, and ordered pulv. anti-
mon. gr iti. bydrarg. muriat. mit, gr. is cons. ros.q .
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$. ft. bol. 6ta. quag. hora fecundus. ‘This pro-
duced a mild diaphoresis, and operated by vomit-
ting, which leflfened the quicknefs of his pulfe,
diminifhed his head-ach greatly, and the pains in
his limbs, but did not procure any evacuation by
ftool. On the 10th, he took a bolus, ex calom. gre.
fii. p. rhai gr. viii., falap, gr. ix. ; but this not opera-
ting, he was ordered fal. glaub. %i. manna /. ag.
tepid. %iv. which had the defired effe®. On the
s1th his fever left him, although his appetite was
poor, and he was much debilitated. He was or-
dered p. cort. anguf?. gr. x. bis in die.  On the 15th,
he appeared much better, his appetite having re-
turned, but he complained of a pain or ftitch in
bis left fide, to which a blifter was applied. Not
fecing him again until the 19th, T found he had
been attacked the preceding day with a cold fit,
fucceeded with violent heat, and feverifhnefs,
which lafted for fome hours. I ordered him ab-
Jente paroxyfmo, cochl. iii. decodl. cort. falicis stia,
quaq. hora; this was repeated the day following,
and he fecmed faft recovering, but refufed to take
any more medicines till the 26th, when the decoc-
tion was repeated, he having the day before had
another fit. On the 27th and 28th, the deco&ion
was repeated. His fit fhewing no tendency to re-
turn, he left off taking his medicines ; but on the
3d of February, he relapfed again, and, with reluc-

tance, took three more phials, each containing eight
ra
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tents, ‘This praitice aftonithed me, as it differs fo
much from the improved ftate of modern furgery.
The fore was completely fiftulous, and a large finus
extended confiderably backwards and downwards,
nearly in conta& with the fpinous procefs of the
right os #llii. ~ Another abfcefs had alfo broke out
after this, on the contrary fide of the wumbilicus,
fomewhat lower down than the former. It was
alfo fiftulous from the fame mal-treatment, but not
fo extenfive as the former. The edges of thefe
wounds were hard, jagged, very wide or gaping,
and appeared loofened from their adhefion to the
abdominal mufcles. The difcharge was ichorous,
often tinged with blood, fometimes feetid, acri-
monious and painful. The furrounding integu-
ments appeared tinged with a dingy brown reddifh
hue.

Towards the evenings, the was affeted with-
feverith heats, had reftlefs nights, thirft, and lofs
of appetite. She appeared much fhrunk in her
mufcular fyftem, much of her ufual fat was ab-
forbed, her abdomen, which was tenfe and firm,
now became loofe and pendulous. About a fort-
night after the had come under my care, a cuticu-
far eruption, refembling p/ora, broke out over
her whole body, particularly on her breaft and
abdomen, and when warm in bed, plagued her
intolerably.  For this fhe took pills ex Aydrarg.
muriat. mit. and fome gentle purges., From the
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24th of March, to the 14th of April, by thefe me-
dicines, and the affiltance of Sir John Pringle’s
ointment, mentioned in his book on army difeafes,
which fhe ufed now and then, fhe got cured of this
teazing complaint.  As fhe had taken great quanti-
ties of the cinchona in powder, and deco&ion, but
more of the former, I enquired if the found any
benefit from it? She replied in the negative, faying
it difagreed with her ftomach, and the hoped I
would give her any thing elle, as fhe could take no
more bark.

In the latter end of April, the began with ten
ozs. of the falix decotion ; had the fame May 2d,
sth, 7th, and gth ; and finding herlelf better, the
difcharge more confiftent, and the wounds lefs
painful, fhe continued it until the middle of
July, a period of about eight weeks. The wounds
were drefled, with dry lint applied on their exteri-
or furfaces, occafionally fprinkled with Jydrarg.
mitrat. rub. and covered with a large pledget of tow,
with ointment compofed ex. ung. refin. flav. cerat. et
ung. gum. elam. p. @. diflolved over a flow fire, a
moft ufeful application in many chirurgical cafes.
‘Thefe (with the affiftance of a double headed flannel
roller, applied round the abdomen, fo as to decuf-
[ate each other, and by that means not only ferve
to produce an adhefion of thedetached integuments,
but bring the edges of the wounds into clofe con-
tact, and allo prefs out the matter,) were of effen-
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highly tinged, belly conftipated, ftools white, pull®
quick and feeble, tongue white, with frequent fick-
nefls, naufea, and extreme languor. A large hard
tumour occupied the right Aypechondrium; and was
painful when prefled : this pain extended to the top
of her fhoulder, and fhe was unable to lie on the
contrary fide, had difficult refpiration, fome cough;
but no expectoration. She had had no regular ad-
vice, but fomething to keep her open, and rub on
the {welling, procured from 4 druggift, who never
~faw her. At this period, fuppuration had actually
taken place in her liver ; and her great debility
and emaciated condition, gave little profpect of her
recovery, except the difeafed vifcous fhould adhere
to the parietes of the abdomen, or make its exit
through the inteftinal canal.

To obviate coltivenefs, pills éx ext. cath. e lydrarg:
mur. mit. were given, dnd the ung. bydrarg c. camph.
rubbed in fmall quantities on the tumor night and
morning. Gentle anodynes were adminiftered oc-
cafionally, and when the cathartics were omitted,
the pil. bydrarg. with the wnction were continued.
At the end of twelve days a ptyali/m came on,
which was regulated according to circumitances,
by {ufpending, or going forward with the mercurial
courfe. Pulv. anguft. gr. xii. bis in die, were oc-
cafionally given, which improved her appetité
and digeftion. About the latter end of February
the tumor foftened, grew lefs painful, more promi-

M
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nent, and indicated a tendency to break externally.
By the ufe of cataplafms, fomentations, &c. it be-
came foft, ahd the integuments appearing thin, and
difcoloured, I made an opening on the Sth of
March, which difcharged above half a pint of good
pus. DBy my finger, introduced, the cavity of the
abfcefs did not appear deeply feated, but on pref-
fure, the matter appeared to come mid-way from
the fpine. Asit did not difcharge quite freely, but
fhewed a tendency to heal, T kept it open with a
fponge tent, as fhe pofitively told me fhe would not
fuffer (if required) the operation to be repeated. 1t
continued after this to difcharge freely; but the
alterative courfe was deemed neceflary to be pur-
fued, on account of the tumor ftill remaining hard,
and enlarged in its circumférence, till the middle of
April, when it greatly leflened. Her health before
this was much improved, her ftools regular and na-
tural, her appetite mended, and fhe took the benefit
of walking out. The anguftura bark certainly af:
forded her much benefit, agreed with her flomach,
and was given her in the fuppurative ftage ; but
after the abfcefs was opened, paroxyfms of fever
fupervening, with thirft, quick pulfe, and reftlefs
nights, I gave her (not having the pulv. anguf-
tura ready at hand) ten ounces of the decsc?. falicis,
which fhe took three or four times a day in the
ufual dofe. The fuperior benefit fhe derived from
this was fuch, that fhe found her recovery go on
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CASE XIV.

‘Thomas Smith, a ftrong man, aged 52 years,
wras attacked three weeks before I faw him, with
violent pain in the flefhy part of his right thumb,
ball of his hand, and wrift, accompanied by ftrong
rigors, and violent fever, with thirft, even to a ftate
of delirium. He was bled freely, took anodynes,
%c. ufed fomentations and cataplafms, tiil I faw
him on the 6th of May, 1800, when I found the
whole of his hand, fingers, thumb, and wrift, much
tumefied ; the fuppuration appeared deeply feated
among the tendons of the hand, and fingers, even
underneath the writ and flexor tendons; the in-
flammation extending up the fore arm, contratted
his fingers and wrift. He appeared much exhauft-
ed, his pulfe quick and feeble, with great thirft, &c.
added to great deje&tion of mind, from the terror
of lofing his arm, as the gentleman whofe pa-
tient he had been, in confultation with another,
had decided for amputation. I confoled him with
the hopes of faving it, by afluring him, that no-
thing fhort of a mortification fhould induce me to
adopt this plan ; and, were it to take place, it could
not be fafely attempied, till nature had fet the
boundaries where to begin the operation. Thus
encouraged, he became more chearful, and in bet-
ter fpirits. As he complained of increale of pain
at every application of the hot poultices, 1 ventur-









[ 94 ]

tind protuded in this way to nearly half an inch
from the wound, } faw that it was entirely de-
prived of its periofteum, and muft exfoliate; or be
fawed off. The latter I forbore, for fear of the in-
jury it would fuftain from vibration in operating:
It very foon exfoliated, and granulations appear-
ing, the wrilt became firm fooner than I exped-
ed. One of the carpal bones, prior to the adhe-
fion of the ulna, flipped cut ; it was quite found,
and proved to be the os pififorme.

At the time of my firft attendance in May, the
patient was fo much weakened as to keep his bed;
but becoming more lively, he got up at times, till
after fome days he was obliged to continue in bed,
being feized with a violent pain in his right hip,
extending down his thigh: This was attributed to
cold, and the pain encreafing with his fymptomatic
fever, his thigh encreafed toa vaft fize; threaten-
ing a great {fuppuration. It was fuffered to break of
itfelf ; and the matter getting veut through a fmall
aperture, a little below the great trochanter, I en-
larged it by a fmall incifion, through which iffued
about two quarts of well formed pus, the whole
not being fuffered to be difcharged then. Three
days after this, he was attacked by profufe
diarrhcea, accompanied with fome griping pains in
his bowels, which continued four days, when they
ceafed by the ufe of wine, cordial medicines, and
the infus. anguft. c. julep. e. cret. et tinct. theb. {Fc. It is
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enough for me to fay, (and it was what I did not ex-
pec,) that this alarming abfcefs was completely
healed up, folidly, in one month from its breaking.
No poultices were ufed before or after it had broke,
but flannels moiftened, a little warm, with fomen-
tations ex abfinthii cham. &e. The wound was
dreffed fimply in the fame way as the hand and
arm, my chief dependence being on a double
headed flannel roller, applied in the fame manner,
and with the fame views, viz, to exclude air,
prefs out the difcharge, and promote the union
of the mulcles, and integuments. The decoi?.
Jfalicis, which had been laid afide during his
diarrhoea, was reaffumed ; for although this
bark is powerfully aftringent, yet the experience 1
had acquired refpeting the good effedts of the me-
dicines that were ufed, induced me to prefer them
in this inftance,

From the vaft difcharge that took place from his
thigh, arm, hand, fingers, &c. together with the
diarrheea, he was fo reduced as not to leave his bed,
till the beginning of July, when he began to recover
his ftrength gradually, and to walk out, and by the
end of Auguft waited on me to be drefied. The
wounds in his arm and wrifts ftill remained un-
healed 3 but the difcharge was trifling to what it
had been; many large floughs, with the tendons of
the fore and little fingers, befides a {mall exfolia-
tion from the firft metacarpal bone, were thrown

N
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off. Stll, however, as was to be expeted, his
hand and fingers appeared a mere diforganized
mafs. To reduce this, I plainly aflured him much
time was neceflary, and that he was not to expett
his hand would be reftored fo as to enable him to
ufe his fingers, which were half bent, and his wrift,
though quite free from its bend, nearly anchylofed.
It was enough that his hand had been faved
from the knife : more than this I ceuld not pro-
mife, neverthelefs the contradtion which had taken
place was giving way, and his hand promifes to be-
come ufeful. It was not till near two years had
elapfed, that his hand became leflened to a mode-
rate fize. About a year after his attack, his hand
not difcharging, except from one or two fmall
wounds, he frequently worked in his garden, and
afterwards commencing the bufinefs of travelling
as a carrier of fmall ware with a fmall cart, he be-
came quite hale and ftrong. At the period I am
writing, O¢tober 20, 1802, he has one fmall wound
remaining on the third bone of the metacarpus
~ through which a piece of bone is exfoliating, Of
all the medicines prefcribed for him, the decoion
of the falix pleafed him moft. The quantity he
took was confiderable, and when it was fufpended,
which now and then happened for two or three days,
from his not fending for it, he affured me he felt
the fame degree of difappointment as he had expe-
riegced at times when deprived of his tobacco.
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CASE XV.

William Swales, aged 17 years, confulted me on
account of a pain in his back, with weaknefs in his
lower limbs, which often caufed him to fall down
when off his guard in walking. On examination,
his fpine fhewed an incipient projection of the
fourth and fifth dorfal vertebre. This was in the
beginning of September, 1797. Cauftics were ap-
plied on each fide of the projedtion, the {loughs fepa-
rated, and each iffue held from five to fix beans. In
lefs than a month he was taken out of my care, and
fent to his native place; and in about two months
more his iffues were fuffered to heal. In the fpringof
1798, I heard he was much worle, and in May fol-
Jowing fent to the county hofpital. At this time I
faw him. His vertebrz proje&ted much more ; his
fpine was more curved, his belly almolt flat to his
back, his thighs and the calves of his legs were
much pined, and his limbs could fcarcely fupport
his body. Whenhe had remained in the hofpital
two months, he was dilcharged, after taking a large
quantity of cinchona, to bathe in the fea. On the
11th of Auguft, he again applied to me, and the
cauftics were reaflumed, and kept difcharging
freely. In the beginning of November, he was fo
much mended, as to throw away the ftaff that fup=
ported him in walking ; his whole frame appeared
much improved ; his legs and thighs were more
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mufcular, and his belly more prominent. At
Chriftmas he was fo well as to dance at a merry
meeting. His iffues were ftill kept open, the num-
ber of beans in them were reduced to two in each,
and his health nearly reftored ; and in the beginning
of April, 1799, he went to fea.

He began the ufe of the falix decoétion, Auguft
17, 1798, and continued it with fome intermiffions
till March 13, 1799. He had before taken the
cinchona in' the hofpital, which difagreed with his
ftomach, often made him fick, and fometimes
purged him. After taking the falix decotion for
a month with fuccefs, I difcontinued it for fome days
to determine the confequences. The iffues looked
inflamed, or rather flabby, the difcharge became
thin and acrimonious, and he felt hot and feverifh.
On repeating the decoftion, his amendment ap-
peared evident. From the inattention of my fhop-
man, the decotion was fometimes omitted, and at
other times made weak, by putting in too much
water. All this was guefled at, and found out
from the appearance of the iflues, and of courfe re-
medied. He took in all about 40 pints of the de-
coction. His fpine did not recover its form, al-
though the curvature was leflened. He has fince
left off going to fea, and although he is now em-
ployed as a weaver, is ftill in a tolerable ftate of
health,
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Two other cafes of incurved fpine, have been
fuccefsfully treated fince under my care, and In
thefe the decoct. falicis was ufed with the moft
decifive benefit,

CASE XVL

Benjamin Johnfon, now 26 years of age, was,
in the fummer of 1794, attacked with meafles,
which left a tendernefs in his eyes, and a bodily
weaknefs. In September, the fame year, from get-
ting cold, he became feverith, and a fwelling or
tumour arofe in the calf of his left leg. It was
poulticed and rubbed with various applications,
but afterwards broke into a fmall aperture, dif-
charging a thin ferous fluid ; the external covering
was alfo thickened, and the fore became filtulous.

In January, 1795, he applied as a patient fo a
public charity. No internal medicines were given
him during eleven weeks, but a common drefling,
which he ufually applied himfelf to his leg. By
this time another opening came below the firft,
through which a probe was inferted. After thisa
profeffional gentleman laid open the finus into
one wound, which difcharged freely, but evinced
no difpofition to heal. While he was in this ftate,
a tumefaction took place in his heel, extending to
the inftep of his foot. This afterwards broke, and
difcharged from a fmall aperture on the interior
part of the heel the fame fort of crude matter ; and
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this was followed by another opening nearly op-
pofite to the former, with the fame effe@. Added
to thefe, in the fpring of the year 1796, arofe a
fimilar enlargement, or tumour, in the calf of his
right leg, which alfo broke, and was laid open, but
without amendment, either in the wounds, or his
habit of body. He was fent on the gth of June, the
fame year, to the county hofpital, where he remain-
ed nine months, took the cinchona in powder, for
near fix, and a decoltion for the other three
months. Common dreflings were applied to his
wounds. At theend of February, 1797, he was fent
home to bathe in the fea. The wound of the heel
remained open, but that in the fame leg was healed.

In May following, he began fea-bathing, and
continued it for a month without advantage. The
latter end of July he went again into the hofpital,
where he remained four months, three of which
were fpent in taking the nitric acid, which at firft
made his mouth fore, till he fucked it through a
glafs tube. From this he found no benefit, ex-
cept that of increafing his appetite ; and he fhrewd-
ly remarked, that this was the more hard, as they
gave him no better diet, and did not increafe his
allowance.

In the year 1798, a humane worthy gentleman,
for whom he fometimes worked in his bufinefs,
beftowed on him two guinea, and about fix half-
guinea, bottles of Dr Brodum’s botanical fyrup,
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which he took regularly, but felt no alteration or
effeCt on his health, appetite, or the ftate of his
wounds. He compared this to thick figuorice wwa-
ter, faid it was not unpleafant, and had a dark
black fediment in it. In the month of February,
1800, gentleman, then furgeon to the parith work-
houfe, faw him, prebed his wounds, ufed fimple
dreflings, and gave him for about 2 month, what
appeared to me the muriated barytes, but without
benefit. In the middle of April, he, in confulta-
tion with another of the faculty, advifed an ampu-
tation of the left leg, where the heel was difeafed,
which was agreed upon. In the interim Dr W.
‘Scott, already mentioned, was requefted to be pre-
fent at the operation. The apparatus was ready,
and even the tourniquet applied: two other gen-
tlomen, the operator, and Dr Scott, were prefent.
Prior to the commencement of the operation, the
doctor examined the lymphatic glands of the groins,
which had not before been attended to, in both of
which he found enlargements. Fortunately for the
poor fellow, he gave his opinion againft the
operation, which providentially was relinquifhed.
Having heard much concerning this affair, and
the man poflefling an excellent charatter, I applied
to the good gentleman, his patron, with whom I
was on intimate terms, to learn the ftate of hig
cale, but could obtain nothing fatisfaltory. He
deplored his fituation as hopelefs, and emphatical-
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Iy remarked that every thing bad been done, as he
had been under the care of the firf? profeffional folks in
the county, and had the beff adwvice. I ventured to
affure him, that he might pofibly be miftaken, that
I would fee him, and if any profpe&t offered of do-
ing him good, attempt it. The next morning,
the 1oth of March, 1801, I vifited him ; he ap-
peared much emaciated, remarkably thin in the
face, and his arms, legs, and thighs, had quite
Ioft their plumpnefs ; his pulfe was flow, his appe-
tite little, his fkin without the lealt moif-
ture, generally cold, and his face and whole body
remarkably pallid. His urine and ftools were re-
gular, and from interrogating him clofely, I was
clearly of opinion that his thoracic and abdominal
vifcera were found. His left limb was much
walted ; the whole of the os caleis appeared
greatly enlarged, the foot, particularly the inftep,
much tumefied. The integuments, efpecially
thofe covering the wound on its exterior furface,
were of a dull crimfon colour. A {mall wound
was vifible, upon which I prefled my finger,
and difcovered a fpongous feel of the bone. I
told him the whole of the heel bone would exfoli-
ate, ag it wascarious. Next day he fhewed me his
other leg : the great toe was enlarged, and appear-
ed difeafed with caries, and a wound 1n the calf
ftill difcharged. I noted down, at different times,
the narrative of his cafe, till this period, and found
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him very corret in his details. It was from the
Jfalix that I hoped to derive fome benefit, although,
at firlt, my expetations were not very fanguine.
His heel and toe were drefled lightly with lint, dipt
in pure acetous acid, mixed with a {mall portion ex
tinél. lavend. firlt placed on the wound, and cover-
ed with a pledget of digeftive. The acid L had ufed
on fimilar occalions, as it gave little or no pain,
and evidently promected exfoliation.  After ten
days drefling, the difeafed bone pufhed out of the
wound, and the heel exfoliated in about fix weeks 3
but the toe was much longer. The bone from the
heel was remarkably large and honeycombed,
and weighed, though deprived much of its earthy
particles, one ounce and a quarter. In the interim
he took fome alterative pills ex merc. muriat. mit. c.
Julp. antim. gr. i, bis in die, with the falix deco&ion.
His medicines agreed with him remarkably well,
elpecially the decottion, which he compared to port
wine. The large wound in the heel, ftom which
‘the exfoliation proceeded, healed very faft. Very
fimple dreflings were applied, but no cramming
with lint, or tents, was allowed. Some weeks
after ufing the decotion, his appetite and ftrength
encrealed, with plumpnefs in his mufcles, fo that his
cloaths would not fit him. At the end of fix
months, fupported on a crutch and flick, he called
at my houfe, his wounds being nearly confolidated;
0









[ 1e6 |

to confhipation. Hence arifes its ufefulnefs in de-
bility or wwant of tone of the prime via.

Like the cinchona, it does not purge, nor is it
likely to produce any fuch effet in decottion,
whatever 1t may do in powder, in which ftate I have
never yet employed it. The obvious properties
which it feems to poflefls in competition with the
barks we have compared it to, are, 1. Its fuperior
quantity of aftringency, or fanning principle. 2. Its
fuperabundance of gallic acid, which in thofe fub-
ftances that abound with 7an, is more prevalent
than in thofe which do not. 3. Its folubility in
water, which appears to be the moft powerful men-
{ftruum for the extration of its virtues. 4. Its ef
fe€ts on dead animal fubftances evince its tonic
powers to be fuperior to every vegetable fubftance
with which I have compared it, {the tormentil ex-
cepted), * and this power, or principle, from its
correcting and refifting the putrefation of animal
matter more effectually than the cinchona, appears
to be the real antifeptic principle, erroneoufly fup-
pofed to refide in the bitternefs of vegetables.

As thefe two principles, viz. tonic and antifeptic,
have been confidered by fome as one and the fame,

* Of this root, which I introduced in comparifon with o-
ther fubftances, in my experiments, I can fay little from expe-
rience of its effets, except that it is useful in fome cafes of
diarthcea. It is known, however, to produce coftivenels, tg
which the falix in very tew cafes is liable,












[i-ames ]

the fulix, it did not appear defetive from want of
this property ; nor for any thing we know, is it
effential to its effe€ts in preventing the return of the
parexylms of febrile difeales, whatever it may be in
certain difeafes of the chylopoetic vifcera, in which
bitters combined with tonics are known to prove
falutary. Nor would it be fair to determine on its
effe@ts comparatively with the einchona, by combin<
ing it with bitternefs, or any other principle that
might influence its operation as a medicine, more
efpecially in thofe cafes where the cinchona is trulted
to as the fheet anchor.*

All forms of the peruvian bark, fuch as deco&ion,
tincture,extract, powder,&c. notwithftanding the ex-
perience of their inefficacy, when given fingly in cer-
tain dileafes, have been found, when combined with
intenfe bitters, chalybeats, and other powerful me-
dicines, to be attended with uncommon fuccels :
this has induced me ftrongly to fufpett its real utili-
ty in thefe cafes, more efpecially as it cannot be de-
nied but that the fame ingredients, fine cortice, have
been been known to produce fimilar effects.

# This'is to be underftood in cafes of intermittents, fevers,
gangrene, weakening dilcharges from abfcefles &c. and even
in thofe fevers termed putrid or malignant; in which latter
cafes Mr White fears to truft it; not from any fas or proofs
lie has adduced of its failure in thole inftances, but merely from
what he imagines its deficiency of antifeptic power.—Vide
White’s Obfervations and Experiments, p. §2.
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I advance not thefe remarks from caprice or pre-
judice againft the cinchona ; fhey are adduced as, at
leaft, prefumptive proofs of imperfettions that
exilt in no fmall degree in medical practice, and
which regular prattitioners would do well to turn
over in theit minds, thereby to enable them to
alcertain with accuracy, the fpecific, or altive pro-
perties, refident in powerful remedies. 'We might,
 however, prefume to except the cinchon. flav.
which from its confiderable quantity of #an, and 1in-
tenfe bitternefs, appears fo much fuperior to the
other cinchone, as not only to require {fmaller dofes,
but to ftand in lefs need of auxiliaries to affift its
effects.

After all that has been faid by ingenious {yftema
atic writers on the #onic or artifeptic effeCts of
barks, and fimilar aftringent vegetables, on the
living fyftem, and in what thefe two powers con-
filt, particularly the latter, it does not yet appear,
although thefe important queftions have been fre-
quently canvafled by the greateft luminaries of
medical fcience, that they have beet fatisfattorily
explained. i

Even the illuftrious Dr Cullen, in his elaborate
and ingenious chapter on antifeptica, {eems not
only at variance with himfelf, but appears to have
formed no decifive conclufions refpecting fuch re-
medies. Yet his opinion concerning the effects of
of the peruvian bark as a medicine, is fuch, that I

F
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have ventured to apply it, (as Dr Vaughan has to
the cinchon. flav.*) and 1 truft with propriety and
jultice, to the cort. falicis latifoliz, more efpecially as
it appears to poflels fimilar powers, and thofe in a
greater degree.

““ This bark (the peruvian) is well known to
¢ practitioners, to be highly ufeful in all eafes of
¢ febrile putrefcency, when it is employed in fufli-
“ cient quantity. Whether, however; its effeéts
“ are to be alcribed to its fonic, or to peculiar anti-
‘¢ feptic powers, I cannot certainly determine, but
¢ 1 am dilpofed to think the former opinion better
¢ founded.”

If therefore the cort. falicis latifoliz fhould be
found, from repeated experience of its effelts, to
excel the cinchona, as ithas appeared to Mr James,
Mr White, (though the latter imagines it not equal
as an antifeptic to the cort. flav.) and myfelf,
differences of opinion refpecting its precife qualities,
will prove no obftacle to its ufe in pratice.

Its admirable effects in various cafes of intermit-
tents and typhus fever, fome of the former of which
I have detailed, together with its producing very
remarkable and falutary effe@s in certain affections
proceeding from general debility, and irritability of
the fyftem, even in periodical head-achs, painful
- affections of the face, in lucorrbaa, menorrhagia,
Jeropbula, and in almoft every cafe of furgery, in-

* Vide Vaughan on the yellow peruvian bark.
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dicating the ufe of the einchona, imprefled me the
more ftrengly in its favour ; becaufe while it feemed
requifite that the cinchona fhould be adminiftered
largely and repeatedly in fubftance, to prevent the
return. of the paroxyfms, and that it was fome-
times rejeted by the ftomach, and often by the in-
teftines, exclufive of its proving difagreeable to that
vifcus, even when retained, not to mention its
inefficacy after long perfeverance in its ufe; the
decotion alone of the falix bark, after all, proved
eflicacious.

If we refleét ferioufly on the frequent failure of
the cinchona, large and repeated quantities of which
are deemed neceflary to overcome agues, and inter-
mittents, and the general difguft arifing in the
minds of patients, we fhall not wonder at the intro-
duétion of the folutio mineralis, and other precari-
ous remedies, which have been had recourfe to on
thefe occafions. Dr Fowler* is certainly deferving

‘of great praife, as well as Dr Willant, for their
cautious and fkilful mode of exhibiting this folu-
tion.

Dr Winterbottom was fo truly fenfible of the
imperfection and want of fuccels of the cinchona in
the climate of Sierra Leona, and the difguft his

# Vide Medical Reports, &c. by T'. Fowler, M. D.
+ Lendon Medical Journal, vol. VIIL,
P 2



s o

patients had to it, that he alternately gave the
cort. angyl.* and this folution, with uncommon
fuccefs in intermittents.t

It cannot, however, be denied, that the cors.
Jalicis latifolie is lefs exceptionable than the mineral
folution, and infinitely more certain in its effelts
than the gum kinp, fo much recommended by Dr
A. Fothergill.j It is at any rate more fafe than the
former, and fhould it be granted that the cinchoza
is not to be laid afide, but where it difagrees or
produces no good effets, it furely will be equally,
if not more, prudent to refort to the /a/ix, than to
more dangerous cr doubtful remedies.

It is true the cort. anguftura has fucceeded in
fome cales of agues, in which T have given it, but
not by any means equal to the bark I am recom-
mending.

As a warm corroborant, and ftomachic, in fome
difeafes of that organ, and the inteftines, where
bile abounds, and where the columbo root has
been found eflicacious, the anguftura, probably
from its agreeable bitternefs, and the peculiar
power it feems to poflefs in certain internal difeafes,
has proved of infinite fervice, This feems to have
been the cafe in the peftilential malignant fever,
introduced from Bulam to Grenada, in which difx

* Medical Fafts and Obfervations, vol. VII. $Vol. VI,
T Vide Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, vol. IT,

Pﬂgf‘. 93-
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eafe Dr Chitholm found it to produce the moft
falutary effeéts, in many inftances where the cinchona
had proved ulelefs or hurtful .*

In thus noticing the failure of the cinchona in
fome of the fevers of the Weft Indies, and I may
add in the yellow fever of Philadelphia, where
from the teftimony of Drs Chitholm and Rufh, t it
proved hurtful, I fhall not attempt to aflign the
true caufes of its failure, which I do not at prefent
recolle has been done by thofe who have exhibit-
ed it. The inference I would draw is, that fimilar
cafes may occur, in which this may happen in the
ufe of the falix latifolia.

I thould have remarked, that exclufive of the
fingular efficacy I experienced from the /a/ix in the
variety of difeafes afluming an intermitting, or a
periodical type, I have found it fuperior to the cin-
chona in what may be termed that fpecies of pul-
monary hectic {o often the confequent attendant of
long continued cattarrhs, and acute pneumonic in-
flammations, and which may be julitly efteemed
among the leading caufes of phthifis pulmonalis.

The advantage the /falix appears to poflefs from
its fuperior tonic powers above the ¢nchona, which
laft has fo frequently difappointed me while purfu-

# Effay on the malignant fever of Grenada, &c. by C. Chil-

hD].m, I'l"I- Dt 1795-
+ An account of the bilious remitting yellow fever of Phila-
delphia in the year 1793, by Dr Rufh, .
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ing the tonic plan of treatment fo ftrongly recom-
mended in pulmonary heétics by Drs R. Kentifh,*
Percival,t May,! and others, induces me firenuoufly
to récommend the former to the particular atten-
tion of medical pradtitioners, and the more fo as on
account of diarrbea, averfion of the patient, or its
difagreement with the ftomach, the latter has been
often laid afide. I urge this more ftrongly, from
the unexpetted fuccefs I have experienced in four
cafes of this fort, in three of which the patients
were indebted for their recovery to the free ufe of
the falix decoction, even after having ufed the digi-
talis, and the cinchona, without any manifeft bene-
fit. In the firlt of thefe inftances though continued
for fome time, the digitalis proved on the whole in-
jurious, by debilitating the fyftem. The fymptoms
were inceflant cough, purulent expectoration, pro-
fufe colliquative fweats, great emaciation, frequent
rigors,&c. One cafe was accompanied with diarrheea,
and 1in another the difeafe appeared to originate
from bhaemaoptyfis. The cures were aided as ufual, by
anodynes and demulcent pectoral remedies to ap-
peafe the cough, with the affiltance of a nourifhing
diet.

* Vide Diflert. de Phthifi pulmonali. Auét. R. Kentifh, M.D.
1784. :
+ Memoirs of the Medical Society of Lendon, vol. IL p.

288.
} London Medical Journal, vol, ix. p. 268, vol. xi. p. 255.
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