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‘of more compact pieces, and of the colout
of the ruft of iron, which marks are very
exprefiive of the Red Bark ; the innermoft
coat of which has an ochry appearance,
and its refinous or middle layer refembles
very much the Lapis Hematitis.* M. La
Conpaming exprefled his furprife, when
he was told by Mr. THomaAs BLacuyN-
pEN, Dire€tor of the Englith South Sea
Company, at Panama, that the writers on
Pharmacy and Materia Medica in England
had preferred the Small and Quill Bark,
while the inhabitants of New Spain, held
the larger Bark in higher eftimation.+ I

cian

#* Cortex craflitie mediocri, foras fcaber, paululum
canefcens, aliquando mufco obductus, intus lzvis,
coloris ferruginei, faporis acris et intenf¢ amari. Au.
tumno colligitur et cortex circumcirca delibratur, tam
trunci quam ramorum,

Dalei Pharmacologia, p. 201, Anno 16g2.

+ They commonly reckon three {pecies of the Quin-
quina, tho’ fome make four; the white, the yellow,
and the red: I was told at Loxa, that thefe three
kinds differ in their virtue only ; the white having
fcarce any virtue, and the red excelling the yellow.

The trees from whence the firft Bark was taken,
which were very large, are all dead, having been en-
tirely
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can only explain fuch a preference from
this circumftance, that the larger pieces

of Bark, which were imported into this
country along with the fmaller Bark, were
either of a fibrous, fpongy, or ligneous
texture ; or probably, damaged by moift-
ure, and taken from the decayed trees.
B2 Druggifts

tirely ftripped, which infallibly kills them when they
come to be old. Experience has fhewn, that ftripping
kills fome of the young ones zlfo, but the greateft part
efcape. For this operation they ufe a common knife,
which they hold in both hands ; the barker fticks it
into the Bark as high as he can reach, and fo draws it
downwards as low as he can. It does not appear that
the trees which grow where the old ones ftood, have
lefs virtue than they, the fituation and foil being the
fame j the difference, if there be any, may arife, per-
haps, from the different ages of the trees. Few but
young ones are now to be met with: I do not re-
member to have feen any much thicker than my arm,
or above 12 or 15 feet high ; thofe which are cut
young, fhoot forth new branches from the ftumps,

I was informed at Lsxa, that heretofore they prefer-
red the coarfeft Bark, and laid it by as a rarity, but
now the fineft is moft efteemed : The merchants may
poflibly find their account in it, as it takes up lefs
room in packing. But a Direftor of the Englifh
South Sea Company at Panama, through which all
the Quinquina that comes to Europe muft pafs, affured

me
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I am juftified very much by the ana-
logy of other Barks, and by the influ~
ence of foil and expofure, in changing
the appearances, and even of affedting
the virtues of the fame f{pecies of ve-
getables, to conclude, that the diverfity
both in fize and colour of the Red Bark
from the common Peruvian Bark, may
depend either on the largenefs of the
branches, or on other circumftances not
neceflarily implying a {pecific difference
in the tree.—On comparing the larger
Bark of the Oak with its twig Bark even
colle&ted from the {fame tree, I find the
former of a reddifh colour, while the lat-
ter is much paler, the roughnefs of the coat
of the larger Oak Bark and its general ap-
pearance may be compared to that of the

Quill

fmall curled Bark fo much efteemed in England, is the
Bark of younger trees, which frequently recover the
Barking, while the older trees never do. This affords
a flrong proof, that the early Bark introduced into
Europe was of the larger kind, and from the older
trees, while the difficulty of procuring it, has been the
means of introducing a fmall and younger Bark, Mr,
Arror, and all other Travellers agree in preferring
the Red Bark to any other. :

Encyclopeedia, Corten. Vol. 1
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Quill Oak Bark, as the Red Bark is to
the common Peruvian Bark; and I have
not only learned from confulting Tanners
on this fubjet, that the larger Bark
is {uperior in its powers as an aftringent ;
but I have found by comparing infufions
of both, and fubmitting them to the moft
decifive experiments regarding their aftrin-
gency, by adding to them folutions of
iron, that the precipitates were of a
blacker colour and in greater quantity
from the larger and more compact pieces
of Bark, than from the {fmaller twig Bark,
—I have convinced many medical gentle-
men, who have feen my fpecimens of the
Oak Bark, that they tend very much to
illuftrate and confirm the opinion that the
Red Bark is the Ginchona Officinalis of
Linnceus.

The following defcription of the Pe-
ruvian Bark taken from Pomet is likewife
a farther confirmation of this doltrine :
¢ The Kinguina is the bark of a tree
¢t that grows in Peru, in the province
€ of Quitto, upon the mountains near
““ the city of Loxz. This tree is almoft

B 4 st the
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¢ and of a ruffet colour, and take care
¢ that there be not feveral pieces of wood
¢ mixed with it, which you have more
¢ of fometimes than the Bark,

¢¢ This was brought firft into France in
¢ the year 1650, by the Cardinal Lago, a
¢ Jefuit, who having brought this from
¢ Peru, it was had in fuch vogue in
¢ France, as to be fold weight for weight
“¢ at the price of gold.”

I have fince the publication of the firft
edition of this treatife, extended my en-
quiries into other countries, from which I
am convinced that there cannot a doubt be
entertained of its being the Cinchona Offi-
cinalis, 1 have a fpecimen of the Red
Bark which was given me by Mr. Bas-
sinGTON, the Apothecary of Guy’s Hof-
pital—it contains in it a branch of Quill
Bark, exactly as it was imported.

I have feen fome {pecimens of Red Bark
{o very large, that they contained a great
proportion of woody part, and therefore
lefs fit for ufe than thofe of a more mo-
derate fize ; indeed from having made fuch

frequent
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frequent experiments on this fubje@, I am
able with great precifion to afcertain the
comparative quantity of refin in any two
picces of Bark from their external ap-
pearance.

It has been {uggefted by fome, that the
Red Bark refembled much the mahogany
Bark ; but having examined that Bark,
and having converfed with perfons to
whom it is extremly familiar, I am per-
{fuaded that there is no foundation for
the opinion of its being the fame. If
future naturalifts, by having better oppor-
tunities of inveftigating this part of our
fubje&, fhould be perfuaded that it is the
Bark of a tree of a different genus, or [pe-
cies, from the Cinchona Officinalis, {uch a
difcovery eannot invalidate the proofs of
its fuperior efficacy ; and I fhould have
been happy had it been found to be the
produ&ion of any of our colonies, inftead
of its being as yet known in Europe only
as a native of South America. Several
very intelligent men, who were difpofed
to think it the Bark of a different tree, im=
mediately changed their opinion, from ex-

amining






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































