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( vi )
med regione, in illuftrem fuum or-
dinem me afcribere non illepidum
duxerunt. Dum enim fermone La-
tino in hac prafatione utor, non
pofflum non egomet audire unum-
quodque verbum proprio quodam
oris fono pronuntiari, et fimul ac
ad Anglicum devenerim illum quo-
que mihi efle peregrinum =que pa-
tefiat necefle eft. Quapropter hifce
deterritus incommodis hanc honoris
occafionem recufare aliquandiu con-
filium erat: verum etiam cum, ad
alia converfus, hujus nobilis inftituti
finem, necnon in noftre focietatis
officiorum fun&ione ordinem affue-
tum refpicerem ; f{imul reputarem
plurimorum officiorum me femper
effe neceflario immunem, penitus
otiofum remanere non honeftum vi-
{fum eft; et rei experimentum facere

decrevi,
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decrevi, ne denegatio, hofpitem tam
liberaliter receptum, aut negligentiz,
aut rufticitatis, viderctur arguere.
Loco igitur clegantis dicendi rationrs,
vel accuratz in recitatione pronun-
ciationis (quam nemo nifi dum ver-
naculam Joquitur linguam tencre
poteft) fpero vos, Socii, Auditorelque
ornatiflimi, hanc qualemcunque ob-
temperationis {ignificationem, nec-
non defiderii rem medicam pro viri-
bus promovendi, veltra affueta faci-
litate et indulgentid accepturos.—
Qui hanc le&ionem inftituit, vir exi-
miz virtutis fummaque erga homi-
nes benevolentiz, id fibi propofuifle
videtur, nempe ut medicorum men-
tem ad utilem quandam exercitatio-
nem multo magis quam ad {plendi-
dam orationem incitaret. Verborum
enim ornatus fepius ad modum

quam
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bear a ftill greater proportion to our other
infirmities, becaufe neither the mind nor
the body can be long affeGed without
occafioning that change in the circulation
which is generally called fever. For want
of accurately diftributing cafes into one or
other of thefe two claffes, fevers have been
thought, upon a fuperficial furvey, to be
the moft common and the moft dreadful
of difeafes. It is not perhaps furprifing
that fuch an opinion, erroneous as it may
be, fhould have been adopted: the in-
creafed velocity of the blood is a circum-
ftance of fuch magnitude, that it might
well engrofs the attention of phyficians,
Aftonifhed at its effe@ts on the various
fun&ions, at the difturbance it creates in
the fecretions, and feeing it accompany
moftof thofe cafes thatterminate unfuccefs=
fully, they naturally bent their thoughts
on this phznomenon ; looked upon it as
alting the chief part in our difolution ;
and therefore defcribed its various forms
under a multiplicity of names, every one
of which refers to this alteration in the
fanguiferous fyftem. But what we may

B2 rather
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fition. We are not acquainted with the
form under which this goddefs was repre-
fented ; but from an infcription found in
Tranfylvania, it appears that her titles
were divine, boly, and great, So prevail-
ing has been that propenfity of giving to
fevers a fupernatural origin, that even the
purity of the Chriftian religion has not
entirely preferved us from fome fuper-
ftitious taint in that refpect ; feveral paf-
fages having been adduced out of the Holy
Scriptures, to prove that they are an
inftrument of the divine vengeance.
Had thefe learned men been poets, and
taken their quotations out of Homer’s
1liad, all would have been well ; but they
were profefiional interpreters of the divine
law, and therefore we muft endeavour to
forget their extraordinary ftretch of its
holy fpirit.

Hippocrates having, like his prede-
ceflors, admitted Aeat for the f{ubftance
and caufe of fevers, naturally enough
eftablithed his diftin&ion of them on its
different degrees of intenfenefs, and gave
to the feveral fpecies which he obferved,

B4 names
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flight mention of Celfus, or the few frag
ments preferved in Galen’s works.

A man endowed, like Galen, with great
powers for invention and rcafoning, could
not content himfelf with barely afierting
that the Jear of the heart conflitutes fever
he, therefore, laboured to conceive and ex-
plain the manner in which fuch a change
happened ; but as it would be trefpafiing
on the indulgence of this fociety to enter
at large into fo fpeculative and fo ufelefs
a difcuffion, I fhall confine myfelf to the
refult of his inferences ; by which it ap-
pears, that he underftood two modes of
generation for this morbid heat; the firft,
when the innate heat, from fome caufe or
other, acquires that degree of intenfenefs
which he calls 7gneal ; the fecond, when,
by the admixture of pusrid fubftances, the
heart grows inflamed. Thus, without
departing from his definition, he admitted
the ancient axiom, *¢ that all fevers arife
from putridity,” into fome fhare of ac-
tion. Amidft this cloud of fanciful
thoughts, firange reafonings, and obfcure

expref.q
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expreflions, one might, without any great
ftretch, difcern the foundation of our
moftly-received modern divifion of fe-
vers into inflammatory and mervous ; not
that I mean to hint, that this opinion
of the moderns has been formed on the
authority of Galen, nor that they have
been in the leaft led to it in confequence
of his writings, but only to obferve, as a
fact rather remarkable, that by paths fo
very diftant from one another, and by
a train of reafoning fo widely different,
the eccentric fpeculations of the one, and
the accurate obfervations of the others,
have brought them both to nearly the
{fame conclufion. As an admirer of an-
tiquity, I might be tempted to leave
Galen in the advantageous point of view
in which this accidental comparifon has
placed him; but the profecution of the
plan I have traced, and to which thefe
leGtures are an introduction, requires that
I fhould mention the three genera of fe-
vers he eftablithed, viz. the epbemera, hu-
moral, and be&tic, with his manner of ac-
counting for their diffcrent charalters, be-

caufe
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however, prove alfo epidemic. Thefe are,
in his own words, ¢ the fcarlet fever,
pleurify, baftard peripneumony, rheuma-
tifm, eryfipelatous fever, the quin{y, and,
perhaps, fome others,” Contrary to the
notions of the ancients, who confined the
name of fever to thofe difeafes in which
there is no particular affection, he looked
upon the fever that accompanies thefe
complaints as the primary difeafe, and on
the fymptoms from which they generally
derive their names, as the confequence of
either the peculiar manner of the crifis,
or of the part principally affeted. The
caufes of epidemics he attributed to the
air, thofe of the intercurrents to peculiar
difpofitions.  But having found, after
carefully watching the conftitution of the
atmofphere for feveral years, no connec-
tion between its manifeft qualities and
the genius of difeafes; on the contrary,
having repeatedly experienced that years,
perfetly fimilar as to the manifeft tem-
perature, gave, neverthelefs, rife to very
different complaints, and wice verfi ; he
was induted to adopt the extraordinary

opinion,
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bid particles with which it may happen
to be corrupted, neither can remain for
a long while in an ative ftate, nor {pread
extenfively. Befides other reafons for this
aflertion, it may be f{ufficient to mention,
that Dr. Prieftley, to whom this intcreft-
ing branch of natural philofophy is fo
much indebted, obferved, that the moft
unwholefome kinds of air fent him from
different manufalturing towns and work-
fhops, had, by fome means or other,
brought themfelves, during the journey,
very near the common ftandard. If that
is the cafe, when it is pent up, a much
fhorter time muft effetuate its purifica-
tion when it has a free communication
with the general mafs. It has been
imagined, that the velocity of the earth,
in its double motion, may be the caufe
of great internal revolutions; but fince
this velocity, immenfe as it is, never va-
rics, it may, with greater reafon, be con-
fidered as deftitute of influence in this
refpect.—As to ‘the alterations which the
earth receives on its furface from the dif-
ferent works and undertakings of man,

thefe
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thefe feldom are fo confiderable as to af-
fect the air in any degree, and never fo
fudden as to produce any great and imme-
diate change. The earth may, therefore,
be faid to be in a paflive ftate, and to de-
rive, from the various influence of the fun,
thofe differences in her atmofphere, which
render it, at times, pleafant and whole-
fome, at others, comfortlefs and un-
healthy. Upon the whole, there is no
manner of necefiity to fuppofe occult
qualities : the manifeft ones, varioufly
combined with the different difpofitions
of bodies, and other circumftances, are
fully fuflicient to account for all the fe-
vers in which air is concerned. Indeed
Sydenham feems to have thought fo him-
felf, when, lofing fight of his fyftem for
a moment, he delivers it as his opinion,
that moft fevers are occafioned by co/d;
that more lives have been loft by its ef-
fects than by the plague, fword and famine
together ; and that both fationaries and
intercurrents are frequently caufed by its
action ;—upon which, forgetting his ori-
ginal idea, that fevers are infinite in their

D2 varieties,
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fpecies in his nofology; and thefe being
colleted from feveral authors, moft of
whom would give them names of their
own, fimplicity is foon out of the queftion.
Belides, contrary to the etymology of the
word, he extends its duration to three or
four days, fo that it is no eafy matter to
diftinguifh it from the fynocha. Fortunately
the diftin&tion is not here very material,
as the genius of both is allowed to be
much the fame; but when you come to
the fynocbus, of which he mentions no lefs
than fourteen forts, the names by which
they have been f{pecified often imply a
total diverfity of charater: and under
that load of difficulties and contradi&tions,
the {tudent, after many hours of applica-
tion, is at a lofs to recollet what genus
of fever he fat down to read,

Many learned phyficians who, in the
courle of their education, have thought it
their duty to make themfelves acquainted
with every fyftem, but who, after delibe-
rately weighing the matter and the manner
in the fcale of experience, judged it necef-

fary to make the former the conftant fubject
D 4 of
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of the nervous fluid. Thus it appears,
that if he did not, like Erafiffratus, fix the
feat of fevers in the increafed motion of
the arteries, he confidered that circum-
ftance as the only criterion of its exift-
ence; and, like Fernelius, from whom
perhaps he had taken the idea, looked
upon /entor in the fluids as the proximate
caufe of that increafed refiftance in the
capillaries, to which he attributed the
three great leading {[ymptoms of all internal
fevers. This way of proceeding was not
likely to be produétive of many fpecies :
in fa@, he reduced thole he found eftablith-
ed to a much f{maller number. — His
fyftem, fupported by the clear energetic
manner in which he explained it in his
le¢tures ; by his unbounded reputation as
a pratitioner; and, afterwards, by the
immortal commentaries of his great pu-
pil, became the univerfal theme of every
fthool in Europe,

There was, however, a cotemporary of
his, not lefs diftinguifhed than himfelf
by great medical acquifitions, who en-

deavoured
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haave, that in every fever there are three
principal circumftances, fhivering, velo-
city of pulfe, and heat; into one, no lefs
liable to exceptions, viz. that every fever
has a ftate of debility, of cold, and of
heat: he afferted, in addition to that
maxim, that every fever, of more than one
day’s duration, confifts of feparate, and, in
fome meafure, repeated paroxyfms: in op-
polition to many writers, he confined the
length of each paroxyfin, in its moft ex-
tended form, to lefs than twenty-fourhours,
in confequence of a fuppofed {ubjetion of
the animal cecconomy, in all its operations,
to a diurnal revolution. For the caule of
paroxyfms, he afligned the fpafm of the
fmall arteries, with a proportionable effort
in the conftitution to remove it; derived
from the different degrees of violence in
the {pafm, the reafon of intermittent, re-
mittent, and continued forms of fevers ;
maintaining with Sydenham, that fome-
times fevers of a very continued type be-
long to the clafs of intermittents ; whilft
others, with feparate and repeated pa-

roxyfms, are of the con‘inued fort: and
looked
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looked upon this fpafm as the effe® of
fome noxious power applied to the body,
which he fuppofes to arife either from
buman or marfh efluvia, both of which he
reckons of a debilitating or fedative quali- -
ty, and originating from putrefcent mat-
ter ; from which it follows that this train
of fuppofitions and facts, notwithftanding
his difregard for ancient authority, brings
us back to the theory anterior to Galen,
that all fevers come SJrom putridity. Thefe
are the principal outlines of Dr. Cullen’s
fvftem of fevers; not lefs remarkable
for the ingenuity with which he ren-
ders it plaufible, in his manner of un-
folding its principles, and applying it
to the different forms of fevers, than
for its effets on the mind of its cele-
brated author; who, from a degree of
partiality, greater than paternul, for this
adopted child, has been induced to think
it equal in mifchievous power to Pandora's
box, has, therefore, acquitted morbific
matter, plethora, cacochymy, even cold,
in a great meafure, from the fhare of

guilt
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LECTURE. Il

HOEVER refle@ts on the diffe-

rent manner in which it has been
attempted to explain the nature and caufes
of fevers; on the ingenuity with which
almoft every {yftem is made to appear pro-
bable at firft, though eafily found infuffi-
cient afterwards; muft find it extrenﬁly
furprifing, that, notwithftanding the vi-
gorous cfforts of the feveral writers that
have been mentioned, fo great and fo
many difficulties fhould ftill remain un-
furmounted. It is not yet decided, whe=
ther the feat of fevers lies in the beart, ac-
cording to Galen ; in the brain, as Morn-
ton will have it ; in the mefentery, if you
believe Baglivius ; in the pancreas, accord-
ing to Sylvius; in the {mall ramifications
of arteries, as many moderns fuppofe ; or
in the flomach, as a confiderable number of
practitioners are inclined to think : nei-
ther is it afcertained, whether the caufes

of them are mfinite and obfcure, as it pleal-
E ed
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riety of fentiments : in the intermittent, for
example, the guotidian is rejeted by fome,
and the double tertian {ubftituted inits place;
whereas, others not only admit the guo-
tidian, but alfo a double quotidian, a double
and friple gquartan, and a femi-tertian ;
which laft, though fuppofed to have
three fpecies by fome writers, is denied
to exift at all by fome others. Parox-
vfms of a longer interval, of five, fix,
feven days, a month, even a year, though
generally looked upon as anomalous, are
not, however, without advocates for reck-
oning them regular fpecies. Malignant
fevers, the very mention of which excites
fear, and which make fo confiderable a
part of the hiftory of difeafes, are not ac-
knowledged as fevers by fome authors;
and by others, of very great eminence,
are refufed the leaft right to the title of
malignity. There is no end of fimilar
inftances of confufion in claffes, and of
contradictions in chara@ers : but the moft
remarkable of them all, in my concep-
tion, is thatin a f{yftem, which teaches,
that all fevers originate in a few caufes

E 2 ultimately
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ultimately reckoned putrefcent, no place can
be affigned, it is faid, for putrid fevers.

From fuch a flverfity of fentiments in
theory, a reader, unacquainted with the
pratice of phyfic, would naturally ex-
pect an infinite variety in the methods of
cure. On this point, however, it happens
fortunately for the good of mankind, and
the credit of the profeffion, that the no-
tions of phyficians, which in fpeculation
are fo much actuated by an eccentric and
divergent force, acquire on a fudden, in
the moment of altion, a remarkable ten-
dency towards uniting, as if under the in-
fluence of a common attractive power.
For, excepting a few, like Lobb and Cluz-
ton, in this country, who, fuppofing all
fevers to have but one principle, employ-
ed a2 particular method of their own, and
adhered to it in all cafes, practitioners
generally apply their modes of affiftance
uniformly, and follow the fame indica-
tions much in the fame manner.

Is there, then, no connection between
theory
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theory and praltice ? no ufe in ftudying
fyftems which are generally formed for
inftruction ?—Secondly, Is there no pof-
fibility of placing this fubject in a point
of view equally favourable to practice and
theory ? — 1 fhall endeavour to an{wer
thefe two queftions. In the firft place,
when a phyfician compofes a fyftem, he
naturally wifhes to diftinguith it from
preceding ones by fome appearance of
novelty. Imagination is more fuccefsful
in producing novelty than experience,
and is, therefore, oftener applied to; but
when health, when life, is in queftion,
the importance of the truft does not per-
mit him to follow any other guide than
his judgment. Hence it may not be
furprifing, that the fame perfon, being
placed in two fituations fo different,
thould think differently. It is alfo to
be confidered, that fymptoms, however va-
rious in number and degree, imprels on
the mind more diftin&, more precife,
and more lafting notions than caufes ;
which, being always more obicure, and
generally lefs important, lay not fo great

E ;3 a IG~
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a reftraint on reafoning, leave a greater
fcope to the fancy, and, confequently,
produce more fluGtuating fentiments.—
For thefe reafons, tzbeory is not fo nearly
connetted with pradiice as, for the im-
provement of the art, it could be wifhed ;
and, therefore, fyftematic writers may be
faid to make an exception to the com-
mon maxim, ‘ that the beft part of an
author is in his writings.” At the fame
time it may be obferved, that, befides the
propriety (not to employ a {tronger ex-
preflion) of making one’s {elf acquainted
with the prevailing opinions of thofe
men, whofe fortune it has been to ingrofs
for a while the attention of candidates, to
direct their thoughts, and, probably, to
influence their practice, many advantages
refult from ftudying their works. The
very motive which impels them to de-
dicate their leifure to contemplation, and
to explore the myfterious origin of difs
eafes, is commonly productive of fome
difcovery ferviceable to the art. In the
fame manner that ¢bymifts, in their re-
fearches after an univerfal remedy, have

found
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found out feveral which, properly admi-
niftered, remove many diforders, and, col-
lectively taken, are beneficial to all ; the
various modes of explaining fevers, which,
feparately confidered, are infufficient, will,
perhaps, one day, by their united afiift-
ance, enable us to extra& from them a f{a-
tisfactory folution, It is not improbable
that we might, by this time, have been
brought nearer this great point, had fyf-
tematic writers followed the method of
navigators ; who, in the profecution of
arduous attempts, prudently avail them-
felves of the obfervations and errors of
their predeceflfors, and, by this two-fold
advantage, afcertain at length the true
fituation of their obje@, and the fafeft
way to it, But the defire of diftinCtion
which, more or lefs, prevails among all
ranks of men, feems to a@ with fuperior
power on phyficians : their with of con-
tributing to the advancement of the art
is too often fubordinate to the deflire of
increaling their own fame. This exclu-
five paflion, which, it is to be hoped,
never influences their private conduct, 1s
' E 4 eafily
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eafily perceivable in their writings, and
prevents their availing themfelves, fo
much as they might, of what has been
done by others. Hence the great dif-
ference of opinions, the intricacy of
the fubject, the difficult attainment of
ufeful knowledge—in one word, the flow
progrefs of the fcience.

With regard to the fecond queftion,
viz, Is there no poflibility of placing this
fubjet in a point of view equally favour-
able to practice and theory, and thereby
eftablithing a connection between both ?
—I cannot help thinking it not only pof-
fible, but even lefs difficult than might
be {uppofed, from the great diftance at
which they have been hitherto kept,
Many reafons incline me to believe, that
Sever is no difeafe in itfelf ; that, in all
cafes, it is fymptomatic of fome affection ;
and that it never is primary or effential.
Where the difturbance of funétions points
out the feat of the diforder, fever is una-
nimoufly called fymptomatic; but if the
part affeCted is not obvious to the fenfes,

1t
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fuming feveral years in that fort of con-
templation, the fludent, upon leaving his
books, and coming to a fick bed, either
finds his memory at a lofs to refer the
cafe to any recorded inftance, or his judg-
ment embarraffed in trying to underftand
it, from the confined principle which he

has been taught to confider as the caufe
of every form of fever ; whereas, if in-

ftructed to look upon fever as a fign of
fome particular or general affetion, and
accuftomed to take fymptoms as his guide
for difcovering the efficient caufe, every
cafe will fupply him with opportunities
of applying his notions of #heory to prac-
tice, and of deriving from the one fome
rules of condu& for the other.—Should
the fpecioufnefs of accuracy, which the
plan of botanic arrangement of fevers un-
doubtedly carries with it, render fome
people averfe to reje@ing it, they might
reflelt, as has been fuggefled before, that
there is no foundation for fuch a fimila-
rity ; that the eflential requifites of like-
nefs are wanting in this comparifon ; that
it is a mere imagination, deftitute of fub-

ftance.—
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flance.—Botanifts having collected eigh-
teen or twenty thoufand plants, from dif-
ferent parts of the globe, and obferving
in their fize, in their frame, in their flow-
ers and leaves, conftant marks of fimila-
rity, or evident lines of diftinction, natu-
rally thought of facilitating the acquire-
ment of that fcience, by dividing thofe
numerous productions into clafles, fami-
lies, orders, &c. with a reference of every
fpecies to one or other of thefe heads.—
In doing this, they proceeded upon a fure
ground, and worked upon a certain, de-
cided, pofitive fubje&®, which, excepting
very few varieties, may be faid to be, at
all times, conftantly one and the fame.
But phyificians, in endeavouring to difiri-
bute fevers in fimilar clafies, labour under
unfurmountable difficulties. If it is pol-
fible to eftablith two or three general
claflfes, it is abfolutely impraticable to
fubjet fpecies to any tolerable regularity.
From age, fex, mind, body, habit, diet,
circumftances, and accidents, they are,
and ever muft be, fo different, and fo nu-
merous, that every cafe may be faid to

be
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perience clearly contradié&s fuch a fuppo-
fition, is equally ineflicacious in direéting
inftruction towards its only ufeful end.
Reducing the number of caufes, when
the effects are infinite, is an unlikely
means to produce attention to a number
of circumftances on which fuccefs com-
monly depends. On the contrary, it con-
fines the thoughts within a narrow circle,
and prevents their extending themfelves in
a manner proportional to the boundlefs
operations of nature. T'hat effuvia from
morbid bodies, impregnated clothes, and
moift ground, are a prolific and powerful
fource of fevers, does not admit of a
doubt ; but it is equally certain, that fe-
vers of this tribe are generally confined to
people of a certain defcription,”whofe fitu-
ation, in point of air, diet, exercife, clean-
linefs, and amufements, keeps them for a
long while perfect ftrangers to the com-
forts of life, Thefe fevers muft, there-
fore, have a great fimilarity, as arifing
from one caufe ; they muft fpread ra-
pidly, the communication being almoft
immediate; and their treatment muft be

nearly
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nearly uniform.—If any ingenious writer
thould think fit to fee nothing like mor-
bific matter in their caufes, but in his
public le¢tures thould teach, that a noxious
power, applied to the body, occafions a
fpafm in the capillaries, which fpafm
creates fevers : if he fhould prefer the ex-
preflion of noxious power to that of morbid
matter, and choofe for an inlet into the
conftitution the pores of the fkin, which,
for the greateft part, are commonly cover-
ed, rather than the tubes leading to the
lungs and ftomach, which are always
open ; and by thofe predilections in terms
deny to vitiated fluids any fhare of acion
as a caufe, or to mufcular fibres the fufcep-
tibility of any material alteration in tone,
but refer the* whole mifchief to a dimi-
nution of the energy of the brain; the
only anfwer to {uch particularities is, that
the languages of civilifed nations admit of
various modes of exprefling the fame thing;
and that the difference of mental organifa-
tions lead to a fimpler or more complicate
mode of explanation for the fame appear-
anccs.  But (hould he fuppofe that fome

F particles
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againft'which mankind have been accuf-
tomed to guard themfelves, contradicts
general experience: and, by referring every
phenomenon to the fame proximate caufe,
reduces the varieties of Nature's opera-
tions to a fancied regularity of which they
are not fufceptible. It leads from one
{peculation into another, requires the help
of feveral fuppofitions to appear confiftent,
and, when all this is granted, does not
bring us much nearer the point towards
which all fyftems fhould be direted, I
mean eftablithing a conneétion between
theory and practice.

Since the pra&ice in fevers does not,
like their theories, occafion a great diver-
fity of opinions, the moft likely method
of rendering theory ufeful, is, to deduce it
from the modes of cure generally efta-
blithed. It is equally rational, in endea-
vouring to difcover their individual na-
ture, to proceed from what is known to
what remains undecided. Both thefe pre-
mifes induce us to confider fever as a {ymp-
tom, which many caufes occafion; and
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not always ftopped by reft and refrefha
ment.—The {malleft drop of the variolic
poifon being inferted under the cuticle, ex-
cites, after a few days, a violent and dan-
gerous fever, which does not abate till
the greateft part of the humours, which it
has aflimilated to its own infetious nature,
breaks out upen the {urface of the body,
and ceafes to irritate and offend the more
important vifcera.—The cutting of a pen,
accidentally received into the lungs of a
child, occafioned, for more than a year
afterwards, a fever, attendgd with fizy
blood, and other marks of #aflammation,
which never left him till he luckily
coughed up the irritating fubftance, upon
which he immediately grew well. From
thefe few fa&ts we feem therefore autho-
rifed to affert, that the fluids, the folids,
the nerves, and even the mind, are fufcep-
tible of various alterations that produce
fever: and if, in a variety of cafes, fever is
proved to be {fymptomatic, what induce-
ment is there to think it effential in a
few ? Is it not more confiftent with the
methods purfued in other {ciences to judge
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of what we know not, from what we
know ; and, reafoning from analogy, to
prefume that the fame caufes which, in
moft inftances, are determined towards
fome particular parts, producing peri-
pneumonies, pleurifies, &c. are fometimes
carried through all the mazes of the cir-
culation, cccafioning inflammatory con-
tinued fevers? that the fame matter which,
being fixed on the tonfils, brings on a ma-
lignant fore throat, when remaining uni-
verfally {pread, caufesa putrid fever ? that,
in the fame manner that a folid fubftance
irritates the nerves, incorporeal caufes may
affect the mind, which is their invifible
principle ? and that, from the different
modifications and combinations of thefe
great caufes, arife a multitude of fpecies,
too great for defcription ?—This manner
of confidering fevers, befides the reafons
that induce me to think it the true one,
is attended with feveral advantages; it
explains a number of anomalities ; recon=
ciles dfferent opinions; at leaft derives
fome ufe from every one of them ; it con-
nes theory with praclice, fimplifies, in
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