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PUR B P oA B,

IT is a truth, generally acknowledged and univets

fally lamented, that amidft all the improvements
of the prefent age, none has received fo little advan-
tage from the rays of refinement as the Ar¢ of Far-
riery. And it muft be likewife confefled, it isan ill
compliment to a country abounding with /porsfmen,
apd thofe remarkable for their extreme liberality,
that the intellectual faculties of many diftinguifhed
members of the different learned focieties fhould be
abforbed in abftrufe contemplations and intenfe lu-
cubrations upon the antiquity of a coin, the probofcis
of an elephant, the genus of an exotic, or the beautiful
variegations of a butterfly ; whilft a branch of {cience
and ftudy, involving the health, fafety, and preferva-
tion, of the moft beautiful and efteemed animal this
kingdom has to boalt, is negletted, as derogatory to
the dignity of a man of letters : and, from this mif-
taken idea of degradation, a fubject of fo much con-
fequence has been for many years fubmitted to the
arbitrary dictation of the moft illiterate part of the
community, without a fingle effort of weight or in-
fluence to abolith the ancient and almoft obfolete
mode of practice; or a fingle attempt made, from
proper autherity, to intrcduce the modern improve-
ments and difcoveries in every branch of medicine,
Itis moft certain there is no one period of hiftory
where the horfe has been ranked fo high in general
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PREY ACE. Xi

mind the ancient and modern medical motto) is com-
pulfively adopted, and the whole arcana of equeftrian
knowledge is let loofe, from the very fimple prepara-
tion of “ fugar fops,” to the more remote, attive, and
dangerous mercury, till relief is fortunately obtained,
or the falling favourite expires, in tortures, a martyr

to the ignorance of the praéfitioner and the eredulity of
its ewner !

To corroborate this faét, one felf-evident obferva-
tion only is neceflary to give it due weight, in oppo-
fition toamind even prejudiced againft the invova-
TIoNs of improvement in practice or rectification in
judgment. For inftance—1Is it poffible—can it (after
a moment’s refle€tion) be fuppofed—that thefe men,
totally uncultivated in underftanding and the moft
common occurrences in life, whofe minds are as rude
and uncivilized as their manners, can be at all con-
verfant or acquainted with the different properties,
qualities, operations, or effelts, of a long lift of medi-
cines, to all of which they are {trangers even in ap-
pearance, poflefling no other knowledge of the very
articles fpecified but what they have acquired from
books and prefcriptions, long fince become obfolete
and ufelefs from their ineficacy? Can they be ex-
pected to underftand the chemical procefles of mer-
cury, antimony, and other dangerous medicines they
conftantly put into ufe, without knowing their ori-
gins, preparations, combination of principles, or the

exact
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MODERN"SYSTEM

A B R I T RV

THE very great difcoveries made in the
prefent century have certainly extended
to every art and {cience that could be mate-
rially improved by intenfe ftudy and applica-
tion ; and to none more than the adminiftra-
tion of medicine, and its effe€ts upon the
HUMAN BODY, by fome of the moft learned
men in every part of Europe : and, from the
rapid and univerfally acknowledged improve-
ments in this {yftem, the moft admirable ad-
vantages have been obtained, and incredible
cures performed. In fuch general refinement,
the ancient mode of prattice is not only ex-
ploded, but its origin and advocates nearly
buried in oblivion. Thofe ftupendous folios,

B the






OBSERVATIONS. 3
confideration, when circumftances daily evince
to the medical practitioner (or compounder of
prefcriptions) the very great danger to which
fome of the FiNEST HORSES in the world are
conftantly expofed; by the ignorance and obfti-
nacy of the parties to whofe care they are too
generally entrufted ; every sTABLE-BOY, aping
the groom his fuperior, and the Groom the
felf~infiruéted F ARRIER; all have their heads
and pockets ftuffed with the quinteffence of
ftupidity, collected from the various produc-
tions of antiquity, whofe very PRESCRIPTIONS.
are in themfelves fo obfolete, that many of
the articles included have been long fince re-
jected as of no utility. But ag variety muft
be obtained to effect the neceffary purpofe, the
invention is inftantly fet at work to fubftitute
new ingredients, for thofe long fince aban-
doned as fuperfluous and unneceflary, in me-
dicinal compofition. Thefe alterations and
{ubftitutes frequently form a moft curious col-
lection of contrarieties—purgatives and reffrin-
genits, cordials and coolers, mercurials, antimo-
nials and diuretics; are indifcriminately blended
in one mafs; as a {pecimen of thefe wonderful
improvements in the ART of FARRIERY !
And thofe who are moft acquainted with this

B 2z : practice
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Gregery, in the Mock Doctor, who fays
. The heart was formerly on the X/¢ fide, but
¢ the COLLEGE have altered all that, and

“ placed it on the right.”

To produce a cafe exactly fimilar in the
World of FarRrRIERY, let us take a furvey
of the medical abilities of Gisson, who cer-
tainly wrote much better on the {ubject than
Brackex ; where we fhall find ordered, ina
fingle prefeription for a purging ball, #wo sances
of aloes, with the addition of the other ufual
purging articles, though modern practice and
experience fix the eftablithed proportion at
exaltly balf, or at moft five ergoths, to the
ftrongeft horfes, with the cathartic aids before
mentioned. He alfo moft courageoufly re-
commends balf an ounce of calomel, or_fublimed
mereary, in a fingle ball; and {peaks of the
internal adminiftration of moft powerful poi-
fons, corrofive fublimate, or red precipitate, as
a matter of courfe: the proportion for a dofe
being curioufly afcertained by the fublime
menfuration of a “ filver twoe-pence,’” as if a
premium had been abfolutely provided by an
alt of parliament for the general extirpation of
¢he breed of HORSES, as deflruétive to the

B 3 interefls
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evidently undergone a kind of regeneration by
its new birth, and is now become the child of
adoption ; fantioned with the authority of a
nominal voucher for the confiffency of its imper-
fections, and the propriety of introducing the
moft incredible accumulation of prefcriptive
abfurdities that ever difgraced a medical work
offered to public infpection for the purpofe of
information. And what renders the impofi-
 tion of {till greater magnitude, is the very con-
fidential manner of proclaiming to the world
what every profeflor of medicine will inftanta-
neoufly refufe his affent to the belief of, viz,
that it is the joint production of an operative
farrier, phyficians, anatomifts, and profeffors of

furgery,

The tafk of criticifm muft at all times be an
unpleafant performance, but much more par-
ticularly upon the prefent occafion, where it -
will be abfolutely impoffible for me to difcharge
my obligation to an indulgent public (with
the neceflary precifion and impartiality) with-
out encountering, by this decifion, the pique or
refentment of all parties interefted in the fate
of fuch publication, or its effects upon the mul-
titude, However, the predicament I now

B4 S Eng
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exculpated every page from the leaft accufation
of plagiarifm, as it will be found to differ very
materially from other publications upon the
fame {ubje@, and the exad reverfe of thofe in
circulation. The ftudious enquirer will be moit
{erioufly difappointed if he expes to find in
thefe pages a literal imitation and repetition of
Gigson’s anatomical ftructure, with the iden-
tical plates and correfponding references, or a
dangerous combination of deftrutive articles

heterogeneonfly blended and cruelly applied.

Saying thus much to corroborate the intent
and meaning of our own work, it becomes
immediately applicable to repeat our aflertions
refpecting the danger of others ; particularly in
thofe truly wonderful prefcriptive parts, {0 mo-
deflly aflirmed to be the conjunttive efforts of
learned phyficians, fudious anatomifts, and pro-
Sicients in_furgery, ‘That the prattical know-
ledge of thefe nominal phyficians ¢ in buckram”’
has far exceeded every thing prefcribed before
their time, the magnitude and almoft unli-
mited number of dangerous articles, introduced
in their recipes, will fuiﬁciently demonftrate to
thofe who are fo truly unfortunate as to have
the perufal fall to their lot; but more particu-
larly






OBSERVATIONS 11

1 thall only convey an oblique hint at thofe
catchpenny fhifts or abridgments, from the
authors before fpoken of, publifhed under the
titles of ¢ Ten Minutes Advice;” < The
Pocket Farrier,” &c. &c. and proceed toa
few obfervations upon the wonderfidd difcove-
ries, prolix a’g/&r::pi‘faﬂf, fedious digreffions, and
aftonifbing tales, of HENRY BRACKEN (medi-
cinz doctor), who, to his diploma, which he

“boafts of in his Preface, adds the ftrangeft com-
plication of language, for a medical author
and phyfician, that ever difgraced a candidate
for critical diffe@ion. However bad the com-
pliment may be to my own underftanding, or
largely it may tend to difplay my want of
tafte, I can neither cnr_;defcend to imitate him
in the fublimity of his ftyle or the fertility of
his medical invention: nor fhall I prefume
to copy fo great an original, by introducing
«« A Tale of a Tub” in every page, foreign to
the matter in queftion, merely for the purpofe
of fwelling this work to a fize that may con-
tribute to its difgrace; referving to myfelf one
confolation—if it does not become entitled to
approbation for its uzility, neither pigue or pri-
judice fhall have juft caufe to condemn it for
its prolixity.
fad It
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it in their power to be much better accommo-
dated.

Since the original publication of this work,
objections having been flarted to the above
mode of explanation, as not only too concife
for the magnitude of the fubject, but equally
inadequate to the expectation of the young and
inexperienced, who became inquirgts more
from the motive of information than amufe-
ment; I {hall endeavour to obviate that difap-
pointment, by entering more minutely into the
deferiptive qualifications, and clearly point out
the advantages arifing from circumipection to
juvenile adventurers in the equeftrian field of
fortune. Exclufive of the before-mentioned
clafs of enlightened pupils, who have improved
their theoretic knowledge by practical expe-
rience and difpofition upon the well-worn
hacks of Eton, Oxford, and Cambridge, (en-
abling themfelves to animadvert upon fplents,
{pavins, windgalls, and firains), it muit be
confeffed there are innumerable inferiors who
having unluckily no experimental knowledge
to improve upen, no advantage to avail them-
felves of but literary inftruction, or dear-bought
experience, it is undoubtedly juft fuch advice

{hould
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trons, blemifbes, and defecs; in general doubt-
fully implied, and not always perfectly under-
ftood, by the common affurance of ¢ Sound
¢ wind and limb.”” To afcertain the veracity

of which technical phraféology much nicety of
difcrimination appertains.

Amongft fportfmen (who are juftly entitled
to the appellation of gentlemen, and pofiefs a
high and proper fenfe of honour and the prin-
ciples of equity) the general acceptation of the
word ¢ found” has ever been; and fill is, in-
tended to convey an bonourable, mzegm'mmf
affurance of the perfe& ftate of both the frame

-and bodily health of the fubjeét, without ex-
ception orambiguity. It is meant to imply the
total abfence of blemithes as well as defects;
(unlefs particularly pointed out and explained);
and is really intended to confirm a dona fide de-
claration of the horfe’s being (at the time)
free from every imperfection, labouring under
no impediment to fight or aéfion. 'This is the
eftablithed intent and meaning of the word
¢ found’ amongft gentlemen and fportfinen; its
explication and various ufes, for the convenient
purpofes and impofitions of grooms, dealers;.
black-lzgs,and jobbing itinerants,are too perfettly

underftood
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tigating his properties; - thereby efcaping bad
action, lamenefs, ftarting, reftivenefs, and other
incidental imperfections. He then moft atten=
tively proceeds to the more minute and necef=
fary examination of the ftate of the eyes, wind,
knees, [plents, [pavins,windgalls, ringbenes, quit-
tors, cracks or greafe: defcending laftly to the
JSeet, thereby avoidingcorns, running thrufh, can-
ker, and additional defects that young and in-
experienced purchafers frequently fuppofe un-
‘worthy confideration or reflection, facrificing
the whole at the fhrine of figure and fafhion.

In the choice and purchafe of a horfe, felected
for whatever purpofe, itis an invariable and
eftablithed cuftom with the beft judges to coine
as near the following points and advantages as
circumitances will permit, thereby gaining 77
each an additional ftep to the fummit of per-
fection. For the defired or intended height,
fize, and figure, Bﬁing afcertained and pro-
cured, all other necefiary points fo ftrictly cor-
refpond (in a certain degree of aniformity) that
what gives fpeed and firength to a large horfe,
will proportionably contribute fimilar advan-
tages to a {fmaller.

C To
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lifications. To afeertain the whole of which,
no invariable rules can be laid down as an /-
fallible guide to certain perfe@ion ; for there are
marny inftances of very well haped horfes hav-
~ ing proved indifferent goers, and others fo en-
tirely crofs made as to poflefs hardly a good
point, being equal in action to fome ef the
fineft figures in the kingdom. Rules or inftruc-
tions thus liable to exception, (though they
are eftablithed by cuftom, and in a gréat degree
juftified by experience, have yet fome claim
to contribution from the perfonal obfervation
and deliberate judgment of the purchafer; for
furely it can require no extraordinary portion
of genius, or extent of penetration, to diftin-
guith between ““a good goer”” andabadone: if
fo, the adventurers may as probably ftand in
need of an inftructor to point out the differ«
ence between a Aorfe and a mare.

Notwithftanding thefe inftru&tions may cons=
tribute to form the judgment of a juvenile
and inexperienced purchafer, yet he fhould
never attempt to obtain a high priced horfe
from the hammer of a modern repofitory,
without the advantage of an affiftant perfectly
adequate to the arduous tafk of difcrimination.

C2 Let
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. Such a combination ofcircumnftances, tend-
ing fomuch to perplex and confufe, urges the
neceflity of care, caution, and circum{pection.
The eyes of Argus would hardly prove too nu-
merous upon the occafion, a bridle being as
neceflary upon the tongue as a padlock upon
the pocket; for, amidft the great variety of
profeflional manceuvres in the art of borfe-deal-
mg, a purchafer muft be in poffefiion of a great

fhare of good fortune or found judgment to elude
the ill effe@ts of deception and impofition; a-

circumftance fo univerfally admitted that go-
vernment confidered a fubftantial 7ex no im-
proper compliment to their sziguities.

The inftitution was undoubtedly originally
good, and for fome years proved of the greateft
public utility: whether, like many other of the
~-moft valuable inftitutions, it has been profti-

tuted to the wor/t of purpsfes, remains with the
opinion of every reader to decide. For my
own part, however highly they may be ex-
tolled, or extenfively puffed, by the parties in-
terefted in their fuccefs, I muft confefs, Iam
never included within their walls but I con-
~ceive my{elf in the very centre of Chefterficld’s
¢ fink of miguity,” and confider a found horfe

Ci3 from
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market with an equal degree of deception, in
which he now becomes initiated ; and the per-
petual routine of crippled hofpital horfes is thus

fupported by the very predominant plea of
{elf-prefervation.

Thefe facts being well. eftablithed, and
amongft the experienced univerfally known,
it is generally admitted that the moft probable
method of aequiring a young, fiund, perfect
horfe, muft be by purchafing in the country,
before they have madea *“ trading voyage” to
the metropolis; where, with the joint effects of
indifferent riders, indolent grooms or oftlers, hot
fables, irregular feeds, and the plentiful hay and
water {yftem that frequently conftitutes livery
{ubfiftence, we foon perceive fluctuating hu-
mours, depraved appetite, inflamed eyes, {well-
ed legs, cracked heels, tender feet, and a mul-
tiplicity of thofe flable comforts that inftantly
ftrike the eye of an experimental obferver,
when taking an occafional furvey of the public
ftables in London; where they conceive they
execute every degree of equeftrian duty in the
higheft perfection, though a lad, of even the
fecond clafs, from a common hunting-{table in

C 4 the
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- He alfo (from an univerfality of genius, no
doubt, )ranimadverts upon the art of riding and
qualifications of horfemen, their tempers, dif-
pofitions, agility, alacrity, fear, fortitude, “wry

faces, and lofing of leather; >’ defcants largely
upon the apparatus of bits, bridles, faddles,
&c. entering into the very minutie of the
riding-{chool, which now would be not only
degrading the experimental knowledge of every
fportiman in the kingdom, but abfolutely fmug-
gling a fubje& the acknowledged property of
Angelo, Aftley, Hughes, and Fones.

In refpcét to the anatomical ftructure of a
horfe, nothing can be added upon that fubje&
to excite attention; it has been already fo mi-
nutely inveftigated and accurately explained
by Gissox and Sxape, that the leaft room for
addition or enlargement is not left for any
fucceeding writer who does not (as before
obferved) admit the capacities of the folids to
be more enlarged, the fluids encreafed, or the
heart changed from one fide to the other, fince
the days of thofe authors, who fo well ful-
filled to the public the tafks they had under-
taken. And as the operative part of FARRIERY
is not intended to come within the purpofe of

our
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Nor is there any matter in a horfe requiring
a nicer difcrimination in judgment, than to
afcertain to a certainty the age of a horfe by his
teeth only, having abfolutely feen twomen of
abilities and experience on the oppofite fides
of a horfe’s mouth, at the fame time declare
him of different ages; when, by exchanging
fides, each changed his opinion, and the horfe
proved, by the common rule, to be coming a
year older on one fide than the other. Thefe
doubts in refpect to the certainty of age being
admitted, one fixed rule is incontrovertible—
that, after the” mark (which is the general
_guidﬂ) is obliterated, the longer the teeth are,
and the narrower the under jaw is towards its
extremity, the more the horfe is advanced in
years.

But, as the age of the horfe is {o diftin&ly
abftracted from, and unconneéed with, the
difcription of difeafe which becomes more
immediately the fubject of difcuffion, T fhall
feave the former to the fubtle decifion of the
ftable difputants, to whofe province it may be
faid to belong, and whom it meore materially
concerns.

There
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as‘are {trictly neceffary, and abfolutely con-
ducive to the prefervation of health, though
perhaps not at all times properly attended to.
For inftance, no fubjet is more highly entitled
to a diftinct and feparate inveftigation than the
article of -

FEEDING,

as a peculiar attention to the qualities and
quantities of aliment is particularly neceffary
to fecure the horfe in a ftate of health and con-
dition, fit for the immediate purpofe to which
he may be deftined. To produce him at all
times ready for the zurf, field, or road, be-
comes neceflarily the complete ftyle of clean-
linefs, dreffing, exercifé, and various minutie,
that conftitute the prefent perfect ftate of ftable
difcipline ; which never arofe to fo high a
pitch of excellence, and can have originated
only in a laudable emulation, that feems (bya
kind of fympathetic infpiration or enthufia{m)
to have taken pofieflion of every groom in
ftables of repute, and renders unneceflary the
moft trifling obfervations upon this ceremony,

where
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the parties, lofes fleth, becomes dull and heavy
in the ftable, languid in action, fickly in coat,
and foul in excrement, doomed to a courfe of
purgatives, then diuretics; and, laftly, a tedions
adminiftration of a/feratives, as fickly and
unfound ! And all for what?—becaufe the poor
emaciated animal, being deftitute of the powers
of {peech, could not better inform his perfe-
cutors, than by his empbatical and mifinter-
preted looks, that his hay was mu/fly, and con-
{equently laying the foundation of many dif-
orders. For, being thus deprived of more than
half his fupport, the trifling quantity he did
take (being againit the difpofition. of wature
and appetize ) afforded little nutriment; norof
courfe could, when fourtcen pounds of hay
only had perhaps paffed the inteftinal canal in
four days, inftead of fifty-fix; the accuftomed
and proper proportion being rated at fourteen
pounds for twenty-four hours, where horfes are
regularly corn-fed. 'Tobring this defeét in the
quality and quantity of this part of the a/ment
home to every comprehenfion, let any reader
coneeive the idea (or try the experiment) of
fitting down withan excellentappetite (aftera
moft excellent chafe) to a beef fteak nearly
approaching putrefaition, with no fauce but

7 bunger,
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) ﬁﬂ:, high in fpirits, and frefb upon his legs.
T'o be in this defirable ftate, if a young horfe,
and ftranger to hard work, may be readily ex-
pected, and naturally concluded ; but, on the
contrary, where a horfe has been fubje& to a
proportion of duty, either on the turf, field,
or road, a great degree of good fortune muft
have attended him through all his journies,
not to have fuffered from fome one of the
many dangers to which he has been {o repeat-
edly expofed. By way therefore of introdu-
cing directions for getting a horfe into condition,
it will be moft proper to fix the criterion of
commencement at that feafon when a hunter;
having had what is called a fummer’s run, is
taken up with an intent to get him into pro-
per condition for the field. The horfe being
taken up, if he is free from lamenefs, and
there is no blemifh, infirmity, or any other
obftacle, to forbid fuch proceedings, put him
firft upon a very moderate proportion of hay
and corn, and increafe it gradually, according
to the fize and conititution. At the expiration
of three or four days, when the hard food
may naturally be fuppofed to have diflodged
the grafs, and fupplied its place, a pfﬂpﬂrtian
of blood may be taken away, according to the

D fize,
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may be fafely drawn full ffve pints. However,
thefe directions fhould be carefully made by

meafure, to avoid the inconvenience and dan-
ger of too much relaxing the whole {yftem ;
an impropriety in conduct that may not be fo
cafily remedied as imagined. After this eva-
cuation, let the fame regular {yftem of food,
and gentle exercife, be continued for three clear
days ; and on the fourth prepare his body for
the phyfic intended to be taken on the follow-
ing morning, by giving him in the courfe of
the day three mafhes of equal parts of bran and
oats, {calded with boiling water, and given
at a proper degree of warmth, morning, noomn,
and night; putting on the neceflary body-
clothes, at the time of giving the firft math,
- to prevent the leaft hazard of cold from the
relaxation of either bedy or pores. In the
morning give one of the following purging
balls, of which four different proportions are
{pecified, and calculated for the horfes before
mentioned, in refpect to ftrength, fize, and
conftitution. But as we fhall, in the courfe
of the worl, have occafion to introduce refe-
rences to thefe CATHARTIC BALLS, under
the heads of various difeafes, it will be more
‘eonvenient to diftinguith them by numbers

D2 and,
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(well clothed) walked out for half an hour at
leaft. Frequent fupplies of warm water muft
be given, and two other mafhes at their pro-
per times ; by no means omitting to take him
out, and walk him gently twice or thrice in
the courfe of the day. But, as purgatives
adminiftered to quadrupeds of this defcription
cannot, from the great continuation of the
mnteftinal canal, be expefted to commence
their operation in lefs than twenty-four hours,
no hurrying or forcing methods muft be taken
to agitate the animal, or produce preternatural
effects. So foon as the medicine begins to
operate kindly and patiently, affift the work
by the means before mentioned, at ftated
periods, or at fuch times as the appetite will
permit them to be taken; continuing the
mathes no longer than the phyfic is faid to be
fet, or (in other words) the excrements become
firm, and refume their original form,

Indeed the management of horfes, during a
courfe of phyfic, is at prefent fo well under-
ftood, that little more need be added upon
that fubject ; excepting the very neceflary pre-
caution to avoid cv/d during thefe operations,

by a proper attention to the variations of the
D 4 weather, .
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taken out (if the weather permit) morning
and evening, walking him half an hour before
his water, and the fame after ; which fhounld
be taken at a pond of foft water, in pre-
ference to a {pring or running ftream, if pof-
fible. His dreflings fhould be as conftant and
regular as his exercife, which having been
gradually lengthened for the firft five or fix
days, he may then, after walking his ufual
time, have a moderate gallop (increafing it
daily in length and {peed, according to ftate
and ftrength), before he is taken to water,
walking him a proper time both before and
after ; by no means adopting that moft rdicu-
lous, contemptible, and pernicious praétice of
galloping your horfe tmmediately after, in fer-
vile fubjection to the #/fiterate opinion of warm-
ing the water in the horfe’s belly; a cuftom
that has, through the ignorance or folly of
{ervants, proved the abfolute ruin of many bun-
dreds, as will be clearly explained in the courfe
of our future remarks, when we come to fpeak
of broken-winded horfes,

"This mode of exercifemuft be conftantly per-
{evered in without relaxation; his gallops night
and m{}rning thould be increafed, as well as his

waikmg
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In inflammatory cafes, where a cathartic is
required to operate expeditioufly ; or where 2
horfe, by his rejecting powers, compels a ball
to regurgitate, and it cannot be eafily or pro-
perly paffed, this drink may be admitted with.
propriety. But where a dofe of phyficis given
merely as a purgative, without any indication
of inftantaneous neceflity, I muft, in juftice,
certainly recommend a ball in preference ; and
for this reafon, which I doubt not will prove
perfectly confiftent and fatisfactory to every
mind prepared for information.—The ball
~ being given, is twenty-four hours in its gra-
dual diffolution in the ftomach and f{ubfe-
quent paffage through the inteftinal canal;
this, by his gentle and regular folution of the
excrements, and lubrication of the parts, ac-
counts moft readily for the great eafe any of
the preceding balls work off with in general,
without the leaft neceflity for all that alarm and
apprehenfion betrayed by {fo many, who prefer
the chance of fpoiling, or at leaft injuring, a
capital horfe, to feeing him under the tempo-

rary difquietude of a falutary courfe of phy-
fic.

The fame eafe is not to be expected in the
operation of cathartic medicine conveyed in a
liquid
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to prevent the pafling of the pipe for the in-
je&ion of a glyfter; which fhould be given im-~
mediately with a large bag and pipe procured
for the purpofe, and repeated if neceflary ;
making not the leaft doubt but this Jubrication
and fimulus will remove all obftructions, and
afford every advantage that can be obtained
from the favourite and long-ftanding practice
of RAKING.

To prepare the GLYSTER.

Taxe of camomile flowers, fweet fennel, and cori-
ander feeds bruifed, of each one ounce: carra=
way feeds half an ounce ; boil in two quarts of water
till reduced to three pints ; then ftrain and add
for folution, +while hot, of Epfom falts two
ounces ; and when nearly cool enough to adminif-
ter, add of ¢live oil, and tinfture of fenna, com-
monly called Daffy’s elixir, of each a quarter of
a pint.

On the contrary, where the conftitutional
ftamina does not prove fo flrong as imagined,
the bowels in a weaker ftate than expected, or
the medicines are found to irritate or purge
more than is requifite or defired ; and the
phyfic does not fet at the ufual time, (the horfe

2 being
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It cannot be inapplicable, after thefe pre-
{criptions, to make a remark upon one obfer-
vation of BARTLET, who feemed to think it
unavoidably neceffary to omit a defigned part
of his prefcription at fome times on account
of the expence; but I muft confefs, in all my
experience, I have obferved, and happy I
am to acknowledge it to the honour of the
{porting world at large, I never remember to
have feen an inftance of penury, or even hefi-
tation in the article of expence, where a HoRrsE

has been in pain or danger.

Having gone through the procefs univerfally
eftablithed for getting horfes inte proper con-
dition, it becomes neceflary to proceed to the
long lift of accidents and difeafes to which
they are fubject : and to introduce fuch medi-
cal fyftem as (after a gradual fucceflion from
generation to generation, and from grandfire to
grandfon, in the old ftyle) has at length acquired
a degree of reformation and approbation, by
the experimental rejection of the ancient bota-
nical practice, believed infallible; and the in-
numerable difcoveries made in the world of me-
dicine, by fome of the moft learned, judicious
and enlightened charaters in every part of the

I globe,
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SPLENTS, SPAVINS, WINDGALLS,
LAMENESS, anp STRAINS.

o B.LEN T:§j

Or which various accounts have been given
without any thing fatisfactory as to their ori-
gin or cure, except that “they are hard ex-
«¢ crefcences of different fhapes and fizes on
¢¢ the thank bone, which often difappear of
¢ themfelves ; that ¢ they are not dangerous
* but when fituated near the joints, or appear
¢¢ very large upon the back part of the bone,
‘¢ and prefs againft the back finew.” All this
is moft certainly true, and -generally believed
tobe fo. Now let us remark what follows
as diretions for cure: < 'That the hair is to

““ be fhaved, the part to be rubbed with a
E ¢ round
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writings at the expence of a reader’s uNDER-
sTANDING as well as his PuRsE. From cir-
cumftances the moft predbminant it abfolutely
appears that neither of the authors here quoted
(notwithftanding the degree of eftimation they
may be held in) gave himfelf time, even for
a moment, to confider the nature of the
¢« excrefcence’’ he means or withes to defcribe,
or the method of cutre he may be naturally
anxious to recommend.

And this the more powerfully appears, by
the ridiculous attempt to deftroy what they
acknowledge an apparent offification, or bony
fubftance, feated upon a folid body, under the
integuments, without a deftruion of the
integuments themfelves, or a palpable injury
to the component parts. But to bring this
matter as near the truth as conjecture can juf~
tify, we will (by allowing an alternative,) take
one or other for the fa&, and draw what muft
appear a very natural and juft conclufion; that
is, whether the protuberance upon any part of
the thank-bone, calleda Splent, is an enlarge-
ment of the perigfleum (or membrane cover-
ing the bone,) by an original rupture of the
- fmall veflels, and the extravafated fluid col-

Ez2 lected
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to judge whetherany perceptible advantage has
been obtained from the force of thefe power-
ful repellents: if not, procure two ounces of
the ftrongeft mercurial ointment, and let the
fize of a hazle nut be well rubbed in upon the
part affeted, every night and morning, till the
‘whole is confumed, ufing the roller each night,
and taking it off in the morning. If this does
not fucceed, the beft and moft {peedy method
will be the immediate extirpation, by making
a longitudinal incifion (¢ without bruifing,
bammering,” &c.) through the integuments,
diffeCting and extracting the fubftance, com-
pleting the cure by taking up a couple of
ftitches, and treating itasa fuperficial wound:

for which directions will be found under that
head,

Notwithftanding the variety of opinions in-
culcated, and inftructions laid down, to ob-
tain a radical cure, it becomes a matter of
doubt whether a little deliberation, previous
to a rafh execution, may not prove the moit
ufeful monitor of the two; that is, if the
{plent is not productive of lamenefs or dif-
quietude, forming no inconvenience but an
external appearance, whether it may not be

E 2 mott
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idea, BARTLET’s f{yftem may be adopted by
thofe whofe credulity can conceive that a courfe
of purgatives and diuretics will contribute to

the removal of ¢orns or warts from the feet
or hands of the human {pecies.

®

SPAYILNS

Or thefe there are two kinds, very diftinétly
explained by moft authors on the fubjet,
and juitly denominated a BLoOD and BONE
spAVIN. Theyboth take their feats in nearly
the fame fituation, and proceed from the fol-
lowing caufes:—a BLOOD SPAVIN 1§ a preter-
natural enlargement of the vein running on
the infide the hough, and by the accumulated
fluid forms a fwelling that 1s pliant to the
touch, fubmitting to preflure, becoming, in
the courfe of time, productive of lamenefs.
Thefe appearances, were they attended to in
their infancy, would (as obferved in the pre-
ceding article) immediately fubmit to a fre-
quent application of the following embroca-
tion; rubbing in about two table fpoonfuls
twice every day, and keeping on (whenin the

E4 + ftable}
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And let this be gradually rubbed upon the
part till abforbed by the feat of difeafe; then
place over it a piece of flannel, and faften on
with the elbow-bandage as before defcribed.
In every eight-and-forty hours repeat this
_operation for a week (with the fame pro-
portion,) which has been attended with cer-
tain fuccefs in a multiplicity of cafes, par-
ticularly in the metropolis of Ireland, where
the moft eminent practitioners (and very able
there are) prefer it to our general method,
which will be hereafter defcribed. The great
advantage refulting from this kind of blifter
is its immediate ffzmulus upon the parts, from
which it derived a very {peedy and plentiful
difcharge. 'The hair is raifed up, and be-
comes what is termed pen-featbered, durin g the
efflux of férum, in large proportion; which,
fubfiding, forms a kind of fcurf, and may be
all brought away in a few days by wafhing
two or three times with foap and water;
leaving no fcar or trace of external applica-
tion behind. And furely this method, jufti-
fied by fuccefs and experience, muft be pre-
ferable to the long-ftanding opinion of in-
ftrumental extirpation. As for inftance, an
incifion is to be made through the fkin, of

fufficient
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impedinent of lamenefs, which will in time
inevitably enfue, if not prevented by redu@ion
or extirpation. Much advice, and many
direcions, might here be obtruded of 4/ifering,
firing, &c. but they all come fo immediately
within, the department of the oPErRATIVE
FARRIER, that further animadverfion npon
the {fubje@ will be totally forcign to the pre-
fent intenfion—one obfervation and recom-
mendation only excepted, viz. the neceflity,
in operations, of applying to praltitioners of
EMINENCE, whofe judgment and execution
will require no greater pecuniary compenfation
than thofe whofe comparitive abilities entitle
them to no more thana mere manual aj iftance

in furnithing the apparatus,

Previous to the difmiffion of this article,
I fhall, for the accomodation of thofe who
have never feen the publication, introduce
the direions given by OsMER for the cure,
as they literally appear in a tract of his com-
mitted to public infpetion about five, and
twenty years ago; but, I believe I may ven-
ture to affirm, the elaborate operation procured
very few converts to the practice.

¢ Firft






WINDGALLS. b1

¢ before the wound is well, another fhould
“be immediately applied. But in fpite of
““this, and all other methods ufed for this
““ diforder, the horfe will very frequently re-
““main full as lame as he was before, al-
« though the appearance of the difeafe is
“ removed: the reafon of which is, that the
¢ periofteum only is fometimes difeafed; at
““other times the bone itfelf, and its cellular
“part. Yet I dare fay there is not one far-
““rier in this kingdom but has an infallible
“and certain cure for thefe diforders.”

WINDGALLS

Are thofe prominences fituate on both
fides the tendons (commonly called the back
finews) above the fetlock joints on the fore-
legs, and not unfrequently upon the hind-legs
likewife. They are much larger on fome
horfes than others; and as they never appear
but upon thofe that have been conftantly work-
ed too young, or proportionally overworked
when older, the caufe will be the more readily

explained. For the tendons, by their per-
petual
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of his journey, and, feeling proportionally for
the animal who bears his burthen, take no
more of his ftrength in the field, or upon the
road, than Nature intended or prudence may
dictate. '

For fo beautiful a beatft, a::nnftituting almoft
the centrical point of every good, (whether in
pleafure or profit,) is certainly entitled to the
utmoft exertion of tendernefs and humanity.
And T will venture to affirm that no man,
whofe line of condu is regulated by the prin-

ciples of unfullied rectitude (or whofe heart
s open to thofe finer feelings that are even in
enfoyment or poffe/fion a gratification,) ever did
or ever will, after a chafe or journey, indulge
the calls of appetite till the partner of his
pleafure, or the companion of his labour, has
had every attention paid to his wants; which
Nature has formed equally numerous and

neceflary with thofe of his (often unnatural)
RIDER.

The frequent boafting of every unfeeling
puppy who has rode thirty or forty miles in
“fo many hours and fo many minutes, with-
¢ out baiting,” and other equeftrian exploits,
| ; equally



64 WINDGALLS.

equally wonderful, leaving the jaded object of
his perfecution to the affected diligence of idle .
grooms or drunken oftlers, not only accounts,
in a variety of cafes, for the appearance of
windgalls, but for very many of the long lift
of difeafes upon which we proceed to ex-

patiate.

But from this digreflion we return to the
cure, refpecting which various opinions have
been promulgated: ¢ vinegar, or verjuice, and
“¢ bandage; red wine lees; curriers’ fhavings
¢ wetted with vinegar; bliftering;”’ and, laftly,
« opened with a knife, a fleam, or a cobler’s
““awl, and applying to the orifice a plafter of
“rofin, pitch, maftic, oil of bays, and white
“of egg.” I fhall not add a fingle obfervation
upon this moft curious plafter, or wonderful
arcanum of variety, but declare I have feen
but very few inftances of a perfect cure by any
means. Forwhether a temporary completion
has been obtained by repellents, biiftering, per-
Soration, or reff, a repetition of the ordinary
work has foon produced a repetition of the
defe&t. It is a confolation, however, to be
informed that, in moft horfes, no lamenefs is

produced by this appearance; and the only
inconvenience
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inconvenience it conftitutes, is the difagreeable
effet upon the eye (and indeed no 7nconfider-
able one upon the pocket) when the horfe
comes to be fold. Windgalls are always very
much enlarged after fevere work, and again
reduced by exercife and conftant friction, or
fubftantial rubbing down in the ftable. And
this circumftance is mentioned only to corro-

borate the #hefis advanced to eftablith their
origin.

Although a total eradication is but {feldom
experienced, it will be neceffary to introduce
the moft approved and rational methods now
in practice to obtain the defirable object of re-
lief ; and this can be effected only by rarefac<

tion, repulfion and bandage : to promote the
intentional operations of which,

TAKE oil of origanum and {pirits of turpentine each
half an ounce ;

Camphorated fpirits of wine one ounce.—Mix well to-
gether :

And with a fmall portion of tow fufficiently
moiften the tumours twice every day, leaving
a pledget wet upon each; and immediately
upon the centre fix a circular piece of lead

F about
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In this cafe it will be but candid to point out
the probable difficulties that may occur in fuch
earneft attempt to obtain a radical extirpation ;
for, notwithftanding the theoretical plaufibi-
lity of this fyftem, fome inconveniences may
poflibly occur, and a fatisfactory cure not en-
fue; in fuch inftance the remedy will moft
affuredly prove worfe than the difeafe, and there
can be no doubt but a prudent or compaf-
fionate man will much rather fubmit to a flight
and almoft infignificant inconvenience, than
encounter by the attempt an evil of much
greater magnitude,

Should, by any mif{management in the ope-
ration or want of dexterity in the operator,
 the tendon be at all injured, lamenefs may be
the inevitable confequence; fhould the edges
of the feparated parts not difplay a tendency
to union, but, on the contrary, become difpofed
~ to foulnefs, engendering fungus, it may dege-
nerate to a fiffulous wound, and be ultimately
productive of infinite tiouble and confider-
able expence, Thefe attendant evils upon the
experiment thus pointed out'and taken inte
confideration, it will then become worthy the
attention of the owner, whether the gentler

Fz methods
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upon particular parté ; {plents, {pavins, wind-
galls, thrufh, ringbone, quittor, and a variety
of additional caufes that have already, or will
be hereafter fufficiently explained under their
different heads, and the moft expeditious and
efficacious method of cure pointed out. Lame-
nefs from wounds or injuries fuftained by fhoe-
g, come fo immediately and properly under
- the infpection of the OPERATIVE FARRIER,
that the leaft enlargement upon thofe fubjelts
here might be very juftly confidered a matter
of fuperfluity.

I fhall therefore advert to that peculiar kind
of lamenefs, produced in general by the inat-
tention or mbumanity of the owner ; which,
unattended to in its firft {tate, (and the original
caufe continued) enfures to a cerfanty the an-
nual deftruction of manyof the moft ferviceable
horfes in the kingdom. I allude, in this de-
feription, to {uch lamenefs, or rather univerfal
debilitation of the legs and feet, as is the pal-
pable effect of too conftant labour without the
leaft reft or intermifiion.

By inceflant labour, I mean to be under-
ftood that diurnal routine of flavery through
Eq the
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tion. It is therefore (even in the firft in-
ftance) moft earneftly recommended to let
every horfe have fuch proportion of reft from
his daily employment or purpofes as nature
evidently ftands in need of. That invariable
rule will prove a practice highly advantageous
to the proprictor, for he may be then experi-
mentally convinced.prevention is ever prefer-
able to a cure, by precluding its neceflity. But
when fuch failure is perceived, every kind of
work fhould be inftantly fet afide, if the leaft
defire is indulged to reftore the horfe to his
former ftate of purity or perfection. Such
defet being attended to in proper time, mo-
derate reflringent applications, with a loofe
- {table, if in winter, or a fimilar method, with
turning out in fummer, will, in a {hort time,
generally reftore the tone of the whole {yftem
affected by thefe means. In this clafs of me-
dicine the following is entitled to the prefer-
ence :

TAkE reitified fpirits of wine one pint ;
Camphor two ounces ;
Beft vinegar half a pint.

. Let the camphor be totally diffolved in the
fpirits before the vinegar is added, which
being
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Previous to farther animadverfion, it becomes
unavoidably neceflary to combat the promul-
gated opinion of OsMER, who, in his remarks,
ventures an aflertion that ¢ tendons are un-
¢ elaftic bodies,” though in the very fame page
{(and frequently after), he fays,  the tendon is
“ often elongated and ftrained.”—How this
writer, or his readers, could reconcile fuch pal-
pable abfurdity and contradiction, I am at alofs
to conceive ; or howa tendon can be elongated,
that has no elaflscity, Iam yet tolearn. INor does
the introduction of this obfervation prove of
greater utility than to corroborate the propriety
of my former remarks upon the fingularity of
ANCIENT pratice and MODERN publications.

To underftand this fubject clearly, it is un-
avoidably neceffary to be informed not only of
the caufes from which fuch complaints pro-
ceed, but the parts that conftitute the feat
of difeafe itfelf. To acquire which let it be
obferved sTrAINS are of two {orts, the one
originating in the ligamentary parts, by which
the different joints are preferved in contact ;
the other by a relaxation of the mufles, or
tendons, whofe purpofes are the dire@ office
of motion. Hence it is that the farrier and

groom
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of fine horfes have been ftaked to the durn-
g cautery that, with proper time in the field,
would have been as certainly faved from the
heat of the iron. And it is no lefs aftonithing
that, in the prefent age of equeftrian fagacity
and penetration, few can be found whofe rea-
fon will fufficiently demonftrate the abfolute
neceflity of #ime and r¢ff to reftore the tone
of a relaxed mufcle or tendon; a fyftem of
knowledge as clear as any mechanical principle
that can be produced. When the horfe has
continued in the ftable, under the treatment
here mentioned, for a fortnight, he thould, if
in the winter, have hisliberty ina large ftable
or barn where he will, by a natural attention
to his own eafe and fafety, (unlefs hurried,
driven, or difturbed, which fhould be pre-
vented) fufficiently guard the injured part.
On the contrary, if in the fummer he thould
be turned into a pafture alone, and ata diftance
from other horfes where he cannot, by their
neighings, be excited to any exertion of {pirit
or extravagance that may occafion a relapfe.
But, in either cafe, if the enlargement of the
part (that generally attends) does not fubfide,
and the lamenefs bear vifible marks of amend-
ment, {0 foon as may reafonably be expeted,
G take
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iifeful one it will be found) for a quarter of
an hour every night and morning, till double
the quantity has been ufed. Under this prac-
tice T have feen the complete cure of many,
without inftantly recurring to a perpetual ble-
mith by the prefent rage of FIRING, which
is in general by much too frequently adopted;
and no doubt upon moft occafions hurried
on by the pecuniary propenfity and ditation
of the interefted operator, anxious to difplay his
dexterity, or (as ScruB fays) < his neweft
“ flourifh,”” in the operation; which, when
performed, and the horfe is turned out (as
mutit be,) if taken up found, I fhall ever attri-
bute much more of the cure to that grand
[pecific, REST, than to the effect of his fire. No-
thing canbe more truly contemptible than the
ridiculous and abfurd adoption of the ancient
practice of cold charges ; compounded of arti-
cles calculated in fome degree to what they
call brace the parts, it is true, but tending
much more to form a kind of bandage by its
firmnefs of adhefion, than medical relief by
its power of penetration. And this will be
more readily credited when a moment’s con-
fideration is afforded to the fact: for what in-
herent reftringent virtues can be poffefled by

G2 - ““ doe’s
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applied to ftrains but in cafes of fwelling and
inflammation; as they can only contribute to
the very reverfe of the general intention, by

relaxing the fyftem they are employed to
contract.

I can have no doubt (notwithftanding the
di¢tatorial manner in which inftructions were
formerly conveyed, amounting almoft to a
degree of infallibility,) but the majority of
readers who condefcend to ruminate at all
upon the fubject, will inftantly admit the
great probability of receiving a greater portion
of relief from active liquids, that, by their
volatile and penetrative power, (aflifted by fre-
quent and induftrious application) rufh imme-
diately into contat with the feat of pain, than
from a compound of mere fimples formed into
elaborate poultices or cataplaims, that are pre-
vented by the nature of the parts, (as the hair,
and thicknefs of the fkin,) from bringing fo
inactive a mafs into effect, with parts requiring

reftringents of much greater power and pene-
tration,

Strains in the ligamentary parts are in ge-
neral occafioned by fudden jerks, fhort turns,

G 3 or
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ing each, would be'an endlefs undertaking;
fuch information or knowledge muft always
depend upon the judgment and attention of
the operator; for the directions from books
- are always doubtful, and feldom decifive. Nor
can it be believed that different horfes lamed
in this part, or flrained in that, will all flep,
balt, or retreat in the fame manner; i fo, I
may venture to affirm the idea will be fre-
quently as /ame as the horfe!

To afcertain the feat of difeafe toa certainty,
the judicious inveftigator will depend much on
the EvE, more on the ToucHu; and, if affifted
by obfervation and experience, he will very
rarely errin the effect of his judgment: for, his
minute examination being made with a necef-
{ary attention to concurring circumftances, he
will feldom fail to convey a true ftate of the
cafe upon almoft every inveftigation.

Previous to the final difmiffion of this arti-
cle, it may not be inapplicable to introduce
the compojition of a BLISTER in great eftima-
tion, and of a different form, calculated for
thofe who may be in fome degree attached to
the former mode of practice, and indulge theis.

G4 doybts
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his becoming disfigured,) that a fingle obfer-
vation on the fubject is rendered unneceffary,
one offer of advice only accepted, viz.—Never
to adopt analternative {o truly @i/agreeableand
diftr¢ffing till all the more gentle applications
have repeatedly failed in effet ; amongft which
do not let the following be omitted :

Taxe oil of wormwood one ounce
Amber and origanum of each half an ounce;
Camphorated fpirits of wine and opodeldoc of each
four ounces; and let a proportion (according to
the injury fultained) be gently rubbed into the
part twice every day.

Or,

Take extrat of Saturn and cagmphorated fpirits each
two ounces ;

Opodeldoc four ounces.,—Mix the extralt and cam-
phorated fpirits together; then add the opo-
deldoc, and ufe as above, never omitting the ufe
of proper bandage.

In corroboration of my own remarks upon
the inconfiftency of rafhly bringing into ufe the
éuﬂzf‘ﬁg cautery, I muit beg to introduce the ju-
dicious opinion of OsMER uponthe operation
of firing, which I fhall quote exactly in his
own words, from a treatife of his that never

fell
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rigid efchars, or painful callofities, 1 thall com-
municate, and earneftly recommend, a fafe,
Simple and effetfual METHOD of cURE, which
I have never yet feen once fail in an experi-
ence of rwenty years.

In every fwenty-four hours, but more par-
ticularly at each time of the horfe’s returning
from the road or exercife, let the cracks or
scRATCcHES be wafhed for a confiderable time
with foap and warm water, making a lather,
and continuing to rub them tenderly with the
fuds, till they become pliable, and perfectly
clear from every degree of {curf, or hardnefs
at the edges, and the ftiffened mucus, or coz-
ing, is entirely wathed away ; then wipe very
dry with alinen cloth, and when perfeétly fo,
rub in a fuflicient quantity of cemphorated
Jpermaceti ointment : there is no doubt but they
will foon fubmit to this fimple treatment, if
regularly perfevered in. On the contrary, if
in fome days after this method has been
adopted, you perceive the cRACKS to be deep,
the difcharge copious, and the fmell feetid or
ftinking, you may naturally conclude there is
a foulnefs in the habit, or an acrimony in the
blood, requiring rectification; in that cafe con-

tinue
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inftances of fuch defets being what are termed
natural blemithes ; but the mode of treatment
will be fimilar and effetive. The putrid,
ragged, or rotten part of the frog thould be
conftantly pared away, as thould alfo the hoof
that bears upon the defective parts. The bot-
tom of the foot fhould be frequently wafhed
with warm water, particularly after coming
into the ftable; and, when dry, the whole
frog moiftened flightly with tin¢ture of myrrh.
The feet thould be conftantly ftopped with a

compofition of the following proportion:

Cow dung, feven pounds;
Vinegar and chamber lye, of each one pint.—Mix.

If the complaint difplays (by its depth or

feetidity) a degree of inveteracy, aflift with the
following diuretic balls:

T axe white foap, eight ounces; :
~ Nitre and rofin (in powder) of each three ounces ; .
Camphor and oil of juniper, of each three drachms
form the mafs into half a dozen balls, and let one be

given every, or every other, morning, as the &ate
of the cafe requires,

But
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¢t blood is to rife in perpendicular columns,
¢ to return the circulating fluids from the ex-
« tremities. Hence f{wellings in the legs of
< horfes may be eafily accounted for, from a
« partial ftagnation of the blood and juices in
«the finer veflels, where the circulation is
““ moft languid; and efpecially where there is
‘3 want of due exercife, and a proper mufcu-
“lar compreflion upon the veffels to pufh for-
““ward the returning blood, and propel the
““inert or half-ftagnating fluid through their
st veflels.”” This is one reafon (where a reafon
1s wanting and muft be obtained), and is quoted
ontirely for the fervice of thofe who require
no other. But, as many may wifh to receive
more fatisfatory information upon the fubjeét,
it will be neceflary to afford it a nicer elucida-
tion.

Indeed it cannot be fuppofed that any reader
poffefling the {malleft degree of rational con-
ception will fall into this ridiculous idea, and
implicity believe NATURE has prevented her
own laws, by appropriating to certain offices
veflels inadequate to the purpofes for which
they were formed. 'That the veflels are fmall
in the extremitics muft be acknowledged ;

t that
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that the contents are proportional, cannot be
denied: thefe pofitions being admitted, it cer-
tainly fhall follow, the lefs the weight or fub-
ftance, the lefs muft be the force required
to give it motion: this force is retained in the
contrating power of the veflels acting upon
their own contents, exclufive of the affifting
~mufcular compreflion mentioned by the author
above quoted, which (in the fyftem of circu-
lation) can only prove the {fecondary confider-
ation. I do not mean to enter into tedious and
unentertaining difquifitions upon the laws of
nature and motion, but hope (and naturally
conclude) every reader will coineide with me
in one opinion—that thefe veflels are as fully
adequate to the offices affigned them in the
extremities, as thofe whofe capacities have fix-
ed them in the more noble parts.

This truth being allowed (as by every
intelligent reader it muft be), I confider
NATURE totally exculpated from the accufation
of infufficiency in the execution of her own
laws; and doubt not, in the inveftigation of
the fubjec, we fhall be able to produce more
~fatisfattory reafons for the appearance and
progrefs
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p'mgrefs of this difeafe, than any we have yet
feen offered to public confideration.

That “a partial ftagnation of the blood and
“ juices in the finer veflels, where the circula-
¢ tion is moft languid,” may and does happen,
I readily admit, but by no means fo often as
to conftitute the difeale we now treat of; if fo
(the extremities in moft horfes being the fame,
as well as the circumference or capacity of the
veflels and force of circulation), there can be
no doubt but nineteen out of every twenty
would be affli¢ted with this malady, from an
€ ERROR in NATURE,” that no human fore-
fight can prevent, or judgment remove:

BARTLET (who is the author before alluded
to) fays, in the paffage there quoted, ¢ the
““horfes moft fubject to it are thofe where
““there is a due want of exercife.”” In compli-
ment to an author of merit and repute, we
will admit this for a moment; but, the better
to eftablith my own point, I fhall claim the
privilege of making one obfervation, in direct
oppofition to an affertion that has required fome
authority by remaining fo long uncontradicted.
And as I, from the frft moment of my

H 2 embarkation
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the abfurdity, by enlarging upon the heat it
occafions in fummer, or the dirt and filth it
harbours in winter. You are told, in return,
< of its utility in preventing injuries from
¢ flints, bruifes from ftones,” &c. this is the
evident effect of inftinétive obitinacy and ig-
norance, tranimitted from fire to fon; and is
one of the moft palpable reafons that can be
produced for the frequentappearance and pro-
grefs of this complaint, whether proceeding
originally from a hidden accumulation of exter-
nal naftinefs or internal impurity.

As I mean however to give the explanation
of this difeafe the face of novelty, I fhall hint
only at the impofiibility of removing, from
under the loads of hair juft defcribed, the quan-
tity of dirt and extraneous matter that muft
inevitably lodge there, and continue to accu-
mulate, without even a probability of extirpa-
tion; and proceed to hazard an opinion, or
perhaps afact, that the proportion of fecreted
perfpirable matter, making its efforts here (as
elfewhere) for a natural difcharge, is obftruted
by the mafs or filth caked upon the furface, as
before explained; and becomes, in the courfe
of time, too vifcid and fubflantial to be again

H ;3 abforded
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inquired into. But as it appears very little
amongft horfes of the firft or fecond clafs,
appropriated to either turf or field, and is con-
fined chiefly to thofe before defcribed, or fuch
as are unluckily deftined to a hard road, and a
barder mafter, fall in for a much greater pro-
portion of work than care; I avail myfelf
of this additional obfervation to corroborate any
former aflertion, or opinion,—that this com-
plaint frequently originates much more in the
i/l humours of the groom than the HORSE; to
which the careleflnefs and inattention of the
mafter does not fometimes a little contribute.

But as an ancient adage inftructs us to be-
lieve ¢ There is no rule without exception,”
fo I am willing to admit the exception, and
allow that a wifcidity or temacity in the blood
- may engender foulnefi; and impurities may be
produced by omitting to correct and purify
acrimony on the one part, or a fluggifb cobefion
.on the other. Collections of matter may be
formed, and are undpubtedly the EFrorTs of
NATURE to difburden herfelf of the morbid
affeftion; and fthe moft wifely makes thofe
efforts as remote as poflible from the vital
principle of action, and inthe parts beft quali-

fied to bear the operation. '
H 4 Thus
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method of treatment: as for inftance, let the
parts affected be well wafhed twice every day
with fofz water made warm, and plentifully
impregnated with fogp, {o as to form a fub-
ftantial lather; with which every defective or
offenfive fpot thould be moft patiently rubbed,
{0 as to clear the {urface of all {cruf, {cabs, or
indurated matter; then wipe the parts gently
dry with a linen cloth; and {o {oon as well
dried, wath where neceflary with as much as
is requifite of the following LoTION:

Take tinGture of myrrh and camphorated {pirits of
wine each one ounce;
Of beft white wine vinegar and {pring water, each
two ounces.—Mix together :

And when well dried in, flightly rub over with
a fmall quantity of the following oINTMENT:

TAkE of white diachylon plafter three ounces, olive
oil four ounces ; melt together over the fire; then
keep ftirring till cold, and mix upon a ftone with

three drachms of the fugar of lead, firft powdered
yery fine in a mortar.

And let one of the f{}[l{awing DIURETIC
BALLS be given every other morning for a
' courfe
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mercurius dulczs (commonly called calomel)
two drachms; working it off as before de-
{cribed, and ufing every precaution to avoid
cold: at the expiration of four or five clear
days, repeat the purging ball, adding or dimi-
nithing (that is changing the number), o
as to render it effeualin refpect to firength.
In three days after the fetting of which fecond
dofe, begin a courfé of the above PIURETIC
BALLS, and let one be given every morning
for a fortnight, three weeks, or a month, as
may be found neceffary. The wathing with
the folution of foap in warm water to be regu-
larly and fubftantially repeated fwzce every day;
the parts to be fomented after each wathing
with flannels dipped in a hot decottion of
camomile, wormwood, marfbmallows, and rofe-
mary, for a quarter of an hour or more ; and
this to be followed, if neceflary, by the ap-
plication of a pouLTICE prepared with equal
parts of ryemeal and catmeal; ‘with garlic and
qbite lily root, of each two ounces; both beat
to a pafte, and all mixed together to a proper
confiftence, with a part of the decoltion pre-
pared for the fomentation; and then ftir in
a quarter of a pound of /ard, and apply as
warm as may be with fafety,

On
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fubject: if he is full of fleth, bigh in condi-
tion, and has had no forced evacuations for
a length of time, take fufficient in proportion
to ftrength: if the fymptoms are powerful
and threaten obftinacy, give him a couple of the
following PURGING BALLs fix days apart;
the management being ftri¢tly reguiated by
the directions given under the article of purging.
PAES 35-

TAKE {uccotrine aloes nine drachms ;
Zthiop’s mineral half an ounce;
Caftile foap and jalap of each two drachms;
Ginger one drachm ;
Oil of juniper forty drops 3
Syrup of buckthorn fufficient to make the ball.

If this proportion does not purge quite fo
much as defired, add another drachm of alses;
if on the contrary it is thought to relax too
much, take off a drachm of the jalap. In four
days after the laft dofe, begin with one of the
following BALLS, and repeat it ¢very morn-
ing for fifteen days, three weeks, or 2 month,
as the urgency or mildnefs of the cafe may
require.

TAxE
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this trifling circumftance, a very forcible idea
of poverTY in both food and raiment. 'The
horfe is generally languid, dull, heavy, and
weak ; his excrement is dark, foul, and offen-
five; he fweats much upon very moderate
exertions; then his coat ftares, the hair turns
different ways, (which in its effluvia is difagree-
able,) and affords evident proof of weaknefs
and debilitation. The caufe requires very little
animadverfion, and it bears the face of poverty
(in food and attention) upon every trait of its
countenance.

Bad food and want of flable care are, in
general, the only probable reafonsthat can be

afligned for this complaint, or defe®. Long
lank grafs in low f{wampy land in autumn,

and mufty hay or bad oats at any feafon, may
in fome degree allay the hunger, but not gras
tify the appetite; for, being in itfelf deftitute
of the effect and quality of fuperior food, no
nutritive contribution can be conveyed for the
generation of blood or formation of fleth.
The fources for the fupply of chyle being thus
obftructed, the lymphatics are deprived of
-their due proportion of nutrivite fluid that
thould pafs through thefe fmaller veflels, and

12, they






HIDEBOUND, &c. 117

a temporaty - inconvenience. Therefore, by
way of affording fome little change to the cir-
culation of the blood, take away a {mall
quantity, and in three or four hours after,
~ increafe its zmpetus by a mafh of malt, oats,
and bran, equal parts; continuing it every
night for a fortnight, ftirring in two ounces of
flour of brimftone every other night; giving
his other feeds (morning and noon) equal
parts of oats and bran, with half a pint of old
beans in each, to prevent relaxing the body too
much by the mathes. "To give this method of
cure fome certainty of fuccefs, regular and
{ubftantial drefling, air, exercife, found oats,
fweet hay, and good foft water, will greatly
contribute. And when by thefe means he has
vifibly improved inhide, coat, and condition,
let him have twice in the week a bruthing
gallop, to produce a tolerable {weat and en-
liven the circulation ; taking great care not to
let him ftand ftill till he is perfe@ly cool;
when his drefling {hould be thoroughly gone
through with attention, care, and perfeverance,
cvery night and morning. If this method
fhould be unattended with fuccefs, there muft
be {fome unknown caufe lurking behind ; in
which cafe go throughamild courfe of phyfic,

3 feeding
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feeding well between the dofes, or a regular
adminiftration of diuretics, as defcribed in the
laft clafs.

SR BB i

Tuis word has been the conftant friend and
frequent refource of all country farriers, and
may, with great truth, be termed ¢ The
¢ Farrier’s Vade Mecum,” abridged to a word
of two fyllables, for the convenience of tech-
nical explanation and vulgar comprehenfion.
For certainly fo foon asa cutaneous eruption
appears, indicating an acrimonious ftate of the
blood, or a degeneracyof habit, it is (witha
wonderful degree of fagacity, and almoft in-
credible penetration,) confidently pronounced
« ASURFEIT;” but what a /furfeit is, un-
lefs, as Captain le Brufh, in the Regijter Office,
defines chass to be “a fort of —, a kind of
¢ a—chaos;” they filently acknowledge zbey
cannot tell.  And what makes it the more un-
fortunate for them 1is, that BARTLET, the
great “ god of their idolatry,” to whom they
look for every information, omitted to give
them the leaft clue by which they might glofs

their
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their ignorance. ¢ For,” fays he, in foto,
s¢ {urfeits arife from various caufes: but are
¢ commonly the effe¢ts of fime difeafes not
¢ attended to, or that have been ill cured.”
Whether this can be called an elucidation, or
is entitled to the compliment of ¢ multum in
“ parve,” I leave to the difcerning reader,
anxious for inftruction; and gladly {fubmit to
his impartial decifion alone, whether we are
not likely to derive greater gratification to our
inquiries from a more minute inveftigation.

As the above mentioned writer has been
indulgingly concifz, another has been moft
tedioufly prolix, who, after taking a trip through
almoft every kxNown difeafe, fee/ing for the
caufe, plainly tells you, ¢ it may originate in
“ ALL or ANY ; but it moft commonly pro-
¢ ceeds from a horfe’s conftantly feeding till
¢ he can feed no longer.” We thank him
heartily for fuch very USEFUL information;
and pr;::-cet:d to our own part of the tafk, but
not without. the neceflary compliment of mak-
ing one obfervation upon A/s—That it is very
natural to fuppofe a horfe conftantly fupplied
with food, even to fatiety, muft be faz, (at
leaft in tolerable condition,) whereas on the

I4 contrary,
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definition of this difeafe, that has for ages oc-
cafioned infinite fooks of furprife, and exertions
of wifdom, when invoking the interpofition of
Minerva or Somnus, to elucidate a matter that
even their IMMACULATE BARTLET did not
condefcend to explain.  And as his greas pre-
deceflor (who he has moft inceffantly and im-
plicitly copied,) after ringing the changes upon
almoft EveEry difeafe, fixed his opinion of the
caufc upon ¢ immoderate feeding;” I (hall
avail myfelf of the privilege afforded me in the
ancient adage of “ Doffors differ,” and declare
I attribute the cqufe to HARD DRINKING.
And although he declined faying much in
favour of nis opinion,-I fhall not omit to
advance a thefis is confirmation of MINE.

The Zind of furfeit differing from the for-
mer in caufe, but very little in efed?, is that
kind where, from ignorance, intoxication, or
inattention, a horfe is {uffered to drink immo-
derately of co/d water, when in a violent per-
Jpiration, and the blood confequently in the
higheft degree of circulation.

The fhock nature fuftains by this revulfion
will be inftantly conceived, even by a mind

not
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not at all accuftomed to fearch into the ab-
ftrufe recefles of Nature. The blood, in its
greateft velocity, is fo inftantaneoufly checked
by the flyptic influence of the frigid element,
and the fudden contraétion of the folids, that
_ the crRAssAMENTUM, or balfamic part of the
blood, becomes immediately thickened and
inflamed, feparating itfelf from the ferum or
watery part, which (being, from the inflam-
matory particles, impregnated with its pro-
portion of acrimony) extravafates itfelf; and,
by an effort of Nature, is propelled to the fkin
for tranfpiration, where the pores (having been
inftantlyscollapfed at the time of the water’s
taking effect) are fo clofely obftructed that its
paffage to the furface is abfolutely prevented
and rendered impraélicable. Thus fixed, it
becomes united with the per/pirable matter
already confined there (forming a morbid com-
bination), and is, in the courfe of time,
compelled by the progrefs of internal inflam-
mation to make its way through the fkin;
upon which it at laft appears in a variety of
rorMs and different sympToms, afluming
diftin& degrees of malignancy, according to
the flate, habit, and conftitution of the fubject

at the time of attack.
This
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This being the exac pnysicar demonftra-
tion and regular procefi of the djfeafe, the in-
dications of cure aptly arife from our invefti-
gation. For inftance, to refolve the inflamma-
tory crudities, remove cutaneous obftructions,
correc the acrimonious ftate of the blood, and
gently quicken the circulation. The better
to effect thefe, take away a moderate portion of
blood, that the impetus may be encouraged ;
open the body with a few warm mafbes ; and,
according to the mildnefs or inveteracy of its
appearance, give (asthe cafe requires) either
two or three of the following PURGING BALLS,
allowing fufficient time between each dofe,
and exerting more than ufual precaution to
avoid cold, on account of the mercurial pre-
paration contained inits compofition ; though
it is not only remarkably gentle in the opera-
tion, but {mall in quantity, and may be admi-
niftered with the greateft fafety and effeét:

T axe Barbadoes aloes one ounce ;
. Jalap (in powder) two ; and
Mercurius duleis, alias calomel, each two, drachme;
Caftile foap, and ginger (in powder) of each one
drachm ;
Syrup of buckthorn {ufficient to make the ball,

After
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muft be graduaily increafed of each, from saw
ounces to two and an balf; and in another week
to three ounces for each dofe, of both the com-
pofition and the nitre.

M AN G E.

Tuis diftemper is {o univerfally known,
that a general defcription of its moft predomi-
nant features would be a very indifferent com-
pliment both to the time and underftanding
of the reader; fuflice it therefore to fay, a mere
fuperficial view of it inftantly conveys to the
{pectator a very ftrong idea of general wretch-
ednefs. For furely nothing can convey it
ffronger than EXHAUSTED NATURE finking
under a complication of difeafe and poverty.
And in this cafe fo true itis ““ one misfortune
[feldom comes alome,” that the latter {eems in
combination to go hand in hand with this
diftemper where ever it makes an appearance.
And as a proof of the truth in this obferva-
tion, it is very little feen amongft HoRrsEs of
any ESTIMATION : on the contrary, is almoft
entirely confined to the lower clafs of {tables
and proprietors.

Ir
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It is obferved to fall chefly upon thofe that
have been almoft frangers to the TAsTE of
¢ats, and are kept entirely on the r¢fufe of pro-
vender, barren pafture, mufly hay, feparated
haybands, fiwvampy mofly ground, or rufby
- moors; from all which NATURE may receivé
a wretched ExisTENCE; but cannot be fur-
nifhed with fupport; at leaft the fupport ne-
ceflary to contribute nutritive juices for the
conflant healthy fubfiftence of {o large a frame.
From this mode of living (or rather ftarving)
originates fo fevere and inveterate a difeafe;
the eccnomy and law of NATURE demonftrates
it to a certainty, and renders farther Axi-
MADVERsION upon the {ubjett zedions and un-
neceflary. For the blood being by this barren
contribution robbed of what it was by nature -
intended to receive, becomes mpoverifbed even
to a degree of incredibility (by thofe who
are unacquainted with the {yftem of repletion
and circulation) ; it lofes its fenacity and bal-
Sfamic adbefive quality, degenerating toan acrid
ferous vapour that acquires malignity by its
preternatural feparation from its original cor-
reétor.  'Thus extravafated and unreftrained,
its morbid effeéts and virulence foon difplay
themlelves upon the furface, with a fevere

and -
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and conftant IRRITATION Or ITCHING; to
allay which the poor beaf is eternally exert-
ing himfelf in perpetual rubbings, till with
thofe, and the lofs of hair from the different
parts, he bears the unrverfa/ appearance of ap-
proaching ExcoriaTION, In this predica-
ment it has been the conftant practice to get
rid of oNE devil by the application of MANY ;
for inftance, quickfilver, aquafortis, oil of vis
triol, corrofive mercury, [pirit of turpentine,
Sulpbur of vivum, fal armoniac, tar, train ol
and all the combuftibles that could well be in-
vented for the fupport of an everlafting con-
flagration in the lower regions.

Without enlarging upon this defperate mode
of pracTICE, I fhall only acknowledge it
brings to my memory a paflage from that juitly
celebrated writer, who fays

“ Where the greater malady is, the lefler is not felt.””

And I naturally conclude from the purport
of this fentence, their mode of prattice was
adspted to extirpate an itching by a courfe of
cauterization; and there is no doubt but a
poor devil would feel very little uneafine/s from
a cutanesus irritation when burning alive with

3 a2 Com=-
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The firft ftep to be taken is a conftant fup-
ply of warM mafhes, prepared with half malt
‘and half Jran; or equal parts of ocafs and
| bran, with four ounces of Aoney diffolved in
‘each : let thefe be given night and morning,
‘with a feed of dry corn every day at noon;
' During this treatment (which muft be contis
'nued a week, to fheath the acrimony and
 foften the rigidity of the fkin) give one ounce
rof fulphur in each mafh, and one ounce of
| nitre in water every night and morning. In
ia week or ten days, when the frame becomes
| more invigorated, difcontinue the mathes, and
| Iet the diet be changed to gosd cats and fweet
\bay ; giving, in the morning and evening
| feeds, one of the following POWDERS inter-
rmixed with the corn, firft fprinkled with
' water :

T AxE fulphur and prepared antimony, of each a pound

rub well together in a mortar, and divide in
twenty-four equal parts :

Gl’-j
Antimony levigated, and fulphur; of each twelve
ounces ; :
" Liver of antimony and cream of tartar each half a
pound.—Mix well together and divide into twenty-

four equal parts, and let them be given as above
directed. R
K Upen
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blood, and give him afterwards #wo very mild
dofes of phyfic, fele&ted from the preferiptions
under the article of purging, and this will be
the more neceffary, for reafons that cannot
require the leaft explanation.

FR R C Y.

I musT confefs I have heard, feen, and
read lefs, to prove fatisfactory, upon this dif-
temper than any other to which the horfe is
fubje&. Every writer has defcribed the {ymp-
toms, but no-author, farrier, or groom, has
afcertained the caufe. Their opinions upon
the {ubjet forming a very great fimilitude to
Scrus’s allufion in the comedy, where he
fays “¢ Some fay one thing, and fome fay
¢¢ another ; but, for my part, I believe he’s
¢ a Jefuit.” This is ftrictly the ftate of the
cafe with the rArRcy; fome attribute it to
one caufe, fome to another; moft declare it a
bad caufe, and all acknowledge the “ ravrT,”
(as ufual) to be in the dlsod.

K 2 That
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inteftines. © But to purfue this vein of irony
no farther, and come to the fubje in difcuf-
fion, let it be obferved that, from the begin-
ing of this clafs, we have had occafion to
ENLARGE fo much upon the acrimony, vij~
“cidity, putridity and fenacity of the blod, un-
der the feparate articles of HIDEBOUND, SUR-
FEIT, and MANGE, 1t 1s but natural to con-
clude the intelligent reader is by this time
enabled to form a competent judgment of
its circulation, qualities, difpofitions, and
effetts: from rules fo clear and explanatory,
the fyftem is abfolutely reduced to the moft
minute demonftration, and cannot poflibly be
mifunderftocd.

Every reader being by thefe means put into
‘pofleffion of fuch reafons as may tend to form
bis own opinion, perhaps it may be the moit
prudent to fay nothing peremptorily decifive
upon the matter, but introduce my opinion,
leaving each obferver open to an exertion of
his own jndgment, to which of the three
preceding diftempers this is allied ; or whether
it bears the leaft fimilitude to the feverity of
the whole. It would be a very indifferent
compliment to the patience of the enlightened

K3 reader
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clear to admit of a doubt. The gradual and
general affetion of the frame may be eafily
reconciled to any comprehenfion, by the idea
of a fingle fpark of fire giving life to a com-
bination of combuftibles that foon conftitute
a general flame. To fay the FARCY is or can
be long partial to any particular {pot is a very
ridiculous fuppofition ; for although the attack
may be /ocal (the caufe being inflammatory),
it muft foon be univerfal from the very nature
" of the circulation. Certain folid parts of the
body may be individually affected by inflam-
mation, but we naturally infer, from a know-
ledge of the circulation, one part of the blood
cannot imbibe a temporary affeftion without
a {peedy communication to the whole.

If, as it has been before obferved, ¢ the
¢ Farcy is a diftemper of the blood veflels,”
I cannot indulge a momentary doubt but fuch
diftemper in the veffels muft have received the
full force of difeafe from the acrimonious ftate
of the blood itfelf; which, by its accumulating
force and morbid pungency, foon exceeds the
bounds prefcribed bj;r nature, making its way
to the furface, by a corrofion of the veflels in
which it was contained. The coat is raifed in

K 4 difterent
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As they advanced in danger they increafed
in courage ; and adhering invariably to the
general intention of, ¢ £/ or cure,” they dealt
about them with the fire of Mars and the
firength of Hercules. Began with oil of
vitriol and oil -of turpentine ; then euphor-
bium, hellebore, quickfilver, oil of origanum,
double aquafortis, and, to fum up the whole
fcene of confiffency, made open pafifages with
finall hot irons, and touched with oil of vitriol
or aquafortis; or opening the buds, putin a
fmall quantity of corrofive mercury, arfenic,
or Roman vitriol and fublimate, equal quanti-
ties. “ But,” fays the writer, # let it be remem-
¢ bered that many a horfe has been poifoncd
“ by thefe medicines ignorantly ufed, and in
¢ too large quantities.”” 'This very acknow-
fedgment (for which I confefs I am under in-
finite obligations) will ferve to corroborate my
former affertion—that fome sYsTEM has long
been neceflary to refeue this moft ufeful and
fuffering animal
FROM STABULARIAN IGNORANCE

AND EMPIRICAL CONFIDENCE.

Can it be fuppofed, will reafon or refletion
for a moment f{u pport the idea, that the moft
: fevere
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ciently proved. But the abundant, unlimited,
and injudicious application of fuch deftructive
poifins, either externally or internally, no rea-
fon can juftify, or prudence dire¢t. And what
confirms it a danger of {till greater magnitude
is, the predominant defire to increafe the dofes
and applications, upon a moft contemptible but
very common f{uppofition ; ¢ if a {mall or even
¢« 3 moderate dofe does much, a large one
¢ will cERTAINLY do a great deal more.”

The very frequent application of cauftics
and repellents is a cuftom evidently too abfurd
to require animadverfion. Every common
obferver muft inftantly perceive the folly of
repelling a morbid and malignant putrid mat-
ter to be again abforbed into the circulation,
at the very time Nature has arrived at the criti-
cal effort of relieving herfelf from the mor-
bid affection or preternatural load with which
the is opprefled. To prevent therefore a mif-
conception, let it be once for all underftood,
that in difeafes of the blood or juices, however
externals may occafionally alleviate as auxilia-
ries, the very fountain of relief muft take its
courfe from the effec of medicines internally
adminiftered. But forry I am to believe, and

have
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mifery, by taking away a life that every degree
of affiduity and effort of art cannot render
worthy prefervation.

In refpe& to cure, upon the very earlieft
appearance take away blood in quantity as
before defcribed, and after {o doing attend
minutely to the quality, which circumfitance
will enable you to form a very decifive judg-=
ment how feon, and to what proportion, the
- {fubje will bear this evacuation, fhould it again
be neceflary ; for according to the extra pro-
portion of the craffamentum (or coagulum), and
the fize (or gelatinized fubftance upon the
furface), with the difproportion of the ferum,
or watery part, it may be very readily afcer-
tained how much the blood is certainly above
or below the ftandard of mediocrity neceflary
for the abfolute PRESERVATION of bealth. 1If
the horfe is in a high ftate of condition, and
full of flefh, give him mathes through the day
of bleeding, and the next; on the fnlluwing
morning let this purgmg ball be given :

T AxE fuccotrine aloes ten drachms ;
Of calomel and jalap (in powder) each two drachms ;
Ginger and oil of anifeed each a drachm ;

Syrup of buckthorn or rofes fufficient to form the
ball,

Let
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avidity, as being moft thirfty. This proportion
is meant for the diftemper in its mildeft ftate ;
when the buds or fwelling, upon their firft
appearance, may be well wafhed with the
following /otion twice every day :

TakE extract of Saturn two ounces ;

Camphorated fpirits of wine eight ounces 3
Diftilled vinegar a pint;
Mix well together and keep clofe ftopt for ufe,

Should the diftemper be in a more advanced
or inveterate ftage, bleeding thould be repeated,
in proper time, between the phyfic, in a mo-
derate degree ; and upon the {cabs or efchars
peeling from the buds, with a degree of inve-

terate malignity, wath them well occafionally
with the following :

TAkKE corrofive mercury two drachms, diffolve in
half a pint of Britifh brandy; then add of white
wine vinegar a pint; half a pint of fpring water,
and two ounces of tinfture of myrrh; fhaking
well together :

Or,

‘TaxE fugar of lead and white vitriol each an ounce:
Diftilled vinegar and fpring water each one pint;
Styptic tinGture three ounces.—Mix together.

Should
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'immediate care and infpection of the gperative
FARRIER, whofe judgment or experience
 fhould dire& him upon all cafes of emergency,
|as time will not admit of reference to books; and
|even with fuch afliftance, much more will de-
'pend upon his experimental dexterity, or ex-
| pertnefs in manual operation, than any infor-
| mation he may derive from /iterary inftruction,
' when a fudden exertion of judgment or forti-
|tude is immediately neceflary.

WounDps may be divided into fuch a variety,
| that to enumerate the lift of probabilities would
| be to encounter the work of an age, and ferve
| more to perplex than enlighten thofe not alto-
s gether adequate to the tafk of defining technical
i terms or profeflional defcriptions. To enlarge
(upon every probable means by whicha wound
imay be received, and from the variety of
{ weapons, or ftable inftruments, is an abfolute
| impracticability ; we will therefore ¢ take up
1¢¢ the mangled matter at the beft,” and en-
ideavour, by a very fair and extenfive explana-
Ition, to give fuch pirRECTIONS as thall enable
vthe profeffional fuperintendent, or occafional
affiffant, to form a proper idea of the bufi-
nefs, and make fuch effe©ual APPLICATIONS

L5z as
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neath, furnithed with a waxed thread, and
made faft according to art or profeffional
knowledge. The perfon, whofe immediate
province it is to execute this tafk, thould, no
doubt, be amply furnithed with the neceffary
apparatus, (asa variety of needles both crooked
and ftraight) ready provided for the faculty by
every INSTRUMENT-MAKER in London. This
operation depends fo much upon profefional fo:l!
and experimental praftice, that it is in vain to
‘enlarge upon a fubje&t, tocomprehend which
would require an entire knowledge of the blood
veflels, an AcquisiTiox only to be obtained
by zbeoretical ftady and praéiical experience.

When the mouths of the bleeding veflels
are obfcured, or fo {furrounded with foft parts
that it is impofiible to fecure the orifice by the
affiftance of the needle, (which muft be abfo-
lutely accomplithed if an artery is feparated) a¢-
ply immediately a pidges of lint or tow, plenti-
fully impregnated with rindure of myrrb, fri-
ar's balfant, or camphborated [pirits; rel}ring n
this inftance upon the advantage and fafety of
a bandage (judicioufly adapted, and properly
applied), as much as the medical e!ﬁca&y of
sTYPTIC applications. NATURE in this

]

L 3 bufinefs
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adhefive quality of the blood, and the cicatrix
is fpeedily formed, without application to the
elaborate preparations-of art. In cafes of this
kind the dreffings thould not be taken off in
lefs than eight-and-forty hours; and, if a large
wound, (where the bleeding was difficult to
fupprefs) not lefs than zhree days, unlefs the
part has begun to digeft, and a perceptible
difcharge is come on; or the parts furround-
ing the wound are very much inflamed; i
which cafe the following mild POULTICE
may be appled:

T AxE of bread and barley-meal equal parts ;
Goulard’s vegeto mineral water fufficient to
make it of a proper confiftence ; and add

Lard four or fix ounces, at leaft enough to keep
it fufficiently moift,

Let this be renewed twice every day till
the {welling or inflammation fubfides, and the

wound begins to digelt or difcharge favour-
ably.

I_t 4 Tﬂ
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of the large veflels are affeCted. For moft
fuperficial wounds, or fimple lacerations, pro-
ceeding from what caufe foever, may in gene-
ral be very foon made perfectly found, by a
fingle application of the zzéfure or balfam be-
fore mentioned ; or equal parts of camplorated
‘/pz}*z'f; and winegar, bandaging up properly,
and not opening for fome days, that the mouths
of the veflels may be fuificiently conftringed
and hardened before they are expofed to the
air; ufing every precaution to prevent a relax-
ation of the parts, by the admiffion of water
or applications of ointment.  On the contrary,
thould a flight difcharge come on, keep the
wound clean, and drefs with the piGgEsTIVE
in very fmall quantities till the cure is com-

plete.

The {pirituous or refiringent APPLICA-
TioNs, by their flypticity, {o conftringe the
mouths of the fmaller veflels near the furface,
(acting in concert with the natural cement of
the bleod), as to render, in many inftances,
the gfficzous intrufions of ART totally unnecef-
fary: but zbis method of cure is frequently
rejeCted as too eafy, and the falutary courfe of
Nature is often obftru®ed and perverted by
the sSELF-SUFFICIENT fagacity of TwosE pro-

ficients
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tract any foreign or extraneous fubftance, and
promote a good digeftion; by which not only
every degree of foulnefs is carried off, but the
ragged and injured parts them{elves putrefy and
flough off, being brought away with the dref-
fings {o {oon as the wound is in a healthy pro-
mifing ftate. Here the granulations begin to
form and {prout out; and a proportion of judg-
ment is required, but little pofiefled or exerted
upon thefe occafions; for inftead of nourifh-
ing an appearance fo much to be folicited (and
without which you can obtain no cure) it is
often moft injudicioufly miftaken for fungus,
and fcouted accordingly: inftead of a bed of
dry lint to footh and encourage this cffort of
pature, cauftics and efcharotics are loudly called
for, and plentifully beftowed; the very bafis
of cure is thus deftroyed; the mouths of the
veflels are imprudently clofed by the worft
means ; the difcharge contributing to the con-
ftant improvement is moft unnaturally {upprefi~
ed; and callofities or efchars follow of courfe.

Ignorance now becomes foiled with its own
weapons, the operator ftanding bewildered in
a labyrinth, from which he is in pofieffion of

10 clue to efcape, Noday produccs a change
| but
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of judgment are abfolutely neceflary to remove
iwhat ignorance and obfinacy have fo firmly
eftablifhed.

‘To extirpate the callofity, and procurea pro-
|per difcharge, are the leading indications, and
'muit be obtained before the cure can proceed
Ito your with. To effe& this, foment with a
'deco&ion of camomile and mallows, as hot
\as can be conveniently applied; then {carify
| fuperficially the whole part, both longitudi-
' nally and tranfveriely, with a fleam or abfcefs
'lancet, fo asto entirely penetrate the callous
' fubftance upon the furface : after which it muft
' be drefied with the fallowing ointment twice
_every day; the fomentation and fuperficial in-

cifions to be repeated occafionally, if neceflary,
till the callofity is quite {loughed off, and
comes away with the dreflings:

T akE of yellow bafilicon two ounces
Turpentine and black bafilicon of each one ounce 3

Red precipitate (powdered very fine) half an ounce,

The two bafilicons to be melted together
over the fire; when taken off ftir in the tur-
_pentine ; and, laftly, when cool, 2dd the pre-
M 2 cipitae
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alteratives muft be called in, to enfure effect
from the whole. Without defcending to a
particular formule for this purpofe alone, I
refer the reader toavARIETY (prefcribed under
the diftin& heads of GREASE, SURFEIT,
and FARCY), for fuch feletion as may beft
coincide with his opinion upon the conftitution
and bodily ftate of the fubject difeafed.

It is d'fule eftablithed in-furgery, and fhould
be in fartiéry, wheré there is a finus or cavity
leading to a remot¢ or hidden caufe of com-
plaint, and from whence a palpable difcharge
iflues, the courfeand depth fhould be accu-
rately afcertained by the probe; and, if no
tendinous parts prefent to forbid the operation,
the finus, cavity, or vacuum, thould be inftantly
LAID OPEN (witha biftory) to its utmoft ex-
tent, and pmpef]y filled witha pledget of lint,
well impregnated with warm digeftive, and
plentifully covered with tow fpread with the
fame. After a fecond or third drefling, thould

the infide of fuch cavity prove callous, or hard
in fubftance, it muft be taken away by the
kNIFE, or deftroyed by the means before
defcribed. If it be fo fituated that the parts
forbid an entire feparation, found with the

M3 probe,
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with Locatellus’s balfam, or the following
EPULOTIC CERATE:

T AKE of white diachylon plafter and olive oil, each
two ounces ;

Locatellus’s balfam, and balfam of capivi, each one
ounce ;

Melt the plafter and Locatellus in the oil over the
fire; take off, and when nearly cool ftir in the
capivi, a little at a time, till it isall incorporated,

In fhort, cafes of THis kind come fo fre-
quently under the hands of the FARRIER, that
little might have been thought neceffary upon
the fubjet: but I have been thus explicit, for
the information and advantage of thofe who
are STRANGERS to both THEORY and
PRACTICE; that being ¢ forewarned
they may be forearmed,” and not fuffer a
fimple accident to be gradually ripened to a fe-
rious misfortune ; but, availing themfelves of
this requifite inftruttion, fo deffrey the preva-
lence of MysTERY and power of PRE JUDICE,
- as to enfure acure under their own fuperinten-
dence upon a bafis rational, clear, and com-~
prehenfive, divefted of the folly of experi-
ments and cruelty of ancient practice.

M 4 { 22 2
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. pated exactly as before defcribed ; vfing neither
corrofives or cauftics, but adhering to the me-
thod of keeping down fungus, or excrefcences,
by the application of unflacked lime in the
lump, (for a few minutes) or previoufly
powdered, where the wound will not admit
of its ufe in the other form. TH1s method
thould have the preference on all occafions;
for which a very predominant reafon may be
urged, that, receiving its power only from the
moifture it imbibes from the part, i1t immedi-
ately performs the purpofe it is intended to
execute, and becomes directly inactive: where-
as the favourite articles of aguafortis, oil of vi-
triol, and mercury, not ‘only abfolutely cavu-
TERIZE or BURN all the part, but raife a great
degree of mflammation upon the {urrounding
veflels, and evidently increafe the mifchief they
were intended to prevent. ‘The detergent
wasH before mentioned, cannot be too fre-
quently ufed till the wound bears marks of
amendment; and care muft be taken in the fe-
paration of all fiftulous finufes to leave the ori-
fice or opening as much declining as poflible,
that the matter may naturally pafs downwards,
without being fubject to a probability of re-
tention, -

Thus
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found at all neceflary, NEveRr let it by any
means be too LoNG continued, left the parts,
by a tedious {feparation, become divefted of
their difpofition to unite, and the edges grow
callous from their conftant depreffion. The
judgment may be much afljjfed upon this fub-
je& by frequent references to the two preced-
ing articles of wouNDs and ULCERS; remem-
bering in all, after the neceflary and proper
difcharges, to condué the cure according to
the variety of circumflances clearly pointed
out in this and the {ubjects laft treated on.

TS % N T o

ArLTHOUGH this comes moft probably under
the unavoidable infpection, occafional drefiings,
and intentional cure, of the operative farrier,
and confequently rather out of the line firft
drawn for the plan of this work; yet as the
{ubject has been fo infamoully treated by an
author before quoted, that indignation becomes
too juftly excited to pafs it over without fuch
ANIMADVERSION as may tend to enlighten the
mind, and reétify the judgment of fuch as (from
abfolute wANT of comprehenfion or refletion)

7 pay
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' too ridiculous to excite contempt; but, in
' compliment to the lefs informed reader, it is
impoflible to pafs it over without branding
the very thought with the epithet it is {o juftly
entitled to.

What are we to think of the profe/fional knsw-
ledge or abrlities of an author, who could fanc-
tion with his NAME the recommendation of
a pratice {0 infamous and deteflable, that no one
rational or confiftent idea can be produced or
pleaded to prove its propriety! Will any advo-
cate for fuch INFERNAL PRACTICE, (and in-
fernal it certainly is in every meaning of the
word) venture to affirm the writer conceived or
poflefied a competent,oreven a tolerable know-
ledge of the ftructure of parts or property of
medicine; that when the membranous. fyftem
is locally injured, and the lacerated vefiels
rendered highly irritable, could venture to pro-
mulgate the confiftency of glutting them with
the moft powerful po1sons, as if he felt fome
invincible antzpatby to the {pecies, and had at-
tentively ftudied the moft likely means of ef-
fecting their total extirpation! For the com-
pletion of this bufinefs, leit the moft deftruc-
tive poifons thould prove ineffe@ual, you are

in-






PO I E BV L 177
bumane reader, whofe judgment is not biafled,
by prejudice, or his reafon blinded by an
“adherence to cuftom, and whofe feelings move
in concert with my own, will fpudder at the
refletion; and to every fport{man looking with
the eye of extreme pleafure upon the excellen-
cies of the animal (whofe fufferings I lament,)
do I appeal for a juftification of the warmth I
have been natirally prompted to difplay on the
occafion. And in PITY toa fpecies fo eminently
entitled to every degree of MERCY, CARE,
and ATTENTION, let us hope (as we are now
become more reformed in our minds, and reéti-
fied in our judgments) that this DAMNABLE
do@rine may be univerfally exploded and buried
into ETERNAL OBLIVION.

Let it then be underftood the po// evi/ origi-
nates in a fumour fituate as before defcribed ;
and generally proceeds from injuries {uftained
on that part by blows, bruifes, or fuch frequent
and exceflive friction from large or heavy
harnefs as may fufficiently irritate the part to
provoke a formation of matter, as has been
_explained in the precedingarticle. Ifit is early
obferved, let the feat of pain be very frequently -
* fomented with vinegar made warm, for at

N leaft
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fectual ; to prevent therefore a lofs of time by
fuch fruitlefs attempts, let it be clearly and
finally underftood it can be effected only by
EXTIRPATION; an operation fo very
trifling it will not admit of a moment’s hefi-
tation, and may be taken off with a common
penknife, and healed as a fuperficial wound.
But the moft ready and leaft painful method
of taking it off is by juft raifing either edge
till it can be taken hold of with a pair of
common pincers; when, by leaning them to
any fide, you have an immediate fulcrum, or
lever, and feparate it inftantaneoufly without
pain or inconvenience. After the extirpation
it may be treated as a fimple fuperficial lacer-
ation, and may in general be healed by a
frequent application of Friar’s balfam, tincture
of myrrb, or, in very trifling cafes, with alittle
common brandy.

But after the cure, care fhould always be
taken to guard the cicatrix in its infancy, and
prevent the buckle of the girth from coming
into dire& conta with the injured part, not
only till the furface is fufficiently hardened to
render a repetition unlikely, but upon all

O future
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a variety of additional impofitions) happen
every day. Having here obliquely remarked

- what I naturally conclude is almoft univerfally
known, I fhall be ftudioufly anxious to explain
the nature of colds, and their different effects,
fo as to urge the neceffity of their being per-
fectly underftood, that prevention in future
may become an objet of attention.

The procefs of Nature we allude to, in the
appellation of corp, is a general obftruction
of the cutaneous paflages or pores of the fkin,
formed for the trarfpiration of perfpirable
matter, proportionally emitted from every
part of the frame, and intended to expel that -
fuperfluous moifture by an almoft infenfible
evacuation. But this exertion of Nature be-
ing totally {fupprefled, by 2 fudden collapfion,
or clofing of the pores, from one of the caufes
before defcribed, the perfpirable matter is pre-
vented in its natural courfe, and returned upon
the bpd}r In a preternatural and morbid ftate, |

We now come to the mifchievous effec,
'according to the degree of inveteracy or infec-
\tion of the attack. The moft penetrating and
lacnimonious particles immediately make their

0 3 paflage
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and GENTLE exercife, which in general {oon
effe@ the cure of {fuch COLDS as are counter—
acted upon the firft attack.

On the contrary, fhould time or circum-
ftances have prevented thofe early advantages,
the attack has been neglected, and the diforder
made a rapid progrefs ; fhould the covcu be
violent and conftant, the horfe very dull and
heavy, declining his food, and the {fympto-
matic fever run high, the blood will conit-
quently prove as before defcribed. In fuch
cafe the fymptoms will perhaps not immedi-
ately fubmit to the above plan f{o foon as may
be withed or expetted, therefore repeat your
bleeding in two or three days at fartheft, accord-
ing to the ftate and neceflity, altering the
mafhes to equal parts of ma/t and bran, fcalded
with boiling water ; when nearly cool enough
for the manger, ftir in of elecampane, anifeed,
and !Eguarfse powders, each one ounce ; let this
be reapeated every night and morning, continy-
ing the noon-feed dry, and the mitre two
ounces in the water, as before directed.

Let it be remembered, for confolation, that
coLDs or coucHus thus treated, before they

have
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viding the ale, powders, twitch, bhorn, and ap-
paratus, with the additional pleafure of waft-
ing or {pilling half the contents, are profeflional
DIGNITIES not to be readily given up; more
particularly the operator’s privilege of drinking
a part of the ale or firong beer, to be perfedtly
convinced it is not TOO STALE for the pur-
pofe. To bring this digreflion to a fpeedy
crifis, I fhall only beg leave to add, that twenty
years fince, obferving the general plague in
giving drinks, the conftant and unavoidable
wafte in the operation, added to the palpable
abfurdity of giving he moft naufeous medi-
cines in a liquid form, to conititute an unne-
ceflary ficknefs to the animal, made me reject
the practice, determining to adopt a methed
more raticnal, neat, and confiftent, fo far as
my own advice or influence extended. To
this circumftance may be attributed the very
few drinks prefcribed or recommended in the
courfe of this work : the aukward adminiftra-
tion of glyfters is likewife rejected, but where
they are palpably neceffary, and even then.the
bag and pipe thould be the vehicle for injec-
tion; the fjringe being an invention of abfo-
lute abfurdity, and fit only for fuch prati-

ti1oners
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BROKEN WIND. 22
‘¢urial particles, and blended with the gums,
form a moft excellent medicine for the pur-
pofe. In three days after the operation of the
third dofe, begin upon the following dezergent
balfamics, and continue to give one ball every
morning, {o long as may be thought neceflary,
to form a fair opinion whether the advantage
is gained or relief likely to be obtained.

TAkE of the beft white foap eight ounces ;

Gums guaiacum and ammoniacum each three
ounces ;

Myrrh and Benjamin, anifeed and liquorice; each
two ounces ;

Balfam of Peru, Tolu; and oil of anifeed, each half
an ounce;

Barbadoes tar fufficient to make 2 mafsy, which di=
vide into twenty balls,

It 15 neceflary to be ftrictly Dbf-:r‘.;ed, that
during this courfe, bay and warer are to be dif-
penfed with avery {paring hand, {6 as to pre-
vent too great an accumulation in the fomach
or teftines, that an obfervation may be made
with the greateft certainty, whether any hopes
of fuccefs from medicine may be juftly en-
‘tertained; if not, farther expence will be
unadvifable, as it will appear, after fuch

Q. trial,
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is 700 generally concluded of the leaft value, and
treated accordingly. Inftead of mitigating the
fymptoms, they are conftantly increafed by
the very means that fhould be avoided; the
fouleft and moft injurious food is liberally fup-
plied—grofs clover hay—mixed chaff—and as
much water as the animal choofes to carry,
are too often permitted, even without reftraint,
and the defect abfolutely encouraged to become
habitual, inftead of being alleviated, by ths
very means that reafon dictates and difcretion
dire@s. — Upon this fubject fee farther obfer-
vations, p. 400.

CONSUMEPTION

Is a difeafe or complication upon which
very little need be introduced, butto keep up
the appearance of form, and pay the neceflary
and expected compliment to cuftom. No
appellation, no defcription of difeafe, has been
more backnied, more proftituted and perverted,
than the very name of coNsuMPTION; it has
for ages been an excellent maf% of myftery for
the doubts of the racurTy, and no bad
explanatory fubftitute for the meaning of the

Q.2 vulgar,
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(upon THAT circumitance) only ONE of my
own; that whoever is a ftranger to the origin
of difeafe, muft be confequently fo to every
method and rational fyftem of cure.

This being evidently clear to the meaneft
and moft uncultivated comprehenfion, I muft
beg leave to obferve how much on the contrary
G18soN has juperiatively obliged us in the very
quinteflence of prolixity and complication ;
for, with the reverfe of BARTLET’S reafon and
want of patience, he has moft elaborately gone
through what may be termed a complete fyftem

of imaginary fevers; and regularly transferred
the obfervationand language of ancient authors

upon the difeafes of the human fpecies to the
conftitution of quadrupeds. He not only te-
dioufly defcribes the fimple and continued fever;
the bectic, putrid, and peflilential; but, to prove
his attachment to the fubje&, animadverts
upon quotidians, tertians, and quartans, en-
larging feparately upon each; and concludes
in an inexplicable jargon upon the whole.

As indeed does OsMERr, (whﬁ, as before
obferved, wrote in later times) in what he calls

Q 4 “ A Treatife
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 js left by which the leaft rational and authentic
information is to be acquired, except * plen-
s¢ tiful bleedings, the unlimited ufe of falt-
« petre, and the infertion of rowels,” even
to the number of fix or eight upon the fame
fubject.

Every intelligent obferver muft be well con-
vinced of the abfurdity of fuch accumulation
as GissoN defcribes, and the improbability
(not to fay, what might be very well juftified,
the zmpoffibility) of difcovering, by no other
means than filent {ymptoms and ocular infpec-
tion (amounting to no kind of demonflration)
the origin, caufe, or indeced diftemper itfelf,
to which there is no certain diftinéion, or
palpable proof of exiftence. And when it is
remembered there is no agency in the animal
by which the particulars of his pain or dif-
trefs can be communicated, every judicious .
and candid reader will admit the impracticabi-
lity of difcriminating between the variety of
{ymptoms, by which alone all this FAMILY
OF FEVERS are to be afcertained. It may
alfo be taken into confideration, that animals
of this clafs, from their fimple diet and regu-

lar
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heat excited by extreme pain) and not a diftinct
difeafe, ftands in need of no elucidation ; let
the original caufe be removed, and the effelt
will ceafe of courfe.

It has been repeatedly urged by authors of
repute, that every fever is one and the fame
diforder, appearing differently according to the
various circumi{tancea it meets with in differ-
ent conftitutions. Much may be advanced in
favour of this affertion ; but, it not being our
prefent purpofe to enter upon the difcuffion of
fo extenfive a fubje@, we will contract it as
much as the nature of the difeafe will admit,
and venture to affirm the fever to which horfes
are moft {ubje is that diftinct kind called in-
flammatory. To produce that preternatural
heat or increafed circulation, conftituting what
is termed fever, there muft be fome pre-exift-
ing caufe, to difcover the true feat of which
great nicety of difcrimination is unavoidably
neceffary ; here is no information to be col-
leéted, but by the hand and the eye; the firft
{hould be fan&ioned by JUDGMENT and
EXPERIENCE, the latter regulated by
REASON and OBSERVATION.

8 For
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If the horfe is coffivein body, the excrements
hard, dark in colour, and foul in fmell, the
fymptoms of difeafe powerful, with ftrong
heaving in the flanks, do not delay the affift-
ance of the following emollient glyfter, which,
being compofed of ingredients entirely po-
MESTIC, may be moft expeditioufly provided.

TAkE water gruel two quarts ;
Coarfe fugar half a pound :
Common falt four ounces (or fingle handful :)
Olive oil a quarter of a pint.—Mix together, and
inject moderately warm.

This, by its gentle relaxing property, will
probably promote defirable evacuations in both
ftool and urine : being equal to any other that
can be preﬁ:ribed for the purpofe, however pre-
pared with articles remote from prefent prac-
tice or difficult to be obtained. If ob{truions
{hould not be removed, or the neceflary evacu-
ations enfue, repeat the operation in four hours
after; ftrengthening your injection with two
ounces of lenitive eleétuary, and three ounces of
Glauber falts, both being diffolved in the gruel.
This will produce certain evacuations, as the

firft
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variety of inftances, blended it in compofition
“with its oppofites in effect, but ftamped it with
bis opinion fo great a {pecific, that a few
obfervations on 1its virtues and real wjfes
~ become immediately neceffary to the propriety
of its future adminiftration being better under-
{ftood.

OsmeRrR was likewife fo infatuated with its
reported perfections, that he became an advo-
cate for its unlimited utility, and, like his pre-
deceflors, pronounced it an infallible {pecific
for all thofe diforders he condefcended to take
a fuperficial furvey of ; urging the adminiftra-
tion of it to almoft any proportion upon every
occafion, though, in the very fame page, he
confeffes {fome horfes ¢ thall not be able to take
“ the fmalleft quantity without being affeted
- “ with gripes, or cholic, therefore it is always
“ beft to begin with a {mall quantity.”

That it is cooling, allays bir/t, promotes the
fecretions, and is an ufual affiftant likewife in a
courfe of alteratives, is admitted ; but how far
it is eligible to give it in fevers, in the very large
proportions recommended by BARTLET and
OsMER, will be beft decided by giving the

- R matter
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midwajr between a very {mall earth worm and
2 millepedes, or woodloufe, partaking of the
length of the former, and the feet of the
latter, extremely fharp, and exceedingly nu-
merous. Immediately after their ejection they
continue to writhe and twirl moft rapidly upon
the furface of the dung, bearing great affinity
to the action of an eel when taken from its
natural element and placed upon land.

There is alfo fometimes feen adhering clofely
to the fame parts, and difcharged in the fame
manner, an indolent kind of BoT, appearing
almoft inanimate, that keeps its hold only by a
point like the leech, and is, in form, exadtly like
the grub, or worm, that may be fo plentifully
extracted (by preflure only) from thofe promi-
nences perceptible upon the backs of horned
cattle during the hot months in the fummer
{feafon.

Thus much is introduced to prove the varzety’
of thofe infecs, in general fo prejudicial to the
frame when once they have gained admiffion,
- or fecured their feats: refpeting which fuch
adiverfity of opinions have been broached, and
nothing finally fatisfaCtory afcertained of their
origin, either in the human fpecies or brute

S creation.
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W hatever doubts or opinions may have been
held, or gone forth, refpecting their origin or
different kinds, one opinion has been long uni-
verfal upon their effeéts; that is, where they
have taken poffeflion for any length of time,
or in any great degree as to number, no care,
art, or attemtior, can give your horfe the
appearance of HILARITY, HEALTH, and CON=
DpITIoN. He is in perpetual anxiety fora con-
ftant fupply of either food or water, and in
return but poorly repays the gratification ; for,
in the midft of all, he feldom, or indeed never,
looks well ; after having been fometime a prey
to them he gets low in fleth, hard in his hide,
his coat ftares, he always feems dejected, {weats
upon trifling exercife, and that {weat percepti-
bly unhealthy, and remarkably foul in effluvia.

The {maller kind of BoTs, and the asca-
RIDES, or fmall round worms, are attended in
general with no other fymptoms or inconveni-
ences than the laft defcribed ; on the contrary
the BoTs, whofe ftation is fuppofed (hitherto,
to be confined to the ffomach, when ftrong in
number and come to maturity, are {o fevere
in their operations that the great irritability of
the part occafions the moft excruciating pain
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cight clear days between ecach. But, as the
prevalent love of novelty may with fome pro-
duce the expetation of an alternative, the
following PURGING BALL Will be as certainly
efficacious ; obferving to add of jalap two drackms
to the prefent prefcription, if the horfe {hould
be either of the two laft claflfes defcribed.

T axe of Barbadoes aloes ten drachms;
Hithiop’s mineral half an ounce ;
Soap, India rhubarb, and ginger (in powder) each
one drachm ;
Oil of anileed and favin each thirty drops;
Syrup of buckthorn or rofes to make the ball,

The courfe of operation to be managed
with the fame care and precaution as thofe
before defcribed; the leaft doubt of their
efficacy need not be indulged, as a courfe of
either will certainly obliterate them from every
part of the inteftinal canal, and the fubject will,
in a very few days, with proper care, attention,
food, and exercife, evidently demonftrate his
advantage in being perfectly relieved from fuch
difagreeable company. But as there will moft
undoubtedly be horfes troubled with woRrMs

S 4 in












JAUNDICE, 267

the fluid, thus impeded in its ufual progrefs,
regurgitates, becomes immediately incorpo-
rated with the blood, and, through the fyftemof
circulation, diffufes itfelf to every part of the
frame, denoting its prefence by an early appear-
ance of yellownefs in the eyes, mouth, tongue,
and fz/iva. To thefe pathognomonic or inva-
riable {ymptoms may be added thofe not alto-
gether fo certain in its earlieft flate ; the horfe
generally feems heavy, dull,and dejected, with
lofs of appetite and confequent rejection of
food, more than will barely fubfift nature; a
flight {ymptomatic fever foon comes on, and
keeps pace with'the difeafe ; a fluggifhnefs or
averfion to motion is plainly perceptible; a foul,
faint {weat appears upon the leaft exercife ; and
the urine is of a dark faffron tinge, refembling
an infufion of that article; the dung varies
much in different fubjecls, butis 1N ALL many
degrees paler, and more indigefted, than the
excrements of horfes in high condition.

The indications of cure naturally arife out
of the very defcription of the difeafe ; to effect
which there will be but little difficulty, pro-
vided it is taken upon its firft appearance, when
it may moft probably be totally removed by

the
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- During this courfe, every requifite attention
muft be paid to appetite, food, and gentle exer-
cife ; mathes of malt and bran may be given
every, or ev'ei:y bthﬁ-’night, to keep the body
properly lax, and regular in evacuation; to
affift which two ounces of cream of tartar may
be added once a day, in the morning or even-
ing watét;--beiﬂg previoufly diffolved in a pint
over the fire, and added to the remainder. .

. The difeafe, if arifing from the caufe before-
mentioned, and attacked in its infancy, will
generally fubmit to the above courfe and treat-
ment only ; but in more advanced cafes double
the quantity may be found neceflary, with the
addition of mild phyfic or moderate bleeding.
This is certain, where the complaint has not
been attended to in its ear/y ftate, and {ymptoms
dre fo high as to {ubftantiate a degree of viru-
lence, the phyfic, and a repetition of the above
proportion, had better be adopted.  Although
there is no very predominant reafon to be urged
in favour of bleeding, yet a fmall quantity may
be loft, not only to afcertain its prefent f#aze, but
~ to promote a flight change in the circulation.
Two or three mafbes muft be given on the twa
fucceflive days after bleeding: on the third

' morning
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upon the following courfe of warm deol/Fruent
reftoratives, giving one every morning with-
out remiffion till the whole are taken.

T ake Caftile foap eight ounces;
Turmeric and flings of iron each four ounces;
Anifeed and elecampane each two ounces
Vitriolated tartar one ounce and a half ;

Oil of anifeed three drachms.—Honey fufficient to
make the mafs ; and divide into a dozen balls.

During the time of taking thefe, let the
former inftructions relative to food, exercife,
drefling, &c. be firictly adhered to, with fuch
other little attentions as circumftances require ;
remembering to relinquith the medicines by
gradations, as every other morning, or once in
¢hree, but not to difcontinue them entirely, till
al/ fymptoms. totally difappear.

The diftin¢t kind of this difeafe, arifing from
a remote and very difcouraging caufe, is that
{pecies originating inan snduration of (or fehir-
rofities upon) the /fver. I fay difcouraging,
becaufe L1TTLE or no hope of permanent
relicf can be entertained, as may very naturally
be concluded from evena fuperficial confidera-
tion of the cafe, not only by its remote fituation,

7 fo
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This courfe (of #bree dofes) and their opera-
' tions being minutely attended to; let no care
« or attention be omiited to bring him as near
his former pitch of frength, appetite, and
| appearance, as peﬁiblﬁ, fo foon as he has
refumed which, a beginning may be made
upon the /aff refource, and from thefe only

can the moft diftant hope of MiITIGATION Of
cUuRrE be formed.

Taxe of Caftile foap ten ounces

Gum ammoniacum and turmeric éach folir ounces ;
falt of tartar three ources ;

Extrac of black hellebore and oll of favineach fi2
drachms ;

Syrup ot honey fufficient to make twelve balls.

Of thefe let one be given regulatly every
bther morning; on the intermediate days give
one of the following mercurial alterative pows=
ders, calculated to give joint affiftance without
delay, and promote every advantage that can
be expected by all pofiible means, adapted o
this diftant caufe of complaint §

T THI{‘E
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of the liver, when occafioned by the bite of
any venemous infe¢t or animal, as the viper,
{low-worm, land-eft, &c. whether fuch inflam-
mation or bilious appearance is produced by
the bite or not, if there are other local fymp-
toms, as {welling, pain, and inflammation,
bleeding becomes immediately proper; then
let the part be well wathed with foap and
warm water, {0 as to raife a {ubftantial lather;
wipe dry with a cloth, and bathe the furround-
ing parts for fome minutes with equal portions
of fine olive oil and white wine vinegar;
afterwards apply a poultice of emollient ingre-
dients, as may be feleted by referring to the
index, and let it be repeated twice a day till
the {welling or {ymptoms fubfide. Should the
horfe be attacked with a violent {ymptomatic
fever to a great degree, adopt the methods
recommended in that clafs; at any rate give
one ounce of msre twice a day in his water,
and affift in cooling the body by mafbes to
relax, prepared with 774/t and bran equal parts,
or oats, bran, and a few ounces of honey.

T 2 CLASS
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“notas yes been fufliciently comminuted by
“ frequent czreulations.”  His meaning may be
poffibly right, but moft unbappily exprefled to
make clear his intention : to demonftrate this,
let us diffect the phrafeology, not affuming the
unpleafing tafk of criticifm, but asa prelude to
the eftablithment of our own fyftem hereafter
explained. He fays “the blood having not
‘“ as yet been fufficiently comminuted,” that
15, in plain terms, or found Englith, not properly
pulverifed or reduced to powder: however, I
am willing to give him credit for a meaning he
did not think fit to explain, and acknowledge
he intended to have faid (had it not fmeit too
ftrong of wvulgarity) « {ufficiently mixed.” To
this remark, notwithftanding its {ublimity, I
enter my PROTEST; and cannot avoid ex-
prefling {urprife, that any profeffional, confide-
rate author, could fuppofe the blood thould in-
ceflantly flow for three, four, or five years,
without the crafamentum and ferum bein g fuf-
ficiently incorporated or * comminuted.”

I will, upon the occafion, fo far {upprefs my
refentmentat this feeble attack upon the fyftem

-of circulation, as to forego the great inclination
1 feel to enlarge much more upon fo prepofte-
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ing) is now difcovered to have formed itfelf
underneath the jaw, and in general midway,
between the bones, which is at firft very hard,
- exceeding painful, and vifibly inc_reaﬁhg; he
now fwallows with difficulty, heaves in the
flanks, and his whole APPEARANCE evidently
urges the neceflity of an immediate attempt

to relieve Nature from the oppreflion of her
own weight. ;

The firft obje& for confideration is the ftate
of the fubje@: if the evacuations are regular
(as they generally are) and the feverith {ymp-
toms moderate, (not approaching to violence)
let the fwelling be examined, and its fuppu-
ration promoted.  Firft clip away all the long
or fuperfluous 4airs that cover or furround the
part, then foment with {mall double flannels,
dipt in a ftrong decoction of camomile, marfh-
mallows, or rofemary, for ten minutes, as hot
as can be conveniently fubmitted to, and pre-
pare the following poultices :

Taxkg of coarfe bread, barley meal, and camomile
or elder flowers, each a handful ; boil over the fire
in a fuficient quantity of milk, or the decoction
for the fomentation ; into which fhir about a third
(of the whole quantity) of whitelily root, wathed

clean
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» Though bleeding is in general a very indif-
ferent practice, where a flux of matter is {oli-
cited to any particular part for fuppuration,
yet circumftances of danger (fometimes) not
only juftify but powerfully dire¢t a deviation
from the path of cuftom. For inftance,
thould the fever run high, and all other {fymp-
toms equally violent, either in the beginning,
or during a more advanced ftate, bleeding muft
be certainly {ubmitted to, but not in too
large quantity. Mafhes muft be the conftant
food, in {fmall proportions, to prevent wafte;
in each of which put of lguorice and anifeed
powders half anounce, and about two ounces
of honey, unlefs a quart of malt is introduced,
when the honey may be omitted. The drink
thould be givenlittleand often, impregnating
the warm water with a portion of f{calded bran
or water-gruel; the head to be kept well co-
vered with a hood, or other temporary f{ub-
ftitute, as the warmth will greatly tend to affift
in promoting the neceflary difcharge. When
circumftances and weather will permit, the
horfe thould have the advantage of air and
fhort gentle exercife, regular drefling, and the
accuftomed courfe of ftable difcipline, only in

a lefs degree than ufual.
It
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the caufe is {eated upon thofe internal parts

hercafter defcribed in the next article of
Glanders.

- ‘The diforder nearly related to this, and
paffing under: the denomination of Vives,
is no other than the fame {pecies of difeafe,
only attacking the fubject in an infinite lefs
degree; the juices being lefs corrupted, in-
flammation is not {o readily excited, nor does
it arrive at the pitch neceflary to produce fup-
puration. The fwellings thus fixed, continue
fome time in a dormant ftate, the fymptoms
often light, and indicating no certainty of con-
clufion by maturation or abforption. If thefe
fwellings evidently izcreafe (however flowly)
and {eem to threafen a difcharge, itis a critical
effort of Nature, and muft be promoted by
the methods already pointed out. On the
contrary, fhould they recede and begin to dif-
appear, embrace the firft opportunity to carry
off any ill effe¢ts that may arife, by a dofe or
two of phyfic; avoiding, by all means, the ill-
advifed method of driving them into the cir-
culation by an external application of mer-
~curials. But fhould fuch a ridiculous cuftom
be adopted, in compliance with old books or

ancient












GLANDERS, =~ 388

* tion filling up in twenty-fix days, the
« horfes fuffering no fnconvenience from the
¢ operation, though after this experiment
“ they were PUT TO DEATH.” Many
quotations might be introduced upon which I
could much enlarge, but, in {o doing, fuch
obfervations would unavoidably extend to tco
great a length; and, as fome juft fatire upon
fuch unaccountable abfurdities muit appear,
I fhall endeavour to render it perfe@ly appli-
cable to the fubjet before us.

In the firft inftance, it may not be amifs to
make proper acknowledgments to the French:
king’s farrier,and his trumpeter, Mr.BARTLET;
for dividing and fubdividing oze into feven:
diftinét (or smaginary) difeafes: in thort,
upon accurate inveftigation, we find the fertile
M. LA Fosse (and his echo) have defined fix
different difcharges from the noftrils to confti-
tute {o many (zominal) glanders, and then de-
fcribe a feventh, and tell us that is the < req/
¢ glanders,” It is impoffible to pafs over the
Jineffe of the Frenchman, or the kindnefs and

credulity of his copift, without faying fome-
thing in animadverfion upen this attempt to
impofe upon the world in general, without

9] even
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as a burlefque upon fo great and learned a

'body, but to prove that fuch, as well as

individuals, are liable to error and mifcon-
ftruction.

My predeceflor (as I have before remarked)
then fays, * with fome farther experiments
¢ and smprovements he hopes this diftemper
“ will be brought to a certainty of cure.”
Now what he can with or defire by ¢ farther
« experiments and improvements,” is beyond
my abilities to difcover: he defcends moft
minutely to the operation of trepanning; or,
in plainer terms, taking two pieces of bone out
of different parts of the fcull by perforation,
then plentifully foaking with detergent /lotions,
adding a variety of inftructions for mjeétions,
dreffings, &c. to complete a cure of what, 7/
then, had been confidered incurable. To keep
up the farce of inconfiftency, we are at laft
confidently affured that fuch operations being
performed, * after opening the cavities, {hould
¢ it by probing be difcovered that the bones
< are carious, (or, in other words, roften) the
< beft way 4en will be to difpatch the horfe,
¢ to fave unneceflary trouble and expence.”
I canpot refift the temptation I feel to tranf-
u -2 pofe
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infifted upon it, was entitled to the PREFER-
ENCE, as the original inventor, and confe-
quently to a// the credit and emolument; the
mafter, (but not without fome reluctance) fub-
mitted to the equity of John’s decifion, who
feparated his mafter’s head from the body moft
chirurgically 5 when, having plentifully bajied
both Aead and trunk, with the elizir of 3ll
elixirs, he inftantly replaced it; when, to the
happy admiration of both mafter and man, the
former (after a temporary torpitude) recover-
ing, walked towards the looking-glafs, where,
finding his face turned towards the fhoulders,
accufed his confidant of having put his head
on the wroNG way; who moft prudently
and judicioufly replied, he had fo placed 1t to
enfure his mafter’s credit ; for he was very
certain if he had not, the world would never
have believed it had been off.

I am induced once more to folicit pardon
of the Academy of Sciences, M. La Fossk,
and the admirers of BARTLET’s theory, for
the introduétion of this ¢ experiment and im-
« provement,” fubmitting the inference en-
tirely to thofe gentlemen who have (unluckily
at this moment) glandered horfes in their poi-
{eflions.

ks It
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government, whofe STAMP of approbation
they are in pofleflion of ; and a report is in cir-
culation, thatoze is at prefent preparing at the
office for their fole difpenfation, with the very
emphatical infeription of ¢ Kill or cure by act
“ of Parliament.”

A long experience, and a want of fathionable
flexibility, have eftablithed in me fo great a
degree of incredulity, that I am totally infen-
fible to the novelty of a man in a quart bottle,
a ghoft in Cock-lane, the taking oft one balf of
a horfe’s head to relieve the other, or curing
every (incuratle) difeafe to which human
nature is liable, by a mercurial drop, an anti-
monial pill, a vegetable [yrup, or an athereal
Jpirit: 1 thall defcend therefore from the {ub-
limity of fo much eminence, and, gently ghding
into the vale of reafon, refume the original
path from which it will be undoubtedly
thought by somEe I have digrefled MucH too
long.

It confequently becomes neceflary to obferve
that upon whatever part this difeafc has taken
its feat, it has been confidered by almoft all
parties, and through almoft all experiments,

U 4 abfolutely
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complicated, a variety of fymptoms, endeavour-
ing to form diftinctions that may keep up the
farce, and fupport the opinion he advances,
which neither the cafe or circumftances will
admit ; for the obtruding penetration of any
profefiionift inftantly plucks off the mafk of
fpeculation, and the intentional deception re-
coils upon the author with additional difgrace.

To demonftrate the cale more comprehen-
fively or clearly, the fa&t appears, that any
corrofive matter difcharged from the noftrils,
and fuffered to continue for a length of time,
fo as to conftitute ulcerations and corrode the
bones, will inevitably degenerate into, and
conflitute, the difeale generally underitood by
the appellation of glanders; every ftagnang,
acrimonious, or putrid matter, is poflefled of
this property, and more particularly when
lodged (or by finufes confined) upon any par-
ticular part. Divefted of profeflional Trick,
CHICANERY, and DECEPTION, this is the in-
controvertible explanation, whether proceedin g
from an ulceration of the lungs, or the inve-
terate glandular difcharges from the head
(where the cafe is of long-ftanding, and the
bone carious) they are equally incurable. Per-

- ' fevering






GLANDERS. 299

calculated to communicate its morbid effeéts
with virulence wherever it takes its feat ; which,
upon being repelled and compulfively abforbed
into the circulation, it will of courfe be em-
powered to do, if not {peedily carried off, by

mercurial or antimonal preparations.

Should cough or difficulty of breathing at-
tend, draw bloed from a remote vein in mode-
rate quantity, to mitigate either of thofe {ymp-
toms; but neither being prefent, let the ope-
ration be omitted, unlefs particularly urged or
indicated by a great degree of inflammatory
heat. So foon as the {wellings about the neck,
head, or throat, have acquired a palpable pro-
minence, foment twice a day with the follow-
ing decoction:

TAKE camomile, wormwood, marfhmallows, and
elder flowers, of each a large handful; boil in
three quarts of water for a quarter of an hour ; then
ftrain off, and foment the {fwelling well with flannels
dipped in the hot liquid, and apply the herbs warm
by way of poultice to the parts, confining them on,
and repeating the ceremony for two or three days.

By this time fome degree of obfervation
may be made whether the tumours tend to

i uppu-






GLANDERS. 301

By this method the vifcid and glutinous
matter may be foftened in the pafiages, and the
inflammatory ftriGture taken off the tumefied
glands. This operation fhould be repeated
twice every day : all the practice and prepara-
tions recommended under the heads of coughs
and ftrangles, with glandular difcharges from
the noftrils, may be referred to, and fuch me-
thods perfevered in as are there pointed out,
moit applicable to prevalent {ymptoms and
concurring circumftances.

Should the difcharge continue to increafe
in quantity and virulence, becoming very
offenfive both in colour and {mell, not only
continue the before-mentioned fumigation, but
throw up either noftril, (or both, if the matter
fthould be fo difcharged) with a ftrong forcible
fyringe, half a gill of the following injetion
three or four times a day, firlt made milk
warm, and then thrown up with the full power
of the inftrument :

Taxt of linfeed one ounce ;

Camomile and elder flowers each half an ounce:
boil in three pints of water for fome minutes,
then ftrain off and add mel Egyptiacum (or
Egyptian honey), four ounces, mixing well
together at each time of ufing.

o | If
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' the idea, they obliquely coincide in opinion,
| by acknowledging it is much the fafeft way to
¢ feparate the {found from the unfound, and
« not run any hazard with a good horfe when
< it may be fo eafily avoided.” Whether we
confider this as a neceffary caution, or a proof
of convidion, the maxim is equally refpect-
able, and fthould be conftantly retained in the
memory. Where there is the leaft reafon to
fufpect even a probability of danger from the
very chance of contagion ; and more particu-
larly fince the prevalence of opinion has re-
duced the belief of infection to almoft a cer-
tainty, no perfon can hardly be found fuffi-
ciently fool-hardy to place a found horfe in a
ftable where one flands, or is faid to have
lately ftood, with this diftemper upon him.

It again bocomes unavoidably neceflary to
make a few additional remarks upon the
boafted operation and difcovery of M. La
Fossk, from which fuch great and extenfive
advantages would have probably been obtained,
* had the ungenerous a& been prevented of
taking away the lives of his z4ree patients, aftef

" they had withftood the glanders, a double per-

foration
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Before I clofe my obfervations upon this
difeafe, let it be well underftood, that during
the whole courfe of management, the head of
the horfe is to be kept as warm as poffible, and
in proportion mueh more fo than the bndy;
- either in a double kerfey hood, or a fingle
external, and a flannel (or feat cotton) one
underneath; for, it may readily be conceived
(without much information) nothing can con-
tribute money to a folution of the humoursand
promotion of their difcharge, than a critical
relaxation of the pores, particularly upon the
very feat of difeafe: from this confideration
arifes conviction, that affifting circumftances
' co-operate with and are as neceflary as the ex-
ternal or internal adminiftration of medicine ;
experience having afforded ample proof that
a combinaiion mdy effet what is not in the
power of individuals to perform.

The ftrong mercurial ointment directed for
the repulfion of Glandular tumours under this
head, as alfo in the Farcy (p.143) may be
procured at any medical difpenfary by that
name, or thus prepared :

& TAKSE
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« and this either proceeds from a cavfe with-
< out the veflels, viz. when the blood or any
<¢ other fluid happens to break out of fome
«¢ veflel within the brain, or when there hap-
“ pens to be preternatural bones or tumours
“ bred and contained within the fkull, or
“any other extraneous matter that may, in
“ any fort, prefs upon the foft fubftance of the
‘¢ brain, caufing thofe deadly diforders. But
¢ this is a {pecies that is incurable, and, for
¢¢ the moft part, feizes {uddenly, without any
¢ foregoing tokens or warnings. Thus in an
¢ apoPLEXY fenfe and motion are in a manner
¢ quite loft, becaufe of the preflure that is
<« made upon the origin of all the nerves that
s arife from the head: but, in a vErRTIGO,
“ objects that are at reft appear as if they
¢ were turning round, and by that means
¢ occafion any creature to reel and ftagger ;'
¢ and this proceeds from the vibrations and
“ tremoys of the optic nerve, whereby the
“ images falling not direly but fucceflively
 upon the different parts of the refina, an
‘¢ object that is at reft will therefore appear
¢ as if turning round; and this may be occa-
¢ fioned either when an animal is fearful of
¢ falling, or from a repletion or overfulnefs
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they fall almott lifelefs to the ground, having
the perceptible power of breathing only, but
that in a degree of viclence and agitation:
this is termed the APOPLEXY, Of STAGGERS,
admitted {ynonymous and fimilar in caufe,
fymptoms, and effects.

The great variety of fymptoms that have
been hitherto worked up to a pitch of extra-
vagance, excited a degree of credulity to the
difcrimination of thefe difeafes, would ren-
der it a palpable burlefque upon the fubject
to go over a fimilar ground ; they having in-
cluded and enumerated every poflible {ymp-
tom (common to all diftempers) in the de-
fcription of this clafs, determined to include
the whole, that no ene circumftance might be
wanting to juftify their aflertions, or confirm
their judgment. Whether it is Epilepfy,
Palfy, Convuifions, or Stag-evil, {ymptoms are
amply furnithed : we are repeatedly told ¢ The
¢ horfe reels and ftaggers; his eyes are fixed
¢ in his head; he has no fenfe of what he is
¢ doing ; he ftales and dungs infenfibly; he
¢ runs round and falls fuddenly; fometimes
¢ he is immoveable, with his legs ftretched out

“ as
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approach is indicated by the fymptoms before
recited. 'The moft rational methods of cure
will be to corre¢t or difcharge the primary
caufe, to allay the fpafms, and to reduce the
extreme degree of irritability, by ftrengthening
the nervous {yftem ; the caufes of irritation are
- not only remote but various, and relief muit
confequently be occafionally nbtmncd by dif-
ferent means.

The firft ftep to cure will be, at all events,
to draw blood, and that in quantity according
to exigencies and the ftate of your fubje&.
In cafes of real alarm and danger bleed in two
veins remote from each other, to caufe the
greater revulfion. Although it becomes abfo-
lutely neceflary to ftimulate and roufe the ani-
mal powers after the paroxyfm, little can be
done during the fit; however, a glyfter may
be prepared, according to the following direc.-
tions, and given as foon as pofiible.

If the caufe is afcertained (or fuppofed) to
proceed from an increafed velocity of the blood,
and confequent inflammation upon the brain,
give the glyfter prefcribed in p. 45: if from
extreme irritation in the ftomach and bowels,

6 give
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recourfe muft be had to nutritive glyfters, that
the frame may be fupported, notwithftanding
its inability to receive aliment by other means.
Thefe may be prepared of different kinds, as
broths, gruel, milk pottage, calf’s feet jelly,
thin; or a deco&ion of ground rice mixed
with ftarch. So foon as the fit is fuﬂimentl)r
off, to admit the advantage of medicine, give

the following BALL, if it can be conveniently
adminiftered :

TAKE myrrh, ammoniacum and afafeetida, of each
three drachms ;

Ruffia caftor, and camphire, each a drachm ;
Syrup fufficient to make the ball,

This fhould be repeated every ten or twelve
thours, for two or three days, or till the
abfence of the fit leaves no apprehenfion of
return. Where circumftances or {ymptoms
may render a drink more convenient, the

following may be prepared and given at the
above ftated intervals

) TAKE
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Whichever is adopted (though the former
is certainly the firft in power and higheft in
eftimation) muft be rubbed into whatever part
may be affeted, with great patience and affi-
duity, as nothing but length of time and per-
feverance in the operation can effect a fuili-
cient penetration to the remote feat of com-
plaint. Horfes that are of a full plethoric
habit, when attacked with this difeafe, fhould,
fo foon after recovery as they are able to bear
it, be brought under a courfe of regular eva-
cuations, fuch as are moft applicable to their
fize, ftate, conftitution, and condition. If
they are inclined to fluctuating acrimonious
humours, or vifcid heavy foulnefs, let purges
be foon brought into ufe; and introduce a
" towel, if the cafe indicates the propriety,
taking off fomewhat of their former high feed-
ing. If the ftomach and bowels have been the
{feat of difeafe from irritability, either by inter-
nal weaknefs or improper treatment, affift the
general {yftem with a dozen of the refiorative
cordial balls (p. 209.) after a proper conti-
nuance of the nervous medicines, letting one
be given every morning. If from worms, fo
~ foon as he is fufficiently recovered from the

g - alarming
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curate infpection of the enlightened praQitioner,
they may perhaps appear to be more the col-
leted effuffions of fancy than the effect of juds-
ment. As it is not, however, the prefent in-
tention to divert the mind to former modes of
practice, let us endeavour to make the diftin&
caufes of complaint properly underftood, pre-
vious to the introduction of fuch courfe of
medicines as experience has clearly demonftrated

moft fafe and applicable to the relief of difeafes,
| upon which we proceed to treat.

The diforders to which horfes are moft
fubjet in the ftomach and bowels (exclufive
of thofe occafioned by wormsand bots, already
feparately treated on) are thofe Zinds of Cholic
‘which it will be neceffary to diftinguith as the
Jflatulent and inflammatory.  The Flatulent
Cholic is that {pecies of inteftinal pain, occa-
fioned by an accumulation and retention of
wind, which, by its expanding force, in a
conftant fluctuation and effort for difcharge,
extends the ftomach and inteftines to a certain
degree (or perhaps their utmoft elafticity);
when coming into direét oppofition with the
contracting power of the abdominal mufcles,
- certain pain is excited in a greater or lefs

degree,
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- to procure more powerful and efficacious
remedies.

After a repetition of cither of the two former
compofitions, thould the horfe not be relieved
either by evacuations of ftool, urine, or expul-
fion of wind, let the body undergo a gentle
motion, by leading about for a quarter of an

hour (or longer), if it can be juttified by cir-
cumitances.

Should this combination of endeavours to
relieve fail in effed, the thoughts muft be im-
mediately diverted from a continuation of warm
cordial ftimulants to a relaxation of the intef-
tines; to promote which' the following ghfer

fhould be prepared and adminiftered with the
greateft expedition.

TAKE camomile, marfhmallows, wormwood, elder
flowers, or rofemary, of any two moft conve-
nient, each a large handful; Jamaica pepper,
and fenna, of each one ounce; ginger (bruifed
with the pepper) half an ounce: boil in two
quarts of water for a quarter of an hour, ftrdin off,
prefling the ingredient ; then add of olive oil and
Geneva, or brandy, each a quarter of a pint, and
let the whole be thrown moderatcly warm into
the paffage by gradual and gentle prefiure,

This
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MOLTEN GREASE

Is a diforder produced in general by too
great, fudden, or powerful exertions, when a -
horfe is’ not in proper condition: as ftrong and
fevere hunting, long and fpeedy journies, or
hard driving in carriages, when firft taken
from grafs loaded with impurities: juft out of
a dealer’s pofieffion, full of light flatulent food ;
or when too full of fleth for violent exercife.
In fuch cafes, from the internal heat, increafed
circulation, and temporary inflammation, the
fat feated upon the membranes in various
parts of the body undergoes rarefaction and
rapid folution, making diftin& efforts for dif-
charge by the different emunétories. The
proportion neareft the veflels becomes abforbed
by the blood (retarding circulation,) thereby
producing fome degree of fever; another part
makes its appearance with the excrements; a
third portion fixes upon the lungs, and ob-
ftructs refpiration; to thefe a laxation of the
inteftinal contents fucceeds; and, laftly, a loofe~
nefs, or fcouring, of which we laft treated;

Aa | fo
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repeating it in three or four days, if prefent ap-
pearances juftify the propriety of the practice.

If the fubjettis greatly deprefled with pal-
pable fever, difquietude, lofs of appetite, and
internal painful fenfations, glyfters muft be {fub-
ftituted ; but as thefe need not be compofed of
variety, make ufeof the glyfler, p. 239, which
may be moft eafily prepared. To attenuate
the blood, relieve the lungs and take off the
heterogeneous load from the circulation, as well
as to mitigate all {ymptoms of fever (if fuch
there are) adopt the mode of treatment par-
ticularly defcribed, p. 245, taking in the aflift-
ance of the petoral decoétion, p. 216, if the
lungs are very much opprefled, and fymptoms
of approaching inflammation are at all appre-
hended. The appetite muft be attended to
and folicited in every ftage of the difeafe, by
comfortable mathes, and the trifling minutiz
{o often repeated in the preceding part of the
work. -

So foon as alarming or predominant {ymp-
toms fubfide, proceed to a courfe of the mild
purging balls, p. 219, going regularly through
three dofes, at fuch periods as are beft adapted

Aag- to
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altion and attitude the expetation of an unu-
fual difcharge ; when, after frequent ftraining,
the effort terminates in a groan of {feeming dif-
appointment. The horfe in general is not
in a great degree of acute pain, appears full
in the flank, fomewhat dejected, and, to a
minute obferver, feems not only confcious of
his inability, but to fupplicate affiftance and
relief. The ancient practice of inflaming the
parts by an immediate ufe of violent {timulants,
as cantharides, turpentine, and large quanti-
ties of camphire, is with the ftricteft juftice
exploded; having been experimentally found,
upon moft occafions, to increafe, by their
powerful ftimulus and irritation, what they
were intended to remove; by fuch ill-adviled
and miftaken application of medicine, fre-

quent inflammation has been produced and
much mifchief enfued.

The moft rational and certain means of
-obtaining {peedy relief will be to leflen the
{triGture upon the parts, by a moderate lofs
of blood; then reduce inflammation by emol-
lient internals, promoting the fecretion and
evacuation of urine by very gentle ftimulants
and mild diuretics. This fyftematic method

of
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of the cafe may render neceffary and unavoid-
able:

Taxkk of Caftile foap half an ounce ; nitre, rofin, and

compound powder of gum tragacanth, each two
drachms : opium (in powder) ten grains; oil
of juniper thirty drops.—Mix,

The following drint may be fubftituted,
if a liquid is required, as it will prove equally
efficacious :

Taxe thin gruel three quarters of a pint; gum arabic,

and nitre (in powder) each one ounce; liquid
laudanum three drachms.—Mix.

This (as the ball above) may be occafionally re-
peated.

Horfes are likewife liable to, and often fuf-
tain, injuries upon the parts we now treat of,
by being overloaded with folid heavy fub-
ftances upon the loins, flrains in drawing
great weights, and many other incidental cir-
cumitances, to which they are conftantly fub-
ject in their different employments. The de-
feCts arifing from fuch caufes originate in a
relaxation or rupture of fome one or more of

Bb that
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borants; as an external application, if the
mufzular parts are fufpefted to have fuffered
fome degree of relaxation, by any of the means
before defcribed, an embrocation follows:

Taxe Locatelli’s balfam ten drachms; myrrh (in

powder) three drachms ; balfam of Tolu a drachm

~and a half; oil of juniper a drachm; liquorice
powder to make a ball.

This to be given every other morning for a
fortnight or three weeks, aflifted with an
ounce of gum arabic, diffolved and given in
the water a little warm, and well impregnated
with gruel, twice every day. If the cafe is fo
fevere as to require (by its vifible debility)
external aid, let a portion of the following
embrocation be gently and patiently bathed
upon the part affetted, twice or thrice every
day.

TAKE opodeldoc and camphorated fpirits, of each
three ounces ; oil of origanum two drachms ; ex-
tract of Saturn one ounce; mix the extract with
the fpirits, then add the opodeldoc; and, laftly,
the origanum, fhaking well together every time

ﬁ"'f Uﬁ“gt
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fome few remarks upon the cruelty and incon-
fitency of ancient pratice; fubmitting fuch
conclufions and inferences as will naturally
arife to thofe readers who recur to this work
for information, amufement, or to fink a
tedious hour in the ferious tafk of criticifm.
It has been before mentioned how exquifitely
fenfible this organ is of irritation ; and it muft
be admitted, no argument whatever can un-
dergo a more candid difcuffion than in an
application to our own feelings, inconve-
- niencies, and difquietudes. To the fenfations
therefore of every individual I fubmit the
refleGion, and venture to believe there are
none who may honour me with a perufal of
thefe pages but will, by a momentary retro-
{pettion, communicate to memory the recol-
leCtion of fome acute pain, or excruciating
anguith, he muft, in all probability, have
experienced from either the obtrufion of an
almoft impalpable particle of duft, or the at-
tack of an invifible infect.

Revolving fuch circumftances for a few mo-
ments in remembrance, I claim his attention
to the following corroboration of that infa-
mous practice I have, in the courfe of this

Bbg work,
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muft poflefs incredible virtue to prove equally
applicable to an organ of fuch exquifite fenfi-
bility, and the foul furface of an inveterate
ulcer. BARTLET’s wonderful noftrum of whize
vitriol and fugarcandy 1s alfo moft fingularly
entitled to aamiration; for the corrofive qua-
lity of its ingredients, and the mode of appli-
cation taken into the confideration, will ren-
der it unneceffary for me to obtrude a fingle
thought of my own upon the occafion. But
the infallible jpecific of BRACKEN cannot be
fuffered to pafs without proper refpect, as it
muft afford matter of {peculation to the curi-
ous, to inquire by what means an eftablithed
compofition, for even the deftruction of rats,
thall be fo magically divefted of its pernicious
effelts, as to be admitted a falutary application
to that part of the frame endowed with the
greateft portion of fenfibility.

Thefe remarks {ubmitted to public confide~
ration, we proceed to expatiate upon the dif-
ferent difeafes of the eyes, whether as natural
blemifhes, hereditary defelts, or proceeding
from external injuries. Such lift might be
very much extended by enlarging diftinétly
upon the remote and feparate diforders ; as the

i gutta
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compreflion upon the optic nerve, very little
can be done with an expe&ation of fuccefs;
and much lefs if it arifes from a paliy of that
or any neighbouring part.

A cataraéf, like many other difeafes, is
attributed by different praQitioners to dif-
ferent caufes, though the greater part coin-
cide in opinion that the defect is in the cryf-
talline humour of the eye, which, becoming
opaque, prevents the admiffion of thofe rays
upon the retina that conftitute vifion. To
-enter at large into the profeflional definition
of thefe diftin& difeafes, and moft minutely
into the probable or poffible means of relief,
would be to extend this fubject beyond the
limits or compafs of the work itfelf. 1 fhall
therefore reconcile to myfelf the communi-
cation of a fa& almoft univerfally acknow-
ledged—that little, even in the human fpecies,
js now expected from the famous operation
of couching; an experiment that is, taking
it «all in all,” produétive of advantages fo
very trifling, the recommendation of it here
can avail butlittle, particularly as the expences
added to the hazard and uncertainty of cure

could
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difficult object of cure is, to difcover a folvens
that will a& upon the ftone in the bladder of
the patient without injury to the parts in its
paflage, or where it is contained.

This is a blefling too great, I fear, ever to
be obtained by even the nobleft exertions of
human ftudy and application. Seeing there-
fore the caufe juft treated on in nearly a
fimilar point of view, with the almoft palpable
impoflibility of removing fuch obftacles,
without increafing the malady, I am confe-
quently prevented from introducing a chain
of prefcriptions that can pofitively only amufe
or deceive, as the methods hereafter pointed
out for the relief of different caufes or external
injuries may be in the above cafes adopted as
palliatives, according to circumitances; but
forry 1 am to acknowledge, that in fuch
inftances NaTure will, in all probability,

prove the leaflt dangerous and expenfive
FARRIER.

The cafes that moft frequently occur, re-
quiring medical aid or topical application, are
generally the effeCts of o/d, blows, bites, or
other external injuries. In thofe proceeding

mme-
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Taxe beft white wine vinegar half a pint;
Spring water a quarter of a pint;
Beft brandy a wine glafs or half 3 gill,— Mix.

A wound upon any of the extetnal parts,
occafioned by an inftrument or fevere bite,
muft be treated as directed under that head.
‘The above compofitions are properly adapted
to every purpofe for which they are prefcribed ;
nor can more powerful or efficacious repellents
or aftringents be applied to thofe parts, unlefs
by the rude hands and ruder heads of unculti-
vated adventurers and defperate practitioners.

The former elaborate and deftru@ive com-
pofitions of corrofive powders, blended with
greafy fubftances, in the form of unguents, as
well as the poifonous lotions, are long fince
exploded, as totally inadequate to the purpofes
for which they were fo /learnedly difplayed ;
even that infallible of all infallibles, the great
fecret of Sir Hawns Spoane, is at length
buried in oblivion, and has given place to more
modern improvements.  In all cafes where the
globe and pupil of the eye retain their tranf-
parency, fubject only to furrounding inflam-
mation, that, not feeming inclined to fubmit,

Cc occa-
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its ftate of infancy:—So foon as the accident
is difcovered, (which it ought foon to be, in
the general examination of 2 hor/’s feet, that
thould always take place upon his return from
chaje or journey), wath well with a {ponge and
warm water, to enfure a thorough cleanfing ;
then apply a pledget of tow, moiftened with
fridr’s balfam, tincure of myrrh, or campho-
rated {pirits, repeating it once in twenty-four
hours, covering the exa¢t {pot with a portion
of fheet tea-lead, inclofed in a {mall piece of
linen, bandaging firm. All unituous or greafy
applications fhould be avoided, and great care
taken not.to immerfe the foot in dirt ar water
till the part is perfectly united, and the furface
{ufficiently hardened not to admit particles of
fand, gravel, or any other extraneous matter.

And this caution becomes the more neceffary,

when it is remembered that real QUITTORS

have originated from this very want of atten-

tion more than in any other circumftance;

many having been formed and confirmed in

what, properly managed, would have been
merely a {uperficial and temporary inconveni-

ence. See'p, 160, -
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fubje@ under its diftin& head (and to which

the reader is referred), a few additional obfer-

vations become immediately applicable upon
a fubject of fo much confequence, which can-
not be too clearly explained, or tgo perfectly

underftood. For time, obfervation, and experi-

ence, having fufficiently demonftrated how very

much the vilcidity of the blood is increafed by

coarfe, full, and foul feeding, there need be no

hefitation in affirming the ftate of the /ungs,

{or, in a more familiar phrafe, the ftate of the

wind,) to be more or Jefs affeCted by the Jarge

or finall quantities of chaff, or grofs latter crop

of clover hay, confumed by this breed of horfes
during their conftant work ; particularly in
Jarmers’ flables, where a great part of their
aliment confifts of thofe articles with a fmall

proportion of corn. Of chaff thus ufed and

intermixed with the corn, let it be underftood

there are different kinds, as the chaff of wheas,

oats, and a compound of hay and wheat ftraw

cut together ; of all which it is hardly poffible

- to afcertain the moft prejudicial. To thefe
the winter confumption of peas-haum and
barley-ftraw may be reckoned ne inconfider-
able additions, the great quantity mafticated to
gratify the appetite affording fo little nutri-
Dd ment
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AFTER water), than by any other mieans
whatever; in fact, it is a plan {o palpably con-
tradictory and deftruétive, that it fhould never
be permitted by the mafler, or adopted by the
groom. And there ean remain no' fhadow of
doubt but this complaint in every eclafs of
horfes may be molitly prevented by proper care
_ and attention in the fuperintendants ; the irre-
gularities in food, water, and the inconfiften-
cies already pointed out, contributing' much
more to the original caufe of fuch defeét than
the erroneous formation of parts {o Aypatbetically
afferted by thofe who have wrote before upon
this fubject.

Another circumftaicé requiring the minute
infpection and attentive obfervation of every
proprietor of draft horfes is, that injurious prac-
tice of country fervants (called carters) in giv-
ing large quantities of anifeed, diapente, Jaeni-
grec, elecampare, and other powders, intermixed
with their food, upon a weak and ill-founded
opinion that thofe articles ‘make their teams
appear fine in coat and full in fleth: indeed fo
ftrongly are they bigoted to the opinion in
many (but particularly the weffern) parts of
England, that they expend, (unknown to their

Ddz employers)
























REMARKS, A1

By this fmall and difinterefted tribute to its
excellencies, I mean not to be confidered its
immaculate panegyrift, extolling its efficacy to
adegree of unlimited infallability, ranking it
with the zgflrums of the day, and publithing a
Jafbionable certifcate of its poflefling the pro-
perty of banithing every pofiible ill ; but to
bring its properties fairly into the fcale of
public inveftigation, upon the foundation of
my own recommendation, juftified by accurate
obfervation, affording me every reafon to believe
that, where it has been brought into ufe with-
out any good effets being produced by the
application, it has failed more from the inju-
dicious dilution of the prefcriber, or inferior
~ quality of the preparation, than any want of
efficacy in the medicine alone; and this Iam
the more readily induced to believe, by the
repeated difcoveries of erroneous proportions
in compofition, even upon the confeflions of
thofe whofe want of practice had left them
totally inadequate to the tafk of forming a
competent opinion upon the different cafes
they had updertaken,

From this medical animadverfion we return
to the confideration of tumours before defcribed,
which,
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TAKE borax and burnt alum; of each half an gunce ;
let them be reduced to a very fine powder and
diffolved in a quarter of a pint of beiling water s
when cold, add one ounce of {typtic tinGture, and let
the parts be plentifully touched with the folution
twice every day; till the flough comes away; when
the cure may be completed; by touching cceafion=

ally with tincture of myrrh and whiteswine vinegar
equal parts.

SANDCRACKS are cavitiesor cracks in fome
part of the hoof that are in general longitudi=
nal, and the effe of a {pontancous {¢paration,
occafioned by the hardnéfs of the hoof, or fome -
external injury upon the part. Such defet,
whether from chance or accident, fhould be’
well examined {o foon as perceived, and the
mode of management regulated by appearances.
The leading points are to prevent the admiffion
of dirt or gravel, and to harden the furface
with frequent applications of tinture of
myrrh; avoiding all un&uous and greafy ap-
plications till the cure is completed. On the
contrary, fhould the cafe prove internal and
deep feated, the affiftance of an operative far-
rier of extenfive practice cannot be too foon
ebtained, to prevent, if poflible, thofe blea

Ee aniflies












S PoLE M E"NUT, 4238

emulation condefcend to inveftigate the origin
of difeafe, and comprehend the rational method
of cure. This palpable convition has arifen
from the very great number of noblemen and
gentlemen of the firft eminence, who have not
only honoured the author with their confidence
and correfpondence, upon the utility of his
Directory, and the great efficacy of his Me-
dicines, but called in his afliftance upon cafes
- of the greateft difficulty and danger, where a
{tri® attention to his inftructions has been
attended with the moff perfodt fuceefs,

In a2 work of {fo much extent, involving fuch
variety, and aiming fo much at general reform-
ation, perfeGtion az fir/} was not, could not,
be expected; conftantly increafing practice and
experience, with inceflant application and at-
tention, muft perpetually throw new lights
upon many parts of the whole, and render per-
fe@ly applicable the communication of fuch
remarks as may tend to make complete as
poflible, a tra&, in which the public at large
have proved themfelves fo immediately inte-

refted.

Ee Thus

Tra
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To juftify, ina great meafure, the mode of
praftice to be inculcated, and hereafter laid
down; to countera® the malicious or pre-
judiced remarks of the interefted or diffatisfied,
as well as to eftablith, upon an sncontrovertitle
bafis, the rational, proper, and fuccefsful me-
thods of treatment, recont cajes in point wiil be
quoted ; and however improper it may be to
introduce the names of charaéters too eminent
for fuch publication, yet no kind of fecrecy
will be at all neceffary refpecting the parties,
whenever thofe fubjects become the profeflional
topics of converfation between the author and

his friends.

Such eafes will be likewife iiluftrated to de-
monftrate the confiftency, propriety, and fuc-
cefs of modern praétice, in oppofition to the
ancient fyftem, fo repeatedly enlarged uponin
the courfe of the work. A very great number
of literary applications having been addrefied
to the author, from different parts of the king-
dom, requiring a further explanation upon
many {ubjets, and a continuation of otbers, it
is his earneft defire to elucidate every pafage,
fo as to render it perfectly clear, and to de-
fcend to fuch minutie, for the gratification of

E24 inquirers,
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horfe, without a fear of regurgitation; a cir-
cumftance that very frequently happens to
thofe who are little acquainted with the proper
mode of operation: and thefe diretions will
not (to many) appear {fo immediately neceffary,
unlefs I communicate what will hardly be
thought po/fiibie, but by thofe who know the
circumitances to be well authenticated, in my
own neighbourhood, where it very lately
occurred,

A valuable horfe, the property of Capt.
W- , having been under a courfe of the
Pectoral Cordial Balls for a fevere cold, eleven
had been given without the leaft difficulty;
but in giving the twelfth and laft of the courfe,
the fervant not perceiving the ball pafs the gul-
let, erroneoufly conceived the ball was lodged
in the throat, and (ridiculous as it may feem)
abfolutely fet moft manfully to work with Aeif
a broom bhandle to diflodge the ball, till he had
fo Bruifed and lacerated the fm'mundiug parts,
that a violent inflammation enfued, and it was
not till after the induftrious efforts of a fort-
night, that the poor animal could be pro-
nounced out of danger from this 702 and very
extraordinary mode of operation.

To
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mote or increafe the difficulty it was intended
fo prevent,

Thefe particulars, trifling as they may ap-
pear to thofe expert in the: practice, are never-
thelefs more particularly neceffary in the pre-
fent improving ftate of medicine, where re-
formation is making fuch rapid ftrides, that
the adventurous opinions of ruftic farriers, and
~ the dangerous compofitions they provide, bid
exceedingly fair to encountera partial oblivion ;
and as numbers of the firft {porting eminence
have publicly declared their unalterable deter-
mination to commence and continue their ¢wn.
Sarriers, fuch directions cannot be too clearly
explained or univerfally known.

It will, previous to a continuation upon the
fubje&, be perfectly in point to obferve, it was
not till after a very rapid fale of the zbird
edition of the STABLE DIRECTORY, that] en-
tertained the leaft idea of preparing my moft
efficacious medicines for the accommodation of
the public in general; and even then the
thought occurred not more from the frequent
fupplies required by noblemen and gentlemen
at remote diftances, than an obfervation of great

weight
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hour of embarkation, amidft the incredible
confumption in the metropolis, and almoft
every part of England, to the amountof many
bundred dozens, not a fingle complaint of the
ineflicacy of purgatives, peflorals, diuretics, or
any of the whole lift of his advertifed medi-
cines, has ever reached the author. On the
contrary, innumerable congratulations upon
their various good effects are conftant in arrival ;
but as declarations bearing fo much the appear-
ance of fafhionable attachment to felf~inzerefl,
will not be univerfally:believed palpable proofs
of their genuine utility, the applicable intro-
duction of a few concife inftances of their
acknowledged eflicacy, cannot be confidered
obtrufive, when evidently and equally adapted
to the promotion of public gosd.

- Before I proceed to the inve {tigation and
proper treatment of thorn wounds, punétured
or lacerated tendons, and their dreadful effeéts,

it becomes ab{olutely neceflary, I refer the read-
er to my conciufive remarks upon Winp-

G ALLS, 1n the clafs under that head, in the early
part of the StasLt DirEcTORY, where it will
be found how very emphatically I have repre-
fented the Aazard, the danger (not to add the

Jolly)
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of hazardous experiments, is much more the
motive of inducement to recite fuch cafes, thin
any promifed expetation of permanent relief
from the mode of treatment moft applicable
to the predominant fymptoms of either, which
will neverthelefs be accurately explained.

PUNCTURED TENDON.

In the month of Auguft, 1788, I was ap-
plied to by a charater of the fir{t eminence, to
~ give my opinion upon one of the firft hunters
in England, for which he had been repeatedly
offered a hundred and twenty guineas. Upon
my arrival I found the horfe labouring under
the moft excruciating and indefcribable agony,
totally unable to fet his off hind foot to the.
ground, and, from the higheft poflible condi-
tion, very much-emaciated in a few days with
the extremity of pain. Inveftigating by in-

2 quiry
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much difficulty and perfeverance; from every
predominant fymptom (and they were all equal-
ly violent), I could not entertain a momentary
doubt, but the extenfor tendon was as much
punctured, lacerated, or divided, as the diminu-
tive fize of the inftrument ufed, and the ob-
fiructive motion of the horfe would admit.
This apparent fa& I was induced to believé (by
the feverity of pain, and almoft uncommon vio-
lence of fymptoms,) that the point of the
Jancet was broken off in the atternpt, and retained
in the wound:  upon premifing this fear to the
groom, he affured me that was not the cafe ;
“for the inftrument wis perfe& wbher Jound.
How that tould be, after remaining under a
horfe in his litter for twenty-four hours (as the
lancet was not produced) will nevet bé clearly
reconciled to my own opinion, who have fo
conftantly fuch ani inftrument in my hand.

To teturn: finding the orifice ({fmall as it
was) difcharge, upon preffure, a bloody ichor,
or indigefted fanies, and the edges to have
acquired a vefy rigid callofity, I determined
(that the digeftion might not be a moment
retarded, when fufficiently fuppurated for fe-
' paratmn) to enlarge the orifice, by dividing the
y 98 | integument






SAIPPEEMENT. 433

rofive a tendency, that it formed fnufes in every
dire@tion downwards, furrounding the bones
to the different depths of two, three, or four
inches. A feparation of parts in the prefent
complication was abfolutely impracticable,
without rendering to a certainty the remedy
worfe than the difeafe. Thus fituated,  no
hope of cure could be entertained but by a
reunion of the divided parts; to promote which,
a conftant fyringing with detergents was
adopted at every - drefling, the wound was
covered with lint, plentifully impregnated with
the ftable digeftive, as warm as could be
applied with fafety, firft infinuating as much
as poffible within the orifice (inthe manner of
a tent), and covering all with a common"
poultice of bread, milk, and oil, as the beft bed
for fo tender a part.

By a perfeverance in this mode of treatment
the finufes were perfectly united from the bot-
-tom, and the wound completely healed (or
cicatrized) in little more than a month from
the time of my being called in, with no other
external inconvenience than a trifling enlarge-
- ment of the joint, and an apparent callofity of

the integument. But, as I had every reafon to
Ff2 believe,
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This was the exact ftate I had reafon to be-
lieve I fhould find it in, from every external
appearance and examination ; for, upon taking
off the pellicle from any particular puftule, I
obferved the difcharge to be of glutinous con-
fiftence, putrid, and offenfive, very different
from what we {ometimes find an acrimonious
tchor. As a preparatory ftep to the introduc-
tion of medicine, Iinftantly altered the regimen
. to warm marhes three times a day, with hay in
fmall quantities, and one ounce of nitre dif=
folved in both the morning and evening por-
tions of water, making two ounces for every
fwenty-four hours: during this mode of com-
mencement, I perceived the off leg behind to
{well fo rapidly, from the footlock jeint to the
ftifle, and throw out fuch a general fulnefs,
particularly on the infide the thigh, that I could
not entertain a momentary doubt but a critical
formation of matter would inevitably take
place. To promote which, with all poffible
expediton, I encreafed the fupport, by fub-
ftituting plenty of corn for the mathes, and
called in the additional aid of ftrong and fre-
quent fomentations, hot as could be ufed with-
out injury (with two large pieces of fponge

Fia alternately)
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i

could therefore only be obtained by a perfe-
yerance in the mode of treatment beft adapted
to the exigency of difeafe. Availing myfelf
of experinsental obfervation, I continued to
cleanfe them thoroughly at every drefling with
the injection of tin&ture of myrrh (by means
of a long-necked ivory fyringe), ;he beft bal-
ﬁmz’c detergent for foul wounds, inveterate ul-
cers, or deep feated finufes, I have been able
to difcover in the whole clafs of externals,
during a long and attentive practice,

Proceeding regularly in this track, with a
punctual adminiftration of the internal medi-
cines before recited, and the external applica-
tions {o minutely defcribed, the mare, in little
more than fix weeks, was completely cured,
perfettly free from every appearance of eruption,
lamencf, or difeafe, and is now in foal by a
celebrated Arabian of the Royal ftud.

To thofe who may wifh to have farther ani-
madverfion upon the diftinét and acting pro-
perties of the medicines internally applied, I
can only obferve, fuch explanation would very
far exceed the limits originally prefcribed for
the extent of this addition ; it muft therefore

fuffice
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companion returning from pafture; the lame-
nefs was fo very fevere that it was with the
greateft difficulty he could draw the near hind
leg after him, and felt great perceptible pain
in being obliged to move it forward, which he
did with palpable reluéance, not bearing the
leaft weight upon it, or hardly permitting it to
touch the ground.

In four days after the accident, I was re-
quired to give my affiftance, and found, by
the external appearance, that the article called
opodeldoc had been very plentifully ufed, till
the foap it contained had fo caked and accu-

mulated upon the furface, (cementing the hair
~ into fuch a folid mafs) as to render the pene-
tration of any {pirituous application abfolutely
impofiible. This fact I clearly demonftrated
to the owner, and was not at all furprifed to
hear he had reaped no advantage from his in-
duftrious application.

It was unavoidably neceffary to adopt a very
different mode of proceeding ; I therefore re-
commended the immediate and frequent ufe
(three times a day) of a ftrong and hot fomen-
tation with a fponge, as before directed, not

o only
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the tafk of decifion was too arduous to under-
take, but in lefs than a2 month or fix weeks
‘was not to be expected.—On the fourth day,
however, the fervant was difpatched for a fup-
ply of camphorated {pirits, and another bottle
of the embrocation, with information from his
mafter, that ¢ the horfe was mending fur-
prifingly.” In a few days after, having a pro-
feflional journey to the fame neighbourhood,
I made inquiry a matter of convenience, and
found at the houfe that the horfe had fet out
upon his journey, with the family, in about ¢z
days after my being called in, from whence he

returned as perfectly found as before the acci-
dent.

From the circumftances of this cafe (amidft
many others), I am induced to bring forward
an obfervation I have repeatedly made upon
the ufe of gpodeldoc in animals, where its moft
effential parts cannot come into immediate
contact with the fkin, as is cvidently the ftate
of the cafe with horfes, cattle, dogs, &c. where
the hair, in greater or lefs quantities, upon the
integument, {o entirely abforb the foap in the
firlt operation of rubbing, as to form an adhe-

five obftruction to porous admiffion, and a

i confequent






( 449 )

PUNCTURED OR LACERATED TENDON.

In the month of November 1789, I re-
ceived a letter of folicitation from a gentle-
man very high in a certain royal eftablith-
ment, requefting my immediate attendance in
London to give my opinion upon a horfe that,
from a mere fuperficial defe&, and complicated
experiments, was rendered a perfect cripple,
without hope or expectation of cure. ' In fuch
predicament, it became a determined decifion
with the proprictor, that my perfonal invefti-
gation fhould conclude the fcene of anxiety,
by dooming the fubje& to immediate death, or
producing a plaufible ray of hope for his re-

covery.

Upon my arrival in town, and intreduction
to the owner, I received informatton, that
about three months before, a kind of flatulenit

Gg or
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tohtrariety of opinion (fomething fimilar to the
frequent oppofition between do&or and nurfe)
{oon effected the entire abdication of the fupe-
rior, and left the groom to an uninterrupted
exertion of his own judgment and medical abi-
lities. 'To prove the extent of which, he pre-
pared an artificial probe, and continued its con-
ftant introduction, for two inches or more;
dire@tly upon zbe tendon, thereby abraiding and
rendering more irritable a part already injured,
and cenfequently fufceptible of additional pain
upon every erroneous applieation. His mafter
was ftill abfent (in a diftant part of the king-
dom) and the cafe became every day more
alarming, not only i its conftantly increafing
enlargement of the joint; but perpetual and
inceflant pain, from which he had no relief.
~ Nature had, in oppofition to the interpofitions
of art, elofed the orifice and healed the wound ;
notwithftanding ~ which, the lamenefs was
greater than before. This was matter of ad-
ditional perplexity to the fczentzfic fuperinten-
dent, who was now convinced nothing but 2
practice entirely new could fucceed.

The better to eftablith which (upon 2 valgar
and generally received opinion, that mercury is a
G g {pecific
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This account having been given me in
recital, as well as the prefent ftate of the horfe,
I could not entertain a doubt of the flexor ten-
don’s being punctured by the original operator,.
or lacerated by his fucceflor, in the duily prob-
mgs that were to effe€t {o expeditious a cure.
Proceeding, however, to the ftables, I found
the patient upon tbree legs, in a ftall barely five
feet wide, in a ftate of the greateft agony ; his
leg in an almoft conftant contradtive motion,
abfolutely groaning with the extremity of pain,
the whole limb perceptibly wafted, the frame
emaciated, the joint much enlarged, the cica-
trix exceedingly tender, bearing no prefiure
upon the tendon, and an uncommon ftriGure
upon the furrounding parts, thercvar the
blifter had taken effect; and, to render the
bufinefs of inquiry complete, I found cir-
cumftances had varied very little for near two

months, but that fymptoms had continued
nearly in the fame ftate,

Every action, every predominant trait tend-
ing to corroborate my firft opinion upon the
cafe, I could not hefitate a moment to pro-
nounce, that whatever had been the origin of
the fimple tumour (perbaps a bl that had,

Gg g however,
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tegulated heat, and frequency of the fomen-
tation, might not only gradually reduce the
rigid callofity of the integument and ftricture
upon the part where the blifter had been ap-
plied, but alfo relax the porous fyftem, giving
admiffion to the anodyne for the reduction of
irritability, and the corroborants to excite a
degree of warmth and ftimulus upon the inter-
nal parts.

However well founded any doubts of cure
might have been, from the combined feveri-
ties of the cafe, I was moft agreeably deceived
in the fufpicious opinion I had formed; for
little more than a fortnight brought me a letter
of information, that every diftrefling {ymptom
was alleviated ; the horfe fed well, and feecmed
almoft free from pain; the ftricture upon the
joint was greatly fubdued, and the local en-
largement promifed gradual reduction. A
Jfecond account followed the Sfirftin a few days,
from which it appeared, the horfe lay down
and got up with little difficulty, puthis foot to
the ground, bore a great part of the propor-
ticnal weight upon it in motion, and even
walked feveral fteps in {ucceflion without halt-
ing. Thefe encouraging appearances power-

fully
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reduced to praétice, it muft afford the higheft
gratification in return, to receive corroborating
and well authenticated proofs of the confiftency
of its reformation, and that the confidence fo
generoufly placed in the medical inftructions,
has fuffered no proftitution or difgrace, amidit
their numerous trials and critical inveftigations.
However liberal the candid and impartial part
of the world may have been in their encomi-
ums upon the original work (or congratu-
lations to the author), its contents could only
appear to the public as mere matter of conjec-
ture, (upon the propriety of which every
reader had a fubftantial reafon to entertain
doubts), till fuch doubts were removed by a
repetition of fuccefs, and a palpable confirma-
tion of the acknowledged utility of improve-
ment in practice.

Naturally reverting to one or another of the
cafes already recited, it muft be perfectly appo-
ﬁte to repeat the abfurdity, the wonderful in-
confiftency, of {ubmitting the management of
valuable (or indeed any) horfes, to the ftrange
and inconfiderate experiments of thofe who
haye ne one qualification but their unbounded

confidence
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the cautions fo repeatedly advanced in differ-
-ent parts of the DireGtory,) fome of which may
perhaps appear hereafter.

It becomes, however, immediately applica-
ble to obferve (even bere) how very much
depends, inall cafes of difficulty and danger,
upon drawing that nice and critical line of dif-
tinétion in the mode of treatment conitituting
right or awrong, confequently, deftruction or
cure. Notwithftanding the palpable neceflity
for fuchaccurate inveftigation, time and obfer-
vation daily demontftrate, ina variety of cafes,
the number of deaths that frequently happen,
where it is abfolutely natural to {uppofe the
parties called in to #elieve, had come with a
fixed determination to deffrey; jultifying this
idea by the many, who, not paying the leaft
attention to Nature, or her indications, the
origin, caufe, or fymptoms of difeafe, proceed
to their predetermined applications (whether
internals or externals) with no emulation to
. anfpire, no reputation to /g/2, no refined fen-

fations to foffen, confequently no anxious defire
to prompt a fpeedy alleviation of pain, or mi-

tigation of fufferings in the animal, unluckily
deftined
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mild aftringents become immediately appli-
cable, to clofe the mouths of the lacerated
veflels, and harden the furfice. Of this clafs
none can be better adapted than two tea-fpoon-
fuls of Goulard’s Extra® of Saturn, with a
large table fpoonful of brandy; or, in want of
the former, equal parts of vinegar and brandy
will become an ufeful fubftitute. Two or three
gentle bathings with eitber compofition will in
all flight cafes generally effe&t the purpofe, and
prevent farther inconvenience.

On the contrary, fhould appearances not
fubmit to thefe applications, but by fielling,
conftantly increafing pain, tenfion, and inflam-
mation, threaten maturation, it will not ad-
mit of a doubt but the tendon has been in
fome degree punctured or lacerated ; the liga-
mentary parts forming the union at the articu-
lation of the joints injured, or a retention of
extraneous matter has taken place from the
orifice of the original wound.

Inall, or either of thefe, the great hope of
expeditious relief muft depend folely upon the
proper and confiffent mode of treatment that is
~ immediately adopted to promote fuppuration ;
Hha2 the
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the fungus, and ftri& attention to the con-
formation of the edges of the wounds, a cicatrix
was formed, and cure completed, bidding defi-
ance to the eye or touch of the moft judiciouns
inveftigator ; which is the more extraordinary,
as the colour of the mare is a delicate grey.
This cafe is only quoted to prove the pofiibility
of preventing thefe accidents from becoming fo
perpetually prejudicial, when properly attended
to; while on the coatrary, they become
irreparable injuries, in being left to the courfe
of nature ; for, fuffered to cicatrize witha pro-
minence conflituting an efchar, they prove an
irretrievable blemifh, that a very few days
proper attention (in moft cafes) would probably
prevent.

Having gone through every neceflary in-
ftruction that can be poflibly advanced for the
treatment and cure of the different kinds of
lamenefs proceeding from various caufes, one
additional remark cannot be too forcibly incul-
cated, nor too ftrictly obferved. It is the great
advantage to be gained in the progre{s and con-
firmation of every cure, from the ufe of an
open flable, bay of a barn, or fuch other proper

- receptacle, in preference toa very abfurd cuf-

tom,
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accuracy as predominant fymptoms and appear-
ances would permit, I fhall tranfmit them,
‘with the mode of treatment that has hitherto
(particularly under my own execution) proved
fuccefsful, without a fingle Iofi, to juftify a

doubt of the practice, when properly per-
{evered in.

It is now near twenty years fince I com«
-menced my obfervations upon the nature and
indications of the “difeafe in queftion, and
found, by my inquiries from others, and my
own occafional remarks, the remedies gene-
rally adopted and efteemed infallible [pecifics,
were calculated fo little to countera® or re-
move the predominant fymptoms of difirefs
in the animal, that it produced no furprife,
not more, than one in twenty fhould recover
- when attacked with the ufual feverity,

In my endeavours to form fome rational
idea of the origin or caufe of complaint, I
could furnith from others not the leaft aflift-
‘ance ; from all the information I could colle&,
(even from the moft confident and felffuf-
ficient) was, that ¢ the diforder was in zée
\* bead, and a green (or feton) in the poll, in
Iiz2 ¢ the
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greater or lefs degree, affeted the different
fubjects, according to the mildnefs or malignity
of difeafe.

Previous to the more particular defcription
of prevalent {ymptoms in the animals labour-
ing under the complaint, a few general obfer-
vations may be introduced without the leaft
digreffion. I plainly perceived the difeafe to
be much more epidemic than infections, and
that the time of attack varied in the different
kinds; but that the ratios of nineteen in
twenty were affected before they were fawefve-
nmonths old. 1 obferved hounds, greyhounds,
pointers, and the larger dogs, were ufually at-
tacked between eight months old and twelve ;
while {paniels, terriers, and the {maller kinds,
fuffered between four months and nine. I
alfo remarked the females were in general
~much lefs affli®ed than the males, many
efcaping entirely, and thofe that did not, were
- neither fo feverely affeted, nor for o great a
duration.

Having, about the exat time of forming
my predetermined chain of obfervations, young
pointers and {paniels in my pofleffion, upon
l I3 whofe
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advert to fuch remedies as were more im-
mediately adapted to thofe parts. My firft
intent was to promote evacuation, under a
perfe& conviction there mult be a very violent
obftruction in the ftomach or fome part of the
inteftines: to remove which, I prepared a
fmall ball with a fcruple of jalap, four grains
of calomel, and two of ginger; forming it into
a proper confiftence with conferve of bips, then
covering it with a {mall portion of frefb butter
to facilitate its paflage, gave it in that form;
where it remained no longer than during its
folution in the {tomach, almoft inftantly return-
g in a ftate of liquefaltion, entirely unac-
companied by any other fubftance whatever:
this I repeated five or fix times in lefs than
three days, with no better fuccefs.

n

As the difeafe advanced in refpect to fime,
the general fymptoms became more violent;
the animal, from the firft attack, having never
taken any food but warm milk (and that in
the moft trifling quantities), was incredibly
emaciated : there was a very great contrac-
tion and hollownefs of the flank, occafioned
by a perceptible ftri¢ture of the mufcles, that,

Pmducing an hourly increafing weaknefs of

lig the
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fiable, to promote a further inveftigation of the
caufe, or very flender and improbable chance
of the mitigation or cure of difeafe. Almoft
hopelefs of even time fufficient to adminifter
the medicine; I prepared a ball, containing
three grains of emetic tartar, and ten of Jalap,
forming the mafs, and pafling it as before. I
alfo incorporated one ounce of the fpirit of
hartthorn (by frequent fhaking) with a quar-
ter of a pint of olive oil, and bathed all the
affected parts of the throat, fo as to leave the
hair underneath the neck plentifully charged
with the tompofition.

For rather more than half an hour, during
the folution of the ball, and its confequent
effet upon the ftomach, the fubject feemed
to undergo the moft painful fenfations ; agitat-
ing vibrations (or tremblings) of the whele
frame were very frequent; his eyes, nearly
ciofed, {eemed totally fixed, and the foam
iffuing from both fides of his mouth (as he lay
extended at his utmoft length), left not the
leaft expectation of ever feeing him even once
more upon his legs; when fuddenly rifing
(after repeated efforts) a perfe@t frame or
fkeleton, and reeling three or four feet from

the
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Thefe being properly mixed were admi-
niftered as a glyfter, of warmth fufficient to
ftimulate the internal parts to action.

This was however expelled almoft inftantly
upon its injection, with great rapidity, as hav-
ing met fome obftacle in its courfe through
the inteftine, which ferved only to excite an
unremitting perfeverance to obtain relief; par-
ticularly as I had fufficient reafon to believe,
by every look and endeavouring altion of the
animal, that he had already found fome de-
gree of mitigation by the evacuation from his
{ftomach and the relaxation of the inteftine.
The glyfter was repeated in two hours, with
an almoft immediate ejection, producing no
other advantage than additional alleviation of
predominant {ymptoms ; the fubje& became
evidently more at eafe, difplaying in his looks
certain marks of relief ; the ftriGture upon the
abdominal mufcles was confiderably reduced,
and I had little doubt but the ftate of the
ftomach- and inteftines was in fome degree
altered by the falutary difcharge from the
former, as well as the good effet and warmth
of the internal fomentation upon the other.

Appear-
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verification of that excellent motto and excite=
‘ment to induftry, ¢ Perfevere and conquer.”
The {fubjeét continued to become much lefs dif-
quiet, not a fymptom but appeared lefs violent,
and he even dofed without extreme pain. In
the middle of the night I repeated the glyfter,
which was then retained a confiderable time,
and again difcharged, as thrown up without
the leaft appearance of, or admixture with,
excrement,

After this retentien and evacuation of the
injection, he tottered, unfupported, to his bed,
and lay down evidently better. In lefs than
an hour after this effort and emotion, he took,
with fome degree of eagernefs, the bread and
milk that had been prepared (previoufly
warmed) ; about cight in the morning I
renewed my injection, which, after being
retained for at leaft ten minutes, came away
with a large portion of difcoloured crudities, as
if brought from the interftices of the inteftines
by the repeated wathings of the injection.—
This produced additional and very ftriking
advantages: he was feemingly relieved in all
refpelts, the {tri¢ture of the mufcles upon the
inteftines, and the contra&ion of the loins,

| were








































































