Polynesian researches, during a residence of nearly eight years in the
Society and Sandwich Islands / By William Ellis.

Contributors
Ellis, William, 1794-1872

Publication/Creation
London : Fisher, Son, & Jackson, 1831.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/brvd2ag5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

























POLYNESIAN RESEARCHES,

e e

i

oo :

. TR d T Y BT BT b YR i
s =t = e | R R B PR E S R

1831 .













CONTENTS OF VOL. IIL

CHAP. 1.
FROM PAGE 1 TO PAGE 33.

Establishment of new stations at Mahapu and Maeva—
Appearance of the lake and surrounding scenery—
Increased desire for books—Applications from the blind
—Account of Hiro an idolatrous priest—Methods of dis-
tributing books—Dangerous voyages—Motives influ-
encing to desire the scriptures—Character of the trans-
lation—Cause of delay in baptizing native converts—
General view of the ordinance—Baptism of the king—
Preparatory instructions—First baptism in Huahine—
Mode of applying the water—Introduction of Christian
names—Baptism of infants—Views and feelings of the

parents.
CHAP. II.

FROM PAGE 34 TO PAGE 52,

Interesting state of the people—Extensive prevalence of a
severe epidemic—Former diseases in the islands com-
paratively few and mild—Priests the general physicians
—Native practice of physie—Its intimate connexion with
sorcery—Gods of the healing art—The tuabu, or broken
— back—Insanity—Native warm bath—Oculists—Sur-
gery—>Setting a broken neck or back—The operation of
trepan — Native remedies superseded by European
medicine—Need of a more abundant supply—Former
cruelty towards the sick—Parricide—Present treatment
of invalids—Death of Messrs. Tessier and Bicknell-—
Dying charge to the people—Missionary responsibility.




CONTENTS.

CHAP. III.
FROM PAGE 53 TO PAGE 92,

General view of a Christian church—Uniformity of pro-

cedure in the different stations—Instructions from
England—Preparatory teaching—Distinct nature of a
Christian church—Qualifications and duties of com-
municants—The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—For-
mation of the first church of Christ in the Leeward
Islands—Administration of the ordinance—Substitute
for bread—Order of the service—Charucter, experience,
and peculiarities of the communicants—Buaiti—Manner
of admitting church members—Regard to the decla-
rations of seripture—Instances of the power of con-
science—Appointment of deacons—Improvement in
parental discipline—Great attention to religion,

CHAP. 1V.

FROM PAGE 93 TO PAGE 118.

Government of the South Sea Islands monarchical and

arbitrary—Intimately connected with idolatry—Differ-
ent ranks in society—Slavery—The proprietors of land
—The regal family—Sovereignty hereditary—Abdica-
tion of the father in favour of the son—Distinctions of
royalty—Modes of travelling—Sacredness of the king’s
person—Homage of the people—Singular ceremonies
attending the inauguration of the king—Language of
the Tahitian court—The royal residences—Dress, &c.—
Sources of revenue—Tenure of land—Division of the
country—National councils—Forfeiture of possessions.

CHAP. V.

FROM PAGE 119 To rAGE 145.

Power of the chiefs and proprietors of land—Banishment

and confiscation—The king’s messenger—The niau, an
emblem of authority—Ancient usages in reference to
crime, &c.—Fatal effects of jealousy—Seizure of pro-
perty—Punishment of theft—Public works—Supplies
for the king—Despotic rapacity—Extortion of the king’s
servants—Unorganized state of civil polity—Desire a
code of Christian laws—Advice and conduct of the



: CONTENTS. X

Missionaries—Preparation of the laws—Public enact-
ment by the king in a national assembly at Tahiti—
Capital punishments—Manner of conducling public
trials—Establishment of laws in Raiatea—Prepara-
tion of those for Huahine.

CHAP. VI.
FROM PAGE 146 To PAGE 174.

Pomare’s proposed restrictions on barter rejected by the
chiefs of the Leeward Islands—Voyage to Eimeo—De-
parture for Tahiti—Danger during the night—Arrival
at Burder's Point—State of the settlement—Papeete—
Mount Hope—Interview with the king—The laws revised
—Approved by the queen—Arrival of the Hope from
England-—Influence of letters, &c.—Return to Eimeo—
Embarkation for the Leeward Islands—A night at sea—
Appearance of the heavens—Astronomy of the natives—
Names of the stars—The Twins—Tradition of their origin
—Arrival in Huahine.

CHAP. VII.
FROM PAGE 175 TO PAGE 214.

Promulgation of the new code of laws in Huahine—Lite-
ral translation of the laws on Murder—Theft—Trespass
— Stolen property—Lost property—Barter — Sabbath-
breaking—Rebellion—Bigamy, &c.—Divorce,&e.—Mar-
riage—False accusation—Drunkenness—Dogs—Pigs—
Conspiracy— Confessions — Revenue for the king and
chiefs—Tatauing—Voyaging—Judges and magistrates—
Regulations for judges, and trial by jury—Messengers
or peace-officers—Manner of conducting public trials—
Character of theHuahinean code—Reasons for dissuading
from capital punishments—Omission of oaths—Remarks
on the different enactments—Subsequent amendments
and enactments relative to the fisheries—Land-marks—
Land rendered freehold property—First Tahitian par-
liament — Regulations relating to seamen deserting
their vessels—Publicity of trials—Beneficial effects of
the laws.



vl CONTENTS.

CHAPY. VIII.

FROM PAGE 215 To PAGE 247.

Visit from the Windward Islands—Opposition to the
moral restraints of Christianity—Tatauing prohibited
by the chiefs—Revival of the practice—Trial and pe-
nalty of the offenders—Rebellion against the laws and
government—Public assembly—Address of Taua—De-
parture of the chiefs and people from the encampment
of the king’s son—Singularity of their dress and ap-
pearance—Interview between the rival parties—Return
of Hautia and the captives—Aurrival of the deputation
at Tahiti—Account of Taaroarii—Encouraging circum-
stances connected with his early life—His marriage—
Profligate associates—Effects of bad example—Disor-
derly conduct—His illness—Attention of the chiefs and
people—Visits to his encampment—Last interview—
Death of Taaroarii—Funeral procession—Impressive
circumstances connected with his decease and interment
—His monument and epitaph—Notice of his father—
His widow and daughter—Institution of Christian
burial—Dying expressions of native converts.

CHAP. IX.
FROM PAGE 248 To PAGE 275.

Arrival of the deputation in Huahine—Death of Pomare—
Notice of his ancestry—Description of his person—His
mental character and habits—Perseverance and profi-
ciency in writing—His letter to England, &c.—Fac-
simile of his hand-writing—Translation of his letter on
the art of drawing—Estimation in which he was held
by the people—Pomare the first convert to Christianity—
His commendable endeavours to promote its extension
—Declension during the latter part cf his life—His
friendship to the Missionaries uniform—His aid im-
portant—Circumstances connected with his death—
Accession of his son Pomare III.—Coronation of the
infant king—Encouraging progress in learning—Earl
death—Extensive use of letters among the islanders—
Writing on plantain-leaves—Value of writing-paper—
South Sea Academy—Trials peculiar to Mission families
among uncivilized nations—Advantages of sending
Missionary children to civilized countries.



CONTENTS. Vil

CHAP. X.

FROM PAGE 276 1O PAGE 297.

Vovage to Borabora—Appearance of the settlement—
Description of the island — Geology — Opening of
the new place of worship-—Visit of the Dauntless—
Arrival of the Mermaid—Designation of native Mis-
sionaries—Voyage to the Sandwich Islands—Interview
between the prince of Tahaa and the princess of Tahiti
—Marriage of Pomare and Aimata— Dress of the parties
and appearance of the attendants—Christian marriage
— Advantageous results — Female occupations — Em-
barkation for England—Visit to Fare—Improvement of
the settlement—Visit to Rurutu and Raivavai—Final
departure from the South Sea Islands.

CHAP. XI1.
FROM PAGE 298 To PAGE 328.

Efforts of the natives to propagate Christianity—Amount
of early contributions—Effect of annual meetings—
Exertions of the first converts—Description of the Pau-
motus, or Dangerous Archipelago—Visits of the people
to Tahiti—Their reception of Christianity—The number
and situation of the Marquesas—Their appearance and
productions—Population, dress, and figure of the natives
—Tatauing— Disposition—Government—War and can-
nibalism—Attempts to introduce Christianity among
their inhabitants—Pitcairn’s Island—Descendants of the
mufineers of the Bounty—Waihu or Easter Island—
Cape Horn—Juan Fernandez—Alexander Selkirk,

CHAP. XII.
FROM PAGE 329 To PAGE 362.

South-western borders of Polynesia—New Holland—
Tempest off the coast—Observations on the aborigines
—New Zealand—Situation — Soil — Productions—Cli-
mate—Forest scenery—-Native flax—Population—Sa-
vage dispositions of the people—Cannibalism—Govern-
ment—Slavery—in New Zealand—in Rio Janeiro—
Cruel treatment of New Zealand slaves—Superstitions
—Instance of parental tenderness—Occurrences at New
Zealand—Tatauing—Sham fighting and war dances—
Influence of reports from Tahiti—Prospects of the Mis-
sion.



Viil CONTENTS.

CHAP. XIII.

+ FROM PAGE 363 TO PAGE 406.

Situation, extent, and productions of Rara—Singularity of
its structure—Appearance of the inhabitants—Violent
proceedings on board—Remarkable interposition of Pro-
vidence—Visit of some natives to Tahiti—Introduction
of Christianity into Rapa—Ra1vavai-——Accounts of its
inhabitants—Visit of Capt. Henry—Establishment of a
native mission—Fatal ravages of a contagious disease—
Tusuar—Notice of the mutineers of the Bounty—Origin
of the inhabitants—Prevention of war—Establishment
of salutary laws—RimaTARA—Productions—Circum-
stances of the inhabitants—Abolition of idolatry—Ge-
neral improvement—RURUTU—Geological character—
Population—Auura—His voyage to Maurua—Return
to his native island—Destruction of the idols—Visit to
Rurutu—Advancement of the people in knowledge, in-
dustry, and comfort—Unjust conduct of visitors—Treat-
ment of the shipwrecked by the natives—Progress of
Christianity.

LIST OF PLATES FOR VOL IIL

i T o [ e g Rt (it B = TR AR e to face the Title,
View of Fa-re Harbour, in Huahine , . . « « « « « .« . £ QUG



POLYNESIAN RESEARCHES.

CHAP. L

Establishment of new stations at Mahapu and Maeva—
Appearance of the lake and surrounding scenery—
Increased desire for books—Applications from the blind
—Account of Hiro an idolatrous priest—Methods of dis-
tributing books—Dangerous voyages—Motives influ-
encing to desire the scriptures—Character of the trans-
lation-——Cause of delay in baptizing native converts—
General view of the ordinance—Baptism of the king—
Preparatory instructions—First baptism in Huahine—
Mode of applying the water—Introduction of christian
names— Baptism of infants—Views and feelings of the
parents.

Ax intelligent observer may, during a transient
visit to a foreign land, become acquainted, to a
certain extent, with the mental, moral, and spi-
ritual necessities of its inhabitants, but it is only
by a continued residence among them that these
can be accurately known. Owur daily inter-
course with the people of Huahine strength-
ened the impression of their claims to our sym-
pathy and exertions, which our earliest interviews
had made. So long, however, as we remained
unable to address them in their own tongue,
we felt that exhibiting a good example was all
I11. B
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that we could do, but as soon as we had acquired
a sufficient knowledge of the native language to
engage In public teaching, while we alternately
performed the regular services at the settlement
in Fare, we established branch stations in different
parts of the island.

Two were commenced on the west and southern
coasts, viz. one in the fertile, and formerly popu-
lous valley of Mahapu, and the other in the ex-
tensive district of Parea. = Schools were opened by
approved native masters at each of these places.
In the former, three hundred scholars were in-
structed by Narii, a well-qualified teacher. The
inhabitants also erected neat places of worship.
Mr. Barff performed divine service at each station
alternately every other Sabbath; when between
three and four hundred attended.

A similar branch-station was commenced at
Tamabua, a populous and central village in the
district of Maeva, on the borders of a beautiful
and extensive roto, or lake, of the same name, in
the northern part of the island. = Here a school
was opened by Tiori, an intelligent native, and
three hundred and eighty adults and children were
taught. A commodious native chapel was also
built, and a cottage for the accommodation of the
Missionary who visited them.

As it was a considerable distance from our place
of abode, I went on the Saturday afternoon, and
spent the Sabbath at Maeva, where upwards of
four hundred wusually attended public worship.
We continued our labours at these stations until
the summer of 1820, when the greater part of the
residents were imduced to remove to the settle-
ment at Fare harbour.  Some of the happiest
seasons [ have enjoyed in Missionary oecupations
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were in connexion with- my occasional services at
this place. The scenery of the adjacent country
is remarkably fine, and, though diﬂ"emnt in cha-
racter, in no respect inferior to that which adorns
the borders of Windermere or Derwent Water.
The lake of Maeva is five miles in length, and of
unequal breadth, though often two miles wide.
Unagitated by the l{:mg rolling billows of the
Pamﬁc and seldom ruffled by the northern and
eastem breezes, from which it is sheltered by
mountains, its surface was often smooth as a
polished mirror, reflecting the groves around, and
the heavens above. | It abounds with fish. These
not only supply the inhabitants of the shores of
the lake with the means of subsistence, but, when
viewed from the light canoe, as they sported in
the depths beneath, or leaped above its surface,
enlivened its solitude. On the eastern side, a
number of streams rose among the mountains, and,
winding their way through the valleys, at length
united with its waters. On this side, though the
ascent from its margin to the distant mountains
was generally gradual, it was sometimes abrupt
and bold : the rocky precipices, adorned with
pendulous and creeping plants, rich in verdant
foliage or clustering flowers, rose almost perpen-
dicularly from the water; the hills were orna-
mented with clumps of the graceful cypress-shaped
casuarina ; and in the narrow border of lowland,
that in many parts extended from the shores to
the foot of the mountains, the hibiscus tiliaceus,
the betonica splendida, the inocarpus, and other
trees of larger growth, reared their majestic forms,
and spread their stately branches, clothed with
dark and glossy foliage, wht.e round their gigantic
stems, and spread from bough to bough, the beau-
B2
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tiful and large bell-flowering convolvolus, was often
hung in wild luxuriant wreaths.

The walk from Fare to the head of the lake was
delightful ; for more than a mile, it was actually
under what the natives call the maru uru, bread-
fruit shade, large groves of this useful tree growing
on each side of the path. A number of small
plantations give variety to the wild scenery, and
many of the raatiras, or inferior chiefs, have
erected their dwellings near the path. Hautia
had, when we first arrived, a noble house standing
at the southern end of the lake. Along the
eastern shore, small villages were seen amidst a
orove of cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. A sue-
cession of agreeable sensations has arisen in my
mind on a Saturday afternoon, when, passing
along the lake in my canoe, which was paddled by
two native attendants, I have seen the ecolumns
of smoke curling up among the bread-fruit trees,
where the inhabitants were dressing their food for
the following day. Sometimes I have received
their salutations from the shore ; and, in contrast
with their peaceful dwellings, and their present
occupation, I have often been struck with the ap-
pearance of the villages, the dilapidated family
maraes, or idol-temples, mouldering in ruins on
almost every projecting point.

The western side of this extensive lake is bor-
dered by a low flat tract of land, in many places a
mile wide, extending from south to north. At
the northern extremity of this beautiful piece of
water, there is a narrow channel, by which it com-
municates with the sea. The western side, though
very different from the opposite shore, adds to the
variety of the scenery; it is thickly wooded, and,
among the trees that reach the highest perfection,
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the cocoa-nut, waving its crown of elegant leaves,
and the no less elegant casuarina, whose boughs
hang in arches over the water, are most con-
spicuous. The eastern side was doubtless origi-
nally the shore of the sea, and the lake filled by
its waters, while the low border of the land on the
opposite side constituted the reef. After the reef
reached the level of the sea at high-water, it
ceased to ascend, but spread horizontally ; frag-
ments of coral, and pieces of wood, were thrown
upon its widened surface, till at length it resisted
the shock of the ocean, and the waves rolled back
without overflowing it. Every year increased the
substances accumulated on its surface ; vegetation
at length commenced, and the process of organi-
zation and decomposition, accelerated by the
humidity of the atmosphere and the warmth of
the climate, formed the mould, in which the trees,
at present covering it, spread their roots, and find
their nourishment.

The most conspicuous and plcturesque object, in
connexion with the lake sc enery, 1s moua tabu, sacred
or devoted mountain, which rises on the easte:m
shore near the northern end. It is a beautiful, and
in one direction appears almost a regular cone, par-
tially covered with trees and bushes, even to its sum-
mit, while the shining basaltic or volcanic rocks,
Dccasmnally projecting through the cypress or pine-
growing casuarina, add to the novel and agreeable
diversity which its figure produces. The northern
shore of the roto, or lake, of Maeva, was the favourite
residence of many of the native kings. Here, also,
the chief who governed the island after the last
visit of Captain Cook, resided, and erected a
house for Mai, or Omai, that he might be near
him. The shores, and even the smooth surface of
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the lake itself, have been the scene of some of the
most sanguinary battles that have been fought be-
tween rival parties on the island, or the people of
Huahine and those of Raiatea and Borabora. Near
its margin, on a rising ground, one of the largest
artificial fortifications in the group still remains in a
- state of nearly entire preservation.

But it is not so distinguished by any of these as
by the vestiges of the ancient superstltmn of the
island, which every where abound. Temples to the
oods of the water were erected on every point of
land, and family maraes in almost every grove,
while the extensive national temple of Tane stood
near the northern extremity of the lake, where the
greater number of human sacrifices were offered,
where the idols were usually kept, and the national
religious assemblies convened.

Every object around the lake, and every monu-
ment of art or labour, in the district of Maeva,
bore marks of its connexion with their ancient
religion. I have often visited the ruins of the
large national temple of Tane, and the site of the
house of Oro, and in my intercourse with the
people of Maeva, at the meeting for inquiries, these
were frequent topics of conversation, as well as
those matters more immediately connected with the
introduction of Christianity, and the advancement
of education.

The multiplication of schools soon increased the
demand for books; and though a number printed
in Eimeo had been distributed, they were soon found
inadequate tothe necessitiesof the people. The great
desire of all classes for books, hastened the comple-
tion of the spelling-book alread? in the press.

I have often been amused with the ingenuity
and perseverance manifested by the natives m



DESIRE TOR BOOKS. X

their endeavours to obtain a substitute for books.
The bark of the paper mulberry was frequently
beaten to a pulp, spread out on a board, and
wrought and dried with great care, till it resembled
a coarse sort of card. This was sometimes cut into
pieces about the size of the leaves of a book ; and
upon these, with a reed cut in the shape of a pen,
and immersed in red or purple vegetable dye, the
alphabet, syllabic, and reading lessons of the spell-
ing-book, and the scripture extracts usually read
in the schcuﬂl have been neatly and correctly copied.
Sometimes the whole was accurately written on
one broad sheet of paper like native cloth, and,
after the manner of the ancients, carefully rolled
up, except when used. This was often the only
kind of book that the natives in remote districts
possessed ; and many families have, without any
other lessons, acquired a proficiency, that has
enabled them to read at once a printed copy of the
scriptures. It has also gratified us, as indicative
of the estimation in which the people held every
portion of the word of God, and their desire to
possess it, to behold them anxiously preserving
even the smallest piece of paper, and writing on it
texts of the scripture which they had heard in the
place of worship.

These detached scraps of paper, containing the
sacred texts, were not, like the phylacteries of the
Jews, bound on the forehead, or attached to the
border of the garment, but carefully kept in a neat
little basket. The possessor of such an envied
treasure might often be seen sitting on the grass,
with his little basket beside him, reading, to his
companions around, these portions of the scripture.
I have a number in the hand- writine of the
natives, some of which they have brc:mght to have
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them more fully explained, or to inquire what
connexion they bore to parts with which they
might be better acquainted. Their use, however,
was superseded by the printing of the Gospel
of St. Matthew, an edition of upwards of two
thousand copies of which was finished in less
than eighteen months after our arrival in Hua-
hine.

The people were anxious to receive them, and
multitudes thronged the place where they were
preparing, for some time before they were ready.
The district of Fare presented a scene strongly re-
sembling that which Afareaitu had exhibited when
the first portion of the sacred volume was printed
there; and many said they could not sleep, from
the apprehension of not obtaining a copy. As it
was not easy to distribute them to the greatest
advantage, we determined to give a copy to none
but such as could read; but so importunate were
many, that we could not abide by our resolution.
Sometimes those who were scholars induced their
chiefs to apply for a number of copies, guaran-
teeing their payment, and their suitable appropria-
tion. From this representation, many were given
to the different chiefs; but we found it desirable
afterwards, in order to insure the most advan-
tageous distribution, to give only to those who we
ourselves were satisfied could read.

Several blind persons applied at the different
stations, earnestly soliciting books, stating, that
though the could not read, they could hear and
remember as well as those who could see. To
have denied to those suffering natural darkness
the means of obtaining spiritual light, when we
had every reason to believe they were sincere in
their expression of desire for it, would have been
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cruel ; and we rejoice in having been honoured of

God to communicate the gospel, as the servants

of Him who— 'Y
——* from thick films shall purge the visual ray,
And on the sightless eye-ball pour the day.”

It is a pleasing fact, that in the South Sea
Islands, a number of blind persons have not only
had their understandings enlightened by the per-
ceptive parts of scripture truth, but that to many
it has proved ¢ the light of life,” more valuable
than natural light, as the soul is more precious
than the body, and eternity more important than
time. Some have died, and we have reason to
believe have entered those realms of day, where
night and darkness are unknown.

One remarkable instance occurred during the
year in which I left the islands. The native name
of the individual to whom I allude was Hiro. He
was the priest of one of the principal temples of
Parea, in the lesser peninsula of the island, or
Huahine 2t:. He was a priest of Hiro, the god
of plunderers and thieves, and, in perfect accord-
ance with the spirit of his office, was the captain
or leader of a band of robbers, who spread terror
through the surrounding country. He was one of
the first and most determined opposers of Chris-
tianity in Huahine ; reproaching its adherents,
defying the power, and disclaiming the authority,
of its Author. But, like Saul of Tarsus, he found
it hard to resist.

He was in the prime and vigour of manhood,
being at the time between thirty and forty years of
age. When the number of Christians increased in
his neighbourhood, and the Sabbath-day was first
publicly observed, in order to shew his utter con-
tempt of Christian institutions, he determined to
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profane that day ¢ in defiance of Jehovah.” He
repaired for this purpose to some grounds in the
neighbourhood of the temple, and engaged in
erecting a fence; but while thus employed, his
career of impiety was suddenly arrested. The
twig of a tree came’in contact with his eyes; al-
most instant blindness followed ; and, like Elymas,
he was led home by his affrighted companions, who
considered it a visitation from the Almighty.

I had frequent interviews with him afterwards,
one in the precincts of his own temple, which I
visited in company with Messrs. Bennet, Tyerman,
and Barff. His spirit was subdued; he subse-
quently became a humble, and, we trust, sincere
disciple of that blessed Redeemer whom he had
persecuted. He died trusting in the merits of
Christ for acceptance with God the Father. The
history of the conversion of the great apostle to
the Gentiles interested and affected him much ; and
though the scales on his bodily eyes were not
removed, but his blindness continued until his
death, which occurred in 1824, such was the im-
pression which analogy of circumstances produced,
that when he presented himself for baptism, he
desired to be called Paul.

Other instances of spiritual illumination, equally
pleasing, now exist both in the Society and Sand-
wich Islands, in reference to individuals suffering
one of the most distressing and hopeless privations
to which humanity is exposed. Some of our most
interesting conversations with the natives have been
with such. ¢ My eyes,” said a blind man one day to
Mr. Williams, ¢ behold no attractive objects when I
am engaged in prayer, or hearing the word of God;
and yet my heart wanders, and my thoughts are
often engaged on other subjects. My eyes see
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not another man’s property, &ec.; and yet, when
I hear it spoken of, my heart covets it. The objects
that tempt others to sin, are unseen by mej but
my imagination creates objects of sin, which often
occupy my thoughts.”

The experience of Bartimeus Lalana, a native
of the Sandwich Islands, is also remarkably in-
teresting and satisfactory. Blindness is not more:
common among the Polynesians than with the
inhabitants of other countries; yet there are num-
bers of aged persons who have lost their sight;
and the influence of that sympathy which this
affliction always awakens in a Christian bosom, is
now excited m the natives themselves, though for-
merly the blind were objects of neglect and ridicule.
There 1s now connected with the Missionary station
at Bunaauia, or Burder's Point, a blind man, who
could repeat correctly half the Gospel by John,
very soon after it was printed.

When we have been distributing the scriptures,
two or three fine boys or girls have come, begging
for copies, though they could not read—assuring
us, they were learning; and, when they have
failed, they have entreated that we would write
their names on the books, and reserve them till
they were able to read. To our satisfaction, m
this request they have often been joined by their
parents, who have offered payment for the copies.
We have usually complied with their wishes, and
have witnessed the most entire confidence on their
part, as it regarded the ultimate accomplishment
of their wishes, when once their names have been
written,

In Huahine it was necessary to select some public
place for the distribution of the hooks; the school-
room was fixed upon, and, on the day appointed,
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the place was actually thronged until the copies were
expended. In their application at our own houses,
we found it impossible to restrain the people ; they
filled our yards and gardens, and thronged every
window, sometimes to such a degree, that one of
the Missionaries, Mr. Bicknell, found it necessary
to fasten the lower doors and windows of his house,
and retire to the chamber. The natives then pro-
cured long bamboo-canes, and, fastening their
measure of oil, the price of the book, to one end,
lifted it up to the window. Mr. Bicknell was so
influenced by the ingenuity and determination of
the contrivance, that he distributed a number of
copies, by fixing them in a slit or notch in the end
of the cane presented at his window,

When the edition issued from the press in
Huahine, the proportion for Raiatea, Tahaa, and
Borabora, was sent to the Missionaries residing
in these places; but the supply was too small,
and numbers of the disappointed individuals, sup-
posing they should find a greater abundance at
Huahine, came, when the wind was fair, twenty or
thirty miles in their canoes, several of which were
such small and fragile barks as quite astonished
us. 1 was really surprised at the temerity of the
individuals who had committed themselves to the
mercy of the waves of the largest ocean in the
world, in the hollowed trunk of a tree, twelve or
twenty feet long; the sides of which, when the
men were in it, were not more than fnur or five
inches above the surface of the water.

It would be too much to suppose that they were
all influenced by the highest motives, in the desire
they thus manifested for the sacred volume ; but
while some probably sought it only as an article of
property in high and general esteem, others were
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undoubtedly actuated by a conviction that it was
able to make them wise unto salvation, through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.

The intensity of ardour manifested by many at
first, has, as might be expected, subsided : still the
scriptures are earnestly sought, and hlghly prized,
by a great portion of the adult population.

The whole of the New Testament has been
translated and printed, not indeed in a uniform
volume, but in detached portions, which many of
the natives have bound up together. Separate
portions of the Old Testament have also been
translated, and some of the books are printed ; it
is to be hoped that a uniform edition of the Bible
will, at no very distant period, be circulated among
the penple. Whether or not any of the Apocry-
phal books will ever assume a Polynesian dress,
it is impossible to say, but at present it is im-
probable.

The dialects spoken by the tribes inhabiting the
different groups in the South Sea, being strictly
analagous to each other, it was hoped that the
Tahitian translation of the scriptures would have
answered for the whole ; there is, however, reason
to fear that distinct translations will be necessary,
not only for the Sandwich Islands, the Marquesas,
and Tongatabu, but also for the Hervey Islands,
which are not more than 600 or 700 miles distant
from the Society Isles. So strong a resemblance,
however, exists between the dialects, that the Tahi-
tian translation will require only slight variations,
the idioms and structure of the language being, in
all their distinguishing features, the same.

When the uncultivated nature of the language,
into which the scriptures have been translated, is
considered, connected with the remembrance that
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it is only by the labours of the Missionaries that it
has been within the last few years reduced to a
system, and employed in a written form, it cannot
be expected that these books, more than any other
first translations, should be altogether faultless.
The knowledge of the Missionaries themselves in
the language, notwithstanding thirty years’ atten-
tion to it, is constantly increasing ; and, compared
with fature translations which their successors or
well-educated natives may make, the present will,
perhaps, appear imperfect.  Nevertheless, from
the qualifications of the translators, their unques-
tionable integrity, and united patient attention to
the preparation of every work, I believe the only
imperfections that may be fﬂund will refer to
minor points of style in idiom or 1anﬂ‘uage. Some
of the Missionaries excel in acquaintance with the
original languages, others with the native dialect,
and every copy is inspected by all, before going to
the press.

The year 1819 is also distinguished in the annals
of the South Sea Islanders, by the administration
of the rite of baptism to the first Christian converts
in the islands. Pomare and others made a profes-
sion of Christianity in 1813 ; names were written
down; the change became general during the same
vear; persecution raged with violence in 1814 ;
the inhabitants of Tahiti and Eimeo embraced the
gospel in 1815, and those of the remaining group
in 1816; and it certainly appears qmﬂ*ular that
none should have been baptized until 1819, This
delay, however, did not arise from any doubts in
the minds of the Missionaries as to the nature of
the ordinance itself, the proper subjects of it, or
the manner in which it was to be admimstered ; on
all these points they were agreed. It arose from a
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variety of circumstances, peculiar m their kind,
local in their influence, and such as they could
neither foresee nor control.

- At first, their continuance and their existence
were very uncertain, in consequence of the efforts
of the 1dolaters, and the war that {ollowed ; after-
wards the conduct of the king, who, on his first
profession, they would not have hesitated to bap-
tize, was such, as to induce them to fear that his
baptism would injure the Christian cause among
the people ; and subsequently, as they were on the
point of separating and forming distinct stations,
it was thought best to defer it till they should have
entered upon the fields of their permanent labour,
where they hoped to gather around them congrega-
tions of converts, administer the rite of baptism,
and form Christian churches,
~ The Missionaries considered the proper subjects
for the ordinance to be those who professed their
faith in Christ, as the only Saviour, and the chil-
dren of such individuals: but considerable diffi-
culty was experienced in determining what the
moral or religious gualifications of the adults ought
to be, and the connexion that should exist be-
tween their baptism, and admission to the commu-
nion. Although we read different authors on the
subject, their views were seldom altogether adapted
to our circumstances, and I believe we derived but
hittle real assistance from any.

We desired to bow only to the authority of
scripture, and to follow implicitly its directions.
We considered our circumstances by no means
dissimilar to those of the individuals for whose
guidance the directions of scripture were primarily
given. Having the commission of our Lord to his
disciples for our warrant, and the conduct of his
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apostles in the execution of it for our model, we
hope we have been enabled to proceed according
to the divine will, and in such a manner as to
secure the approbation of the Christian churches
by which we had been sent to preach Christ
among the gentiles. Our situation at this time
we regarded as most critical, and our procedure
in this respect such as, it was presumed, would
have an important bearing on future generations.

Happily, however, for us, and for all placed in
similar circumstances, the terms of the commission
are unequivocal and explicit; and we could not
but perceive, that by the same warrant, in virtue of
which we preached the gospel, and, as the word is
rendered in the Tahitian, proselyted those among
whom we laboured, we were also bound to bap-
tize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Ghost. The intimate connexion between
the administration of this rite by the apostles, and
the reception of the gospel on the part of those to
whom they preached, also convinced us of the
design of our Lord, that it should follow the belief
in the testimony concerning him, which we were
commissioned to deliver. Hence, it was regarded
as our duty to baptize thuse who desired to become
the disclples of Christ, as well as to instruct them
concerning his will.

We did not apprehend that there was any spi-
ritual virtue or efficacy connected with, or con-
tained in, baptism, nor did we cnnsider any spi-
ritual blessings communicated by it, much less
thdat most important of all, the one thing needful—
a regeneration of the heart. It appeared de-
signed, by the great Head of the church, to
occupy, in the dispensation of the new testament,
that place which circumcision' did in the old.
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The acts of desiring and receiving baptism, on
the part of the subject of it, were viewed as a
public and solemn renunciation of paganism, and
a declaration of discipleship with Christ; and the
circumstance of baptism was regarded as consti-
tuting the grand, public, and open line of demar-
cation between the idolatrous and the thus sepa-
rated or Christian portions of the community.
While we thus felt ourselves bound to baptize
those who, like the Ethiopian eunuch, and those
to whom Philip preached in Samaria, professed
their belief in the Saviour, and the grand truths of
the Christian system, we also felt that it was de-
sirable to receive suitable evidence of the sincerity
of such profession.

As to the degree of evidence that should be
required, there was a considerable difference of
opinion. A few of our number supposed that
no adults should receive this initiatory rite, but
such as, there was every reason to believe, were
regenerated persons; and that a general belief in
the testimony that Christ was the Saviour of men,
and a desire to receive farther instruction, how-
ever sincere it might be, should be accompanied
with an experience of that change of heart, which
these truths, under the special influences of the
Holy Spirit, are adapted to produce; and, in
short, that such only should be baptized as would
be at once unhesitatingly admitted to the Lord’s
supper.

The majority, however, of the Missionaries were
of opinion that the ordinances were totally distinet,
and that though it was proper that every church
member should have been baptized, yet it did not
follow that every one who had received such rite
was thereby admitted to church fellowship.  Satis-

I11. c
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factory evidence of sincerity in belief that Jehovah
was the true God, and Jesus Christ the only
Saviour, was considered a sufficient warrant for its
administration to those who required it.

No one, however, at any time desired to exer-
cise undue influence over the opinions of his coad-
jutors ; and, although uniformity was desirable, we
did not think it important to sacrifice much for
oneness of sentiment or practice in this respect.
After repeated and prayerful deliberation, recog-
nizing, and aiming to act upon, the broad and
liberal prineiples upon which the Institution, under
whose patronage we laboured, was founded, it was
mutually agreed that each Missionary should, in
his own station, pursue that course which appeared
to him most in accordance with the declarations of
scripture.

In two of the stations, or perhaps three, the
Missionaries have baptized those only whom they.
had reason to believe had been baptized by the
Holy Ghost, and were Christians in the strictest
sense of the term; the children of such persons
they also baptized. 1In the other stations, the
Missionaries have administered this rite to all
whom they had reason to believe sincere in pro-
fession of discipleship, without requiring evidence
of their having experienced a decisive spiritual
change. In this respect some slight difference
prevailed, but on every other point there has been
perfect uniformity in their proceedings.

The first public baptism that occurred in the
islands took place in the Royal Mission Chapel at
Papaoa, in Tahiti, on the 16th of July, 1819.
Pomare, the king of the island, was the individual
to whom, in the midst of what, but a few years
before, had been a scoffing, ignorant, ebstinate,
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cruel, and idolatrous nation, that rite was admi-
nistered. It was the Sabbath-day. The con-
gregation in the chapel, though less numerous
than during the services of the previous week,
amounted to between four and five thousand. The
subject of discourse was appropriate, Matt. xxviii.
18—20. At the close of the sermons, the Mis-
sionaries gathered round the central pulpit; the
ceremony commenced with singing. Mr. Bicknell,
one of the Missionaries who had arrived in the
Duff, implored the Divine blessing, and then,
assisted by Mr. Henry, the only other senior Mis-
sionary at Tahiti, poured the water on his head,
baptizing him ¢ in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” The venerable
Missionary then addressed the king, not without
agitation, yet with firmness, ‘ entreating him to
walk worthy of his high profession, in the con-
spicuous station he held before angels, men, and
God himself.” Mr. Henry addressed the people,
and Mr. Wilson implored the Divine benediction,
that what had been done on earth might be ratified
in heaven.

Although the subsequent conduct of Pomare
was a matter of the deepest regret to his best
friends, yet there was something in the ceremony
unusual.y imposing ; and the emotions associated
with it must have been intense and interesting,
especially to the twe elder Missionaries, who had
performed the rite. He had been identified with
the chief events of their lives; upwards of two
and twenty years had rolled by since the provi-
dence of God first brought them acquainted with
him on the shores of Matavai; and in connexion
with that interview, which memory would, pro-
bably, present in strong and vivid colours on this

c2
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occasion, they, perhaps, recollected the opinion
formed of him, by the humane commander of the
Duff, that he appeared the last person likely to
receive the gospel. Yet amid the thickest dark-
ness that had ever veiled their prospects, in him
the first cheering ray of dawning light had broken
upon them : he was their first convert; in every
difficulty, he had been their steady f'rlend in every
labour, a ready coadjutor ; and had now publicly
pmfessed that his faith was grounded on that rock
whereon their own was fixed, and his hopes, with
theirs, derived from one common source. What
intense and mingled hopes and fears must have
pervaded their hearts! what hallowed joy must
they have felt in anticipation of his being with
them an heir of immortality, chastened with appal-
ling, and not ungrounded fears, that after all he
might become a cast-away !

Numbers, both adults and children, were sub-
sequently baptized in the Windward Islands, but it
was not until some months after, that the ordi-
nance was dispensed to any in the Leeward or
Society group.

It was in Huahine that the first, from among
those who had renounced paganism in the Lee-
ward Islands, were thus initiated into the outward
church of Christ. Huahine was a new station,
and few of the inhabitants, when we landed, knew
much more of Christianity than its name. Fifteen
months had elapsed since our arrival, and during
that period, among a people who had every
thing to learn, we had made the doctrines and
general preeepts of the gospel the topics of our
discourses, Many of them now came forward, de-
claring their desire to become the disciples of the
Saviour, to make a public profession of faith n
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him by baptism, and to seek instruction in all his
will.  We found that, had we been so disposed,
we could no longer defer the rite, with regard at
least to some who applied.

Anxious that it should be on their part a reason-
able act, and that, before being received, it should
be understood, we proposed to meet one afternoon
every week, with those who desired to be baptized.
At this meeting we endeavoured to instruct them
i the origin, nature, design, and subjects of the
ﬂrdmance tﬂgether 'with the duties of those who
should receive it. There was no wish on our parts
to baptize by stratagem, as some of the popish
Missionaries have done, but we sought to make the
people well acquainted with the matter in all its
bearings.—At the first weekly assemblies, between
twenty and thirty of the most promising of the
converts attended, afterwards the numbers ex-
ceeded four or five hundred.

In the instructions given, the scriptures, and
the scriptures only, were our guide; and we en-
deavoured to inculcate the doctrine as we found
it there, and as if it had never been controverted.
Our warrant for its administration we derived from
our Lord’s commission to the first Missionaries,
which was also our own. In its nature, we In-
structed them not to consider baptism as possessing
any saving efficacy, or conferring any spiritual
benefit, but being on our parts a duty connected
with our office, and on theirs a public declaration
of discipleship or proselytism to the Christian faith;
designed to teach unto all, their moral defilement
in the sight of God, and their need of that wash-
ing of reu'enera.tmn? and spiritual purification,
which it figuratively signified.

The duties of those who desired it were also
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inculeated, and the necessity that existed not only
for their renunciation of every open idolatrous
practice, and attention to instruction in the princi-
ples, but a deportment accordant with the precepts
of Christianity, in the conspicuous situation in
which this very act would place them, before those
by whom they were surrounded. We also informed
them, that it appeared to us from the scripture,
that the ordinance was designed for believers and
their children, and therefore directed that, as they
desired them to be brought up in the Christian
faith, they should dedicate them to Jehovah, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by baptism. It was
found necessary, at the same time, plainly to cau-
tion them egamet supposing there was in baptism
any thing meritorious, or on account of which they
would receive any speetal blessing from God, other
than that which would follow general obedience to
his word. This was the more requisite, as there
was reason to apprehend, that from the influence
of a system in which strict observance of rites and
ceremonies, without regard to motive or moral
character, was all that was necessary, they might
rest eetieﬁed with having received the mere exter-
nal declaratory rite. We also endeavoured care-
fully to avoid holding out any prospect of distinc-
tion, or temporal advantage, as an inducement to
the peeple to apply for lJa_ptlem but constantly and
plainly represented its observance as only an act
of obedience to Him whom they professed to
desire for their Master and their Lord, and who
had promised that his people should be baptized
with the Holy Ghost.

This weekly meeting was designed to answer
another purpose, that of affording us the means of
judging of the sincerity of the e'm-:llflaim as well
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as of imparting to them necessary instruction,
After several months had been occupied in devot-
ing one afternoon in the week to their instruction,
it was deemed proper to baptize a number of the
candidates, and two of their children.

It was now necessary to determine upon the
mode : this had never appeared to us a very im-
portant part of the matter. We should not have
objected to immerse any individuals who had them-
sefves desired it. But as the scriptures are not
decisive on this point, and though it is stated that
Philip and the Eunuch went down to the water, or
into the water, yet it was not in this act, but in the
application of water in the name of the Trinity,
that we considered baptism to consist: in such
application, it is not stated that the Eunuch was
immersed. Hence, we did not explain this, or
other passages of similar import, as signifying
immersion—and consequently the converts did not
desire it. But had one of our own number
thought it proper to have administered this rite by
immersion, I do not think we should have said he
acted wrong in so doing. In this respect, however,
there was no difference of opinion, and conse-
quently a perfect uniformity of practice prevailed.
With regard to the other modes, we did not think
it was very material whether we poured or sprin-
kled the element upon the individual.

The 12th of September, 1819, was fixed for the
baptism of the first converts in Huahine. It was
also the Sabbath. A suitable discourse was deli-
vered in the morning to a numerous congregation
who thronged the chapel. Mr. Davies, being the
senior Missionary at the station, officiated, assisted
by Mr. Barff' and myself.

The climate in the South Sea Islands is remark-

L
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ably fine, the weather warm, the streams abun-
dant, and the waters clear as crystal ; and, had we
been disposed to perform the service in the open
air, under the shade of a spreading grove, we had
every facility for so doing., The converts might
have been led into the river, and, standing on the
bank or in the stream ourselves, we might have
applied its waters to their persons, using the words
prescribed. On such occasions, the most delight-
ful scenes, of which it 1s possible for imagination
to conceive, would have been presented; scenes
similar, perhaps, to those often witnessed in the
days of the apostles; and for the sake of effect,
and the associations they would have awakened,
I have sometimes for a moment wished we
had. But the wish has only been momentary ;
for whatever might have been the impression of
such a scene, or the emotions enkindled, they
would not have been attended with any valuable
practical result. On the present, therefore, and
every subsequent occasion, the rite was adminis-
tered before the whole congregation in the place
of worship.

During the ordinary morning service, the ap-

roved candidates sat in front of the pulpit. At
its close, they kept their places, and, after implor-
ing the divine blessing upon the service, we pro-
ceeded to its performance. Their profession of
faith in Christ, and desire to be instructed in his
word, had been received at a preceding meeting ;
and it was only necessary now, after a short address
to the whole, to ask the name of each adult, and
the parents the names of their children. This,
Mr., Davies did,—beginning with Mahine, the
principal hereditary chieftain of the island. Having
received his reply, Mr. Davies lmmersed his hand
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in a vessel of water, which Mr. Barff or myself
held by his side, and then holding his hand over
the crown or forehead of the chief, while the water
from his hand flowed or fell upon Mahine’s head,
Mr. Davies pronounced aloud, with distinctness
and solemnity, Mahine e tapape du vaw i oe @ te
100 o te Medua, e o te Tamaidi, e o te Varua
- maitai > “ Mahine, 1 apply water to you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.” Repeating the same words, and
applying the water in the same manner, to every
individual, he proceeded to baptize the whole num-
ber, who kept their seats during the ceremony.

Mahine was not baptized first because he was
the king of the island, but because he was one of
the earliest converts, and had been most diligent
in his attention, and consistent in deportment.
We were careful to avoid giving any preference to
rank and station, simply as such; and, on the pre-
sent occasion, we beheld Hautia, the governor of
the island, and others of high rank, sitting by the
side of the humblest peasants of the land.
reference to civil or political station, we always
inculcated the requirements of the gospel, that
all should render honour to whom honour is
due, invariably presenting a suitable example of
the most respectful behaviour to individuals of
rank or distinction. PRut in the church of God,
and in the -participation of the privileges of Chris-
tianity, we as invariably taught that all were bre-
thren, that there was no precedence derived from
worldly exaltation, that one only was our Lord
and King, the Saviour himself. This principle we
were happy to see recognized by themselves on this
occasion, as some of the principal chiefs sat at the
lowest end.
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The word tapape, used in the first instance, was
that which appeared the most suitable, as we were
anxious to divest the rite of every thing extraordi-
nary or mysterious. The signification of the word
is to apply water, without expressing the precise
mode of application. They have no word answer-
ing to the term baptize, as now understood in the
English language, though they have distinct words
for sprinkling, pouring, bathing, plunging, &ec.,
but we considered the simple application of water
to approach nearer to the original word baptisto,
than either of these ; and it seemed so appropriate,
as to render it unnecessary to introduce any other.
Subsequently, however, our opinions changed, and
we adopted the original word, which in Tahitian, is
written ba-pa-ti-zo, and used only to signify this
sacred rite. 'We have thus left it as we found it,
leaving the scripture to speak its own language,
without limiting it to what we suppose its peculiar
signification.

The water was not sprinkled on the face with
force ; the sign of the cross was not made, nor was
water poured on the head from any vessel; but,
taking one hand from the vessel containing the
water, and holding it over the individual, we
allowed so much water as was held in or attached
to the hand, to fall upon the crown or forehead of
the baptized, pronouncing, at the same time, the
name, and the words prescribed in the Gospels.

Some difficulty was experienced with regard to
the names, as many of the natives, especially the
chiefs, have a number ; some of office, others here-
ditary, and not a few intimately connected with
their former idolatry, or its abominable institutions.
It was not thought desirable that they should
assume a new name on recewing baptism, or that
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it should interfere with any name of office, sta-
tion, or hereditary title, that might appertain unto
them. But every blasphemous,idolatrous, or impure
name, (and those of some of the Areois and priests
were so to a most affecting degree,) we recom-
mended should be discontinued, that they should
select those names, by which, in future, they would
wish to be designated. A few of the adults chose
foreign, and in general scriptural names, for them-
selves or their children.

This produced a considerable change in their
language. Formerly, all names were descriptive
of some event or quality—as Fanauao, day-born,
Fanaupo, night-born, Mataara, wakeful or bright-
eyed, Matamoe, sleepful or heavy-eyed, Paari,
wise, or Matauore, fearless, &c. A number of
terms were now introduced, as Adamu Adam, Noa
Noah, Davida David, Ieremia Jeremiah, Hezekia
Hezekiah, Iacoba James, loane John, Petero
Peter, &c. with no other signification than being
the names of the persons.

With regard to infants, we only baptized those
whose parents, one or both, were themselves bap-
tized, and who desired thus to dedicate their chil-
dren to God, and engaged to train them in the
principles of Christianity ; and then we only bap-
tized infants, unless the children of more advanced
years understood the nature of the ordinance, and
themselves desired to make, by this act, a public
profession of their discipleship to Christ, and their
wishes to be instructed in his word.

Sometimes the infant was held in the arms of
its parent, who stood up while the rite was admi-
nistered ; at other times, and I believe mvariably
during subsequent years, we have taken the child
in the left arm, and baptized it with the right
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hand. Whenever any of our own children have
been baptized, we have brought them to the
chapel, and have performed the ceremony at the
same time and in the same way as with the natives;
that they might perceive that in this respect there
was no difference between us.

The baptism of infants has certainly been
among our most interesting religious E’{EICISES.
It was generally performed after morning service
on the Sabbath. We usually addressed a short
and affectionate exhortation to the parents, en-
forcing their responsibility, and duty towards the
dear children they were thus offering ; not indeed
as an innocent child was formerly offered in sacri-
fice to senseless idols, or to a cruel imaginary
deity, but to be trained up in the nurture and
admonition of that Divine Parent, who has said,
“[I love them that love me, and those that seek
me early shall find me.”

I have been sometimes almost overwhelmed
on beholding the intensity of mingled feeling,
with which three or four smiling infants have
been brought by their respective parents to the
rustic baptismal font.- I have fancied, in the
strongly expressive countenances of the parents,
the emotions of gratitude, and the ray of hope
and anticipated joy in the future progress of
the child, when it should exhibit the effects of
that inward change, of which this was the outward
sign.

gIlnt strong and distressing contrast with sensa-
tions of this hallowed and delightful kind, I have
supposed the memory of far different acts
which, as parents, many of them had been en-
caged, has remained ; I have supposed that recol-
lection has presented the winning look of conscious
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innocence, which some dear babe has cast upon
them, or the plaintive cry which from its lisping
tongue first broke upon their ears, but which was
unheeded, and they monstrously committed cool,
inhuman murder—when they should have cherish-
ed the tenderest and softest sensibilities of the
human bosom : I believe this has not been in my
imagination only. The feelng depicted in the
humane and Christian parent’s countenance, suf-
fused with tears, has often been an index of no
common inward agitation. Subsequent conversa-
tion has confirmed the fact ; and many have brought
their children to present them unto God in bap-
tism, who, while idolaters, had more than once or
twice been guilty of the barbarous crime of infant
murder. This practice is abolished ; and, instead
of shameless murder, or pagan sacrifice, the parents
now delight to bring their infants to the Christian
sanctuary, and thus dedicate them to God.

I have been often rather agreeably surprised at
the anxiety of the parents to have their children
baptized. Without inquiring into the origin of
this solicitude, I believe it is not confined to the
inhabitants of the South Sea Islands, and is cer-
tainly not unpleasant to behold. I recollect at
one time the parents of three children came with
considerable earnestness, and requested me to
baptize their infants, rather earlier than I thought
it should be done. It was not at Huahine, and the
Missionary, under whose care the station was more
particularly placed, was absent; I therefore pro-
posed to defer it till his arrival. They pressed me
not to decline ; and one of them stated as a reason,
that her child had been ill, and she was afraid it
would die before it had been baptized. ¢ Sup-
pose,” I replied, *‘ that it should, you know that



ol POLYNESIAN RESEARCHES.

the child will not lose thereby. No persons will
be admitted to heaven simply because they have
been baptized, nor will any be excluded therefrom
merely because they have not.” ¢ Yes,” answered
the mother, ¢ I know that; yet I do not feel satis-
tied now—but when it has been baptized, my mind
will become easier.” I could not reprove her; 1
endeavoured, however, to impress upon her mind
the conviction, that the ordinance, though a duty,
did not itself confer any spiritual benefit, and
relieved her mind by informing her, that I
would baptize the child at the close of the evening
service. ’

In the preceding detail, I have, perhaps, been
more prolix and minute than the importance of the
subject may appear to demand; I have been in-
fluenced by a desire to give that 111f0rmatmn rela-
tive to our proceedings in this respect, to the
friends of Missions in general, and to the patrons
of the South Sea Mission in particular, to which,
from the interest they have taken, and the support
they have afforded, 1 have considered them justly
entitled, and which 1 cannot but hope will be
mt:sﬁlctﬂr}f.

Although I have only given the proceedings of
one station, I believe that, with the exception of
some of the Missionaries haptmnw only such adults
as they consider to be true Christians, and eligible
for church fellowship, the ministration has been
uniform in all. With us, those were baptized who
made a credible profession of belief in Christ, and
a desire to become his disciples, without any im-
mediate view to church fellowship, which we con-
sidered a subsequent measure.

An address on the nature of baptism, and the
duties of those who had received it, was printed
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after the first administration, and widely circulated,
apparently with good effect. The weekly meeting
for instructing those who desired baptism, was
continued, and the first dispensing of that ordi-
nance produced an astonishing effect upon the
people. Multitudes, who had heretofore been in-
different, now appeared in earnest about religion,
and the number who attended our preparatory
meeting soon amounted to four hundred. Those
who had been baptized, also, in general attended.

A state of religious feeling, such as I never wit-
nessed elsewhere, and equal to any accounts of
~revivals in America or other parts, of which I ever
read, now prevailed, not only in Huahine, but in
the other Missionary stations. The schools and
meetings were punctually and regularly attended.
The inhabitants of remote districts came and took
up their abode at the Missionary settlement ; and
nothing could repress the ardour of the people in
what appeared to us their search after the means
of obtaining the Divine favour. Often have we
been aroused at break of day, by persons coming
to inquire what they must do to be saved—how
they might obtain the forgiveness of their sins, and
the favour of God; expressing their desires to
become the people of God, and to renounce every
practice contrary to Christian consistency.

Many were undoubtedly influenced by a desire
of baptism ; this had introduced a new distinction,
which, notwithstanding our endeavours to prevent
it, they probably thought must confer some temporal
or spiritual advantaﬂ*e on those who received it.
But with others it was not so, as the event has
satisfactorily proved : many who at this time were
awakened to an extraordinary religious concern,
have ever since remained stedfast i their prin-
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ciples, and uniform in the practice of every Chris-
tian virtue. We now felt more than ever the
responsibility of our situation, and were afraid lest
we should discourage, and throw a stumblin g-block
in the way of those who were sincerely inquiring
after God. Yet we felt no less apprehension lest
we should be the means of encouraging desires,
and cherishing the delusive hopes of such as were
either deceiving themselves or others, and, under
cover of seeking the favour of God, were actually
pursuing that which they imagined would improve
their temporal condition, or add to their respecta-
bility in society. Some who had been baptized,
we found it necessary to admonish, lest they should
rest satisfied with the attainments already made,
and neglect the more important considerations.

In the interesting and critical duties now
devolving upon us, we endeavoured to act with
caution, taking the word of God for our directory,
and bearing in mind at the same time the peculiar
circumstances of the people; avoiding precipi-
tancy in our public measures: so that, if we
erred, it might be on the side of carefulness. The
everlastmﬂr “welfare of the people was our only
object ; this we considered would not eventually
suffer, whatever might be the effect of withholding
baptlsm from those who might be proper subjects
for it. But by admm:stermg this rite to those who
sought 1t from improper motives, should it render
them satisfied with the sign, instead of the divine
influence signified, we might become accessary to
their fatal delusion.

Under the influence of these impressions, we
were perhaps led to defer the rite of baptism to
those who applied for it, longer than we ought to
have done; and I have known many who have
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been candidates upwards of one or two years. Their
views of the doctrine have been in general correct,
in their conduct there has been nothing unchristian
or immoral, and they have uniformly expressed
their desires to become the true disciples of Christ;
but during that period we have not baptized them,
merely because we have apprehended they did not
feel the necessity of that purification of heart, of
which baptism is only the external sign. When
we first administered that ordinance, we had no
idea of the natives thronging in such numbers to
receive 1t, and consequently, had not deliberated
on the term of that probation which we afterwards
deemed it desirable to institute.
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CHAP. II.

Interesting state of the people—Extensive prevalence of a
severe epidemic—Former diseases in the islands com-
paratively few and mild—Priests the general physicians
—Native practice of physic—Its intimate connexion with
sorcery—Gods of the healing art—The tuabu, or broken
back—Insanity—Native warm bath—Occulists—Sur-
gery—>Setting a broken neck or back—The operation of
trepan — Native remedies superseded by European
medicine—Need of a more abundant supply—Former
cruelty towards the sick—Parricide—Present treatment
of invalids—Death of Messrs. Tessier and Bicknell—
Dying charge to the people—Missionary responsibility.

Tue same interesting state of the people by which
the close of 1819 had been distinguished, marked
the commencement of 1820. Never were our
direct Missionary labours more arduous and inces-
sant; and yet, during no period of our residence
there, were they more delightful. "We beheld
indeed the isles waiting for the laws and institu-
tions of Messiah, and felt that we had been sent to
a people emphatically prepared of the Lord, made
willing in the day of his power.

The inhabitants of the remote districts which we
had periodically visited, were many of them no
longer satisfied with an opportunity for conversa-
tion on religious subjects once a week, but came
and built their houses in the neighbourhood of
Pare. We recommended those who remained, to
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do the same; and soon after the annual meetings
in May, they so far complied as to render it unne-
cessary for us to visit these stations.

One spacious chapel was opened in the latter
end of April, on which occasion I read a transla-
tion of the sixth chapter of the second book of
Chronicles, and afterwards preached from the sixth
verse, Our Missionary meeting was remarkably
well attended, and the subscriptions proportionably
liberal ; they amounted to between three and four
thousand gallons of oil, besides cotton, and other
trifling articles.

~ In the midst of this delightful state of things,
the stations were visited with a distressing epide-
mic, which spread through the whole group of
islands, and proved fatal to many of the people.
It was a kind of influenza, affecting the lungs and
throat ; many attacked with 1t lost their voice. We
suffered in common with the people, and I was
obliged to relinquish all public duty for some
weeks. This kind of calamity has been frequently
experienced in the islands since they have been
the resort of foreign shipping, though we are not
aware that it pr-;vailed before. A kind of dysen-
tery appeared after the visit of Vancouver’s ship,
which called at the islands in 1790 : this proved
fatal to a vast portion of the population. In the
year 1800, the Britannia, a London wvessel, an-
chored at Taiarabu. Two seamen absconded, and
a disease followed, less fatal, but very distress-
ing, and more extensive, as scarcely an individual
escaped.

- These diseases have gemrally passed through
the islands from the east to the west, in the direc-
tion of the trade winds. After the above ap-
peared among the people, it was for some months
D 2
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confined to the Windward Islands ; and so general
was its prevalence, that Pomare one day said to
Mr. Nott, ¢ If this had been a fatal or killing
disease, like that from Vancouver’s ship, no indi-
vidual would have survived.”

As it began to subside, a canoe, called Hare-
awno, arrived from the Leeward Islands, and after
remaining a week or two at Tahiti, returned to
Huahine. Shortly after this, the people who had
been in the canoe were attacked, and the disease
ultimately spread as completely through this
group, as it had through that at which the foreign
vessel touched. Within the last two years, a
disorder, in many respects similar to that left by
the crew of Vancouver’s vessel, has again swept
through the islands, and carried off numbers of the
people.

The diseases formerly prevailing among the
South Sea Islanders were comparatively few;
those from which they now suffer are prmclpalljr
pulmonary, intermittent, and cutaneous. The
most fatal are, according to their account, of
recent origin. While idolaters, they were accus-
tomed to consider every bodily affliction as the
result of the anger of their gods; and the priest
was a more important personage, in time of sick-
ness, than the physician. Native practitioners,
‘who were almost invariably priests or sorcerers,
were accustomed to apply such healing remedies
as the islands afforded ; and an invoeation to some
spirit or god attended the administration of every
medicine. Tama, Taaroatuihono, Eteate, and
Rearea, were the principal gods of physic and sur-
gery. The former, n particular, was invoked for
the cure of fractures and bruises.

From the gods the priests pretended to have
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received the knowledge of the healing art, and
to them a part of the physician’s fee was con-
sidered to belong. No animal or mineral sub-
stances were admitted into their pharmacopeeia ;
vegetable productions alone were used, and these
simply pulverized, infused, heated on ‘the fire, or
with red-hot stones, and often fermented. Many
of their applications, however, were powerful,
es;aecially species of gourd, or wild cucumber.

A preparation, in which milk from the pulp of
the cocoa-nut formed a principal ingredient, was
sometimes followed by almost instant death.
Mr. Barff once took this preparation, at the
earnest recommendation of the people; but it
nearly cost him his life, although he had not drunk
more than half the quantity prepared.

Frequently, when some medicines were about to
be administered, the friends and relatives of the
patient were sent for, that they might be at hand,
should the effect be unfavourable. They often
expected it would either save or destroy the
patient. Numerous ceremonies were connected
with every remedy applied; and much greater
dependence was placed on the efficacy of the
prayers, than on the effect of the medicine.

When a person was taken ill, the priest or phy-
sician was sent for; as soon as he arrived, a young
plantain-tree, procured by some members of the
family, was handed to him, as an offering to the
god ; a present of cloth was also furnished, as his
own fee. He began by calling upon the name of
his god, beseechmg him to abate his anger towards
the sufferer, to say what would propitiate him, or
what applications would afford relief.  Some-
times remedies were applied at the same tmme,
or the relatives sent to fetch certain herbs or roots,
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but the priest usually went himself to compound
the raau or medicine: a considerable degree of
mystery was attached to this proceeding, and
the physicians appeared unwilling that others
should know of what their preparations consisted.
They pretended to be instructed by their god, as
to the herbs they should select, and the manner
of combining them. Different raaus, or medicines,
were used for different diseases; and although
they kept the composition of their nostrums a
secret, they were not unwilling that the report of
their efficacy might spread, in order to their ob-
taining celebrity and extended practice. Hence,
when a person was afflicted with any particular
disease, and the inquiry made as to who should be
sent for, it was not unusual to hear it said—* O ¢a
mea te raau maitat no ia mai, —such a one has a
good medicine for this disease.

The small-pox, measles, hooping-cough, and a
variety of other diseases, to which most European
children are subject, are unknown ; yet they have
a disease called onzho, which in its progress, and
the effects on the face, corresponds with the small-
pox, excepting that it is milder, and the inequa-
lities it leaves on the skin soon disappear. There
is another disease, somewhat analogous to this,
resembling the species of erysipelas called shingles,
for the cure of which the natives apply a mixture
of bruised herbs and pulverized charcoal. Inflam-
matory tumors are prevalent; and the only
remedy they apply, is a mixture of herbs bruised
with a stone. Asthmatic and other pulmonary
affections also occur, and, with persons about the
age of twenty, generally prove fatal.

Among the most prevalent and obstinate diseases
to which, as a nation, they are exposed, iz one
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which terminates in a permanent affection of
the spine; it usually appears in early life, com-
mencing in the form of an intermittent or
remittent. The body is reduced almost to a ske-
leton ; and the disease terminates in death, or a
large curvature of the spine, so as considerably to
diminish the height of the individual, and cause a
very unsightly protrusion of the spine between
the shoulders, or a curvature inwards, causing the
breast-bones to appear unusually prominent.
Multitudes in every one of the Society Islands are
to be seen deformed by this disease, which the
natives call fuapu, literally, projecting ; or, as we
should say, humped-back.

After this curvature has occurred, the patient
usually recovers, and, although greatly deformed,
does not appear more predisposed to disease than
others. Those individuals are often among the
most active, intelligent, and ingenious of the
people.

Connected with this disease, there are two re-
markable circumstances. 1 am not prepared to
say that it is hereditary, but the children of such
persons are more frequently the subjects of it than
others, Itis also singular that it should prevail
principally among the lower classes of society, the
farmers and the mechanics. 1 know of no prin-
cipal chief, and I cannot recollect any one even of
secundary rank thus afflicted : yet their rank and
station are heredltary This single fact renders
more striking than it otherwise would be, the dif-
ference in appearance between the chiefs and
people, and it may certainly warrant the inference,
that the meagre living of the latter exposes them to
maladies, from which more generous diet and come
fortable modes of life exempt their superiors,
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Some say this singular complaint, which was un-
known to their ancestors, has only prevailed since
they have been visited by foreign shipping. It
does not prevail among the inhabitants of the sur-
rounding islands; but whether it be of recent
origin or not, in Tahiti it is very affecting to wit-
ness the numbers that have suffered; and we
cannot but hope that as industry and civilization
advance, and their mode of living improves, it will
in an cqual ratio disappear from among them.

Blindness 1s frequently induced by the same
disease that precedes the spinal curvature. The
condition of the blind, when suffered to live, must,
under the reign of idolatry, have been truly
lamentable—they were generally objects of deri-
sion and neglect, if not of wanton cruelty.

Insanity prevailed in a slight degree, but indi-
viduals under its influence met with a very different
kind of treatment. They were supposed to be
inspired or possessed by some god, who, the
natives imagined, had entered every one suffering
under mental aberrations. On this account no
control was exercised, but the highest respect was
shewn them. They were, however, generally
avoided, and their actions were considered as the
deeds of the god, rather than the man. Under
these circumstances, when the poor wretch became
his own destroyer, it was not regarded as an event
to be deplored. Deafness was sometimes expe-
rienced; and there are a few persons in the islands
who can neither speak nor hear distinctly.

In their application to particular diseases, the
priests manifested considerable acquaintance with
the medicinal properties of the herbs, and their
adaptation to the complaint, to relieve which they
were employed ; but their practice must have been
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very uncertain and ineffectual, though they were
held in high esteem by all ranks. Convulsions
bemng sometimes experienced, were considered to
result from the direct power of the god. Sudden
death was also attributed to the same cause —and
an attack so terminating, was called rime atua,
““ hand of god.” Those who died suddenly were
also said to be haruhia e te atua, or uumehia e
te atua : ““ seized by the god, or strangled by the
god.” Indeed, the gods were supposed to send
all the diseases with which they were afflicted.

Whatever mystery they might attach to the pre-
paration and use of medicine, their practice of
surgery, and application of external remedies,
were more simple and straightforward. They did
not apply friction in the same manner as the
Sandwich Islanders sometimes do, viz. by placing
the patient flat on the ground, and rolling a twelve
or fourteen pound shot backwards and forwards
along the back; but in a far more gentle manner,
by rubbing with the hands the muscles of the
limbs, and pressing them in the same way as the
Indians practise shampooing.

The natives had no method of using the warm-
bath, but often seated their patients on a pile of
heated stones strewed over with green herbs or
leaves, and kept them covered with a thick cloth
till the most profuse perspiration was induced ;
something like that produced by the fashionable
vapour bath. In this state, to our great astonish-
ment, at the most critical seasons of illness, the
patient would leave the heap of stones, and plunge
into the sea, near which the oven was generally
heated. Though the shock must have been very
great, they appeared to sustain no injury from this
transition.
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There were persons among them celebrated as
oculists, but their skill principally consisted in
removing foreign substances from the eye; and
when applied to for this purpose, they, as well as
others, received the payment or fee before they
commenced their operations; but if the present did
not please them, they, to satisfy their employers,
sometimes took one splinter, &c. out of the eye, and
left another in, that they might be sent for again.
Their surgeons were remarkably dexterous in
closing a cut or thrust, by drawing the edges
carefully together, and applying the pungent juice
of the ape, arum costatum, to the surface. This,
acting like caustic, must have caused great pain.

A fractured limb they set without much trouble ;
applying splinters of bamboo-cane to the sides,
and keeping it bound up till healed. A disloca-
tion they usually succeeded in reducing; but the
other parts of their surgical practice were marked
by a rude promptness, temerity, and barbarism,
almost incredible. A man one day fell from a
tree, and dislocated some part of his neck. His
companions, on perceiving it, instantly took him
up: one of them placed his head between his
own knees, and held it firmly; while the others,
taking hold of his body, twisted the joint into its
proper place.

On another occasion, a number of young men,
in the district of Fare, were carrying large stones,
suspended from each end of a pole across their
shoulders, their usual mode of carrying a burden :
one of them so injured the vertebree, as to be
almost unable to move ; he had, as they expressed
it, fati te tua, broken the back. His fellow-work-
men laid him flat on his face on the grass; one
grasped and pulled his shoulders, and the other his
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legs, while a third actually pressed with both knees
his whole weight upon the back, where the bones
appeared displaced. It was not far from Mr.
Barft’s house where the accident occurred, and,
observing the people assembled, he went to inquire
the cause, and saw them thus engaged. On his
asking what they were doing, they coolly replied,
that they were only straightening the man’s back,
which had been broken with carrying stones.
The vertebree appeared to be replaced ; they bound
a long girdle repeatedly round his body, led him
home, and, without any other treatment, he was
1in a short time able to resume his employment.

The operation of trepanning they sometimes
attempted, and say they have practised it with suc-
cess. It is reported that there are persons living
in the island of Borabora on whom it has been
performed, or at least an operation very much
resembling it : the bones of the skull having been
fractured in battle, they have cleared away the
skin and coverings, and, having removed the frac-
tured piece of bone, have carefully fitted in a piece
of cocoa-nut shell, and replaced the covering and
skin; on the healing of which, the man has
recovered. 1 never saw any individual who had
undergone this operation, but, from the concur-
rent testimony of the people, I have no doubt they
have performed it.

It is also related, although 1 confess I can
scarcely believe it, that on some occasions, when
the brain has been injured as well as the bone,
they have opened the skull, taken out the injured
portion of the brain, and, having a pig ready, have
killed it, taken out the pig’s brains, put them in
the man’s head, and covered them up. They
persist in stating that this has been done; but
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add, that the persons always became furious with
madness, and died. They had no idea of phlebo-
tomy as a remedy for disease, but were clever at
lancing an abscess, which was generally effected
with the thorn from a kind of bramble, or a shark’s
tooth.

However great the influence of those persons
who administered medicine, or practised surgery,
might formerly have been, it has entirely ceased
since the people have been acquainted with the
more certain and efficacious application of English
remedies. Like the priests in their temples for-
merly, the minister of their religion, at every station,
is now sought in all cases of sickness, as their
physician; and no small portion of our time was
occupied in administering medicine, so far as our
scanty means would admit.

This is a task necessarily devolving upon the
Missionaries, as the only Europeans residing
amongst them, either possessing medicine, or
knowing how to use it; and it is a claim which
we never desired to refuse. It is perfectly compa-
tible with the higher duties of our station—the
cure of their spiritual maladies. We have only to
regret that we have not possessed better qualifica-
tions, and more ample means for its efficient dis-
charge. So long as our family medicine has
lasted, we have been ready to share it with those
who were in need, and have often been thankful
(when afflicted ourselves, and destitute) to receive
the simple remedies they were able to supply.

The Missionary Society has readily furnished us
with medical books and instruments; and for our
own use, a liberal supply of medicines : but it has
generally been inadequate to the wants of the
people. Medicine is expensive, and perhaps it
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would not be considered a just appropriation of
the Society’s funds, to expend them in providing
medicine for those among whom its agents labour ;
yet it is one of the most affecting sights a Mis-
sionary can witness, when visiting his people, to
behold them enduring the most painful suffering,
pining under the influence of disease, and perhaps
sinking into a premature grave, and to know that,
if he had the means within his reach, he could at
least relieve them.

The occurrences are not unfrequent, wherein an
anxious mother brings a poor sickly child to his
house, with which she is obliged to return unre-
lieved, not because the disease is remediless, but
because the Missionary has not, it may be, a cheap
and simple remedy to bestow. The natives would
cheerfully purchase so valuable an article as me-
dicine, by bartering in the islands the produce of
their labour, but they have no means of so doing.
If they send it to England, the return is distant
and uncertain; and mistakes, embarrassing to
them, are likely to occur. It is to be hoped,
however, that as the means of intercommunication
become more frequent and regular, these diffi-
culties will be removed. Several generous indi-
viduals have laid the people of some of the islands
under great obligations, of which they are duly
sensible, by sending them out, gratuitously, a libe-
ral supply of the most useful medicmes.

It may not be necessary for a Missionary in a
civilized nation, where the healing art is cultivated,
or going to a cuuntry where Furopean colonies are
settled, or commercial establishments are formed,
to be acquainted with the practice of physic. It
is, however, important, and ought to be borne in
mind by those who are looking forward to Mission-
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ary work, and by those who patronize them, that
it would be of the highest advantage for one going
to an uncivilized people, to be acquainted with the
qualities and use of medicine.

A degree of proficiency that would qualify him
to practise in his native country, is not necessary.
But so much knowledge as would enable him to
be exceedingly serviceable to the people, to win
their confidence and affection, and to confer on
him an influence the most important and advan-
tageous, in accomplishing the great objects of his
mission, might be acquired prior to his departure
from England without in an injurious degree divert-
ing his attention from other pursuits. 1 speak
from painful experience of deficiency in the means
for meeting the necessities of my own family, as
well as those of the people among whom I have
resided. I know they still exist, and therefore
express myself more strongly than I should other-
‘wise feel warranted to do.

The introduction of Chrlstlaﬂlt‘f has been fol-
lowed by a greater alteration in the general cir-
cumstances of the people, than even the medical
treatment of the sick. The change has been
highly advantageous to the sufferers, who formerly
experienced the greatest neglect, and often the
most brutal cruelty. As soon as an individual
was affected with any disorder, he was considered
as under the ban of the gods: by some crime, or
the influence of some enemy, he was supposed
to have become obnoxious to their anger, of which
his malady was the result.

These ideas, relative to the origin of diseases, had
a powerful tendency to stifle every feeling of sym-
pathy and compassion, and to restrain all from the
exercise of those acts of kindness that are so grate-
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ful to the afflicted, and afford such alleviation to
their sufferings. The attention of the relatives and
friends was directed to the gods, and their greatest
efforts were made to appease their anger b:f offer-
ings, and to remove the continuance of its effects
by prayers and incantations. The simple medi-
cine administered, was considered more as the
vehicle or medium by which the god would act,
than as possessing any power itself to arrest the
progress of disease.

If their prayers, offerings, and remedies were
found unavailing, the gods were considered im-
placable, and the diseased person was doomed to
perish. Some heinous crime was supposed to have
been committed. Whenever a chief of any dis-
tinction was afflicted, some neglect or insult was
supposed to have been shewn to the gods or the
priest, and the most costly offerings were made to
avert the effects of their wrath, and secure the
recovery of the chieftain. Human victims were
sometimes sacrificed, ceremonies performed, and
prayers offered. These were not made to the na-
tional idol, but to the tutelar god of the family.

They were all, at times, unavailing ; and when
they imagined, in consequence of the rank or
ancesiry of the chief, that the deity ought to have
been propitious, but they found he was not, and
the sufferer did not recover, with a singular
promptitude, in powerful contrast with their ordi-
nary conduct towards their gods, they execrated
the idﬂl and banished him from the temple, choos-
Ing in his place some other deity that they hoped
would be favourable.

The interest manifested in the recovery of their
chief would depend much upon his age. If ad-
vanced In years, comparatively little concern would
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be felt for his restoration. Old age was seldom
treated with respect, often with contempt and
cruelty.

In seasons of illness, especially if protracted,
the common people, and the aged, received but
little attention. If the malady was not soon re-
lieved by the prayers of the priest, and the remedies
he administered, the sufferer was abandoned.
Sometimes he was allowed to remain in the house
of those with whom he was connected. But, in
general, a small temporary hut was erected with a
few cocoa-nut leaves, either near a stream, or at a
short distance from the dwelling. Into this, as to
the condemned cell, the sick person was removed.
For a time, the children or friends would supply a
scanty portion of food, but they often grew weary
of sending this small alleviation ; and it is believed
that many have died, as much from hunger, as
from disease.

This process was sometimes too slow for those
who were connected with the sick, and who desired
to share any property they might possess. If they
thought there was but little prospect of recovery,
they would determine to destroy them at once.
Murder was at times perpetrated, under these
circumstances, with heartless and wanton bar-
barity. The spear or the club was employed, to
effect what disease had been too tardy in accom-
plishing.  All the persons in the house, when
these deeds of horror were performed, were called
out ; and the friends or companions of the sufferer,
armed with spears, prepared for their savage work.
It was in vain the helpless man eried for merey;
instead of attending to his cry, they *“ would amuse
themselves in trying which could take best aim”
with the spear they threw ; or, rushing upon him
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with spear in hand, they would exclaim, T'u: ¢ vaho,
pierce through—and thus transfix him to the couch
on which he was lying.

Sometimes they buried the sick alive. When
this was designed, they dug a pit, and then, per-
haps, proposed to the invalid to bathe, offering to
carry him to the water, either in their arms, or
placed on a board ; but, instead of conveying him
to the place of bathing, they would carry him to
the pit, and throw him in. Here, if any cries were
made, they threw down large stones in order to
stifle his voice, filled up the grave with earth, and
then returned to their dwellings.

The natives once gave me an account of an un-
happy sufferer, whom they were conveying to the
grave ; he perceived it at a short distance before
they approached, and, influenced by fear, sprang
from the board, and endcavoured to escape. He
was pursued, and crippled by a large stone, and
thus secured by the murderers. 1 was acquainted
with two persons, who were sawyers, and resided
some time in the island of Huahine, who had both
been engaged in burying one of their companions,
merely because they felt the few attentions re-
quired, a burden. One of them, whose name was
Papehara, is dead ; the other 1s still living.

It is unnecessary to add to these details. Every
friend to humanity will rejoice to know, that since
the subversion of that system, uhder the sanction
of which they were practised, they have ceased ;
and that now, from the influence of Christian
principles, although the aged do not receive
that veneration which is pald to gray hairs and
length of years in some countries, they are treated
with kindness.

The sick are also nursed with attention by their

11, E
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relatives and children ; and so far from deeming it
a burden to attend to them, in Eimeo, Huahine,
and, I believe, in some of the other islands, the
natives have formed benevolent societies among
themselves, for the purpose of building houses,
supplying with food and clothing those who, in
their old age and helpless state, have no friends
or children to take care of them. In these dwell-
ings they are lodged, and clothed, and fed. Per-
sons also visit them for the purpose of reading the
seriptures, and praying with them; their present
necessities are supplied, the decline of life made
easy, and their passage to the grave comparatively
tranquil and happy. It is only necessary to con-
trast this with the former treatment of individuals
under similar circumstances, in order to strengthen
our conviction of the incalculable diminution of
misery which has resulted from their reception
of the gospel, and the temporal blessings it has
imparted.

During the year 1820, the Mission in the Wind-
ward Ibldﬂdﬁ sustained a heavy bereavement in the
decease of Messrs. Bicknell and Tessier.. The
latter, who was a man of modest and unobtrusive
habits, but patient and unremitting industry in
the important work of educating the rising genera-
tion, died on the 23d of July. His Christian
course had not been splendid or attractive, but it
had been undeviating and unsullied. His end was
not only peaceful, but triumphant in faith, and
glowing in anticipation of the holy and spiritual
joys awaiting him in the abodes of blessedness,

Mr. Bicknell, whose health was not firm, fol-
lowed the remains of his faithful coadjutor to the
tomb; and while standing on the edge of the
closing grave, and addressing the sorrowing multi-
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tude around, felt indisposed from the exposure.
This was followed by fever, which terminated his
life fourteen days after the death of Mr. Tessier.
Though his illness was short, his mind, towards
the latter part of it, was tranquil, in reliance on
that Saviour who alone can support in the pros-
pect of dissolution.

I have heard that he was the first individual who
offered his services to the Missionary Society, and
was among the first who landed from the Duff in
1796. He remained in Tahiti till the civil war in
1808 drove him and his companions from the
islands, at which time he visited New South Wales
and England. When Pomare invited the Mis-
sionaries to return, he was the first to resume his
station, which he never abandoned, till called by
death from a field, on which he had  bestowed
upwards of twenty years of patient persevering
toil, and from which, though long barren and
fruitless, he had ultimately been honoured to reap
the first-fruits of a glorious harvest.

In 1818 he removed to the populous district of
Papara, on the south-west side of Tahiti. This
district had, prior to the last war, been the strong-
hold of idolatry, and was the head-quarters of the
pagan army ; and the inhabitants, until the death
of their chieftain in the memorable battle of
Bunaauia, obstinately opposed the progress of
Chnstlamty Here, under the favourable auspices
of Tati, Mr. Bicknell commenced his labours ; and
while Mr. Tessier daily instructed numbers in the
school, Mr. Bicknell collected around him large
and attentive congregations, baptized many, and
gathered an interesting Christian church.

His latest earthly concern regarded the stedfast-
ness and welfare of his uharge. On the last even-

EZ
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ing of his life, and but a few hours before his
departure, he addressed Mr. Crook (who had
attended him during his illness, and who was then
about to perform divine service among his people)
on the subject. ¢ Tell them,” said the dying
Missionary, ¢ that my conviction of the truth of
those doctrines I have taught, is now stronger than
ever. Tell them I am dying, but that these truths
are now my support. Tell them to be stedfast.”
He left, not only a destitute church and afflicted
congregation, but a sorrowing widow and five
fatherless children, to mourn his departure. Mus.
Bicknell was afterwards united in marriage with
Mr. Davies, but she did not long survive, and the
children are now orphans. Mr. Caw, who had
been sent out to struct the natives m ship-
building and other arts, but who had been long
incapacitated by illness, died about the same
time.
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CHAP, IIL

Cieperal view of a Christian church—Uniformity of pro-
cedure in the different stations—Instructions from
England—Preparatory teaching—Distinct nature of a
Christian church—Qualifications and duties of com-
municants—The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—For-
mation of the first church of Christ in the Leeward
Islands—Administration of the ordinance—Substitute
for bread—Order of the service—Character, experience,
and peculiarities of the communicants—Buaiti—Manner
of admitting church members—Regard to the decla-
rations of scripture—-Instances of the power of con-
science—Appointment of deacons—Improvement in
parental discipline—Great attention to religion.

WaiLe the Lord of Missions was thus thinning
our ranks, he was shewing us that the work in
which we were engaged was not ours, but his;
that though the agent was removed, the agency
under which he had acted was not thereby im-
peded. The pleasing change we had observed
among our people every year, increased during
the present in an astonishing manner, and we had
the high satisfaction of witnessing the formation
and organization of the first church of Christ in the
Leeward or Society Islands. It took place early
in the month of May, and shortly after the opening
of the new chapel.
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Although we did not experience that difficulty
which, from the peculiar circumstances of the
Mission and the people, had attended the first
administration of baptism, we regarded it as a
matter requiring grave and prayerful deliberation.
We felt that our proceedings would influence the
views and conduct, not only of those by whom we
were surrounded, but perhaps of future gene-
rations. A foundation was now to be laid, on
which, so far as order and discipline were con-
cerned, the superstructure of the Christian church
in that island was to rise in every succeeding age,
and by which it would certainly be affected in many
important respects. Anxious therefore to begin
aright, we sought, and trust we received, Divine
gmdance emleamurmg to regulate our pmceed*
ings altogether by the directions of the sacred
volume. It was, however, difficult to divest our-
selves entirely 6f those views of the subject which
we had imbibed from the writings of men.

A Christian church we considered to be a society
of faithful and holy men, voluntarily associated for
the purposes of public wcrrshap, mutual edification,
the participation of the Lord’s supper, and the pro-
pagation of Christianity: the Lord Jesus Christ
was regarded as its spiritual Head ; and only such
as lmd oiven themselves unto the Redeemer, and
were splrltually united to him, members. These
were our general views. In England we had be-
longed to different denominations, and, however
adapted the peculiarities in dlSCipllﬂE of those
communions, might appear to the circumstances
of British Chl‘lEtl&l’lE, we did not deem it expedient
to take any one altogether for our model. It ap-
peared to all more desirable, in the existing state
of the people, to divest the churches we might be
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honoured of God to plant among the Gentiles, of
every thing complicated or artificial, that they
might be established in the purest simplicity of
form, and, as far as possible, according to the
directions of revelation. Had any been pertina-
cious of their peculiarities, they had now the fairest
opportunity of acting accordingly.

General good, however, was our object; and
that line of procedure, which, as a whole, we could
unitedly pursue, in closest accordance with serip-
ture, and at the same time with createst advantage
to the people, was more desired by every one,
than any peculiar views on minor points. [ believe
it 1s from the paramount influence of these feelings,
more than from any other cause, that such uni-
formity exists. There was no agreement previously
entered into among the Missionaries, but those of
each station were left, with the people around who
might be brought to a reception of the truth, to
assume for themselves such form of constitution
and discipline, as should in their views be most
accordant with the word of God; and yet 1 am
not aware, that in any material point there is the
smallest difference among them.

As the subject had long been one of consider-
able anxiety, we had written to the Directors of
the Society for their advice. They in general
referred us to the New Testament. Several per-
sons, however, interested in the progress of truth
among the islands, wrote to the Missionaries indi-
vidually, and also communicated their views to the
public through the medium of the Evangelical
Magazine. - Among others, the Rev. Mr. Great-
head, whose views of church government were
rather peculiar, wrote very fully. His plans were
at first adopted by one or two of the Missionaries ;
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yet the free admission, not only to baptism, but to
the ordinance of the Lm‘d § supper, of such persons
as sincerely desired to receive the same, without
requiring evidence of their being true spiritual
converts to Christ, threatened great irregularity
and confusion; it was therefore discontinued.

In our public instructions, we inculcated on
those who, we had reason to believe, were under
the decisive influence of the Spirit of Christ, the
duty of commemorating his dying love by that
ordinance which he had instituted, and by which
his disciples were to shew forth his death till he
should come.—Those who had been baptized, now
desired to be more particularly informed how, and
in what circumstances, they were to observe this
injunction of the Lord. We, therefore, proposed
to devote one afternoon every week to the instruc-
tion of such as, having been baptized, desired to
be united in church- fellowship.  Fifteen indi-
duals attended the first meeting, and were after-
wards joined by others. We met them regularly,
and endeavoured to instruct them as fully and
familiarly as possible in the duty of partaking of
the sacrament ; the nature, design, and secriptural
constitution of church-fellowship; the discipline to
be maintained, the advantages to be anticipated,
and the duties resulting therefrom,

Next to the personal piety, which in church-
members is considered indispensable, it appeared
most important to impress the minds of the people
with the distinctness of a Christian church from
any political, civil, or other merely human insti-
tution. In the system of false religion under
which they had lived, and by which their habits of
judgment had been fﬂrmed the highest civil and
sacerdotal offices had been united in one person.-—
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The king was generally chief priest of the national
temple ; and the high-priesthood of the principal
idols was usually held by some member, or near
relative, of the reigning family. On many occa-
sions of worship also, the king was the represen-
tative of the god. The chiefs and the gods appear
always to have exercised a combined influence
over the populace. The power of the gods often
seemed only exercised to establish the authority of
the king, who was by the people regarded as filling
his high station by lineal descent from them, while
the measures of the government as often appeared
to be pursued to inspire fear, and secure acknow-
ledgments for the gods. Hence, when human
sacrifices were required, the priest applied to the
king, and the king gave orders to provide the
victim. Since the kings and chiefs, as well as the
people, had embraced the gospel, and many had
taken the lead in propagating it, and had uni-
formly adorned it by their example, the people
sometimes said, that had their chiefs been 1dolaters
or wicked rulers, it would have been improper for
them to have interfered in any matters connected
with Christianity, but that now they were truly
pious, it accorded with their ideas of propriety, that
in the Christian church they should, as Christian
chiefs, be pre-eminent,

We told them they had not imbibed these ideas
m a Christian, but in a pagan school ; that the
authority of their kings and chiefs was exerted
over their persons, and regarded their outward
conduct ; that they held their high station under
God, for the well-being of society, and were, when
influenced by uprightness "and humanity, the
greatest blessings to the communities over which
they presided. We also stated, that in this station
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every Christian was bound, no less by duty to
Goda than to man, to render obedience to their
laws, to respect and mamtain their authority,
and to pay them every due homage. We also
told them, that i the church of Jesus Chnist,
which was purely a religious association, so far as
distinctions among men, from dignity of station,
elevation of ofhce, fame, or wealth, were con-
cerned, all members were brethren; and that
Christ himself was the only spiritual chief or King ;
that his influence or reign was not temporal, but,
like his authority, spiritual. The only distinction
recognized in a Christian church, we informed
them, regarded those who acted as officers, and
that such distinctions only prevailed in what con-
cerned them as a church, or voluntarily associated
religious society, and did not refer to their usual
intercourse with the community of which they
were members, and in which they were governed
by the ordinary regulations established in civilized
society, The exercise of any civil power in matters
purely religious, we did not think would be advan-
tageous to the latter; and even if such had been
our opinion, we could find in the New Testament
no example or precept to authorize such pro-
ceedure.

The duties which those who united in church
fellowship were required to perform towards each
other, towards those desirous of uniting with them,
and to the careless or irreligious, were also fully
and frequently brought under their notice, together
with the paramount duty of every Christian to
endeavour to propagate Christianity, that the
Christian church might become a kind of nursery,
from which other churches might be planted in the
extensive wilderness of paganism around.
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Next to this, the mstitution, nature, design, ad-
ministration, and uses of the Lord’s supper, were
familiarly explained, that they might understand,
as far as possible, the engagement into which they
were desirous to enter, and the observances con-
nected therewith.

The Lord’s supper, or sacrament, we regarded
as analogous to the passover, symbolical of the
death of Christ as a propitiation or sacrifice, of
which event 1t was commemorative; that 1t was
designed to perpetuate the remembrance of His
death, even to the end of time, and was to be
faith participated by all who build their hopes of
admission to the heavenly state on His atonement.

Having been for some months engaged weekly
in imparting this kind of mstruction to those who
had expressed their desire to receive the ordinance
of the Lord’s supper, the month of May was se-
lected for forming the church. Sixteen individuals,
who in the judgment of charity we had every rea-
son to believe were sincere Christians, then met
us, and, after imploring the blessing of the great
Head of the church, offering a suitable address,
and receiving their declaration of faith in Christ,
and desire to enjoy the privileges of christian
fellowship, a voluntary association was formed, the
right-hand of fellowship was given, and they recog-
nized each other as members of the first’ church
of Christ in Huahine.

We did not present any creed or articles of faith
for their subscription on this occasion. Sensible
of the insufficiency of all mere human writings,
however excellent, to restrain the mind, or control
the opinions of men, we thought it best to dispense
with them, lest the bare assent, or subscription to
certain articles of faith, or doctrines of truth,
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should be substituted, as grounds of confidence,
for an experience of the influence of those doc-
trines on the heart. Their names only were
entered in a book kept by the Missionaries for that
purpose, and called the Church-book. This little
meeting was held in the chapel at Fare, on Friday
evening, the 5th of May, 1820: and it is hoped
that what was done on earth among the dis-
ciples of Christ below, though it may be dissolved
by death, will be realized in his presence above,
and endure through eternity.

On the following Sabbath, May the 7th, an un-
usual number attended the large place of worship.
Mr, Davies preached in the forenoon, from Luke
xxii. 19. In front of the pulpit, a neat table,
covered with white native cloth, was fixed, upon
which the sacramental vessels were placed. These
had been furnished from England.  Wheaten
bread was an article of diet that we did not very
often obtain ourselves, and which the people sel-
dom tasted : we should have preferred it for this
ordinance, yet, as we could not, from the irregu-
larity and uncertainty of our supplies at that
period, expect always to have it, we deemed it
better to employ an article of food as nearly
resembling it as possible, and which was at all
times procurable. From these considerations, we
felt no hesitation in using, on this occasion, the
roasted or baked bread-fruit, pieces of which were
placed on the proper vessel.

Wine, we were also thankful to possess for this
purpose ; and although we have sometimes been
apprehensive that we might be under the necessity
of substituting the juice of the cocoa-nut for that
of the grape, or discontinuing the observance of
this ordinance, (to which latter painful alternative,
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some of our brethren have been reduced,) we have
been providentially favoured with a sufficiency.
Over the elements placed on the table, a beauti-
fully white cloth had been spread, before the
accustomed service began. When this was over,
although it was intimated that any who wished
might retire, no one left the chapel. Mr. Davies,
the senior Missionary or pastor of the church,
took his station behind the communion-table :
Mr. Barff sat at one end ; and I took my seat at
the other.

When the communicants had seated themselves
in a line in front, we sung a hymn. The words of
institution, viz. passages of scripture containing
the directions for the observance of this hallowed
festival, &c. were read, a blessing implored, and
the bread, which was then broken, handed to each
individual. The wine was next poured into the
cup, a blessing again sought, when the wine was
handed to the communicants. After this, another
hymn was sung, a short prayer offered, and the
service closed.

I have been thus particular in detailing the
order observed on this occasion, as affording not
only a correct statement of our proceedings at
this time, but also a brief general view of the
manner of administering this sacred ordinance
in the different Missionary stations throughout
the islands.

It would be impossible to give any thing like an
adequate description of my own emotions, at this
truly interesting service. “The scene was worth
coming from England to witness, and I trust the
impression was as salutary as it was powerful and
solemn. 1 am also quite unable to conceive what
the feelings of our senior colieague must at this
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time have been. He had been many years among
the people before any change in favour of Chris-
tianity took place, and had often beheld them, not
only ignorant and wretched, sunk to the lowest
state of debasing impurity, and accustomed to the
perpetration of the most horrid cruelty, but alto-
gether given to idolatry, and often mad after their
idols.

Our joy arose, in a great degree, from the de-
lightful anticipation awakened in connexion with
the admission of the anxious multitude, who were
waiting to enter into, and, we hoped, prepared of
God to participate in, all the blessings which this
ordinance signified, and in reference to the eter-
nity we h{:-ped to spcnd with them, when we should
join the church triumphant above. His JOVs,
however, in addition to those arising from these
sources, must have been powerfully augmented by
the recollection of what those individuals once
were, and the many hours of apparently cheerless
and hﬂpeless toil he had bestowed upon them, now
so amply, so astonishingly rewarded.

A state of feeling, almost unearthly, seemed to
pervade those who now, for the first time, united
with their teachers in commemorating the dying
love of Christ. Recollection, perhaps, presented
in strong colours the picture of their former state.
Their abominations, their reckless cruelty, their
infatuation in idolatry, the frequent, impure, and
sanguinary rites in which they had engaged—
their darkened minds, and still darker prospects—
arose, perhaps, in vivid and rapid succession. At
the same time, in striking contrast with their
former feelings, their present desire after moral
purity, their occupation in the worship of Jehovah,
~ their hopes of pardon and acceptance with him,
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through the atonement made by the offering of his
Son, the boundless and overwhelming effects of
his love herein displayed, and the radiant light and
hopes of everlasting blessedness and spiritual en-
joyment, which, by the event commemorated, they
were encouraged to anticipate, were all adapted to
awaken, in minds susceptible as theirs, no com-
mon train of feelings. Often have we seen the
intense emotion of the heart, at these seasons,
strongly depicted in the countenance, and the face
suffused with tears.

The hundreds who remained to witness the
scene were not unconcerned spectators. Their
deep interest in what was passing, was indicated
in their thoughtful and agitated countenances, and
the subsequent conduct of many evinced the kind
of impression they received. The anxious concern
which we had witnessed among the people, since
the preceding summer, appeared to increase, and
demanded redoubled efforts for their spiritual ad-
vantage. Numbers came as candidates for baptism,
and regularly attended the meeting for the instruc-
tion of such. Others, from among those who had
been baptized, desired to be admitted to church
fellowship.

- Our liveliest affections were awakened on their
behalf; but while we had reason to believe many
were sincere, we had also reason to fear that
others were influenced by less commendable mo-
tives. Anxious to afford encouragement or caution,
as the circumstances or character of each required,
it was not easy to satisfy our own minds as to the
best manner of proceeding. We feared to dis-
courage any who were sincerely seeking a more
1stimate acquaintance with Chr:st, and who were
desrous to be fully instructed in all things con-
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cerning his will. On the other hand, we were
equally fearful of encouraging the indulgence of
improper views, or of admitting to the ordinances
of the gospel any who were uninfluenced by those
motives which Christ would approve.

There was, however, no part of our charge in
whose welfare we now felt so deeply interested, as
the little flock, of which the great Shepherd had
made us the pastors. So far from considering our
work done, with special reference to those whom
we had instructed in the nature of a Christian
church, and had admitted to this fold, we con-
sidered i1t as only the commencement of a new
series of important and interesting duties, arising
out of the new relation now subsisting between us.
We experienced an attachment binding our hearts
to theirs, to which we had before been strangers,
and we had reason to believe the feeling was re-
ciprocal.

Their knowledge was but limited, notwithstand-
ing all our efforts to instruct them; and as thew
duties increased, their situation became more con-
spicuous, and their temptations greater. Latent
depravity still lurked in their hearts, and it might be
expected that their great spiritual adversary would
not leave them unmolested. We were also fearful
lest the privileges they were raised to enjoy might
engender or nourish secret pride, or induce a
disposition to rest satisfied with having obtained
admission to the outward and visible church of
Christ, and thus lead them to neglect that constant
seeking after God, and the cultivation of those
Christian virtues, by which alone they could sus-
tain, with credit to Christianity, and benefit to
their own minds, the situation to which they had
been raised. They would naturally become models
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of imitation to others, and would exert no ordinary
influence on the community at large. It was
therefore gratifying to behold them humble, prayer-
ful, watchful, and diligent. The weekly meeting
with the candidates for communion, whose num-
ber was greatly increased, we constantly attended,
and recommended the church members not to ab-
sent themselves unnecessarily.

At these times we endeavoured to explain the
truths in which they were most interested, and,
with regard to the members themselves, leaving
the first principles of the doctrines of Christ, we
endeavoured gradually and gently to lead them on
to a more extensive acquaintance with the grand
and varied doctrines of the gospel, and the im-
portant relative and other duties resulting there-
from.

These meetings were exceedingly interesting,
from the simple yet unequivocal evidences often
afforded of the operation of the Spirit of the Al-
mighty upon the hearts of the people. Our little
church, from time to time, received considerable
accessions of such as we had reason to hope were
also members of the church of the first-born, whose
names are written in heaven.

In the admission of members, we acted with
what perhaps many would consider the extreme of
cantion. Individuals whose moral character has
been irreproachable, whose views of divine truth
have been clear and seriptural, and whose motives,
so far as we could judge, have been pure, have
remaine¢ two, and sometimes three years as can-
didates, although we could not prefer any allega-
tion directly against them. The admission of such
has been declined, because we feared, that though
their knowledge was commendable, and their con-

Wl F
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duet influenced by the precepts of the gospel, their
hearts were not under its decisive inHluence:; in
short, that they had not undergone that change of
mind, which our Lord himself, in his conversation
with Nicodemus, called being ¢ born again,” and
without which he had declared no man can enter
into the kingdom of heaven. In other instances,
however, the testimony relative to this change
was so decisive and powerful, that we could not,
dared not, hesitate.

The reason the natives have given of their Chris-
tian hope, has often been not only satisfactory, as
it regarded the individual, but important, and in a
high degree interesting, as an evidence of the
universality of the depravity of man ; and also as
shewing the effects of Divine truth, under the
influence of the Spirit of God, to be the same
in every clime, producing correspundmg effects
upon men of every diversity in colour, language,
and circumstance. Hence, one of the strongest
modern evidences in the history of man, of “the
unequivocal origin of Christianity, has been afford-
ed, and its “perfect adaptation to the condition of
the whole human race.

The same latent enmity to the moral restraints
Christianity imposes on the vicious propensities of
men, the same unwiilingness to admit its uncom-
promising claims to the surrender of the heart, was
experienced here, as in other parts. The same
tendency to suppose the favour of God might be
obtained liy services which they could perform,
and the same unbelief under convictions of sin, and
unwillingness to go to the Saviour without a recom-
mendation—that is so often met with in DthE]b—-—'
was felt by them.

But while, in these respects, the experience of
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the converts in the South Sea Islands resembled
that of Christians in other parts of the world,
there were points in which it has often appeared to
us peculiar. We never met with one who doubted
the natural depravity, or innate tendency to evil,
in the human heart. We never met with any who
were inclined to suppose they could, without some
procuring cause, be Justlﬁeci in the sight of God.
This may perhaps arise from the circumstance of
there being no individual among them, whose past
life had nc::ut been polluted by deeds which even
natural conscience told them were wrong, and
consequently, no arguments were necessary to con-
vince any one that he was guilty before God. They

must have flenied the existence of the Deity, and
of all by which the living God is distinguished
from their own senseless 1f1013, before they could
for a moment suppose their past lives appeared
otherwise than criminal before Him. Their fearful
state, and the consequences of guilt, they never
disputed, but were always ready to acknowledge
that they must not only appear ecriminal, but
offensive to the Most High, on account of their
vices. There were, however, In connexion with
these truths, matters associated with the impres-
sion upon their minds, that sometimes a little
surprised us.

Under declarations of the nature and dreadful
consequences of sin, aggravated as theirs had been,
the denunciation of the penalties of the law of
God, and even under the awakenings of their own
consciences to a conviction of sin, we seldom per-
ceived that deep and acute distress of mind, which
in circumstances of a similar kind we should have
expected. In connexion with this, when such
mdividuals were enabled to exercise faith mm the

o
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atonement of Christ, and to indulge a hope of
exemption from all the fearful effects of sin and
guilt, this apprehension has not, in many instances,
been attended by that sudden relief, and that
exstatic joy, which is often manifested in other
parts of the world, by individuals in correspond-
ing circumstances. Yet, in many instances, we
have not doubted the sincerity of their declara-
tions, or the genuineness of their faith in the
Redeemer.

We have often tried to account for this apparent
anomaly in their Christian character, but have not
been altogether satisfied with the causes to which
we have sometimes assigned it. It does not
appear, generally, that their emotions are so acute
as ours, or that they are equally susceptible of
Joy and sorrow with persons trained in civilized
society. Besides this, though their ideas of the
nature and consequences of sin, the blessedness of
forgiveness, and the hope of future happiness, were
correct so far as they went, yet the varied repre-
sentations of the punishment and sufferings of the
wicked, and the corresponding views of heaven, as
the state of the greatest blessedness, being to
them partial and new, the impressions were pro-
bably vague and indistinct; while with us, from
long familiarity, they are at once vivid and power-
ful. Without pausme; to inquire into its cause, it
seemed right to mention the fact; better reasons
may perhapa be assigned.

We have often also remarked, that there are
but few of what would be called sudden conver-
sions. In general, the process by which their
views and feelings have been changed, has been
gradual, and almost imperceptible, as to its precise
manner of operation, though ultimately most de-
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eisive in its nature, and unquestionable in its ten-
dency. Though these gradual transformations are
the general means by which, through the Holy
Spirit, we hope many have been made partakers
of the grace of eternal life, there have been excep-
tions. Some have been melted under the truth,
others have been led to rejoice in the promises of
the gospel, and raised to gladness and praise.
These facts are adapted to shew that the Spirit of
God is not limited, in the manner of His opera-
tions on the human mind, to any one particular
kind of order and rule.

The accounts of their views of Divine truth, and
their reasons for desiring to join with us, have
often been delightful and satisfactory, not only in
the Society, but also in the northern isles of the
Pacific. One from a native of the latter, although
it has appeared in the American Mlssmnary Herald,
has not been given to the British public; and its
character is so unequivocal, that I cannot deny
myself the pleasure of inserting it.

Buaiti, the individual to whom it refers 1 be-
tween thlrtjr and forty years of age. I believe I
had the honour of preaching the gospel in his
native islands the first time he ever heard it. It,
however, produced no salutary effect then; nor,
indeed, until some time after. Since I left the
islands, the preaching and instructions of Mr.
Richards have been singularly useful to this indi-
vidual, as well as to others; he has given every
~evidence of their having, under the blessing of
God, produced an entire and highly beneficial
change in his sentiments, feelings, and conduct.

The late queen of the Sandwich Islands, with
her usual benevolence, had always tre&ted him
with kindness; and the recollection of it is still
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retained. Buaiti was his native name, but, when
he was baptized, he wished to be called Bartimeus ;
and, in order to preserve the sense of his loss in
the death of the queen, he requested that Lalana,
London, the place of her death, might be added to
his name. When he was admitted a member of
the Christian church at Lahaina, he was asked by
the Missionary, Why do you request to be received
into the church? He replied—

Because I love Jesus Christ, I love you, and I
desire to dwell with you in the fold of Christ, and
to join with you in eating the holy bread, and
drinking the holy wine.

What is the holy bread ?

It is the body of Christ, which he gave to save
sinners,

Do we then eat the body of Christ ?

No; but we eat the bread which means his
body : and, as we eat bread that our bodies may
not die, so our souls love Jesus Christ, and receive
him for their Saviour, that they may not die.

What is the holy wine ?

It is the blood of Christ, which he poured out
on Calvary, in Jerusalem in Judea, to save us
sinners. .

Do we, then, drink the blood of Christ ?

No; but the wine signifies his blood, just as the
holy bread signifies his body: and all those who
go to Christ, and lean on him, will have their sins
washed away by his blood, and their souls saved
for ever in heaven.

Why do you think it more suitable that yon
should join the church than others ?

Perhaps it is not, (hesitating.) If it is not pro-
per, you must tell me. But I do greatly desire to
dwell with you ir the fold of Christ.
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Who do you think are the proper persons to be
received into the church?

Those who have repented of their sins, and have
obtained new hearts.

What is a new heart ?

It is one which loves God, and loves the word of
God, and does not love sin, or sinful ways.

Do you think you have obtained a new heart ?

At one time I think I have, and then again I
think I have not. I do not know,—I hope I have
a new heart.

What makes you hope you have a new heart ?

This is the reason why I hope I have a new
heart. The heart I have now is not like the heart
I formerly had. The one I have now is very bad,
it is unbelieving, and inclined to evil. DBut it is
not like the one I formerly had. Yes; I think {
have a new heart.

The satisfaction arising from th:s simple yet de-
cisive testimony, is increased from a knowledge of
the fact stated by Mr. Richards; namely, that
these questions and answers were not committed
to memory, and merely recited on the occasion,
but that they were the undisguised motives and
feelings by which he was influenced. He had no
knowledge of the questions that would be pro-
posed, until the time when they would be publicly
asked, and consequently could not have previously
framed the replies he gave. The above may be
taken as a sample of the kind of declarations made
by those who are united in church-fellowship ;
and though it relates to a native of the North
Pacific Isles, it resembles, in its principal charac-
teristics, many given by the natives of the Southern
group. Simphmty is the dlqtmgulshmg feature in
all their religious intercourse of this kind.
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The meeting of such as were desirous of
uniting with us continued ; and from among those
who attended, many were added to the church.
Besides this meeting, we held one with the com-
municants only, on the Friday evening preceding
the Sabbath when the ordinance was administered,
which was the first Sabbath in every month. At
these times, new members were proposed by the
Missionary, or by any member, to the whole body.
Inquiry was made of those present, as to their
eligibility, and if any had objections to an indi-
vidual, he was requested to state them there; if
not, one or two of the members were directed to
call upon the parties at their habitations, to
converse with them, and report the same at
the next meeting, for the satisfaction of the
church. It was regarded by us a duty, to see
these persons more than once during the inter-
vening month.

At the next meeting, these individuals were
proposed by name; the recommendation of the
persons who had visited them, and of the Mission-
ary, given ; and if the members present knew any
reasons why they should not be united with them,
they were requested to state the same; if not, to
signify assent by lifting up the right hand. When
the members proposed had been thus individually
approved, as they were usually in attendance,’
they were brought to the chapel, and interrogated
singly, as to their reasons for desiring to unite with
us. To these questions brief replies were usually
rendered ; and they were informed that the mem-
bers of the church, considering them proper per-
sons, were happy to receive them. The right hand
of ﬁallﬂwshlp was then given by the Missionaries,
and subsequently by the members, to those thus
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received ;" and the meeting closed with devotional
exercises. .

We did not require any written confession of
faith, nor invariably a verbal account of experience,
from the persons admitted. In this latter respect,
our procedure was not uniform, but regulated by
the peculiar circumstances of the individual.

There is another pleasing trait in their Chris-
tian character, namely, their undoubting recep-
tion of the scriptures, as a Divine revelation.
We have plainly and uniformly stated its truths,
inculcating among them no opinions or sentiments,
on matters of religion, but such as are found in the
Bible ; declaring that what it taught was essential,
and that all the opinions of men, however excel-
lent, are in comparison unimportant. To the
Bible we have always appealed, as the authority
for what we have taught, stating that its de-
clarations allowed of no evasion. The injunctions
of scripture they have therefore been accustomed
to receive implicitly, as they are recorded; and
while they exercise their own judgments very
freely in matters of human opinion, I never knew
one, who professed himself a Christian, inclined to
doubt the authority of the Bible. To this standard
we have always referred their sentiments and their
conduct; and by the criterion it furnishes, we always
recommended their examining their own condition,
rather than comparing themselves with others.

Often, when we have recommended some mea-
sure of a religious or general nature, which we
have supposed would be advantageous to them,
they have inquired, What says the scripture? Is
there any thing about it in the word of God ? If,
as was sometimes the case, we were under the
necessity of stating, that there was nothing in the
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scripture directly referring to our recomniendation,
but that it was according to the general tenor and
spirit of the scriptures, or corresponding with the
practice of Christians in England, or that we
thought it would prove beneficial,—they would
sometimes answer, ‘ That may be very good, but
as it 1s only a matter of opinion with you, we will
think about it.” On the other hand, so far as
those who were members of our churches, or had
been baptized, were concerned, I cannot recollect
any measure we ever proposed, for which we could
refer to the explicit declaration of scripture as our
authority, that they did not at once unhesitatingly
adopt. It was much more satisfactory to us that
the conduct of their lives should be regulated by
principles derived from the scripture, than by the
opinion of their teachers, however highly they
might respect them; and we had always rather
that they should ask, ¢“ What says the word of
God ?” than, ¢ What say the Missionaries ?” The
opinions of their teachers may change, or teachers
of different opinions may succeed them, but the
word of God will endure unalterably the same,
being a more sure word, whereunto they do well
to take heed.

What the experience of my predecessors in the
field may have been, with regard to the manner in
which the natives were disposed to admit the
claims of the scriptures to a divine origin, I am
not prepared to state with confidence. 1 believe,
however, it was not so much to the divine antho-
rity, as to the doctrines of the sacred volume, that
t‘ne:,r objected. So far as my recollection serves,
with regard to the island of Huahine, the inhabit-
ants, thuugh not 1dolaters, certainly were not
Chl"ihilﬁtlu, except in name; and in the Sandwich
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Islands, where, on my first arrival, the people were
more opposed than inclined to all that is essential
to Christianity, I do not remember to have met
with an individual disposed to doubt the origin, or
dispute the authority, of revelation. It was to the
injunctions and doctrines of the Bible, that hum-
bled their pride, and prohibited their vicious prac-
tices, &c. that they objected.

It may be said, that while they believed in ido-
latry—and revelations from the gods by dreams, or
other intimations through the medium of the prlestq
were acknowledged—they might suppose the truths
of the Bible to be a collection of revelations
similar in kind to these, only, as a vriest on one
occasion stated to me, better preserved, being
““ made fast upon the paper.” But after they had
renounced idolatry, and treated with contempt the
notions formerly entertained respecting the power
of the gods, and regarded all the pretended revela-
tions of them as deceptions of the priests, the claims
of the Bible remained undisputed.

The uniform acceptance of the declarations of
Seripture as Divine communications to mankind,
was not the result of any arguments employed by
us. We never attempted to establish by argu-
ment what they were not inclined to doubt. Our
instructions were, therefore, generally delivered in
the simplicity of assertion or testimony, accom-
panied with suitable admonition and application
to our hearers ; taking it as an admitted principle,
that the scriptures contained a declaration of the
will of God.

When asked, as we sometimes were, ¢ How do
you know the Bible is the word of God ?” we did
not adduce an infallible church, by which it had
been determined what were the canonical books,
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and by whom they had been preserved; nor did
we refer them often to the testimony of history, to
prove that the persons, whose names were affixed
to the different parts, actually wrote the books
ascribed to them ; but we referred them to their
internal evidence, their harmony or accordance
with the works of creation, and the dispensations
of Providence, in their display of the Divine cha-
racter and perfections, their admirable adaptation
to the end for which they were given, and the uni-
versality of their application to mankind. Next to
the agency of that blessed Spirit, under whose in-
fluence those scriptures were first penned, and by
which alone they become the means of spiritual
illumination to any individual, the internal evi-
dences of the Bible have operated upon the
minds of the natives with greatest force. When
they have been asked why they believed the
seriptures to be the word of God, they have an-
swered, ‘“ We believe they have a higher than
human origin, because they reveal what man could
never know ; not only in reference to God himself,
but our own origin and destinies, and what, when
revealed, appears to us true ; because its declara-
tions accord with the testimony of our own con-
sciences, as to the moral character of our actions ;
and because, though written by persons who never
saw us, or knew our thoughts, i1t describes so
accurately our inclinations, imaginations, motives,
and passions. It must have been dictated by One
who knew what man was, better than we know
each other, or it could not have displayed our
actual state so correctly.” These, or declarations to
the same effect, if not given in precisely the same
words, were the reasons they frequently assigned
for believing the divine origin of the scriptures.
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Several remarkable instances of the effect of the
word of God, and the power of conscience, occurred
about the year 1819. One Sabbath morning, Mr.
Nott had been preaching from the words—¢ Let
him that stole, steal no more.” In his discourse,
he had refuted the idea they had formerly held,
that theft was no crime, but rather an act of merit,
if committed with dexterity ; and had shewn that
the ciremutsance of detection or escape did not
alter the moral quality of the act in the sight of
God ; that every means employed unjustly to de-
prive another of his property, was an act of theft,
and that restitution ought to be made for past
robberies, as well as honesty practised for the
future. The next morning, when he arose and
opened his door, he saw a number of natives
sitting on the gmund in the front of his dwelling.
Their appearance was rather singular, and the
unseasonable time of their assembling led him to
inquire the cause. They answered, “ We have
not been able to sleep all night; we were in the
chapel yesterday ; we thought, when we were
pagans, that it was right to steal when we could do
it without being found out. Hiro, the god of
thieves, used to assist us. But we heard what you
said yesterday from the word of God, that Jehovah
had ‘commanded that we should not steal. We
have stolen, and all these things that we have
brought with us are stolen goods.” One then
lifted up an axe, a hatchet, or a chisel, and ex-
claimed, I stole this from the carpenter of such
a ship,” naming the vessel, &c. Othkers held up
an umeti, or a saw, or a knife ; and, indeed, almost
every kind of moveable property was brought and
exhibited, with confessions of its having been
stolen. ~ Mr. Nott said, rather smilingly, ¢ What
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have you brought them to me for ? 1 do not want
them.” (The sentiment had often been circulated,
that the receiver of stolen goods was as bad as the
thief.) “ You had better take them home, and,
if you have stolen any from your own cou ntr}rmen
return them ; and when the ships come again from
which any of the goods have been stolen, take
them back, together with a present to the captain
or the Carpenter expressive of your desire to make
restitution.” They all said—* Oh, no, we cannot
take them back ; we have had no peace ever since
we heard it was displeasing to God, and we shall
have no peace so long as they remain in our
dwellings; we wish you to take them, and give
them back to the owners whenever they come.”
Such was the power of conscience, that although
they were even tools, which the natives value more
highly than gold, and although Mr. Nott requested
them to take them back, he could not persuade
one of them to do so; they left them all with him,
to be returned to their owners. They went even
farther than this: some had stolen articles from
one of the Missionaries at Eimeo. They fitted up
a canoe, and with the first fair wind undertook a
voyage upwards of seventy miles, for the purpose
of carrying back what they had taken.

In the island of Raiatea, a native, walking on
one occasion towards the mountain, discovered a
hen’s nest, with a number of eggs in 1t at the root
of a tree. He eagerly seized the prize, put the
eggs in the native cloth he wore, and proceeded
with them to his house. On the way, he recol-
lected the commandment—¢ Thou shalt not steal,”
and though he had found the nest far from any
habitation, in the midst of the woods, and did not
know that he had robbed any one except the hen,
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vet he knew the eggs were not his ; and so power-
ful was the impression of the Jmprﬂprlety of the
action, that he returned to the nest, and very care-
fully replacecl the eggs.

A similar course was pursued by a native with
whom I was once travelling across the island, with
regard to a pocket-knife that he had picked up,
but afterwards threw down, near the same place,
simply because it did not belong to him.

These facts are most pleasing and decisive illus-
trations of the power of Christian principles. Yet
avery individual is not influenced by them. These
were Christian men ; there are others who are such
only in name, and who are addicted to the prac-
tice of pilfering and theft, especially at those
stations near the harbours which are the most fre-
quent resorts of shipping, where the temptations
are greatest, and the influence of foreign inter-
course most Injurious. Nevertheless, when we
consider that they were formerly, as every navi-
gator by whom they were visited has testified,
almost a nation of thieves—that Hiro, the god of
thieves and plunderers, occupied a place in their
mythology, and had a temple and priests—we can-
not but admire the operation of Christian princi-
ples in producing, in such a number of instances,
a consclentious regard to justice and honesty. It
was, there is reason to believe with many, the
resuli; not of an apprehension of detection, but of
a strict regard to moral rectitude, and the declﬂred
will of Him who said, * Thou shalt not steal.”

Towards the close of the year 1820, Mr. Davies
left Fare, to supply the station at Papara in Tahiti,
which hﬂd been destitute of a Missionary since the
decease of Messrs. Tessier and Bicknell. The
management of the press, supplying the books for
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the whole of the Leeward Islands, the superin-
tendence of the schools, promoting the civilization
of the people, attending the religious meetings,
together with our pastoral duties, now pressed so
heavily upon us, that we found some assistance
requisite. This we necessarily sought among the
converts, and were happy to find four persons,
members of the church, suitable to act as assist-
ants, whom we proposed to the church to elect as
deacons. Diaconi is the term by which they are
designated ; not, however, selected from any strong
predilection to the term, or any extraordinary im-
portance attached to it, but because a scriptural
term, and one more easily assimilated to the idiom
of their language than some others.

On the 15th of February, 1821, they were set
apart in the church to this office, by an address
from 1 Tim. 1. 10. and prayer for the blessing
of God upen them. Auna, Taua, Pohuetea, and
Matatore, were the persons selected, and so long
as I continued m the islands, we found them
consistent Christians, and valuable coadjutors in
managing the temporal concerns of the church,
visiting the sick, attending the prayer-meet-
ings, &c.

Religion was now almost the sole business of
the people at Fare, and the adjacent districts;
and although the meetings were frequent, many
continued to visit our dwellings, sometimes by day-
break ; and often, after we had retired to rest at
night, one or two would come knocking gently at
our doors or windows, begging us to give them
directions, or to answer their inquiries as to the
thoughts that distressed their minds. No time, no
place, appeared to them unappropriate ; and whe-
ther they sat in the house, or walked by the way
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~—skimmed the surface of the water in their light
canoe, or laboured in the garden—religion wus
the tﬁplc of their conversation. Their motives
were various, and probably often of a verv mixed
character. Some were influenced by a desire to
be thought well of by their neighbours; many
wished to be baptized without feeling the necessity
of, or more earnestly seeking, that spiritual purifi-
cation which 1t signified ; and others, perhaps,
considering church-membership as the highest
Christian distinction they could gain, desired to be
admitted to the communion, as an end of their
profession, rather than a means of higher spiritual
attainments.

Such individuals, we deemed it, on all occa-
sions, necessary to caution with the greatest dis-
tinctness and fidelity. But while these were the
motives by which we have reason to believe many
were influenced, there were others who certainly
acted from different feelings, who were unable to
rest under a sense of guilt and its fearful conse-
quences ; who desired to hear more about God,
his mercey to sinners, and the love of their Saviour,
that their burden of sin might be removed ; while
some, desirous of expressing their sense of the
goodness of God, were anxious to be informed
what they might do to promote his praise. I can-
not look back upon this period of my Missionary
life with indifference; nor can I contemplate the
state of the people at this time, without believing
that the Spirit of God was powerfully operating
upon the minds of many. Of this, their subse-
quent lives have afforded satisfactory evidence.
Instability is one of the prominent traits of Tahi-
tian character; and did we not believe m a higher
agency than their own purposes or principles, we

11, G
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should fear that many would abandon the pro-
fession they have made, and return to their former
course of life.

Although the advantages resulting from frequent
meetings for religious conversation were too ob-
vious to allow us to withhold every encouragement;
and though, under the present circumstances and
feelings of the people, they were peculiarly so;
yet, as many of the communicants, and several
who were desirous of umiting with them, were
females, there were many thmgs in' reference  to
which they needed advice, but which they did not
feenssuitable  tovintroduce at'a public meeting.
Mrs. Barft:'and Mrs. Eli:s, therefore, being able to
converse familiarly in the native ]a.ng;uage pro-
posed to meet the female members of the church,
and those of their own sex who were desirous of
joining them, once a week, for general conversa-
tion, and mutual sptrltual improvement.  This
was an interesting meeting; it was held alter-
nately at our re*epective hal}ihtinns, Mrs. Barff
and Mrs. Ellis both attending. It commenced
with singing a hymn ; a prayer was offered, and a
portion of seripture read. After this, the most
unreserved conversation followed, on religious sub-
jects, the training of their chiidren, and other rela-
tive duties connected with the new order of things
which Christianity had introduced.

Parental discipline among the people, prior to
their reception of Christianity, had been remark-
ably lax. The children were their own masters as
soon as they could act for themselves, and the
restraint which the mother could impose was
trifling indeed. Such, indeed, was the abundance
of provision, that the maintenance of a child was a
matfer of no anxiety to any one. IHence, if a boy
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felt oftended with his parents, he left them without
ceremony, attached himself to another family in
an adjacent or remote district, and remained for
months without wvisiting his father’s house. To
restrain these fugitive habits, and train their chil-
dren to regular industry, was one of the duties
inculeated on Christian parents; yet the children
could but ill brook any restraint. I have seen a
child, not more than six years old, strike or throw
stones at his mother, and the father would often-
times be scarcely more regarded. And notwith-
standing all the instructions they have received,
that important duty, the proper management of
children, is still very imperfectly understood and
praﬂtlsed

The mothers appeared anxious to influence the
minds of their children, and gain their respect by
kindness. The fathers sometimes had recourse to
harsher measures. Hoibu had two sons, that were
a source of great trouble to him. One of our
number went one day into his house, which was a
native dwelling, with no other ceiling than the
inside of the roof, the ridge-pole extending along
the centre, about twenty feet from the floor. After
talking some time with the man, the visitor heard
something rustling in a long basket of cocoa-nut
leaves at the top of the house, and, looking up,
saw the legs and arms of a boy protruding from
the basket. On inquiring the cause of this, Hoibu
said, the boy had been disobedient, and, in order
to convinee him of his error, he had ﬁrst talked to
him, and then put him into the basket, and, pass-
ing a rope over the ridge-pole, had fastened one
end of it to the basket, and, pulling the other, had
drawn him up there, that he might think on his -
disobedience, and not be guilty of the same again.

g 3
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He was informed that it was rather a novel mode
of punishment, and that it was hoped he would
not keep him there long. He said, no, he should
lower him before the evening. A similar mode of
punishment may, I believe, have been used in
some of our public schools, in which a kind of
large birdcage has been substituted for a basket ;
but of this Hoibu had never heard. The invention
was his own, and it was scarcely possible to repress
a smile at the ludicrous appearance of the sus-
pended boy.

Although the training of their children, and
other domestic duties, which the females were now
called to discharge, were important matters of
inquiry, there were others, more deeply interest-
ing, frequently brought forward at their meetings.
Some of these questions regarded the children who
were born since the gospel had been introduced,
and who they were most anxious should share all
its blessings ; others frequently referred to such as
they had murdered under the influence of idolatry.
Sometimes a mother would, in enumerating the
crimes of which she had been guilty, recount the
number of her children she had destroyed, and
with anguish relate her struggles of affection, or
pangs of remorse, and the distress she now felt:
observing, that their images were ever present to
her thoughts, and, as it were, constantly haunting
her paths, so that she was afraid even to retire to
the secret places of the bushes for private prayer,
lest their ghosts should rise before her. Often
such individuals would say, they feared there was
no hope of mercy for them, that they had re-
peatedly committed the premeditated murder of
the innocent, and would perhaps repeat the scrip-
ture declaration, that no murderer hath eternal

——
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life abiding in him, and ask, ““ Ought I go to
Jesus Christ for pardon? were any murderers of
their own children ever forgiven?”

While some would ask such questions as these,
or state them as the exercises of their own minds,
there were others who would speak of the cruelties
of which they had been guilty, with a want of
feeling that has appeared to border on insensibility
to their enormity. Many, however, especially
those who were most sensible of the mercy of God
through Christ, would on these occasions expatiate
on the amazing forbearance of Jehovah, in sparing
such merciless creatures as they had been. They
would also express their astonishment at the love
of Christ in dying for them; and the abundance
of his compassion, in continuing to send them the
mtelligence of his salvation, and, after they had
long disregarded it, not only forbearing, but mak-
ing them willing in the day of his power; melting
their hearts, drawing them with cords of affection,
and now causing them to rejoice in his love shed
abroad in their hearts.

Occasionally they would, in most affecting
strains, allude to the anguish which the sight of
their neighbours’ children produced, by recalling
to remembrance those whom they had destroyed.
The contrast they often drew between their own
childless and desolate condition through their
former cruel practice of infant murder, and that
of those happy parents who, under the reign of
the Messiah, were surrounded by their children,
was touching and painful. These were topics that
could not be discussed without emotion, either by
those who brought them forward, or by those from
whom direction and advice were sought.

There was another matter connected with this,
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of scarcely inferior interest, and that was the state
of those infants after death. Are their spirits,

they would say, in outer darkness, where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth——ﬂr are they happy?

In reply to this, the:j,r were informed, that though
they had not sinned, they had suﬁered death as
the effect of Adam’s transgression, yet that there
was reason to hope and believe they were interested
in the covenant of redemption, the condition of
which the Lord Jesus Christ had fulfilled, and that
therefore they were happy.

It is impossible to conceive the satisfaction of
mind which this opinion has inspired in those who
had been guilty of the destruction of their off-
spring, though they were still sensible that the
final condition of the murdered infants did not
diminish the eriminality of the unnatural deed.

In reference to this point, they would often ask
whether they should in heaven know those they
had been acquainted with on earth, and especially
if there they should recognize the children they
had destroyed. In reply, they were informed,
that from all that was said on the heavenly state
in the scriptures, there was reason to believe that
friends on earth would know each other there, and
that it was probable christian mothers would meet
their children.

These were not mere speculatwe inquiries, the
parties had a deep personal interest in them ; and
Mrs. Ellis has been greatly affected in witnessing
the emotions with which these discussions have
been carried on. I can readily suppose it alto-
gether impossible to conceive of the rapturous
expectation with which a christian mother, child-
less and desolate from her own cruelties, would by
faith anticipate meeting in a world of $plr1ts the
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children she had murdered in her days of igno-
rance on earth, and joining with them to celebrate
the praises of Him who had snatched them from
the region of sin ere they had felt its bitter con-
tamination, and by whom she had been brought to
share redemption from its curse.

This opinion was not given simply to afford alle-
viation to the distressed feelings of such unhappy
parents, but because 1t did not seem opposed, but
rather favoured, by the word of God, agreeable to
the benevolent character of the Deity, and adapted
to enlarge our views of His compassion, without
affecting His other attributes. We could, therefore,
adopt the language and sentiments of the poet, in
the belief that,

“ The harp of heaven
Had lack’d its least, but not its meanest string,
Had children not been taught to play upon it,
And sing, from feelings all their own, what men
Nor angels can conceive of creatures, born
Under the curse, yet from the curse redeem’d,
And placed at once beyond the power to fall,
Safely, which men nor angels ever knew,
Till ranks of these, and all of those, had fallen,”

The meeting of the females was closed with
prayer by one of the natives, who, if a mother,
would give the child, she had perhaps been nurs-
ing in her lap, to some one sitting by. Their
prayers were marked by deep spirituality and
strong feeling; and, I believe, these meetings
were among the seasons of most intense and
pamnful, or joyous and hallowed emotion, ever
experienced. The individual engaging in the de-
votional exercise has sometimes, from the strength
of feeling, been unable to proceed, and tears alone
have afforded relief. '
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Early in the year 1821, in order to cultivate the
most affectionate and profitable intercourse with
our penple, we proposed, in addition to visits in
times of sickness, to pay to each family a pastoral
visit, for part of an evening, once a month, or at
least once in the course of two months. Mr. Barff
and myself, dividing the families between us, were
enabled to accomplish this. We were received
with kindness by the parties, and it was our study
to make these visits advantageous. The time was
not spent in the useless recital of the passing reports
of the day; we addressed ourselves to each indi-
dual, when circumstances admitted, directing and
encouraging them in their adherence to the Sa-
viour, or inviting them to Him, and concluded
our visit by uniting in prayer for the blessing of
God upon their household, &c. We trust these
domiciliary visits were beneficial ; they were often
cheering to our own minds. Some of the many
happy hours I have been privileged to spend in
Missionary occupations have been those passed in
the native families on such occasions. Here
we sometimes saw the household wirtues, the
endearments of social and domestic comfort, che-
rished—shedding their benign, elevating, and
purifying influence upon a family, the principal
members, and sometimes the greater part, of which
were enjoying that blessing which maketh rich,
and addeth no sorrow, and were preparing to join
the family of the redeemed in the abodes of bless-
edness.

Associated with these delightful duties, there
were others equally needful, but less p]easmg,
which we were called to (llSCh"tF"-"‘ﬁ in connexion
with the infant church we had been honoured to
gather. These were acts of discipline, in the
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dismissal of those who, by their conduct, had dis-
graced the Christian profession. On these occa-
siong, we presented to their consideration the
direction of the scriptures, and the duty of the
church resulting therefrom; and when it was
necessary to dismiss an individual from fellowship,
it was always done with solemn prayer and most
affecting regret.

We were not called to this painful duty soon or
often. One or two instances occurred before I
removed to the Sandwich Islands. They were,
however, exceedingly distressing, especially the
first, which preyed so constantly upon the mind of
the individual, that, though fully convinced of his
fault, and the propriety of the proceeding, he
never recovered the shock he received. It was
exceedingly painful to those who could no longer,
without dishonouring the Christian name, allow
him to be identified with them, to separate him.
He soon offered every evidence of deep and sin-
cere penitence, and was affectionately invited to
return to the bosom of the church: but although
he came again among them, a cloud ever after
hung over him; and a disease, aggravated by
mental anxiety, attacked his frame, and soon
brought him to the grave.

Christian churches were formed upon the same
or similar principles in the Windward or Georgian
Islands, some months before this was established
i Huahine. From the peculiar local circum-
stances of the people, the churches in Tahiti have
been exposed to greater trials than that in Hua-
hine has yet experienced, especially those formed
in stations adjacent to the anchorage of shipping.
In the vicinity of these, the baneful influence of
foreign seamen is most destructive of moral m-
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provement and Christian propriety ; and it is pro-
bable that there is more immorality among the
inhabitants, and more disorder in the churches, at
the statinns which are the resort of shipping, than
in all others throughout the islands. Still the
churches there, have not been, and are not, without
some indication of the Divine care and blessing.

Subsequently, churches were formed in Raiatea,
Tahaa, and Borabora, which have in general pros-
pered.  As their constitution and proceedings
resemble those of Huahine, it is unnecessary to
detail their origin or progress. I have selected
that in Huahine, not because it is superior to
others for its order, or faith, or the piety of its
members, but because it was that of which I was,
with my esteemed colleague, a pastor, till the pro-
vidence of God called me to another field of Mis-
sionary labour—and because it was planted in the
station at which I spent the greater part of the time
I resided in the South Sea Islands.

I have also been minute, perhaps too much so,
in detailing its nature, order, and discipline. This
has not arisen from a desire to give it undue pro-
minency, but because it forms an important epoch
in the history of the people, and is a matter of con-
siderable interest with many who are concerned in
the extension of the Christian faith throughout the
world ; I also conceived the patrons of the South
Sea Mission entitled to the most ample information
on the subject.

It has not been my object to exhibit the plan
and order of this, or the other churches in those
islands, as models of perfection, nor to claim for
them any degree of excellency which others,
formed and n;,gula,ted differently in some minor
respects, might not possess; but simply to narrate
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our own views, and consequent proceedings, In
reference to measures which will be regarded with
indifterence by few, whatever may be their peculiar
opinions as to the plan we have pursued. From
all, I would ask fervent prayer, that whatever has
~been contrary to the will of God may be amended,
and that what has been agreeable thereto may
continue to receive lis ble‘~31ﬂg The church of
Christ in Huahine, as well as those in other
1islands, has had its trials. Some of its members,
as might be expected, have departed from the faith
and the purity of the gospel. And among the
professors of religion in this and the other islands,
some, designating themselves prophets, have de-
clared that they have received special revelation
from heaven. They have pretended that they
were Inspired by the spirit of John the Baptist,
the woman of Samaria, or the apostle Paul, not
to supersede the gospel, but to add something to it.
The declarations of their visions and dreams have
been the most absurd imaginable. Several of
these visionaries, of both sexes, were persons of
doubtful morals, and some have become profligate.
The Missionaries are of opinion, that a desire to
exempt themselves from the moral restraints of
the gospel, has been the secret but principal
motive by which they have been influenced.
This appears confirmed by their declaring that
when the mind was under the influence of the
spirit by which they pretended to be inspired, they
could not commit sin, as whatever they did during
those seasons was the act of the body alone, and
was not a moral delinquency. Their injurious
efforts were met in a becoming manner by the
great body of the people, and the greater part of
those who were drawn away have manifested their
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CHAP.-IV;

Government of the South Sea Islands monarchical and
arbitrary—Intimately connected with idolatry—Differ-
ent ranks in society—Slavery—The proprietors of lana
—The regal family—Sovereignty hereditary—Abdica-
tion of the father in favour of the son-—-Distinctions of
royalty—Modes of travelling—Sacredness of the king’s
person—Homage of the people—Singular ceremonies
attending the inauguration of the king—Language of
the Tahitian court—The royal residences—Dress, &c.—
Sources of revenue—Tenure of land—Division of the
country— National councils—Forfeiture of possessions.

Tue government of the South Sea Islands, like
that in Hawaii, was an arbitrary monarchy. The
supreme authority was vested in the king, and was
hereditary in his family. It differed materially
from the systems existing among the Marquesians
in the east, and the New Zealanders in the south-
west. There is no supreme ruler in either of these
groups of islands, but the different tribes or clans
are governed by their respective chieftains, each
of whom is, in general, independent of any other.
Regarding the inhabitants of Tahiti, and the
adjacent islands, as an uncivilized people, ignorant
of letters and the arts, their modes of governing
were necessarily rude and irregular. In many
respects, however, their institutions indicate great
attention to the principles of government, an
acquaintance with the means of controlling the
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conduct of man, and an advancement in the orga-
nization of their civil polity, which, under corre-
sponding circumstances, is but rarely attained,
and could scarcely have been expected.

Their government, in all its multiplied ramifi-
cations, in its abstract theory, and in its practical
details, was closely interwoven with their false
system of religion. The god and the king were
generally supposed to share the authority over
mankind. The latter sometimes personated the
former, and received the homage and the requests
presented by the votaries of the imaginary divinity,
and at other times officiated as the head of his
people, in rendering their acknowledgments to
the gods. The office of high-priest was fr equently
sustained by the hmg—wht} thus united m his
person the highest civil and sacerdotal station in
the land. The genealogy of the reigning family
was usually traced back to the first ages of their
traditionary history ; and the kings, in some of the
rslands, were supposed to have descended from the
gods. Their persons were always sacred, and their
families constituted the highest rank recognized
among the people.

The different grades in society were not so dis-
tinctly marked in Polynesia, as among the inhabit-
ants of India, where the institution of caste exists ;
nor were they so strongly defined in Tahiti as
among the Sandwich Islanders, whose government
was perhaps more despotic than that which pre-
vailed in the southern islands. The lines of sepa-
ration were, nevertheless, sufficiently distinet ; the
higher orders being remarkably tenacious of their
dignity, and jealous of its deterioration by contact
with inferiors.

Society among them was divided into three dis-
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tinct ranks: the hui arii, the royal family and
nobility—the bue raatira, the landed provrietors,
or gentry and farmers—and the manahune, or
common people. These three ranks were sub-
divided into a number of distimet classes; the
lowest class included the titi and the teuteu, the
slaves and servants; the former were those Whﬂ
had lost their liberty in battle, or who, in conse-
quence of the defeat of the chieftains to whom
they were attached, had become the property of
the conquerors. This kind of slavery appears to
have existed among them from time immemorial.
Individuals captured in actual combat, or who fled
to the chief for protection when disarmed or dis-
abled in the field, were considered the slaves of the
captor or chief by whom they were protected. The
women, children, and others, who remained in the
districts of the vanquished, were also regarded as
belonging to them ; and the lands they occupied,
together with their fields and plantations, were
distributed among the victors.

We do not know that they ever carried on a
traffic in slaves, or sold those whom they had con-
quered, though a chief might give a captive for a
servant to a friend. This is the only kind of
slavery that has ever obtained among them, and it
corresponds with that which has prevailed in most
of the nations of the earth in their rude state, or
during the earlier periods of their history. This
state of slavery among them was in general mild,
compared with the affecting cruelty by which it
has been distinguished in modern times, among
those who support the inhuman system of traffick-
ing in these unhappy beings. If peace continued,
the captive frequently regaied his liberty after a
limited servitude, and was permitted to return io
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his own land, or remain in voluntary service with
his master.

So long, however, as they continued slaves or
captives, their lives were in jeopardy. Sometimes
they were suddenly murdered, to satiate the latent
revenge of their conquerors ; at others reserved as
human victims, to be offered in sacrifice to their
gods. Slavery, in every form, is perfectly consist-
ent with paganism, and it was maintained among
the islands as one means of contributing to its sup-
port. This kind obtains in most of the clusters,
but is probably far more oppressive in New Zealand
than in the Society Islands. The slaves among
the former are treated with the greatest cruelty,
and often inhumanly murdered and eaten.

The manahune also included the teuteu, or ser-
vants of the chiefs; all who were deatltuta of any
land, and ignorant of the rude arts of carpentering,
hmldmg, &c. which were respected among them,
and. such as were reduced to a state of dependmu.e
upon those in higher stations. Although the ma-
nahune have alwavs included a large number of
the inhabitants, they have not in modern times
been so numerous as some other ranks. Since the
population has been so greatly diminished, the
means of subsistence so abundant, and such vast
portions of the country uncultivated, an industrious
individual has seldom experienced much difficulty
in securing at least the occupancy of a piece of
land. The fishermen and artisans (sometimes
ranking with this class, but more frequently with
that immediately above it,) may be said to have
constituted the connecting link between the two.

The bue raatira,gentry and farmers, hasever been
the most numerous and influential Llasq constitut-
ing at all times the great body of the people and
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the strength of the nation. They were generally
the proprietors and cultivators of the soil, and held
their land, not from the gift of the king, but from
their ancestors. The petty raatiras frequently pos-
sessed from 20 to 100 acres, and generally had
more than their necessities required. They resided
on their own lands, and enclosed so much as was
necessary for their support. They were the most
industrious class of the community, working their
own plantations, building their own houses, manu-
facturing their own cloth and mats, besides fur-
nishing these articles for the king.

The higher class among the raatiras were those
who possessed large tracts of land in one place, or
a number of smaller sections in different parts.
Some of them owned perhaps many hundred acres,

arts of which were cultivated by those who lived
in a state of dependence upon them, or by those
petty raatiras who occupied their plantations on
condition of rendering military service to the pro~

rietors, and a portion of the produce. These
individuals were a valuable class in the commu-
nity, and constituted the aristocracy of the country.
They were in general more regular, temperate, and
industrious in their habits, than the higher ranks,
and, in all the measures of government, imposed a
restraint upon the extravagance or precipitancy of
the king, who, without their co-operation, could
carry but few of his measures. In their public
national assemblies, the speakers often compared
the nation to a ship, of which the king was the

mast; and whenever this figure was used, the
raatiras were always termed the shrouds, or ropes,
by which the mast is kept upright. Pussesamﬂ' at
all times the most ample stores of native provisions,
the number of their dependents, or retainers, was

I, H
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great. The destitute and thoughtless readily at-
tached themselves to their establishments, for the
purpose of securing the means of subsistenge. .with-
out care or apprehensmn of want,

The bue raatira, or middle class in society, form-
ed the most important body in times of peace, and
the strength of their armies in periods of war.
Warriors were sometimes found among the atten-
dants on the king or chief; but the principal de-
pendence was upon the raatiras, These, influenced
by a noble spirit of independence, accustomed to
habits of personal labour, and capable of enduring
the fatigues of war, were, probably from interest
in the soil, moved by sentiments of patriotism moré
puwerf'ullv than any other portion of the people.
The raatiras were frequently the priests in their
own family temples ; and the priests of the national
maraes, excepting those allied by blood to the
reigning families, were usually ranked with them.

The hui arii, or highest class, included the king
or reigning chieftain  in each island, the members
of his family, and all who were related to them,
This class, though not numerous, was considered
the most influential in the state. Being the high-
est in dignity and rank, its elevation in the estima-
tion of the people was guarded with extreme care ;
and the mdividuals, of whom it was composed,
were exceedingly pertinacious of their distinetion,
and jealous of the least degradation by the admis-
sion of inferiors to their dtgmw

‘Whenever a matrimonial connexion took place
between any one of the hui arii with an individual
of an inferior order, unless a variety of ceremonies
'was performed at the temple, by which the infe-
riority was supposed to be removed, and the parties
matle equal in dignity, all the nﬁ"qpnng of such an
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union was invariably destroyed, to preserve the
distinction of the reigning families.

The king was supreme, and next to him the
queen. The brothers of the king, and his parents,
were nearest in rank, the other members of the
family taking precedence according to their de-
grees of cﬂnsangumlty The regal office is here-
ditary, and descends from the father to the eldest
gon : it is not, however, confined to the male sex ;
these islands have often been governed by a queen,
Oberea was the queen of Tahiti when it was dis-
covered by Wallis; and Aimata, the daughter of
Pomare 1., now exercises the supreme authority in
Tahiti and Eimeo : the daughter of the king of
Raiatea is also the nominal sovereign of the island
of Huahine.

The most singular usage, however, connected
with the established law of primogeniture, which
obtained i the islands, was the father’s abdication
of the throne on the birth of his son. This was an
invariable, and it appears to have been an ancient
practice. If the rank of the mother was inferior
to that of the father, the childven, whether male or
female, were destroyed ; but if the mother origi-
nally belonged to the hui ari, or had been raised
to that elevation on her marriage with the king,
she was regarded as the queen of the nation.
Whatever might be the age of the king, his in-
fluence in the state, or the political aspect of affairs
in reference to other tribes, as soon as a son was
born, the monarch became a subject—the in-
fant was at once proclaimed the sovereign of the
people—the royal name was conferred upon him,
and his father was the first to do him homage, by
saluting his feet, and declaring him king. The
herald of the nation was then despatched round

H 2
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the island with the flag of the infant king. The
banner was unturled, and the young sovereign's
name proclaimed in every district. If respected,
and allowed to pass, it was considered an acknow-
ledgment by the raatiras and chiefs, of his succes-
sion to the government; but if broken, it was
regarded as an act of rebellion, or an open decla-
ration of war. Numerous ceremonies were per-
formed at the marae, a splendid establishment was
forthwith formed for the young king, and a large
train of attendants accompanied him to whatever
place he was conveyed.

Every affair, however, of importance to the inter-
nal welfare of the nation, or its foreign relations,
continued to be transacted by the father, and those
whom he had formerly associated with him as his
counsellors; but every edict was issued in the name
and on the behalf of the young ruler; and though the
whole of the executive government mlﬂ*ht remain in
the hands of the father, he only acted as regent for
his son, and was regarded as such by the nation.
The insignia of regal authority, and the homage
which the father had been accustomed to receive
from the people, were at once transferred to his
successor. The lands, and other sources of the
king’s support, were appropriated to the mainte-
nance of the household establishment of the
infant ruler; and the father rendered him those
demonstrations of inferiority, which he himself had
heretofore required from the people.

This remarkable custom was not confined to the
family of the sovereign, but prevailed among the
hui arii and the raatiras. In both these classes,
the eldest son immediately at his birth received
the honours and titles which his father had hitherto
borne.
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It is not easy to trace the origin or discover the
design of a usage so singular, and apparently of
such high antiquity, among a people to whom it is
almost peculiar. Its advantages are not very
apparent, unless we suppose it was adopted by the
father to secure to his son undisputed succession
to his dignity and power. If this was the design,
the plan was admirably adapted to its accomplish-
ment ; for the son was usually firmly fixed in the
government before the father’s decease, and was
sometimes called to act as regent for his own son,
before, according to ordinary usage, he would him-
self have been invested with royal dignity.

Considering the inhabitants of the South Sea
Islands as but slightly removed from barbarism, we
are almost surprised at the homage and respect
they paid to their rulers. The difference between
them and the common people was, in many
respects, far greater than that which prevails be-
tween the rulers and the ruled in most civilized
countries. Whether, like the sovereigns of the
Sandwich Islands, they were supposed to derive
their origin by lineal descent from the gods, or
not, their persons were regarded as scarcely less
sacred than the personifications of their deities.

Every thing in the least degree connected with
the king or queen—the cloth they wore, the
houses in which they dwelt, the canoes in which
they voyaged, the men by whom they were borne
when they journeyed by land, became sacred—
and even the sounds in the language, composing
their names, could no longer be appropriated to
ordinary significations. Hence, the original names
of most of the objects with which they were
familiar, have from time to time undergone con-
siderable alterations. The ground on which they



102 POLYNESIAN RESEARCHES.

even accidentally trod, became sacred; and the
dwelling under which they might enter, must for
ever after be vacated by its proprietors, and could
be appropriated only to the use of these sacred
personages. No individual was allowed to touch
the body of the king or queen; and every one
who should stand over them, or pass the hand over
their heads, would be liable to pay for the sacri-
legious act with the forfeiture of his life. It was
on account of this supposed sacredness of person
that they could never enter any dwellings, excepting
those that were specially dedicated to their use,
and prohibited to all others; nor might they treac
on the ground in any part of the island but their
own hereditary districts.

The sovereign and his counsort always app{-ared
in_public on men’s shoulders,* and travelled in
this manner wherever they journeyed by land.
They were seated on the neck or shoulders of
their bearers, who were generally stout athletic
men. The persons of the men, in consequence of
their office, were regarded as sacred. The indi-
viduals thus elevated appeared to sit with ease and
security, holding shightly by the head, while their
feet hung down on the breast, and were clasped
in the arms of the bearer. When they travelled,
they proceeded at a tolerably rapid pace, fre-
quently six miles within the hour. A number of
attendants ran by the side of the bearers, or fol-
lowed in their train ; and when the men who car-
ried the royal personages grew weary, they were
relieved by others.

The king and queen were always accompanied
by several pair of sacred men, or bearers, and the

* As represented in the engraving, inserted in the be-
ginning of vol. i
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transit from the shoulders of one to those of
another, at the termination of an ordinary stage,
was accompanied with much greater despatch
than the horses of a mail-coach are changed, or
an equestrian could alight and remount. On
these occasions, their majesties never suffered
their feet to touch the ground; but when they
wished to change, what to them answered the
purpose of horses, they called two of the men,
who were running by their side; and while the
man, on whose neck they were sitting, made little
more than a momentary halt, the individuals who
were to take them onward fixed their hands upon
their thighs, and bent their heads slightly forward :
when they had assumed this position, the royal
riders, with apparently but little effort, vaulted over
the head of the man on whose neck they had been
sitting, and, alighting on the shoulders of his suc-
cessor 1n office, proceeded on their journey with the
shortest possible detention.

This mode of conveyance was called amo or
vaha. It could not have been very comfortable
even to the riders, while to the bearers it must
have been exceedingl}r laborious. ~ The men
selected for this duty, which was considered the
most honourable post next to that of bearers of
the gods, were generally exempted from labour,
and, as they seldom did any thing else, were not

erhaps much incommoded by their c:-ﬁﬁce and
although the seat occupied by those they bore was
not perhaps the most easy, yet as it was a mark
of the highest dignity in the nation, and as none
but the king and queen, and Dccasmnally their
nearest relatives, were allowed the distinction it
exhibited, they felt probably a corresponding sa-
tisfaction and complacency in thus appearing
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before their subjects, whenever they left their
hereditary district. The effect must have been
somewhat imposing, when, on public occasions,
vast multitudes were assembled, and their sove-
reign, thus elevated above every individual, ap-
peared among them. Of the dignity it conferred,
the natives themselves appear to have formed no
inferior idea. It 13 said that Pomare II. once
remarked, that he thought himself a greater man
than king George, who only rode a horse, while
he rode on a man.

In our different journeys and voyages among
the islands, where there have been but few means
of crossing a stream without fording it, or of land-
ing from a boat or canoe without wading some dis-
tance in the water, we have often been glad to be
carried, either across a river, or from the boat to
the shore. On these occasions they have requested
us to mount in ancient regal style. Though we
generally preferred riding on their backs, and
throwing our arms round their necks, we have,
nevertheless, when the river has been deep, seated
ourselves upon their shoulders, and in this position
have passed the stream, without any other incon-
venience than that which has arisen’ from the ap-
prehension of losing our balance, and falling head-
long into the water.—The inhabitants of Rurutu
have a singular and less pleasant method of con-
veying their friends from a boat, &c. to the shore.
On the arrival of strangers, every man endeavours
to obtain one as a friend, and carry him off to his
own habitation, where he is treated with the
oreatest kindness by the inhabitants of the dis-
trict ; they place him on a high seat, and feed him
with abundance of the finest food. After an
arrival from a strange island, when a man sees his
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neighbour carrying a friend or a new-comer on his
shoulders, he attacks him—a fight ensues, for the
possession of the prize—if the man who formerly
possessed it is victorious, he goes home with his
man on his shoulders, receives a hearty welcome,
and is regarded by the whole district as a brave
fellow ; whereas if he loses the prize, he is looked
upon by all his friends as a coward.

I am not aware that the highest rulers in the
Society Islands received at any time the same
kind of homage which the Hawaians occasionally
paid to those chiefs who were considered to have
descended from the gods. When these walked
out during the season of tabu, the people pros-
trated themselves, with their faces touching the
ground, as they passed along. A mark of homage,
however, equally humiliating to those who ren-
dered it, and probably as flattering to the indi-
viduals by whom it was received, was in far more
extensive and perpetual use among the Tahitians.
This was, the stripping down the upper garments,
and uncovering the body as low as the waist, in
the presence of the king. This homage was paid
to the gods, and also to their temples. In passing
these, every individual, either walking on the
shore, or sailing In a canoe, removed whatever
article of dress he wore upon the shoulders and
breast, and passed uncovered the depository of the
deities, the site of their altars, or the temples of
their worship.

Whenever the king appeared abroad, or the
people approached his presence, this mark of
reverence was required from all ranks; his own
father and mother were not excepted, but were
generally the first to uncover themselves. The
people inhabiting the district through which he
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passed, uncovered as he approached; and those
who sat in the houses by the road-side, as soon as
they heard the cry of te ariz, te arii, ¢ the king,”
the king,” stripped off their upper garments, and
did not venture to replace them till he had passed.
If by any accident he came upon them unex-
pectedly, the cloth they wore was instantly rent in
pieces, and an atonement offered. Any individual
whom he might pass on the road, should he hesi-
tate to remove this part of his dress, would be in
danger of losing his life on the spot, or of being
marked as a victim of sacrifice to the gods.

This distinguishing mark of respect was not only
rendered at all times, and from every individual, to
the person of the king, but even to his dwellings,
wherever they might be. These houses were con-
sidered sacred, and were the only habitations, in
any part of the island, where the king could alight,
and take refreshment and repose. The ground,
for a considerable space on both sides, was in their
estimation sacred. A ¢, or carved image, fixed
on a high pedestal, and plaf:ed by the road-side, at

short distance from the dwelling, marked the
bﬂund&ry of the sacred soil.  All travellers passing
these houses, on approaching the first image, strip-
ped off the upper part of their dress, and, whether
the king was residing there or not, walked un-
covered to the image at the opposite boundary.
After passing this, they replaced their poncho, or
kind of mantle, and pursued their journey,

To refuse this homage would have been con-
sidered not only as an indication of disaffection
towards the king, but as rebellion against the go-
vernment, and' impiety towards the gods, exposing
the individuals to the vengeance of the supreme
powers in the visible and invisible worlds. Such
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was the unapproachable elevation to which the
superstitions of the people raised the rulers in the
South Sea Islands, and such the marked distinc-
tion that prevailed between the king and people,
from his birth, until he was superseded in title and
rank by his own son !

The ceremony of inauguration to the regal office,
which took place when the king assumed the go-
vernment, being one of considerable moment, was
celebrated with a rude magnificence, though, like
every other observance, it was marked with dis-
gusting abominations, and horrid cruelty. Theve
was no fixed peric-d of life at which the vouth
were said to have arrived at years of manhood.
Unaccustomed to keep even traditionary accounts
of the time of their birth, there were but few whose
age was known. The period therefore when the
young king was formally invested with the regalia,
and introduced to his high office, was regulated by
his own character and drsposltmn the will of his
father and guardians, or the exigences of the state ;
it gﬂneralfy took place some years before he had
‘reached the age of twenty-one.

As it was one of the most important events to
the nation, great preparation was made for its due
celebration ; and whatever could give effect to the
pageant was carefully provided. The gods indi-
cated the interest they were supposed to take in
the transaction, by the miraculous events that
occurred at this time. Among those might be
mentioned the sacred aoa, a tree resembling the
banian of India, that spread over the Faa- -ape.
This was said to have shot forth a new fibrous
branch at his birth, and this branch or tendril
reached the ground whpn he was to be made kmg.
Taneua, a bamboo used on the ‘oc casion, was said
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to draw its roots out of the ground at the approach
of the ceremony, and to leap into the hand of the
person who was sent for it.

The inauguration ceremony, answering to coro-
nation among other nations, consisted in girding
the king with the maro ura, or sacred girdle of red -
feathers ; which not only raised him to the highest
earthly station, but identified him with their gods.
The maro or girdle was made with the beaten fibres
of the aoa; with these a number of uru, red fea-
thers, taken from the images of their deities, were
interwoven with feathers of other colours. The maro
thus became sacred, even as the person of the gods,
the feathers being supposed to retain all the dread-
ful attributes of power and vengeance which the
idols possessed, and with which it was designed to
endow the king. The sacred girdle which was shewn
to Capt. Cook in the marae at Atehuru, and which
was used by the sovereigns of Tahiti, was five yards
long, and fifteen inches wide. It was covered with
red and yellow feathers: one end was bordered with
eight pieces, about the size and shape of a horse-
shoe, and fringed with black feathers ; the other end
was forked ; the feathers were ranged in square
figures. The pendant which Capt. Wallis hoisted
at Matavai was attached to this girdle, Every part
of the proceeding was marked by its absurdity or
its wickedness, but the most affecting circumstance
was the murderous cruelty attending even the pre-
paration for its celebration.

In order to render the gods propitious to the
transmission of this power, a human victim was
sacrificed when they commenced the fatu raa,
or manufacture of this girdle. This unhappy
wretch was called the saerifice for the mau raa titz,
commencement or fastening on of the sacred maro.
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Sometimes a human victim was oftered for everv
fresh piece added to the girdle; and when it was
finished, another man, called ¢ Sacrifice for the piu
raa maro,” was slain ; and the girdle was considered
as consecrated by the blood of those victims. On
the morning of what might be called the coronation
day, when the king bathed, prior to the commence-
ment of the ceremonies, another human victin was
required in the name of the gods.

The pageant, on this occasion, proceeded by
land and water. The parties, who were to be en-
gaged in the transactions of the day, assembled m
the marae of Oro. Certain ceremonies were here
performed : the image of Oro, stripped of the sacred
cloth in which he usually reposed, and decorated
with all the emblems of his divinity, was con-
veyed to the large court of the temple; the Papa
rahi o ruea, or great bed of Oro, a large curiously
formed bench or sofa, cut out of a solid piece of
timber, was brought out, for the throne on which
the king was to sit.

When these preliminaries were finished, they
proceeded from the temple in the following order.
— Tairi-moa, one of the priests of the family of
Tairi, carried the image of Oro. The king follow-
ed mmediately after the god. Behind him the
large bed of Oro was borne by four chiefs. The
miro-tahua, or orders of priests, with the great
drum from the temple, the trumpets, and other
instruments, followed. Each of the priests wore
a tapaau on the arm, consisting of the braided
leaflets of the cocoa-nut tree. As soon as the
image appeared without the temple, the multitude,
who were waiting to witness the pageant, retired
to a respectful distance on each side, leaving a
wide clear space. The priests sounded their trum-
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pets, and beat the sacred drum, as they marched
in procession from the temple to the sea-shore,
where a fleet of canoes, previously prepared, was
waiting for them. The sacred canoe, or state
barge of Oro, was distinguished from the rest by
the tapaau, or sacred wreaths of platted cocoa-nut
leaves, by which it was surrounded, and which
were worn by every individual on board.

As soon as the procession reached the beach,
Oro was carried on board, and followed by the
priests and instruments of music, while the king
took his seat upon the sacred sleeping-place of
Oro, which was fixed on the shore. The chiefs
stood around the king, and the priests around the
god, until, upon a signal given, the king arose
from his seat, advanced into the sea, and bathed
his person. The priest of Oro then descended
into the water, bearing in his hand a branch of the
sacred mero, plucked i{rom the tree which grew in
the precincts of the temple. While the king was
bathing, the priest struck him on his back with
the sacred branch, and offered up the prescribed
ubu, or invoeation, to Taaroa., The design of this
part of the ceremony was to purify the king from
all mahuru huru, or defilement and guilt, which he
might have contracted, according to their own ex-
pression, by his having seized any land, banished
any people, committed murder, &e.

When these ablutions were completed, the king
and the priest ascended the sacred canoe. Here,
in the presence of Oro, he was invested with the
maro ura, or sacred girdle, interwoven with the
feathers from the idol. The priest, while employed
in girding the king with this emblem of dominion
and majesty, pronounced an ubu, commencing’
with Faa ‘atea e arit ¢ taivi motu tabu, ‘¢ Extend:
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or spread the influence of the king over the sea to
the sacred island ;" describing also the nature of
his girdle, and addressing the king at the close, by
saying— Medua teie a oe e te Ariz: ¢ Parent this,
of you, O king;” indicating that from the gods all
his power was derived.

As soon as the ubu was finished, the multitude
on the beach, and in the surrounding canoes, lifted
up the richt-hand, and greeted the new monarch
with loud and universal acclamations of Maeva
arii! maeva ariz! The steersman in the sacred
canoe struck his paddle against the side'of the
vessel, which was the signal to the rowers, who
instantly started from the shore towards the reef,
having the god, and the king, girded as it were
with the deity, on board ; the priests beating their
large drum, and sounding their trumpets, which
were beautiful large turhcr, or trumpet-shells. The
thronging spectators followed in their canoes,
raising their right-hand in the air, and shouting
Maeva arvi !

Having proceeded in this manner for a con-
siderable distance, to indicate the dominion of the
king on the sea, and receive the homage of the
powers of the deep, they returned towards the
shore.

During this excursion, Tuumao and Tahui, two
deified sharks, a sort of demi-gods of the sea, were
influenced by Oro to come and congratulate the
new king on his assumption of government. If
‘the monarch was a legitimate ruler, and one ele-
vated to the office w1th the sanction of the superior
powers, these sharks, it was said, always came to
pay their respects to him, either while he was
‘bathing in the sea, or during the excursion in the
sacred canoe. But it is probable, that when they
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approached while his majesty was in the water,
some of his attendants were stationed round, to
prevent their coming too near, lest their saluta-
tions should have been more direct and personal
than would have proved agreeable. Yet, it is said
that the parents of the present rulers of some of
the 1slands, at the time of their inauguration, ac-
tually played with these sharks, without receiving
any mjury.

The fleet reaching the shore, the parties landed,
when the king was placed on the papa rahi o ruea,
or sacred couch of Oro, as his throne; but in-
stead of a footstool, the ordinary appendage to a
throne, he reclined his head on the wrua Tafeu,
the sacred pillow of Tafeu. This was also cut
out of a solid piece of wood, and ornamented with
carving.

The procession was now formed as before, and
moving towards Tabutabuatea, the great national
temple, Tairimoa, bearing the image of Oro, led
the way. The king, reclining on his throne, or
couch of royalty, followed immediately after. He
was borne on the shoulders of four principal nobles
connected with the reigning family. The chiefs
and priests followed in his train, the latter sound-
ing their trumpets, and beating the large sacred
drum, while the spectators shouted Maeva ar:i!
as they proceeded to the temple. The multitude
followed them into the court of the marae, where
the king’s couch or throne was fixed upon the
elevated stone platform, in the midst of the unu,
or carved ornaments of wood erected in honour of
the departed chiefs whose bones had been depo-
sited there. .

The principal idol Oro, and his son Hiro, were
placed by the side of the king, and the gods and




COURTLY ADULATION. 113

the king here received the homage and tribute of
allegiance from the people. A veil must be thrown
over the vices with which the ceremonies were con-
cluded.

Although this ceremony was one of the least
offensive festivities among them, the murderous
cruelty with which it commenced, and the wicked-
ness with which it terminated, were adapted to
impress the mind with -acutest anguish and deepest
commiseration. The abominations continued until
the blowing of the trumpet on board the canoes
required every one to depart from the temple.
They now repaired to the banquet or feast provided
for the occasion, and passed the remainder of the
_day in unrestrained indulgence and excess.

The phraseology of the Tahitian court was in
perfect accordance with the elevation, and sacred
connexion with their divinities, which the binding
on the red girdle was designed to recognize and
ratify. The preposterous vanity and adulation in
language, used in epithets bestowed upon the
king of Tahiti and his establishment, fully equal
those employed in the most gorgeous establish-
ment of Eastern princes, or the seraglios of
Turkish sultans.

It was not only declared that Oro was the father
of the king, as was implied by the address of the
priest when arraying him in the sacred girdle, and
the station occupied by his throne, when placed in
the temple by the side of the deities, but it per-
vaded the terms used in reference to his whole
establishment. His houses were called the aorai,
the clouds of heaven; anuanua, the rambow, was
the name of the canoe in which he voyaged ; his
~voice was called thunder; the glare of the torches
i nis dwelling was denominated lightning ; and

I11. 1
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when the people saw them in the evening, as they
passed near his abode, instead of saying the torches
were burning in the palﬂce, they would observe
that the lightning was flashing in the clouds of
heaven. =~ When he passed from one district to
another on the shoulders of his bearers, instead of
speaking of his travelling from one place to another,
they always used the word mahuta, which SIgmﬁes
to fly; and hence described his journey by saying,
that the king was flying from one district of the
island to another.

The establishment and habits of the king often
exhibited the most striking contrast; at one time
he was seen surrounded by the priests, and in-
vested with the insignia of royalty, and divinity
itself; or appeared in public on the shoulders of
his bearers, while the people expressed every in-
dication of superstitious reverence and fear. At
other times, he might be seen on terms of the
greatest familiarity with his attendants and do-
mestics.

He never wore a crown, or any badge of dignity,
and, in general, there was no difference between
his dless and that of the chiefs by whom he was
surrounded, excepting that the fine cloth and
matting, called vane, with which he was often
arrayed, were more rare and valuable than the
dress worn by others. His raiment frequently
consisted of the ordinary pareu, or ahu pu, in
quality often inferier to that worn by some of the
chiefs in attendance upon him.

In some of the islands to the westward, at the
ceremonies of the temple, the people, to shew their
homage, wound folds of cloth repeatedly round
the body of the king, till he was unable to move,
and appeared as 1f it was only a man’s head rest-
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ing on the immense bale of cloth in which he was
enclosed. 1 do not know that the kings of Tahiti
ever experienced such treatment from their sub-
jects. The kings of the former were left in this
ludicrous and helpless situation, while the people
travelled round the island, boxing and wrestling,
in honour of their sovereign, throughout every
district.

The regal establishment was maintained by the
produce of the hereditary districts of the reigning
family, and the requisitions made upon the people.
Although the authority of the king was supreme,
and his power undisputed, yet he does not appear
to have been considered as the absolute proprietor
of the land, nor do the occupants seem to have
been mere tenants at will, as was the fact in the
Sandwich Islands.,

There were certain districts which constituted
the patrimony of the royal family; in these they
could walk abroad, as they were sacred lands.
The other districts were regarded as belonging to
their respective occupants or proprietors, who were
generally raatiras, and whose interest in the soil
~was distinet from that of the king, and often more
extensive, These lands they inherited {rom their
ancestors, and bequeathed them to their children,
or whomsoever they chose to select as their heirs.
At their death the parties to whom land had been
thus left, entered into undisturbed possession, as
of rightful property.

The practice of tutuing, or devising by will, was
found to exist among them prior to the arrival of
the Missionaries, and was employed not only in
reference to land, but to any other kinds of pro-
perty. Unacquainted with letters, they could not

leave a written will, but, during a season of illness,
, 12
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those possessing property frequently called toge-
ther the members of the family, or confidential
friends, and to them gave directions for the dis-
posal of their effects after their decease. This was
considered a sacred charge, and was usually exe-
cuted with fidelity.

Every portion of land had its respective owner ;
and even the distinct trees on the land had some-
times different proprietors, and a tree, and the land
on which it grew, different owners. The divisions
of land were accurately marked by a natural boun-
dary, as a ridge of mountains, or the course of a
river, or by artificial means; and frequently a
carved i image, or til, denoted the extent of their
different possessions. Whether these tiis were
designed to intimate that the spirits they repre-
sented guarded the borders of their property, or
were used as ornaments, I could not learn, but
the removal of the ancient land-marks was regarded
as a heinous offence,

The produce which the king received from his
reredttary estates being seldom sufficient for the

maintenance of his household, the deficiency was
supplied from the different districts of the islands.
The frequency, however, with which the inferior
chiefs were required to bring provisions, was
neither fixed nor regular, but was governed by the
number of the districts, or the necessities of the
king’s steward. Still there was a sort of tacit
agreement between the king and chiefs, as to the
times when they should furnish his provision ; and
the usage among them, in this respect, was gene-
rally understood.

The provision was ready dressed, though occa-
sionally the vegetables and roots were brought
uncooked, and the pigs led alive to the king's ser-
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vants. The pigs, after being presented to the
king, were sometimes taken back by the farmer,
_and fed till required for use. Cloth for the dress
of the king’s servants, houses for his abode, and
canoes, not only for himself, but also for those of
his household, were furnished by the inhabitants of
the islands.

Although the king’s will was the supreme law,
and the government in some respects despotic, it
approximated more to a mixed administration, a
union of monarchy and aristocracy. The king had
usually one confidential chief near his person, who
was his adviser in every affair of importance, and
was, in fact, his prime minister. Frequently there
were two or three who possessed the confidence,
and aided the counsels, of the king. These mi-
nisters were not responsible to any one for the
advice they gave. So great, however, was the
influence of the raatiras, that a measure of any
importance, such as the declaration of war, or the
fitting out a fleet, was seldom undertaken without
their being first consulted. This was effected by
the friends of the king going among them, and pro-
posing the affair in (:Dntemplatmn or by convening
a public council for its consideration.

Their public measures were not dtstlngmshed by
promptness or decision, excepting when they
wreaked vengeance upon the poor and helpless
victims of their displeasure. After a meeting of
the chiefs had been summoned, it was a long time
before all came together, and their meetmgs were
often interrupted by adjournments.

Their councils were usually held in the open
air, where the chiefs and others formed a circle,
in which the orators of the different parties took
their stations opposite to each other. These
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CHAP. V.

Power of the chiefs and proprietors of land—Banishment
and confiscation—The king’s messenger—The niau, an
emblem of authority—Ancient usages in reference to
crime, &c.—Fatal effects of jealousy—Seizure of pro-
perty—Punishment of theft—Public works—Supplies
for the king—Despotic rapacity—Extortion of the king’s
servants—Unorganized state of civil polity—Desire a
code of Christian laws—Advice and conduct of the
Missionaries—Preparation of the laws—Public enact-
ment by the king in a national assembly at Tahiti—
Capital punishments—Manner of conducting public
trials—Establishment of laws in Raiatea—Prepara-
tion of those for Huahine.

EvERrY chief was the sovereign of his own district,
though all acknowledged the supremacy of the
king. Each island was divided into a number of
large portions, or districts, called Maataina, a term
also applied to the inhabitants of a district. These
maataina had distinct names, and were under the
government of a chieftain of rank or dignity be-
longing to the reigning family, or to the raatiras.
This individual was the baron of the domain, or
the lord of the manor, and was succeeded in his
possessions and office by his son, or the nearest

of his kindred, with a fresh appointment from the
king.
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For treason, rebellion, or withholding supplies,
individuals were liable to banishment, and confis-
cation of property. The king had the prerogative
of nominating his successor, but could not appro-
priate the lands of the exile to his own use. The
removal of a chief of high rank, or of extensive in-
fluence, was seldom attempted, unless the measure
was approved by the other chiefs. The sovereign
was, therefore, more desirous to conciliate their
esteem, and engage their co-operation, than to
prejudice them against his person or measures.
As he had no permanent armed force at his dis-
posal, he could not, on every occasion, accomplish
his wishes; and, at times, when he has issued his
mandate for the banishment of a raatira, if the
other raatiras deemed his expulsion unwarrantable,
they have desired him to keep possession of his
lands, and then, remonstrating with the king, have
declared their determination to maintain the cause
of the injured party, even by force of arms. The
extent of power possessed by the raatiras, in the
number of their tenantry and dependants, was
one of the greatest sources of embarrassment to
the government, whose measures were only regu-
lated by the will of the ruler, or the exigencies of
the state.

In the division of their country, the natives
appear to have had a remarkable predilection for
the number eight. Almost every island, whatever
its size, 1s dwlded into eight dlStI’lEtS, and the
inhabitants into an equal number of maataina, or
divisions. In each district the power of the chief
was supreme, and greater than that which the king
exercised over the whole. This power extended
to the persons and lives, as well as the property, of
the people.
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The inferior chiefs also exercised the same au-
thority over their dependants. The father was
magistrate in his own family; the chief in his own
district ; and the king nominally dispensed law
and justice to the whole. The final appeal, in all
matters of dispute, was made to the chief ruler;
and the parties who resorted to his decision
usually regarded it as binding. There was no regular
police, for the maintenance of public order. The
chief of each district was accountable for the con-
duct of the people under his own jurisdiction.
The chieftains who were in attendance on the
king, with the servants of his establishment, were
the agents usually employed to carry his measures
into effect. The servants of the raatiras performed
the same duty in their respective localities, and the
king often sent his order to the district chief, who
employed his own men in its execution.

Notwithstanding the many acts of homage paid
to the head and other branches of the reigning
family, and their imagined connexion with the
gods, the actual influence of the king over the
haughty and despotic district chieftaing, was
neither powerful nor permanent, and he could
seldom confide in their fidelity in any project
which would not advance their interests as well as
his own. Every measure was therefore planned
with the most cautious deliberation, the approval
and aid of a number of these nobility of the
country being essential to carry it into effect; but
when the interests of the reigning family and those
of the chieftains were opposed, it produced no
small embarrassment. These raatiras, who re-
sembled the barons of the feudal system, kept the
people under them in a state of the greatest sub-
jection, and received from them not only military
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service, but a portion of the produce of their lands,
and personal labour whenever required.

Whenever a measure affecting the whole of the
inhabitants was adopted, the king’s vea, or mes-
senger, was despatched with a bundle of niaus, or
leaflets. On entering a district, he repaired to the
habitation of the principal chiefs, and, presenting
a cocoa-nut leaf, delivered the orders of the king.
The acceptance of the leaf was a declaration of
their compliance with the requisition, and to
decline taking it was regarded as an intima-
tion of hostility to the measure proposed.—
Hence the messenger or herald, when he had
travelled round the island, reported to the king,
who had received and who had refused the niau.
When the chiefs approved of the message, they
sent their own messengers to their respective
tenants and dependants, with a cocoa-nut leaf for
each, and the orders of the king.

The niau, or leaflet of the cocoa-nut tree, was
the emblem of authority throughout the whole of
the Georgian and Society Islands; and requisi-
tions for property or labour, preparations for war,
or the convocation of a national assembly, were
formerly made by sending the cocoa-nut leaf to
those whose service or attendance was required.
To return or refuse the niau was to offer an insult
to the king, and to resist his authority.

If the king felt himself strong enough, he would
instantly banish such an individual, and send
another to take possession of his lands, and oc-
cupy his station as chief of the district. Should
the offender have been guilty of disobedience to
the just demands of the king, though the lands
might be his hereditary pmperty, he must leave
them and become, as the people expressed it, a
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wanderer “ upon the road;” but if the king’s con-
duct was considered arbltrary and the individual
justified in his refusal by the other chiefs, they
would fapea, or detain him, and protest to the
king against his removal, The parties generally
knew each other’s strength and influence, and
those who had little hopes of succeeding by an
appeal to arms, usually conceded whatever was
rﬂquiled Personal security, and the rights of
prw:a.te property, were unknown ; and the admi-
nistration of justice by the chiefs in the several
districts, and the king over the whole, was regu-
lated more by the ra‘:lative power than by the
merits of their cause.

They had no regular code of laws, nor any
public courts of justice, and, excepting in offences
against the king and chiefs, the rulers were
seldlom appealed to. The people in general
avenged their own injuries. Death or banishment
was the punishment usually inflicted by the chiefs,
and frequently the objects of their displeasure were
marked out as victims for sacrifice.

Destitute, however, as they were of even oral
laws or institutes, there were many acts, which, by
general consent, were considered ecriminal, and
deserving punishment. These were orure hau,
rebellion, or shaking the government, withholding
supplies, or even speaking contemptuously of the
king or his administration. So heinous was this
offence, that the criminal was not oniy liable to
banishment, or the forfeiture of his life, but a
human sacrifice must be offered, to atone for the
guilt, and appease the displeasure of the gods
acainst the people of the land in which it had
been committed. Lewdness was not regarded as
a crime, but adultery was sometimes punished
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with death. Those among the middle or higher
ranks who practised polygamy, allowed their wives
other husbands. It 1s reported that brothers, or
members of the same family, sometimes exchanged
their wives, while the wife of every individual was
also the wife of his Zaio or friend.

Their character in this respect presents a most
unnatural mixture of brutal degradation with
infuriated and malignant jealousy ; for while their
conduct with respect to the taio, &c. exhibits an
insensibility to every feeling essential to conjugal
happiness, the least familiarity with the wife, un-
authorized by the husband, even a word or a look,
from a stranger, if the husband was suspicious, or
attributed it to improper motives, was followed by
instant and deadly revenge.

There is a man now residing in Huahine, whose
face and shoulders are frightfully marked with
deep scars, inflicted by blows with a carpenter’s
axe, on this account. A husband and wife were
once sitting together, when another man joined
the party, and sat down with them. He wore a
taupoo, or bonnet, of platted cocoa-nut leaves:
lifting his hand, and taking hold of it by the part
that shaded his brows, he waved his hand towards
the inland part of the district, in removing his
bonnet from his head. The suspicious husband,
observing the motion of his hand, considered it as
an assignation, that the stranger was to meet his
wife there; and without a word, I believe, being
spoken by either party, he rose up, took down his
spear, which was suspended from the inside of his
dwelling, and ran the man through the body,
accusing him at the same time of the crime of
which he supposed him guilty. Several of the
murders of the Europeans, that have been com-
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mitted in the islands of the Pacific, have originated
in this cause.

Theft was practised, but less frequently among
themselves than towards their foreign visitors.
They supposed it equally criminal, yet they do not
in general appear to have attached any moral
delinquency to the practice; but they imagined
they were more likely to avoid detection when
stealing from strangers, than when robbing their
own countrymen. Stealmﬂ' was always considered
as a erime among them, and every precaution was
taken to guard against it. On this account, their
large bales of valuable cloth, and most articles of
property not in constant use, were kept suspended
from the ridge-pole or rafters of their dwellings;
their smaller rolls of cloth were often laid by their
pillows; and their pigs were driven under their beds
at night, to prevent their being stolen.

This nefarious practice, strange as it may appear,
was supported by their false system of religion,
and sanctioned by the patronage of the gods, es-
pecially by Hiro, a son of Oro, who was called the
god of thieves. The aid of this god was invoked
by those who went on expeditions ‘of plunder, and
the priests probably received a portion of the spoils.
Chiefs of considerable rank have sometimes been
detected in the act of stealing, or have been known
to employ their domestics to thieve, receiving the
articles stolen, and afterwards sheltering the plun-
derers. ThlS however, has generally been prac-
tised on the property of foreigners.

Among themselves, if detected, the thief ex-

rienced no mercy, but was often murdered on
the spot. If detected afterwards, he was some-
times dreadfully wounded or killed. Two very
affecting instances of vengeance of this kind are
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recorded by the early Missionaries. [ have also
heard that they sometimes bound the thief hand
and foot, and, putting him into an old rotten
canoe, towed him out to sea, and there left him
adrift, to smk in the ocean, or become a prey to
the sharks.

The haru raa, or seizing all the property of de-
linquents, was the most frequent retaliation, among
the lower class, for this and other crimes. The
servants of the chiefs, or injured party, went to
the house of the offenders, and took by force what-
ever they found, carrying away every article worth
possessing, and destroying the rest. If the in-
habitants of the house received previous intimation
of their purpose, they generally removed or secreted
their most valuable property, but seldom attempted
to resist the seizure, even though every article of
food and clothing, and the mats on which they
slept, should be taken away.

This mode of retaliation for theft, or other
injury, was so generally recognized as just, that,
although the party thus plundered might be more
powerful than those who plundered them they
would not attempt to prevent the seizure: had
they done so, the population of the district would
have assisted those, who, aceording to established
custom, were thus punishing the aggressors. Such
was the usual method resorted to for punishing
petty thefts committed among themselves. They
were generally satisfied with seizing whatever they
could find in the houses, yards, or gardens of the
offenders ; but when it was practised by order of
the king or chiefs, the culprit was banished from
his house or lands, and reduced to a state of com-
plete destitution.

Great difficulty was often experienced i dis-

&
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covering the thief, or the property stolen ; and, on
these occasions, they frequently resorted to divi-
nation, and emplﬂved the sorcerer to discover the
offender. The thief, when detected, generally
received summary pumshment Mr. Bourne states,
that, in one of the Hervey Islands, a man found a
little boy, about eight years of age, stealing food ;

the man instantly seized the juvenile delinquent,
and, tying a heavy stone to his leg, threw him into
the sea. The bm,'r sunk to the b{:ttﬂm and would
soon have paid for his crime with his life had not
one of the native teachers plunged into the water,
rescuied him, and taken him to his own lmus&,
where he has ever since resided.

The resources of the government consisted in
the personal services of the people, and the pro-
duce of the soil. From these the revenue was
derived. All public works, such as the erection of
national temples, fortifications, enclosures from the
sea, dwellings for the king, &c. were performed
by the whole population. 1In each district,
the king had a viceroy, or deputy, to whom his
orders were sent with a cocoa-nut leaf. The
chiefs sometimes assembled together, and divided
the work among themselves. At other times, the
king appointed to each his particular share. Every
chief then issued orders to the raatiras under his
authority, who prepared the materials, and per-
formed the work. Canoes for the king’s use were
furnished in the same way, and also cloth for him-
self and his household.

Every district brought provisions at stated in-
tervals for the king’s use, or for the maintenance
of his numerous retinue. Besides what they
regularly furnished, orders were often issued for
extraordinary supplies, for the entertainment of a
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- distinguished guest, or the celebration of a na-
tional festival. No regular system of taxation
prevailed, but every kind of property was furnished
by the chiefs and people in great abundance, not
only for the king, but for the purpose of ennchmg
those who were the objects of his favour.

However abundant the supplies might be which
the king received, he was in general more necessi-
tous than many of the chiefs. Applu:atmns from the
chiefs, for food, for cloth, canoes, and every other
valuable article furnished by the people, were so fre-
quent and importunate, that more than was barely
sufficient for his own use seldom remained long in
his possession. A present of food was uauaﬂy
accompanied with several hundred yards of native
cloth, and a number of fine large double canoes ;
yet every article was often distributed among the
chiefs and favourites on the very day it arrived ;
and so urgent were the applicants, that they did
not wait till the articles were brought, but often
extorted from the king a promise that he would
give them the first bale of cloth, or double canoe,
he might receive. At times they went beyond
this; and when a chief, who considered the king
under obligations to him, knew that the inhabit-
ants of a district were preparing a present for their
sovereign, which would include any articles he
wished to possess, he would go to the king, and
tapao, mark or bespeak it, even before it was
finished. A promise given under these circum-
stances was usually regarded as binding, though it
often involved the king in dtfﬁcultles, and kept
him necessitous.

In the estimation of the people, generosity was
among the greatest virtues of a king; and illi-
berality was most unpopular. In describing a
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good chief, or governor, they always spoke of
him as one who distributed among his chiefs
whatever he received, and never refused any thing
for which they asked.

Notwithstanding this generosity on the part of
the king, the conduct of the government was often
most rapacious and unjust. The stated and re-
gular supplies, furnished by the inhabitants, were
inadequate to the maintenance of the num-
bers who, attaching themselves to the king’s
household, passed their time in idleness, but were
fed at his table. Whenever there was a deficiency
of food for his followers or guests, a number of
his servants went to the residence of a raatira,
or farmer, and, sometimes without even asking,
tied up the pigs that were fed near the dwell-
ing, plundered the abode, ravaging, like a band
of lawless robbers, the plantations or the gardens,
and taking away every article of food the poor,
oppressed labourer possessed. Sometimes they
launched a fine canoe that might be lying near,
and, loading it with their p[undEr, left the indus-
trious proprietor destitute even of the means of
subsistence; and, as they were the king’s servants,
he durst not complain.

When the king travelled, he was usually attend-
ed by a company of Arems, or a worthless train of
idlers ; and often when they entered a district that
was perha,ps well supplied with provisions for its
inhabitants, if they remained any length of time,
by their plundermg and wanton destruction 1t was
reduced to a state of desolation. Sometimes the
king sent his servants to take what they wanted
from the fields or gardens of the people ; but often,
unauthorized by him, they used his name to
commit the most lawless and injurious outrage

111, K
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upon the property of the inhabitants; whose lives
were endangered, if they offered the least resist-
ance,

Mahamene, a native of Raiatea, gave, at a public
meeting in that island, the following account
of their behaviour. “These teuteu,” (servants
of the king,) said he, ¢ would enter a house, and
commit the greatest depredations. The master of
the house would sit as a poor captive, and look on,
without daring to say a word. They would seize
his bundle of cloth, kill his largest pigs, pluck the
best bread-fruit, take the largest taro, (arum roots,)
the finest sugar-cane, the ripest bananas, and even
take the posts of his house for fuel to cook them
with. Is there not a man present who actually
buried his new canoe under the sand, to secure it
from these desperate men 2"

Nothing fostered tyranny and oppression in the
rulers, and reduced the population to a state of
wretchedness, so much as these unjust proceed-
ings. Those who, by habits of industry, or desire
of comfort for themselves and families, might be
induced to cultivate more land than others, were,
from this very circamstance, marked out ﬁ:rr de-
spoliation. They had no redress for these wrongs,
and therefore, rather than expose themselves to the
mortifying humiliation of seeing the fruits of their
labour taken to feed a useless and insulting band
that followed the movements of the king, they
allowed their lands to remain untilled, and C]‘l{}SE to
procure a scanty means of subsistence from day to
day, rather than suffer the insults to which even
their industry exposed them.

So far were these shameless extortions practised,
that during the journey of an European through
the country, he has been attended by a servant of
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the king, and when, in return for provisions fur-
nished, or acts of kindness shewn, by the hospitable
inhabitants, he has made them a trifling pre-
sent, it has been instantly seized by the vassal of
the chief, who has followed him for that purpose.
The poor people were also allowed to dispose of
their produce to the captains or merchants that
might visit them for the purpose of barter, but the
king or chief frequently requested the greater part,
or even the whole, of what they might receive in
return for it.

That they should have 1mpmved in industry, or
advanced in civilization, under such a system, was
impossible, and that 1:thr should, under such cir-
cumstances, have tilled a sufficient quantity of
ground to furnish supplies for the shipping, is a
matter of greater surprise, than that they should
not have cultivated more. The humihating degra-
dation to which it reduced the farmers, and the
constant irritation of feelings to which this wretched
system exposed them, were not the only evils that
resulted fromit. It naturally led the raatiras to
regard their chiefs as enemies, and generated
disaffection to their administration. It also greatly
diminished their resources, for, under the discou-
ragements resulting from constant liability to plun-
der, the people were unable to furnish those sup-
plies, which they would otherwise have found it a
satisfaction to render.

This system of civil polity, disjointed and ill
adapted as it was to answer any valuable purpose,
was closely interwoven with their sanguinary ido-
latry, and sanctioned by the authority of the gods.
The king was not only raised to the head of this
government but he was considered as a sort of
vicegerent to the supernatural powers presiding

K2
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over the invisible world. Human sacrifices were
offered at his inauguration ; and whenever any one,
under the influence of the loss he had sustained by
plunder, or other injury, spoke disrespectfully of
his person and administration, not only was his life
in danger, but human victims must be offered, to
cleanse the land from the pollution it was supposed
to have contracted.

The intimate connexion between the government
and their idolatry, occasioned the dissolution of
the one, with the abolition of the other ; and when
the system of pagan worship was subverted, many
of their ancient usages perished in its ruins. They
remained for some years without any system or
form of government, excepting the will of the king,
to whom the inhabitants usually furnished liberal
supplies of all that was necessary for the mainte-
nance of his household, and the accomplishment of
his designs.

The raatiras exercised the supreme authority in
the divisions over which the king had placed them.
But when circumstances occurred, in which, under
idolatry, they would have acted according to their
ancient custom, they felt embarrassed. Many of
the people, free in a great degree from exposure to
seizure, and the more dreadful apprehension of
being offered to the cods, evinced a disinclination
to render the king the supplies and support he
needed.

The sacrificing of human victims to the idols had
been one of the most powerful engines in the hands
of the government, the requisition for them being
always made by the ruler, to whom the priests
applied when it was pretended the gods required
them : the king, therefore, sent his herald to the
petty chieftam, who selected the victims. An m-
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dividual who had shewn any marked disaffection
towards the government, or incurred the displea-
sure of the king and chiefs, was usually chosen.
The people knew this, and therefore rendered the
most unhesitating obedience : but the subversion
of idolatry having annihilated this feeling, many,
free from the restraint it had imposed, seemed
almost to refuse lawful obedience, and to with-
hold rightful support.

Their government continued in this unsettled
state for four or five years; during which, the
people brought provisions and supplies to the king,
and furnished the accustomed articles for his es-
tablishment, either according to arrangements made
among themselves, or in obedience to his requisi-
tions, The superior and subordinate rulers over
the people endeavoured to preserve the peace of
society, and promote the public welfare, by pun-
ishing offenders according to the nature of their
erimes, but without any regular or uniform pro-
cedure. The only punishment inflicted was ban-
ishment, and, in a few instances, seizure for theft.
It was, however, evident that another system must
be introduced, instead of that which, with the fabu
and idolatry, had been abolished.

It 15 a fact worthy of note, that although no
people in the world could be more vicious than
they were prior to their renunciation of paganism,
yet such was the moral influence of the precepts of
Christianity on the community at large, and conse-
quently on the conduct of many who were Chris-
tians only by profession, that for some time crimes
affecting the peace of society were but few. Theft,
to which ever since their discovery they have been
proverbially addicted, was rarely committed. It
was not, however, to be expected that this state
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of things would be permanent; and after a few
years, the force of example, and the restraining
influence of the preceptive parts of Christian truth,
began to diminish on the minds of those over
whom it had exerted no decisive power, and who,
in their altered behaviour, had rather followed
popular sentiment and practice, than acted from
principle.  When therefore this class of persons
began to act more according to their true cha-
racter, the chiefs found it necessary to visit their
delinquency with punishment ; and the welfare of
the nation required that measures should be adopt-
ed for maintaining the order and peace of the
community.

Having as a nation embraced Christianity, they
were unanimous in desiring that their civil and
judicial proceedings should be in perfect accord-
ance with the spirit and principles of the Christian
religion. Hence they were led to seek the advice
of their teachers, as to the means they should
adopt for acmmphahmw this object. The Mis-
sionaries Invariably told them that it was no part
of their original design to attempt any change in
their political and civil institutions, as such; that
these matters belonged to the chiefs and governors
of the people, and not to the teachers of the re-
ligion of Jesus Christ. To this they generally
1EP11Ed-—th‘1t under the former 1dolatrous system
they should have been prepared to act in any
emergency, but they were not familiar with the
application of the principles of Christianity, espe-
ciaily in reference to the punishment of crime.

In compliance with these solicitations, the Mis-
sionaries illustrated the general principles of scrip-
ture, that in all the public stations they sustained,
they were to do unto others as they would that
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others should do unto them—that with regard to
government, Christianity taught its dlsmples to fear
God and honour the kmﬂ*—tﬂ render to Cesar the
things which were Cesars as well as to God the
things which were God's—that the power which
existed was appointed of God—and that magis-
trates were for a terror to evil-doers, and a praise
to them that do well. These general principles
were presented and enforced as the grounds of pro-
ceeding in all affairs of a civil or political nature.

The Missionaries, though frequently appealed
to by the people, generally left the determination
of the matter to their own discretion, declining to
identify themselves with either party, in any of
their differences. They promised, however, to the
chiefs such assistance as they could render in the
preparation of their code of laws, and constitution
of government, but were exceedingly anxious that
it should be the production of the king and chiefs,
and not of themselves. They had hitherto avoided
interfering with the government and politics of the
people, and had never given even their advice,
excepting when solicited by the chiefs. When
the conduct of petty chiefs or others had affected
their own servants, or persons in their employ-
ment, if they have taken any steps, it has been as
members of the community, and not as ministers
of religion.

After the introduction of Christianity, the chiefs
were among the first to perceive that the san-
guinary modes of punishment to which they had
been accustomed were incompatible with the spirit
and precepts of the gospel, and earnestly desired
to substitute measures that should harmonize with
the new order of things. The king applied for
assistance in this matter, soon after the general
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change that took place in 1815. The Missionaries
advised him to call a general council of the chiefs,
and consult with them on the plans most suitable
to be adopted. Whether his recollection of the
unpropitious termination of former councils in-
fluenced him, or whether he was unwilling to dele-
gate any of that power to others, with which here-
tofore he had been solely invested, is uncertain ;
but he objected to the assembling of the chiefs
at that time, still requesting advice from the Mis-
sionaries. This they readily afforded, both as to
the general principles of the British constitution,
the declarations of scripture, and the practice
of Christian nations. Their own sentiments, in
reference to their duty at this time, will best
appear from the following extract of a public letter,
bearing date July 2, 1817.—

¢ During many years of our residence in these
islands, we most carefully avoided meddling with
their civil and political affairs, except in a few
instances, where we endeavoured to promote peace
between contending parties. At present, how-
ever, it appears almost impossible for us, in every
respect, to follow the same line of conduct: We
have told the king and chiefs, that, being strangers,
and having come to their country as teachers of
the word of the true God, and the way of salvation
by Jesus Christ, we will have nothing further to
do with their civil concerns, than to give them
good advice; and with that view several letters
have passed between us and the king. We have
advised him to call a general meeting of all the
principal chiefs, and, with their assistance and
approbation, adopt such laws and regulations' as
would tend to the good of the community, and the
stability of his government; and that in these
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things, if he desired it, we would give him the best
advice in our power, and inform him of what is
contained in the word of God, and also of the laws
and customs of our own country, and other civi-
lized nations.”

The first code of laws was that enacted in
Tahiti in the year 1819 ; 1t was prepared by the
king and a few of the chiefs, with the advice and
direction of the Missionaries, especially Mr. Nott,
whose prudence and caution cannot be too highly
spoken of, and by whom it was chiefly framed.
The code was remarkably simple and brief, in-
cluding only eighteen articles. It was not alto-
gether such as the Missionaries would have wished
the nation to adopt, but it was perhaps better
suited to the partial light the people at that time
possessed, and to the peculiar disposition of Po-
mare. He was exceedingly jealous of his rights
and prerogatives, and unwilling to admit the
chiefs to a participation in his power. His will
still continued to be law, in all matters not in-
cluded in their code; and with regard to the re-
venue which the people were required to furnish
for his use, he would admit of no rule but his own
necessities, and consequently continued to levy
exactions as his ambition or commercial engage-
ments might require.

The Missionaries would have regarded with
higher satisfaction an improvement in the prin-
ciples recognized as the basis of the relation sub-
sisting between the king, chiefs, and people, some
division of the power of government—enactments
proportioning the produce of the soil to be fur-
nished for the king, and securing the remainder to
the cultivators. But having recommended these
points to the consideration of the rulers, they did
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not think it their duty to express any dissatisfac-
tion with the code, imperfect as it was, and they
uniformly avoided expressing any opinion which
might weaken the power of the king, being de-
sirous rather to afford him every facility in the
settlement of the government of the country, than
to throw difficulties in his way.

In the month of May, 1819, the king, and
several thousands of the people from Tahiti and
Eimeo, assembled at Papaoa, for the purpose of
attending the opening of the Royal Mission
Chapel, and the promulgation of the new laws.
The anniversary of the Tahitian Missionary
Society being held at the same time, the Mis-
sionaries from the several stations, in these two
islands, were then at Papaoa.

The thirteenth day of the month was appointed
for this solemn national transaction; and the spa-
cious chapel which the king had recently erected
was chosen as the edifice in which this important
event should take place. It was thought no dese-
cration of a building reared for pubhc devotion,
and solemnly appropriated to the worship of the
Almighty, and other purposes directly connected
with the promotion of his praise, that the grave
and serious engagements by which the nation
agreed to regulate their social intercourse, should
be ratified in a spot where they were led to expect
a more than ordinary participation of the Divine
benediction. During the forenoon, the chiefs and
people of Tahiti and Eimeo assembled in the
Royal Chapel, and about the middle of the day
the king and his attendants entered. The Mis-
sionaries were also present-——but, regarding it as a
civil engagement, attended only as spectators.
I'he king, however, requested Mr. Crook to solicit



ENACTMENT OF LAWS. 139

the Divine blessing on the object of the meeting.
He therefore read a suitable portion of the sacred
volume, and implored the sanction of the King of
kings upon the proceedings that were to follow.
Nothing could be more appropriate than thus
acknowledging the Power by whom kings reign,
and seeking His blessing upon those engagements
by which their public conduct was to be regulated.
The blessing of the Most High having been thus
sought, the king, who had previously taken his sta-
tion in the central pulpit, arose, and, after viewing
for a few moments the thousands of his subjects
who were gathered round him, commenced the nte-
resting proceedings of the day by addressing Tati,
the brother and successor of the late U puf'cxr'a
who was the leader of the idolatrous and rebel
army defeated in November, 1815. < Tati,” said
the king, ¢ what is your desire ? what can I do
for you?” Tati, who sat nearly opposite the
pulpit, arose and said, ¢ Those are what we want
—the papers you hold in your hand—the laws;
give them to us, that we may have them in our
hands, that we may regard them, and do what is
right. 7 The king then addresaed himself to
Utami, the good chief of Te Oropaa, and in an
affectionate manner said, ¢ Utami, and what 1Is
your desire ?’ He replied, “ One thing only is
desired by us all, that which Tati has expressed—
the laws, which you hold in your hand.” The
king then addressed Arahu, the chief of Eimeo,
and Veve, the chief of Taiarabu, nearly in the
same manner, and they replied as the others
had done. Pomare then proceeded to read and
comment upon the laws respecting murder, theft,
trespass, stolen property, lost property, sabbath-
breaking, rebellion, marriage, adultery, the judges,
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court-houses, &c., in eighteen articles. After
reading and explaining the several particulars, he
asked the chiefs if they approved of them. They re-
plied aloud, “ We agree to them—we heartily agree
to them.” The king then addressed the people,
and desired them, if they approved of the laws, to
signify the same by holding up their right hands.
This was unanimously done, with a remarkable
rushing noise, owing to thousands of arms being
lifted at once.  When Pomare came to the
law on rebellion, stirring up war, &c. he seemed
inclined to pass it over, but after a while pro-
ceeded. At the conclusion of that article, Tati
was not content with signifying his approbation in
the usual way only, but, standing up, he called in
a spirited manner to all his people to lift up their
hands again, even both hands, setting himself an
example, which was universally followed. Thus all
the articles were passed and approved.

The public business of the day was closed by
Mr. Henry’s offering a prayer unto Him by whom
princes decree judgment; and the people retired to
their respective dwellings.

Pomare subsequently intimated his intention of
appropriating Palmerston’s Island as a place of
banishment for Tahitian convicts, and proposed to
the Missionaries to publish his request that no
vessel should remove any who might be thus
exiled, The laws which the king read to the
people were written by himself, and were the first
written code that ever existed in the islands; he
afterwards wrote out, in a fair, legible, and excel-
lent hand, a copy for the press. Printed copies
were distributed among the people, but the original
manuscript, in the king’s hand-writing, signed by
himself, is in the possession of the London Mis-



CAPITAL PUSISHMENTS. 141

sionary Society. The laws were printed on a large
sheet. of paper, and not only sent to every chief
and magistrate throughout both islands, but posted
up in most of the public places.

The sentence to be passed on individuals who
should be found guilty of many of the crimes pro-
hibited by these laws, was left to the discretion of
the judge or magistrate; but to several, the
penalty of death was annexed; and, only a few
months after their enactment, the sentence of
capital punishment was passed on two individuals,
whose names were Papahia and Horopae. They
were inhabitants of the district of Atehuru, and
were executed on the twenty-fifth of October, 1819,
for attempting to overturn the government.
Papahia had been a distinguished warrior, and was
in the very prime of life. He was a man of daring
character, and turbulent conduct. He came
several times to my house, during our residence
at Eimeo; and although, in consequence of his
restless and violent behaviour, I was not prepos-
sessed in his favour, my personal acquaintance
made me feel additional interest in the melancholy
fate of the first malefactor on whom the dreadful
sentence of the law was inflicted. The lives of
these unhappy men were not taken by thrusting a
spear through the body, or beating out the brains
with a club, or by decapitation, which were the
former modes of punishment, but they were hanged
on a cocoa-nut tree, in a conspicuous part of the
district. In the year 1821, a conspiracy was formed
to assassinate the king, and two men, who were pro-
ceeding to the accomplishment of their murderous
purpose, were apprehended, with others concerned
in the plot. The names of the two leaders were
Pori and Mariri. Sentence of death was passed
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upon them, and they were hanged on a rude
gallows, formed by fastening a pole horizontally
between two cocoa-nut trees. These are the only
executions that have taken place in the islands.
It is not probable that many will be thus punished.
The Missionaries interceded on behalf of the
culprits, and secured a mitigation of punishment
for the rest of the offenders.

The judicial proceedings in the different dis-
tricts of Tahiti, were divested, as much as pos-
sible, of all formality; and though some trifling -
irregularities, and slight embarrassments, as might
be expected, were occasionally experienced, among
a people totally unaccustomed to act in these mat-
ters according to any prescribed form, yet, upon
the whole, the administration of justice by the
native magistrates, was such as to give general
satisfaction. The following account by an eye-
witness® of their proceedings on one of these
occasions, will hot be uninteresting.

¢ At the time appointed, a great many people,
of both sexes and all ages, assembled under some
very fine trees, near the queen’s house. A small
bench was brought for the two judges; the rest
either stood or sat upon the ground, forming
something less than a semicircle. We were pro-
vided with low seats near the judges. The two
prisoners were seated crosslegged upon the
ground, under the shade of a small tree, about
twenty paces in front of the judges. They were
both ill-looking men, dressed in the graceful tiputa.
When ail was readi,f to begin, one of the judges
rose, and addressed the prisoners at canmderﬁbie
length He explained to them the accusation
which brought them there, and read to them the

* Capt. G. C. Gambier, R. N,
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law under which, if proved guilty, they would be
punished. When he had finished, and called
upon them to say whether it was true or not, one
of them got up, and answered with great fluency,
and good action. He maintained their innocence,
and called a witness to confirm it. The witness,
very artfully, turned his evidence to the account
of the prisoners. Others also, in some way or

~ other, favoured the accused, and the defendants
were therefore discharged, from want of evi-
dence.”

On the 12th of May, 1820, a code of laws was
unanimously and publicly adopted in Raiatea, and
recognized as the basis of public justice by the
chiefs and people of Tahaa, Borabora, and Mau-
piti. The substance of the Raiatean laws was
copied from those enacted by the government of
Tahiti during the preceding year. They extended
to twenty-five articles, imbodying several most
valuable enactments omitted by the Tahitian code.
The most important of these was the institution of
Trial by Jury. This was certainly the greatest
civil blessing the inhabitants of the Pacific had
vet received; and future generations will cherish
with gratitude the memory of the Missionaries of
Raiatea, at whose recommendation, and with
whose advice, it was established by law in these
islands.

Naturally violent and merciless under a sense
of injury, we often found them too severe towards
offenders; and while we occasionally interceded
on bebalf of those whose punishment appeared
“greater than their crime, we lost no opportunity of
conveying just and humane, as well as scriptural
ideas on matters of jurisprudence, without, how-
ever, interfering with their proceedings, or counte-
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nancing the misdeeds of those we might recom-
mend to mercy.

The new laws had now been nearly three years
established in Tahiti and Eimeo. Those of Raia-
tea, Tahaa, and Borabora had also been for more
than twelve months in operation among the inha-
bitants of these islands. The chiefs of Huahine
had virtually made the latter the basis of their
administration of justice, but no code had yet been
officially promulgated.

They had already applied to us for assistance
in preparing the laws for the islands under their
dominion. This we had cheerfully rendered to
the best of our ability, at the same time recom-
mending them still to defer their public enactments
until they had deliberately observed the effect of
those already in force among the inhabitants of
the adjacent islands. It was also proper to obtain
the sanction of the queen’s sister, then residing
at Tahiti, who is nominally the snvereign of Hua-
hine, the government of the island having been
formerly presented to her by Mahine, the resident
and hereditary chieftain. This grant, which tran-
spired several years before any of the parties em-
braced Christianity, has often occasioned incon-
venience. The internal government of the island
has always been maintained by the resident chiefs,
but in all matters materially affecting the people,
or their relation to the governments of other
islands, it has been considered necessary, as a
matter of etiquette, or courtesy at least, to consult
Teriitaria ; and hence it was thought desirable to
submit the laws to her inspection, and receive
her sanction. Though affecting only the resident
chiefs and people, and maintained entirely by the
authority of the former, they were to be promul-
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CHAP. VI.

Pomare’s proposed restrictions on harter rejected by the
chiefs of the Leeward Islands—Voyage to Eimeo—De-
parture for Tahiti—Danger during the night—Arrival
at Burder's Point—State of the settlement—Papeete—
Mount Hope—Interview with the king—The laws revised

Approved by the queen—Arr