Observations on the cure of the gonorrhoea / [Samuel Foart Simmons].

Contributors
Simmons, Samuel Foart, 1750-1813

Publication/Creation
London : J. Murray, etc., 1780.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dma5Sv2pn

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




-






















B Rl B A

HE Public are here prefented with

a few remarks on a difeafe that

has at different times employed the
pens of Sydenham, Boerhaave, Aftruc,
Van Swicten, and others of the ableft
medical writers ; of {o many indeed, that
any addition to the publications in this
way, may, perhaps, by fome be confi-
dered as fuperfluous. But the truth is,
that the fubje& is ftill far from being ex-
haufted ; for, although this complaint
has prevailed in Europe for more than
two hundred years, we find men of the
greateft eminence in the profeflion ftill dif-
fering in their opinions concerning its
nature, and in their methods of treating
it ; and, I flatter myfelf, that the obfer-
vations I am about to offer on it will

add
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add {fomewhat to the ftock of our know-
lege on this head, by pointing out fome
errors that have hitherto been too gene-
rally adopted, and by facilitating the
means of cure in a difeafe which is but
too often intrufted to charlatans and ig-
norant adventurers, although no diforder
requires more anatomical and medical
fkill. For we may venture to aflert, that
unlefs the pratttioner, to a thorough
knowlege of the ftruture of the parts
adds an intimate acquaintance with the
operation of medicines, fo as to be able
to adapt his remedies to the conftitution
of his patient, and to vary them accord-

ing to the exigences of the cafe, he
muft be incapable of conduéting it fuc-
cefsfully. And yet {olittle are thefe cir-

“cumftances attended to, that we every
day fee advertifements of noftrums that
are to be given indifcriminately in
every cafe, and in every ftage of the
difeafe,

We
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We have a firiking inftance of a fi-
milar abfurdity in the cafe of Keyfer’s
pills. 'This remedy, under certain cir-
cumftances, is known to be of confider-
able efficacy, but in many inflances it
will be found inadequate to the cure, or
hurtful to the patient’s conflitution, and
of courfe liable to do much harm ; and

yet, when this medicine was firft intro-
duced into the French military hofpitals,

it was accompanied with an order from

the minifter, that no other remedy’ thould
be made ufe of in venereal cafes. This

regulation remained in force for feveral
years, till, at length, the evils it occa-
fioned became fo glaring, that it was
judged neceffary to repeal it, and the
army phylicians and {urgeons are now
at liberty to purfue fuch methods of cure
as they deem moft eligible.

In the following little work I have care-
fully avoided all fpeculative reafonings,
and have confined myfelf wholly to {fuch

prac-
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I have now under my care, an officer,
who owes his prefent complaints of ve-
nereal blotehes, notturnal pains, and
other fymptoms of a confirmed lues, to
the imprudent cure of a gonorrheea by
an aftringent injection. In this patient
the blotches made their appearance in
about fix weeks after the fuppreflion of
the difcharge. He had had no chancre,
nor had ever expofed himfelf to the
chance of a frefh infeCtion. But from
the great pain, he tells me, he felt in
‘making water during the gonorrheea,
and the intenfe {orenefs he experienced at
a fmall fpot in the urethra, about half an
inch from its orifice, as well as from a
flight firiGure of the urethra, which he
has {ince laboured under, we may pre-
fume that an actual ulceration took place,

and occafioned an abforption of the virus.

Not long ago I was confulted by a gen-
tleman in Staffordfhire, who, when in

town,
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town, about two months before, had
contralted a gonorrheea. The difcharge
was yellowith, and in confiderable quan-
tity, accompanied with much forenefs and
inflammation. The pra&itioner he ap-
plied to, recommended venzfettion, re-
peated dofes of manna and falts, and a
cooling regimen. After ten or twelve
days, when the inflammatory {ymptoms
began to abate, he took large dofes of
balfam of copaiva, and ufed an inje&ion
which conftantly occafioned a violent
{marting pain in the urethra. In about
eight days more, the running ceafed, and
he went into the country, thinking him-
feif well ; but it was not long before he
felt a painful enlargement of the glands
in his right groin, and at the time he
firlt wrote to me, had ulcerated tonfils.
I could add other fimilar cafes that have
fallen under my own obfervation, but
thefe two feem to be fufficient to prove
B 2 ~ that
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that the matter of a gonorrheea abforbed
and carried into the fyftem, may gene-
rate all the fymptoms of a confirmed lues
venerea. Inorder for it to do this, how-
ever, itis perhaps neceflary (though this .
is by no means certain) that it {hould be
taken up from an ulcerated furface ; and
there are many practitioners, of no incon-
fiderable eminence, who deny that any
fuch ulceration is ever produced in the
urethra by a gonorrheea. 'They contend
" that the increafed fecretion in thefe cafes
is exa@ly fimilar to what happens in the
catarrh ; but the comparifon will by no
means hold good ; for in the latter the
whole membrane of the nofe is equally
irritated, whereas in the gonorrhcea only
- particular parts of the urethra feem to be
affected. The difeafe, in the generality
of cafes, feldom extends more than an
inch and a half along that canal, andin
many is confined (at leaft in the begin-

ning
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ning) to a fmall fpot about an inch
from the extremity of the glans. The
difcharge is produced from that part of

the urethra where the pain 1s felt, and
 the patient, when he vcids his urine,
feels no fmarting till 1t reaches the in-
flamed fpot, but as the diforder increafes,
‘ the inflammation affets a greater num-
ber of points juft in the fame manner as
chancres affe& different. parts of the
glans. It might be fuppofed that diilec-
tion would at once clear up this matter,
and put an end to the difj ute, but this is
far from being the cafe. 1 have feen fe-
veral urethras opened'in perfons who had
a gonorrheea at the time of their death ;
in three of them the furface of the ure-
thra, as in the cafes related by Morgagni®,
appeared for {ome way down of a flight

red colour, and in all of them was co-

¥ De Caufis et Sedibus Morbor,

vered
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vered with mucus, but without any ap-
pearance of ulceration, except in two dif-
feGions, at Paris, in which moft of the
gentlemen prefent were convinced they
faw evident marks of it. We examined
the urethras carefully with a lens, but I
own that the appearances were to me not
{ufficiently fatisfatory to enable me to
decide with certainty on the fubje&. On
the other hand, I have met with f{everal
inftances myfelf, and have feen others in
. the colle&tions of different anatomifts, of
urethras that afforded evident marks of
cicatrices from ulcers formerly exifting
in that canal. And when we confider
that the difcharge in a gonorrheea is
fometimes tinged with blood, and that
when this happens, a little blood-veflel
is no doubt ruptured; I think we can
have no reafon to doubt that an ulceration
may, and fometimes does happen in thefe
cafes ; efpecially as we often obferve an

ex-~
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excotiation near the orifice of the urethra.
It is certain, that wherever there is con-
fiderable inflammation, there will be dan-
ger of ulceration. Befides, from a neg-
leGted or badly treated gonorrheea, we
often fee fiftulas in perineo, and other
ulcers of the urethra penctrating through
its fubftance, and affording a paflage to
the urine. And there can be no doubt
that flight ulcerations of this canal of-
ten occur, and are afterwards perfe&ly
obliterated, in a {imilar manner to what
happens in the papille of the tongue, the
tonfils, &c. Such an obliteration will
the more readily take place in a part like
the urethra, defended with mucus, and
not expofed to the air, which is known to

have no little effe® in hardening a -

catrix.

Perhaps, all things confidered, the
moft rational idea we can form of the

caufes
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caufes and phznomena of this difeafe,
will be, that particles of the venereal vi«
rus being blended with the femen, and
with the mucus that oozes from the ure-
thra during coition, may be drawn up a
certain way into that canal, where the ir=
ritation they occafion will be in propor-
tion to the virulence of the infecting mat-
ter, and the irritability, habit of body,
&c. of the patient. The confequences of
this irritation will be inflammation and
an increafed fecretion of mucus, and fo
far the complaint will be local.  But now
and then it will happen, as in other in-
flammations, that ulceration will take
place, and expofe the patient to the dan-
ger of a conftitutional infection. Nay,
we are not certain, as I have already ob-
ferved, but this may happen without ul-
ceration. Draftic purges are known to
be great promoters of abforption, and I
have met with fome inftances of lues ve-
nerea,
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nierea, which feemed to be owing to the

imprudent ufe of fuch remedies in a
previous gonorrhoea.

Nothing can be more variable than the
period at which the difeafe makes its ap-
pearance after infetion. Perhaps at a
medium we may place it between the
fourth and fourteenth day ; but in fome
cafes it happens within four and twenty
hours, and in others, not before the end
of five, or even fix weeks: neither of

thefe extremes, however, are common.

The firft fymptoms of the difeafe in
men, are commonly a fenfation at the
end of the penis not unlike a flea-bite,
together with a fulnefs of the lips of the
urethra, and fome degree of tenfion in
the penis, the urinary canal feeling as if
tightened, and the urine flowing in a
fmall and unequal fiream: alittle whitifh

& mucus
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mucus is to be feen about the orifice of
the urethra; and oozing from it when
{lightly prefled, efpecially if the preflure
is made on the {pot where the forenefs is
moft felt. The difcharge foon increafes
in quantity, and varies in its eolour,
according to the degree of inflammation.
The patiexit feels a fenfation of heat and
pain in evacuating his urine, particularly
at certain {pots of the urethra, and above
all towards its orifice ; and the involun-
‘tary ere@tions to which he is fubject from
the ftimulus, particularly W}lﬁ‘ﬂ warm 1in
bed, occafion a diftortion or curvature
of the penis, attended with exquifite
pain. When the inflammation is vio-
tent, the glans appears tumid and tranf-
parent, the tenfion extends through the
whole of the penis, the perinzum is af-
fe&ed with fwelling and rednefs, and
even the loins, buttocks, and anus,
fympathize and afford a very uneafy fen-

fation.
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fation. Sometimes the prepuce inflames
about the end of the penis, and cannot
be drawn back, occafioning what is called
a phymofis 5 at others, as in the paraphy-
mofis, it remains in an inflamed ftate be-
low the glans, fo that it cannot be
drawn forwards; and if the ftriGure and
inflammation are violent, may terminate
in gangrene. Now and then, efpecially
when there is 2 phymofis, we may per-
ceive a hard chord extending along the

back of the penis. This is an inflamed

lymphatic, and may be confidered as a
prelude to a bubo,

In mild cafes, the {eat of the difeafe,
as we have obferved, is in the urethra,
not far from its orifice, but it frequently
happens that the virus infinuates itfelf
much higher up {o as to affe Cowper’s
glands, the proftate, and parts very near
to the neck of the bladder.

C 2 In
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In the generality of cafe:s, the inflam-
mation goes on increafing for feveral
days,commonly for a week or a fortnight
after which the fymptoms begin to abate,
and the running, when left to itfelf, gra-
dually leflens in quantity, and becomes
whiter and thicker, till it at length totally
ftops. The colour of the mucus, how-
ever, is by no means a certain guide in
thefe cafes, for in many patientsitis of a
yellowifh, and fometimes of a greemih
hue to the very laft, but in general it
becomes more confiftent towards the clofe

of the difeafe.

In women, the parts of generation
being fewer and more {imple, the difeafe
is lefs complicated than in men. Some-
times the vagina only is affected, and
when this happens, the {ymptoms are
very trifling ; but in general it comes on
with an itching and {enfation of heat as

in
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in the other fex, and is attended with in-
flammation of the nymphe, infide of the
labiz, clitoris, caruncule myrtiformes,
the orifice and fometimes the whole of
the meatus urinarius. Very often the
deep-feated glands of the vagina are af-
fected, and it is fometimes difficult to dif~
tinguith the difcharge of a gonorrhoea
from that of the fluor albus.

From this defcription of the progrefs
of the difeafe, it will eafily be perceived
that the chief curative indications are to
{fubdue the inflammation, and remove the
yirus that occafions it, ;

There are pradtitioners, who, {uppoi- |
ing that the body poffefles powers to expel
the virus, and that the difeafe has a cer-~
tain period to run, through its feveral
ftages of progrefs, acmé, and decline,
arc for leaving the cure to nature, or at

leaft



[ 14 ]
leaft content them{elves with aflifting her
by an antiphlogiftic regimen, gentle evac-
cuations, and the like,

That in many cales the diforder ad-
mits of a natural cure, there can be no
doubt ; the increafed fecretion of mucus
carrying off the virus fafter than it is
formed, till at length the infeCtion is
wholly removed. But it is equally cer-
tain that in every cafe, by the applica-
‘tion of fuitable remedies to the inflamed
part, we may fhorten the duration of the
complaint, and abridge the fufferings of
the patient with the fame certainty and
{afety as we are enabled to remove the ef-
fe&s of an opthalmia or any other local
inflammation, by proper topical applica~
tions. General remedies, fuch as occa-
{ional blood-letting, 'a cooling diet, the li-
beral ufe of diluting liquors, and mild
purges, are by all allowed to be ufeful and

even



| [ a5 )
even neceflary. Aftruc was of opinion
that in thefe cafes blood-letting ought to
be repeated five or {ix times ; and there
are ftill many pra&itioners who depend
much on repeated evacuations of this fort
for a removal of the inflammation. But
there is, perhaps, not one cafe in ten in
which it is at all requifite ; and this {mall
number of cafes will confift only of the
firong and plethoric ; in fuch, when the
chordee is frequent and painful, and the
pulfe hard and full, the lofs of from eight
to twelve ounces of blood will be benefi-
cial, but it will be feldom neceflary to re-
peat the operation. The inflammation
in thefe cafes is kept up by the local fti-
mulus of the virus and the urine, and all
that we can expect from venzfe&ion is to
moderate the pain and the frequency of
eretion. Inperfons of a delicate habit,
and of an irritable fibre, the evacuation

will do no good, but, if repeated, will cer-

tainly
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tainly be liable to do harm, by increafing
irritability, and of courfe rendering ‘the
patient more fufceptible of the ftimulus.

The utility and everi the neceflity of a
cooling regimen are fufhiciently obviousy
wine and fpirituous liquors, {piceries, a
fith diet, much animal food, and {falted
and high feafoned dithes of every fort will
conftantly add to the complaint. The
patient fhould eat meat only once a day,
‘and that {paringly. He fhould abftain
from hot fuppers. Milk, mild vegeta-~
bles, and fruit, thould conflitute the prin~
cipal part of his diet while the inflamma-
tory fymptoms continue. KEvery thing
that tends to excite the venereal imagina-
tion fhould be ftudioufly avoided, for
whatever promotes ere&ions of the penis
will increafe the inflammation, and of
courfe add fucl to the difeafe. For the
fame reafons much walking, or nding

on
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the veflels fecreting mucus, and in this
way will leflen the difcharge, and great-
ly promote the cure. It is certain that
in the greater number of cafes, a go-
norrhoea, which if treated by internal
remedies alone would continue five or {ix
weeks, or longer, may, when judicioully
treated with injeions, be cured in a
fortnight, and very often in lefs time.
The great aim, therefore, of the pra&ti-
tioner. ought to. be at firft to make ufe of
fu:_h 1n3&£’t10115 cnly as will tend to lu-
bricate .‘fklﬁ {furface of the urethra, and
to countéract and deftroy the ftimulus of
the virus; as the inflammation abates he
may add {fome gently aftringent prepara-
tion to a mucilaginous and fedative in-
jection, taking care that its aftringency
be fuited to the ftate of the difeafe, and
to the irritability of the patient. Amongft
a great variety of fubftances mercury in
different forms 1s one of thofe that is the

E moft
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moft frequently employed in injetions.
All thefe mercurial inje@ions have more
or lefs of aftringency, and it is folely to
this property that we are to afcribe their
effets ; for the idea of their corre&ing
the venereal virus was originally intro-

duced and has been continued upon
miftaken principles. j

Calomel, mixed with the mucus dif-
charged in a gonorrheea, has no more
power in deftroying the infectious pro-
perties of that mucus than cerufie or any
other preparation would have. A diluted
{olution of fublimate inje&ted into the
urethra will, like a folution of verdegris,
or blue vitriol, or any other ftyptic, con-
firinge the mouths of the lacunz; but
this is all that it will do, for it will never
leflen the infectious nature of the virus.
The fame thing may be obferved of crude
mercury extinguifhed by means of mu-

cilage,
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cilage, or of mercurial unétion blended
with the yolk of an egg, and which,
when thrown up into the urethra, will
a& nearly in the fame manner as balfam
~of copaiva, or any other flimulating in-
je&ion. For the truth 1s, that mercury
has no power over the venereal virus,
until it has been introduced into the bo-
dy, and undergone certain changes, with
~which we are, and probably fhall for ever
remain, unacquainted. The local appli-
cation of mercury can, therefore, have no
other effe@ts than what it derives from
its ftimulating and aftringent properties ;
for the mercury not being ablorbed in
the urethra, of courfe cannot be carried
into the fyftem, and even 1if it could, the
quantity that would be introduced in this
way would be too minute to be of any
efficacy. I wifh to have it underftood,
however, that I do not mean to explode
the ufe of mercurial preparations in in-

E 2 jections,
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je&tions, but only the principle; on
which they have hitherto been ufed ; for
1 have frequently found the ftimulus of
calomelof confiderable efficacy; and in wo-
men, when the vagina only was affe&ted,
I have often, after wafhing the parts
well, fucceeded in the cure by rubbing
them repeatedly with mercurial oint-

ment.

As the gonorrheea is fo often a local
affeCtion, it may be imagined, perhaps,
that the internal ufe of mercury is unne-
ceffary towards the cure. I have, indeed,
very often removed this complaint with-
out having recourfe to mercurials. I have
likewife fometimes met with patients
whofe general health has been greatly
impaired by a long continued ufe of mer-
cury in fuch cafes, while the original
difeafe, the gonorrheea, was rendered
much worfe by it. In fome'it degenerat-

ed
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ed into a gleet, that was cured with ex-
treme difficulty ; in others it brought on
a variety of diftrefling fymptoms. In
cafes of gonorrheea, therefore, whenever
I have adminiftered mercury, it has not
been with a view to expedite the cure,
but merely to obviate the dangers of ab-
Aforption. 'When the infeGtion has been
apparently flight, and the inflammation
and the {fymptoms trifling, I have ven-
tured to proceed without the affiftance of
mercury, efpecially if the patient was of
a weak, relaxed, and irritable habit, like-
ly to be injured by mercurial medicines.
On the other hand, whenever the dif-
charge was violent, the inflaimmation
confiderable, or the feat of the difeafe
high up in the urethra, I have conftantly
judged it advifeable to give mercurials, in
{mall dofes, and in fuch forms as feemed

the belt adapted to the conftitution of
the patient,

The



[ o 1

The mercurial pill of the London Dif-
penfatory, on account of the turpentine
that enters into its compofition, will
fometimes pafs through the body undif-
folved, and of courfe can then be of no
ule; but when the mercury is extin-
guithed by means of honey, and made
ito pills, in the manner direfted in the
laft edition of the Edinburgh Pharmaco-
peeia, it becomes as mild, and perhaps as
efficacious a preparation as any. I have
. even feen venereal {ymptoms give way
to it, that had refifted a long continued
ufe of the corrofive fublimate. Its effi-
cacy will depend on its not irritating the
bowels, and {o pafling off by ftool ; care
mutft likewife be taken to prevent its af-
feGting the mouth.

Of the chemical preparations of mercury
the mildeft and leaft irritating is calomel.
It maybe given from gr. if.togr.iii. at bed-

time,
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time, occafionally interpofing a mild
purgative to prevent it from falivating ;
but in general I prefer the mercurial pill

prepared in the manner juft now men-
tioned.

When there 1s no chancre or bubo, no
appearance, in fhort, that the infection
is likely to be carried into'the fyftem, it
would be imprudent to adminifter corro-
five fublimate, the mercurius calcinatus,

or any other of the more acrid prepara-
tions of mercury.

I fhall content myfelf with the above
obfervations on the general treatment of

the gonorrheea, and thall now offer fome
few remarks on particular fymptoms- and
after-complaints that accompany or fol-
low that difeafe when it is in any violent
degree, or has been injudicioufly treated:

thefe are hernia humoralis, chordee,
bubo,
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bubo, phymofis, and paraphymofis,
chancres, firi¢tures of the urethra, and
gleets. Ifhall fay fomething of ecach in
the order in which I have placed them.

L

Hernia Humoralis.

HE hernia humoralis, or fwelled
tefticle, as it is commonly called,

. has been ufually {uppofed to be occafion-
ed by a tranflation of the morbific mat-
ter to the tefticle, from a too {udden
ftoppage of the difcharge of a gonorrheea.
Aftruc, and even M. Fabre, one of the
lateft French writers on the venereal dif-
eafe, confider it in this light, and ftyle
it ¢ chaude pifle tombée dans les bour-
¢ fes.” DBut there are no paflages by
which the matter can pafs in this retro-
grade manner to the tefticle; if it were

: taken
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taken up by abforbent veflels, it muft be

carried to the groin, and produce a bu-~
bo; and if the fwelling were occafioned
by the matter’s being conveyed into the
{yftem, and thus affeting the tefticle,
this gland, as being the fecreting organ,
would be the firft difeafed. But the fa&
is, that this {fwelling, which by the bye
is one of the moft troublefome of the
difeafes that are occafionally produced by
a gonorhcea, is merely the effe® of ir-
ritation, and of increafed inflammation.
When the feat of the gonorheea is only a
little way within the urethra this coms-
plaint rarely occurs; but when the in-
flammation extends high up, fo as to
affect the membrane of the urethra near
the mouths of the feminal duts, then
the inflammation fometimes extends to
the bottom of the tefticle, and by ftop~
ping the orifice of the vas deferens pre«
vents the femen from being carried into

E the
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- the veficule; accordingly we conftantly
find that the f{welling begins at the vas
deferens, and proceeds backwards through
the epididymis to the tefticle. In the
greater number of cafes, however, the
mflammation 1s confined to the vas de-
ferens and epididymis, the tefticle itfelf
being feldom affe€ed. So little connec-
tion has it with the flow from the-ureth-
ra, that we fometimes fee it come on
~during the continuance of the difcharge,
In the greater number of cafes it s
brought on by intemperance in drinking,
violent exercife, particularly riding on
horfeback, catching cold, and indulgence
in venery. Thatit is the effe&t of ir-
ritation appears from its having been
fometimes produced by the ftimulus of
a bougie, and from its now and then
" coming on in one and even both tef-
ticles -after the lateral operation for the
{tone. -

As

.
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As this effe is more or lefs to be ap-
prehended in every gonorrheea, and par-
ticularly when the inflammation is con-
fiderable, it is always prudent to fufpend
the tefticles in a bag-trufs; if this pre-
caution has been negleGed it certainly
becomes one of the firft objelts of cure
the moment the difeafe has taken place:
a horizontal pofture will be found to af-
ford a fiill more confiderable relief, and
when the inflammation is violent, be-
comes very eflential to the cure. .Itis in
general neceflfary to take away eight or
ten ounces of blood from the arm as {foon
as the {welling 1s perceived, and if the
pain and inflammation do not {peedily
abate it will be often right to repeat the
operation, efpecially if the patient is of a
plethoric habit. Mercurials ought to be
carefully avoided, for as the difeafe is. in-
dependent of the virus, and purely in-
flammatory, they can only ferve to in-

F2 creafe
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creafe it by their ftimulus. = Draftic
purges will be equally improper on ac-
~ count of the irritation they occafion a-
bout the neck of the bladder. Strong vo-
mits are recommended in thefg cafes by
many pra&itioners ; but I have fome-
times {cen them do harm by their vio-
lence, and at any rate blood-letting is
preferable to them. The warm bath
will be found to have a good effect; but
the warm poultices and fomentations that
are ufually applied to the fcrotum, feem
~ only to relax - the integuments, without
removing the caufe of the difeafe. In
general, cold applications, fuch as cloths
dipped in vinegar, and frequently re-

newed, will be found to have the beft
effects.

After :j, hernia humoralis the epidi-
dymis often remains {welled for a con-
fiderable length of time, fometimes’ for

feveral
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feveral years, but, in general, without
any inconvenience or danger to the pa
tients _ |

I

e
Cherdee. -

HE chordee, or painful and invo-

~ luntary ere@ion of the peﬁis;, 0C-
cafioned by the ftimulus of the venereal
virus 'a&iﬁrg ‘on the inﬁalnjed membrane
of the’urethra, may in general be quiet-
ed -bjr the fnte;rnal ufe of opiatés, and by
fedative injeCtions. A grain of the ex-
tractum thebaicum, or five and twenty
drops of the thebaic tinGture may be
taken f’t{r'thi‘s purpofe, at bed-time; and o-
‘pium,combined witha mucilaginous fluid,
may be frequently thrown up into the
urethra, in order to leflen the local fti-
mulus. I have likewife fometimes expe-
rienced the good effe@s of leeches ap-
Plied near to the feat of the inflamma-
A tion ;
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tion ;' but the beft method is to obviate
the complaint, by confining the penis in
fuch a manner as to prevent ere&ion,

In general this painful affection is of
Tonger duration -than the pain and the
heat in making water; and {ometirges we
meet with a complaint of this @rt that
contmues for. a confiderable tj e after
the inflammation _has entlrel}' {fubfided,
gnd_after all the other fymptoms of go-
narrﬁcea.have,difappeawed. I have feen
this {pafmodic chordee, as it may be call-
ed, go off and return at times for the
fpace: of feveral months. In general it
gives way to, a liberal ufe Gf: the Peru-
vian bark fopﬁér than to.any other me-
dicine ; but Iahave'fometimes {een it re-
fift every remedy, and at length go en-
tirely off B}r degrees, when left to na-

ture,

§ 11
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§ IIL
Buto.

BUBO, or inflammation of the
- lymphatic glands of the groin, is
then merely the effe& of drrit-

Now
ation, and in this manner has been proa-
duced by the fimulusof a bougie; but
in general it is occafiened by an abforpe
tion of the venereal virus from the fur-
face of the wrethra, or from a chancre.
The bubo that is {uppofed to happen in
confequence of the blood’s being tainted
with the lues, if it does ever occur, is at
any rate a very rare circumitance,

As the inflammation of a bubo ad-
vances, the difcharge from the urethra
is commonly found to leflen. This effeék

has ufually been afcribed to 'a tranflation
| of
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of the morbific matter ; but in fuch cafes
the quantity of matter ablorbed is pro-
bably very {mall, and the caufe of the
change would feem to be chiefly owing
to a removal of the inflammation from
the urethra to the inguinal glands.

When a bubo has once begun to form,
it is the opinion of the generality of prac-
titioners that its fuppuration ought to be
encouraged, left, by difperfing it, the
matter be carried into the fyftem, and
fo produce a confirmed lues. Only a
very few arguments, however, are re-
quired to prove, that this effect is much
more likely to happen by promoting than
by preventing the fuppuration of the tu-
mour. A bubo, at its beginning, may,
like the gonorrhaea, be confidered as a
local affetion; itis occafioned by a mi-
nute quantity of virus irritating the ten-
der coats of the Iymphatics leading to the

| gland,
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gland, and the gland itfelf, and thus pro-
ducing an inflammation. So far, there-
fore, it will be independent of the gene-
ral habit. By rémoving this inflamma-
tion, and promoting an abforption of the
pus that may already be formed within
the tumor, we do indeed expofe the pa-
tient to fome danger of gerleral infeGtion,
but this danger will be inconfiderable,
if the bubo is early difcufled, and may al-
ways be obviated by the proper ufe of
mercurial remedies. On the other hand;
what do we do by bringing the gland to
fuppuration? We expofe the unfor-
tunate patient to the certainty of a te-
dious and painful procefs, and to a dan-
ger of infedtion, which muft inevitably
increafe in propottion as the fuppuration
advances : for it is certain, that twhile
matter is forming, an abforption is con-
ftantly taking place, and more particu-
{farly when the cellular membrane
SR G around
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around the gland begins to be affected ;
and when the matter comes to be dif-
charged, and the {ore begins to digeft, we
have a large ulcerated furface, which can-
not fail to be a copious fource of infec-
tion.  For thefe reafons it is always ad-
vifeable to attempt the difperfion of tu-
“mours of this fort as early as pofiible.
In order to do this, the ufual practice is
to rub mercurial unétion on the fkin, at
the infide of the thigh, that the mercury,
by paffing through the difeafed gland,
may deftroy the venereal virus. This
notion, as we have already remarked
when {peaking of injections, is founded
on an erroneous principle. The mercury
applied in this manner ats merely by
its ftimulus. - This flimulus will often
promote the abforption of extravafated
juices; but, on the other hand, it will fre-
quently increafe the inflammation, and
of coutfe haften fuppuration, and pro-

motg
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mote the very end it is intended to iriu-'e-
vent, 'The pra&itioner; therefore, will
do well to notice the effe@ts of the unc-
tion when applied “in this way, and to
regulate his condué& abcordingly. In ge-
geral, I have found cold applications to
the part of much greater efficacy than
mercurial ointment, or -any kind of fo-
mentations or poultices ; but the moft
powerful remedies in fuch cafes are vo-
mits ; by means of thefe, I have often
feen buboes completely difperfed, even
after matter was formed.

1f the tumour (as will frequently hap-
pen, in fpite of all our endeavours to pre-
vent it) fuppurates, what will be the beft
method of opening it, the knife or the
cauftic? for upon this fubje& praétitioners
are greatly divided. In order to deter-
mine this point, we ought, in the firft
place, to diftinguifh between the bubo

- G2 arifing
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arifing from {imple irritation, or from go«
norrheea, and that which takes place in
confequence of abforption from a chan-
cre. 'The former if left to nature, or aflift-
ed only by a poultice, will in general
heal without any difficulty ; or 1if it
thould not be thought right:-.;-t_o wait till
the abcefs burfts of itfelf, a {flight opening
with a lancet, in a depending part of the
tumour, will ufually be fufficient. On
the other hand, in the cafe of bubo from
a chancre, when the tumour is ﬁrge and
painful, and the {upuration ha$ been te-
dious, if we remove the fkin covering
the abeefs by incifion, the lips of the ul-
cer will generally become callous, and it
will heal much more flowly, and with
greater difficulty than if it is opened by
means of a cauftic. Several years ago, I
had the care of a patient, who had a bubo
-in each groin. Both tumours f{uppu-
rated about the fame time. 1 opened

0ng



L. s ]

ene of them by incifion, and the other
by cauftic. That which was opened by
cauftic was healed in about half the time
that was required to cure the other. I
have {ince met with two other {imilar
cafes, in which the fame trial was made,
and with the fame event. This proves
the fuperiority of the cauftic over the
knife in thefe cafes; but after all, I
have generally found, that even in the
cafe of a bubo from a chancre, when the
patient has been of a good habit of body,
and the tumour has maturated quickly,
it has, when fuffered to break of itfelf]
healed fooner than it ufually does when
opened either by cauftic or the knife.

G- .

Phyuofisy, and Paraphymofis.

H E phymofis, or contradtion and
thickening of the prepuce, that
prevents it from being drawn back, is,

when
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when it accompanies a gonorrheea, cons
flantly the effe& of inflammation. In-
cifion, though fo often recommended, is
but very rarely neceffary in this com-
plaint when it is properly treated. ~To-
pical bleeding, by means of leeches, is
generally very ufeful in cafes of this {ort ;
but care muft be taken that the leeches
do niot touch any of the virus, left they
fhiould occafion chancres, and the lues ve-
nérea, The inflamed membrane of the
prepuce ought to be frequently cleanfed,
by injeGting fome mild fluid, fuch as
milk and water, or Goulard’s vegeto-mi-
neral water, between it and the glans,
A folution of opium may likewife be ac-
cafionally throwmnrin, to allay the irritation.
Warm applications ferve only to promote
an increafed flow of fluids to the part,
and of courfe add to the difeafe ; but
much advﬁntage will be derived from

cloths dipped in the vegeto-mineral wa-
ter
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ter applied to the penis, and frequently
renewed.

In the paraphymofis, the prepuce is
contracted behind the glans penis, {o that
it cannot be brought forwards. In fuch
cafes, 1t forms a ftriturc, which, if the
inflammation is confiderable, may termi-~
nate in gangrene. - The applications to
the part fhould be cold, as in the cafe of
phymofis. By prefling the glans repeat-
edly and gently, fo as to promote ab.
{forption from its cavernous cells, we may
leffen its fize ; after which, by fixing our
nails in the prepuce, and pulling it for~
~ cibly over the glans, we fhall very often
be enabled to fucceed in cafes in which
the operation would otherwife, perhaps,
become abfolutely neceflary. This me-

thod is fomewhat painful to the patient,
but at any rate, is preferable to the knife,

§ v
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i

Chancres.

N the greater number of cafes, chatis
cres are no doubt at firft only local
affections; not occafioned, as many have
fuppofed, by the venereal virus firft ab-
forbed and carried into the habit; and
then thrown out again in this form, but
merely by the inflammation and ulcera-
tion arifing from particles of matter ap-
plied to the membranous furface of the
glans and prepuce. In this manner we

often {ee them produced in cafes of phy-
mofis ; and this is my reafon for {peaking
of them in this work.

Obje&ions have been made to the cure
of a chancre by topical applications, on a
fuppofition, that if the ulcer is healed by
{fuch means, the virus will b¢ carried into

the
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and difpoied to heal, we, by fuch a pro-
cefs, deflroy the venereal virus, inftead of
repelling it, and in this way, may, in a
few days, remove an evil, which would
otherwife, perhaps, be the work of feve-
ral weeks,

When this method is adopted, care
mult be taken that the cauftic be of {uf-
ficient a@ivity to produce a flough; for
otherwife it will only ftimulate, and of
courfe ferve to throw the virus into the
habit. At any rate, however, it will be
prudent to guard againft the poffibility of
the virus infe@ing the habit; and, in
- .every cafe where the chancre is ill condi-
tioned and extenfive, it will be right to
ufe only the mildeft applications, fuch as
dry lint, frequent fomentations of warm
milk and water, &ec. and to truft the
cure to mercurials given 'internally ; be-
caufe, in fuch a ftate, the inflammation

excited
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excited by the cauftic, might be attended
with danget.

The common prattice of applying
mercurial preparations to thefe ulcers, is
tounded on the principles we had occafion
to notice, in {peaking of injections; but
the blue ointment has no other proper-
ties here, than any other un&uous fub-
ftance would have, except what it owes
to its ftimulus; and red precipitate will
a& only as blue vitriol, or any other ef«
charotic would do. Sometimes indeed,
when the ulcer is large, fome of the pre-
cipitate may be abforbed, and if the pa-
tient is of an irritable or {fcorbutic habit,
may affe&t the mouth: the fame thing
has happened in ulcers of the legs that
were not venereal, when they were often

fprinkled with this preparation.

H 2 Amongft
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Amongft the arguments that have
been brought againft the healing of
chancres by topical applications, it has
been alleged, that the ftate of the ulcer
will afford us the beft and moft fatisfac-
tory teft of the effets of mercury on the
fyftem. This is the opinion of thofe
who confider chancres as the effeéts of
internal infetion. They advife the ap-
plication only of dry lint to the fore, and
when it begins to heal, conclude that

. the virus is effetually eradicated from
_the habit.

This dorine, at firlt view, appears
plaufible, but the following remarks,
will, it is prefumed, prove it to be ill
founded.

In the firft place, as a chancre is ori-
ginally a local affe@tion, the fooner we
deftroy the virus in the part, the more ef-

feCtually
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feGually we prevent internal infe&ion.
2dly, If, inftead of doing this, we fuffer
the chancre to continue to dilcharge for
{feveral weeks, we are Icertainly expoling
the patient to the danger of infetion
during all that time. And, 3dly, This
{pontaneous healing of a chancre is fome-
times a prelude to a bubo. I remember
an inftance of this kind in one gentleman,
who, having a {mall chancre on the glans
penis, took mercury for three weeks, and
wafhed the fore only with warm milk
and water : at the end of that time, the
chancre began to heal, and the patient
was flattering himfelf with the hopes of
his being cured, when a bubo began to
make 1its appearance in his groin, and
afterwards fuppurated. In this cafe, if
the chancre had been at firft treated with
cauftic, in the manner I have juft now
recommended, ablorption and its confe-
quences would probably have been pre-

vented,
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vented, and a proper courfe of miercurialg
would have effectually fecured the pa-

tient from any danger of internal infec-

tion.
§ VL
Obfructions in the Urethra.

ARUNCLES, or fungous excref~
cences, were, till of late, fuppofed

to be almoft the only caufe of obftruc~
tions in the urethra; and M. Dargin fhill
pretends, that they are the mof " fre-
quently fo of any ; very gravely affirm-
~ ing, at the fame time, that by means of
his bougie, he can determine their {itua~
tion, form, and nature, with the utmoft
accuracy, {0 as to fay whether they be
round or oval, or whether their edges be

{fmooth, fungous, or callous.

I have twice met with a fmall fungous
excrefcence, or wart, a little within the
mouth
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mouth of the urethra; and fimilar in-
{tances have now and then occurred to
other pradtitioners: but, on the other
hand, fome anatomifts of confiderable
eminence go fo far as to confider thefe
caruncles as purely chimerical ; and even
the celebrated Morgagni * informs us,
that notwithftanding the great number of
urethras he had infpeGed, he had only
met with one inftance of a flethy excref-
cence. ; We may therefore {afely venture

to aﬁ‘éf‘é, that the exiftence of caruncles
s extremely rare: and when we hear
people talking of the frequent cures they
have performed, by deftroying fuch ex-
crefcences, we may conclude, that they
are either very ignorant and credulous
themfelves, or that they with to impofe
on the credulity of others.

¥ De Sed, et Caufis Morb, Iib. iii, epift. xlii.

Inftead
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Inftead of caruncles, the obftru&ion
may be occafioned by a protuberance of
the {pongy fubftance of the urethra, when
its inner membrane has been much wea-
kened by the gonorrheea. Goulard *
fuppofes this kind of obftrution to be
the moft frequent of any, and that the
reafon why it is fo feldom noticed in dif-
feGtion, is, that the caufe which formed
thofe cells ceafing in death;, they are
emptied, fubfide, and afford no marks of
* the complaint.  Morgagni never met
with an inftance of difeafe from this
caufe : it is certain, however, that it may,

and does fometimes occur, though rarely.
But the moft general caufe of the obftruc-

tion feems to be, a firiGure or contrac-
tion of fome part of the canal. How this
complaint originates, we are not able to
determine with certainty, but it would

*% Traité des Maladies de I’Urethre.
. {feem




[ %7 ]
feem to be the effe& of previous inflam-
mation and excoriation. In thefe cafes,
the difeafe is ufually accompanied with a
gleet; for the urethra being enlarged
beyond the ftriGture, its irregularity fub-
je&s it to irritation, and of courfe to in-
flammation. This inflammation between
the ftriGture and the neck of the bladder
is liable to fuppurate, and when that hap-
pens, the matter, as in all other abfceffes,
points externally, but often opens into
the urethra, and then the urine making
its way into the abfcefs, produces a fif-
tulouns {ore, the firlt appearance of which
externally, is commonly in the perineum.
If the difeafe is negle@ed, or improperly
treated, the furrounding parts inflame
and {fuppurate, and feveral fiftulous open=
ings are fometimes formed ; all of which
ufually communicate with the original
{feat of the difeafe. This being the true

ftate of the nature and progrefs of the
I COm=
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complaint, the means of relieving it may
be eafily underftood. The attention of
the praditioner will naturally be directed
to the primary complaint, the ftriCture,
for, upon the removal of this, both the
prevention and cure of an abicefs in peri-
nzo muft evidently depend.

The cure of the ftri¢ture, may, in the
greater number of cafes, when taken in
time, be cafily effeCted, by bringing about
a gradual diftenfion of the contratted
urethra, by means of bougies. In pro-
portion as the obftrudtion gives way to
them, the urine will flow with more free-
dom, and the irritation and confequent
gleet of courfe leflen. Upon this plain
" and fimple principle, of producing a gra-
dual diftenfion of the membrane, do all
the effets of bougies (properly managed)
depend ; and, therefore, our chief aim in
their compofition, ought to be, to have

them
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them of {ufficient firmnefs to be intro-
duced into the urethra, and continue
there, without danger of breaking ; and
at the fame time, fupple enough to lie
eafy in the paflage, and conform to the
motions of the body. They fhould like-
wife be fmooth, and in their compofition
perfeltly free from any thing that can ir-
ritate. An extraneous body, fuch as a
bougie, however mild it may be, is of it-
felf a fufficient ftimulus, when lodged in
{o delicate a canal as the urethra, and
when fuffered to remain there for any
length of time, will certainly bring on an
increafed fecretion of mucus. The pre-
tended fuppuration that follows the ufe of
the fpecific bougies that have been at dif-
ferent times obtruded on the public, is
nothing more than this {fame effe& in a
areater degree; for it is well known,
that fuppuration can never take place till
there is an aCtual ulcerationy whereas,

L2 the
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the increafed fecretion of mucus, from a
membranous f{urface, like the urethra,
will be proportioned to the ftimulus ap-
plied to it, at leaft in a certain degree ;
for if the flimulus is violent, and long
continued, inflaimmation and its confe-
quences will naturally be produced.

It-appears clearly, therefore, that if a
bougie were to be {ufliciently ftimulating
toinflameand excoriate the urethra, it muft
do great mifchief ; and yet, without fuch
effeéts, it cannot produce a fuppuration,
unlefs we were to fuppofe that the ftric-
ture is occalioned by an ulcer, which we
know is not the cafe. Notwithftanding

all this, fo ftrongly has the notion pre-
vailed concerning the fuppurative effets

of bougies, that even the late experienced
Mr. Sharp *, though perfuaded that the

* A Critical Enquiry into the prefent State of Surgery.

idea
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idea of their operating folely in this way
was i1l founded, could net fo far furmount
the prejudices that prevailed on this fub«
je&, as not to allow that they wrought a ~
cure, partly by fuppuration, and partly by
diftenfion. Pra&itioners, till of late, were
not {ufficiently aware of the difference
between pus and mucus, and were too
apt to confider every increafed {ecretion
of the latter as the effect of a fuppurative
procefs.

When we have recourfe to bougies,
they fhould be of fuch a thicknefs as will

juft allow them to pafs with a very little
difficulty, and without giving pain.
The point of the bougie thould be {mall,
and moiftened with oil, to enable it to
pafs the more readily. It fhould always
be introduced flowly, and with great
gentlenefs. A large bougie, in rough
and unfkilful hands, has fometimes been

forced
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forced through the membrane of the ure-
thra ; and the late Mr. Sharp fpeaks * of
a cafe in which a bougie, prefling a few
hours every day againft the membranous
part of the urethra, made its way into
the reGum merely by its Hardnefs.

As the obftruction gives way, the fize
of the bougie ought to be gradually in-
creafed, till the {ftricture is entirely re-
moved. The length of time the bougie
is to be fuffered to remain in the urethra,
muft be regulated by the feeling of the
patient. At firft, half, or even a quar-
ter of an hour may be fufficient; but
after he is accuftomed to it, it may re-
main in feveral hours every day. The
rule that ought chiefly to be attended to
here, . is not to irritate the parts too
much, fo as to occafion pain and unea-
{inefs to the patient. Whenever in-

* A Critical Enquiry &c,

flam-
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flammation is excited, the ufe of the bou-

gie muft be fufpended till the irritation
has fubfided.

When the ftri¢ture has been impro-

perly managed, or too long negle&ed, .-

{o that a fuppuration has taken place,
we fhould make an opening, and give
vent to the matter externally, without
delay. 1If it has burft of itfelf, and
communicates with the urethra, the ex-
ternal opening fhould be freely dilated,
and recourfe had to bougies, with a view
_ to remove the f{tricture.

I have fometimes met with cafes of
firiCture that were only temporary, and

feemingly owing to a fpafmodic affe@ion
from increafed irritability.  This fpaf-
modic firi¢ture, like the {pafmodic chor-
dee, generally gave way to the bark,

and
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- and to fedative injections. The bougie
likewife was of fervice in fuch cafes.

1 have faid nothing of the internal
ufe of mercury in obftru@ions of the ure-
thra, becaufe I am convinced that, in
general, they are merely local affeftions;
and when, as will now and then be the
cafe, they happen to be complicated with
marks of a venereal taint, the ufe of
mercury muft be fufficiently obvious.

§ VIL
Gleet.

Have already remarked, that a firic-
ture of the urethra is commonly ac-
companied with a gleet. A fimilar com-
plaint is likewife fometimes the effe& of
an enlargement and difeafed ftate of the

proftate. In cach of thefe cafes, as the
| - gleet




F 68}

gleet is the effe of irritation, the cure,
will depend on' the removal of the local
difeafe that occafions it. But there is
another {pecies of gleet, that {feems chiefly
to depend on relaxation. It isin gene-
ral free from infe&ioﬁ, and is moft fre-
quent in thofe who have had long and
frequent gonorrheeas. It is likewile
often the effe& of a debilitated habit,.
from fevere purging, or a long conti-
nued ufe of mercurials, A difcharge
of this kind i1s more frequent in women
than in men 3 or, atleaft, the fluor al--
bus, after a gonorrheea, will often be
miftaken for a gleet,

When there 1s no reafon to fufpe&k
any venereal taint, aftringent injetions
will be of the greateft utility. It will be
necellary, at the fame time, to attend to
the general health of the patient, and to

recommend the bark, chalybeate waters,
K cold-
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cold-bathing, and fuch other remedies as
will tend to ftrengthen the {yftem.
When there is no tendency to inflam-
mation, the balfam of copaiva may be

prefcribed with advantage, in large
dofes.

I once {aw a complaint of this fort re-
moved, by applying a blifter to the peri-
nzum, after it had refifted a variety of
remedies. In general, however, the
. other methods T have recommended will
be fufficient to cure it: but fometimes it
will continue for a long time, in fpite of
all our endeavours to check it.

THE END.
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