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THE YELLOW FEVER. 5

valuable citizens. 'That they cannot sufficiently regret,
that they had reason to renew their remonstrances on this
subject, and that its present situation was likely to be
productive of still greater evils than those of last year.
They added, that several persons had sickened in the
neighbourhood of these unfinished grounds within a week
and with symptomsstrikingly characteristic of yellow fe-
ver, and they recommended, that the Common Council
would appoint_two of their members, with whom they
{the Commissioners) would meet, at an early hour, on
the ensuing morning, to concert measures adapted to the
emergency of the case. The board very cheerfully com-
plied with this recommendation, and such measures were
immediately adopted a3 were deemed most likely to check
the progress of the growing malady; but it had now tak-
ing so deep root, that it could neither be eradicated nor
checked by human means.
_ On the same day (6th August) the Commissioners is-
sued an advertisement, notifying their determination to
put the laws in force against those, who should neglect to
keep the streets clean beiore their respective doors, &c.
adding that the Street Inspectors were directed to report
all offences of this nature to the Police, and that the pen-
alty against offenders would be rigidly exacted.

On the 12th, 13th and 14th of August, there were
heavy showers of rain; that on the 14th commenced at
four in the morning, and continued without intermission
until nine with considerable thunder. The quantity which
fell, during these five hours, was sapposed to have been
greater than had, at any time, fallen, during the same
spaee of time, for many years. The streets were cov-
ered with water in many places knee deep, and a vast
number of cellars were filled with it.

It_ was, at the time, generally, believed, that this ex-
cessive rain and thunder would have so purified the air,
that the city would, in a few days, be totally exempt
from any cases of this disorder; but, alas! our expecta-
tions were dreadfully disappointed. Itis well known,
that stagnant water in confined places, during hot wea-
ther will, in a few days, exhale a pestilential vapour,
?’hlt’zh, if it does not generate, will certainly propagate ot






THE YELLOW FEVER. 5

The number of the dead on the 1st of October was 43,
and this was the greatest number, during the whole month..
On the 18th it was reduced to 16, and on the 21st it only
amounted to 9. After this the number of deaths on any
one day, during the existence of the calamity, did not
exceed 15, and it is almost certain, that had our absent
citizens attended to the advice of the Health Committee,
dissuading them from a premature return, the death war-
rant of the disorder might have been dated from that day.
The whole number of funerals in October was five hun-
dred and twen:y-two, of whom four hundred and thirty-
one died of fever. The average of the deaths, during
this month, was about 17. | |

On the 10th of November, the deaths were 5, and, on
each of the preceding days, they were only 4. The to-
tal number, during these ten days were 83, of whom
thirty-nine died of yellow fever. The following address
of the Committee to the public now made its appearance.

“ The Health Committee for the relief of the sick and
indigent in the city of New-York, beg leave to congratu-
late their fellow citizens, that under Divine Providence.
this long afilicted city is once more restored to its usual
state of general health, and, with the most heartfelt plea-
sure, inform those, who yet remain in exile, that although
a few cases of the pestilential fever exist, yet that by the
late cold weather and frost, the contagion is so far de-
stroyed, as to render the return of their families to the
city perfectly safe, provided they take the necessary pre-
vious measures of cleansing and ventilating their long un-
aired dwellings, and purifying the bedding and clothing,
which may have been left therein during the prevalence
of the fever.”

It would have afforded the Committee much satisfaca
tion, could they have given this invitation, at an earlier
period, but they did not conceive themselves warranted
by the then existing circumstances. There have, unti}
the present moment, been several new cases of fever,
particularly among those citizens, who returned earlies -
than the committee thought prudent, many of whom
Jave fallen victims to the devouring pestilence. This,

B3
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pressed in the following words. ¢ The whole number of
persons admitted from August 1st, to 3d November, after
which none were received, was three hundred and eigh-
ty-nine; of whom two hundred and eighty-nine were from
the city, and one hundred seamen.  Of the former, one
hundred and seventy-two died, and one hundred and se-
venteen were discharged. ‘The latter were more fortu-
nate; for of them only thirty-three died; the other sixty-
seven recovered.” -

¢« From the above statement, which may be depended
upon as correct, the following question naturally occurs.
How came it, that a much greater proportion of seamen
recovered at this hospital, than of those sent thither from
the city? The answer is this. The seamen were, in
general, sent there in the first stage of the disorder,
whereas many of our citizens, from the fears, which they
entertained respecting the hospital, could not be prevail-
ed on to permit themselves to be removed thither, till
they were past recovery.”

“There is one thing very remarkable, with respect to
the attendants of this hospital, which ought not to be
omitted. Their situation, to most people, must have,
no doubt, appeared peculiarly dangerous, as they were
Jiterally surrounded by pestilence. It so happened, how-
ever, that neither physicians, nurses, nor washerwomen
caught the infection, The boatmen too belonging to the
Health Office, who entered the hospital at all times, and
were not only engaged in bringing the sick from the city
and shipping; but, likewise, in removing them from
place to place, enjoyed a uniform state of good health;
and of those persons, who accompanied their friends, and
relations, stayed with them and nursed them, there is not
a single instance of an individual being infected. In
short, Dr. Douglass, one of the assistant physicians, was
the only person, residing there, who was seized with fe-
ver; but he had been in the habit of occasionally visiting
his friends in the city, and three days previous to his be-
ing taken ill, had slept in a house, the vicinity of which
was highly infected; and it is more than probable, that
his sickness was occasioned by that cause.” |
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sick, experienced the least indisposition. The physi-
cians were the late Richard Bayley, Health Ofiicer, Jo~
seph Bayley, the present Health Officer, and two others.
They were incessant in the discharge of their duty, and,
at least, two out of three of their patients recovered.

Before I conclude this article, it may not be improper
to state the different opinions, which prevailed amongst
medical gentleman respecting the origin of this dreadful
disease. From what 1 have already mentioned respect-
ing the letter from the Health Commissioners to the
Common Council of date Gth August, it is obvious, that
not only they, but a number of other respectable physi-
cians believed in its local origin, and assigned the cause
to the made grounds on the East River.

Such was the opinion of those, who believed that the
disease proceeded from local crisin, - There were many
very respectable physicians, however, as well as other
citizens, who thought that it had been imported. I deem
it correct to give the opinions on both sides of the subject,
and shall, therefore, lay before my readers an extract
from a letter, which I received frem Mr. Richardsor
Underhill, a respectable micrchant of this city, dated tha
80th December, 1708. This gentleman was not a phy-
sician; but in the opinion of Doctor Hosack, he contris
buted very much to the recovery of the sick. I well re-
member, that he was incessant in his labours, and that
they were, in general, crowned with uncommon success,

“Ina mind void of prejudice,” says he, it is more
difficult to form an exact opinion of the origin of this dis-
order, than most people, upon a transient view of the
subject would suppose. For my own part, neither my
education, nor my inclination, will permit me to form
any theories, concerning the first engendering of pesti-
lence, from combinations of gases, or other causes. The
dens in which it is bred, and in which it lurks, until it
issues forth to seize its prey, are more proper objects for .
persons in my sphere of life to explore.  To this purpose,
I'have frequently revolved in my mind, whether it was
an imported or homebred disorder, several circumstances
concurring to produce an opinion of its being the latter,
Lhe very rapid progress of it, during a very hot summer,
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wezer Taylor, Sylvanus Seaman, Moumouth IHubbs,

Walter Davis, Augustus Peck, and a young man clerk

in a store near the Iixchange. Most of these dined there,

and, during their dinner, they were under the necessity

of shutting up the doors and windows, though the weath~
er was very warm, so exceedingly were they annoyed,
by the stench from the ship. Of this company collected

from several quarters and who dispersed to their respect-
ive homes, not a single one escaped severe sickness, which
they were taken with in from four to five days, and of
which John and Ebenezer Taylor died. T'wo persons
belonging to the family were also sick. "T'he next house
above this, (there being none below it) was, at the same
time, visited, and of five persons, three were taken

dangerously ill and two died. In the second house

above, three more persons were sick at the same time

and one died, and the family of the house next to this

shared a similar fate, three were sick, two of whom died
in a very short time. Many of the boatmen, whose ves~
sels lay in the Slip, at this period fared no better, a num-
ber of them being victims to this stench or the contagicn
it produced.” After some other opservations, he con-
cludes thus. “From these facts, it appears, that the
sickness in this quarter was caused by the ship; whether
it was created in her or brought from another country, 1
cannot undertake to determine; but be it as it may, Zke

Jever was undoubtedly there contagious, and spread to
distant parts of the town by means of the sick; the bodies

of the inhabitants having (as I suppose) been rendered

ripe for its reception. From here I can trace it to the

neighbourhood of Golden-Hill, where a man named Har-

per, died in Gold-street on the 11th of August. One

Fowler died on the 18th of the same month in John-street,

and the third victim was Solomon Carl, who died on the

20th in Gold-street. Harper imputed the origin of his

sickness to his having crossed the deck of the ship be-

forementioned three days before he was taken.”

The benevolence of the wealthy inhabitants of our city
as well as those of the state and different parts of New-
Jersey, reflected the greatest honour on the character of
onf countrymen.  Upon this ocgasion, upwards of $7000
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Of the Yellow Fever, in the year 1803, we have an
accurate account, from the official letter, which was writ-
ten by the late Dr. Miller, then Resident Physician to his
Excellency the Governor. From this letter I extract the
following. | -

“ The commencement of the disease took place, about
the 20th of July, and from that time, it continued to pre-
vail, in a greater or less degree till the end of October.
The number of deaths, in this city, amounted to five
hundred and three ; those at the Hospital of Bellevue, to
one hundred and three, and those at the Marine Hospital
on Staten Island, to sixty-eight, making a total of six
hundred and seventy-four. To this should be added, an
indefinite number, about fifty or sixty, who fled from the
city, and died of this disease, in the neighbouring coun-
try and villages.

The first public alarm arose from some fatal cases, at
the Coffee-House Slip and in that neighbourhood. About
the same time, the disease was discovered in many other
parts of the city, without any known intercourse or com-
munication between the persons, who fell sick. Al-
though the number of cases, even at the worst periods of
the epidemic, could not be pronounced to be great, espe-
cially, if compared with some preceding seasons, they
were certainly more generally diffused, and left fewer
parts of the city exempt than on any former occasions.
Broadway and some of the adjacent parts of the town re-
tained their healthy character. The streets lying near
the margins of the two rivers, and some of those in the
upper part of the city, which are principally inhabited by
indigent, uncleanly and dissolute classes of the communi-
ty, suffered the worst ravages of the disease. The alarm
of the inhabitants was very suddenly produced, and the
suspension of business and the desertion of the city far
exceeded what had been ever experienced in former
seasons.”

The Doctor, after stating his opinion, concerning the
source from which this epidemic was derived, makes the
following very judicious observations, which I deem it
proper to transcribe for the consideration not only of the
present, but also of every future Board of Health,

; C
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No exception to this has ever occurred in any of the nu-
merous seasons of this pestilence, at our Hospital at
Bellevue, the Marine Hospital on Staten Island, that of
Philadelphia, or any other in the United States, provi-
ded the malignant air of the city had been avoided. The
force of this fact seems never to have been duly consider-
ed or appreciated. The numerous retinue of medical
attendants, nurses, washerwomen, servants, &c. which
belong to our hespitals, must be known to every body.
How greatly they are all exposed to contagion, if it could
be supposed to exist in this case, is equally known.
"The most malignant cases of the disease are constantly
found in these Institutions. The exposure of physicians
and their assistants is well understood. The duty of the
nurses leads to an incessant and unreserved intercourse
with the sick; they pass the greater part of their time and
sleep in the apartments of the sick, the dying and the
dead.” .

“ The nurses, at Bellevue ITospital, became so entire-
ly free from all apprehensions of the contagiousness of
this disease, that they often slept on the same bed, with
ike sick, and it happened more than once, in the course
of the season, that a nurse overcome with fatigue and
want of sleep, threw herself in the night, for a little"re-
pose, on the bed of a dying patient, and continued there
asleep, till the patient was dead, and it became necessa-
1y to remove the corpse.” -

Of the number of cases, at Bellevue Iospital; which
was opened on the 9th of September and closed on the
28th of October, the following is the account of the City -
Inspector,

The number of patients admitted amountedto 175
Of whom the malignant cases were - - - 149

-

Other diseases, - - - - - - - - . 26
The deaths, whick occurred, were as follows :
Of Malignant Fever, - - - -~ - - 52
Of other diseases, - - - - - - « 17

Dischagged cured, - - - - - - - 108

Y78 <
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some of them lay the greater part of the season. Of
these, a considerable number hove down, others threw

out their ballast and cleansed their limbers, some were

sheathed or graved, and all of them overhauled more or
less; and of the many officers, seamen and workmen,

ship-carpenters, caulkers, riggers, coopers, sail-makers,
blacksmiths, &c. not one was, in the smallest degree,
indisposed, or took any sickness by connection with

those vessels; nor has any of those persons, that I know

of, been indisposed, except one carpenter, who took sick;,

some weeks after he left the quarantine ground, and died

in the latter end of September in New-York, having ex-

posed himself in the poisoned air of the city. Of the pi-

lots, who have brought these infected vessels into port,

and had frequently slept on board of them, very often

one night and sometimes two, before they came to at quar-
antine, not one of them or any of their families have been

in the smallest degree indisposed from any connection
with such vessel. Of those attached to the Health Offi-

cer’s Department, boatmen, orderlies and attendants,
not one has been sick from any infection, or from any

connection with the sick or infected vessels. Of the

lighterers employed in carrying goods to the city, or-
bringing cargoes to vessels at quarantine, not one of them
was, in the smallest degree, indisposed till the 24th or

25th of September, when one of them was taken with
fever, which left him in a few days.  Another was seized
just after the first and died on the 2d of October. Neith-

er of these had any connection with any foul ship, to-
which they could attribute their complaint; but they took

it from having had a daily intercourse with the eastern

part of the city, and from being under the necessity of”
going into houses and stores in that quarter, and staying

longer in them than they had heen accustomed to, by

reason of the want of hands to receive their goods, in con-

sequence of the desertion of that part of the city.

In this season ds well as in every preceding, in which
we had been visited by Yellow Fever, it was a subject of
deep regret, that a collision of opinion existed not only
with respect to the origin, but also in relation to the na-
ture of the disease.  While, on the one hand, it wgs cons
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shewn as far as negative proof can go, that whatever
‘might have been the cause of the late epidemic, it did
not arise from any neglect of duty al the Quarantine
Ground, NOR DID IT COME THROUGH THAT CHANNEL,”

Such was the opinion of Dr. Rodgers, and no one whao
is acquainted with the character of that gentleman will
doubt his veracity.

But at that time I think it probable that the greater
part of our most eminent physicians believed in its ha~
ving been imported. Upon this subject, I shall lay be-
fore my readers, the two following extracts from letters
written by Dr. Hosack to the Board of Health. The
first is dated 5th August, 1805. After giving a particu-
lar description of the case of a Mr. James Dougherty,
whom he had visited, in consultation with the late Dr.
Riddle, he thus expresses himself. © Having never met
with a case of fever attended with the above. mentioned
symptoms, that could not be traced to contagion, I cannot
but believé, that, in this instance also, the patient had
been exposed to the atmosphere of an infected vessel, or
to persons, that had been sick, or in some way connected
with the sick of the yellow fever.” From the other let
ter, which is of date November 15th, 1803, 1 extract the
following. ¢ It has been said, that 1 have departed from
the opinion 1 had heretofore entertained of the origin of
the Yellow Fever, and, that, as in the present year, no
particular vessel has been charged with the introduction
of it, we were compelled to acknowledge its domestic or~
igin. Such too appears to be the object and tenor of the
last very extraordinary letter published by the Health
Officer. In reply to this misrepresentation of my opin-
ion, I have only toremark, that if I had before entertain~
ed any doubt of the origin of this calamity, the circum-
stances attending its appearance in the present season,
would alone have satisfied me (as it has some others who
have had opportnnities of watching its early progress)
that it is not the product of our own soil or climate, but
is always introduced from abroad. The infercourse, 1
might, perhaps, say the unlimited intercourse which has
existed between the quarantine ground and this city, by
night as well as by day sufficiently accounts for the pes«
tilence of last season.
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depredations in former years. It had formerly uniform-
ly begun some where on the East River; but new it was
first seen in Rector-street, towards the North Eiver, a
part of the city, which had been heretofore decmed pe-
culiarly healthy. The first notice, which was taken of
this disease by the Board of Health, was on the 31st of
July, 1822, of which the following is an abstract.

The following statement of facts made to the Board,
by the President, was ordered to be published.

On the 17th of July, 1822, Doctor Walters had in-
formed the President, that three of his patients, children
of Martin Reeder, at No. 26 Rector-street, were labour-
ing under a severe attack of fever; that he did not report
them as cases of Yellow Fever; but requested, that the
Resident Physician might visit them. '

On the day following, the Resident Physician reported,
that he had seen the said ehildren, that Caroline aged 9
years had sickened on the 10th instant, Amanda aged 11
years on the same day, and John aged 15 years on the
16th. He pronounced, that their disease was Billious
Fever. Caroline died on the same day, John on the
22d, and Amanda recovered.

The Resident Physician also reported, that he was in-
formed, that Andrew Thomas, a clerk, in a grocery store,
at the corner of Washington and Rector-streets, immedi-
ately opposite to Mr. Reeder’s, had been takenr sick on
the 12th of July and carried to the New-York Hospital,
where he died on the 16th following. Mr. Thomas ‘was
a young gentleman of irreproachable morals, and had
only been in this city, a very few months. From what
I have heard respecting his case, I think, that there is
no doubt of his having died of Yellow Fever,

On the 20th the Resident Physician visited Miss Rose,
a child of seven years, at the corner of Greenwich and
Rector Streets, and reported, that she had sickened on
the 16th of July of Billious Fever. She died on the 24th
following.

On the 21st he visited John Whailley, a baker, aged
206 years, at the corner of Cliff and Ferry Streets. IHe
bad sickened on the 20th instant of Fillious Fever, and
on the 26th wae convalescent,
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On the 1st of August the Board again met, at 12
©’clock, the hour which had been agreed on to mect on
every day, during the prevalence of fever. No new
tase of the indisposition in Rector-street was reported
nor had there been any there for the last three days.”

“Thus much,” says Mr. Stone the intelligent editor of
the Commercial Advertiser, “ may be considered as a
- kind of official return, although we did not copy them
from the minutes. What we are now about to commence
was considered injudicious by some of the members, al-
tirough his Honour the Mayor said, that it was better for
editors to publish a full sketch of their proceedings, and
let the whole facts, as they exist be known.”

From all that we have been able to learn, and from the
decided and unequivocal opinions of many of our most
respectable physicians, we are of the opinion, that the
city has been visited with several cases of Yellow Fever.

Dr. Quackenboss, however, does not believe, that the
sickness in Rector-street is Yellow Fever.  He still thinks
it bilious. It is his opinion, that there is something nox-
ious in the atmosphere of this district, where the sickness
has originated. All agree, that itisa very bad fever.
But as an evidence, that it is not Yellow Fever, he states,
that those, who have recovered have been treated by
emetics ; and that no physician would think of giving an
emetic to a patient supposed to be ill of Yellow I ever. It
‘would be considered as being certain death. This sick-
ness is atinospheric.

The board were principally occupied in su guesting
- and devising such preparatory measures as might be nea
- eessary, should the ¢ity be afilicied with sickness ; but it
was universally admitted, that there was then, but little
cause of alarm.”

Iam very far from censuring the Board of Health or.
any of their officers. I conscientiously believe, that eve-
vy gentleman connected with that body strove to the ut-
most of his power to avert the impending calamity ; but
I have little hesitation inex pressing it as my opinion, that,
if at the commencement of the disease, the infected dis-
trict, which was then very small, had been sprinkled
with lime, tan or charcoal, and the inhabitants had al} ree
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necessary.  We have dealt frankly with the public, and
given our opinion, and by so doing have promptly re-
deemed a former pledge. We repeat it we do not think
there is a cause of alarm out of the infected district.”

The young man (Archer) mentioned in the report of
yesterday, died this morning with every symptom of a
slmngx&md decided case of Yellow FFever. :

At a meeting of the Board, on the 5th of Auvgust, the
Resident Physician reported that Mrs. Naphthali Philips
at the corner of Broadway and Chamber-streets, had
been sick of Ycllow Fever. The family had resided at
No. 98 Greenwich-street, from whence they had moved
on the 30th ult. where Mis. P. sickened on the evening
ef the 1stinst. and died on the 5th.

As no doubt now existed respecting the prevalence of
a malignant disease in Rector-street and its vicinity, the
Board directed, that the following recommendation should
be published for the observance of their fellow citizens,
A number of cases of fever having occurred in Rector-
street and its immediate vicinity, anddt heing the opin-
10n of the Board, that the atmosphere of that section of
the city is unfavourable to the health of the inhabitants
and others, who may be disposed to resort to it, they
hereby advise and recommen, that all persons residing
in or doing business in Rector-street, between Lumber
and Washington-streets, or its vicinity, remove therefrom
immediately, and that they and all others abstain from re-
sorting to said district, and it-is further recommended,
that the citizens generally cause lime to be forthwith
thrown in their privies and alsoin the gutters in front of
their respective houses, and use every means in their
power to remove from their premises every cause of
nuisance or infection and to keep their cellars and yards
dry and clean.”

On the Gth August, Dr. Ireland reported, that Mary
Spraight, at No. 258 Hudson-street, was a case of Yellow
Fever. This was referred to the Resident Physician.

The President then read to the Board a letter, whick
he had addressed to the Health Officer with his answer.
The President suggested whether it might not be expe-
(ient for the health of the city, that further regulations
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Dr. Hicks reported, that he had visited Mrs. Rose, at
No. 16 Fletcher-street, from Rectpp-street, where she
had attended in the family of her Son, Mr. Rose, Pa-
trick Price, a passenger from on board the Empress from
Charleston, at No. 11 Roosevelt-street, who being sick of
Intermittent Fever, was sent to the New York Hospital.
Christopher Blochber, tin worker, 57 Rutger-street, ill of
Bilious Fever and Henry Millspard corner of Houston and
Sullivan-streets, a labourer, who had wrought in some
storesin Washington atthe foot of Rector-street, Thisman
was a patient of Dr, Blackley, who called his disease Bil-
ious Fever; but it was deemed suspicious. Miss Matilda
Hill, who had been reported yesterday died this morning.

Alderman Fairlie moved, that, in future, all reports of
the Resident and other Physicians should be made in
writing, which was adopted. .

The President read a reply from the Governor in an-
swer to an application, which had been made for the use
of the buildings, at Fort Richmond near the narrows for
the use of the sick, in case it should be déemed expedieni
to resort to that measure. His Excellency most cheer-
fully granted the request, under a full conviction, that the
public property would be taken_care of.

A communication was received from J. R, Burdett,
¥sq. an authorised agent of the Board of Health at Phil-
adelphia, now at the Mansion Iouse in this city, request-
ing infoxmation as to the nature, extent and origin of the
fever, which had commenced in Rector-street. This
was referred to the President of the Board and Health
Commissioners, - :

- A paper was read from Dr. John C. Straebel, commui-
nicating a recipe for the cure of the Yellow Fever, which
was ordered to be laid on the table.

Alderman Taylor moved, that the infected district
be fenced up, on which proposition considerable discus-
sion took place, particularly as it respected the bounda-
ries, &c. Aldermen Fairlie and Paulding as well as the
Resident Physician, opposed the motion, on the ground,
f_hat for so little cause, the Board would not be justified
i striking so heavy a blow at the commerce of this Jarge
district,

D2
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As the diversity of opinion, which had, at first, exist-
ed concerning the character of the disease, which had
commenced its ravages amongst us had now ceased, 1
shall not deem it necessary to notice the cases as they
may hereafter occur daily, unless something peculiar be
attached to them. It may be proper to observe however,
before I proceed farther, that there must have been some-
thing peculiarly noxious in the state of the atmosphere in
Rector-street and its immediate vicinity, as every case of
the discase had either originated in that small spot or
could be evidently traced to have proceeded from it, and
that while the devouring pestilence was spreading death
and destruction in that quarter every other part of the
city was fully as healthy as usual at this season of the
year. It is, likewise, remarkable that in ali places to
which the infected had been removed, w 1ether in the
city or country, although they may have died of the di-
sease, there had not, at that time, heen a single instance,
ofits having been communicated to any one. It was
farther well known, that a gentlemen from this city had
in the month of August, gone to Boston, where he took
his lodgings in one of the most genteel hotels, in whicl:
there were a great many boarders, that he was there ta-
ken sick of Yellow Fever and died ; but that no one of
the inmates had suffered the least inconvenience, in
consequence of that circumstance. In the year 1793,
when this dreadful disease raged so terribly in Philadel-
phia; so great was the panic, which had seized, not only

~the vicinity of that city, but 1 may say, the whole conti-
nent, that it was extremely diflicult for the unfortunate
~ fugitives to find a place of refuge in any quarter ; but ex-
perience has shewn that the fears, which appeared, up-
on that occasion were entirely groundless, and that in cases
of the prevalence of an epidemic in a city, the inhabi-
tants of the country have little or no reason of being
afraid to receive the sick into their houses. Tt may,
therefore, be presumed, that such inhuman caution and
barbarous measures as were adopted in the year 1793
will never again disgrace ouy country.-
~ With respect to the inhabitants, who resided in the in-
fected district, as it was very properly called, there were
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mers could they make itr But, alas! it too often hap-
pens, that “men are lost for want of thought.” |

But whilst I blame those, who remained in the infeeted
district, after the solemn admenitions, which they had
received to leave it, there were others, whose conduct
was still more reprehensible, and who paid dearly for
their temerity., Several persons, chiefly young men,
actuated by an idle curiosity, or, perhaps, led by that
propensity, which is so incident to human nature, to
clo that, which we are forbidden, entered the interdicted
district, and soon afterwards paid for their folly by the
loss of their lives. I do not say, that when a man is di-
rected by public authority to visit an infected spot, he
ought not to go. He is then on duty, engaged in en-
deavouring to promote the welfare ef his fellow creatures,
and may reasonably expect the protection of his God;
but he, who goes to such a place merely to see it, be-
cause he Las been told, that he ought not to go there,
or more probably to shew himself as a braggadocie, can
have no such confidence.

After these observations, which I trust will not appear
to be improper, I return to the proceedings of the Board
of Health, = =~ |

A letter was read from the Health Commissioners of
Boston requesting information, respecting the character,
degree and extent of the fever in this city, that they might
be enabled to adopt suitable measures for their own safe-
ty, without resorting to unnecessary steps, which might
interrupt the intercourse between the two cities. This
letter was couched in the most friendly terms and a suita=

‘ble answer was read and ordered to be transmitted.

The Board then directed an extension of the limits of
- the infected district, viz. that they should go so far as te
include Rector-strect to Broadway, and Lumber-street
to Broadway. '

The reason of this extension is easily explained..
Some cases of fever had made their appearance, at a
short distance, to which it had been at first confined.

On the 10th of August, Doctor Neilson reported Mary
Roe, a mulatto woman, as a case of Yellow Fever. She

had been takep sick on the 8th instant, while mwsing My -
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of the Committee on that subject. and that the Commnis-
sioners of the Alms-House be instructed to furuish what
may be deemed necessary for their sustenance, for that
establishment, should the eireumstances of any require
that assistance.” Iere was manifested a degree of hu-
manity, which abundantly speaks for itself.

Resolved, that in the case of foul gutters and other nui-
sances, where the owners do not comply with the recom-
mendation to remove or correct them, the assistants of
the Board shall enter complaints against them to the At-
torney of the Corporation. ;

A report from Dr. Bayley, our Health Officer at the
Quarantine Ground, was read and occasioned some
debate.

The Recorder moved, that, in consequence of said
letter, it should be resolved, that no vessel arriving from
warm climates, and which had been subjected to all the
purifying regulations at the Quarantine Ground, should
be suffered to come up to the wharves of this city, witli-
out permission from the Board of Fealth, aind in case
that they should do so, that they be directed to move im-
mediately.” -

In opposition to this motion, it was said, that a mea-
sure of this kind was altogether unnecessary, as it had
been clearly proved in the case of the vessel called the
Linterprise, that, during the warm weather, it is impos-
sible to cleanse an infected vessel thoroughly. '

That ship had underwent all the usval methods of pit-
rification; but immediately after the men returned on
board, a number of them were taken sick and the officers
~were again obliged to send them ashore.

After some further discussion, the motion was varied
50 as to read thus: “that no vessel from foreign ports
shall be permitted to come to the wharves of this city,
without permission from the President and Health Com-
missioners,” .

:(}n the 11th of August, little business was done. The
principal oceurrences were as follow. A remonstrance
~ was received. from sundry of the inhabitants of Warren-

street against the removal of sick persons, into that neighs
hourhood, which was laid on the tabie,
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measure, which the Board might deem essential for thé
preservation of the public health. The committee,
therefore recommended the following resolitions, viz.

That no grave be permitted to be opéned or dug in
Trinity Church yard, until the further order of the Board
of Health, under the penalty of one hundred dollars, and
also that any sexton or other persons, who shall permit
any burial in the said Church yard, in violation of the
above resolution or who_shall assist in opening or dig-
ging any grave there, shall be liable to the same penalty.
It was further resolved, that, in case any vault should be
opened in Trinity Church during the warm season, for
the interment of any person, it be recommended to the
citizens, not to follow it in the yard. -

The report and resolutions were adopted, as also a re-
quest, that the Common Council would pass an ordi-
nance, by which the penalties before mentioned, could
be enforced. This was complied with at the next meet.
ing of the Board.

On August 14th, the President after mentioning a féw
reports, read one of Dr. Neilson’s respecting Mary Woads,
who was sick at No. 130 Greenwich-strect, with symp-
toms of Yellow Fever. She was sent to the buildings at
the Narrows, and was, as 1 believe, the first patient, who
went to that place. Previous attention had been paid,
however, to get the establishment on a proper footing,
and she was, no doubt taken much better care of than
she would have been, if she had remained in the city.

The President suggested the propriety of suppressing

the names of persons reported as sick of Yellow Fever,
He thought it could do no good, and that, if continued,
it might be the means of distressing the persons afflicted
as well as their friends.  Alderman Fairlie stated, that
he highly approved of this course, that he had made the
suggestion on a former occasion and continued of the
same opinion still. He said, that the papers often pre-
cede the sick to the places, where they might be received,
and if the names of the afilicted were mentioned, it micht
do injury instead of good. Tt was then carried, that the
hames of the sick should not hereafier be published.

The President stated, that there liad been many eom-

L
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been, in a peculiar manner, a den of pestilence.  Anoths
er case was reported hy Dr. Francis of a person at No.
39 Chapel-street, who had been frequently in the vicinity
of the infected district, a few days before.

A letter was read from Dr. Bailey the Health Officer,
requesting the opinion of the Board respecting the car-
goes of vessels, which he might deem to contain matier of
contagion or infection and asking that they would be
‘pleased to advise him how he should act in such eases,

Alderman FFairlie was oppesed to making any further
regulations on the subject. His only recommendation
would be, that the existing health laws be rigorously en-
forced. 'The Board of Health he said, was not a profes-
sional body, nor could they undertake to decide upon the
origin, nature or extent of infection or contagion, espe-
“cially as they were questions, which had not been settled
by the faculty, and in which, he believed, that they had
made no material progress for the last twenty-seven years,

Dr. Dyckman made a few remarks on thie subject and
then offered the following resolations
 “ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Board, that no
“part of the cargo of any vessel coming within the 6th sec-
tion of the Health Law be permitted to be brought into
this city, if the Health Officer suspects, that such cargo
may convey with it infection or contagion.” This was
adopted. :

A communication was received stating, that a corpse
followed enly by one man, had, on that morning, at an
early hour, been brought to Potters’ Field and left expos-
‘ed above ground. The body still remained there and no
‘one would go to bury’it. The Assistants were directed
toattend to this case, which was done immediately. Tt is
not very easy to account for this circumstance. There

15 in all cases, a note required from the physician or some
other person stating the disease, of which the patient had
died, and an order from a magistrate directing the inter-
ment, but here it appears, that neither of these regula-
tions had been attended to.

August 18th, Doctor Hicks reported a man, who had
been removed from No. 55 Washington-street to Bank-
street, also his daughter Mary aged about 7 years, both
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case-of a person sick of Yellow Fever, at No. 40 Wash-
ington-street, who had been at work, next to Rector-
street. Ile was taken sick on the 18th.

August 21st, Dr. Yates reported, that of three persons,
who had been removed from Carlisle-street to Amboy,
about ten days since, one had died on the 19th inst. and
that the others were convalescent, (Carlisle-street is in
theinfected district.) :

Some other cases were reported on this day, but as
nothing extraordinary attended them, it is deemed unne-
cessary to notice them.

Orders had been given to the Assisiants of the Board
to arrest, such suspicious persons as might be found lurk-
ing witain the limits of the prescribed district. They on
this day, laid hold of two of this deseription, whom the ofii-
cers of the police ordered to be confined for sixty days.*

August 22d.  On this day three patients were report-
ed, one by Doctors Hardy and Hosack, one by Dr.
Neilson and the third by Dr. Bergier. They had all been
removed from the infected district.

August 23d. Four cases were reported this day.
Though they bad sickened in different parts of the city, it
had been ascertained, that they had come from the infeci-
ed district, a few days before they became indisposed,

August 24th, Dr, John W. Franeis, reported the case
of Mrs, » at the corner of Washinston and Liber-
ty-streets. He suggested the expediency of removing

her from the infected district and observed, that she was

* The confinement of the persons above mentioned for sn
- short a time can scarcely be deemed an adequate punishment.

Why were they there? Was it from motives of idle cariosity ? This
can scarcely be Lelieved. No. They went for the Jrurpose of mak-
ing their own the property of the unfortunate absentees. [
would have been a happy circumstance, if the attempt to rob had
rested here, but alas! such is the depravity of hawan natupe
that burglaries in the infected part of the city have been ﬁ*equan;
and the villians, who committed them, have in several instancear
with a wantonness, not easily accounted fo r, destroyed that pmr:
erty, whiech they could not conveniently take away. Aerime of
this nature, at atime so calamitous, deserves the most condigp
punishment, and it is hoped, that all those, who have been ¢qy,.
cerned in these diabolical depredations will be soon apprehend.
ed and meet with the reward due to their works. .

| B
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stating, thata cargo of hides had been deposited in a
store in Rector-street, which had become so putrid and
nauseous as sufficiently to develope the cause of the pre-
vailing pestilence. e asked for an investigation of the
subject, and suggested the propriety of setting fire to the
premises, in case that his information should be found
correct.

In confirmation of the above, the Mayor stated, that
two gentlemen, whom he named, had called upon him
In the morning, and stated facts and circumstances sub-
stantially corroborating the above. He observed, how-
ever, that the Assistants had diligently examined the dis,
trict and could not find the least trace of the supposed
nuisapce. He concluded by proposing, that the follow-
ing notice should be published, which was unanimously
agreed to.

“Boarp or Hearrn, August 24, 1822,

The Board of Health are desirous, that their Assistants
should examine and ascertain whether any noxious or
impure article has been left in any of the store houses oy
premises within the infected district, and in order that
this object may be effected, they request the occupants
within the said district, either to inform the President of
the Board, at what place their keys may be found, or to
leave them at the Mayor’s Office properly labelled.
Care will be taken, that no person shall enter the said
premises, except the Assistants of the Board, and the
keys will be returned to the owners.”
~ A communication was read from a citizen now residing
at West Farms, recommending, that the stems of tobac-
co should be burnt in the infected district for the purpose
of purifying the atmosphere. This was referred to the
Health Committee. --

Alderman Williams proposed, that, in future, the
names of the sick should be published, as the public feel-
ing seemed to call for the measure. A lderman Mead was
in favour of the proposition, except in those cases, where
the relatives or friends might be averse to the publication.

The proposition, however, was not acted upon at thas
_meeting,
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The subject was referred back to the same committeg
with powers to confer farther with Dr. Hosack, and to
act in the premises as to them, in their discretion, might
appear proper. |

Alderman Fairlie moved, that, in future, the namesg

of physicians reporting cases of Yellow Fever be omitted,
‘He stated it as a possible event, that empyrics, who had
convalescent patients might report them as cases of Yel-
low Fever, in order to gain a temporary celebrity from
the publication of their names in the papers. The mo-
tion was adopted.

August 27th. On this day, nothing remarkable oc-
curred. Four cases of Yellow Fever were reported, one
of whom from No. 84 Broadway had, on the day before,
been sent to the Quarantine (Ground.

August 28th. Four cases were reparted. Now it
evidently appeared, that the disease began to spread, as
one of the sick persons resided at No. 35 Pearl-street,
“and had not been nearer the infected district than Wiley
and Halstead’s store, at the corner of New and Wall
Streets.

A commnunication was received from the Reverend Mr.
George Upfold, rector of 8t. Luke’s Church, suggesting
the expediency of closing St. Paul’s Church, for the pre-
sent. - No order, however, was taken on the subject, as.
it was not doubted, that the vestry, who were well known
to be a very intelligent body, would do that which was
proper on the occasion. Here it may not be improper to
observe, that from this time, divine service was discon-
tinued in all the places of public worship in the lower
parts of the city. This was, undoubtedly proper; for,
though every christian must consider it as an incumbent
duty to meet with his brethren on the first day of the weelk
to render thanks to the great Jehovah for the favours he
has conferred upon him and to implore his mercy and
protection in future; yet in the case of pestilence, the
assembling of a large body of people must be obviously
improper, and the pious man will remain at home and
adore his Creator in his closet. :

A report was read from the Assistants of the Board,
stating that 'thﬂ}' had examined with the utmost care the
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August 31st.  Three cases were reported, coneerning
whom it is unnecessary to make any observations. 7

T'he Assistants reported, that they had inspected four
more stores in the infected district, and had been able to
discover no putrid hides nor any other substance, whiclh
could possibly infect the atmesphere.

A very interesting communication was received from
Dr. Samuel Ackerly, expressing a dishelief in the prac-
tical utility of the pyroligneous acid in purifying the at-
mosphere of this infected district. He said that he had no
belief in the doctrine of contagion,and that all the cases, in
the presentseason,had tended to confirm him in his opinion.
He was willing to believe, that the prevailing disorder
was imported; but he enumerated sundry causes, which
have a powerful agency in keeping it alive and spreading
it affer it has been introduced, such as narrow streets,
dirty lanes, filthy sinks, burying grounds, &c. e men=
tioned particularly the burying ground of Trinity Church,
and, in general, the impropriety of allowing cemetries
to be continued in large cities. DBy these, he believed,
that the water was rendered bad and that noxious exha-
lations would arise through the earth from decayed bodies.

Having proved, as he believed, the uselessness of the
pyroligneous and muriatic acids, he recommended the
free use of lime, charcoul, ashes, and tan or oak bark, to
counteract the noxious exhalations arising frem the cau-
ses above mentioned. The antiseptic qualities of the ve-
getable alkali contained in ashes, charcoal, and oak bark,
he said; were too well known to need an y comment.
The streets should be covered with the bark, and sinks,
privies, cellars, &c. should be purified with lime and
charcoal mixed with ashes, &c. This was referred to
the Health Committee. s

Dr. Ackerley’s mode of arresting the progress of the
fever was, at the time he suggested it, in general, deem-
ed to be a visionary project, and excited no great inquiry
into its utility. To his plan, the Board, however, in a
great measure resorted, at last, and I believe, that it is
now the opinion of many, that it was the means of arvest-
ing the progress of the disease, and rescuing from death
a number of valnable lives.  Of this subject, however, 1
have occasion to speak hereaftcr.
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gease iow prevalent in a part of this city. The motion
was not then carried ; but adopted on the 11th, when a
committee consisting of the Recorder, Alderman Iall
and Alderman M’Queen were appointed, and the sum of
seven hundred and fifty dollars appropriated to carry in-
to effect the objects of the resolution.

I'rom the 9th to the 14th September, nothing occur-
red worthy of notice. On the last of these days a report,
of which the following is the substance, was received and
ordered to be published.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The special committee appointed by the Board of

Health for the purpose of adopting such measures, as,
in their judgment, may, by possibility, arrest the further
extension of the prevailing epidemic reported, that they
had requested those persons, who had the care of chur-
ches in the city, to cause the burial grounds attached to
them to be covered thickly with lime, or charceal, or
both ; that they requested the proprietors of manufacto-
ries, in which filth or impure air may be engendered, to
order them to be thoroughly pwified with ley, lime or
pot-ash, and entreated their fellow citizens to cause ashes,
ley, lime, pot-ash or charcoal to be ficely used in theis
yards, privies and gutters. They further recommended,
that after they closed their houses at night, they should
slack in their cellars or kitchens a small quantity of lime,
which it was believed would tend to purify the air within
tloors. :
- They reminded their fellow citizens, whose stores or
eellars are situated near the margin of either river to an-
ticipate, dt this eason, a heavy storm and a consequent
fising of the tides, which might be attended with very
pernicious effects, if means should not be previously used
to avert the consequences.*

After some other observations, they proceed thus.
The fever has greatly exceeded its original limits. The

* It would be well for those, who reside near the margin of
our rivers, to recollect, that towards the end of September they
may always expect a storm.  They shoul!d, therefore endeavony
to be prepared forit. p






THE YELLOW FEVER. Sk

fever, which commenced in Rector-street, might have
been speedily checked.

In-confirmation of this opinion, I shall here insert an ex-
tract from a letter written by Dr. Samuel Ackerl y to Mr.
John Griscom professor of chemistry, which appeared in
the Statesman on the 18th October, in consequence of a
difference between these two gentlemen respecting the
- best mode of purifying the atmosphere.” Trinity Church
- yard” says the Doctor, “and several other grave yards,
which emitted septic exhalations have been covered with
lime and their putrid stench destroyed. 'The same has
been done with the cispool in Rector and Banker Streets,
and others in the upper part of the town have not only
been covered with lime, but the yards and gutters have
been cleansed and lime strewed in the alleys, sinks and
other receptacles of foul emanations. The Yellow Fo-
verhas here been arrvested and in a concentrated pepulation
of rising 2000.* Nothing but the use of lime has been
used in that quarter of the city, and in fact, the commitie
principally confined themselves to the use of lime.”

The Dr. proceeds in his address to Mr. Griscom thus.
“In your last communication you observe that the most
certain mode of changiny a poisonous state of the at-
mosphere would be to throw into such an atmosphere some
substance, which spreading throughout the whole mass
of air, would come in contact with the deleterious parti-
cles and by the effect of chemical attraction, neutralise
theiracrimony and destroy their virulence,” ¢ Now,” says
the Doctor, “lime is this very thing.” I went into Broad-
way one night three or four weeks since as far down as
Courtiandt-street to observe Dr. Roosas’ operations.—
One or two casks of lime were emptied in a heap and
water poured on to slack it.  When the lime had fallen

* By a census, which was taken by me of the inhabitants be.
tween Henry streetand the East-river and hetween Catharine and
Pike-streets, by direction of the Special Committee, which was
delivered an the 3th October, there were 3000 found in that
district and of these 9 were sick, of whom two only were aflicted
with diseases, which could be supposed 1o be, in the least degree
dangereus. Amongst 600 people between Barclay and Murray-
stre2ts, where lime had been i] cely used, [ did not find an indi.
vidual sick.

]
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thecity 3 and consequently, all persons who could be
brought to consent to the measure, all transient persons,
and all those without families or friends, have been re-
moved. The Board feel every disposition to do all acts
that they may be called upon by duty or propriety to
perform, which will tend to allay the apprehensions or
mitigate the afllictions of their fellow-citizens ; but they
cannot consent to exercise an authority, (without the
most cogent necessity,) that shall tear from their friends
or relatives a person suffering under disease, when there
is no proof as yet developed, that there is danger to be
apprehended by the neighbourhood, or even by the in-
mates of the houses in which the sickness prevails.

The Board have no manner of doubt, that on reflection,
the candor and good sense of that portion of their fellow -
citizens who may differ from them on this subject, will
induce such to acknowledge that a compulsory removal
of those whose friends and relatives have provided for
them an asylum in the healthy parts of our city, without
their consent, would be a measure so repugnant to every
feeling of humanity, under present circumstances, that it
ought not to be resorted to.

By order of the Board. _
STEPHEN ALLEN, Pres,

J. MORTON, Sccr'y.

On the 15th and 16th, nothing peculiar oceurred, ex-
cept that the number of cases appeared to multiply and
more difficult to be accounted for than they had been for-
~merly. On the last of these days, there were eleven cases
reported and four deaths.

On the 16th, the Common Council very humanely
adopted the following resolutions. .

Resolved, that in case any of the city watch, who may
be employed by the corporation in the infected district
shall be taken sick, upon application to the Board of
Health, a physician shall be employed to attend such
watchman at the expense of the Board.

Resolved, that the additional sum of one quarter dollar
for each night shall be allowed to all the night watch in
the first watch district, till the further order of the Board.

F2
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heaviness of gravity, owing to which they rarely reach
the head of an ordinary sized man.”

After a number of very pertinent observations, on the
nature of pestilential gases,the Dr. says, ¢ that Watchmen
and day guards may rest confident, that no real danger
exists beyond the limits of the infected district, in the
worst parts of which they kave no business to stand, and
in other parts they may be protected by standing to wind-
ward of them.” He further recommends to watchmen
and others employed in the infected district, to benefit
themselves by letting out water from the wells as often as
they possibly can.

“Running water,” he observes, “is, at any time, a
powerful purifier of air, as much as stagnant water must
soon contaminate it with the substances it alters and de«
composes in a sultry summer’s day, and oppressive at-
mosphere. Every body can judge and feel how grateful
it is to walk on a clean pavement, well watered, the
evaporation of which imparts freshness and elasticity to
respiration. Such,” he said, ¢ were the remarks and
precautions, which he wished to offer to those, who in
ease of emergency might hesitate to repair to the infected
district on account of personal danger. He hoped, also,
that the same observations, would be useful for all good
watchmen, who deserved to be well rewardéd, and at the
same time instructed that they were not devoted to abso-
late danger.  As the facts and principles, which he had
endeavoured to explain were correct, he concluded by
expecting, that every man would do his duty with more
confidence, with fidelity to public authority and honour
to himself.”

On the 20th September, the President presented the
following address to the citizens, which was adopted.

Several cases of Yellow Fever having recently occurs
red in Lombardy and Cheapside Streets, it has been
decmed necessary by the Board to recommend a removal
of the inhabitants of that vicinity, and it is, therefore,
earnestly recommended to all yersons residing in the vi-
cinity of No. 4 Lombardy-street, or No. 12 or 16 Cheapa .
side-street, to remove therefrom preparatory to such
ether measures as the Board may deem it necessary to
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lected, leaves us no hopes, if the epidemic be left to take
its course, that any thing but frost will stop it. The
committee were anxious to assail this infected spot.
They also wished to make experiments upon many cels
lars and houses in different parts of ihe city, which are
known to be filled with the poisonous infection. They
believed, that such trials would be satisfactory to their
fellow citizens, and might eventually lead to a discovery,
which will enable us to arrest an eyil, which more than
any other threatens the future greatness and prosperity
of the city. 5! ;

The committee, therefore, recommended, that for a
purpose so important, a further appropriation of———

dollars.
R. RIKER,
ROBERT M'QUEEN.

On the 25th September, eight cases were reported of
Yellow Fever, two of whom, yiz. Robert Williams from
No. 33 Market-steeet, and Frederick Boyce from No. 11
Dutch-street had been sent to the Marine Hospital. A
gentleman was reported sick of the fever at No. 6 Lewis-
street, who had removed from No. 363 Pearl-street on
the 12th, and had not been below Beekman-street within
20 days. Lliza, the wife of Robert Bayley, who sick-
ened on the 23d instant at No. 12 Cheapside-street, and
Eliza the sister of the said Robert, who had sickened on
the day following, were amongst those reported. They
had nursed Catharine Dayley, who had died in that
" house on the 21st, and had been both removed to No. 28
Orchard-street. |

On the same day, a letter was received from the Health
Officer stating, that Ann Dixon who had been received
at the Hospital from Fort Richmond on the 24th, had
died last night of Yellow Fever. Her husband, wha
had been reccived from the same place, died on the 27th.

26th September, of nine cases reported, there were
two somewhat remarkable, the one of Andrew Winslow,
a coloured man near the African Church in Brooklyn,
whasickened on the 24th, and had been in the habit ct

passing from the village of Greenwich to No. 79 Pearl-
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sister Antoinette, aged about 11 years, inhabitants of
Brooklyn, who occupied with their family the same house
as Davis, died of Yellow Fever the 22d instant.

The young man had been often in the city; but Mr,
Isaacs could not say to what part of it he had gone. He
was inclined to believe, that the sister had not been there,

~The inhabitants were removed from the house yesterda Vs
by order of the magistrates,

If this account be correct, is it hot probable, that Da-
vis has introduced the disease into that dwelling. 1f the
sister of Baisley has not been to the city, and her disease
was Yellow Fever, in what manner did she contract it »

I do not think it improbable, that Mr. Isaces has taken
his disease from Davis, although there are instances of
13 days having elapsed after exposure to the infected ajr
of Yellow Fever; yet they are very rare, as you have
noticed, this season,

The most frequent period has been from four to seven
days after their removal from the infected ‘district. My,
Isaacs has assisted Davis® wife in attending him, and he
was the only person who laid him out, and in six davs
after he sickened (on the 19th instant).

Although Baisley’s family did not visit Davis, when
he was sick, yet they were exposed to his bedding, which
was put into the yard immediately after his death, and
kept there some days. With great respect, &c.

JOSEPH BAYLEY,

HON. STEPHEN ALLEN.

On the 28th September, four cases were reported of
Yellow Fever, two of whom had been sent to the Quar-
antine Ground, one from the infected district, the other
from GO Broad-street.  On the 20th no cases WEre re-

ported; but two deaths. On the 30th there. were six
cases, one of which was stated to he convalescent, the
other to be dead. Besides this last, there were four oth-
er deaths reported.

On the 30th September, the following was presented to
the Common Council and ordered to he published.

“To the Honourable the Ma yor, Aldermen and Com-
monalty of the city of New-York.
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sheir social capacity in supplicating the favour of the Al-
mighty to avert his judgment, and viewing the present
visitation of sickness in our city as one of those events,
which calls for the attention of the inhabitants, in implor-
ing the Supreme Ruler of the Universe to stay the di-
sease naw prevailing amongst us.

Therefore resolved, that the Common Council ear-
arestly recommend to the inhabitants of this city, to set
~apart and observe, Friday the 11th October, as a day of
public humiliation and prayer to Almighty God, that he
would be pleased to interfere in onr behalf, and arrest the
progress of the malady, and, in bis infinite mercy, to re-
store health to the city. And it is hereby recommended
to all the citizens, to abstain {rom servile labour and un-
necessary recreatious on the above day ; and to devote

- the same to religious worship for the purposes aforesaid,

The question being taken on adopting the resolution, i
was unanimously carried, and referred to his Honor the
Mayor to fix upen some day for the observance of the
religious duties proposed. 'The Mayor, upon conversing
with the Reverend the Clergy, fixed upon Friday the 11th
.instant, the day, which kad been proposed by his Honor
* the Recorder. ;

-The day appointed for the performance of this solema
duty having arrived, the places of worship, in the lower
parts of the tewn, were not, as inight reasonably have
been expected, opened 5-but those in the upper parts and
out skirts of the city were well filled by very respectable
people, who were, no doubt, highly gratified in hearing
the pious, pathetic and truly appropriate discourses which
were then delivered from the sacred desks It is earnest-
ly to be hoped; that the solemn truths then communicated,
may liave made a deep impression on the minds of the
anditors and be productive of good fruits in their future
iives and conversation.

On the ist of Octoher, there were no cases and two
deaths. _ ;

On the 2d October, six new cases were reported, of
whom were John Hull a day and night watchman, and
his wife, at No. 50 Pearl-street, and two 1}:}1'505}5; who
had been moved to the Quarantine Ground.  John Led-

G
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had been no nearer the infected district than the place of
her residence.
. Onthe Gth there was only one case reported, viz. that
of Letty Fairley at No. 28 Lombardy-street. The four
following cases were referred to the Resident Physician,
viz. John and James Voorhees, corner of John and Nas-
sau Streets; William Roberts, Junior, in Maiden-lane,
and a lady in the same house.
The following letter from Dr. Oshorne to the Resident
Physician was read and ordered to be published.

My Dear Sir,

I am induced to address you, in consequence of a
paragraph, which appeared in the American of last even-
ing, and which I think calculated to give the Board of
Health unjust impressions, respecting my professional
conduct. I have never wished to be very forward in dis-
seminating alarm, and have ever been ready to report
cases, as soon as they should be characterised by those
symptoms, which are cognizable by the Board of Health.
Of five cases of fever, that have occurred, at Mr. Rob-
erts’, three have perfectly recovered, two are still seri-
ously sick; but have not those aggravated symptoms,
that will justify an unqualified declaration of malignancy.
At Voorhees’, corner of John and Nassau Streets, Mrs,
Voorhees and daughter have recovered, after a few days
illness—two lads are there sick, the second day of their
disease. All those patientsy as there may be some mis-
representation made to the Board, it is my earnest desire,
- that you would visit with me or with any mutual medical
friend. The two remaining sick at Mr. Roberts’ are his
son, the 8th day of his disease, and the nurse Mrs. H,
the second day. I am, |

Sir, repectfully, &c.
SAMUEL. OSBORN.
DR. QUACKENBOSS.”
Oth October, 1822.

On the 7th October, the following was presented to
the Board, addressed to the president
& Sir,

“ Pursuant to the request of the Board, I yesterday
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e had been employed, in scattering lime in the infected
district. |

Alderman Taylor, in consequence of a suspicion that
some of the cases reported are not Yellow Fever, moved,
that hereafter the physicians be instructed to make their
ﬁnr—ts to the Resident physician, which motion was

opted.

October 13th, two cases only were reported. One of
them was that of Mr. Patrick Phelan, at the corner of
Front and Depeyster Streets. Although ‘this gentleman
had removed to the country, he was in the habit of com-
g into the city, every Sunday, and spending the inter-
val between the hours of morning and evening service, in
the house, where he was then confined. He died on the
2d day thereafter.

October 14th. There was reported one case and one
death, and on the day following four cases, concerning
whom there was nothingiextraordinary unless that Thom-
as Pierson and Dennis M¢Ifoney had both sickened at
No. 105 William-street, the latter of whom had died with-
out medical aid. ,

On the 16th, two cases and three deaths were reported.
On the day following, there were nine cases and five
deaths. Of the cases, Lorens Wenderkin sick at No.
207 Mott-street, had been employed, the last sixteen days,
at the Sugar-House in Liberty=-street, and Isabella Blake-
ly, at the corner of Vesey and Washington Streets. No
nformation could be obtained, which could be relied on
with respect to this lady, whether she had been in the
mfected district or not,

On the 18th, six new cases were reported and one
death. On the 19th, ten cases and seven deaths, con-
cerning one of whom it is proper to transcribe the fol-
lowing. !

_ The Resident Physician reported that Israel Eldrith
died at one o’clock yesterday morning of Yellow Fever,
attended with the black vomit, near the five mile stone
on the Bloomingdale road. He had been a considerable
time, at the house, where he died; but on Tuesday the
8th mnstant came to the city, and returned home late in
the evening, stating to his é‘agﬁly, that he had foolishly
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covered with ashes or lime till they can be conveniently
removed. |

3d. A third means for the purification of dwellings,is
that of kindling fires in the lower rooms and Kitchens,
washing and scrubbing the floors with soap, burning vin-
egar on hot iron plates and shovels, and finally white-
washing those cellars or places, where something putrid
or some dead animals have been found. i

4th. Those inhabitants who have remeved into the
comntry and remained there long, must be reminded that
they are more liable to be affected and to sicken by the
change of pure air, against the atmosphere of a city,
which, in the autumnal seasen, is, during the best time.
always vitiated. Their rddy and hale appearance,
when they return, shews, that they have been under an
external excitement, which is to be soon counteracted, by
a more debilitating atmosphere, or by a natural reaction ;
they frequently must experience some fever or epheme-
val disease, which, in some instances, have proved seri-
ous. To these, I would, therefore, suggest as a precau-
tion, 1st. To come aslate as possible, that they may be
protected by a bracing cold weather. 2d, To exer-
cise much, during the first days, and to make use of those
stimulants in diet or in the way of medicine, which can
temporarily replace the excitement which they have lost.

I would take the liberty of representing to the Board of
Health, that as soon as the present warm temperature
shall have subsided, and without waiting for a black
frost, it would be expedient to invite the citizens to have
their houses ventilated and their premises cleansed, and
~ as soon as the body requires warm bathing to have occa-
sional fires kindled in their dwellings and to re-enter
without any apprehension of a return of the epidemic.*

The following are my motives. A large thickly built

* We disagree with the worthy Doctor as to re-entering be-
fore we have a good biting black f[rost, although it is, by all
means, proper, that when the temperature of the atmosphere
shall become low, all the deserted houses should be ventilated
and thoroughly cleansed, together with the cellars, yards, back
houses, &c. '

Ed, Csmmercial Advertis.r.
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eircumstance of the evils, which I have represented and
of the occasional increase of the mortality, especially it
the winter should set in as late as it did in the year 1819.
The black frost, besides, does not prevent the renewal,
or recruiting of the distemper, in those places, where it
has not penetrated.  Hence, experienced physicians have
witnessed very bad cases of Yellow Fever in November,
or long after the ground had bscn covered with snow, A
gradual lowering of the temperature from 65" to 45° is a
more certain and universal cause of extinetion of it, as an
epidemic, or of the causes, from which it originates.
There is never any black frost, in the Southern cities of
Spain, such as Cadiz, Seville, Malaga, &c. and their
freezing temperature, if any they experience, is very late;
yet the Yellow Fever totally disappears by the middle or
end of October, when their chilly rains begin to set in.
Nor do the inhabitants of our sister cities of New-Orleans,
- Charleston and Savannah, although comparatively more
exposed to a freezing temperature, depend upon its uncer-
tain periods for the return of health, as much as they

look for the sufficiently cold weather of the season.
FELIX PASCALIS.

On the 20th there had been four cases and five deaths;
on the 21st one death; on the 22d two cases and one
death; on the 23d two cases and one death; and on the
24th two cases and four deaths, On the 26th October
no case nor death was reported.

An address, of which the following is an abstract® was
adopted by the Board of Health afd ordered to be pub-
lished.

The favourable state of the weather, the advanced sea-
<on of the year and the reduced number of cases reported.
for several days past, together with the consolatory infor-
mation from th¢ proper sources relative to the general
health of the city have induced the Board, to believe the
calamity, with which we have been affficted has, in a
great measure, ceased, and therefore, under certain li-
mitations, invite thE.lI' fellow citizens to return to t11e1r
- homes.

* [ wished to have pablished the whole of this valuable dt}ci‘
ment, but my limits do not admit of IT
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them, were to be furnished on application to either of.the
Assistants. - To those unable to bear the expenses of the
necessary materials for cleansing and purifying, the same
would be furnished gratis. It was farther added, that Pro-
fessor Griscom had kindly offered to instruct any one who
wished it, how to use the materials for fumigation in the
most eflectual manner,

The Assistants of the Board and those in the City In-
spector’s Department were instructed to see, that the
houses and premises within the infected districts be ven-
tilated, cleansed and purified, and it was hoped, that the
direction of those persons would be promptly complied
with on the part of the citizens.

Finally the Board deemed it unnecessary to continue
their daily reports; but that if any deaths should occur
by Yellow Fever, they would be announced in the week-

Iy reports of the City Inspector.

-

OF THE CAU'SES OF YELLOW FEVER.

This dreadful calamity has been attributed to various
causes, amongst which some eminent physicians, as well
as other very intellicent citizens have supposed, that it
might be occasioned by our

PUBLIC CEMETERIES.
On this subject, Doctor Pascalis, a learned and respect-

able physician, expresses himself thus. ~ The dangers to
be apprehended to the health of the living from these re-

ceptacles of the dead have always undergone different

estimates. Some lave considered them as harmless,
though in the centre of populous communities, hecause
many generations had passed away from the time they
were first employed, without their having apparently
caused any evil effects.  But others again and with rea-
son, have supposed that such repositories might be far from
being prejudicial, at first; and yet mast eventually become
80, when the accumulation of putrescent tr:;m-'i;r;zmeuining
a considerable extent, should be acted upon by stich con-
curring circumstances as must excite deleterious exhala-
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1s like a great reservoir of contaminating fluids suspended
above the adjacent streets., As a proof of this we may
state, thatin a house in Thames-street, springs of water
pouring in from that ground, occasioned the removal of
the tenants by their exceeding feetidness and impurity,

The second circumstance is the number of bodies in-
terred ; more than a century ago, this ground, by royal
charter, having been assigned as a public burial place to
the inhabitants of New-York. If we only advert to the
deaths in our city, during the two last years, in 1820,
3815; andin 1821, 3810, we may easily calculate, what
a considerable proportion of these must haye been depos-
ited there, since the Episcopalians ave very numerous,
and that cemetery is the privileged receptacle of stran-
gers, or those, who do not belong to any particular reli-
gion. We know dlso, that to satisfy the demand for
room, a charnel house has been found necessary, to clear
off the remains disinterred for new occupants.

A third circumstance is the continual digging of graves,
thus opening to their very sources vents to the gases,
that must be produced in an enclosure, where no space
for a new grave can be fixed nupon, until an iron sound is
forced through the earth to discover an old coffin decay-
ed enough, to allow the removal of its contents to the
charnel house. This opening of the graves, as might be
expected, creates an intolerable stench, often complained
of and at present, testified to before the Board of IHealth
by those living in the neighbourhood.
~ Let us hope, that the situation of this cemetery, at pre-
sent, exciting our fears will be speedily redressed, by
the example of a sister city, who some years ago, con-
verted a like cemetery into a healthy ‘and ornamental
square.

Towards the end of September, it was observed, that
several cases of Yellow Fever had been traced to the su-
gar house in Liberty-street, and no small attention was
excited thereby. Establishments of this kind y ibiis
generally supposed, contribute to contaminate the at-
mospere and assist in the spread of noxious and deadly
efluvia. Part of the materials used in the refincment of
sugar, it is well known, are obtained at the slaughter hou-

H
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began to spread.  Others believed, that it was imported
by a vessel from Matanza. The pestilence walketh in
darkness, and though volumes have been written upon
the subject of its origin, we now know just as much about
¥ as we did thirty years ago, when the question first be-
oan to be agitated. When an enemy gets into a garrison,
the general may very probably hold a consultation with
his officers. On what? Will it be on this question, how
did the enemy get in ? No, but, what will be the most easy
means in our power to drive him out. I am sorry to say,
that our physicians have not in general, acted in this man-
ner. 'They have written letter after letter and pamphlet
after pamphlet, expressing their opinions respecting the
origin.of fever. Would they not have been much better
employed in devoting their time and talents, in a friendly
manner, to devise the best mode of its prevention and
cure ? By the plan, which they have heretofore pursued,
much acrimony has been excited, and no good has been
done. With respect to the talents of our medical gen-
tlemen, their honesty and integrity, I entertain the
highest opinion ; but a man, who is not possessed of
half the intelligence of any of them, may possibly
be able to point out to them the propriety of paying
some attention to the following subject, with respect
to which, I now with great deference to them and to the
public, submit a few hints.

On the best mode of preventing the reappearance of
Yellow Fever.

Concerning this, as well as the origin and character of
this formidable opinion, there is a considerable diversity
of opinion, but upon some of the most important points,
connected with the subject, men of reflection do not
differ so widely  as is generally imagined. It is agreed
on all hands, that the disease is either imported or
that it originates from local causes. Both may be
right. It then appears to me, that by the adoption of a
imore rigid police than we have heretofore been accustom-
ed to in this city, we might be able, by the blessing of
Csod, te arrive at an effectual mede of guarding against
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quires an early attention from those, to whom the preser-
vation of the public health is entrusted. Let them only
devise the best means for effecting this salutary purpose ;
and the legislature will, undoubtedly, grant them the ne
cessary powers. That amendments are wanting is ob-
vious, as our worthy Health Officer has, in some of his
late communications to the board, requested an explana-
tion of what they deemed to be the extent of his poweér
in certain cases. Difliculties of this kind ought to be
guarded against. Itis obvious, however, that after enact-
ing a law upon a subject so intricate as this, it will re-
quire many amendments, the necessity of which time
alone can discover, before it can be brought to answer
effectually the purpose, for which it was intended. But
let those, to whom this important business is entrusted
persevere, and, in time they will most probably, accoin-
plish their object. It may be said that the restrictions on
our vessels at quarantine are already sufficiently great; but
let me ask, whether, if by human wisdom, so dreadful a
calamity as that, with which our city has been repeatedly
afflicted can be averted, it would not be adviseable to
make them still greater ? Owing to the speedy flight of
our inhabitants, we have, this season, comparatively
speaking lost few lives; but our trade and com-
merce has sustained a shock from which” they will not
speedily recover, and if the return of so great a calamity
can be averted by subjecting vessels at quarantine to
greater restrictions than those, to which they are now k-
able, our merchants will in general, cheerfully submit to
the sacrifice.
L have proceeded thus far, upon the supposition that
the Yellow Fever was imported. Let us now take the
opposite side of the question and helieve that it proceeds
from local origin. And here I should suppose, that it
would be more easy to devise an effectual preventive than
in the other case. Physicians, who have espoused opin-
1ons diametrically opposite to each other respecting the
causes of pestilence in our city, are perfectly agrzed upon
fhls one point, viz. that Yellow Fever never did spread
m a pure atinosphere. The history of this dreadful di-
sease n Europe, the West Indies, and in every city of
|} G
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lars and have them kept in their present most scandalous
state. New-York is the most populous as well as the
most wealthy city in the union. Let it no longer be said,
with truth, that it is the most filthy.

Inow come to another evil, to which 1 think that some
attention ought to be paid, I mean the large cemeteries,
which exist in the very centre of our city. Upon this
subject, it is necessary to write with great caution, as
there are many, who deem it proper, that their own
bones and those of their relations should be deposited in
consecrated ground. Far, very far be it from me to in-
- terfere with or to attempt to vilify the religious opinions
of any one. This is a subject, on which every man
ought, without censure, to be allowed to judge for him-
self. I think, however, that a mode might be adopted,
by which the interment of the dead in the city may be
discontinued without interfering with the religious scru-
ples of any one. Let the Corporation appropriate for a
general burying ground as much of the public land as
may be necessary for that purpose, at the distance of
about two miles from what is now the thick settled part
of the city. Let this be fenced in, in a handsome man-
ner, laid out in walks and planted with weeping willows
or some other trees, which have a gloomy appearance.
Let this general burying ground be laid out in lots appro-
priated for the use of the different religious socicties in
the city, and if any of these societies should wish that the
spot allotted to them should be consecrated according to
the rites of their church, te this there would be no objec-
- tion. Here then every difficulty can be easily obviated.

Are prayers supposed to be necessary for the dead, if
the clergyman should find it inconvenient to accompany
the deceased to the burying ground, let the corpse be
brought to the church to which he belonged and there let
the solemnities deemed mecessary be performed. The
body might then be conveyed to its long home, accom-
Panied not by such a large retinue of thoughtless folks, as
now attend funerals, and who, during the procession, talk
of poods, wares and merchandize, as if nothing serious
hm:’t happened ; but by a few weeping friends, who deep-
ly impressed by the loss of the deceased, would, during
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ing subject, I shall proceedto give a brief statement of
those of others. The following excellent address appear-
ed in the Advocate of October 26th, and is headed thus:

THE LATE FEVER.

“By this name,” says Mr. Noah, “we can now call
the fever, which, during the summer and fall has pre-
vailed in this city, and which, under Providence may be
considered nearly, if not totally extinct. Now,” says
he, ¢ that the danger is over, the season of deliberation
has arrived and deeply should every citizen consider the
cause and effects of this terrible disease, and unite in the
best mode of preventing its future recurrence.

“ No city in the Unicn has a more advantageous posi-
tion for all the purposes of trade and commerce than
New-York, Within a few hours sail of the oecean, a
bold and safe harbour, with a great and flourishing back
country, improved by reads and inland navigation. The
rapid growth of this cityj the increased numbers of mer
chants and traders; the vast amount of importation and
revenue; the numercus purchases made by merchants
from almost every state of the union; the great amount
of money operations; the increased and increasing capi-
tal of money institutions; the capital also engaged in
menufactures; the aggregate of tonnage, and the im-
mense number of coasting and river craft unite in their
consequences to make New-York the London of
America. , -
__“The public buildings and institutions,” says Mr.
Noah, “are splendid and numerous and the city affords
every comfort and convenience, which necessity or luxu-
ry can require. In this picture there is only one dark
shade; we are occasionally wvisited by Vellow Fever
which, though not accompanied with a great loss of lives,
is attended with a great sacrifice of business, comfort and
convenience,

- Itis now incumbent upon all citizens to unite heart and

hand, in order to devise the best means to keep this city
healthy; to retain its foreign and ‘inland trade, and to
secure that prosperity, which nature and art has designed
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spunging the body with warm vinegar and water will
also be very useful in effecting this object.

The perspiration being thus obtained, should be con-
tinued, if possible without intermission until the patient
Is perfectly free from fever, which will generally be the
c€ase inabout 48 hours.

If the head be oppressed by stupor, a blister between
the shoulders or two of them applied behind the ears wiil
be useful. In an athletic habit of body, the loss of a few
ounces of blood by cupping or by the arm, has, in some
instances, afforded great relief 5 but this remedy is very
rarely necessary or proper, for in most cases blood letting
has been attended with fatal consequences,

If the stomach is disturbed and the drinks are rejected
by vomiting attended with much anxiety or sighing, a
blister should be instantly applied over the pit of the sto-
mach. If this fajis to give relief and the vomiting should
prove obstinate, attended with dark coloured discharges,
amixture of equal parts of lime water and milk, given in
small quantities (say half a wine glass full of each every
half hour) wil frequently arrest it. In some cases, the
lime water alone, and, in others the milk alone, has
been found useful, while, in some few cases porter and
lime water combined has been successful, when every
thing else has proved ineffectual,

While these means are made use of, the extremitios
sitould be kept warm by fomentations of vinegar and wa-
ter, or spirits and water frequently renewed, and cata-
plasms composed of meal, mustard and vinegar should
be applied to the soleg of the feet. In some instances,
blisters applied to the ancles-or to the wrists have arrested
4 vomiting that had resisted every other means.
 The diet of the sick, in this disease, should be simple
and chiefly com posed of vegetable nourishments, such as
barley water, indian or oatmeal gruel, arrowroot, sago
and panada, and, for a few days, during convalescence,
the patient should altogether avoid animal food, and
when he returns to the use of it, he should first take it ju -
the form of soy PS, and these prepared with a large pro-
portion of rice, barley and other Vegetables, ' *

-~ Emetics and mercury, which are generally prescribed
| I .
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cleansing and ventilation had taken place of the apartments
that had been occupied by the sick, or which were within
the sphere of the morbid poison, have become infected,
and have fallen victims to the disease. To guard against
similar conséquences is the object of the few following di-
rections to those who may be thus exposed. The public
being apprised by the Board of Health, when a due de-
oree of cold shall have occurred, and the citizens may re-
turn in safety to their homes, I should still advise atten-
tion to the following directions :— :

- First.—Upon opening the doors of their dwellings, the
external air should have a free admission for a short time
previous to their entrance; for although a severe frost
may have existed in the outer atmosphere, it does not
follow that the same degree of cold has produced its full
effect upon the warm air inclosed within the dwellings;
that have been for many weeks shut up. '

Secondly.—Let all the doors and windows of the house
be thrown open, so as to secure a free passage of air
throughout all its apartments—this too wiil be greatly
promoted by making small fires in the principal rooms of
the house.

Thirdly.—Let the floors be cleansed by soap and wa-
ter, and the walls of the apartments white-washed. In
houses that have been occupied by the sick, this measure
and that which follows, are indispensably necessary.

Fourthly.—Let the air be purified by the following
process—place an ounce of finely powdered salt-petre in
a common saucer, and pour upon it an ounce of the oil
- of vitriol.  Saucers thus prepared should be distributed
in different parts of the house, one or two on each floor,
according to the dimensions of the building. If they are
placed upon chafing dishes, the decomposition of the ni-
tre, and the diffusion of the gas that is extricated, will be
sooner effected. I am aware that the chlorine or oxy-
muriatic acid vapour is preferred by many; but as man-
ganese, which is necessary for its preparation, is not
readily obtained in sufficient quantity at this time, and as
~ the nitric acid vapour is well ascertained to afford a pow-
erful antidote to infection, I do not think it necessary to
encumber this advice by furmu@:, that are not likely to
be adopted. -
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The Dr. says, that Dr. Pym, in his observations, has
attempted to prove that the fever of Gibraltar was the
same as the Bulam fever, so happily described by the
learned and distinguished Chisholm ; that it is a disease
totally distinct from the Billious Remittent Fever of
warm climates ; that it has ne connection with or relation
to marsh miasmmata ; that it appears in the West-Indies
only under peculiar circumstances ; that it is contagions,
and under a certain degree of temperature may be prop-
agated from one country to another ; that it attacks, in a
comparatively mild form, natives of a warm climate, or
Europeans whose constitutions have been assimilated to a
warm climate ; and that it differs from all other fevers,
in llzlwing its contagious powers increased by heat, and
destioyed by cold, or even by a free circulation of mode-
rately cool air.

But I have says he, to solicit your attention to another
important circumstance made known in the volumes of
Dr. Pym and Sir James Fellows, and to communicate
which this letter has been written. Dr. Pym, who had
the advantage of seeing the disease not only in Europe
butin the West Indies, contends, that the Bulam fever
attacks the human frame but once ; and supperts this
position by the strongest proof.

“ Two proofs of the Bulam fever not attacking a se-
cond time, were in the 70th and 55th regiments. The
first suffered severely from the disease in the West-Indies,
in the year 1794, and returned to that climate from Eu-
rope in the year 1800, filled up with new officers, with
the exception of six, who had had the fever at a former
period in the West Indies, and who now escaped it,
although the corps buried ten of the newly appointed
officers in a very short time.”

“ Upon a moderate computation, there were one hun-
dred and fifty officers (civil and military) at Gibraliar,
who had not had the disease before, and twenty-five wlio
had passed it in the West-Indies ; and making an allow-
ance for one or two doubtful cases, where the disease
was 5o mild as not to confine the patient to the bed ; one
hundred and forty-five at least out of the one hundred
Aand fAifty were attacked b}ir it, while every individual ef

2
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as liable to it as the Philadelphians.” Nothing in rela-

tion to the security from a second attack of the disease is

- advanced by the late Professor Bayley, in his excellent
volume on the Epidemic Fever of New-York, in 1795;
though in the Collection of Papers published by Mr.
Webster, this writer on the epidemic of New-York, of
the same year, alleges that he knew not a decided in-
stance of an individual labouring under a second sei-
Zure. But at present I am not duly prepared to en-
large on this point, by reference to other American au-
thorities. .

Permit me now to make known to you the important
results of the recent deliberations of two of the most dis-
tinguished medical associations of this kingdom. 'The
decisions of the Royal College of Physicians of London
and of the Army Medical Board are at length brought to
aclose. These two learned bodies, alike distinguished
for scientific attainment and practical knowledge, have
been for a considerable time past devoted to 2 considera-
tion of all the facts connected with the nature and char-
acter of the Yellow Fever, partieularly as it has of late
years appeared in Spain. The Royal College have pro-
nounced that the Yellow Fever is a highly contagious
disease, which decision they have reported to the Lords
of the Privy Council. With respect to its attacking the
human frame but once, they say they think it extremely
probable, but that upon a point of such importance they
cannot venture to give a decided opinion. The Army
Medical Board, at the head of which presides Sir James

- M¢Gregor, have also given it as their opinion, in the
following words: :

‘ (COPY.)
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT UPON DR. PYM’S PUBLICA-
TION BY THE ARMY MEDICAL BOARD.

Army Medical Board Office, 6th May, 1816.
“Tt is due to Dr. Pym to state, that we consider him
to have been the first Linglish medical man who premul-
gated the opivion, that the disease in question (the Bulam
Fever) is capable of attacking the human frame but onte;
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This subject, in an eminent degree, deserves the consi-
deration of our physicians, as, if it should be found
to be true, it might ease the minds of many of our fellow
citizens from unnecessary fear.

The disease, with which we have been afllicted, spar-
ed uneither age norsex. Thus we find the venerable John
Dover to die with it who was in his 84th year, and also
children of six or seven years of age. Blacks as well as
whites fell victims to the dire calamity. A much greater
proportion of men died than of women. 'T'he reason is
obvious. Women remained at home, while men were
under the necessity of going abread in pursuit of the means
of supporting their families, and very probably led from
~ mecessity into the infected district.

It was usual, at first, to speak of the infected district;
but about the middle of September, we had two, which
were known by the names of the Lower and the Upper
. infected districts. The limits of the former I have al-
ready described as being hemmed in by fences. The
latter might be said to have been comprised from Henry-
street to the East River, and between Catharine and
Pike Streets. In Lombardy and Cheapside Streets, with-
in these bounds, the disease had been peculiarly fatal,
very few having recovered, who had been attacked by it.
What cause brought the distemper to this quarter of the
city, it is impossible for me to say. Here, however, as
well as in the Rector-street district, while the pestilence
was raging, the other parts of the city were fully as ex-
empt from pestilence as on the Allegany mountains. Tt
may, therefore, be supposed, that the disease in both
these districts either originated from, or was promul-
gated by some local cause. This the Board of Healil:
will, no doubt, cause to be investigated with all possi-
ble despatch,
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It is temarkable, that though several persons were
sent to the City Hospital, sick of Yellow Fever, at the
commencement of the disease, no one there was infected
by it; but what is still more remarkable, there was a wo-
man of the name of Walsh in Bridewell, in the month of
September, who soon after had the disease in its worst
form. The house was, at that time very much crowded;
but neither infection nor contagion ensued. The fact is,
that neither, during the sickness of the present year or of
that in any preceding, has there been a single instance in
the Alms House, Bridewell, Penitentiary, or State
Prison, in which there has been one solitary case
of infection or contagion. They enjoy, it is true, in all
those places a most salubrious air; but their preservation
from disease may, likewise, be attributed to their plain
and wholesome diet. A superfluity of food, to which
those who are in easy circumstances too often accustom
themselves, occasions crudities on the stomach, which,
in all probability will occasion disease. A spare diet,
during the summer months will ever be found to be the
best preservative of health.

The death of fourteen persons by Yellow Fever has
occurred since the 26th October, the names of whom I
have transeribed from the record kept by the City Inspec-
tor and inserted in the alphabetical list of deaths, here-
unto annexed. I have, likewise, ascertained the names
of a few other persons, who died of fever, which were
not in the list, with which his Honour the Mayor was so
obligingly pleased to furnish me. These I have, like-
wise, inserted in the said Alphabetical list. The whole
number will then be 254, to which may wvery pro-
bably be added an indefinite number of, perhaps, thirty
more, who may have died in various parts of the country,
concerning whom we have received no particular infor-
mation. ;

Immediately after the address of the Board to their
fellow citizens on the 26th October, the absentees began
to return to their respective abodes with a precipitation
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- The following statement will show the number of cases
and deaths by Yellow Fever in each street, by which
the citizens may form some judgment to what extent the
infection has existed in their particular neighbourhood.

The cases enumerated in each street, are only those
who were considered as having their permanent residence
there ; and those enumerated under the head of frequent-
ing the infected district, are only such whose residence
was in a healthy part of the city, but who contracted the
disease by frequenting the infected parts.

It is computed that there are but six cases which have
not been traced to the West and South of Fulton-street,
and but two cases that have not been traced to that part
of the city included within the bounds of Cuatharine, Ban-
cker and Pike-streets, and the river.
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Washington - 27 18| Beaver - - - e 2
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A LIST

Of those who Died of Yellow Fever contracted in the.
City of New-York, from 16th July to
November, 1822.

A

August 1.—Archer Leonard W. corner of Greenwich
and Rector Streets.

28.—Agg Thomas, from 96 Broadway; Albany.

26.—Atkinson Mary, wife of William, from 47
Greenwich-street; Marine Hospital.

September . —Ackerly Mr. from the city of Wash-
ington, landed in or near the infected district; in Canal-
street.

21.—Adams Mrs. Sterling, from No. 107 Fulton-
street; Carleton-street. '

24.—Allen Mrs., the wife of Thomas, from Duane-
street, near Broadway; at Hoboken, N, J,

28.—Armstrong Henry, 163 Washington-street.

October 29.—Archad Susan, Henry-street.

August 19.—Beck William, who had been in the jn-
fected district; 98 Harman-street.

23.—Brown Thomas, 14 Thames-street.

28.—Boulinger Edward, from 84 Broadway; Marine
Hospital.

28.—Buckmaster Mrs., from Beaverlane; Marine
Hospital.

September 290.—Bailey Mrs. Eliza, from 12 Cheap-
side-street; Marine-Hospital. '

80.—Bailey Miss Eliza, Marine Hospital.

24.—Baisely Nicholas, who had been in the infected
district; Brooklyn.

26.—Baisely Antoinette, his daughter, aged 11
years; Brooklyn, : »

21.—Bayley Catharine, 12 Cheapside-street,

23.—Beeker Victor, from 68 Beaver-street; Marine
Hospital.
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September 8. -Carney ﬂui’m, frbm '5 Cﬂurtlandt at
81 Orange-street b prgrland,
~—Corwin Mrs. 28 Park., 3 51237 523
13.—~Carney Miss, from 5 Cﬂurtla.ndt-street at Kip’s

Ba

IyS.—-Cary Mrs., ffom 4 Lombardy-street; Staten-
Island

1.—Cato Catharine, from corner of West and Liberty
Streets; Staten-Island.

8.—Chace David, who had been in Wall-street near
Broadway ; 380 Pearl-street.

10.—Christy Dupeire, 42 Courtlandt-street.

23.—Cisco William, who had been in the infected
district; corner of Charleton and Washington Streets.

28 ——Claar Mrs. Sarah, 75 Cherry-street.

5.—Coit Mrs., from 92 Chamber-street; at Kip’s
Ba

gﬂ —Conklin J nhn, 177 Fulton-street.

10.—Corton Abel, from corner of Nassau and Pine
Streets; Marine Hospital.

22.—Cowen John, foot of Murray-street; Marine
Hospital.

October 20.—Chappeau Clarissa, 128 Banker-street.

20.—Clark Mary, from 31 Lumber-street; at 217
Chapel-street.

20.—Crawford Elizabeth, 128 Banker-street.

19.—Curriel Joseph, 349 Water-street.

28.—Carroll Mary, Pike-street.

D

August 17.—Decker Jeremiah, from Rector-street;
306 Spring-street.
18.—Dennies I. C. from Carlisle-street; City Jersey.
31.—Ditchett Samuel, from 82 Brnadway ; Marine
Hospital.
17.—Doughty Dawd S. from 87 Greenwich-street;
6 Roosevelt-street.

29. mmDykemcm Joseph, from the infected district;
Walker-street.

September  .—Dally James, from 61 Cedar-street;
17 Harman-street.

22.—Darly Mrs. from 23 Broad-street ; Newark, N. J.
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8.—Heffernan Thomas, from 95 Washington-street;

New-York Hospital.
.—Hill John, from 6 Albany-street; City Jersey.

7.—Hill Polly; 6 Albany-street.

September 18.—Hamilton George, from corner of
Whitehall and Stone-streets ; 50 Mercer-street.

28.—Haywood John, who had been in the infected
district ; 138 Water-street.

—Hawser Martin, Sullivan-street ; from 42 Liber-
ty-street, |
.—Hartman Harman, from Sugar House in Liber-

ty-street; 118 Forsyth-street.

30.—Haywood Polly; 138 Water-street. |

1.—Helm U. W. who had been at the corner of New
and Wall Streets; 35 Pearl-street.

24,—Hopkins Daniel C. Lewis near Delancey-st.

6.—Howland Lydia, corner of Cedar and Temple
Streets.

13.—Hume Catharine, from 4 Bowling Green; Ma-
rine Hospital.

October .—Harris Elisha, from 1 Old-Slip; New
Canaan, ECnnnectiuut.)

5.—Hull John, a day and night watchman, 50 Pearl-st.

5.—Hull Nancy, wife of the above named John, at
the same place.

I

September 25.—Isaacs Samuel M. sent from Brook-
lyn to the Marine Hospital. :

October 12.—Irving John, who had been distributing
lime; 19 Cross-street.

J’ .

August 31.—Jackson Elizabeth, 152 Chamber-street.

26.—Jenkinson Jane, who had been through Cedar-
street; 62 Broadway.

September 11.—Jaques D. who had been in the infect-
ed district; New-Jersey. _

19.—Jaques Henry Freeman; 29 Pearl-street.

19.—Jones Ellis, from 99 Washington-street; 158
Harman-street, '

October 24.—Jones Catharine; 7 Cheapside-street.

30.—Jones Henrietta, 7 Cheapside-street.
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——Regan Edward from 52 Lembardy-street.
25.—Robinson John, Water-street.
27.—Rodgers Gilbert H., from 363 Pearl-street ; Ma-
vine Hospital. ‘
7.—Rollinson John, from 23 Washington-street; cor-
ner of Pearl and Collect Streets.
October 29.—Reed John, who had returned from the
country on the 10th ; corner of Grand and Forsyth Sts.
19.—Reed Samuel, 115 Cherry-street.
20.—Rankin Alexander, 48 Pearl-street.
S
August 17.—Scorgie John, (Scotland), from 55 Wasli-
ington-street ; Bank-street, between 12th and 13th Sts.
22, —3corgie Mrs., wife of John ; same place.
September 23.—Scott Richard ; 122 Bancker-street.
12,—Seamen James, who had been at No. 4 Wall-
street 3 22 Orchard-street.
24.—Smith Ann, from Liberty-street ; Walnut-street.
19.—Smith Ralph, 224 Nassau-St. :
16.—Smith Thomas, from G John-Street ; Grand-st.
26.—>Smith John, carted tan in the infected district ;
131 Delancey-street.
24.—3mwith Mrs., wife of Thomas, from 6 John-street ;
Westchester.
15.—Snow Fanny, from 4 Lombardy-street ; Marine
Hospital. 3
19.—Spear Paul, from 188 Greenwich-street; 357
Broadway, aged 35 years.
14.—Stewart Naney, from the infected district ; Ma-
rine Hospital.
14.—Stoutenburgh Isaac, from corner of Liberty and
Washington-street ; Marine Hospital. -
25.—Suitor William ; 104 Vesey-street, had been in
the infected district.
October 7.—3mith Mys. R., from 223 Nassau ; Marine
Iospital. _
20.——Smith Robert ; 349 Water-street.
17.~—Stephens Thomas ; 69 William-street.
16.—Stroebel Dr. John; 44 Nassau.street,
T
July 16.—~Thomas Andrew, from the corner of Wash-
L
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20.—Wilcox Amelia, daughter of Charles 5 G6 Pine-
street, from 18 Broadway. 0 it

19.—Wilcox Mrs. wife of Charles, Do. Do.

8.—Wood Lorindo, from Broadway; Saugatuck,

Connecticut.
20.—Woodhull Mrs. Harriet, from 85 Maiden-Lane*

6 White-street.

18.—Wyble Joseph, from Fletcher-st. ; Herring-st.

Octobeber 22.—Walker Sally, from 67 Water-street ;
18 Spring-street.

3.—Ward Moses ; corner of Water and Scammel-St.

15.—Wareham Jane ; 67 Water-street.

22.—Wendelkar Lorenzo, from sugar house Liberty-
street ; 263 Mott-street.

31.—Wendell Henry G. corner of Lombardy & Pike-st.

21.—Welsh Catharine, had been in Lombardy-street :
Marine Hospital. :

17.—Whitby George; 118 Bancker-strect.

17.—Whitby James ; 118 Bancker-street.

7.—White James ; 13 Dutch-street,

10.—White Henry P. ; 69 Franklin-street.

16.—Wilson David; 116 Lfoad-street.

2

August 28.—Zairgable Anthony, from 78 Cedar-strect .

Marine Hospital. 4

The result of the whole number of deaths was in the
year 1798, during the sickly months, two thousand and
eighty-six. In the present season, from the 13th J uly to
2d November, the number has been only .one thousand
two hundred and thirt-ysix, and our city most probably,
contains twice as many inhabitants, as it did in the year
above mentioned.

I have been obligingly furnished with the following
from the City Inspector, the correctness of which cannot
be called in question.

Evom 18th 10 20teduly - e wia g o id 70
Sk o e Lo s e s e 092
27th July to 8d August -'- - < . 7D
SO M0Ote Anmiat > - s ba s 20
10thtolfthdos - - - .« » « « o 102
S T R S M
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who is represented to be, at present, extremely ill of
Yellow Fever, in Westchester County, I beg leave to
communicate to you the following statement. :

The late Mr. Thomas Smith sickened of Yellow Fe-
ver, at his residence No. 6 John-street, on Wednesday -
the 11th of September. T was requested to see him pro-
fessionally, on the evening of Friday and I reported him
to the Board, at their next meeting on Saturday. Atthe
time he was first seized, his wife was in the country.
She returned on the afternoon of the 14th and continued
with him, at the house, in which he sickened, until he
removed on the following day atnoon to the corner of
(srand and Sullivan Streets. Here she also attended on
her late husband until his death. On the morning of the
17th Mrs. Smith was within what is termed the infected
district, about twenty hours.

The doctrine of the occasional contagiousness of the
Yellow Fever rests upon multiplied experience and un-
doubted evidence ; but derives no support from the case
of Mrs. Smith. 1 make this communication, fearful, that
the public, might be needlessly alarmed, and an opinion
obtain, that the present infection has diffused itself mope
extensively than is the fact,

JOHN W. FRANCIS.

e —

On the 11th November, the last meeting of the Board
was held, when the following interesting address was
adopted and ordered to be published.

Boarp or Heartn. November 11 5. 1822,

The Board of Health have deemed it proper, on the
termination of the malady with which we have been af.
flicted, and in accordance with the precedent established
by their predecessors, to address their fellow citizens, and
to bring before them a brief statement of the events con-
nected with the disease, and the means they have resort-
ed to for the purpose of preventing the extension of jts
fatal effects, as well as to mitigate the sufferings of those
who were exposed to its ravages.

During the winter and spring of the present year, ener-.
getic measures were adnptid for the purpose of removing

2
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shie had stopped for about one week. 'This vessel had
been at the Havana in March last, and had not touched
at any port except Charleston until her arrival here.

Lieutenant Cox had died of Yellow Fever during her
passage from Charleston, and ten of her crew were sick
on her arrival. The number of her sick continuing dai-
ly to increase after her arrival, it was deemed proper to
land her crew, in order that they might be removed from
the infected air of the ship, and a better opportunity af-
forded to cleanse and wventilate her. The landing-was
effected on the 11th of July, and all the usual means were
immediately put in operation to expel the foul air from
the hold of the vessel ; but it was found that the men on
shore conducted with so much disorder, that it became in-
dispensable again to return them on beard. The ship
having undergone considerable purification, it was hoped
that the infection was so far destroyed as to insure the fu-
ture health of the crew, but on the 23d of July there were
three, and on the 26thtwo cases of Yellow Fever which
occurred on board of her, a strong proof of the difficulty
which exists in disinfecting a sickly vessel. The Health
Officer remarks ¢ that seven of the crew of the U. States
ship Enterprize have sickened with Yellow Fever since
Tuesday last, about a week after they returned on board
of the vessel, which was well white-washed, and unslack-
ed lime put in her limbers after they were cleaned out,
and the ballast washed and white-washed, and during the
whole process, several wind sails were constantly kept
in her hatchways.” 'The men were again brought on
shore, and a guard to keep them in order, and prevent
their escape to the city was obtained from the Nav
Yard. The number of sick was about 30, of whom 14
died ; the last death was on the 2d day of August.

On the 17th of July, indications of the diserder which
we so much dreaded, made its appearance at the foot of
Rector-street, near the North River. On that, and seve-
ral succeeding days, information was received of persons
being sick in that vicinity. They were uniformly visit-
ed by the Resident Physician, who reported them as sick
of bilious fever. 1In this stage of the disease the Board
directed a strict examination of the streets and yards in
that neighbourhood, in order that they might ascertain
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whether any local cause existed for the sickness then pre-
valent, but nothing was discovered except a ciss-pool, in
a state of nuisance, which received the wash water from
two or three lots of ground, too low to carry it to the
street. They were immediately filled up and the nuis-
ance was abated, but not the disorder.

The first cases reported to the Board of Heath as Yel-
low Fever, were by Dr. Nielson on the 31st day of July,
on which day the President laid before the Board a de-
tailed account of all the cases of sickness which had
occurred in Rector-sireet and its vicinity from the 10th
day of July to the 31st, inclusive, together with the opin-
ion of the Resident Physician, as to the nature of the dis-
ease. On the 5th of August the Resident Physician re-
ported a person as a case of Yellow Fever, who had sick-
ened on the first and died on the fifth, the same day on
which she was reported. 'T'his being considered by the
Board as the first official information that the Yellow Fe-
ver existed in the city, they immediately issued an ad-
dress to their fellow citizens, recommending their remo-
val, and at the same time requested that they would make
a free use of lime, by strewing it in their yards, privies,
and gutters ; and on the Tth, public notice was given,
that all the avenues leading to the infected district, would
be forthwith fenced up. On the 10th day of August, the
Board advised the Mayor to remove all persons found
within the fences, and a committee was appointed, with
authority to provide for the poor who might be ordered
out, and to permit them to occupy ‘the buildings at the
Narrows, or at Kip’s Day, during the prevalence of the
disease. -

It was reasonably suppesed, that these measures would
have the desired effect of stopping the progress of the dis-
order, and that its ravages would have ceased for the
want of subjects ; but the imprudence of some, the incre-
dulity of others, and the interest of many, prompted them
to visit the proscribed district, and, consequently, the dis-
order was taken by several, and thus kept alive until its
bounds could scarcely be traced, and a general removal of
‘the inhabitants from the lower parts of the city was effected.

At this period the night watch, in that part of the ci:i
deserted by the inhabitants, was increased ; aday watch
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was appointed for the district enclosed by the fences, and
two vessels, with four barges, was engaged and stationed
in the East and North Rivers, with a sufficient number of
men to guard the city between Fulton-street and the
Battery on the North, and Fulton-street and the White-
I1all Slip on the East.

On the 11th of September the Board appointed a com-
mittee, with authority to adopt such means as might, by
possibility, arrest the further extension of the prevailing
epidemic. 'The means adopted by the committee were
such as are usnally applied for the correction of nuisan-
ces, and recommended by medical men for that purpose 3
whether the effects were as salutary as those that might
have been experienced from the -use of other measures,
strongly recommended by gentlemen of high attainments
in chemical knowledge, the Board are unable to decide,
but they have no hesitation in declaring it a: their opin-
ion, that the motives of their committee in adopting the
means they had selected, was of the most pure and disin-
terested kind, and that the good effects of their labour was
demonstrated in numerons instances.

The Committee to whom was referred the general su-
perintendance of the concerns of the Boazd during their
recess, was constantly in session at the old Alms House ;
by them the destitute were relieved, the poor were remov-
ed from the seats of infection, the sick were conveyed
from the contagious atmosphere of their abodes, advice
and instruction were given to the persons employed by
the Board, and every duty required of the Committee
was performed with fidelity to the public interest, and the
perfect satisfaction of the Board of Health.

On the 16th of September, a new infection was disco-
vered in a part of the city hitherto deemed healthy ; on
that day the Resident Physician reported to the Board a
case of Yellow Fever, at No. 4 Lombardy, near Catha-
rine-street ; and on the 20th there were three casesre-
ported in Cheapside-street, nearly in the rear of that
which had cccurred in Lombardy-street. The same
measures adopted at the commencement of the disease in
Rector-street, were resorted to in this instance, and the
immediate removal of the inhabitants from the seat of in-
feetion was determined on,  An order was accordingly
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medical attendance.  The number of deaths reported was
still more deficient than the cases, and cannot be account-
ed for, only on the supposition, that the request of the
Board, that they should be reported, was unknown to
the physicians. ;

It appears therefore by the daily reports as published
by the Board, that in July there were 16 cases, in Au-
gust 70 cases, in September 182 cases, and in October
87 cases, making a total of 364, and the whole number
of deaths reported to the Board, was only 119,

The cases and deaths however, that actually occurred,
were as follows: in July, 16 cases and 5 deaths; in Au-
gust, 90 cases and 58 deaths; in September, 205 cases
and 110 deaths, and in October, up to the 26th of that
month, 90 cases and 57 deaths, making a total of 401
cases, and 230 deaths; to which may be added 10 deaths
that occurred between the 26th and 31st of October, and
were not reported to the Board as coses, making the
whole number of cases 411, and of deaths 240. The
mortality this year, has been much less, in propertion to
the sick, than it was in 1819, when the cases were 65
and the deaths 43, a difference in favour of this year, of
more than ten per cent. The great dissimilarity in the
number of cases which occurred in the two years may be
accounted for by the fact, that the disorder made its ap-
pearance this year nearly two months earlier than it did
In 1819, '

"The Board are bound to acknowledge the countenance
#*  assistance they have received in the discharge of

¢ duty. They are under great obligations to the Go-
vernor, for the prompt manner in which he granted them
the free and sole use of the buildings belonging to the
state at Fort Richmond, Staten-lsland.—They are in-
debted to the Commissioners of the Alms-House, for the
assistance they have afforded them, and particularly to
Mr. John Hunter, the assistant to the Commissioners,
for the prompt and unceasing attention he has given to the
calls of the necessitous, the collecting the necessary su p-
ply for the persons quartered at Fort Richmond, the i n-
terment of the deceased poor, and the various acts grow-
ing out of the peculiar situation in which we were placed.
They are also much indebted to Doctor Chas. Drake






























