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INTRODUCTION,.

: S it is feveral weeks fince I declared my intention,
at a public meeting of the Subferibers of the
Finfbury Difpenfary, of making known the whole of
the proceedings relative to the very extraordinary con-
duét of Dr. Lettfom, as well previous to, as on the day
of election for a Phyfician to that Charity ; and, as the
perfons more particularly interefted in the contents
of this Pamphlet, are fufficiently aware of the defign
of it, any explanation or preface on the fubjet may,
perhaps, appear unneceflary. I muft requeft, however,
to be indulged with a few words, '
Nothing can be more difagreeable to my feelings
than to appear before the public in a controverfy of
this kind, 1 fincerely regret the neceflity of it, but I
" could not perfuade myfelf to permit a man in a public
fituation, and in the practice of a liberal profeflion, to
be guilty of the moft unwarrantable duplicity and'in-
delicacy of conduct, without expofing it, It appeared
{o very inconfiftent with the good. order and govern-
ment of the fociety of Quakers, that any one of their
body fhould officioufly intrude himfelf into the con-
cerns of others, and, in order to render himflelf con-
fpicuous, encourage oppofition and conteft; under the
pretences of charity and humanity, that'I determined
to reprefent the affair to the public, hoping that it may
ferve as a leflon in future, and that others may expe-
rience a greater confiftency of conduct from Dr.
Lettfom, than I have done,—I was thoroughly fa-
tisfied






REBRERESE N'TAT'I'O'N

OF

Dr. Leftfoﬁl’s Condu&, &c.

N the beginning of Auguft laft I was in-

formed by a friend that Dr. Rogers had
exprefled his intention of refigning his office of
Phyfician to the Finfbury Difpenfary, and that
a vacancy would foon be declared—I imniedi-
ately refolved to offer. myfelf a Candidate to
fucceed him; and, as foon as I found, from'
different officers of the charity, that it m-nrht
be done with propriety, I entered upon the
canvafs with earneftnefs and activity. Finding
that Dr. Lettfom was one of the Vice P[’Eﬁd”l]tﬁ,
fufpe@ing that he was known to many of the
fubfcribers, and being aware of his defire of
rendering himfelf confpicuous on fuch occafions,
I made the earlieft application to him for his
vote and intereft, to which I received the fo¥% .
lowing reply : ¢ That it was the firft informa-

tion he had received on the fubjeét; that. he
B - had
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had a good opinion of me, and thought me a
proper perfon for fuch a fituation ; that he had
every reafon to think he fhould vote for me,
but would not abfolutely promife to do fo;
that he could forefee no oppofition ; believed I
fhould have to go quietly over the ground, and
had very little doubt of my fuccefs. With regard
10 his INTEREST, be exprefsly obferved; that it was
not bis intention to exert it on fuch an occafion; for
that on a former eleflion be bad reafon to think
the governors were difpleafed with the claim which
be bad made upon them, in confequence of his bav-
ing [ubferibed lorgely 1o the charity, and that be
bad therefore determined in future not 19 intérfere.”
In this way the interview might have ended,
had T not fuggefted, upon his queﬂmnmg me
whether. any. one was likely to ftart as my
opponent, the  probability of Dr. Meyer’s
becoming a Candidate.” Of this Dr. Letti’c}m
feemed doubtful, but added, that if he fhould
offer himfelf, being under a promife to hith,- he
muft give him his woze in preference’ to the. He
did not, however, in the remoteft manner poflible,
give me reafon to fuppofe, that he weuld come
forwatd aétively in his behalf ; indeed, fuch a de-
claration would have been fo totally incompa-
tible with what he had juft before afferted, that
had it been made, I could not 'haw. failed im-
mediately to have offered my remarks on fo
glaring an inconfiftency. I refted fatisfied there-
o EOres
A
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fore, that although he might wote againft me,
it would  only be the vote of one perfons
and pleafed myfelf with having made fome pro-
grefs, by afcertaining, that his smtereft at all
events would not be éxerted to my difadvan-
tage, So perfettly perfuaded was I of this,
that being afked on the two firft days of my
canyafs by {feverai of the fubfcribers, whe-
ther I was favoured by Dr. Lettfom, 1 replied,
that he had exprefled his fatisfattion at my
offering myfelf a Candidate; and had given
me fome reafon to expeé his vore, if a gen-
tleman t0 whom he had promifed it did not
appear; but that at any rate he had faid-he
would wuot interfere in the eleftion, and confe-
quently that there was little to apprehend from
any reftraint that he might otherwife lay on
thofe with whom he was privately acquainted,
or who would wifh to be guided by his opinion,
As a further proof of the fame thing, I obferved
to them, that Dr. Lettfom had pointed out to
me different perfons in the Charity to whom he
advifed me o apply as fpeedily as poflible, in
order not only ,t,'p' fecure their votes, but, from
their refpettability, to lay the foundation of
many others that would naturally follow them.
He particularly mentioned the Reverend Mr.,
Sellon and his family, whofe intereft I fortu-
nately obtained at an early period, and whmh
* has proved highly beneﬁual to me.

B2 Scfreral- _
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~Several other perfons were alfo named by
him as proper objec¥s of immediate "applica-
tion, but whom 1 do not now recolleét. Thefe
are circumftances fo ftriking, that toany man of

common fenfe they muft appear a ftrong con-
firmation of my affertion, that he declared he

would not interfere : how was it, indeed, pof-
fible to conceive, ,after fuch profeflions, that he
could even have had a with for the fuccefs
of another? for, had he intended to -exert his
intereft for Dr. Meyer, or any other perfon,
why fhould he put me on a plan which would
have a great tendency to defeat himfelf?

After this interview I requefted a friend, who
appeared to have fome influence with Dr. Lett-
fom, to apply to him in my behalf for his vote ;
which gentleman the next day kindly informed
me that he had feen him, and that he had given
him reafon to underftand that Dr. Meyer 4ad
refufed being a Candidate, but that, as he thoughe
a conteft would prove bencficial to the charity, he
ftill declined the pofitive promife of his vote.
The next afternoon I received the following
letter from Dr. Lettfom, inclofing anﬂther from

Dr. Meyer to him.

“ Dear DocTtor,

T | mentmntd when I faw thee, that I
« fhould not oppofe thy intereft, provided Dr.

. Mﬁyer did not offer, to whom T had long
¢ promifed
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« promifed my fervices. This day, and. not
¢ befure, I received the inclofed, in which he

« calls upon me to fulfil my promifes.
« Iam, &c.

..hug.uﬂ:lsd;.f?rﬁﬁ. R TS

- 'With regard to Dr Meyer’s letter, to which
he refers, 1 immediately returned it wichout
taking a copy; indeed, ‘I thought it at the
time an indelicate thing 1in!Dr. Lettfom to
fend it to me. It was chiefly for. the pur:
pofe of declaring his intention of Becoming a
candidate, claiming, in ftrong terms, the pro-
mife of Dr. Lettfom’s fervices. This the Doétor
conceived would be at leaft fome apology for the
fteps he was about to take; for he muft have
been confcious that there would be an.incon-
filtency in his conduct, and that I fhould take
notice of it. If he had really promifed his fer-
vices to Dr. Meyer on any occafton of this
kind, which muft have been the cafe frum the
claim which was made upon him, was it not
natural that he fhould apprize me of it fully
when I firft mentioned the vacancy to him?
Unlefs he was very luke-warm in his friendfhip,
or his:memory was uncommonly defective, how
ts it poffible, under fuch circumftances, that
Dr. Meyer could for a mement efcape his re-
collettion. If he was really in his remembrance
at the time that he was Battering me with a pro-
' {pect
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fpelt of fuccefs, he was guilty of a moft un-
warrantable deception, becaufe he was encou-
raging me in the purfuit, merely with a view to
a conteft, in which he would at laft have an
opportunity of difplaying a triumph, . Why did
he not, more efpecially upon my mentioning
Dr. Meyer’s name, tell me openly, that he
fhould probably be induced, contrary to his
inclination and former affertion, publicly to in<
terfere in his behalf? No fuch expreffion ef-
caped him; for I well recolleét, that he only
faid he fhould in that cafe give him his veze,
Why did he not, in the detter which I have
inferted, make fome -declaration of his inten-
tion to interfere publicly, inftead of ufing the
vague and artful term of fervices? Could any
one, at that time however, after his declaration
not to interfere, put any other conftruction on
the word fervices, than that of his making ufe
of private recommendations to his particular
friends? I muft confefs notwithftanding, that
I had my fufpicions. Several inftances of Dr.
Lettfom’s inconfiftency had been mentioned to
me, and I therefore thought proper, in my
anfwer to his letter, to remind him of the con-
verfarion which had fo recently pafied between
us ; from which 1 flattered myfelf, or 'had rea-
fon to hope, that he would not take an active
part againft me, though there was now no pro-
fpeét of my having his vote,
' In"
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In a few days afterwards, I found that there
was a_ public - recommendatory - letter in’ cir-
culation, of which the following is an exal
'EUP}".. i

‘¢ Ta the Governors of the Finfbury-Difpenfary.

«"AS I have been with your excellent Infti-
“ tution, from its Commencement and through-
“ out its Progrefs, to the prefent Moment,
¢ endeavouring to promote its Succefs, I can-
“ not but feel a Solicitude in whatever may
¢ intereft its future Profperity.

¢ Impreffed with a Senfe of the important
* Duties of a Phylician, I recommend Dr. John
“ Meyer, of Throgmorton-fireet: He is a
“ Member of the Royal College of Phyficians ;
* and, were any other Recommendation of his
¢ Abilities neceffary, my long perfonal Ac-
¢ quaintance with- him entitles me to add,
¢ that his uncommon Erudition and his me-
‘¢ dical Knowledge equally render him quali-
¢ fied for that important Office.

¢ Sambrook-Court, Bafinghall-Street,
“ Augult 4, 1786.
JC o ERETSON

An application fo very pointed, independent
of Dr. Lettfom’s declaration, that he would not
interfere, could only have been juftified, from
him or any other individual, by a convi&ion

that
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that I was an improper perfon for the fituatiop ;
but as he had previoufly faid, and has been
fince pleafed to fay, that he believed me fully’
qualified, it was confequently improper, if not’
unjuit ; for if both the candidates, on an oc-
cafion of this nature, were equal to the fitua- .
tion which they folicited, the Charity could-not
fuffer in either cafe.—Hence, as far as its pro-
fperity was concerned, for which Dr. Lettiom
exprefles bis folicitude, it was a matter of indif-

ference which of them fhould prove fuccefsful.
The appearance of this recommendatory let-
ter, induced me to call upon its author, in order
to make him acquainted with my fentiments,
and in particular to inform him, that I thought
he had deceived me; that he had aéted con-
trary to his declaration, and that, as I had given
my friends, and feveral of the fubfcribers: to
the Difpenfary, reafon to think that he was
not to interfere; I confidered myfelf called upon,
both for their fatisfaction,-and in my own juili-
fication, publickly to ‘declare his condu&, and
more efpecially, that if through his interference
I fhould lofe the election, I would then make
known his want of candour in print. I meant
at that time, merely in form of a fhort Adver-
tifement, to have ftated that my friends and
myfelf had been put to a goed deal of unne-
ceflary trouble, by the uncandid an_d'-irj_tqn-_
fiftent conduét of Dr. Lettfom. The circum-
ftances, however, which have fince occurred,
are
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are fo numerous and ftriking, and feveral of
them have been do capieally dilplayed in public,
that nothing fhort of a ‘Pamphlet could have
conveyed ' an adfquate idea of their merss, or
have ferved, in a fufficient degree, to tranfmic
Jthem as a drilliont example to pottenity.— Let us
then, in the firlt place, take a view of the re-
ception with which I was honoured ; for any
interview . from .one fo. much occupied as the
Doctor. frequently appears to be, muft, un-
doubtedly, be efteemed an honour,

The thréat as he termed it, of making known
his conduct, feemed at firlt 10 irritate him, and
he haftily infinuated, that it would rather have
the effect of increaling, than\_ of diminifhing his
exer[iulns.—-H»:: obferved, that it had beéen re-
marked by the late Dr. Fothergill, that he was
pen-proof ; faid, that he fhould make no public
reply 3 and added, that he had been pretty well
accuftomed. to attacks of that nature; one of
the laft of which was very abufive. To this I
replied, that it was not my intention to deal
in abufe ; that I meant to reft the matter on
fimple faf’ts and more particularly on his de-
claration, that he would not interfere 5 which [
repeated to him in his own words, urging the in-
confiftency of his conduct, and obferving, that
I thought it candid to ftate to him, as early
as poflible, the fteps which I had refolved
to take, in cafe I fhould lofé the elec-

tion%&——lle now became more cool, and, as-

B if
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if fenfible of the force of what I had alleged,
attempted to juftify himfelf by faying, that he
had not thus publicly interfered ull an old
friend of Dr. Meyer had deferted him, meaning
a gentleman much refpeCted in his profeffion,
who has always entertained a friendfhip for Dr.
Meyer, as well as a high opinion of his abili-
ties, but who having recommended me to fuch
of his friends as were fubfcribers feveral days
before he heard of Dr. Meyer’s intentions, could
not, although he regretted the conteft, with pro-
priety withdraw his affiftance. At another in-
ftant Dr. Lettfom endeavoured to juftify his
conduét on the principle of a warmth of friend-
fhip for Dr. Meyer, and of his having formerly
promifed him his fervices; but it is no difficult
matterto account for his conduét on very different
motives. We fometimes meet with men extremely
defirous of conferring favours with a view of
acquiring power and confequence; and this
principle of vanity is fo great with fome, that
they are always feeking out for objeéts on whom
they may beftow their patronage. If not other-
wife interefted, they occafionally prefer men
who are refpectable, and even fuperior to them-
{felves in ufeful knowledge ;5 but they do this not
fo much with the idea of rewarding merit and
abilities, as with the expectation of increafling
their own importance, and this importance they
conceive to be greater, in proportion to the

difficulties which they overcome in effecting
their
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their purpofe. In this point of view I confi-
der Dr. Lettfem’s late interference. An oppo-
fition, or conteft, was neceflary to complete his
triumph, and this he effectually fecured, by
allowing me to make fo great a progrefs before
he exhibited himfelf, that I could not with pro-
priety relinquith the purfuit. I am very ready
to admit, that Dr. Meyer was intitled, in prefe-
rence to me, to Dr. Lettfom’s vote, and fuch
‘private fervices as he could render him among
his friends. So little acquainted was [, indeed,
with Dr. Lettfom, that I had no claim upon
him even for his vote; and, had he openly de-
clared at the firft interview that he fhould ufe
all his exertions for Dr. Meyer, it is impoflible
that I could have been difpleafed with him. It
1s highly probable that I fhould have declined
in that cafe offering myfelf a Candidate, as I
have been always averfe to the fatigue and ex-
pence of a contefted election.

But to proceed with the interview, at which a
gentleman well acquainted with Dr, Lettfom,
and friendly to me, was prefent. The difplea-
fure occafioned by my declaration of making
known his conducét appeared in a fhort time to
have totally fubfided ; and, whether with a view,
at the inftant of averting future inconvenience,
or from a genuine mildnefs and philanthropy of
Joul, 1t may be difficult to determine, but the
Doctor was pleafed to fay many civil things;
paid me feveral compliments ; offered to declare
to the Committee of the Difpenfary, that he

Ca2 thought
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thought me fully capable of the fituation; and,
with a perfualive cloquence, peculiar to bimfelf,
wifhed me to be fatisfied with the idea of lofing
the eleClion; urging at the fame tume, with a
creaTNESS of foul, his difpofition of {ferving me
on any other occafion. 'Such, in fact, was his
interelt, according to his own account, .that
there could be little doubt of my fucceeds
ing to the firft vacant difpenfary. As a word
of comioeri, he alfo’ hinted, that there were
feveral difpenfaries preferable to the Finfbury,
ti ough with only eme-balf the falary. @ 1 liftened
with attention, but exprefled my determination
of purfuing the prefent object. At the fame
time | could not help being furprifed at the
prefumption of an individual, however great his
influence, . in fuppofing that he could have the
public {o much at his command as only to
fpeak the word and be obeyed. He was fur-
ther heard to fay during the canvafs; that he
had nothing to allege againit me in my profel-
fion, but was difpleafed at my continuing to
oppufl+ his wifhes at the Finfbury Difpenfary,
where he had always taken the lead ; thac if I
would fubniit for the prefent, he would make
‘a point of bringing me in at one of the others. - .
1 have gool reafon, indeed, to believe,  that the
Doctor trequently fpeaks of thefe inftitutions as
being totally fubfervient to his withes and com-
mands. Dr. Lettfom, at length before the inter-
view, ended, condeicended moré than once,
placidly, to inquire, * what would fatisfy me?”

I teld
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I told Him that it was then too late to withdraw
his letter, as it had circulated pretty generally;
burt that I thought I had a.right to expeét he
would take nofurther fteps againft me, and that in
particular, having been informed of his inten-
tions of promoting a plan for the raifing a large
fum of money to make new fubfcribers, I trufted
he would give up thofe ideas, and fubmit the
event to the fair and regular choice of theold
fubferibers. '

He laughed at the idea of the large fum of
money ; confefled that he had faid in a joking
way to a friend of mine, that one thoufand
pounds would be fported, but that it was with-
out meaning, and concluded with obferving,
that there was then a paper on the table, to
which be pointed, fubmitting to him a propofal
for making a number of new votes, but which
could not be done without his affenting to fome-
thing which was required of him ; and this pe
had refufed ; he added, that he had made no
perfonal  applications ; had fcart':ﬁly {een. Dr.
Meyer fince the publication of the letter ; and
that, if he was even difpofed to offer bim the
affifance of his purfe, be would not accept of
it. -In fhort, before we parted, the Doctor was -
fo civil to me, that I flattered myfelf my inter- .
view had been produttive of the defired effedt,
and that he would not further interfere. The
appearances were on the whole fo favourable,
and the gentleman who accompanied me was fo:

“much
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much of that opinion, that I was induced
to haften to the different printers, in order to
corret an expreffion in one of my advertifements,
which was rather fevere, and which, if it had
been permitted to continue, might have proved
an excufe for the {fudden revolution of, conduét
which fucceeded it.  In a day or two afterwards
I was juftified in reftoring that expreflion, for
fuch was Dr. Lettfom’s duplicity, that, not-
withftanding all hjs civility, his apparent indif-
ference with regard to Dr. Meyer, and his

queftion, ¢ What would fatisfy me ?” more
- than once repeated, he exprefled himfelf much
difpleafed, on the fucceeding day, at my having
threatened him, as he termed it, in his own
houfe; faid, that he was determined, in confe-
quence of it, to take the moft active part againft
me, and intreated feveral perfons to afflift him
in the effetual accomplithment of his defign,—
Five hundred pounds at one time, a thoufand
at another, and, laftly, the fum of three thou-
fand, were all fpeedily boafted as being in readi-
nefs, if required.

So intent was Dr. Lettfom, at this period,
upon the objet ; and, as it would feem, fo de-
termined to punifh the offence, which upon fur-
ther reflefiien he found 1 had committed, that
he attended at the various committees for re-
gulating. Dr. Meyer’s elettion, He was alfo
heard frequently to fay, during the canvafs,
that he would at all events make certain of the

election,



ey

ele&tion, however great the expence; and with
that smodeft forbearance, which is his pecoliar
characeriftic, exulted to fome of the old Gdver-
nors, who were my friends, in this commanding
fuperiority. Infpired with the ideas of victory,
he thought of little more than the field of bat-
tle, and occafionally entertained his friends, {
am told, by comparing his money to a nu-
merous and well equipped regiment of foldiers,
himfelf being the general. To what a pitch
muft his imagination have been heated, when
he fancied himfelf ornamented in the mardal
drefs, ready to take the field; one Jfpecies of va-
#ily, towhich he had before been an entire ftran-
ger! To his great credit, however, be it fpoken,
his charity foon got the better of his heroifm,
and, conceiving it difhonourable {(no man being
nicer in points of honour than the Doctor) to
attack me with a body of troops, fuperior in
number and difcipline to mine, thought it more
equitable, confidering my profeflion, to exert
his medical, rather than his martial fkill. He
therefore, it 1s faid, humoroufly compared his
guineas to golden pills, 300 of which he pre-
icribed for me, as the firft dofeon the day of
cleCtion, #o be occafionally repeated, il the
effells were fully produced. 1am forry, in this
way, to interrupt the principal circumftances of
my narration, but thefe remarks of the Dotlor’s,
if they were really made by him, appear to
sonftitute fo good a fpecimen cf the flight {mat-

tering
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tering of wit which forms 2 part of h;g, cha-
Pré'fsf'them. Befides, they may aﬂ’ord fome
little relief, pr:vmus to the attentiony which
will be required i in the more ferious rciahlﬂn of
whar. is to. fmllﬂw |
]_m:ae._ flj_“lﬁ of mnn;:y to be employed ragaln‘ﬂ:
me, - I perfevered in. my applications to the dif-
ferent {ubfcribers, and ftill flatrered myfelf wich
fome profpect of fuccefs, elpecially as many of
my friends, though they highly difapproved
of the principle which admitted it, had declared
their intentions of becoming fubfcribers, if necef-
fary, on the day of election to ferve me.

About a fortnight previous to the eletion,
feveral perfons, who had a good opinion beth
of Dr. Meyer and: myfelf, propofed a plan,
which they thought would not only prove be-
neficial to the inftitution, but fatisfactery to the
candidates and their friends: this plan was, that
an attempt fhould be made, if the Governors
at large acquiefced in the pmprlery of the mea-
fure, to elet both. The terms fuggefted
were the following : That as the falary was far
from being the principal inducement, it fhould
be divided between the two, and thus the ex-
pence of the charity remain as if one only were
elefted : that in confequence of fuch indulgence,
the friends of the Candidates fhould be anfwer-
able for three or four hundred new f{ubfcribers,
whi ich would tend very much to the advance-

ment
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ment of the inftitution, and would effectually
remove any objections on the part of thofe Go-
vernors, who were defirous of an acceffion of
money from the ufual courfe of the election.
It was obferved, that although fome had flat-
tered them{elves that 600 1, or 8ool. would be
gained by the conteft, yet, that 3ool. or 4001
with the prefervation of harmony and unani-
mity, would be preferable; that the bufinefs
would be better done, and would be much ea-
fier to the Phyficians themfelves. For my own
part, I readily approved of the idea, and it
feemed agreeable to fuch of my friends alfo as
had an opportunity of hearing it. I was not a
little furprifed when I found, that upon its be-
ing ftated to Dr. Lettfom, he had totally re-
je&ed it. Had it been carried into execution,
the diffenfions which have fince taken place
would have been avoided, and there would
have been fuch a co-operation of interefts as
might have proved bighly conducive to the
welfare and permanency of the inftitution.

But this did not accord with the confe-
quence of Dr, Lettfom. Under fuch circam-
ftances he would have gained no victory. He
would not have appeared in the elevated fitua-
tion of Vice-prefident at a contefled ele&ion.
He could not have exhibited his éundle of bank-
siotes, or his banker’s check-book., He would
have loft bis /ead in the Difpenfary. He there-
fore trampled on peace to gratify his vanity, and

D from
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from too great an anxiety and rathnefs in extend-
ing his conquefts, has probably laid the founda-
tion of future difobedience in all his zerritories *.

There were many of the fubfcribers of the
Finfbury Difpenfary, indeed, who, on the firft
appearance of Dr, Lettfom’s letter of recom-
mendation, were fufficiently aware of his mo-
tives ; they declared, with an independency of
{pirit, worthy of imitation, that they would not
permit him to diftate to them; and fome, to
whom he was quite unknown, confidered it fo
great an infult, that he thould prefume to nomi-
nate their Phyfician, that although otherwife
difpofed to ferve Dr. Meyer, they determined

on this account to oppofe him,
The eyes of all, it is to be hoped, will now

be fo far opened, that in every future election
they will exercife their own judgment, and not
{ubmiflively bend to the inclinations of an indi-
vidual , for if his numerous contributions to the
Difpenfaries be really conneéted with charitable
motives, he ought, in {trict propriety, to be more
cautious in prefuming upon them, and fhould
by no means expe¢t a return by having the
office of Phyfician or Surgeon at bis difpofal.
‘When money is publickly lavifbed, by a man in
a profeffional fituation, his motives are always to
be f{ufpected. Real charity and benevolence

* By the Dotor’s territories I mean the various difpenfa-
rick at which he has exhibited himfelf in the elettion of

officers, &c,
demand
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demand no other return than the fatisfa&tion of
the inward man. They are always filent,” and
delight not in the' parade of patronage. Tbheir
delicacy is fhocked by the applaufe of the mul-
titude, and their very exifience totally extin-
guifhed by the puffs of a News-paper.

Thefe reflections naturally lead to a confi-
deration of Dr. Lettfom’s conduét on the pay
oF ELEcTiON, which will form the moft inte-
relting part of this little narrative. Moft of the
facts hitherto mentioned reft on the authority
of individuals. They can only derive weight,
or have their due influence, in proportion to
the credit which different perfons may be dil-
polfed to annex to the reprefentations -of my-
felf, and a few others. It is poffible, therefore,
that affertions may be tmade with a view cither
to difprove them, or weaken their force,—
But it is very different with the fcene which will
now open. This was a public exhibition. It
excited an attention from its novelty, which
only ferved to heighten the difguft, occafioned
by the reprefentation, and rendered the im-
preffion fo forcible, that it can never be totally
obliterated. Never before did an individual
exhibit himfelf in fuch a variety of charaters,
obvioufly incompatible with each other.

Dr. Lettfom, by his avowed oppofition to
me, and by his declaration to different per=
fons, that he was determined, by the force of

| DT "~ mongy,
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money, to carry his point, was highly improper
for any fitvartion in which impartiality and ftriét
 juftice, swith regard to me, were required. He
notwithftanding exhibited himfelf in the cha-
racter of judge, by filling the chair at the elec-
tiony a meafure fo very unprecedented, and
fhockingly indelicate, ‘that moft of thofe who
were prefent exprefled their furprife, and many
immediately refolved carefully to watch his
proceedings, - Never did the Doétor, in his ex-
ertions for popularity, fo ftrangely miftake his
ground ! The parties concerned are invariably
excluded, if not by their own feelings, by the
fuggeftions of others, from all fitvations in which
an impartial decifion is required ; and where could
fuch a decifion be more neceflary than from the
chairman or prefident of a contefted election ? Tt
feemed ftrange, therefore, that Dr. Lettfom,
although a Vice Prefident, fhould be permitted
to take the chair, when the Treafurer of the
Difpenfary, and various others, not only of
charater, but of moderate fentiments, were
prefent.——A few perfons, indeed, conceived that
he meant by his moderation and impartiality to
atone for his former conduét 5 but we fhail foon
find to what an extraordmary pitch he agora-
vated it. - Behold him then feated in the chair,
in the prefence of a refpectable number of the
{ubfcribers to the Difpenfary, with his fon, a

boy, apparently of twelve or thirteen, at
| ' his
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his elbow, (excellent leffon of bumility!) ready to
aflit him in the fkilful management of the
means, by which he was to obtain fuceefs.

- It was not fufficient for Dr. Lettfom that he
thould be a witnefs to the. overthrow : he was
determined. to be the principal agent, by which
he unfortunately degraded himfelf from the cha-
racter of Judge, toonelittle thortof that of Execu-
-tioner 3 for without the flighteft civility or refpeét
to the numerous fubfcribers who were waiting to
give their votes, and feveral of whom were imme-
diately obliged to go into the country, or were
called away by particular bufinefs: I fay, without
rezarding thele, totally unmindful of decency
and good order, and in diret violation of the
rules prefcribed on fuch occafions, he fpeedily
occupied the ballating glafs, and, with an in-
conceivable dexterity, proceeded to call over a
lift of proxies, for each of which he gave a vote;
but which proxies had neither been paid for, nor
the receipt for the money, according to the ufual
cuftom, produced.

The impartial Prefident little fufpected that
this equitable method of proceeding would have
been called in queftion. It was enough for him
that a guinea fhould afterwards be paid for
each of the names at his leifure; but however
convenient or ingenious his plan might have
proved, it was fo unprecedented, that feveral
perfons objected to it, and infifted that a receipt
thould be produced with each of the new proxies,

before
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before any of them could be confidered as votes.
The fimple form of objeétion, or difapproba-
tion, was inadequate however, to the effett.
An act of violence only could reftore things to
their proper channel. A gentleman, whofe con-
du¢t was highly .applauded on that occafion,
was in fact only able to intercept the communi-
cation between the Prefident’s band and the glafs,
by forcibly placing his hat over the latter. The
Doctor, provoked at any meafure which feemed
levelled at the dignity of bis purfe, gave
ftrong indications of pafiion and difpleafure
and drawing from his fide-pocket a bundle of
Babk-notes, to the amount, it is believed, of
2000/, dafbed them on thé table, in the mott in-
fulting manner, obferving, that' if they fhould
not prove fufficient, his Banker’s Check-book was
ready to fupply the deficiency *. He haughtily

* Some of my readers may be anxious to know what por-
tion of the zoool. was charitably depofited by the Doétor
in the fund of the Difpenfary. From the opening to the
clofe of the ballot, independent of thofe who had fubfcribed
from time to time from the declaration of the vacancy,
more than 500 guineas were received for votes, in favour of
Dr. Meyer, the greateft part of which, it may be at firft
fuppafed, from the grand exbibition by Dr. Lettfom, was
furnithed by him. It is believed, however, that the part
which he contributed was exceedingly trifiing, (I underftand
not above a few pounds,) and that Dr. Meyer was himfelf at
no {mall expence; for which I am forry, and fhould have
been happy if any explanation on my part, or that of my
friends, could have been made with propriety, fo as to have

called

prevented it
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called upon the fpeétators to remember that he,
with a few others, had founded the inftitution,
and wifhed they would be unanimous in one
caufe, which he called the caufe of charity. This
would not fatisfy them. They thought them-
felves called upon to revenge fo great an infulr,
and the whole became a fcene of uproar and
confufion : fome of the friends even of Dr.
Meyer, joined in the cry of fhame.—The tu-
mult, however, at length fubfided, without any

of thofe rafh afts of perfonal violence, which
are liable to occur on fuch occafions, but which
are always beft avoided.

The perfevering Doctor, regardlels of thefe
public marks of cenfure and contempt, and
lofing fight of every thing but the prize in view,
feemed rooted to the fpot, and continued in his
dignified fituation. What an admirable difplay of
fortitude ! —Where fhall we find the man who
would bave maintained his ground fo #odly?

My readers may eafily anticipate the event
of the eleftion. To be brief, the charitable
Doctor, however much be might lofe Zimfelf,
gained Abis point, and happily, without the af-
fittance of his Banker’s Check-book ; for my
friends, at the fight of the 20001. although con-
vinced that the Doctor produced it more in zer-
rorem, than with any idea of bringing it inta
real ufe; yet being {ufficiently aware, that infti-
gated by pride, he would have exhaufted his

| ' whole
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whole fund rather than have been defeated in
his end, thought it much better to oblige him
at an eafy rate, than by imprudently lavifhing
the little ftock they had in hand, make his
triumph ftill greater, ,

In fine, my friends and myfelf were not in
the leaft {urprifed to find, at the clofe of the
ballot, . that there appeared for Dr. Meyer 8§85
votes—for myfelf 319, of which 294 were old
fubfcribers, 20 new ones only having been made
in my favour, and four of thefe, through ac-
cident, not having voted. |

So fully fatisfied were we with our condu&,
and with the conviction that the majority of old
fubfcribers was in my favour *, that never, per-
haps, was the lofs of an election lefs felt by the
uniuccefsful candidate or his friends.

At the end of the meeting, Dr. Lettfom,
conltious of the ftriking impropriety of his con-
dut in his capacity of chairman, attempted to
apologize, and exprefled a with that the whole
of the bufinefs fhould be forgotten, — Being
aware, however, that the affair would be pub-
licly talked of; although I was fatisfied of the
approbation of my more intimate friends, yet
conceiving that thofe lefs acquainted with me
~would be backward in believing that any man,

* By examining the books of the Secretary, in which the
names of the o/d Governars, who voted, were marked, they
were found to amount to 520, 294 of which having been in
my favour, gave'me a majority -of 62, .

after
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“after the profeffions which he had made to me,
could be capable of fuch a condu&, I made
known my refolution, that the various circum-
ftances relating to the eleftion fthould not be
pafled over in filence, but that I would make
the whole of them public in print.—QOne of my
friends immediately requefted that Dr. Lett-
fom would inform the meeting, whether he had
not faid to me, that he would not publickly in-
terfere, as he had formerly difpleafed the Gover- -
ners by.deing fo?  Upon his remaining filent,
I related the different proceedings in as few
words as poffible, in order to give him an oppor-
-tumty, before he quitted the Chﬂlt’, of defend-
ing himielf. |
He neither denied nor explained the charges
of duplicity, which I alleged againft him, 4l
though an anfwer to them was repeatedly called
for, and had the fatisfaition at length of leaving
the room, amidft the murmurs and moft ftriking
marks of cenfure and difapprobation of many
that were prelent.
Such has been the conduét of Dr., Lemtﬁ::m

in the reprefentation cf which, I can fafely de-
clare, that there has been no exaggeration, nor
wilful intention of exceeding the bounds of
{trict truth and propriety. Having throughout
the whole been fo much on my guard, as to take
down in writing, an accurate account of moft of
the circumftances,immediately after the time that

E they
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ON THE

BSSY A B L 'S B MR -E

New Finfoury Difpenfary,
I N

Saint John-ftreet, Clerkenwell.

HE eyes of the fubfcribers of the Finf-
bury Difpenfary having been fully opened

by the very glaring abufe to which moft infti-
tutions of this nature are liable in the elettion of
officers, evinced by the recent example which
has been mentioned, a fele€t number of them,
affifted by fome other gentlemen of refpectable
charadter, immediately refolved to inftitute a
New Difpenfary, with fuch laws and regula-
tions as would effetually remove all the evils
complained of. A plan of this kind has ac-
cordingly Been carried into execution, and the
Difpenfary already opened for the relief of the
poor. The encouragement which it has met
with has been fo great as to furpafs the moft
fanguine expectations of its firlt promoters, and,
if a judgment may be formed from the perfeve-
rance, abilities, and connexions of many of the
gentlemen who have interefted themfelves in its
E 2 {uccefs,
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fuccefs, there can be little doubt of its being
" flourifhing and permanent.

It was propofed, and, indeed, intended, at
one time, to fix it either in Holborn or Hatton-
fireet, but it appeared on confideration more
eligible to adopt a fituation as near the center
as poflible of the different diftrits, at which
patients are to be vifited at their own habita-
tions; and, as Iflington and Holborn coniti-
tuted the two extremes, it was thought that St,
John’s-itreet, Clerkenwell, would be the moft
convenient place; which has therefore been pre-
ferred. . The title of the New Finfbury Difpen-
fary, and its vicipity to the Finfbury Difpenfary
in Saint John’s-{quare, have induced fome of the
gentlemen connected with the latter to fuppofe,
that the new one has been inftituted in direét
oppefition to the other, and with the expecta-
tion of its complete ruin.  Such fufpicions, I
may venture to affert, are without foundation
for, although the firft idea of the new eftablifh-
ment originated from the difgult at the condu&
of Dr. Lettfom, and, although fome of the fub-
{cribers of the old one have determined in future
totally to fupport the new, which muft at prefent,
in fome degree, weaken the refources of the for-
mer, and thus far imply an oppofition, yert,
there are others among the moft zealous fup-
porters of the new plan, who fill mean to con-
tribute to the old one, from the conviétion, that

the number of diftreffed obje@s is fo great as to
furnifh
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furnith employment, and full encouragement,
for both. This will be more generally the cafe,
fhould the old Difpenfary follow the example
fet by the new one, of corretting the abules
before ftated, in the election of officers, and
in guarding againft the undue influcnce of indivi
duals. .

As there are feveral of the {fubfcribers to the
old Dilpenfary, who, from the offices which
they hold in it, and from other circumftances,
muft be much interefted in its welfare, and to
whom I feel myfelf particularly indebted for
their friendly condudt, it gives me fome con-
cern that the new one, to which I have been ap-
pointed Phyfician, fhould excite fo great an
alarm among them, and that they fhould, in the
lecter to their fubfcribers, which has been haf-
tily circulated, endeavour to imprefs them with |
the idea of a direct oppolition, and of the moft
hoftile meafures. I muft again declare, that the
promoters of the New Infticution are actvased
by honourable and benevolent motives. They
admit that the two Difpenfaries may be fo far
confidered in oppofition, that the one, which is
the moft perfet, or beft regulated, will, in all
probability, be moft generally preferred; but
that, as the one will always have the opportu-
nity of adopting any falutary regulation made
by the other, a balance may be eafily preferved,
while the management is entrufted with proper
perﬁ:ns. They are willing to allow, that they
expect fuperior advantages from their new laws,
o ' efpecially
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efpecially if thefe are not adopted by the other;
but they never intend to encourage any unfair or
improper method of injuring the Old Difpenary 3
and are very far from fuppofing, that the ruin of
it 1is neceflary to the eftablithment and fuccefs
of their own. This Inftitution, from the tun-
common fupport which it has already met
with, they believe will be flourithing, whatever
may be the condition of the other; nay, if it
fhould even be more liberally fupported than
before.

Whatever may be the event, there is one
confideration, which muit be fatisfattory to all,
that the poor, the objett of both Inftitutions,
cannot poflibly be injured by the additional
efizblithment ; for, if one only thould maintain
its ground, they will ftill derive the fame advan-
tages as before ; if both fhould fucceed, the re-
tief which they will experience muft, of courfe,
be more complete and extenfive.

It would be no difficult matter to prove, that
the greateft utility may arife from two Difpenfa-
ries in the fame neighbourhood, provided it be
populous, and that the number of labouring and
mdigent perfons be great, which. is certainly the
cafe in the diftricts included by the two Difpen-
faries in queftion.

The perfons who are chiefly entrufted with
the management of the bufinefs will be thus
rendered more vigilant 3 ceconomy will be more
cavtioufly ftudied; abufes will be no fooner
committed than corrected, and the medical atten-

dants
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dants will be more a&ive in the difcharge of
their duty. The torpor or lethargy, which is
{o frequently connelted with the idea of fecuriry,
and which is often produtive of ruin, will be
effectually obviated; and, if a propricty and
moderation of conduét be preferved, the two
Difpenfaries may in time be murtually ferviceable
to each other. Inftead therefore of any diflike
or averfion to the new Inftitution, the friends
of the old one fhould rather promote its inte-
refts, as their donations and fubfcriptions will
be more cautioufly and ufefully applied than
formerly 5 and, although there may be fome
degree of ' competition, yet, as we fhall co-
operate in a {fimilar delign, the good effects of
which will be fenfibly felt by the poor, it is to
be hoped, that thofe fentiments of oppofition,
which have been fo ftrongly inculcated, will
be diminithed or removed. It fhould be recol-
lected alfo, that part of the refources of the new
Difpenfary will be derived from perfons who,
although charitably difpofed, yet, from the dif-
tance at which they refide, would never pro-
bably have contributed to the old one, which is
one reafon, among many others, to prove that
both Inftitutions may be well {upported.

The promoters of Difpenfaries in general
contend, that they cdnmot exift without the
money arifing from the new fubfcribers, who
are permitted to vote at the different eletions..
The friends of the New Finfbury Difpenfary
are of a contrary opinion. They with to pre-

ferve
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