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waysaneceflary, and unavoidable confequence
of the fhortening of the thigh bone, and of
the caries of the hip joint. Inftances occur,
not unfrequently, in which patients undergo
the whole procefs of the early fymptoms of
this difeafe, to the elongation, and fhorten-
ing of the limb, and even an anchylofis in
the joint, without any external {fuppuration,

At times too, it happens, that a {fuppu-
ration is formed, that the abfcefs burfis,
and that a thortening of the limb takes place,
when yet no fever enfues, nor any very dan-
gerous {ymptoms fupervene*. Thefe very
fortunate circumftances are however, rare,
compared with the great frequency of cafes,
in which numerous evils ufually refult from
the caries of the joint, and its external fup-
puration.

In the inveftigation of this, and every
other difeafe of equally dangerous confe-
quences, it is advantageous, and indeed re-
quifite, to acquire the trueft and moft accurate

* See cafes XIII. XIV.
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noxious fluid. It is however certain, that
fuch a practice is found by experience to be
injurious ; for the opening of abfceffes of
joints, whether it be made by cauftic, inci-
fion, or feton, has not the fuppofed ten-
dency to prevent, but on the contrary, is
known to increafe the difpofition to caries,
and muft confequently, promote and accele-
rate every bad {fymptom, refulting, {ooner
or later, from the ftrumous indifpofition of
the affected part.

It may {till be thought, and urged againft
what has been advanced, that it contravenes
a common opinion, that the caufe of this
difeafe is not primarily to be looked for in
the joint itfelf, that it may as well be fup-
pofed, to originate in the more external
parts, in the involucra of the joint, in the
cellular membrane, in the periofteum of the
bones, in the muicles, or in the lymphatic
glands. It may be faid too, that fuch a
caries of bone, or fuch a difpofition to ca-
ries, as is ftated in the cafe, above mention=-
ed, cannot well be conceived to exift in fo
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In like manner, a ftrumous induration, and
enlargement of the liver, or of the {pleen
often fubfifts, and 1s known as a chronic
difeafe, by its effects nn‘rthe animal ceco-
nomy, for a long time, before it produces
inflammation, or fuppuragon in the fub-
{tance of thofe vifcera, an accumulation of
water in the cavity of the abdomen, or any
.of thofe fymptoms, which are the final, and
fatal confequences of the original difeafe.

Even in the lungs, that part of the hu-
man body, moft {ubject to ftrumous affec-
tions, and neceflarily in continual motion, a
difpofition to pulmonary phthifis, is well
known to exift, long before its fatal termi-
nation, in tubercles and fuppuration.

But to inftitute an analogical reafoning,
much more nearly allied to the difeafe in
queftion, is it not well known, that in the
difeafe of the incurvated {pine, fo accurate-
ly defcribed by Mr. Pott, a difpofition to
caries, and even a deftruction of parts muft
neceffarily have taken place, before the ca-
ries, is indicated, or afcertained, by that an-

gular
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gular incurvation, which is the marked ef-
fe@ of a lofs of fubftance, in the anteriour
part of the body of the vertebrz? Every
joint of the upper, and lower extremities,
occafionally exhibits a ftrumous indifpofi-
tion of its cartilages or bones, and this may
exift fora ver'}r confiderable time, with more
or lefs local inflammation, before an exter-
nal fuppuration takes place.

The difeafe of the hip joint, produces a
weaknefs of the lower limb, neceffary to be
diftinguifhed from a paralytic affeGtion, to
which it is liable in common with other
parts of the body ; and it is likewife requi-
fite to difcriminate it from that partial debi-
lity, often incident to the lower limb, in the
complaint, which is well known by the
name of pfoas abfcefs.

As the difeafe of the hip joint gradually
advances towards fuppuration, in the courfe
of its natural progrefs, the local injury of
the joint becomes evident from external ap-
pearances ; but in the beginning, and earlier
periods of the calamity, its diagnoftic figns,

although
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ficacy of the medicines, recommended in
{crophulous complaints ; but certainly, there
are not yet on record, a fufficient number of
fuccefsful inftances of its ufefulnefs, to juf-
tify fuch a decided preference of warm fea
bathing, as to exclude the confideration, or
{fuperfede the ufe, of topical applications.

Dr. Charlton, in his treatife on the Bath
waters, has given a thort account of this dif-
eafe, and has publifthed a few cafes, with a
view of afcertaining the utility of warm bath-
ing in this complaint. Thefe cafes are much
in favour of warm bathing, for which he is
an advocate, and his account of the {ymp-
toms of the difeafe, is fo evidently copied
from nature, that it would be an injuftice,
not to tranfcribe the whole.

Without giving much credit to the mineral
impregnation of the Bath waters, as mate-
rially ufeful in this complaint, I had con-
ceived that the benefit, which Dr. Charl-
ton’s patients received, might have been juft
as well derived, merely from an immerfion
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ting on the damp ground. Sometimes it
18 the confequence of external injuries ; as
falls, leaping down from high places, &c.
And very often no aflignable reafon can
be given for it. It happens indifferently
to perfons of all ages and centftitutions.
I could never difcover, after the moft care-
ful inquiry, that thofe of fcrophulous ha-
bits, were more liable to its attacks than
others, who had ever been free from glan-
dular obftruétions.”

¢¢ Its approaches are generally made by
flow and almoft imperceptible degrees. A
kind of wearinefs, and inaptitude to mo-
tion, is at firft perceived in the limb;
which, in children, has frequently been
taken for fome trick they had got in
walking, till the fubfequent pains have
at length, given but too convincing a
proof to the contrary. The miferable pa-
tient often long languithes under this cruel
difeafe. His pain grows mote continual
and more violent, Inflammation arifes,

matter is formed, a heéic fucceeds, and
‘6 hﬂ
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neceffarily prevent an external irritation
from acting on the part moft affected ; the
frequent acétion alfo of thefe mufcles, in the
motion of the joint, would baffle every at-
tempt of the furgeon, to keep .the wound
open by peas, or by any other means, he
thould adopt for that purpofe.

The fituation of mufcles, nerves, and
blood veflels, belonging to the lower extre-
mities, is an infuperable objection to the ap-
plication of a cauftic in the anteriour part of
the joint, fufficiently deep or large, to check
the formation of matter.

The outfide of the thigh, in the hollow
parallel with, and a little behind the great
trochanter, affords a proper place to make
the iffue. Here the peas are not likely to
be expelled by the action of the muficles
employed in moving the joint, nor does a
wound in this part, much incommode the
various functions of the body, in fitting,
walking, or lying down. It is fufficiently
contiguous to the difeafed part, as the com-
mon integuments are almoft the only inter-

mediate
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uneafinefs than others ; but in general, the
operation of rubbing the cauftic {ftone on the
integuments, is fo little painful, where they
are not inflamed, that the patients often
doubt of its capability of producing an ef-
char.

If the {kin is ftrained, during this mode
of applying the cauftic ftone, the efchar is
{ooner produced, but at the fame time, more
pain is created. If it be intended, that the
efchar fhould penetrate deep into the cellular
membrane, the friction thould be continued,
till the integuments give way under its ac-
don: but in general, for the purpofe of
making an iffue, it is fufficient to rub the
{feptic ftone, or lapis infemnalis, as it is
called, on the part intended to be affected,
until the {kin begins to change from its na-
tural colour, to a brownifh hue, which ap-
pearance it firft exhibits, where the roots of
the hair proceed from the cuticle.

In this method of making an iffue, as in
the common method of applying the cauf-
tic, a {pace of time, generally of twelve,

or
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os innominatum has been affected by the
caries in a more extenfive degree, than the
thigh bone itfelf *.

The records of {furgery do not afford many
inftances of this very hazardous operation,
having been performed for remedying the dif-
eafe of the hip joint: the only cafe - in my
recollection, ftrengthens the opinion which
is generally entertained, namely, that an am-
putation at the hip joint, has but a partial
tendency towards removing the difeafe ; but
in this dreadful fituation, where the laft re-
{fource of our art would fail, where the moft
adventurous furgery cannot remove the com-
plaint, the fimple energy of nature frequently
{fupplies the deficiency, and only requires
the affiftance of medicine to {upport the
conftitution during the tedious procefs of
convalefcence, rejecting as it were with hor-

ror, the active aid of operative furgery, as

* See plates I1I. IV. V. and VI.
t See Medical Commentaries, Vol. VI. p. 337.
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an exercife of {kill, fomething worfe than
oftentatious and ufelefs.
When a caries of the joint has exifted for
a confiderable time, varying, as has been
faid in length, with the different ftrength
and habits of the patients, an external fup-
puration generally takes place in fome
part contiguous to the joint: it moft fre-
quently happens below the great trochanter
over the vaftus externus mufcle, fometimes
in the anteriour part of the thigh, frequently
on the nates, or higher up in the loins, and
oftentimes in all thefe parts fucceflively.
The progrefs of this {uppuration, is ge-
nerally attended with a flight tenfion, and
{ome degree of tendernefs of the part, fen-
fibly felt on preflure : it is not always ac-
companied with any great increafe of lame-
nefs or general debility, with fhiverings,
or the ufual {ymptoms of the formation of
matter ; on the contrary, the painful {fymp-
toms of the difeafe fometimes diminith,
while the fuppuration is advancing, and
this is a circumftance, which often happens
when
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when matter is formed upon difeafed bones
in other parts of the body : meanwhile the
patient is generally capable of ufing his ac-
cuftomed exercife, and may often continue
to do fo, although the abfcefs has formed a
very large and prominent tumour, until the
moment arrives, when it burts.

This however is not the moft common
progrefs of the difeafe, inflammation and
fever are frequently attendant on the {up-
puration ; but however thefe fymptoms
vary in different patients, depending pro-
bably, upon peculiarity in conftitution, upon
the quantity of difeafed bone producing
irritation, or upon fome other caufe, not
eafily afcertained, ftill the local treatment
in every cafe thould be as fimple as poffi-
ble : for there is no rational {fyftem known,
which can point out the advantage to be
derived from an artificial opening made in
any way whatfoever, during this ftage of
the difeafe, neither is there one cafe on re-
cord, where an active employment of the
art of operative furgery has been found ma-
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wards, he was attacked by the meafles, and
{oon after his recovery from that difeafe, he
began to limp, difcovering fome of the firft
fymptoms of difeafed hip joint, namely, an
elongation of the limb, a pain in his knee,
wearinefs, and fome degree of general debi-
lity. Inthe fummer of 1790, he was again
fent to the fea, and bathed for four months ;
he returned from thence with the difeafe going
on in its ufual way, the thigh bone thortening,
great pain in the hip and knee, and a total

inability of fetting his foot on the ground.
Topical bleeding by leeches, and a repeat-
ed application of blifters, prevented an ex-
ternal fuppuration, which was rapidly ad-
vancing. This young gentleman had a very
troublefome enlargement of the tonfils, which
occafioned a deafnefs, an uneafy refpiration,
and fome difficulty in deglutition ; thefe cir-
cumitances induced his parents to fend him
once more to the fea, from which he re-
turned without any confiderable advantage
to the difeafe of the hip joint, although the
tonfils were much reduced, and confequently
M 4 his
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years of age, was recommended to the Weft-
minfter General Difpenfary, in April 1793,
for the difeafe of the hip joint; his general
ftate of health was very indifferent, and he
complained of great pain in his knee, thigh,
and hip : the limb was fhortened, and con-
trac¢ted upward to the abdomen; and on
the outfide of the thigh, over the vaftus
externus mufcle, there was a {fwelling which
evidently contained a fluid : this tumour was
not however very prominent, or painful to
the touch.

Notwithftanding the little chance of fuc-
cefs, likely to be derived from the ufe of
the cauftic in this cafe, I applied it in the
ufual manner, and his mother kept the iffue
open with great perfeverance ; the boy how-
ever, grew worfe in his general ftate of health,
the limb became more fhortened ; he was
confined entirely to his bed for the whole
{fummer, labouring under the moft profufe
perfpirations, frequent purgings, and ex-
treme debility ; in this ftate he was nourifh-

ed with ftrong foups, meat and porter, for
all
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and beginning to thorten, he felt great pain in
the hip joint, and was unable to walk. [
made a large iffue, with the cauftic, and faw
him feveral times afterwards, when he ap-
peared to be much relieved from pain; a
{uppuration neverthelefs enfued, and he lay
for many months an emaciated object, and
it was with great difficulty, that he could be
moved from the bed. At length he died,
and I was defired to examine the body.

The fixth plate thews the morbid ftate of
the bones in this fubject : the head and great
part of the neck of the thigh bone were obli-
terated ; the cotyloid cavity was thoroughly
difeafed, the caries extending from thence,
to the os pubis, ifchoin, and even to the
{pine of the os ilium; I found when it
was too late, that for feveral months pre-
vious to his death, he had been lodged in a
cold and damp place in Lambeth Marfh,
and that his parents had been perfuaded to
keep him to a low diet, principally of milk,
and vegetables, although he was calling per-
petually, for animal food and porter.

CASE
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teus medius, and minimus, and all the
flefthy {ubftance from the {pine of the ilium
backward, behind the trochanter major, were
affected by the difeafe, a few mufcular fibres
alone remaining ; fo that the {urface of the
os ilium was entirely expofed, and appa-
rently corroded. The head of the thigh
bone, removed from its focket, lay inward,
on the upper edge of the cotyloid cavity,
held in that fituation, by its connexion with
the pfoas, and iliacus internus mufcle ; the
capfular ligament of the joint, and the round
ligament were ruptured, and diffolved into
matter ; the cartilage of the head of the thigh
bone, and that of the acetabulum, were cor-
roded, and the bony furfaces were rough from
caries. From all thefe circumftances it ap-
peared, that the difeafe originated in the ca-
vity of the joint, that an abfcefs formed in
that part, either from inflammation proceed-
ing from external injury, or, from the parts
being from a previous {crophulous taint, pre-

difpofed tec this difeafe.”
'This cafe of Cocchius, fhews an inftance
of
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of the hip difeafe, which frequently occurs.
It holds out a proper caution to patients,
who are predifpofed to this complaint by a
ftrumous habit, to avoid fuch fituations as
may expofe them to external accidents, and
confequently to an aggravation of the dif-
eafe. Italfo thews, like many other cafes
which are recorded, the fatality of the coma
plaint, when an external abfcefs takes place,
and particularly, if that abfcefs is made the
object of furgical operation.

The foregoing cafes of the difeafe of the
hip joint, were principally felected from the
great variety, prefented for admiffion at the
Weftminfter General Difpenfary: it would
have been eafy to have added many more,
as patients labouring under this diforder,
apply in great numbers, to inftitutions of a
fimilar nature to that, with which I am con-
nected, being in a great meafure excluded
from hofpitals, both on account of the

length
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