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MILITARY REGULATION OF VICE IN INDIA.

ONE PENNY.
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INTREODUCTION.

The speeches of Mrs. Andrew, May 24th, 1893, and

Dr. Kate Bushnell, June 1st, |‘m:_, given in this pamphlet

leli . ; Hall, London, the other

at the final meeting of the Women’s Liberal Federation at
Holborn Jtm f]'il]

Our British Committee reprint these speeches in this form
with the view of ]'-‘:l‘.tl:lf_'[ something brief in the hands of
rr_;uh_-*::a who are anxious to have a few precise facts on the
Only a portion of the whole 11'1'-_L]L is here given,
ywever, but enough to stimulate enquiry and throw some
|' [ on tl'.lf' Imatcrer.

] is desirable that our Abolitionist friends should have a
conception as to the authority responsible for the
e practices here n‘.'.;llnzt_"l taking place in India.
as an Association, exist to endeavour to abolish
ation of vice by ‘-._=1-.~ State, or by any governmental
hﬂi it must here clearly understood that
one Cantonments Act was repealed in consequence
Resolution of Parliament on the sth June, 1888,
another Cantonments Act was immediately passed, and that
: been made under it by which with the “':5 and con-

e of the :‘.1.—.51:1:'_'« authorities it has been found possible
intain 1n full force all the cardinal elements <L.1~1 most
ly objectionable teatures of the old system. 'In a
' : English soldiery 1s as much patronised,
tected now as it has ever been.
We can easily conceive that an evasive answer would be

eiven by the Military Authorities to our charges. It would
be claimed, no doubt, that the (_,.|111.-:J:'.'.1.r}.r1.‘r5~ Acts were
repealed, and that in view of the presence of the

consequences of vice among the m.’).r._lrt'l.' it was deemed
ry to endeavour to combat disease. All such sophisms
have been met and exploded in the past, and are familiar to
those who have followed fJ'J" agitation. Ewven if there
may have been some shight modifications in the Cantonments
\ct, or 1n the methods j ywursued, we have still to oppose the

essentials of the regulation system by wh

1omsoever practised,
viz., the enforced personal examination of women, the
registration, or licéensing, of men, and their compulsory
etention in hospital.




The subject women of India must, n ct, be removed
from the control and surveillance of the Military Authorities,

ect of the Abolitionist

T = -
: | ¢ SETITTIR Tt i l=¢ 7 i
Al10n O A6Ndla, dIE 10T J|||1} 13':'._. I "-._3

- . v L . .
1 L3 i P (e -2 < 2
| at 1, King S stminster), will aftord

s to those who desire them. In the
le eall of our two Ladvy Comimissic

I .l.:-_-_l'.' COIMMuUnNICAtions WiLDl IIlyoell

personal attachment, afiection and confidence

narrated., I refer to this n

reader, and their testimony to the most careful and thoughtful
consideration of every lover ot Justice.

JOSEPHINE E. BUTLER.

1atter in order that 1 may very

warmly commend these noble women to the goodwill of the



SFEECH BY MRS. ELIZAEETH W. ANDREW.

The resolution whic ]1 Mrs. 'l':.]"f’ul‘t"'l W. Andrew spoke
to at the Annual Mee -of the Ladies' National Association
for the Abolition L'Jl EL.'.L'\_, Regulation of Vice, on the
24th May, 18g3, at St, Martin's Hall, was as follows :—

¢« That this meeting regarding the existence of the State
“* Repulation of Vice in any form as:—
““ A violation of the Common Law, and consequently a
“ sentence of outlawry ]m.--zm.lmzrl against women ;
“ A denial of the Unity of the Moral Law, and an
“ encouragement of vice; and
A ‘.jr*u.lr mistake, and a danger to the public
1y l|n.;| :

‘“ Hereby records its continued hostility to the system in

“any form; and renews the resolve to maintain constant
‘ vigilance against its reintroduction into Great Britain; to

“ use every effort to obtain |::-;t-r:Li1‘c: abolition in India and the
“ Crown Colonies; and further, as far as possible, to help
““ the Abolitionist movement on the Continent of Europe and
“in our self-governing Colonies; and requests Mrs. Butler
““* to sign a memoria ] conve 1|rr these expressions to the
¢ Primne Minister, Her "".Tr je 1Lx g L'~-:-: ret taries of State for India,
“ and the Secretary to the Treasury.

Mrs. EvizapeTH ANDREW (one L*r[' the two ],;Ll:'::.' Com-
missioners to India to i‘1'-;ﬂ.;55.|,i.~;.'tlr the Regulation System)
said :—Jesus, when He uttered that pr 'L"lI' to the Father
before going over the brook Kidron, on the eve of going out
to trial and to death—that prayer for his n]..-c11‘.|lf..1 and all
who should afterward believe on Him, said these wonderful
words that have come again and again to me as I have thought
of this evening: “ For their sakes I sanctify myself.” We have
been asked by friends in England many times since our
return, ** How did you have the courage to go to try to make
the enquiry at all? How could you go on, ‘week after week,
looking into these things; yet your cou Irage e did not fail you? "
I can only answer you :lm] them to- night by these words of
our blessed Lord and Master. He sanctified himself that
His followers ** might be sanctified through the Truth,”
that is, ¢ set apart.” Wae felt that we were, through His
Spirit, * set apart " to do this thing. You may be sure that
we never said to the British Committee that we were willing
to go until it had become all clear to us upon our knees.
We knew that there was trouble in India—sore, sad trouble ;
and we knew that if these Contagious Diseases Acts were
going on still, under those delusive new Regulations, there
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must be women down in these abysses of misery and
degradation ; and worse still, native heathen women down
there because thrust there by men who were the representatives -:_J"
Christian nation. So we felt we must go and see what was the
true state of things. But you mayimagine the difficulties of
two women i1n such an undertaking; brought up in a land
where we do not see a soldier unless we happen to be in that
part of the country where they are stationed. 1 have
scarcely seen a soldier once in five years. They are on the
frontier, or they are being trained in the academies, but we
do not see them. You know, perhaps, that we hear and see
very little of military matters in our country since the close
of our Civil War.

And so to go to India, to look on the military system, to
hear a language we knew not, to work in a country whose
customs we were not acquainted with, was very difficult.
And you can well understand that there were days when the
way seemed dark. There was a month of closed doors, when
we did not see how to go on. We sought advice, and had
the best that could be given us by a confidential friend in
Calcutta, to whom we had taken letters of introduction
from friendsin England. But even this advice failed utterly
when we put it to the test, because it led us straight away
into the civil lines instead of into the military lines ; and this
would have defeated our purpose.

We went to Agra, and we sat down, as it were, before the
fort. Never can I forget those great high walls, seemingly
so insurmountable, and the deep moat at the foot. We
looked at that fort, and it representated to our thoughts the
system into which we were trying to penetrate and whose
secrets we sought to know, high and deep and difficult.
During this time we learned what we could of the customs
of the country, and we were patient and waited upon God.
Then there came a day when we felt it must be settled,
The winter season was passing away, and the heat was
coming on, when it would be impossible for us to work : and
we had learned enough also of the military system to know
that many of the soldiers would soon be on the march to the
hills, there would be a breaking up, and our way would he
more difficult. So we set apart a day for prayer and fasting
that God might show us what we could do, and what was
s way. What solemn times those were! I remember
saying to Him—* We want nothing but ##ke fruth ; but Lord,
let us have the truth about this!” We had seen enough
already to know that the Regulation system was being
carried on in so secret a manner as to make it difficult for us to
get inside it. It came with clearness to us that we were to
go to a friend in a neighbouring city, who had lived in India
for years, in whose discretion and unusual powers of judgment
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saying to Him—* We want nothing but ¢ke ¢ruth ; but Lord,
let us have the truth about this!"” We had seen enough
already to know that the Regulation system was
carried on in so secret a manner as to make it difficult for us to
eet inside it. It came with clearness to us that we were to
o to a friend in a neighbouring city, who had lived in India
r years, in whose discretion and unusual powers of judgment
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and helpfulness we had the utmost confidence. We went to
this friend and laid the matter before her. She said, * I see
no way ; it seems to me an impossible thing that you should
get this information.” Nevertheless she was willing to help,
and put all the power of her mind into the question. She was
of the greatest service to us in making us feel at home in our
surroundings, and in teaching us a few valuable Hindustani
i:':'1I'El‘._'~f_':'-'-. 'l"l:rmuf;h her ]1qu;| we ot an []1t{1rl}r{:1{;rv ~-One
among several true Christians who aided us in our work.
We started out, and, summoning all our courage to go into the
heart of the matter, drove to the Cantonment and to the Lock
Hospital. Here we visited the women and talked with them,
although we were not permitted to pass the inner gateway,
for the dhai, or nurse, said the doctor would be angry i
she allowed us to come in. Then we went from the Lock
Hospital to that dreadful abode of sin, despair and misery,
which is called in India the *chakla,” right within the
Cantonment, only a few steps from the Sudder bazaar or
central trading place of the Cantonment. The chaklas were
not “ contiguous to the Cantonments,” as we had seen stated,
but #nside the Cantonments. In every one of these great
military divisions which we visited there were precautions
which we had to exercise. We knew it to be a secret
system ; we knew also there was a Cantonment regulation
which gives the Commanding Officer authority to expel any
person from the Cantonment without stating any reason
for it, if he should choose to do it. Therefore we knew
that with the deep feeling there was on this subject, if it
were known what we were doing we should be summarily
dismissed from the Cantonment. So we asked direction
from God day by day at starting, whether we should go up
to the Loock Hospital or to the chakla first. We asked Him
to protect us from meeting those who would be enemies to our
work and inform against us. And He did most wonderfully
protect usin thisway. Timeaftertime we visited places where
those who would have opposed our work had only just gone
away. We were shown clearly and constantly that our way
was being opened and guarded by God Himself. In this
way our faith grew as the testimony grew ; as we realised
that we were on the right track, and that God was protecting
us in all things. So we went on with greater and greater
courage, and towards the last we could gather as much
evidence in one day as we were able to secure in a week
when we first started, because we became accustomed to the
military system, and to the customs of the country.,

Now I have thought it would be more satisfactory to you,
and would at once allow all to see the track we followed, if
I should give you a description of the places we visited and
the surroundings of the women. 1 have thought it best
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therefore to group these habitations, these chaklas, under
three heads:—

In the ten Cantonments we visited, there were, one may
say, three kinds of methods by which the women were housed,
and the arrangements of the establishment carried on.

[. In certain Cantonments the women were practically
housed all together under one roof. The Cantonments
under this head were Lucknow, Amritzar, Bareilly, Sitapur,
and Benares.

[1I. In other Cantonments, the women were gathered into
chaklas in different parts of the Cantonment, regimentally
placed. These were Meerut, Mean Meer, Rawal Pindi,
and Umballa.

III. The Cantonment where the women were in one street,
but under different roofs, was Peshawar.

[. In Lucknow the chakla is an extensive building. In
some places the walls are 200 feet long and 12 feet high. In
other parts of it, especially a certain distance along the line
of the railway, the wall is low. But passing along still
farther, from the railway side, you would look up to where
the wall seemed to be 12 or 15 feet high, with only little
windows, very high up. At another portion there was a
gateway, where the brick wall was low. All around the wall
inside were single rooms, numbered. 1 counted 33 on one
side. There were two courtyards. We went through a
narrow passage into one of these at our first visit, and the
women gathered around us immediately, though surprised to
see respectable women there. They conducted us to a
mortar seat built around a tree. Then they came, dragging
“ charpoys,” or native beds, that others might sit down. At
one time we counted 37 women around us. We asked if
there was a mahaldarni (the woman superintendent) there.
Immediately an old woman came forward and said she was
the mahaldarni. We asked, ¢ Who built this place for
you?" The woman said, “ The Government.” We said,
““ Does the Government own it now?” They answered,
¢« No, the Government have recently sold it to a Mahom-
medan, a native,” and they mentioned his name. Then
we asked the mahaldarni whether she received regular
wages, and she said * Yes; ten rupees a month.,” ¢ Who
pays you?" ¢ The Cantonment magistrate.” The woman
told us another mahaldarni was present, pointing to her, and
we said to her, ¢ Have you any salary?"” * Yes, ten rupees
a month.” * Who pays you?"” ¢ The Government.” * But
who pays you; where do you go to get your money? " ** To
the Cantonment Magistrate.” (See Appendix B.)

The women poured out their hearts to us, and told us how
they came to be there. That one talk was similar fo scores
which we had; they were constantly ready to give us their
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confidence because we came to them with sisterly kindness.
As we talked with them, we learned more and more of the
condition of things. There was a native watchman inside
on this occasion 1n uniform —a ‘* chakidar.” He had a belt

on, with a metal [=-|-'|1I', on which was engraved ¢ Chakidar

Cantonment,” or Cantonment 'ﬂ'.‘ltr-i::||:|,:'|, or guard. He was
on guard. We asked the women, “ Is there a cuard here
regularly 7" And they said, ** Yes; they are changed every
few hours.” We aske I, ©“ What is the capacity of this
building /" They answered, ** There are a hundred women
here now, but the place will hold 150, or even 200 when other
regiments come, bringing their women with them.”

The Amritzar chakla comes next under this division: a
1ttle r'|"-u:"rl,|.|-' place with mud walls surrounding it, and
only a few rooms. There were n and a mahaldarni
there. The mahaldarnitouk one-eighth ot the girls’ earnings.
She had no "-;.-_ll ity fron 1{1|-x--||u.|--|1|. but the rf|||ﬂ. had to pay
two pice to her out of the four annas which they usually
received. (See Appendix A and B.) Four annas are less than
four pence, becanuse the rupee 1 worth not over 1s. 4d. or 1s. 3d.
and a fl';;c:[in-n, and it takes sixteen annas to make a rupee,
Yet this mahaldarni earns her living by taking one-eighth of
these wretched women's receipts. (See "-.|1 endix A and B.)

At Barellly we found a large a_mJ in two divisions
surrounded by mud walls, with l:_'.JIlIL:.'i.i'I'.:..-i in the centre.
There we also saw a Cantonment w Lt:‘,i::n;n: inside, in
uniform. The rooms were built in the same manner to
which I have previously referred, being f*f‘.-rhlrm"h':'l agrainst
the wall. Each room was twice |'.|1|:1i:=-1'u-:1-—r.-‘.‘.cl an English
and the other a native number. The small numbers were
the registered numbers of the women, they assured us; the
larger numbers were the regular Cantonment numbers
required for every house ; every Cantonment house must
be numbered, being under |]I. itary rule. At Bareilly we
endeavoured to take away a miserable woman, past middle
life ; the most miserable woman I ever saw in India. The
girls called our attention to her, as she had once lived with
Christians, and even in that horrible place was still called
‘“ a native Christian ! * and they ask ed us to take pity on
her, because unless they had shared their foo:d with her she
must have starved. They told us |;r::-~.\' she was beaten, and
kicked, and knocked down when the soldiers came in drink.
and how they called her ¢ Grandmother,” and treated her
so cruelly because she was too old to please them. They
to us, ** Take her awav ; she is so wretched.” She was
gaunt, 2-‘-*1':(:-'-%'('}'&:3,:ll‘.-cisl-':-'lll'ttiu:il-. herdespair. Wearranged
to go aiter her in the evening, but we had :li]ilr.:11.11.'|1.1 getting
to see her at all. The space near the entrance of the chakla
was crowded with English soldiers and officers, There were
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_ of native women as prostitutes for the use exclusively ot DBritish
A ation of such women at prescribed periods vy European or Native
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1ell, in in newspapers as to results of investigations by Mrs. Andrew ana
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ing ‘“that any such state of things exists as thus report

ne, add
) to caith reported that Mr. James Stuart, M.P., and Mr. Walter
tish Committee " has :.':.i';f' evidence of the truth of the statements,
evidence consists not only of carefully prepared statements of eye-
————| ticket, provirg that the vicious system of registration of women,

sWing 1n 18g:2.

mittee ' has held several sittings at the India Office, and has taken

wdia. It is understood that the reply of the Indian Government,
xpected in this country about the end of July. The Report of the
1) « Fase of Commons, and become public 1n due course.

ce of oState Regulation and Sanction of Vice have ncver rested
YSsuch an immoral system, it may be well to quote the
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mahaldarni said was full. She and the women assured us
that the 51r1119r~. was owned by the Government, and that
they lived in it rent free. In the regimental chakla, not far
from the Sudder bazaar, we found the women in rooms re-
sembling barracks. T ented to

» the commanding officer,

ey said their

Lnnem

one rupee to one rupet and four annas per month, each.
The last chakla we wvisited, namely, the Artillery chakla,

consisted of rooms on the narrow native street.

At Mean Meer the women also spok of their hatred of the
examinations, I:}|--!.|-L--!'|:-_;'-» |Jf':-1.;||:'--;||--_ ;a.l]'l:r"ln". .-ill.:'-.']..'l-\'.
towards them, and of the miseries they were su ‘1|n cted to in
the carrying out of the w vick d ¢ ystem. They also ul 1 us of
111:-:' poverty. They f\h' s their f'::.r-".n_‘i::r-:, and we sym
pathise \!. with them and went on. What could we do! Can
"._l:']] Lr'l ..... { how it tore our 15 these women w [..'_] | WEED
and -n]- .'|!rm|.:] us? Often they would say, “ Take us with
you; we will go with yvoun anywhere in the world.” DBut we
could not take them. It was impossible, not only because ol
the lack of Rescue Homes within reach, but also because ol

the strongly entrenched power of the system of slavery under
wh v groaned, Then on to Rawal Pindi, a huge Can-

tonment far up the north-west frontier. We visited seven

haklas there., The women simply seemed innumerable in
one that we went through; it was alley after alley,
courtyard after courtyard. There was a oreat massing of
soldiers there at time because of some |;1~.r-;wi;1::e.;’;
in the country, which we did not understand. The whole
Cantonment seemed alive and astir. We :|‘."!'--" from place
to place. In the Sudder bazaar we fo |.n d t women whom
we visited living right over the J,..,,.h n siest thorough-
fare. These were set apart for the B ':is=l; soldiers. We
also visited the chakla for the native troops. The women
here congratulated themselves that they were not brought
under the strict 1L;l- 'S .'l"e'.h"'i'.l-_;' to the women belonging to
the British soldiers ; for they were not -'-;u‘.|":;e-'i.--- to go to the
L.ock Hospital exce |1l when the mahaldarni sent them. The
native physician of the l ock Hospital corroborated lJIJ.‘-. and
said only the women set apart for British troops were obliged
to go to the Lock Hospital regularly for examination.

From that, out to l|'_-e: Infantry chakla, which consisted
of rooms built around an open space; single rooms facing
on a l.'||';_{|- open courtyard.

Then the Artillery chakla; a most wretched place, mud
walls surrounding it. Only five women were in these dreary
quarters. We went there twice, and could not find the
women at home first ; but we found :h:-n': in the evening.
The mahaldarni they said was there to protect them from
the cruelty and rudeness of the so i:-m especially when
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\lexander passed

to the conquest of India. We were told by a iritish soldier,

and by others, of the hatred of the people here tor the

soldiers. The chakla was formed by a street
at richt angles with 1ts ramincations. The
ld us Zil:.l all th haklas had been :-rn;i{-dfl

hat all the degraded women of the Cantonment
had been gathered here. L door in this awiful street
and native numbers, one

AL . There

was twice numbered, wit
a small number—a tin plate

were also large tin ]J'::i'.-::- a

inches in diameter, and

o
T v

on these were large English numbers. We asked of three
lifferent times what these large figures

Separate gl mps

meant, and they told us in each case that they COITESDO 1ded
d number ot the women. We tound the

revolt against the system of regulation.
imagine how difficult it was to know what to sa
e women? We went with sympathy in our hearts,
but what could we say of ho ' Over and
over again we asked, * What can we do lor you ¢t Never

=

e and comiort

did they ask for money, t

1ough we knew they were in great
straits and often wanted flor Ereacd. [hevy alwavs said,

«« Pray for us: " or they said, * Remember us when you go

try to help us, and have hom
i

back
oet rid of these shameiul examinations.” And oiften
folded their hands together and prayed to the only ( |

] m to help us to help them. May God help

SPEECH BY DR. KATE C. BUSHNELL.

The resolution to which Dr. Kate C. Bushnell spoke at the

Women's Liberal Federation meeting on the 1st june, 1693,
at Holborn Town Hall, read thus:

i« That this Council expresses approval of the appointment
¢ of a Departmental Committee for the reception of evidence
« regarding the new Cantonment Acts in India.”




| Subsequent] following resolution was substituted for

the one quoted above, which was not deemed sufficiently

Council, bearing in mind the resolution against

n regulating wvice, which was unanimously

™
‘* adopted by the House of Commons, on June sth, 1888, and
‘*“ iIndignant that under t Last |!:::|'=, Cantonment Act and

‘““ Regulations, 188g, th on of June, 1888, is evaded

“ and frustrated, thanks the Government for the appolntment
“of a Departmental Committee to inquire into the matter,
L the Government to take all necessary steps for

“ carrying out the vote of the House of Commons, and resolves
‘““to use every practicable means to secure the .'||1i‘r|':Li¢-‘
“ throughout the British Empire of all such Acts or Regula-
““ tions which strike at the [undamental liberties of h._;|1|.. 1

This amended resolution was carried '.]*|;1:1i']*.:.'_|,-.i:..' ;1|‘_:’_
enthu ~;3;‘.~‘l1'{'.'1i"=.-'

Dr. BusuNELL said :—

As 1 H‘-I-II rstand the situation, I can be of most service
morning by making it clear to you that there is
abundance of evidence to L.r-*.'-.f.- that the resolution of the
House of Commons, which was ]'I{"-.-ule n the year 1888, has
been set aside and ignored by the military officials of En»’!l;l.
I do not know of any stronger point to prove this in a
general way than a statement that has been '-.'c.'_'_'c recently
put in print by a Major-General of the Indian army in this
document which I hold in my hand, the * Am ||:-1| Report 5f
the Army Health Association,” published in Meerut, India,
at the end of the year 18g2. He refers to the recent dis-

nere tl

cussion that took place before the Decennial ."-.['lré:«luu.!'_:lj-.
Conference held in Bombay. f'-.h,:-f_:l of you have read in the
hat has been said 1 con "'”]1 regard to the

action of these missionaries, 'l.'.'l:l-! first passed a re w.f:u| 1tion comn

demning the State regulation of vice, and then withdrew that
resolution for technical reasons. The {':g.r-i_-:f,;,-”-; In_:lu!;r.'. in the
main have not felt that the technical reasons were sufficien
for the withe - so important a resoclution. (Ch
I'his Major-General, =-'|u.'L'-:i‘-|-= of that resolution, l'u;Lru_';:: the
position of Indian officials—some of them, at any rate—
upon this point, and his conception of :E-w position of the

)

T

IJ'-i_"...-; {jm 'l'-‘]'ll"L at large. H says, ‘‘ An attempt was
3 "'1}ll_t L]L'f:cu['|1-|luf1|1.|
E"-} l:.{ out reme .ull measures at present practicable.’
15, he asserts that when the Decennial Conference
emned or proposed to condemn State regulation of vice,

cond

that was an effort on the part of that Conference fo hamper
the Indian Government.  (**Shame!"”) Now would it ham per
the British Government here in England for this or any

other Association to pass a resolution condemning the State




regulation of vice? Does it not prove the position of
the Indian Government with regard to the State regulation
of vice when a condemnation ot State ‘_'v,_;‘l'-'lL'L-'I' tends to
hamper the Government? Itseemsto me that this statement
of the Major-General shows that the position of the Indi:
Government with regard to State regulation of vice is :L:L
the same as that of the British Parliament. I also wish to
l'r:'|1-1.:.'-1141';a:e: the fact that we have evidence—the evidence of
our Own 'f,'\.'l"-c—'.l] relation '-_-:_; this matter. I am speaking
now more particularly with regard to tI:c l'.-'~'].~iLsLl:q in India.
which were 5:11]111[5:3{_-_’_ to have been hed—the Lock
Hospitals—after the passing of the resolution in the year 1888.
I have to tell you this morning that I could produce a
“ Report of the Lock Hospitals of the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh,” printed by the Indian Government in
the year 18go, two years after the passing of the resolution of
the House of Commons. (*Shame!”) My friend, Mrs.
Andrew, and 1 visited ten Cantonments in India in order
to look into this matter. I want it to be clearly understood
that from every one of these we brought evidence that
the resolution of the House of Commons was being
disobeyed. The Lock Hospitals, as they were called by
the Gover

iment of India in their own publications, were,
spon after tl ]*-’v-»m g of the t'--:rrln'.ie.'n:a_ called i1| other
documents the Cantonment H-'H"‘.-;"']i-:. The first name
was the Cantonment Lock Hos 11.[< : ':1:1‘. they took out
the word * Lock.” Instead of bearing the term Lock
Hospital they were called LEu: Lm 'm.._m“ Hospital

101

i

for Contagious and Infe 15 Diseases. [ hold in
my hand an extract from another « -rnm:-::t document,
which was sent out in "mm 1 Iu T, ‘.H.f.:, l-}‘ the Secretary of
the Military Department of the Government of l|‘-’ia This
Ll.JL,l.I.]{.LI refers to L..:_,‘-:L, 'f_,rL itonment Hospi itals, and states
that ¢ it is very desirable that the rules for the man t_-.:m{:l_t
of these Cantonment Hospitals should be nm%ii:n‘. in such a
manner as not to give a legitimate cause of offence to
vespectable persons suffering from contagious and infectious
diseases.” Does not that statement prove that these Canton-
ment Hospitals which, it 1s claimed, are general hospitals,
have been reserved really for one purpose? For they are
instructed that respectable persons suffering from even
cholera and small pox shall not be removed to these
hospitals. It is impossible this morning to read all of this
c‘u.c::m.f'r'l. but it shows conc 11-»11013, that the Canfonment
Hospital is a hospital for disreputable women. We visited
ten Cantonments, and in every one we found a Lock
Hospital, and we found it by simply directing our cabman
to drive us to the * Lock ][.]:—.]::-llr.lj,” or * disreputable
woman's hospital ” (Hindustani), and he knew exactly which




18

hospital we wanted. In four of these ten Cantonments we
studied carefully the annual report of the hospital for the
year preceding the one when we were there—for 18g1. In
sach of these four reports, although. the hospital was called
“ The Cantonment Hospital for the treatment of Contagious
and Infectious Diseases,” we never found a single case of
infectious or contagious diseases recorded as treated there,
excepting those diseases to which disreputable women are
liable. Then again, in nearly all these ten hospitals we saw
the Registration List of degraded women living in the
Cantonment, who were, of course, not all in hospital at the
time. What has a Registration List of degraded women to
do with a hospital, unless it is a Lock Hospital, for the care
of such women as these—a care which extends beyond their
confinement in hospital when 117 We could have produced
here for your inspection this morning an original Registration
Ticket on which the health of the degraded woman is certified
to by an examination which took place only two days before
we secured the ticket in the month of February, 18g2.
(See Appendix D).

As to these examinations we found that they took place in
every one of the ten Cantonments which we visited, and tha
t]:_.-}'v were compulsory, on the evidence ot the degraded women
themselves, their mahaldarnis, the nurses of the Lock
Hospitals, native policemen of the Cantonment, native
physicians of the Lock Hospitals, and on the evidence of the
records we found in the hospitals. (See Appendix C.)

i Y

b}

APPENDIX A.

Evinexnce of Governmental Regulation of Vice in :"._l'l]:'t:u'}'
Cantonments is found in the fact that the rate of pay is not
proportioned to the attractiveness of the prostitute, but to
the rank of the soldier. While women living outside the
Cantonment, and those consorting with native soldiers,
receive a variable sum. So far as our inquiry went, we
found a uniform rate for those consorting with British
soldizsrs. As the privates far outnumber the cofficers, the
woman of shame receives the pitiful sum of less than four-
pence (4 annas) as her usual pay. To what excess this
cheap vice tempts the young soldier and dooms the native
woman who is haunted with the prospect of starvation, the
reader may imagine.

Reference to A ppendix B will show that, out of this pitiful
rate, the girl must pay one-eighth (sometimes one-fourth) to
the Mahaldarni, and meet the cost of rent (in some cases),
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In the hands of the Mahaldarni of the Highlanders
Regiment, Rawal Pindi, we saw autograph letters of
recommendation ranging in date from April, 1837, to
November,.18g1, and signed by British Surgeons, Co lmn
Quarte rmasters, an d other officials. They styled her
“ Superintendent l:ui Prostitutes,” stated that * few nuh.l'!-::‘..-:
were in the hosj :]LA ], while the women were under her care,”
and one of them, that she had accompanied and taken care
of the women * on the march ' satisfactorily.

The Mahaldarni of the Infantry Bazar chakla, Rawal
Pindi, showed certificates ranging from 1875 to 1685
signed by British Colonels, Majors, Surgeons, and others.
They styled her *the head womarn of the brothel,” * the
superintendent of the brothel,” and as * having charge of the
brothel.” One LL1|.L| cate spoke of her as having been in
charge of the * Regimental brothel of the 4th Battalion
Rifles,” and was signed by the Colonel.

At L ~u;l-1-nw we saw the following certificates, &c., in the
hands of the two Mahaldarnis who were discharged during
our visit to India :—

=
r"

i . has supplied the 2nd Derby Regiment 1.":l1:|

Il1c1~1. tutes for the past three years, a1 id I recommend hex

any other regiment requi ring her for a similar capacity.
Gl Quartermaster,

¢ ¥ I |
E Regiment.

¢ Tucknow, 2 JLI'I QJu_hI:Il'Ik.,t' “"“:j. &

¢ Mahaldarni of the Sudder Chakla, has been
known to me three years, and has always done her work
¢ well,

¢ 0 M.S., Staff Surgeon.
D . 12th March, 188q9." ;
¢«« —__ Mahaldarni, yth Lancers, you have not brought
“ your women from - and . You will have to do
«it or the Colonel will think you have broken faith, as it is
« now fifteen days since you received your appointment,
e . Sta aff Sur EE0n.
6th June, 1886."
These documents written by British officers, sufficiently
indicate the Mahaldarni's duties. Comment 1s unnecessary.

APPENDIX C.

At 7.35 a.m., Monday, February 8th, 1892, we (Mrs.
Andrew and Dr. Bushnell) went to the Sudder Bazar,
Meerut, and to 1':u_. neichbourhood of the Lock Hospital.
The women in gaudy apparel were assembling, for it was




mnenation. day. A tall native policeman ~1[JJL1 about,
apparently to keep order, and an unusually large number of
policemen were in front of the police thl ion situated
obliquely opposite across the street, The girls sat in grou pm

r_.l.lml.. the gate in the public highway. They went in by
twos and threes as their turns came. We watched the
scene from various points until g.30 a.m. Women were
coming and going all the time, nevertheless there were
E':_E'-.\.'.ilj,'!*-. twenty or more waiting outside the gate, and a
similar group in the yard inside. Boys and men were al‘nn:lui
them all the time. The thoroughfare was one of Meerut's
busiest. The fearfully demor {|1.-n]1 effect of the scene su:tt
the conversations could scarcely be de w'n""t't"-]- Tiny boys
seemed full of curiosity and perfectly familiar with such
sights. At one instant we counted l'x‘..Ll.lj'-Jl'-.'t: men and
lrr.jri-: ?T.’U‘.Efi.‘];.';' ]J}' or pa FSit'l_."{, and doubt if the number was
less while we were watching. We passed the Hospital
again at 11 o'clock; all was then quiet.

In the correspondence book at the Lock Hospital
we saw a copy of a letter, dated December, 1891, addressed
to the Cantonment Magistrate and signed by the British
surgeon in charge of the hospital. It gave the names
of six girls supposed to be diw-nsud and requested the
magistrate to order them to inspection. Another, dated
January, 1892, addressed to t]]f. Cantonment Magistrate
stated that the prostitute whose name was written in the
nargin had been indicated by a soldier of a certain
I'::;_"ETL'L“'l'u NAIIC L!, as hav i.:l"' j"-‘-.'J"'! him disease, and "1"}1'-'-5314‘:-"-;‘_:
that the woman be sent to .wt::*nr on a certain date.
There were many r:LE|r=r .c tters of s r import.

At the Lock Hospital, ]'l::n'l‘.él'-.'-.';:]‘“: ||w. native physician,
asked ’Laj:,' Dir. 11.|.-»I.:‘f.'f|, “Are the women compelled to
> to the examinations ¢ ' replied * Yes; if they were not
elled to come, they would not come.” Asked ** What do
Yo do 1 ‘...'!’.::-.' do not come ? " he ]L:E'.-]';n;:L | gend tor them.”

In most Cantonments tha-‘u'-"-:""n are :1 tained in Hospital,
and supported by the Cantonment funds during the natural
monthly period. We ?:;1'-.-': this not :-:':_}r on the testimony of
the women themselves, but on the words n:" the Hospital
nurses, native ;a‘- sicians and TJmJu.fu records.

In the Lock 1|c*]11t:1 at Mean Meer (near Lahore), we
saw a book of blank forms witl Ct’:;l::i:;l‘f-.;iii—'-. ’J.II.':Z!'-I.Z form
were addressed to the Cantonment Magistrate, re ~:.i::<
him to “give prostitute a ticket ena :.-:I:'|_;_{ her t¢
: pursue her r';:].-n:;_;. as she is enrolled to appear r gularly at

the bi-monthly i-licégh'f.:lll{.'.]h of the Voluntary [!] Venere .a]
‘ Hospital of Mean Meer Cantonment.” These blank forn
ended thus:— ““ Signed - Surgeon.

L

ol

iy

¢ Cantonment Hospital.”

—




Many had been torn out for use, and their counterfoils
lnm dates as late as Jam uary, 18g2. Appendix D is a f

tle of a f{:--ri:-,;h:::'.u 1 ticket corr t-»'t*-* ding to t lers
Th-'- Inf:-u_r_.'_l-.' of calling the institution ""-.--.',]‘EI_'I tary " is

strated ] the fo llowing copy of a letter that was in a
f':'l'\. at this ln spital :-

': {

» undermentio "‘w{ :!.f not appe:

e NI - .

lll{ .:lll
ok !.|-|.1.| 1t 1y 11
1 ¥ r
DE Imna

101, and res pectfully equests that they
on the 8th instant.

b

(Four names e .
tollow.)

¢ (Signed),

EVIDENCE AS TO SURGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

Cantonment. |No Ch cter of Wit 5 When Examd.
'| e L L | B L5
FAICEKTIOW 5 Dl-WEeeK1Y

;amination
Meean Meer | 14| Mahald., 12 Inmates, 1 Man, | Bi-monthly

and Hac | [ = PR e [ .

and Cospita WVECOIOS

¥ ” - 3 r - . T -.

Rawal Pindi | 30 Physician, 2 Dhais, | Weekly
1ald., 21 Inmates, 2

Peshawar 10

Amritzar 8 | Dhai, Mahald., and 6 In-| Bi-monthly

12 10 Inmates Weekly
3 Physician, Ex-dhai, Do.

;, Records Do.
b

p: I
ysician, Mahald., Dao.
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