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i GeENERAL PREFACE.

observed one that conveyed to Englishmen any thing
like a correct notion of the matter. Some writers of
Travels in these States have jolted along in the stages
from place to place, have lounged away their time with
the idle part of their own countrymen, and, taking every
thing different from what they left at home for the effect
of ignorance, and every thing not servile to be the
effect of insolence, have described the country as unfit
for a civilized being to reside in. Others, coming
with a resolution to find every thing better than at
home, and weakly deeming themselves pledged to find
climate, soil, and all blessed by the effects of freedom,
have painted the country as a perfect paradise; they
have seen nothing but blooming orchards and smiling
faces. iy ol

3. The account, which I shall give, shall be that of
actual experience. 1 will say what I know and what 1
have seen and what I have done. I mean to give an
account of a Year’s Resipence, ten months in this
Island and two months in Pennsylvania, in which I
went back to the first ridge of mountains. In the course
of the rares parts, of which this work will consist,
every thing which appears to me useful to persons in~
tending fo come to this country shall be communicated ;
but, more especially that which may be useful to farmers;
because, as to such matters, I have ample experienee.
Indeed, this is the main thing ; for thisis really and truly
a muniry of farmers. ' Here, Governors, Legislators,
Presidents, all are farmers. A farmer here is not the
poor dependent wretch that a Yeomanry-Cavalry man
is, or that a Treason-Jury man is. A farmer here
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depends on nobody but Aimself and on his own proper
means ; and, if he be not at his ease, and cven rich, it
must be his own fault, |

4. To make men clearly see what they may do in
any sitnation -of life, one of the best modes, if not the
very best, is to give them, in detail, an account of what
one has done oneself in that same situatiori, and how
and when and where one has done it. This, as far as
relates to farming and house-keeping in the country, is
the mode that I shall pursue. I shall give an account
of what I have done; and, while this will convince any
good farmer, or any man of tolerable means, that ke
may, if he will, do the same, it will give him an idea of
the climate, soil, crops, &c. a thousand times more neat
and correct, than could be conveyed to his mind by any
general descriptior, unaccompanied with actual experi-
mental accounts. _ |

5. As the expressing of this intention may, perhaps,
suggest to the reader to ask, how it is that much can be
known on the subject of Farming by a man, who, for
thirty-six out of fifty-twe years of his life has been a.
Soldier or a Political Writer, and who, of course, has
spent so large a part of his time in garrisons andin great
cities, I will beg leave to satisfy this natural curiosity
heforehand. 2

6. Early habits and affections seldom quit us while
we have vigour of mind left. I was brought up under
a father, whose talk was chiefly about his garden and
his fields, with regard to which he was famed for his
skill and his exemplary neatness. From my very in-
fancy, from the age of six years, when I_climbed up
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the side of a steep sand-rock, and there scooped me
out a plot four feet square to make me a garden, and
the soil for which I carried up in the bosom of my
little blue smock-frock (or hunting-shirt), I have never
lost ome particle of my passion for these healthy and
rational and heart-cheering pursuits, in which every
day presents something new, in which the spirits are
never suffered to flag, and in which industry, skill, and
care are sure to meet with their due reward. I have
never; for any eight months together, during my whole
life, been without a garden. So sure are we to over-
come difficulties where the heart and mind are bent on
the thing to be obtained!

7. The beautiful plantation of Amﬂrm Trees
round my house at Botley, the seeds of which were
sent me, at my request, from Pennsylvania, in 1806,
and some of which are now nearly forty feet high, all
sown and planted by myself, will, I hope, long remain
as a specimen of my perseverance in this way. Dur-
ing my whole life I have been a gardemer. There is
no part of the business, which first or last, I have not
performed with my own hands. And, as to i, I owe
very little to books, except that of TuLv; for I never
. read a good one in my life, except a French book,
called the Manuel du Jardinier.

8. As to farming, I was bred at the pluugh-tml and
in the Hop-Gardens of Farnham in Surrey, my native
place, and which spot, as it so happened, is the neatest
in England, and, I believe, in the whole world. ~All
there is a garden. The neat culture of the hop ex-
tends its influence to the fields round about. Hedges
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cut with shears and every other mark of skill and care
strike the eye at Farnham, and become fainter and
fainter as you go from it in every direction. I have
had, besides, great experience in farming for several
years of late; for, one man will gain more knowledge
i a year than another will in a life. Tt is the taste for
" the thing that really gives the knowledge,

9, To this taste, produced in me by a desire to imi-
tate a father whom I ardently loved, and to whose very
word I listened with admiration, I owe no small part
of my happiness, for a’ greater proportion of which
very few men‘ever had to be grateful to God. These
pursuits, innocent in themselves, instructive in their
very nature, and always tending to preserve health,
have a constant, 'a never-failing source, of recreation
to me; and, which I count amongst the greatest of
their benefits and blessings, they have always, in my
house, supplied the place of the card-table, the dice-
box, the chess-board and the lounging bottle, Time never
hangs on the hands of him, who delights in these pur-
suits, and who has books on the subject to read. Even
when shut up within the walls of a prison, for having
complained that Englishmen had beenflogged in the heart
of England under a guard of German Bayonets and
Sabres; even then, I found in these pursuits a source
- of pleasure inexhaustible. To that of the whole of
our English books on these matters, I then added the
reading of all the valuable French books; and I then,
for the first time, read that Book of all Books on hus-
bandry, the work of Jeruro Tucy, to the principles of
whom I owe more than to all my other reading and
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YEAR’S RESTDENCE,
&e. :

CHAP L

Description of the Situation and Extent of Long Island,
and also of the Face of the Country, and an Account
of the Climate, Seasons, and Soil.

11. Loxe Isnanp is situated in what may be. called
the middle climate of that part of the United States,
which, coastwise, extends from Boston to the Bay of
Chesapeake. Farther to the South, the cultivation is
chiefly by negroes, and farther to the North than Boston
is too cold and arid to be worth much notice, though,
doubtless, there are to be found in those parts good
spots of land and good farmers. Boston is abaut 200
miles to the North of me, and the Bay of Chesapeake
about the same distance to the South. In speaking of
the elimate and seasons, therefore, an allowance must be
made, of hotter or colder, earlier or later, in a degree
proportioned to those distances; because I can speak

ositively only of the very spot, at which I have resided.
Eut this is a matter of very little consequence ; seeing
that every part has its seasons first or last. All the
difference is, that, in some parts of the immense space
of which I have spoken, there is a little more summer
than in other parts, The same crops will, 1 believe,

“grow in them all, g
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12, The situation of Long Island is this: it is about
130 miles long, and, on an average, about 8 miles broad.
It extends in length from the Bay of the City of New
York to within a short distance of the State of Rhode
Island. Ome side of it is against the sea, the other side
looks across an arm of the sea into a part of the State of
New York (to which Long Island belongs) and into a
part of the State of Connecticut. At the end nearest
the city of New York it is separated from the site of
that city, by a channel so narrow as to be crossed by a
Steam-Boat in a few minutes; and this boat, with ano-
ther near it, impelled by a team of horses, which works
in the boat, form the mode of conveyance from the Island
to the city, for horses, waggons, and every thing else.

13. The Island is divided into three counties ; King’s
county, Queen’s county, and the county of Suffolk.
King’s county takes off the end next New York city, for
about 13 miles up the island; Queen’s county cuts off -
another slice about thirty miles further up ; and all the
rest is the county of Suffolk. These counties are divided
into townships. And, the municipal government of Jus-
tices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Constables, &ec. is in nearly
the English way, with such differences as I shall notice
in the SEcoxp {’.un:- of this work,

14. There is a ridge of hills, which runs from one
end of the Island to the other. The two sides are flats,
or, rather, very easy and imperceptible slopes towards
the sea. 'There are no rivers, or rivulets except here
and there a little run into a bottom which lets in the sea-
- water for a mile or two as it were to meet the springs.

ess is, therefore, a great characteristic of this Island.
At the place where I live, which is in Queen’s county,
and very nearly the middle of the Island, crosswise, we
have no water, except in a well seventy feet deep, and
from the clouds; yet, we never experience a want of
water. A large rain-water cistern to take the run from
the house, and a duck-pond to take that from the barn,
afford an ample supplp ; and I can truly say, that as
to the article of water, I never was sitnated to please
me so well in my life before, The rains come ahout
once in fifteen days ; they come in abundance for abont
twenty-four hours: and then all is fair and all is dry
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again immediately : yet here and there, especially on
the hills, there are ponds, as they call them here ; but
in England, they would be called lakes, from their ex-
tent as well as from their depth. These, with the various
trees which surround them, are very beautiful indeed.

15. The farms are so many plots originally scooped
out of woods ; though in King’s and Queen’s counties the
land is generally pretty much deprived of the woods,
which, as in every other part of America that I have
seen, are beautiful beyond all description. The Walnut
of two or three sorts, the Plane, the Hickory, Chesnut,
Tulip Tree, Cedar, Sassafras, Wild Cherry (sometimes
60 feet high) ; more than fifty sorts of Oaks; and many
other trees, but especially the Flowering Locust, or
Acacia, which, in my opinion, surpasses all other trees,
and some of which, in this Island, are of a very great
height and girt. The Orchards constitute a feature of
great beauty. Every farm has its orchard, and, in
-general, of cherries as well as of apples and pears. Of
the cultivation and crops of these, I shall speak in ano-
ther part of the work.

16. There is one great drawback to all these beau-
ties, namely, the fences; and, indeed, there is another
with us South-of-England people ; namely, the general
(for there are many exceptions) slovenliness about the
homesteads, and particularly about the dwellings of
labourers. Mr. Birxksrcx complains of this; and, in-
deed, what a contrast with the homesteads and cottages,
which he left behind him near that exemplary [spot,
Guildford in Surrey! Both blots are, however, easily
accounted for. ' :

17. The fences are of post and rail. This arose, in
the first place, from the abundance of timber that men
knew not how to dispose of. 1t is now become an affair
of great expense in the populous agartq of the country;
and, that it might, with great advantage and perfect
ease, be got rid of, I shall clearly show in another part
of my work.

18. The dwellings and gardens, and little out-houses
of labourers, which form so striking a feature of beauty -
_in England, and especia;lgizn Kent, Sussex, Surrey,
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and Hampshire, and which constitute a sort of fairy-land,
when compared with those of the labourers in France,
are what 1, for my part, most feel the want of seeing
upon Long Island. Instead of the neat and warm little
cottage, the yard, cow-stable, pig-sty, hen-house, all in
miniature, and the garden, nicely laid out and the paths
bordered with flowers, while the cottage door is crowned
with a garland of roses or honey-suckle ; instead of these,
we here see the labourer content with a shell of boards,
while all around him is as barren as the sea-beach ;
though the natural earth would send melons, the finest
in the world, creeping round his door, and though there
is no English shrub, or flower, which will not grow and
flourish here. This want of attention in such cases is
hereditary from the first settlers. They found land so
~ Elen:{', at they treated small spots with contempt.
esides, the ezample of neatness was wanting. There
were no gentlemen’s gardens, kept as clean as drawing-
rooms, with grass as even as a carpet. From endea-
vouring to imitate perfection men arrive at mediocrity ;
and, those who never have seen, or heard of perfection,
in these matters, will naturally be slovens. .
19. Yet, notwithstanding these blots, as I deem them,
the face of the country, in summer, is very fine. From
December o May, there is not a speck of green. No
green-grass and turnips, and wheat, and rye, and rape,
as in England. The frost comes and sweeps all vegeta-
tion and verdant existence from the face of the earth.
The wheat and rye live ; but, they lose all their verdure.
Yet the state of things in June, is, as to crops, and
fruits, much about what it is in England; for, when
‘things do begin to grow, they grow indeed; and the
general harvest for grain (what we call corn) is a full
month earlier than in the South of England! -
20. Having now given a sketch of the face of th
country, it only remains for me to speak in this place of
the Climate and Seasons, because I shall sufficiently
describe the Soil, when I come to treat of my own
actual experience of it. I do not like, in these cases,
general descriptions. Indeed, they must be very im-
perfect; and, therefore, I will just give a copy of a
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JOURNAL,

kept by myself, from the 5th of May 1817, to the 20th
of April, 1818. This, it appears to me, is the best way
of proceeding ; for, then, there can bhe no deception ;
and, therefore, I insert it as follows.

1817. May.

5. Landed at New York. |

6. Went over to Long Island. Very fine day, warm
as Mayin England. The Peach-trees going out of
bloom. Plum-trees in full bloom.

7. Cold, sharp, East wind, just like that which makes
the old debauchees in London shiver and shake.

8. Alittle frost in the night, and a warm day.

9. Cold in the shade and hot in the sun. _

10. The weather has been dry for some time. The
grass is only beginning to grow a little.

b 11. Heavy thunder and rain. in the night, and all this
T ,
{2. Rain till noon. Then warm and beautiful.

13. Warm, fine day. Saw in the garden, lettuces,
onions, carrots, and parsnips, just come up out of the
ground. A

14. Sharp, drying wind. People travel with great
coats, to be gnarded against the morning and evening
air.

15. Warm and fair., The farmers are beginning to
plant their Indian Corn. o

16. Dry wind, warm in the sun. Cherry trees begin
to come out in bloom. The Oaks show no green yet,
The Sassafras in flower, or, whatever else it is called.
It resembles the Elder flower a good deal.

17. Dry wind. Warmer than yesterday. An Eng-
lish April morning, that is to say, a sharp April morning,

and a Junre day.
- 18, Warm and fine. Grass pushes on. Saw some
Luserne in a warm spot, 8 inches high.

19. Rain all day. Grass grows apace. People plant

tatoes.

20, T'ine and warm. A good cow sells, with a calf
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and the latter eat cob and all. It is eaten, and is a very
delicious thing, in its half-ripe, or milky state ; and
these were the * ears of corn” which the Pharisees
complained of the Disciples for plucking off to eat on
the Sabbath Day ; for, how were they to eat wheat ears,
unless after the manner of the ¢ Noble Lord” above
mentioned ? Besides, the Indian Corn is a native of
Palestine. The French, who, doubtless, brought it
originally from the Levant, call it Turkish Corn. The
Locusts, that John the Baptist lived on, were not (as I
used to wonder at when a boy) the noxious vermin that
devoured the land of Egypt; but the beon, which comes
in the long pods borne by the three-thorned Locust-tree,
and of which I have an abundance here, The wild
honey was the honey of wild bees; and the hollow
trees here contain swarms of them. The trees are cut,
sometimes, in winter, and the part containing the
swarm, brought and placed near the house. I saw this
lately in Pennsylvania.

4. Fine rain. . Began about ten o’clock.

5. Rain nearly all day.

6. Fine and warm. Things grow surprisingly.

7. Fine and warm. Rather cold at night.

8. Hot. :

9. Rain all day. The wood green, and so beautiful !
The leaves look so fresh and delicate! But, the Flow-
ering Locust only begins to show leaf. It will, by and
by, make up, by its beauty, for its shyness at present.

10. Fine warm day. The cattle are up to their eyes
in grass.

11. Fine warm day. Like the very, very finest in
England in June. -
12. Fine day. And, when I say fine, I mean really
fine. Not a cloud in the sky.

13. Tine and hot. About as hot as the hottest of our
English July weather in common years. Lucerne, 21
teet high.

14. Fine and hot; but, we have always a breeze when
it is hot, which I did not formerly find in Pennsylvania.
This arises, I suppose, from our nearness to the sea,

15. Rain all day.

16. Fine, beautiful day, Never saw such fine weather,
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Not a morsel of dirt. The ground sucks up all. [
walk about and work in the land in shoes made of deer-
skin. They are dressed white, like breeches-leather.
I began to leave off my coat to day, and do not expect
to put it on again till October. M);r hat is a white chip,
with broad brims. Never better health.

1:?. Fine day. The partridges (miscalled qnails)
begin to sit. The orchard full of birds’ nests ; and,
amongst others, a dove is sitting on her eggs in an
apple tree.

18. Fine day. Green peas fit to gather in pretty
early gardens, though only of the common hotspur
sort. May<duke cherries begin to be ripe.

19. Fine day. But, now comes my alarm! The
musquitoes, and, still worse, the common house-fly,
which used to plague us so in Pennsylvania, and which
were the only things I ever disliked belonging to the
climate of America. Musquitoes are bred in stagnant
water, of which here is none. Flies are bred in filth,
of which none shall be near me as long as I can use
a shovel and a broom. They will follow fresh meat
and fish. Have neither, or ge very careful. 1 have
this day put all these precautions in practice; and, now
let us see the result.

20. Fine day, Carrots and parsnips, sown on the
3d and 4th instant, all up, and in rough leaf! Onions
up. The whole garden green in 18 days from the
sowing. : .

21. Very hot. Thunder and heavy rain at night.

22. Fine day. May-duke cherries ripe.

23. Hot and close. Distant thunder.

24. Fine day.

25, Fine day. White-heart and black-heart cherries
getting ripe. ‘

26. Rain. Planted out cucumbers and melons, I
find I am ratner late.

27. Fine day. -

28. Fine day. Gathered cherries for drying for
winter use.

29. Fine day. 3

30. Rain all night. People are planfing out their
cabbages for the winter cﬁng‘ W A

!
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JULY.

1. Fine day. Bought 20 bushels of English salt for
half a dollar a bushel. 2
- 2 & 3. Fine days,

4. Fine day., éarmts, sown 3d June, 3 inches high.

5. Very hot day. No flies yel.

6. Fine hot day. Currants ripe. Oats in haw.
Rye nearly ripe. Indian corn two feet high. Hay-
making nearly done.

7. Rain and thunder early in the morning.

8. Fine hot day. Wear no waistcoat now, except in
the morning and evening.

9. Fine hot day. Apples to make puddings and
pies; but our housekeeper does not know how to make
an apple-pudding. She puts the %ﬁces of apple
amongst the batter! She has not read Peter Pindar.

10. Fine hot day. I work in the land morning and
evening, and write in the day in a north room. The
dress is now become a very convenient, or, rather, a
very little inconvenient affair. Shoes, trowsers, shirt
and hat. No plague of dressing and undressing !

“11. Fine hot day in the morning, but began to grow
dark in the afternoon. A sort of haze came over. -

12. Very hot day. The common black cherries,
the little red honey cherries, all ripe now, and falling
and rotting by the thousands of pounds weight. But,
this place which I rent is remarkable for abundance of
cherries. Some early peas, sown in the second week -
in June, fit for the table. This is thirty days from the
time of sowing. No flies yet! No musquitoes!

13. Hot and heavy, like the pleading of a quarter-
sessions lawyer. No breeze to-day, which is rarely
the case. T
- 14. Fine day. The Indian corn four feet high.

15. Fine day. We eat turnips sown on the second
of June. Early cabbages (a gift) sown in May.

16, Fine hot day. al%iné young onions, sown on the
8th of June.

17. Fine hot day. Harvest of wheat, rye, oats and
barley, half done. But, indeed, what is it to do when
the weather does so much !
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18. Fine hot day.

19. Rain all day.

20. Fine hot day, and some wind. All dry again as
completely as if it had not rained for a year.

2]1. Fine hot day; but heavy rain at night. Flies,
a few. Not more than in England. My son John,
who has just returncd from Pennsylvania, says they are
as great forments there as ever. At a friend’s house
(a farm house) there, two quarts of flies were caught
in one window in one day! 1 do nrot believe that there
are two quarts in all my premises. ~ But, then, I cause
all wash and slops to be carried forty yards from the
house. I suffer no peelings or greens, or any rubbish,
to lie near the house. [ suffer no fresh meat to remain
more than one day fresh in the house. I proseribe all
fish. Do not suffer a dog to enter the house. Keep all
pigs at a distance of sixty F-'ards. And sweep all round
about once every week at least.

22. Fine hot day. |

23. Fine hot day. Sowed Buck-wheat in a piece of
very poor ground. -

24. Fine hot day. Harvest (for grain) nearly over.
The main part of the wheat, &c. is put into Barns,
which are very large and commodious. Some they put
into small 7icks, or stacks, out in the fields, and there
they stand, without any thatching, till they are wanted
to be taken in during the winter, and, sometimes they
remain out for a whole year. Nothing can prove more
clearly than this fact, the great difference between this
climate and that of England, where, as every body
knows, such stacks would be mere heaps of muck by
January, if they were not, long and long before that
time, carried clean off the farm by the wind. The
crop is sometimes threshed out in the field by the feet
of horses, asin the South of France. It is sometimes
carried into the barn’s floor, where three or four horses,
or oxen, going abreast, trample out the grain as the
sheaves, or swarths, are brought in.  And this explains
to us the humane precept of Moses, * not to muzzle the
“ ox as he treadeth out the grain,” which we country
people in England cannot make out. I used to be puz-
zled too, in the story of Rurm, to imagine how Boaz
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could be busy amongst his threshers in the height of
harvest.—The weather is so fine, and the grain so dry,
that, when the wheat and rye are threshed by the flail,
the sheaves are barely untied, laid upon the floor, re-
ceive a few raps, and are then tied up, clean threshed
for straw, without the order of the straws being in the
least changed! The ears and butts retain their places
in the sheaf, and the band that tied the sheaf before ties
it again. The straw is as bright as burnished gold.
Not a speck in it. These facts will speak volumes to
an English farmer, who will see with ahat ease work
must be done in such a country. iz

25. Fine hot day. Early pea, mentioned before,
harvested, in forty days from the sowing. Noi more
flies than in England.

26. Fine broiling day. The Indian Corn grows
away now, and has, each plant, at least, @ tumbler full
of water standing in the sockets of its leaves, while the
sun seems as if it would actually burn one. Yet we
have a breeze ; and, under these fine shady Walnuts
and Locusts and Oaks, and on the fine grass beneath,
it is very pleasant. Woodcocks begin to come very
thick about. _

27. Fine broiler again. Some friends from England
here to-day. We spent a pleasant day; drank success
to the Debt, and destruction to the Boroughmongers, in

allons of milk and water.—Not more flies than in
ngland.

28. Very, very hot. The Thermometer 85 degrees
in the shade; but « breeze. Never slept better in all
my life. No covering. A sheet under me, and a straw
bed. And then, so happy to have no clothes to put on
but shoes and trowsers! My window looks to the East.
The moment the Aurora appears, I am in the Orchard.
[t is impossible for any human being to lead a pleasanter
life than this. How I pity those, who are compelled to
endure the stench of cities; but, for those who remain
there without being compelled, I have no pity.

29. Still the same degree of heat. 1 measured a
water-melon runner, which grew eighteen inches in the
Iast 48 hours. The dews now are equal to showers ; [
frequently, in the morning, wash hands and face, teet
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and legs, in the dew on the high grass, The Indian
Corn shoots up now so beautifully !

30. Still melting hot, |

31, Same weather,

Arvgusr.

1. Same weather. I take off two shirts a day
wringing wet, I have a clothes-horse to hang them on
to dry. Drink about 20 good tumblers of milk and
water every day. No ailments. Head always clear.
(o to bed by day-licht very often. * Just after the hens
go to roost, and rise again with them.

2. Hotter and hotter, I think; but, in this weather
we always have our friendly breeze.— Not a single mus-
quito yet.

3. Cloudy and a little shattering of rain; .but not
enough to lay the dust. *

4. Fine hot day.

5. A very little rain. Dried up in a minute, Planted
cabbages with dust running into the holes.

6. Iine hot day.

7. Appearances - forebode rain.—I have ohserved
that, when rain is approaching, the stones (which are
the rock stone of the country), with which a piazza
adjoining the house is paved, get wet. This wet appears,
at first, at the top of each round stone, and, then, by
degrees, goes all over it. Rain is sureto follow. It has
never missed; and, which is very curious, the rain
lasts exactly as long as the stones take to get all over
wet before it comes! The stones dry again before the
rain ceases. However, this foreknowledge of rain is of
little use here; for, when it comes, it is sure to be soon
gone; and to be succeeded by a sun, which restores all
to rights.

7. I wondered, at first, why I never saw any baro-
meters in people’s houses, as almost every farmer has
them in England. But, I soon found, that they would
be, it perfectly true, of no use. Early pears ripe.

8. Fine rain. It comes pouring down.

9. Rain still, which has now lasted 60 hours.—Killed
a lamb, and, in order to keep it fresh, sunk it down inta
the well,—The wind makes the Indian corn bend, |
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10. Fine clear hot day. The grass, which was
brown the day before yesterday, is already beautifully
green. In one place, where there appeared no signs
of vegetation, the grass is two inches high.

11. Heavy rains at night.

12 & 13. Hot and close.

14. Hot and close. No breezes these three days.

15. Very hot indeed. 80 degrees in a North aspect
at 9in the evening. T%ree wet shirts to-day. Obliged
to put on a dry shirt zo go fo bed in. '

16. Very hot indeed. 85 degrees; the thermometer
hanging under the Locust-trees and swinging about with
the breeze. The dews are new like heavy showers,

17. Fine hot day. Very hot. I fight the Bo-
rough-villains, stripped to my shirt, and with nothing
on besides, but shoes and trowsers. Never ill; no
head-aches; no muddled brains. The milk and water
is a great cause of this. I live on salads, other garden
vegetables, apple-puddings and pies, butter, cheese,
(very good from Rhode Island) eggs, and bacon. Re-
solvedg to have no more fresh meat, ’till cooler weather
comes. Those who have a mind to swallow, or be
swallowed by, flies, may eat fresh meat for me.

18. Fine and hot.

19. Very hot,

20. Very hot; but a breeze every day and night.
Buckwheat, sown 23rd July, 9 inches high, and, poor
as the ground was, looks very well.

21 & 22. Fine hot days. :

23. Fine hot day. 1 have mow got an English
woman-servant, and she makes us famous apple-pud-
dings. She says she has never read Peter }fj'ingar’a
account of the dialogue hetween the King and the Cot-
tage-woman ; and yet she knows very well how to get
the apples within side of the paste. N.B. No man
ought to come here, whose wife and daughters eannot
make puddings and pies.

24, 25, & 26. Fine hot days.

27. Finehotday. Have not seen a cloud formany days.

28. Windy and rather coldish. Put on cotton stock-
ings and a waistcoat with sleeves, Do not like this
weather.
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29. Same weather, Do not like it,

30. Fine and hot again. Give a great many apples
to hogs. Got some hazle-nuts in the wild grounds.
Larger than the English: and much about the same taste,

31. Fine hot day. Prodigious dews. :

SEPTEMBER.

1 & 2. Fine and hot. ;

3. Famously hot. Fine breezes. Began imitating
the Disciples, at least in their diet; for, to-day, we be-

an * plucking the ears of corn” in a patch planted in

e garden on the second of June. But, we, in imitation
of Pindar’s pilgrim, take the liberty to beil our Corn,
We shall not starve now.

4, Fine and hot. 83 degrees under the Locust-trees,

5. Very hot indeed, but fair, with our old breeze.

6, 7, & 8. Same weather.

9. Rather hotter. We, amongst seven of us, eat
about 25 ears of Corn a-day. With me it wholly sup-
plies the place of bread. 1t is the choicest gift of God
to man, in the way of food. I remember, that Arrrnur
Youxc observes, that the proof of @ good elimate is, that
Indian Corn comes to perfection in it. Our Corn is
very fine. I believe, that a wine-glass full of milk
might be squeezed out of one ear, No wonder the Dis-
ciples were tempted to ‘pluck it when they were hun-
gry, though it was on the Sabbath day!

10. Appearances for rain; and, it is time; for my
neighbours begin to cry out, and our rain-water cistern
begins to Eh!‘ielﬁi. The well is there, to be sure; but, to
pull up water from 70 feet is no joke,” while it requires
nearly as much sweat to get it up, as we get water,

11. Norain; but cloudy. 83 degrees in the shade.

12. Rain and very hot in the morning. Thunder
and heavy rain at night.

13. Cloudy and cool. Only 55 degrees in shade.

14. Cloudy and cool.

15. Fair and cool. Made a fire to write by. Don’t
like this weather,

16. Rain, warm. '

17. Beautiful day. Not very hot. Just like a fine
day in July in England after a rain,
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18. Same weather, Wear stockings now and a
waistcoat and neck-handkerchief.

19. Same weather. Finished our Indian Corn,
which, on less than 4 rods, or perches, of ground, pro-
duced 447 ears. It was singularly well cultivated. It
was the long yellow Corn. Seed given me by my
excellent neighbour, Mr. John Tredwell,

20, 21, & 22. Same weather.

23. Cloudy and hotter.

924 Fine rain all last night and until ten o’clock
to-day.

~25. Beautiful day.

26. Same weather. 70 degrees in shade. Hot as
the hot days in August in England.

27. Rain all last night,

28. Very fine and warm. Left off the stockings
again.

29, Very fine, 70 degrees in shade.

30. Same weather.

OcTORER.

1. Same weather. Fresh meat keeps pretty well
now.

2. Very fine; but, there was a little 1}3-&31 this morn-
ing, which did not, however, affect the late-sown Kid-
ney Beans, which are as tender as the cucumber plant.

3. Cloudy and warm. ,

4. Very fine and warm, 70 degrees in shade. The
apples are very fine. We are now cutting them and
quinces, to dry for winter use. My neighbours give me
quinces. We are also cutting up and drying peeches.
i 5. Very fine and warm. Dwart Kidney beans very

ne.

6. Very fine and warm. Cutting Buclkwheat,

7. Very fine and warm. 65 degrees in shade at 7
o’clock this morning. Windy in the afternoon., The
wind is knocking down the fall-pipins for us. One
picked up to-day weighed 121 ounces avoirdupois
weight. The average weight is about 9 ounces, or,

erhaps, 10 ounces. This is the finest of all apples.
Tardly any core. Some none at all. 'The richness of
the pine-apple without the roughness, If the King
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could have seen one of these in a dumpling! This is not
the Newtown Pippin, which is sent to Englandin such
quantities. Thatis a winter apple. Very fine at Christ-
mas; but far inferior to this fall-pippin, taking them both
i their state of perfection. 1t is useless to send the
trees to England, unless the heat of the sun and the rains
and the dews could be sent along with the trees,

8. Very fine, 68 in shade,

9. Same weather,

10. Same weather, 59 degrees in shade. A little
white frost this morning. = It just touched the tips of the
kidney bean leaves ; but, not those of the cucumbers or
melons, which are near fences.

11. Beautitul day. 61 degreesin shade. Have not
put on a coat yet. Wear thin stockings, or socks,
waistcoat with sﬁeeves, and neckeloth. In New York
market, Kidney Beans and Green peas.

12. Beautiful day. 70 degrees in shade.

13. Same weather.

14. Rain. 50 degrees inshade. Like a fine, warm,
June rain in England. |

15. Beautiful day. 56 degrees in shade. Here isa
montle of October!

16. Same weather. 51 degrees in shade,

17. Same weather, but a little warmer in the day. A
smart frost this morning. The kidney beans, cucumber
and melon-plants, pretty much cut by it.

18. A little rain in the night. A most beautiful day.
54 degrees in shade. A June day for England.

19. A very white frost this morning.  Kidney beans,
cucumbers, melons, all demolished; but a beautiful
day. 56 degrees in shade,

20. Another frost, and just such another day. Thresh-
ing Buclkwheat in field.

21. Nofrost. 58 degrees in shade.

22, Finest of English June days. 67 degrees in
shade.

23. Beautiful day. 70 degrees in shade. Very few
summers in England that have a day hotter than this,
It is this fine sun that makes the fine apples.

24. Same weather precisely. Finished Buckwheat

- threshing and winnowing. The men have been away
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at a horse-race ; so that it has laid out in the field, partly
threshed and partly inot, for five days. If rain had
come, it wnuld]i-ave been of no consequence. All would
have been dry again directly afterwards. What a
stew a man would be in, in England, if he had his
Eain lying about out of doors in this way! The cost of

reshing and winnowing 60 bushels was 7 dollars,
1L 11s. 6d. English money, that is to say, 4s. a quarter,
or eight Winchester bushels. But, then, the carting -
was next to nothing. Therefore, though the labourers
had a dollar a-day cach, the expense upon the whole,
was not so great as it would have been in England. So
much does the climate do!

25. Rain. A warm rain, like a fine June rain in
England. 57 degrees in shade. The late frosis have
killed, or, at least, pinched the leaves of the trees; and
they are now red, yellow, russet, brown, or of a dying
green, Never was any thing so beautiful as the bright
sun, shining through these fine lofty trees upon the gay
wverdure beneath.. -~ .

26. Rain. Warm. 58 degrees in shade. This is
the general fadian Corn harvest. -

27. Rain. Warm. 58 degrees in shade. Put on
coat, black hat and black shoes.

28. Fine day. 56 degrees in shade. Pulled up a
‘Radish that weighed 12 pounds! [ say #welve, and
measured 2 feet 5 inches round. From common Eng-
lish seed. AL v :

29. Very fine indeed. ©

30. Very fine and warm.

81. Very fine. 54 degrees in shade, Gathered our
last ot of winter apples.

NOVEMBER.

1. Rain all the last night and all this day. q

2. Rainstill, 54 degrees in shade. 'Warm, Things
grow well. The grass very fine and luxuriant,

3. Very fine indeed. 56 in shade, 'Were it not for
the colour of the leaves of the trees, all would look like
June in England. :

4. Very, very fine, Never saw such pleasant wea-
ther.  Digging potatoes,
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5. Same weather precisely.
6. A little cloud ,]:Jllt warm.
7. Most beautiful weather! 63 degrees in shade.
- N.B. This is November.
8. A littie cloudy at night fall. 68 degrees in shade;
that is to say, English Summer heat all but 7 degrees.

9 & 10. Very fine.

11, Very fine. When I got up this morning, 1
found the thermometer hanging on the Locust-trees,
dripping with dew, at 62 degrees. Left off my coat
again. :

912, Same weather. 69 degrees in shade.

13. Beautiful day, but cooler.
- 14. Same weather. 50 degrees in shade. The
 high-ways and paths as clean as a boarded floor; that
is to say, from diré or mud,

15. Gentle rain. 53 inshade. Like a gentle rain in
May in England. 1A

16. Gentle rain. Warm, 56 in shade. What a
November for an Englishman to see! My white tur-
nips have grown almost the whole of their growth in this
month. The Swedish, planted late, grow surprisingly
now, and have a luxuriancy of appearance exceeding
any thing of the kind I ever saw. e have fine loaved
letiuces; endive, young onions, young radishes, cauli-
AMlowers, with heads five inches over, The rye-fields
- erow beautifully. They have been food for cattle for a
‘month, or six weeks, past.

17. Cloudy. Warm.

18. Same weather. 55 degrees in shade.

19. Frost, and the ground pretty hard.

20. Veryfine indeed. Warm. 55 degrees in shade.

21. Same weather,

22. Cold, damp air, and cloudy.

23. Smart frost at night. _

24, 25, 26, & 27. Same. Warm in the day-
time.

28 & 29. Same; but more warm in the day.

30. Fine warm and beautiful day; no frost at night.
57 degrees in shade, ,

[
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DEecEMBER.

1. Same weather precisely; but, we begin to fear
the setting-in of winter, and I am very busy in covering
up cabbages, mangel wurzel, turnips, beets, carrots,
parsnips, parsley, &c. the mode of doing which (not less
useful in England than here, though not so indis-
pensably necessary) shall be described when I come to
speak of the management of these several plants.

2. Fine warm rain. 56 in shade.

3,4,5,6,7, &8. Very fair and pleasant, but frost
sufficiently hard to put a stop to our getting up and
stacking turnips. Still, however, the cattle and shee
do pretty well upon the grass which is long and dead.
Fatting oxen we feed with the greens of Ruta Baga, with
some corn (Indian, mind) tossed down to them in the
ear. Sheep (ewes that had lambs in spring) we kill
very fat from the grass. No dirt. What a clean and
convenient soil!

9. Thaw. No rain. We get on with our work again.

10. Open mild weather,

11. Same weather. Very pleasant.

12. Rain began last night.

13. Rain all day.

- 14, Rain all day. The old Indian remark is, that
the winter does not set in till the ponds be full. It is
coming, then. : '

15. Raintill 2 o’clock. 'We kill mutton now. Ewes
brought from Comnecticut, and sold to me here at 2
dollars each in July, just after shearing. 1 sell them
now alive at 3 dollars each from the grass. Killed and
sent to market; they leave me the loose fat for candles,
and fetch about 3 dollars and a quarter besides,

16. Sharp North West wind. This is the cold Ame-
rican Wind. *“A North Wester” means all that can be
imagined of clear in summer and cold in winter. 1
remember hearing from that venerable and excellent
man, Mr. Biron Maseres, a very elegant eunlogium
on the Summer North Wester, in England,  This is the
only public servant that I ever heard of, who refused a
proffered auvgmentation of salary!
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17. A hardish frost.

18. Open weather again.

: lll'EJ. Fine mild day; but began freezing at night-
all.

20. Hard frost.

2]1. Very sharp indeed. Thermometer down to 10
degrees; that is to say, 22 degrees colder than barely
- freezing.

22. Same weather. Makes us run, where we used
to walk in the fall, and to saunter in the summer. 1t is
no new thing to me ; but it makes our other English peo-
ple shrug up their shoulders.

23. Frost greatly abated. Stonesshow for wet.
It will come, in spite of all the fine serene sky, which
We now see.

24. A thaw. Servants made a lot of candles from

mutton and beef fat, reserving the coarser parts to make
soap.
2}:’5. Rain. Had some English friends. Sirloin of
own beef. Spent the evening in light of own candles,
as handsome as I ever saw, and, I think, the very best
I ever saw, The reason is, that the tallow is fresk, and
that it is unmixed with grease, which, and staleness, is
the cause, I believe, of candles running, and plaguing
us while we are using them. What an injury is it to
the farmers in England, that they dare not, in'this way,
use their own prﬂ(?uce . Is it not a mockery to call a man
free, who no more dares turn out his tallow into can-
dles for his own use, than he dares rob upon the high-
way? Yet, it is only by means of tyranny and extor-
tion like this, that the hellish system of Funding and of
Seat-selling can be upheld. :

26. Fine warm day. 52 degreesin shade.

27. Cold, but little frost.

28. Same weather. Fair and pleasant. The late
sharp frost has changed to a complete yellow every leaf
of some Swedish Turnips (Ruta Baga), left to take
their chance. Itis a poor chance, I believe!

29. Same weather,

30. Rain all day.

31. Mild and clear, No frost.
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1818. Janvarvy.

1 & 2. Same weather.

3. Heavy rain.

4. A frost that makes us jump and skip about like
larks. Very seasonable for a sluggish fellow. -
pared for winter. Patched up a %Juarded building,
which was formerly a eoach-house; but, which is not so
necessary to me, in that capacity, as in that of a fowl-
house. 'The neighbours tell me, that the poultry will
roost out on the trees all the winter, which, the weather
being so dry in winter, is very likely ; and, indeed, they
must, if they have no house, which is almost universally
the case. However, I mean to give the poor things @
choice. 1 have lined the said coach-house with corn-
stalks and leaves of trees, and have tacked up cedar-
boughs 1o hold the lining to the boards, and have laid
a bed of leaves a foot thick all over the floor. 1 have
secured all against dogs, and have made ladders for the
fowls to go in at holes six feet from the ground. I have
made pig-styes, lined round with cedar-boughs and well
covered. sheep-yard, for a score of ewes to have
lambs in spring, surrounded with a hedge of cedar-
boughs, and with a shed for the ewes to lie under, if the
like. The oxen and cows are tied up in a stall. The
dogs have a place, well covered, and lined with corn-
stalks and leaves. And now, I can, without anxiety,
sit by the fire, or lie in bed, and hear the North-Wester
whistle,

-5. Frost. Like what we call “ @ hard frost” in
England. -
6. Such another frost at night, but a thaw in the

middle of the day.

7. Little frost. Fine warm day. The sun seems
loth fo quit us. 40

8. Same weather, - i

9. A harder frost, and snow at night. The fowls,
which have been peeping at my ladders for two or three
evenings, and partially roosting in their house, made their
general entry this evening! = They are the best judges
of what is best for them, The turkeys boldly set the
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weather at defiance, and still roost on the top, the ridge,

of the roof, of the house, Their feathers prevent their

legs from being frozen, and so it is with all poultry ;
ut, still, a house must, one would think, be better than
e open air at this season.

10. Snow, but sloqpy. I am now at New York on
my way to Pennsylvania. N.B. This journey into
Pennsylvania had, %'11- its principal objeet, an appeal to
the justice of the Legislature of that state for redress for
great loss and injury sustained by me, nearly twenty

ears ago, in consequence of the .tyranny of one
‘Kean, who was then the Chief Justice of that State,
The appeal has not yet been successful ; but, as I con-
fidently expect, that it finally will, I shall not, at pre-
sent, say any thing more on the subject. My journey
was productive of much and various observation, and, T
trust, of useful knowledge. But, in this place, 1 shall
do little more than give an account of the weather ; re-
serving for the Seconp Parr, accounts of prices of
land, &c. which will there come under their proper

11. Frost but not hard. Now at New York.

12. Very sharp frost. Set off for Philadelphia.
Broke down on the road in New Jersey.

13. Very hard frost stil. Found the Delaware,
which divides New Jersey from Pennsylvania, frozen
over. Good roads now. Arrived at Philadelphia in
the evening.

14. Same whether,

15, Same weather. The question eagerly put to me
by every one in Philadelphia is, “ Don’t you think the
“ city greatly improved?” They seem to me to con-
found augmentation with improvement. It always was
a fine city, since I first knew it; and it is very greatly
augmented. It has, I believe, nearly doubled its ex-
tent and number of houses since the year 1799. Bat,
after being, for so long a time, familiar with London,
every other place appears little. After living within a
few hundreds of vards of Westminster-Hall and the
Abbey Church and the Bridge, and looking from my
own windows into St, James’s Park, all other buildings

 and spots appes: mean and msignificant, I went to
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day to see the house I formerly occupied. How small!
It is always thus: the words large and small are car-
ried about with us in our minds, and we forget real
dimensions. 'The idea, such as it was received, remains
during our abseuce from the object. When I returned
to England, in 1800, after an absence from the country
parts of it, of sixteen years, the trees, the hedges, even
the parks and woods, seemed so small! It made me
laugh to hear little gutters, that I could jump over,
called Rivers! The Thames was but a * Creek!”
But, when, in about a month after my arrival in London,
1 went to Farnham, the place of my birth, what was my
surprise! Every thing was become so pitifully small! I
had to cross, in my post-chaise, the long and dreary heath
of Bagshot. Then, at the end of'it, to mount a hill, called
Hungry Hill; and from that hill I knew that 1 should
look down into the beautiful and fertile vale of Farn-
ham. My heart fluttered with impatience, mixed with
a sort of fear, to see all the %cenes of my childhood ;
for I had learnt before, the death of my father and
mother. . There is a hill, not far from the town, called
Crooksbury Iill, which rises up out of a fiat, in the
form of a cone, and is planted with Scotch fir-irees.
Here I used to take the eggs and young ones of crows
and magpies. This hill was a famous object in the
neighbourhood. 1t served as the superlative degree of
height.  *“ As high as Crooksbwry Hill” meant, with us,

the utmost degree of height. Therefore, the first object

that my eyes sought was this hill. I could not belicve

my eyes! Liter:ﬁly speaking, I for a moment, thought

the tamcus hill removed, and a litile heap put in its
stead ; for I had seen in New Brunswick, a single rock,
or hill of solid rock, ten times as big, and four or five
times as high! The post-boy, going down hill, and not
a bad road, whisked me, in a few minutes to the Bush
Inn, from the garden of which I could see the prodi-
gious sand hill, where I had begunmy gardening works.
What a nothing! But now came rushing into m

mind, all at once, my pretty little garden, my little blue
smock-frock, my little nailed shoes, my pretty Sigeons
~ that I used to feed out of my hands, the last kind words

and tears of my gentle and tender-hearted and affec~

!
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tionate mother! I hastened back mto the room. IfT had
looked a moment longer, I should have dropped. When
I came to reflect, what a change! 1 looked down at
my dress. What a change! What scenes T had gone
through! How altered my state! I had dined the day
before at a Secretary of State’s in company with Mr.
Pitt, and had been waited upon by men in gaudy live-
ries! I had had nobody to assist me in the world.
No teachers of any sort. Nobody to shelter me from
‘the consequence of bad, and no one to counsel me to
good, behaviour. I felt proud. The distinctions of
rank, birth, and wealth, all became nothing inmy eyes;
and from that moment (less than a month after my
arrival in England) 1 resolved never to bend before
them.

16. Same weather. Went to see my old Quaker-
friends at Bustleton, and particularly my beloved friend
Janes Paur, who is very ill.

17. Returned to Philadelphia. Liitle frost and a
little snow, '

18, 19, 20 & 21. Moderate frost. Fine clear sky.
The Philadelphians are cleanly, a quality which they
owe chiefly to the Quakers. But, after being long and
recently familiar with the towns in Surrey and Hamp-
shire, and especially with Guildford, Alton, and South-
ampton, no other towns appear clean and neat, not even
Bath or Salisbury, which last is much about upon a par,
in point of cleanliness, with Philadelphia; and, Salis-
bury is deemed a very cleanly place. Blandford and
Dorchester are clean; but, I have never yet seen an
thing like the towns in Surrey and Hampshire. 1f a
Frenchman, born and bred, could be taken up and car-
ried blindfold to Guildford, I wonder what his sensations
would be, when he came to have the use of his sight!
Every thing near Guildford seems to have received an
influence from the town. Hedges, gates, stiles, gar-
dens, houses inside and out, and the dresses of the peo-
ple. The market day at Guildford is a perfect show of
cleanliness. Not even a carter without a clean smock-

- frock and closely-shaven and clean-washed face. Well
may Mr. Birkbeck, who came from this very spot, think
the people dirty in the wes(tjem country ! I’ﬁ engage

%
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he finds more dirt upon the necks and faces of one
family of his present neighbours, than he left behind
him upon the skins'of all the people in the three parishes
of Guildford. However, he would not have found this
to be the case in Pennsylvania, and especially in those
parts where the Quakers abound; and, I am told, that,
in the New England States, the people are as cleanly
and as neat as they are in England. The sweetest
flowers, when they become putrid, stink the most; and,
a nasty woman is the nastiest thing in nature.

292. Hard frost. My business in Pennsylvania is with
the legislature. It is sitting at Harrisburgh. Set off
tn-dayul:iy stage. Vine country; fine barns; fine farms,
Must speak particularly of these in another place. Got
to Lancaster. The largest inland town _in the United
States. A very clean and good town. Nd beggarly
houses. All looks like ease and plenty.

23. Harder frost, but not very severe. Almost as
cold as the weather was during the six weeks’ conti-
nuance of the snow, in 1814, in England.

24, The same weather continues.

25. A sort of half thaw. Sun warm. Harriseurcw
is a new town, close on the left bank of the river Sus-
Quenax~NAH, which is not frozen over, but has large quan-
tities of ice floating on its waters. All vegetation, and all
appearance of green, gone away.

926. Mild weather. Hardly any frost.

27. Thaws. Warm., Tired to death of the favern
at Harrissurcn, though a very good one. The cloth
spread three timesaday. Fish, fowl, meat, cakes, eggs,
sausages; all sorts of things in abundance. Board,
lodging, civil but not servile wailing on, beer; tea,
coffee, chocolate. Price, a dollar and a quarter a day.
Here we meet altogether: senators, judges, lawyers,
tradesmen, farmers, and all. I am weary of the ever-
lasting loads of meat. Weary of being idle. How few
such days have I spentin my whole life !

28. Thaw and rain. My business not coming on, I
went to a country tavern, hoping there to get a room to
‘myself, in which to read my English papers, and sit
down to writing. I am now at M Allister’s tavern, si-
tuated at the foot of the first ridge of mountains; or
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rather, upon a little nook of land, close to the river,
where the river has found a way through a break in the
chain of mountains. Great enjoyment here. Sit and
read and write. My mind is again in England. Mrs.
M‘Avriister just suits me. Does not pester me with
questions. Does not cram me with meat, Lets me eat
and drink what I like, and when I like, and gives mugs
of nice milk. I find, here, a ve% able and in-
structive occasional companion, in Mr. M‘ArvLister the
elder. But, of the various useful information, that I
received from him, I must speak in the Sgconp Pagrt
of this work.

29. Very hard frost this morning. Change very
sudden, All about the house a glare of ice.

30. Not so hard. [Ieicles on the trees on the neigh-
bouring mountains like so many millions of sparkling
stones, when the sun shines, which is all the day.

31. Same weather. Two farmers of Lycoming county
had heard that William Cobbett was here. They mo-
destly introduced themselves. What a contrast with
the * yeomanry cavalry!”

FEBRUARY.

1 & 2. Same weather. About the same as a * hard
Sfrost” in England.

3. Snow.

4. Little snow. Not much frost. This day, thirty-
three years ago, I enlisted as a soldier, I always keep
the day in recollection.

5. Having been to Harrisburgh on the second, re-
turned to M‘Allister’s to-day in a sleigh. The River
begins to be frozen over. It is about a mile wide.

6. Little snow again, and hardish frost.

* 7. Now and then alittle snow.—Talk with some hop-
growers.  Prodigious crops in this neighbourhood ; but,
of them in the Secoxp Parr. What would a Farnham
man think of thirty hundred weight of hops upon four
leundred hills, ploughed between, and the ground vines
fed off by sheep! 'This is a very curious and interest-
ing mafter.

8. Areal Frost,

C2
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9. Sharper. They say, that the thermometer is down
to 10 degrees below nought. 11 i
10. A little milder; but very cold indeed. The River
completely frozen over, and sleighs and foot passengers

crossing in all directions.

11. Went back again to Harrisburgh. Mild frost.
12. Not being ab%e to bear the idea of dancing at-
tendance, came to Lancaster, in order to see more of
this pretty town. A very fine Tavern (Slaymaker’s) ;
yoom to myself; excellent accommodations. Warm
fires. Good and clean beds. Civil but not servile,
landlord. The eating still more overdone than at Har-
risburgh. Never saw such profusion. 1 have made a
bargain with the landlord: he is to give me a dish of
chocolate a day, instead of dinner. Frost, but mild.

13. Rain.—A real rain, but rather cold.
14. A complete day of rain.

15, A hard frost; much about like a hard frost in the
naked parts of Wiltshire—Mr. HurLye joined me on
his way to Philadelphia from the city of Washington.

16. A hard frost.—Lancaster is a pretty place. No
fine buildings; but no mean ones. Nothing splendid
and nothing beggarly. The people of this town seem to
have had the prayer of Hacar granted them: “ Give
me, O Lord, neither poverty nor riches.” Here are
none of those poor, wreiched habitations, which sicken
the sight at the out-skirts of cities and towns in England ;
those abodes of the poor creatures, who have been
reduced to beggary by the cruel extortions of the rich
and powerful. And, this remark applies to all the towns
of America that 1 have ever seen. This is a fine
of America. Big Barns, and modest dwelling houses.
Barns of stone, a hundred feet long and forty wide, with
two floors, and raised roads to go into them, so that the
waﬁnns go into the first floor up-stairs. Below are
stables, stalls, pens, and all sorts of conveniences. Up-
stairs are rooms for threshed corn.and grain ; for tackle,
for meal, for all sorts of things. Inthe front (South) of
the barn is the cattle yard. These are very fine build-
ings. And, then, all about them looks so comfortable,
and gives such manifest proofs of ease, plenty, and hap=-
piness! Such is the country of WiLriam PExy’s set
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tling ! It is a curious thing to observe the farm-houses
in this country. They consist, almost without excep-
tion, of a considerably large and a very neat house,
with sash windows, and of a small house, which seems
to have been tacked on to the large one ; and, the pro-
-portion they bear to each other, in point of dimensions,
18, as nearly as possible, the proportion of size between
a Cow and her Calf, the latter a month old. But, as
to the cause, the process has been the opposite of this
instance of the works of nature, for, it is the large house
which has grown out of the small one. The father, or
grandfather, while he was toiling for his children, lived
in the small house, constructed chiefly by himself, and
consisting of rude materials. The means, accumulated
in the small house, enabled a son to rear the large one ;
and, though, when pride enters the door, the small house
is sometimes demolished, few sons in America have the
folly or want of feeling to-commit such acts of filial ingra-
titude, and of real self-abasement. For, what inheri-
tance so valuable and so honourable can a son enjoy as
the proofs of his father’s industry and virtne? The
progress of wealth and ease and enjoyment, evineed by
this regular increase of the size of the farmer’s dwell- .
ings, is a spectacle, at once pleasing, in a very high
degree, initself, and, in the same degree, it speaks the
praise of the system of government, under which it has
taken place. What a contrast with the farm-houses in
England ! There the little farm-houses are falling into
ruins, or, are actually become cattle-sheds, or, at best,
cottages, as they are called, to contain a miserable
labourer, who ought te have been a farmer, as his
andfather was. Five or six farms are there now
evelled into one, in defiance of the law ; for, there is a
law to prevent it. 'The dfarmm', has, indeed, a fine
house ; but, what a life do his labourers lead! The
cause of this sad change is to be found in the crushing
taxes ; and the cause of them,in the Borough usurpation,
which has robbed the people of their best right, and,
indeed, without which right they can enjoy no other.
They talk of the augmented population of England;
and, when it suits the purlposes of the tyrants, they boast
of this faet, as they are pleased to call it, as a proof of

-
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the fostering nature of their government; though, just
now, they are preaching up the vile and foolish doctrine
of Parson Marraus, who thinks, that there are oo
many people, and that they ought (those who labour,
at least) to be restrained from breeding so fast. But,
as to the fact, I do not believeit, There canbe nothing in
the shape of proof’; for no actual enumeration was ever
taken IJ'Ii’l the year 1800. We know well, that London,
Manchester, Birmingham, Bath, Portsmouth, Plymouth,
and all Lancashire and Yorkshire, and some other
counties, have got a vast increase of miserable be-
ings huddled together. But, look at Devonshire, So-
mersetshire, Dorsetshire, Wiltshire, Hampshire, and
other counties. You will there see hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of land, where the old marks of the plough
are visible, but which have not been cultivated for, per-
haps, half a century. You will there see places, that
were once considerable towns.and villages, now having,
within their ancient limits, nothing but a few cottages,
the Parsonage and a single Farm-house. 1t is a curious
and a melancholy sight, where an. ancient church,
with its lofty spire or tower; the church sufficient to
contain a thousand or two or three thousand of people
conveniently, now stands surrounded by a score or half
a score of miserable mud-houses, with floors of earth,
and covered with thatch ; and this sight strikes your eye
in all parts of the five Western counties of England.
- Surely these churches were not built without the ex-
istence of a population somewhat proportionate to their
size! Certainly not; for the churches are of various
sizes, and, we sometimes see them very small indeed.
Let any man look at the sides of the hills in these coun-
ties, and also in Hampshire, where downs, or open
lands, prevail. He will there see, not only that those
hills were formerly cultivated ; but, that banks, from
distance to distance, were made by the spade, in order
to form little flats for the plough to go, without tumbling
the earth down the hilf; so that the side of a hill
looks, in some sort, like the steps of @ stairs. 'Was this
done without hands, and without mouths to consume
the grain raised on the sides of these hills? The Fund-
ing and Manufacturing and Commercial and Taxing



Chap. 1.] JourNAL~FEBRUARY. 31

System has, by drawing wealth into great masses, drawn
men also into great masses. London, the manufactur-
:ﬁ places, Bath, and other places of dissipation, have,
indeed, wonderfully increased in }anulatiﬂn. Country
seats, Parks, Pleasure-gardens, have, in like degree,
increased in number and extent.  And, in just the same
.Enpurtiun has bheen the increase of Poor-houses, Mad-
houses, and Jails, But, the people of England, such as
Forrrscur described them, have been swept away by
the ruthless hand of the Aristocracy, who, making their
approaches by slow degrees, have, at last, got into their
sp the substance of the whole country,

17. Frost, not very hard, Went back to Harris-
burgh.

18. Same weather. Very fine. Warm in the mid-
dle of the day. '

19. Same weather.—Quitted Harrisburgh, very much
displeased; but, on this subject, I shall, if’ possible,
keep silence, till next year, and until the People of
Pennsylvania have had time te reflect; to clea?y un-
derstand my affair; and when they do understand it, 1
am not at all afraid of receiving justice at their hands,
whether 1 am present or absent. -Slept at Lancaster.
One night more in this very excellent Tavern.

20. Frost still. Arrived at Philadelphia along with
my friend Huwwe. They are roasting an ov on the
Delaware, The fooleries of England are copied here,
and every where in this country, with wondertul avi-
dity; andy, 1 wish I could say, that some of the vices
of our ** higher orders,” as they have the impudence to
call themselves, were not also imitated. However, 1
look principally at the mass of farmers; the sensible
and ha Py farmers of America.

21. ghaw and Rain.—The severe weather is over
for this year,

22. Thaw and Rain, A solid day of rain.

23. Little frost at night. I'ine market. Fine meat
of all sorts. As fat mutton as I ever saw. How mis-
taken Mr. Birkbeck is about American mutton!

24, Same weather. Very fair days now.

25, Went to Bustleton with my old friend, Mr, John

Morgan,
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26. Returned to Philadelphia. Roads very dirty
and heavy. :

27. Complete thaw ; but it will be long before the
frost be out of the ground. .

28. Same weather. Very warm. 1 hate this wea-
ther. Hot upon my back, and melting ice under my
feet. The people (those who have %een lazy) are
chopping away with axes the ice, which has grown out
of the snows and rains, before their doors, during the
winter., The hogs (best of scavengers) are very busy
in the streets seeking out the bones and bits of meat,
which have been flung out and frozen down amidst
water and snow, during the two foregoing months. [
‘mean including the presentmonth, At New York (and,
I think, at Philadelphia also) they have corporation
laws to prevent hogs from being in the streets. For
what reason, I know not, except putrid meat be plea~
sant to the smell of the inhabitants, But, Corporations
are seldom the wisest of lawmakers. It is argued, that,
if there were no hogs in the streets, people would not
throw out their orts of flesh and vegetables. Indeed !
What would they do with those orts, then? Make their
hired servants eat them? The very proposition would
leave them to cook and wash for themselves. Where,
then, are they to fling these effects of superabundance ?
Just before ]}' left New York for Philadelphia, I saw a
sow very comfortably dining upon a full quarter part of
what ap¥eared to have been a fine leg tf mutton. How
many a family in England would, if within reach, have
se€ized this meat from the sow! And, are the tyrants,
who have brought my industrious countrymen to that
- horrid state of misery, never to be called to account?
Are they always to carry it as they now do? Every
object almost, that strikes my view, sends my mind
and heart back to England. In viewing the ease and
happiness of this people, the contrast fills my soul with
indignation, and makes it more and more the object of
my life to assist in 'the destruction of the diabolical
usurpation, which has trampled on king as well as
people,
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MarcH.

" 1. Rain. Dined with my old friend Severve, an
honest Norfolk man, who used to carry his milk about
the streets, when I first knew him, but, who is now a
man of considerable property, and, like a wise man,
lives in the same modest house where he formerly lived.
Excellent roast beef and plum pudding. At his house
I found an Englishman, and from Botley too! 1 had
been told of such a man being in Philadelphia, and
that the man said, that he had heard of me, * heard of
such a gentleman, but did not know much of him.” This
was odd! T was desirous of seeing this man. Mr. Se«
verNE got him to his house. His name is Vere. I
knew him the moment I saw him; and, 1 wondered
why it was that he kmew so little of me. 1 found, that
he wanted, work, and that he had been assisted by some
society in Philadelphia. He said he was lame and he
mightbe a little, perhaps. [ offered him work at once.
No: he wanted to have the care of a farm! * Go,”
said I, ¢ for shame, and ask some farmers for work.
% You will find it immediately, and with good wages.
“ What should the people in this country see in your
¢ face toinduce them to keep you inidleness? They did
¢ not send for you. You are a young man, and you come
“ from a country of able labourers. You may be rich
% if you will work. This gentleman who is now about to
¢ cram you with roast beef and plum pudding came to
¢ this city nearly as poor as you are ; and, Ifirst came
¢ to this country in no better plight. Work, and I
“ wish youwell ; be idle, and you ought tostarve.” He
told me, then, that he was a hoop-maker; and yet,
observe, he wanted to have the care of a farm.

N. B. If this book should ever reach the hands of
Mr. Ricuarp Hixxmax, my excellent good friend of
Chilling, I beg him to show this note to Mr. Nicuoras
Freemantre of Botley. He will know well all about
this Vere. Tell Mr. %‘HEEM&.NTLE, that the Spaniels
are beautiful, that Woodcocks breed here in abundance ;
and tell him, above all, that 1 frequently think of him
as a pattern of industry in business, of skill and Se:'-
severance and good humncur as a sportsman, and of

5]
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honesty and kindness as a neighbour. Indeed, I have
~ pleasure in thinking of all my Botley neighbours; ex-
cept the Parson, who for their sakes, I wish, however,
was my neighbour now ; for here he might pursue his
calling very quietly.

2. Open weather. 'Went to Bustleton, after havin
seen Messrs. Stevens and Pexorinn, and advise
them to forward to me affidavits of what they knew about
Ovriver, the spy of the Boroughmongers.

3. Frost in the morning. Thaw in the day.

4. Same weather in the night. Rain all gay.

5. Hard frost. Snow three inches deep.

6. Hard frost. About as cold as a hard frost in Ja-
nuary in England.

7. Same weather.

8. Thaw. Dry and fine.

9. Same weather, Took leave, I fear for ever, of
my old and kind friend, James Pavr. His brother and ~
son promised to come and see me here. I have pledged
myself to transplant 10 acres of Indian Corn; and, if
I write, in August, and say that it is good, Tromas
Paur has promised that he will come ; for, he thinks
that the scheme is a mad one. \ |

10. Same weather.—Mr. Varee, a son-in-law of
Mr. James Pavw, brought me yesterday to another son-
in-law’s, Mr. Ezrs Townsuexp at Bisery. Here I
am amﬂﬂ%ﬁt the thick of the Quakers, whose houses and
{amilies pleased me so much formerly, and which plea-
sure is all now revived. " Here all is -ease, plenty, and
cheerfulness. These people are never giggling, and
mever in low-spirits. Their minds, like their dress, are
- simple and strong. Their kindness is shown more in
acts than in words. Let others say what they will, I
have uniformly found those whom I have intimately
known of this sect, sincere and upright men ; and [
verily believe, that all these charges of hypocrisy and
!;ra{t, that we hear against Quakers, arise from a feel-
ing of envy ; envy inspired by seeing them possessed of
such abundance of all those things, which are the fair
fruits of care, indusiry, economy, sobriety and order,
and which are justly forbidden to the drunkard, the
glutton, the prodigal, and the lazy. As the day of my
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coming to Mr. Tow~nsnenn’s had been announced be-
forehand, several of the young men, who were babies
when I used to be there formerly, came to see “ Birry
Cosserr,” of whom they had heard and read so much.
When I saw them and heard them, * What a contrast,”’
said I to myself, ¢ with the senseless, gaudy, upstart,
~ % hectoring, insolent, and cruel Yeomanry Cavalry in
¢ England, who, while they grind their labourers into
“ the revolt of starvation, gallantly sally forth with their
“ sabres, to chop them down at the command of a Se-
“ cretary of State; and, who, the next moment, creep
¢« and fawn like spaniels before their Boroughmonger
¢« Landlords!” At Mr. Townsuexp's I saw a man, in
his service, lately from Yorxsuire, but an Irishman
by birth, He wished to have an opportunity to see me.
He had read many of my * little books.” I shook him

_by the hand, told him he had now got a good house over
his head and a kind employer, and advised him not to
move for one year,and to save his wages during that

. Year. ,

? 11. Same open weather.—I am now at Trenton, in
New Jersey, waiting for something to carry me on to-
wards New York.—Yesterday, Mr. TowxsmExp sent
me on, under an escort of @nakers, to Mr. Axtroxy
Tavror’s. He was formerly a merchant in Philadel-
phia, and now lives in his very pretty country-house, on
a very beautiful farm. He has some as fine and fat
oxen as we generally see at Smithfield market in Lon-
don. I think they will weigh sizty score each. Fine
farm vard, Every thing belonging to the farm good,
but what a neglectful gardener ! Saw some white thorns
here (brought from England) which, if I had wanted
any proof, would have clearly proved to me, that they
would, with less care, make as good hedges here as they
do at Farnham in Surrey. But in another Part, I
shall give full information uwpon this head. Here my es-

~ cort quitted me; but, luckily, Mr. Newsorp, who lives
about ten miles nearer Trenton than Mr. Taylor does,
brought me on to his house. He is a much better gar-
dener, or, rather, to speak the truth, has succeeded a
better, whose example he has followed in pari. But,
his farm yard and buildings ! This was a sight indeed !
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Forty head of horn-cattle in a yard, enclosed with a
stone wall ; and five hundred merino ewes, besides
young lambs, in the finest, most spacious, best contrived,
and most substantially built sheds I ever saw. The
barn surpassed all that I had seen before. - His house
(large, commodious, and handsome) stands about two
hundred yards from the turnpike road, leading from
Philadelphia to New York, and looks on and over the
Delaware which runs parallel with the road, and has,
surrounding it, and at the back of it, five hundred acres
of land, level as a lawn, and two feet deep in loam,
that never requires a water furrow. This was the finest
sight that I ever saw as to farm-buildings and land. L.
forgot to observe, that I saw in Mr. TayLOR’s service,
another man recently arrived from England. A York-
shire man, He, too, wished to see me. He had got
some of my ¢ little books,” which he had preserved,
and brought out with him. Mr. Tavror was much
}:leased with him, An active, smart man; and, if he

ollow my advice, to remain « year under one roof, and
save his wages, he will, in a few years, be a rich man.,
These men must be brutes indeed not to be sensible of
the great kindness and gentleness and liberality, with
which they are treated. Mr. Tavror came, this morn-
ing, to Mr. Newsowp’s, and brought me on to Trex-
Tox. I am atthe stage-tavern, where I have just dined
upon cold ham, cold veal, butter and cheese, and a
peach-pye ; nice clean room, well furnished, waiter
clean and attentive, plenty of milk ; and charge, a quar-
ter of a dollar! I thought, that Mrs. Josrix at Priuces-
town (as 1 went on to Philadelphia), Mrs. Bexren at
Harrisburgh, Mr. Spavmaxer at Lancaster, and Mrs.
M‘AvrLisTER, Were low enough in all conscience ; but,
really, this charge of Mrs. Axprrsoy beats all. I had
not the face to pay the waiter a quarter of a dollar ;
but gave him half a dollar, and told him to keep the
change. He is a black man. He thanked me. But,
they never ask for any thing. But, my vehicle is come,
and now I bid adien'to Trenton, which I should have
liked better, if I had not seen so many young fellows
lounging ahout the streets, and leaning against door-
posts, with quids of tobacco in their mouths, or segars



Chap 1.] JovrNaL ~Maircu. 37

stuck between their lips, and with dirty hands and
faces. Mr. Birkbeck’s complaint, on this score, is per-
fectly just, : :
- Brunswick, New Jersey. Here I am, after a ride
of about 30 miles, since two o’clock, in what is called
a Jersey-waggon, through such mud as I never saw
before.  Up to the stock of the wheel; and yet a pair
of very little horses have dragged us through it in the
space of five hours. The best horses and driver, and
e worst roads I ever set my eyes on.- This part of
Jersey is a sad spectacle, after leaving the brightest of
all the bright parts of Pennsylvania. My driver, who
is a tavern-keeper himself, would have been a very
~ pleasant companion, if he had not drunk so much spirits
on the road. 'This is the great misfortune of America !
As we were going up a hill very slowly, I could per-
ceive him looking very hard at my cheek for some time,
At last, he said: “ I am wondering, Sir, to see you
“ look sa Jresh and so young, considering what iuu
‘ have gone through in the world;” though I cannot
imagine how he had learnt who I was. ¢ I'll tell you,”
said I, “ how I have contrived the thing. I rise early,
“ go to bed early, eat sparingly, never drink any thinﬁ
“ stronger than small beer, shave once a day, and was
“ my hands and face clean three times a day, at the very
“least.” He said, that was foo much to think of doing.
12, Warm and fair. Like an English first of May
in point of warmth. I got to Elizabeth' Town Point
- through beds of mud. Twenty minutes too late for the
steam-hoat. Have to wait here at the tavern till to-
morrow. - Great mortification. Supped with a Con-
necticut farmer, who was tfaking on his daughter to
Little York in Pennsylvania. = The restof his family he
took on in the fall. He has migrated. His reasons
were these: he has five sons, the eldest 19 years of
age, and-several daughters. Comnecticut is thickl
settled. - He has not the means to buy farms for the
sons there. He, therefore, goes and gets cheap land
in Pennsylvania ; his sons will assist him to elear it:
and, thus, they will have a farm each. To a man in
such circumstances, and * born with an axe in one
“ hand, and a gun in the other,” the western countries
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are desirable; but not to English farmers, who have
great skill in fine cultivation, and who can purchase
- near New York or Philadelphia. This Yankee (the
inhabitants of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire, only, are called Yankees)
was about the age of Sir Francis Burprrr, and, if he
had been dressed in the usual clothes of Sir Francis,
would have passed for him. Features, hair, eyes,
height, make, manner, look, hasty utterance at times,
musical voice, frank deportment, pleasant smile. All
the very fac-simile of him. I had some early York
cabbage-seed and some cauliflower-seed in my pocket,
which had been sent me from London, in a letter, and
which had reached me at Harrisburgh. 1 could not
help giving him a little of each.

13. Same weather. A fine open day. Rather a
cold May-day for England. Came to New York by
the steam-boat. Over to this island by another, took a
little light wagon, that whisked me home over roads as
dry and as smooth as gravel walks in an Knglish
bishop’s garden in the month of July. Great contrast
with the bottomless muds of New Jersey! As I came
along, saw those fields of rye, which were so green in
December, now white. Not a single sprig of green on
the face of the earth. Found that my man had ploug/-
ed ten acres of ground. The frost not quite clean out
of the ground. ~ It has penetrated two feet eight inches.
The weather here has been nearly about the same as in
Pennsylvania ; only less snow, and less rain.

14, Open weather, Very fine. Not quite so warm.

15. Same weather. Young chickens. 1 hear of no
-other in the neighbourhood. This is the effect of m
warm fowl-house! The house has been supplied with-
e%a all the winter, without any interruption. I am
told, that this has been the case at no other house here-
abouts. 'We have now an abundance of eggs. More
than a large family can consume. We send some to
market. The fowls, 1 find, have wanted no feeding
except during the snow, or, in the very, very cold days,
when they did not come out of their house all the day.
A certain proof that they like the warmth.

16. Little frost in the morning. Very fine day.
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17. Precisely same weather,

18 & 19. Same weather.
~ 20. Same weather. Opened several pits, in which I
had preserved all sorts of garden-plants and roots, and
apples. Valuable experiments. As useful in England
as here, though not so absolutely necessary. 1 shall
communicate these in another part of my work, under
the head of Gardening.

21. Same weather. The day like a fine May-day
in England. I am writing without fire, and in my
waistcoat without coat. :

22. Rain all last night, and all this day.

23. Mild and fine. A sow had a litter of pigs in the
leaves under the trees. Judge of the weather by this,
The wind blows cold; but, she has drawn together
great heaps of leaves, and protects her young ones with
surprising sagacity and exemplary care and fondness.

24, Same weather.

25, Still mild and fair,

26. Very cold wind. We try to get the sow and
pigs into the buildings. But the pigs do not follow, and
we cannot, with all our temptations of corn and all our
caresses, get the sow to move without them by her side.
She must remain ’till they choose to travel. How does
nature, through the conduct of this animal, reproach
those mothers, who cast off their new-born infants to
depend on a hireling’s breast! Let every young man,
beFure he marry, read, upon this subject, the preity

oem of Mr. Roscor, called ‘“the Nurse;” and, let
]‘:im also read, on the same subject, the eloquent,
beautiful, and soul-affecting passage, in Roussean’s
“ Emile.”

27. Fine warm day, Then high wind, rain, snow,
and hard frost before morning.

28. Hard frost. Snow 3 inches deep.

29. Frost in the night; but, all thawed in the day,
and very warm.

30. Frost in night. Fine warm day.
~ 81. Fine warm day. As the winter is now gone, let
us take a look back at its inconveniences compared with
those of an English Winter. We have had three
months of it; for, if we had a few sharp days in De-
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cember; we have had many very fine and without fire
in March. In England, winter really begins in No-
vember, and does not end ’till Mid-March. Here we
have greater cold; there, four times as much wet. 1
have had my great coat on only fwice, except when
sitting in a stage, travelling. I have had gloves on no
oftener ; for, 1 do not, like the Clerks of the House of
Boroughmongers, write in gloves. 1 seldom meet a
wagoner with gloves or great coat on. It is generally
so dry. This is the great friend of man and beast.
Last summer [ wrote home for nails to nail my shoes
for winter. 1 could find none here. What a foolish
eople, not to have shoe-nails! 1 forgot, that it was
Ek y, that the absence of shoe-nails argued an absence
of the want of them. The nails are not come; and I
have not wanted them. There is no dirt, except for
about ten days at the breaking up of the frost. 'The
dress of a labourer does not cost kalf so much as in
England. This dryness is singularly favourable to all
animals. They are hurt far less by dry cold, than by
warm drip, drip, drip, as it is in England. There has
been nothing green in the garden, that is to say, above
ground, since December; but, we have had, all win-
ter, and have now, white cabbages, green savoys, pars-
nips, carrots, beets, young onions, radishes, white
turnips, Swedish turnips, and potatoes; and all these in
abundance (except radishes, which were a few to try),
and always at hand at aminute’s warning. The modes
of preserving will be given in another part of the work.
‘What can any body want more than these things in the
garden way? However, it would be very easy to add
“to the catalogue. Apples, quinces, cherries, currants,
peaches, dried in the Summer, and excellent for tarts
and pies. Apples in their raw state, as many as we
please. My own stock being gone, I have trucked
turnips for apples; and shall thus have them, if I
please, ’till apples come again on the trees. I give
two bushels and a half of Swedish turnips for one of
apples : and, mind, this is on the last day of March.
I'have here stated facts, whereby to judge of the winter ;
and I leave the English reader to judge for himself, ¥
myself decidedly preferring the American winter,
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AprRiL.

1. Very fine and warm.
2 & 3. Same weather.
- 4. Rain all day.

5. Rain all day. Our cistern and pool full.,

6. Warm, but no sun. Turkeys begin to lay.

7. Same weather. My first spring operations in
gardening are now going on; but 1 must reserve an ac-
count of them for another Part of my work,

8. Warm and fair, '

9. Rain and rather cold.

10. Fair but cold. It rained but yesterday, and we
are to~-day feeding sheep and lambs with grain of corn,
and with oats, upon the ground in the orchard. Judge,
then, of the cleanness and convenience of this soil!

11. Fine and warm. )

12 & 13. Warm and fair.

14. Drying wind and miserably cold. Fires
again in day-time, which I have not had for some days

ast.
s 15. Warm, like a fine May-day in England. We
are planting out selected roots for seed.

16. Rain all last nightt Warm. Very fine in-
deed.
~ 17. Fine warm day. Heavy thunder and rain at
night. The Martins (not swallows) are come into the
barn and are looking out sites for the habitations of
their future young ones.

18. Cold and raw. Damp, too, which is extremely
rare. The worst day I have yet seen during the year.,
Stops the grass,” stops the swelling of the buds. The
young chickens hardly peep out from under the wings
of the hens. The lambs don’t play, but stand knit up.
The pigs growl and squeak; and the birds are gone
away to the woods again. ; i
~ 19. Same weather with an Easterly wind. - Justsuch
a wind as that, which,in March, brushes round the cor-
ners of the streets of London, and makes the old,
muffled-up debauchees hurry home with aching joints,
Some hail to-day,

-
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20. Same weather. Just the weather fo give
drunkards the * blue devils.” :

2]. Frost this morning. Ice as thick as a dollar.
Snow three times. Once to cover the ground. Went
off again directly.

22. Frost and ice in the morning. A very fine day,
but not warm. Dandelions blow.
daﬂa. Sharp white frost in morning. Warm and fine

Y.

24, Warm night, warm and fair day. And here I
close my Journal; for, I am in haste to get my manu-
script away; and there now wants only ten days to
complete the year. I resume, now, the Numbering of
my Paragraphs, having begun my Journal at the close
of Paracrara No. 20, '

21. Letus, now, take a survey, or rather glance, at
the face, which nature now wears. The grass begins to
afford a good deal for sheep and for my grazing Eng-
lish pigs, and the cows and oxen get a little food from
it. The pears, apples, and other fruit-trees, have not
made much progress in the swelling or bursting of their
buds, The ]ﬂu s of the weeping-willow have bursted
(for, in spite of that conceited ass, Mr. James Perry,
to burst is a regular verb, and vulgar pedants only
make it irregular), and those of a Lilac, in a warm
place, are almost bursted, which is a great deal better
than to say, ‘“almost burst.” Oh, the coxcomb! As
if an absolute pedagogue like him could injure me b
his eriticisms!  And, as if an error like this, even if it
had been one, could have any thing to do with my ca-
pacity for developing principles, and for ‘simplifyin
things, which, in their nature, are of great complexity!
The oaks, which, in England, have now their sap in
Jull flow, are here quite unmoved as yet. In the gar-
dens in general there is nothing green, while, in Eng-
land, they have broceoli to eat, early cabbages planted
out, coleworts to eat, peas four or five inches high.
Yet, we shall have green peas and loaved cabbages as
soon as they will. 'We have sprouts from the cabbage-
stems preserved under cover; the Swedish turnip is
giving me greens from bulbs planted out in March;
and 1 have some broccoli too, just coming on for use.
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How I have got this broccoli I must explain in my
Gardener’s Guide; for write one I must. I never can
leave this country without an attempt to make every
farmer a gardener. In the meat way, we have beef,
mutton, bacon, fowls, a calf to kill in a fortnight’s time,
sucking-pigs when we choose, lamb nearly fit to kill;
and all of our own breeding, or our own feeding. We
kill an ox, send three quarters and the hide to market
and keep one quarter. Then a sheep, which we use
in the same way. The bacon is always ready. Some
fowls always fatting. Young ducks -are just coming
out to meet the green peas. Chickens (the earliest) as
big as American Partridges (misnamed quails,) are
ready for the asparagus, which is just coming out of the
ground. Eggs at all times more thah we can consume.
And, if there be any one, who wants better fare than
this, let the grumbling glutton come to that poverty,
which Solomon has said shall be his lot. And, the
reat thing of all, is, that here, every man, even every
fabnurer, may live as well as this, if he will be sober
and industrious.
22, There are two things, which I have not yet men-
tioned, and which are almost wholly wanting here,
while they are so amply enjoyed in England. The
singing-birds and the flowers. Here are many birds
in summer, and some of very beautiful plumage.
There are some wild flowers, and some English flowers
in the best gardens. But, generally speaking, they are
birds without song, and fiowers without smell. The
linnet (more than a thousand of which I have heard
warbling upon one scrubbed oak on the sand-hills in
Surrey,) the sky-lark, the goldfinch, the wood-lark, the
nightingale, the bull-finch, the black-bird, the thrush,
and all the rest of the singing tribe are wanting in these
beautiful woods and orchards of garlands. When these
latter have dropped their bloom, all is gone in the
flowery way. No shepherd’s rose, no honey-suckle,
none of that endless variety of beauties that decorate
the hedges and the meadows in England. No daisies,
no primroses, no cowslips, no blue=bells, no daffodils,
which, as if it were not enough for them to charm the
sight and the smell, must have names, too, to delight
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the ear. All these are wanting in America. Here
are, indeed, birds, which bear the name of robin, black-
bird, thrush, and goldfinch; but, alas! the thing at
Westminster has, in'like manner, the name of parlia-
ment, and speaks the voice of the people, whom it pre-
tends to represent, in much about the same degree that
the black-bird here speaks the voice of its namesake in
England.

23. Of health, 1 have not yet spoken, and, though it
will be a subject of remark in another part of my work,
it is a matter of too deep interest to be wholly passed
‘over here. In the first place, as to myself, 1 have
always had excellent health; but, during a year, in
England, I used to have a cold or two; a trifling sore
throat; or something in that way. Here, 1 have
neither, though I was more than two months of the
winter travelling about, and sleeping in different beds,
My family have been more healthy than in England,
though, indeed, there has seldom heen any serious ill-
ness in it.  We have had but one visit from any
Doctor. Thus much, for the present, on this subject.
I said, in the second Register T sent home, that this
climate was not so good as that of England. Experi-
ence, observation, a careful attenfion to real facts, have
convinced me that it is, upon the whole, a better cli-
mate ; though I tremble lest the tools of the Borough-
mongers should cite this as a new and most flagrant in-
stance of inconsistency. England is my country, and
to England I shall return. "I like it Iy;eat, and shall
always like it best; but, then, in the word England,
many things are included besides climate and soil and
- seasons, and eating and drinking.

24. In the Second Part of this work, which will fol-
low the First Part in the course of two months, I shall
take particular pains to detail all that is within my
knowledge, which I think likely to be useful to persons
who intend coming to this country from England. 1
shall take every particular of the expense of support-
~ing a family, am]) show what are the means to be ob-
tained for that purpose, and how they are to be
obtained. My intending to return to England ought
lo deter no one from coming hither; because, I
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CHAP. IL

RUTA BAGA.

Currure, Mopk OF PRESERVING, AND USES OF THE
Rura Baca, sometimes caLLep tHE Russia, AND
SOMETIMES THE SWEDISH TURNIP,

Description of the Plant.

25. It is my intention, as notified in the public
papers, to put into print an account of all the experi-
ments, which I have made, and shall make in Farming
and in Gardening upon this Island. I, several years
ago, long before tyranny showed its present horrid front
in England, formed the design of sending out,to be pub-
lished in this country, a treatise on the cultivation of the
root and green crops, as cattle, sheep, and hog food.
This design was suggested by the reading of the fol-
lowing passage in Mr. Cmanceiror LivinesTon’s
Essay on Sheep, which I received in 1812. After
having stated the most proper means to be employed
in order to keep sheep and lambs during the winter
months, he adds: “ Having brought our flocks through
“ the winter, we come now to the most critical season, that
¢ is, the latter end of March and the month of April. At
¢ this ime the ground being bare, the sheep will refuse
¢ to eat their hay, while the scanty picking of grass, and



Chap. IL.] Ruta Bacs curture. 47

“ its purgative quality, will disable them from taking
“ the nourishment that is necessary to keep them up.
“ If they fall away, their wool will he injured, and the
““ growth of their lambs will he stopped, and even many
“ of the old sheep will be carried off by the dysentery.
“ To provide food for this season is very difficult.
* Turnips and Cabbages will rot, and bran they will
‘“ not eat, after having been fed on it all the winter.
‘ Potatoes, however, and the Swedish Turnip, called
“ Ruta Baga, may be usefully applied at this time,
““ and so, I think, might Parsnips and Carrots. But,
“ as few of us are in the habit of cultivating these
““ plants to the extent which is necessary for the sup-
‘“ port of a large flock, we must seek resources more
*“ within our reach.” And thenthe Chancellor proceeds
to recommend the leaving the second growth of clover
uncut, in order to produce early shoots from sheltered
buds for the sheep to eat until the coming of the natural
grass and the general pasturage. _

- 26. I was much surprised at reading this passage ;
having observed, when 1 lived in Pennsylvania, how
prodigiously the root-crops of every kind flourished and
succeeded with only common skill and care; and, in
1815, having by tg,at time had many crops of Ruta

a excee&ing thirty tons, or, about one thousand five
hundred heaped bushels to the acre, at Botley, I formed
the design of sending out to America a Treatise on the
Culture and Uses of that Root, which, I was perfectly
well convinced, could be raised with more ease here
than in England ; and, that it might be easily preserved
during the whole year, if necessary, I had proved in
many cases.

27. If Mr, Cuaxcerior Livingsron, whose public-
spirit is manifested fully in his excellent little work,
which he modestly calls an Essay, could see my ewes
and lambs, and hogs and cattle, at this “ critical sea-
son” (I write on the 27th of March), with more Ruta
Baga at their command than they have mouths to
employ on it; if he could see me, who am on a poor
exhausted piece of land, and who found it covered with
weeds and brambles in the month of June last, who
found no manure, and who hayve brought none ; if he
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could see me overstocked, not with mouths, but with
foud, owing to a little care- in the cultivation of this in-
valuable root, he would, I am sure, have reason to be
convinced, that, if any ‘farmer in the United States is
in want of food at this pinching season of the year, the
fault is neither in the soil nor in the climate.

28. It is, therefore, of my mode of cultivating this
root on this Island that I mean, at present, to treat;
to which matter I shall add, in another Part of my
work, an account of my experiments as to the ManceL
WurzeL, or Scarcity roor ; though, as will be seen,
I deem that root, except in particular cases, of very
inferior importance. The parsnip, the carrot, the cab-
bage, are all excellent in their kind and in their uses ; :
but, as to these, I have not yet made, upon a scale
sufficiently large here, such experiments as would war-
rant me in s Eahmr with any dearee of confidence. Of
these, and n'i]:er matters, ropose to treat in a future
Parr, which 1 shall, pmhaEI}, publish towards the lat-
ter end of this present year.

29. The Ruta Baga is a sort of turnip well known
in the State of New York, where, under the name of
Russia turnip, it is used for the Table from February
to July. But, as it may be more of a stranger in other
parts of the country, it seems necessary to give it
enough of description to enable every reader to distin-

ish it from every other sort of turnip,

30. The leaf of every other sort of turnip is of a

yellowish green, while the leaf of the Ruta Baga is of a
Mueas.& en, like the green of peas, when of nearly
their full size, or like the green of a young and thnft}r
~ early Yorkshire cabbage.  Hence it 1s, I suppose, that
some persons have c ed it the Caébuge-mmzp. But
the characteristics the most decidedly distinctive are
these :—that the outside of the bulb of the Ruta Baga is
of a greenish hue, mixed, towards the top, with a colour
bnrdmng on a red; a,nd that the inside of the bulb, if
the sort be true and pure, is of a deep yellow, nearly as
deep as that of gold.

e
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Mode of saving and of preserving the Seed.

31. This is rather a nice business, and should be, by
no means, executed in a negligent manner. For, on
the well attending to this, much of the seed depends :
and, it is quite surprising how great losses are, in the
end, frequently sustained by the saving in this part of
the business, of an hour’s labour or attention. I one
year lost more than half of what would have been an
immense crop, by a mere piece of negligence in my
bailiff' as to IE& seed : and F caused a similar loss to a
gentleman in Berkshire, who had his seed out of the
same parcel that mine was taken from, and who had
sent many miles for it, in order to have the best in
the world.

~ 32. The Ruta Baga is apt to degenerate, if the seed

be not saved with care. We, in England, select the
plants to be saved for seed. We examine well to find
out those that run least into neck and green. We reject
all such as approach at all towards a whitish colour,
or which are even of a greenish colour towards the neck,
where there ought to be a little reddish cast.

33. Having selected the plants with great care, we
take them up out of the place where they have grown,
and plant them in a plot distant from every thing of the
turnip or cabbage kind which is to bear seed. In this
Island, I am now, at this time, planting mine for seed
(27th March,) taking all our English precautions, It
is probable, that they would do very well, if taken out
of a heap to be transplanted, if well selected ; but, lest
this should not do well, I have kept my selected plants
all the winter in the ground in my garden, well covered
with corn-stalks and leaves from the trees ; and, indeed,
this is so very little a matter to do, that it would be
monstrous to suppose, that any farmer would neglect it
on account of the labour and trouble; especially when
we consider, that the seed of two or three turnips is more
than lseuficient to sow an acreof land. 1, onone oceasion,
planted twenty tumigs for seed, and the produce, be-
sides what the little birds toﬁk as their share for having
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kept down the caterpillars, was fwenty-two and e half
pounds ’l'-{ clean seed.

34. The sun is so ardent and the weather so fair here,
compared with the drippy and chilly climate of Eng-
land, while the birds here never touch this sort of seed,
that a small plot of ground would, if well managed, pro-
duce a great quantity of seed. Whether it would de-

enerate is a matter that I have not yet ascertained ;
~gu‘t which I am about to ascertain this year.

85. That all these precautions of selecting the plants
and transplanting them are necessary, I know by ex-
perience. I, on one occasion, had sown all my own
seed, and the plants had been carried off by the fly, of
which 1 shall have to speak presently. T sent to a per-
son who had raised some seed, which 1 afterwards
found to have come from turnips, left promiscuously to
go to seed in a part of a field wkere they had been
sown. The consequence was, that a good third part of
my crop had no bulbs; but consisted of a sort of rape,
al{leaves, and stalks growing very high. 'While even
the rest of the crop bore no resemblance, either in
guint of size or of quality, to furnips, in the same field,

om seed saved in a proper manner, though this latter
was sown at a later period.

36. As to the preserving of the seed, it is an invari-
able rule applicable to all sceds, that seed, kept in the
pod to the very time of sowing, will vegetate more
quickly and more vigorously than seed which has been
some time threshed out. But, turnip-seed will do very well,
if threshed out as soon as ripe, and kept in a dry place,
and not too much exposed to the air. A bag, hung up -
in a dry room, is the Jl;‘:msitﬂr? that I use. But, before
being threshed out, the seed should be quite ripe, and,
if cut off, or pulled np, which latter is the best way,
before the pods are quite dead, the whole should be
suffered to lie in the sun till the pods are perfectly
dead, in order that the seed may imbibe its full nourish-
ment, and come to complete perfection; otherwise the
seed will wither, much of it will not grow at all, and
that which does grow will produce plants inferior to
those proceeding from well-ripened seed.
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e Time of Sowing.
- 37, Our time of sowing in England is from the first
~ to the twentieth of June, though some persons sow in
May, which is still better. This was one of the matters
of the most deep interest with me, when I came to
Hyde Park. I could not begin before the month of
June; for I had no ground ready. But, then, 1 began
with great care, on 31& second of June, sowing, in small
plots, once every week, till the 30th of July. In every
case the seed took well and the plants grew well ; but,
having looked at the growth of the plots first sown, and
calculated upon the probable advancement of them, I
fixed upon the 26tk of June for the sowing of my prin-
cipal crop.
~ 88. I was particularly anxious to know, whether this
country were eursed with the T'wurnip jly, which is so
destructive in England. It is a little insect about the
size of a bed flea, and jumps away from all approaches
exactly like that insect. It abounds sometimes, in
quantities, so great as to eat up all the young plants,
on hundreds and thousands of acres, in a single day.
It makes its attack when the plants are in the seed-leaf ;
and, it is so very generally prevalent, that it is always an
even chance, at ieast, that every field that is sown wi'l
be thus wholly destroyed. There is no remedy but that
of ploughing and sowing again; and this is frequently
repeated three times, and even then there is no crop.
‘Volumes upon volumes have been written on the means
of preventing, or mitigating, this calamity; but nothirg
effectual has ever been discovered ; and, at last, the on y
means of insuring a erop of Ruta Baga in England, is,
to raise the plants in small plots, sown at many different
times, in the same manner as cabbages are sown, and,
like cabbages, transplant them ; of which mode of cul-
ture I shall speak by and by, It is very singular, that
a field sown one day, wholly escapes, while a field sown
the next day, is wholly destroyed. Nay, a part of the
me field, sown in the morning, will sometimes escape,
while the part, sown in the afternoon, will be destroyed,
and, sometimes the afternoon sowing is the part that is
spared. To find a remedy ]fir this evil has posed all the
a
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heads of all the naturalists and chemists of England.
As an evil, the smut in wheat ; the wire-worm ; the grubs
above-ground and under-ground; the caterpﬂ'a,
green and black; the slug, red, black, and grey; though
each a great tormenter, are nothing. Against all these
there is some remedy, though expensive and plaguing;
or, at any rate, their ravages are comparatively slow,
and their causes are known. But, the Turnip fly is
the English farmer’s evil genius. To discover a remedy
for, or the cause of, this plague, has been the object of
inquiries, experiments, analyses, innumerable. Premium
upon premium offered, has only produced pretended
remedies, which have led to disappointment and mortifi-
cation; and, I have no hesitation to say, that, if any
man could find out a real remedy, and could communi-
cate the means of cure, while he kept the nature of the
means a secret, he would be much richer than he who
should discover the longitude ; for about fifty thousand
farmers would very cheerfully pay him ten guineas
a-year each.

39. The reader will easily judge, then, of my anxiety
to know, whether this mortal enemy of the farmer ex-
isted in Long Island. This was the first question which
1 put to every one of my neighbours, and I augured
good from their not appearing to understand what I
meant. However, as my little plots of turnips came u
successively, I watched them as our farmers do their
fields in England. To my infinite satisfaction, I found
that my alarms had been groundless. This circum-
sfance, besides others that I have to mentien by and by,
gives to the stock-farmer in America so great anag-
vantage over the farmer in England, or in any of
the middle and northern parts of Europe, that it is truly
wonderful that the culture of this root has not, long
ago, become general in this country. ’

40. The time of sowing, then, may be, as circum~
stances may require, from the 25th of June to about the
10th of July, as the result of my experiments will now
show. The plants sown during the first fifteen days of

June grew well, and attained size and weight;
but, though they did not actually go off to seed, they
were very little short of so doing. %‘hey rose into large
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and long necks, and sent out sprouts from the upper

,5:11 of the bulb; and, then, the bulb itself (which is the

ing sought after) swelled no more. The substance of

the bulb became hard and stringy; and the turnips,

upon the whole, were smaller and of greatly inferior

quality, compared with those, which were sown at the
r time. :

41. The turnips sown between the 15th and 26th of
June, had all these appearances and quality, only in a
Jess degree. But, those which were sown on_the 26th
of June, were perfect in shape, size, and quality ; and,
though I have grown them larger in England, it was
not done without more manure upon half an acre than
I scratched together to put upon seven acres at Hyde
Park ; but of this I shall s more particularly wgen
I come to the quantity of crop.

- 42. The sowings which were made after the 26th of
June, and before the 10th of July, did very well; and,
one g&rt;ieula:r sowing on the 9th of July, on 12 rods, or
perches, of ground, sixteen and a half feet to the rod,
yielded 62 bushels, leaves and roots cut off, which is
after the rate of 992 bushels to an acre. But this
sowing was on ground extremely well prepared and
sufficiently manured with ashes from burnt earth; a
mede of raising manure of which I shall fully treat ina
future chapter.

43, Though this crop was so large, sown on the 9th
‘of July, I would by no means recommend any farmer,
who can sow sooner, to defer the business to that time ;
for, I am of opinion, with the old folk in the West of
England, that God is almost always on the side of early
farmers. Besides, one delay too often produces ano-
ther de]a{‘; and he who puts off to the 9th may put off
to the 19t :

44. The crops in small plots, which T sowed afier
the 9th of July to the 30th of that month, grew very
well; but they regularly succeeded each other in dimi-
nution of size; and, which is a t matter, the cold
weather overtook them before they were ripe; and
ripeness is full as necessary in the case of roots as in

the case of apples or of peaches,
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Quality and Preparation of the Seed.

45. As a fine, rich, loose garden mould, of great
depth, and having a porous stratum under it, is best for
every thing that vegetates, except plants that live best
in water, so itis best for the Ruta Baga. But, I know of
no soil in the United States, in which this root may not
be cultivated with the greatest facility. A pure sand,
or a very stiff clay, would not do well, certainly ; butl
have never seen any of either in America, The seil
that I cultivate is poor almost proverbially ; but, what it
really is, is this: itis a light loam, approaching towards
the sandy. 1t is of a brownish colour about eight inches
deep; then becomes more of a red for about another
eight inches ; and then comes a mixture of yellowish B&I{}
and of pebbles, which continues down to the depth o
‘many feet. “ .

46. So much for the nature of the land.. As to its
state, it was that of as complete poverty as can well be
imagined. My main crop of Ruta Baga was sown upon
two different pieces. One, of about three acres, had
borne, in 1816, some Indian corn stalks, together with
immense quantities of brambles, grass, and weeds, of
all descriptions. The other, of about four acres, ha
when I took to it, rye growing on it; but, this rye was
so poor, that my neighbour assured me, that it could

e nothing, and he advised me to let the cattle
sheep take it for their trouble of walking over the
which advice I readily followed; but, when he heard
me say, that I intended to sow Russia turnips on the
- same ground, he very kindly told me his opinion of the
matter, which was, that I should certainly throw my
labour wholly away. 10T olseb

47. With these two pieces of ground I went to work
early in June. I ploughed them very shallow, thinking
to drag the grassy clods up with the harrow, to put
them in heaps and burn theém, in which case I would
(barring the fly I), have pledged my life for a crop of
Ruta Baga. It adversely happened to rain, when my
clods should have been burnt, and the furrows were sp
solidly fixed down by the ram, that I could not tear
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them up with the harrow ; and, besides, my time of sow-
g came on apace. Thus situated, and having no faith
“inwhat I was told about the dangers of deep ploughing,
I fixed four oxen to a strong plough, Emc{7 turned up
~soil that had not seen the sun for many, many long
~years. Another soaking rain came very soon after, and
went, at once, to the bottom of my ploughing, instead
~of being carried away instantly by evaporation. I then
harrowed the ground down level, in order to keep it
mioist as long as I could ; for the sun now began to be
the thing most dreaded. : |
48. In the meanwhile I was preparing my manure.
There was nothing of the kind visible upon the place.
But, I had the good Iuck to follow a person, who ap-
pears not to have known much of the use of brooms. By
means of sweeping and raking and scratching in and
round the house, the barn, the stables, the hen-roost,
and the court and yard, I got together about four hun-
dred bushels of not very bad turnip manure. This was
1ot quite 60 bushels to an acre for my seven acres; or,
three gallons to every square rod.
~ 49. However, though I made use of these beggarly
means, I would net be understood to recommend the
~ use of such means to others.  On the contrary, I should
have preferred good and clean land, and plenty of ma-
nure : but of this I shall speak again, when I have
_given an account of the manner of sowing and frans-
 planting.
| Manner of Sowing.

50. Thus fitted out with land and manure, I set to
the work of sowing, which was performed, with the help
of two ploughs and two pair of oxen, on the 25th, 26th,
~and 27th of June. The ploughmen put the ground up
_into little ridges having two furrows on each side of the
_ridge: so that every ridge consisted of four furrows, or
_ turnings over of the plough ; and the tops of the ridges

were about four feet irom each other; and, as the
~ ploughing was performed te_a great depth, there was,

of eourse, a very deep gutter between every two ridges.

51. I teok care to Ea.ve,_thg, manure plfm:ed 0 as to be

under the middle of each ridge; thatis to say, just be-
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neath where my seed was to come. I had but a very
small quantity of seed as well as of manure. This seed
T had, however, brought from home, where it was raised
by a neighbour, on whom I could rely, and I had no
faith in any other. So that 1 was compelled to bestow
it on the ridges with a very parsimonious hand ; not
having, I believe, more than four pounds to sow on the
seven acres. It was sown prin-::iFally in this manner;
a man went along by the side of each ridge, and put
down two or three seeds in places at about ten inches
from each other, just drawing a little earth over, and
pressing it on the seed, in order to make it vegetate
quickly before the earth became Zoo dry. Thisis al-
ways a good thing to be done, and especially in dr:
weather, and under a hot sun. Seeds are very small
things ; and though, when we see them covered over
with earth, we conclude that the earth must touck them
closely, we should remember, that a very small cavit
is sufficient to keep them untouched nearly all rumld):
in which case, under a hot sun, and near the surface,
theiy are sure to perish, or, at least, to lie long, and
until rain come, before they start.

52. I remember a remarkable instance of this in sav-
ing some turnips to transplant at Botley. The whole of
a piece of ground was sown broad-cast. My gardener
haﬁ been told to sow in beds, that we might go in to
weed the plants; and, having forgotten this till after
sowing, he clapped down his line, and divided the plot
into beds by treading very hard a little path at the dis-
tance of every four feet. The weather was very dry
and the wind very keen. It continued so for three
~ weeks ; and, at the end of that time, we had scarcely
a turnip in the beds, where the ground had been left
raked over; but, in the paths we had an abundance,
which grew to be very fine, and which, when trans-
planted, made part of a field which bore thirty-three

tons to the acre,and which, as a whole field, was the
~finest 1 ever saw in my life.

53. I cannot help endeavouring to press this fact
upon the reader. Squeezing down the earth makes it
touch the seed in all its parts, and then it will soon vege
fate, Itis for this reason, that barley and oat ﬁﬁg;
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should be rolled, if the weather be dry; and, indeed,
that all seeds should be pressed down, ]i?"the state of the
earth will admit of it.
54, This mode of sowing is neither tedious nor ex-
pensive. Two men sowed the whole of my seven acres
the three days, which, when we consider the value
of the crop, and the saving in the after-culture, is really
not worth mentioning. I do not think, that any sowing
by drill is so good, or, in the end, so cheap as this.
rills miss very often in the sowings of such small
seeds. However, the thing may be done by hand in a
less precise manner. One man would have sown the
seven acres in a day, by just scattering the seeds along
on the top of the ridge, where they might have been
buried with the rake, and pressed dynwn by a spade or
shovel or some other flat instrument. A slight roller to
take two ridges at once, the horse walking in the gutter
between, is what I used to make use of when I sowed
on ridges ; and, who can want such a roller in America,
as long as he has an axe and an auger in his house ?
Indeed, this whole matter is such a trifle, when com-
ﬁred with the importance of the object, that it is not to
believed, that any man will think it worth the small-
est notice as counted amongst the means of obtaining
that object.
55. Broad cast sowing will, however, probably be,
in most cases, preferred; and, this mode of sowing is
retty well understood from general experience. What
is required here, is, that the ground be well ploughed,
finely harrowed, and the seeds thinly and evenly sown
over it, to the amount of about two pounds of seed to an
acre! but, then, if the weather be dry, the seed should,
by all means be rolled down. When I have spoken
u{the after-culture, 1 shall compare the two methods
of sowing, the ridge and the broad-cast, in order tha
the reader may be the better able to say, which of the
two is entitled to the preference.

After-culture.

'56. Inrelating what I did in this respect, I shall tak
it for granted, that the reader will understand me
- describing what I think o h; to be done. - :
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57. When my ridges were laid up, and my seed was
sown, my neighbours thought, that 15311& was an end of
the process; for, they all said, that, if the seed ever
came up, being upon those high ridges, the plants never
could live under the scorching of the sun. I knew that
this was an erroneous notion ; but I had not much confi-
dence in the powers of the soil, it being so evidently
poor, and my supply of manure so scanty.

58. The plants, however, made their appearance
with great regularity ; no fly came to annoy them. T
moment they were fairly up, we went with a very sma
hoe, and took all but one in each ten or eleven or twelve
inches, and thus left them singly placed. This isa
great point ; for they begin to rob one another at a ver
early age, and, if left two or three weeks to rob eac
other, before they are set out singly, the crop will be
“diminished one-half, To set the plants out in this way
was a very easy and quickly-performed business ; but,
it is a business to be left to no one but a careful man.
Boys can never safely be trusted with the deciding, at
discretion, whether you shall have a large crop ora
small one.

59. Butnow, something else began to appear as well
as turnip-plants ; for, all the long grass and weeds
havin% ropped their seeds the summer before, and,
probably, gr many summers, they now came forth to
demand their share of that nourishment, produced by
the fermentation; the dews, and particularly the su,
which shines on all alike. I never saw a fiftieth part
so many weeds in my life upon a like space of ground.
Their little seed leaves, of various hues, formed a
perfect mat on the %round. And now it was, thatmy
wide ridges, which had appeared to my neighbours to
be so very singular and so unnecessary, were absolutely
necessary. ' First we went with a hoe, and hoed the
tops of the ridges, about six inches wide. There were
all the plants, then, clear and clean at once, with an
expense of about half a day’s work to an acre. Then
we came, in our Botley fashion, with a single horse-
plough, tock a furrow from the side of one ridge going up
51& field, a furrow from the other ridge coming down,
then another furrow from the same side of the fipst
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idge going up, and another frem the same side of the
ﬁgr ridge coming down. In the taking away of the
Jast two furrows, we went within three inches of the
“turnip-plants. Thus there was a ridge over the origi-
nal gutter, Then we turned these furrows back again
to the turnips. And, having gone, in this manner, over
the whole piece, there it was with not a weed alive in
i, All killed by the suny and the field as elean and
as fine as any garden that ever was seen, _
60. Those who know the effect of tillage between
growing plants, and especially if the earth be moved
deep (and, indeed, what American does not know what
such effect is, seeing that, without it, there would be no
Indian Corn!); those that reflect on this effect; may
guess at the effect on my Ruta Baga plants, which soon
aye me, by their appearance, a decided proof, that
ULL’S princigl&s are always irue, in whatever soil or
climate applied. |
61, It was now a very beautitul thing to see, a regular
unbroken line of fine, fresh looking plants upon the tops
of those wide ridges, which had been thought to be so
very whimsical and unnecessary, But, why have the
ridges so very wide? This question was not new to me,
‘who had to answer it a thousand times in. England. It
is because you cammot plough deep and clean in a nar-
rower space than four feet; and, itis the deep and clean
‘ploughing that I regard as the surest means of a large
erop, especially in poor, or indifferent ground. Itisa
‘great error to suppose, that there is any ground lost by
these wide intervals. My crop of thiréy-three tons, or
thirteen hundred and twenty bushels, to the acre, taking
a whole field together, had the same sort of intervals;
while my neighbour’s, with two feet intervals, never ar-
rived at two thirds of the weight of that crop. There is
no ground lost ; for, any one, who has a mind to do it,
may satisty himself, that the lateral roots of any fine
large turmp will extend more than six feet from the bulb
of the plant. The intervals are full of these roots, the
breaking of which and the moving of which, as in the
case of Indian Corn, gives new food and new roots, and
pmdu_ees- wonderful effects on the plants, Wide as my
intervals were, the leaves of some of the plants very -
-uearly touched those of the plauts ou.the adjoining ridge,
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before the end of their growth; and I have had them
frequently meet in this way in England. They would
always do it here, if the ground were rich and the tillage

roper. How then, can the intervals be too wide, if
E& plants occupy the interval? And how can any
ground be lost if every inch be full of roots and shaded
by leaves ? ! '

62. After the last-mentioned operation my plants re-
mained till the weeds had again made their appearance;
or, rather, tilla new brood had started up. hen this
was the case, we went with the hoe again, and cleaned
the tops of the ridges as before. The weeds under this
all-powerful sun, instantly perish. Then we repeated
the former operation with the one-horse plough. After
this nothing was done but to pull up now and then a
weed, which had escaped the hoe ; for, as to the plough-
share, nothing escapes that.

63. Now, I think, no farmer can discover in this pro-
cess any thing more difficult, more troublesome, more
expensive, than in the process absolutely necessary to
the obtaining of a crop of Indian Corn. And yet, I will
‘venture to say, that in any land, capable of bearin
{f{l bushels of corn upon an acre, more than a thousan

s{nels of Ruta Baga may, in the above described
manner, be raised. '

64. In the broad-cast method the after-culture must,
of course, be confined to hoeing, or, as Tuwrr calls it,
seratching. In England, the hoer goes in when the
plants are about four inches high, and hoes all the
ground, setting out the plants to about eighteen inches
apart; and, if the ground be at all foul, he is obliged to
go in about a month afterwards, to hoe the ground again.
This is all that is done ; and a very poor all it is, as the
crops, on the very best ground, compared with the ridged
crops, invariably show,

Tmnsp:’uﬂting.

65. This is a third mode of cultivating the Rura
Baga; and, in certain cases, far preferable to either of
the other two. My large crops at Botley were from
roots transplanted. I resurwcP to this mode in order to
insure a_crop in spite of the fly; but, 1 am of opinion,
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that it is, in all cases, the best mode, provided Lands can
be obtained in sufficient number, just for a few days, or
weeks, as the quantity may be, when the land and the
plants are ready.
~ 66. Much light is thrown on matters of this sort by
describing what one has done one’s self relating to them.
This is practice at once; or, at least, it comes much
nearer to it than any instructions possibly can.

67. It was an accident that led me to the practice.
In the summer of 1812, I had a piece of Ruta Baga in
the middle of a field, or, rather, the piece occupied a
part of the field, having a crop of carrots on one side,
and a crop of Mangel Wurzel on the other side. On
the 20th of July the turnips, or rather, those of them
which had escaped the fly, began to grow pretty well.
They had been sown in drills; and I was anxious to
fill up the spaces, which had been occasioned by the
ravages of the Sy I, therefore, took the supernume-
rary plants, which I found in the un-attacked places,
aut{ filled up the rows by transplantation, which I did
also in two other fields.

68. The turnips thus transplanted, grew, and, in fact,
were pretty good ; but, they were very far inferior to
those which had retained their original places. Baut, it
happened, that on one side of the above-mentioned piece
of turnips, there was a vacant space of abouta yard in
breadth. When the ploughman had finished ploughing
- between the rows of turnips, I made him plough up that

spare ground very deep, and upon it I made my gar-
dener go and plant two rows of turnips. These became
the largest and finest of the whole piece, though trans-
planted two days later than those which had been trans-
planted in the rows throughout the piece. The cause
of this remarkable difference, I atonce saw, was, that
these had been put into newly-ploughed ground ; for,
though I had not read much ufp TurL at the time here
referred to, I knew, from the experience of my whole
life, that plants as well as seeds ought always to go
into ground as recently moved as possible ; because at
moving of the earth, and particularly at every
turning of it, a new process of fermentation takes place,

fresh exhalations arise, and a supply of the food of plants
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is thus prepared for the newly arrived guests. Mr, Cuz-
- WEN, the Elemher of Parliament, though a poor thing
as to public matters, has published not a bad book on
agriculture. Ttis not bad, because it contains man
authentic accounts of experiments made by himself;
though I never can think of his book without thinking,
at the same time, of the gross and scandalous plagia-
- risms, which he has committed upon Tvrr. Without
mentioning particulars, the ¢ Honourable Member” will,
T am sure, know what I mean, if this page should ever
have the honour to fall under his eye ; and he will, I
hope, repent, and give proof of his repentance, by a
restoration of the property to the right owner. |

69. However, Mr., Curwex, in his book, gives an
account of the wonderiul effects of moving the ground
between plants in rows ; and he tells us of an experi-
ment, which he made, and which proved, that from
ground just ploughed, ina very dry time, an evhalation
of many tons weight, per acre, took place, during the
first twenty-four hours after ploughing, and of a less and
less number of tons, during the three or four succeeding
twenty-four hours ; that, in the course of about a week,
the exhalation ceased; and that, during the whole pe-
riod, the gronnd, though in the same field, which had
not been ploughed when the other ground was, exhaled
not an ounce! When I read this in ilr. Curwen’s book,
which was before I had read TuLw, I called to mind,
that, having once dug the ground between some rows of
part of a plot of cabbages in my garden, in order to
plant some late peas, I perceived (it was in a dry time)
the cabbages, the next morning, in the part recently
~dug, with big drops of dew hanging on the edges of the
leaves, and in the other, or undug part of the plot, no
drops at all. I had forgotten the fact till I read Mr. Cor-
weN, and I never knew the cause till I read the real
Father of English Husbandry. ‘

70. ¥rom this digression I return to the history, first
of my English transplanting. I saw, at once, that the
only way to ensure a crop of turnips was by transplan-
tation. The next year, therefore, | prepared a field of
Jive acres, and another of twelve. I made ridges, in the
mapuer described, for sowing; and, on the 7ih of June
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in the first field, and on the 20th of July in the second
field, I planted my plants. 1 aseertained to an exact-
, that there were thirty-three lons fo an acre,
throughout the whole seventeen acres. After this, 1
never used any other method. I never saw above hal
as great a crop in any other person’s land ; and, thoug
we read of much greater in agricultural prize reports,
they must have been of the extent of a single acre, or
something in that way. In my usual order, the ridges
four feet asunder, and the plants « feot asunder on the
ridge, there were ten thousand eight kundred and thirty
turnips on the acre of ground ; and, therefore, for an
acre to weigh thirty-three tons, each turnip must weigh
very nearly seven pounds. After the time here spoken
of, T had an acre or two at the end of a large field,
transplanted on the 13th of July, which probably,
weighed fifty tons an acre. Idelayed to have them
weighed till a fire happened in some of my farm build-
ings, which produced a further delay, and so the thing -
‘was not done at all; but, I weighed one wagon load,
the turnips of which averaged eleven pounds each; and
several weighed fourteen pounds each. My very largest
pon Leng %aland weighed twelve pounds and a half. In
these cases, as well here as in England, the produce
was from fransplanted plants ; though at Hyde Park, I
have many turnips of more than ten pounds weight each
Afrom sown plants, some of which, on acconnt of ighe reat
perfection in their qualities, 1 have selected, and am
now planting out, for seed.
71. I will now give a full account of my transplanting
- at Hyde Park. In a part of the ground whichwas put
into ridges and sown, I scattered the. seed along very
thinly upon the top. of the ridge. But, however thinly
you may attempt to seatter such small seeds, there will
always be too many plants, if the tillage be good and the
seed good also. 1 suffered these plants to stand as they
came up ; and, they stood much too long, on account of”
my want of hands, or, rather, my want of time to attend
to give my directions in the transplanting; and, indeed,
sy ezample too; for, I metnot with a man who knew
how to fiz a plant in the ground ; and, strange as-it may

appeax, more, than half the bulk of crop.depends.on a
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little, triffling, contemptible twist of the setting-stick, or
dibble ; a thing very well known to all gardeners in the
case of cabbages, and about which, therefore, I will give;,
by and by, very plain instructions.

72. Thus puzzled, and not being able to spare time
to do the job myself, I was one day looking at my poor
plants, which were daily suffering for want of removal,
and was thinking how glad I should be of one of the
Cuaurcuers at Botley, who, I thought to myself, would
soon clap me out my turnip patch. At this very time,
and into the field itself, came a cousin of one of these.
Cuurcuers, who had lately arrived from England!
It was very strange, but literally the fact.

73. To work Churcher and I went, and, with the aid
of persons to pull up the plants and bring them to us,
we planted out about two acres, in the mornings end
evenings of six days: for the weather was too hot for ns
to keep out after breakfast, until about two hours be-
fore sun-set. There was a friend staying with me, who
helped us to plant, and who did, indeed, as much ef
the work as either Churcher or L

74. The time when this was done was from the 21st
to the 28th of August, one Sunday and one day of ne
planting, havin% intervened. Every body knews, that
this is the very hottest season of the year; and, as it
happened, this was, last summer, the very driest also.
The weather had been hot and dry from the 10tk of
August; and so it continued to the 12th of September.
Any ﬁlﬂﬂmﬁn who has kept a journal of last year,
apon Long Island, will know this to be correct. Who-
would have thought to see these plants thrive; who
would have thought to see them live? The next day
after being planted, their leaves crumbled between our
fingers, like the old leaves of trees. In two days there
Was no more a ce of a crop upon the ground
than there was E! a crop on the tgmpgﬁe-mad.mliut,
on the 2nd of September, as I have it in my memoran-
dum-book, the plants began fo show life; and, before
the rain came, on the 12th, the piece began to have an
air of verdure, and, indeed, to grow and to promise a
good crop. _

- 475, | will speak of the bwit of this erop by and by
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but, T must here mention another transplantation that I
made in the latter end of July. A plot of ground, oc-
cupied by one of my earliest sowings, had the turnips
standing in it in rows at eighteen inches asunder, and at
a foot asunder in the rows. Towards the middle of
July I found, that one half of the rows must be taken
away, or that the whole would be of little value.
Having pulled up the plants, I intended to translate
them (as they say of Bishops) from the garden to the
field ; but, I had no ground ready. However, I did not
like to throw away these plants, which had already
bulbs as large as hens’ eggs. They were carried into
the cellar, where they lay in a heap, till (which would
soon happen in such hot weather) they began to fer-
ment, is made the most of their leaves turn white.
Unwilling, still, to throw them away, I next laid them
on the grass in the front of the house, where they got
the dews in the night, and they were covered with a
mat during the day, except two days, when they were
overlooked, or, rather, neglected. The heat was very
great, and, at last, supposing these plants dead, I did
not cover them any more. There they lay aban-
doned till the 24th of July, on which day I began
planting Cabbages in my field. I then thought, that I
would try the hardiness of a Ruta Baga plant. I took
these same abandoned plants, without a morsel of
left about them ; planted them in part of a row of the
piece of cab s; and they, a hundred and six in
number, weighed, when they were taken up, in Decem-
ber, nine hundred and one pounds. One of these turnips
weighed fwelve pounds and a half. |
76. But, it ought to be observed, that this was in
ound which hag been got up in my best manner ; that
it had some of the best of my manure: and, that un-
‘common pains were taken by myself in the putting in of
the plants, This experiment shows, what a hardy
lant this is; but, I must caution the reader againsta
lief, that it is either desirable or prudent to put
this quality to so severe a test. There is no necessity
Afor it, in general; and, indeed, the rule is, that the
,;h;rter time the plants are out of the ground the
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77. Bat, as to the business of transplanting, there

one very material observation to make. The ground
ought to be as fresh; that is to say, as recentiy moved
by the plough, as possible; and that for the reasons
before stated. The way I go on is this: m land is
put up into ridges, as described under the of Man-
ner ajp sowing. This is done before-hand, several days ;
or, it may be, a week or more. When we have our
plants and hands all ready, the ploughman begins, and
turns in the ridges: that is to say, ploughs the ground
back again, so that the top of the new-ploughed ridge
stands over the place where the channel, or gutter, or
deep furrow, was, before he began. As soon as he has
finished the first ridge, the planters plant it; while he is
j}]oughiug the second: and so on thmm:ghuut‘_ the field.
hat this is not a very tedious process the reader needs
only to be told, that, in 1816, 1} had ~two acres of
Ruta Baga planted in this way; and I think I had more
than fifty thousand bushels. A smart hand will plant
half’ an acre a-day, with a girl or a boy to drop the
's]antsfur him. I had a man, who planted an .acre a
ay many a time. Bat, supposing that a quarter of an
acre is a day’s work, what are four days’ work, when
put in competion with the value of an acre of this in-
-valuable root? Aund what farmer is there, who has
~common industry, who would grudge to bend his own
back iglzzt or twelve days, for the sake of keeping all
‘his stock through the Spring months, when dry food is
loathsome to them, and when grass is by nature denied ?
78. Observing well what has been said about earth
perfectly fresh, and never forgetting this, let us now talk
about the act of planting ; the mere mechanical opera-
tion of putting the plant into the ground. We have a
selting-stick which should be the top of a spade-handle
cut off, about ten inches below the eye, It must be
pointed smoothly ; and, if it be shod wi thin iron ; that
1s to say, covered with an iron sheath, it will work more
muothf‘;r, and do its business the better, At any rate
tﬁf int should be nicel;;fnuothad, and wahffl,d the

- whole of the tool. The planting is performed like that
of cabbage-plants; but, as fm!fare met with very few
persons, out of the market gardens, and gentlemeén’s
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in Enfla‘nd, who knew how to plant a cab-
mfant, so I am led to suppose, that very few, com-
paratively speaking, know how to plant a turnip-plant.
79. You constantly hear people say, that they wait
for @ shower, in order to put out their cabbage-plants,
Never was there an error more general or more com-
in all its parts. Instead of rainy weather being
‘best time, it is the very worst time, for this business
of transplantation, whether of cabbages or of any thing
else, from a lettuce-plant to an apple-tree. 1 have
proved the fact, in scores upon scores of instances. The
first time that I had any experience of the matter was
in the planting out of a plot of cabbages in my garden
at Wikmingtor in Delaware. I planted in dry weathet,
and, as I had always done, in such cases, I watered the
plants heavily ; but, being called away for some pur-
pose, I left one row unwalered, and it happened, that it
so continued without my observing it till the next day.
The sun had so completely scorched it by the next
ight, that when I repeated my watering of the rest, 1
it, as being unworthy of my care, intending to plant
some other thing in the ground occupied by this dead
row. But, in a few days, I saw, that it was not dead.
It grew soon afterwards; and, in the end, the cab-
Mﬁ of my dead row were not only larger, but earlier
in loaving, than any of the rest of the plot.
~80. The reason is this: if plants are Eut into wet
earth, the setting-stick squeezes the earth up against
the tender fibres in a mortar-like state. 'The sun comes
and bakes this mortar into a sort of glazed clod. The
hole made by the stick is also a smooth sided hole,
which refains its form, and presents, on every side, an
impenetrable substance to the fibres. In short, such as
the hole is made, such it, in a great measure, remains,
and the roots are cooped up in this sort of weli, instead
of having a free course left them to seek their food on
every si Besides this, the fibres get, from being wet
when planted, into a small compass. They all cling
about the tap-root, and are stuck on to it by the wet
dirt; in which state, if a hot sun follow, they are all
baked together in a lump, and cannof stir. .On the
contrary, when put into ground wmwet, the reverse of
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all this takes place; and the fresh earth will, under any
sun, supply moisture in quantity sufficient. :
81. Yet in July and gugust, both in England and
America, how many thousands and thousands are wait-
ing for a shower to put out their plants! And then,
when the long-wished-for shower comes, they must plant
upon stale ground, for they have it dug ready, as it
were, for the purpose of keeping them company in wait~
ing for the shower. Thus all the fermentations which
took place upon the digging, is gone; and, when the
lanting has once taken place, farewell to the spade!
or, it appears to be a privilege of the Indian corn to
receive something like good u t}gfu:‘er being planted,
It is very strange that it should have been thus, for
what reason is there for other plants not enjoying a si-
milar benefit? The reason is, that they will produce
something without it; and the Indian corn will posi~
tively produce nothing; for which the Indian corn is
very much to be commended. As an instance of this
effect [of deeply moving the earth between growing
crops, I will mention, that, in the month of Juneﬁ:r!rﬁ"
on the 26th of that month, a very kind neighbour of
mine, in whose garden I was, eﬂuwed me a plot of
Green Savoy Cabbages, which he had planted in some
gound as rich as ground could be. He had planted
em about three weeks before; and they appeared
very fine indeed, In the seed bed, from which Egahad
taken his plants, there remained about a Aundred ; but,
as they had been left as of no use, they had drawn each
other up, in company with the weeds, till they were
about eighteen inches high, having only a starved leaf
or two upon the top of each. I asked my neighbour to
give me these plants, which he readily did ; huthegfed
me not to plant them, for, he assured me, that they
would come to nothing. Indeed, they were a mgtgzﬁ
lot; but, I had no plants of my own sowing more
two inches high. 1, therefore, took these plants and
dug some ground for them between some rows of scarlet
blossomed beans, which mount upon poles. I cuta
stick on purpose, and put the plants very deep into the
gromnd. My beans came off in August, and then the
ground was well dug between the rows of cabbages.
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In September, mine had far surpassed the prime plants
of my neighbour. And, in the end I believe, that ten
of my cabbages would have weighed @ hundred of his,
leaving out the stems in both cases. But, his had
remained uncultivated after planting. The ground,
battered down by successive rains, had become hard
as a brick. All the stores of food had been locked up,
and lay in a dormant state. There had been no re-
newed fermentations, and no exhalations.

82. Having now said what, I would fain hope, will
convince every reader of the folly of waiting for a
shower in order to transplant plants of any sort, I will
now s of the mere act of planting, more particu-
larly than I have hitherto spoken.

83. The hole is made sufficiently deep ; deeper than
the length of the root does really require; but, the
root should not be bent at the point, if 1t can be avoid-
ed. Then, while one hand holds the plant, with its
root in the hole, the other hand applies the setting-
stick to the earth on one side of the hole, the stick being
held in such a way as to form a sharp triangle with the
plant. Then pushing the stick down, so that its point
goes a little deeper than the point of the root, and giving
it a little fwist, it presses the earth against the point, or
bottom of the root. And thus all is safe, and the plant
is sure (o grow. :

'84. The general, and almost universal fault, is, that
the planter, when he has put the root into the hole,
draws the earth up against the upper part of the root
or stem, and, if he presses pretty welfthere, he thinks
that the planting is well done. But, it is the point of
the root, against which the earth ought to be pressed,
for there the fibres are; and, if they do not fouch the
earth closely, the plant will not thrive. The reasons
have been given in paragraphs 51 and 52, in speaking
of the sowing of seeds. Itis the same in all cases of
transplanting or planting. Trees, for instance, will be
sure to grow, if you sift the earth, or pulverise it very
finely, and place it carefully and closely about the
roots. When we plant a tree, we see all eovered by
tumbling in the earth; and, it appears whimsical to
suppose, that the earth does no# fouck all the roots.
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But, the fact is, that unless great pains be taken, there
~ will be many cavities in the hﬂYﬁ where the tree is
planted ; and, in whatever places the earth does not
closely touch the root, the root will mould, become can=
kered, and will lead to the producing of a poor tree.
85. When I began transplanting in fields in Eng=
land, I had infinite difficulty in making my planters|
attend to the directions, which I have here given. « The
point of the stick to the point of the root!” was my
constant éry. As I could not be much with my work-
people, Iused, in order totry whether they had planted
properly, to go after them, and now-and-then take
the tip of a leaf between my finger and thumb. If the
plant resisted the pull, so as for the bit of leat to come
away, I was sure that the plant was well fixed ; but,
if the pull brought up the plant out of the ground ; them
I was sure, that the planting was not well done. After
the first field or two, I had no trouble. My work was as
well done, as if the whole had been done by myself.
My planting was done chiefly by young women, each
of whom would plant half an acre a day, and their pay
was ten-pence sterling a day. 'What a shame, then, for
any man to shrink at the trouble and labour of such a
matter ! Nor, let it be imagined, that these young wo-
men were poor, miserable, ragged, squalid creatures.
They were .Lust the contrary. On a Sunday they ap-
peared in their white dresses, and with silk umbrellas
over their heads. Their constant labour afforded the
means of dressing well, their early rising and exercise
gave them health, their habitual cleanliness and neat-
ness, for which the women of the South of England are
so justly famed, served to aid in the completing of their
appearance, which was that of fine rosy-cheeked coun-
try-girls, fit to be the helpmates, and not the burdens,
of their future husbands, -
86. Bat, at any rate, what can be szid for a man that
thinks too much of such a piece of labour ! The earth
is always grateful ; but it must and will have something
to be grateful for. As far as my little experience has
enabled me to sEeak, I find no want of willingness to
learn in any of the American workmen. Ours, in Eng=
{and, are apt fo be very obstinate, especially if gets
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ing a little old. They do not like to be taught any
hing. They say, and they think, that what their fathers
lid was best. To tell them, that it was your affair, and
not theirs, is nothing. To tell them, that the loss, if
my, will fall upon you, and not upon them, has very
ittle weight. They argue, that, they being the real
loers, ought to be the best judges of the mode of doing.
And, indeed, in most cases, they are, and go about this
vork with wonderful skill and judgment. But, then, it
s so difficult to induce them cordially to do any thing
rew, or anit::ld thing in a new way ; and the abler they
wre as workmen, the more untractable they are, and the
more difficult to be persuaded that any one knows any
hing, relating to farming affairs, better than they do.
t was this difficulty that made me resort to the employ-
ment cf young women in the most important part of my
arming, the providing of immense quantities of cattle-
ood. But I do not find this difﬁmﬂty here, where no
vorkmen are obstinate, and where, too, all one’s neigh-
»ours rejoice at one’s success, which is by no means the
:ase amongst the farmers in England.

87. Hayving now given instructions relative to the
usiness of ¢ransplanting of the Ruta Baga, let us see,
vhether it be not preferable to either the ridge-sowing
nethod, or the broad-cast method.

88. In the first place, when the seed is sown on the
rround where the plants are to eome to perfection, the
sround, as we have seen in cFaragra.ph 40 and para-
raph 47, must be prepared early in June, at the
atest; but, in the transplanting method, this work may
e put off, if need be, till early in August, as we have
.een in paragraphs 74 and 75. However, the best time
or transplanting is about the 26th of July, and this
rives a month for preparation of land, more than is
lowed in the sowing methods. 'This, of itself, is a
m matter ; but, there are others of far greater im-

rtance.
89. This transplanted crop may follow another crop
m the same land. Barly cabbages will loave and be

wway ; early peas will be ripe and off'; nay, even wheat,
md all grain, except buck-wheat, may succeeded
'y Ruta Baga transplanted. I had crops to succeed
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Potaioes, Kidney Beans, White Peas, Onions, and
even Indian Corn, gathered to eat green; and the
reader will please to bear in mind, that I did not sow,

or plant, any of :r% rst crops, just mentioned, till the
month of June. at might a man do, then, whois
in a state to begin with his first crops as soon as he

pleases ? Who has his land all in order, and his ma-

nure ready to be applied.

90. Another great advantage of the transplanting
method is, that it saves almost the whole of the after-
culture. There is no hoeing ; no thinning of the plants;
and not more than one ploughing between the rid

This is a great consideration, and should always be
thought of, when we are talking of the trouble of trans-
planting. The turnips which I have mentioned in pa-

ragraphs 72,and 78 had no after-culture of any sort;

for they soon spread the ground over with their leaves;
and, indeed, after July, very few weeds made their
apgeamnce. The season for there coming up is passed;
an

, as eve?' farmer well knows, if there be no weeds
up at the end of July, very few will come that summer.

91. Another advantage of the transplanting  method
is, that you are sure that you have your right number
of plants, and those regularly placeii For in spite of
all you can do in sowing, there will be deficiencies
and irregularities. The seed may not come up, in some
places. The plants may, in some places, be destroyed
i their infant state. They may, now and then, be cut
off with the hoe. The best plants may sometimes be
cut up, and the inferior plants left to grow. And,in
the broad-cast method, the irregularity and uncertainty
must be obvious to every one. None of these injurious
consequences can arise in the transplanting method.
Here, when the work is once well done, the crop is cer-
tain, and all cares are at an end.

92, Intaking my leave of this part of my treatise, I
must observe, that it is useless, and, indeed, unjust, for
any man to expect success, unless he attend to the thing
himself, at least, till he has made the matter perfectly
familiar to his work-people. To neglect any part of
the business is, in fact, to neglect the whole; just as
much as neglecting to put up one of the sides of a build-
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ing, is to neglect the whole building. Were it a matter
n?triﬂing moment, personal attention might be dis-
ed with ; but, as [ shall, I think, clearly show, this
'a matter of very great moment to every farmer. The
object is, not merely to get roots, but to get them of a
e size; for, as I shall show, there is an amazing
ifference in this. And, large roots are not to be gotten
without care, which, by the by, costs nothing. Besides,
the care bestowed in obtaining this crop, removes all
the million of cares and vexations of the Spring
months, when bleatings everlasting din the farmer al-
most out of his senses, and make him ready to knock
the brains out of the clamourous flock, when he ought
to feel pleasure in the filling of their bellies.

93. Having now done with the different modes of
cropping the’ground with Ruta Baga, I will, as I pro-
posed in paragraph 49, speak about the preparation of
the land generally ; and in doing this, I shall suppose
the land to have horne a good crop of wheat the pre-

ing year, and, of course, to be in good heart, as we
call it in England. | .

94. I would plough this ground in the fall into ridges
four feet asunder. The ploughing should be ver
deep, and the ridges well laid up. In this situation it
wmﬂd, by the successive frosts and thaws, be shaken
and broken fine as powder by March or April. In
April, it should he turned back; always ploughing

. A crop of weeds would be well set upon it by
the first of June, when they should be smothered by
another turning back. Then, about the third week in
June, I would carry in my manure, and fling it along
on the trenches or furrows. After this 1 would follow
the turning hack for the sowing, as is directed in para-
gra:ll:h 50. Now, here are four ploughings. And what
is the cost of these ploughings? My man, a black man,
a native of this Island, ploughs, with his pair of oxen
and no driver, an acre and e half a day, and his oxen
keep their flesh extremely well upon the refuse of the
Ruta Baga which I send to market. What is the cost
then ! And, what a fine state the grass is thus brought
into! A very different thing indeed is it to plough hard
ground, from what it is hii] plough ground in this fine,
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broken state. Besides, every previous ploughing, es- |
pecialfy deep ploughing, is equal to a seventh part of
an ordinary coat of manure. :
95. In the broad-cast method I would give the same
number of previous ploughings, and atthe same seasons i
of the year, I would spread the manure over the ground
just before I pluugheg it for sowing. Then, when T
ploughed for the sowing, 1 would, if I had only one
pair of oxen, plough about half an acre, harrow the
ground, sow it immediately, and roll it with a light
roller, which a little horse might draw, in order to press
the earth about the seeds, and cover them too. '.lfl}lreﬁ--
need be no harrowing after sowing. We never do it
in England. The roller does all very completely, and,
the sowing upon the fresh earth will, under any sun,
furnish the moisture sufficient. Ionce sowed, on ridges,
with a Bexxerr's drill, and neither harrowed nor reolled
nor used any means at all of covering the seeds; and
yet I had plenty of plants and a very fine cro of tur-
nips. I sowed a piece of white turnips, broad-cast, at
Hyde Park, last summer, on the eleventh of August,
which did very well, though neither harrowed nor
rolled after being sown. But, in both these cases, there
came rain directly after the sowing, which battered
down the seeds ; and which rain, indeed, it was, which
prevented the rolling ; for, that cannot take place when
the ground is wet ; because, then, the earth will adhere
to the roller, which will go on growing in size like a
rolling snow-ball. To harrow after the sowing is sure
to do mischief. We always bury seeds too deep ; and,
in the operation of harrowing, more than half the seeds
of turnips must be destroyed, or rendered useless. H
a seed lies beyond the proper depth, it will either
remain in a quiescent state, until sorie movement of
the earth bring it up to the distance from the surface,
which will make it vegetate, or, it will vegetate, and
come up later than the rest of the plants. It will be
feebler also ; and it will never be equal to a plant, whie
‘has come from a seed near the surface. --;1
96. Before I proceed further, it may not be amis:eg
say something more respecting the burying of seed,
though it may here be rather out of place. ~Seeds bu-



Chap. I1.] Rura BacAa cvLTUuRE. 75

igd below their proper depth, do not come up; b
A - of them arg uﬁ quugh to the.surfacef}snmﬁ
times, to vegetate, without coming up; and then they
ie. This 1s the case, in many instances, with more
than one half of the seed that 1s sown. But, if seeds
e huried so deep, that they do not even vegetate, then
“do not die; and this is one cause, though not the
- cause, of our wondering to see weeds come up,
here we are sure that no seeds have fallen for many
years. At every digging, or every ploughing, more or
feaa of the seeds, that have formerly been buried, come
up near the surface; and then they vegetate. I have
seen many instances in proof of this fact; but, the par-
m instance on which 1 found the positiveness of
my assertion, was in Parsnip seed. 1t is a very deli-
cate seed. It will, if beat out, keep only one year. 1
1ad a row of fine seed parsuips in my garden, many of
the seeds of which fell in the gathering. The ground

s dug, in the fall ; and, when 1 saw it full of par-
snips in the Spring, 1 only regarded this as a proof, that
parsnips might be sown in the fall, though I have since

QFQCE that it is a very bad practice. The ground was

lug again, and again for several successive years; and
lheg? was always a crop of parsnips, without a grain of
seed ever having been sown on if. But lest any one
uld take it into his head, that this is a most delight-
~way of saving the trouble of sowing, Iought to state,

at the parsnips coming thus at random, gave me a

reat deal more labour, than the same crop would
m given me inthe regular way of sowing. Eesides,
the fall is not the time to sow, as my big and white
parsnips, now selling in New York market, mgy clearly
show ; seeing that they were sown in June! And yet,
people are flocking to the Western Countries in search

f rich land, while thousands of acres of such land as

occupy are lying waste in Long Island, within three
rs’ drive of the all-consuming and incessantly increas-
city of New York!

97. 1 have now spoken of the preparation of the land
for the reception of seeds. As to the preparation in
the case of trapsplantation, it might be just the same
as for the sowing on l:is_lg% zﬂm-'hﬂr@ might, in. this
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case, be one more previous ploughing, alwiys taking
care to plough in dry weather, which is an observation
1 ought to have made before. ik

98, But, why should not the plants, in this case, suc=

ceed some other good crop, as mentioned before? I |
sowed some early peas (brought from England) on the |
ond of June. I harvested them, quite ripe and hard,

on the 31st of July; and I had very fine Ruta Baga,
some weighing six pouuds each, after the peas. How
little is known of the powers of this soil and climate!
My potatoes were of the kidney sort, which, as every
one knows, is not an early sort. - They were planted
on the 2nd of June; an theBy were succeeded by a
most abundant crop of Ruta a. And, the manure
for the peas and potatoes serve for the Ruta Baga
also. In surve:,rin%l my crops and feeling grateful to
the kind earth and the glorious sun that roduce these,
10 me, most delightful objects, how often have I turned,
with an aching heart, towards the ill-treated English=
men, shut up in dungeons by remorseless tyrants, while
not & word had been uttered in their defence by, and
while they were receiving not one cheering visit, or
comforting word from, Sie Francis Burperr, who
had been the great immediate cause of their incar-
ceration ! '
99. As to the quantity and sort of manure to be used
in general, it may be the same as for a sowing of rye,
or of wheat. I should perfer ashes; but, my
crops in England were on yard-dung, first thrown into
a heap, and afterwards turned once or twice, in the
‘usual manner as practised in England. At Hyde Park
1 had ndthing but rakings up about the yard, , &e.
s described before, What I should do, and what I
shall do this year, is, to make ashes out of dirt, or earth,
«of any sort, not very stony. Nothing is so easy as this,
especially in this fine climate. 1 see people go with
their wagons five miles for soaper’s ashes ; that is to say,
ispent ashes, which they El;]rchase at the landing place
(for they come to the island in vessels) at the rate of
~bout five dollars for forty bushels. 'Add the expense
of land-carriage, and the forty bushels do not cost less

than Zen dollars. 1am of opinion, that, by the burning
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of earth, as much manure may be got up on the land
for half a dollar. T made an experiment last summer,
‘which convinces me, that, if the spent ashes be received
as a gift at three miles’ distance of land-carriage, they
are not a gift worth accepting. But, this experiment
'was upon a small scale ; and, therefore, I will not now
speak positively on the subject.

'100. I am now preparing to make a perfect trial of
these ashes. I have just ploughed up a piece of ground,,
in which, a few years ago, Indian Corn was planted,
and produced, as I am assured, only stalks, and those
not more than two feet high. The ground has, every

ear since, borne a crop of weeds, rough grass, and

iars, or brambles. The piece is about ten acres.
intend to have Indian corn on it; and, my manure
shall be made on the spot, and consist of nothing but
burnt earth. If 1 have a decent crop of Indian corn
on this land so manured, it will, I think, puzzle my
good neighbours to give a good reason for tEeir going
five miles for spent ashes.

101. Whether I succeed, or not, I will give an ac-
count of my experiment. This I know, that I, in the
year 1815, burnt ashes, in one heap, to the amount of’
about two hundred English cart-loads, each load hold-
ing about forty bushels. I should not suppose, that
the burning cost me more than five dollars; and there
they were upon the spot, in the very field, where they
were used. As to their effect, I used them for the
transplanted Ruta Baga and Mangel Wurzel, and they
produced full as great an effect as the yard-dung used
on the same land. This process of burning earth into
ashes, without suffering the smoke to escape, during any
part of the process, is a discovery of Irisk origin. It
was pointed out to me by Mr. WitLiam GauNrLETT
of Winchester, late a Commissary with the army in
Spain. To this gentleman I also owe, England owes,
and I hope America will owe, the best sort of hogs, that
are, I believe, in the world. I was wholly unacquainted
Liffl Mr. G‘AUNTLEET, till the SEmmer of 11?15, when,

ing to pass by my farm, he saw my hogs, cows,
&e. P:nnd, gwheﬁ he gamg by my house he called, and
told me, that he had observed, that I wanted only a
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good sort of hogs, to make my stock complete, I thought,
that I already had the finest in England; and I cers |
tainly had a very fine breed, the father of which, with
legs not more than about six inches long, weighed, when
he was killed, fwenty-seven score, according to our |
Hampshire mode of stating hog-meat weight ; or, five :
hundred and forty pounds. This breed has been fashe -
ioned by Mr. Woons of Woodmancut in Sussex, who |
has been, I believe, more than twenty years about it.
I thought it perfection itself; Wut, Iwas obliged to con- .
fess, that Mr. GaunrtLETT’S Surpassed it. §

102. Of the earth burning I will give an account in |
my next Part of this work. Nothing is easier of per-
gnnnanee; and the materials are every where to be:
found. - {4

103. I think, that I have now pretty clearly given
an account of the modes of sowing, and planting, and |
cultivating the Ruta Baga, and of the preparation of|
the land. = It remains for me to speak of the time and!
manner of harvesting, the quantity of the ecrop, and of]
the uses of, and the mode a:_ug applying the crop.

Time and Manner 'af Harvesting.

104. This must depend, in some measure, upon the !
age of the turnip ; for, some will have their full growth
earlier than others; that is to say, those, which are:
sown first, or transplanted first, will be 2ipe before!
those which are sown, or transplanted latest. I have:
made ample experiments as to this matter; and I will,
as in former cases, first relate what I did; and then|
give my opinion as to what ought to be done. A

105. TEis was a concern in which I could have no |
knowledge last fall, never having seen any turnips:
harvested in America, and knowing, that, as to Ame-.
rican frosts, English experience was only likely to|
mislead ; for, in England, we leave the roots standi l
in the ground all the winter, where we feed them off’
with sheep, which scoop them out to the very bottom ;|
or we pull them as we want them, and bring them in o |
give to fatting oxen, to cows, or hogs. I had a great|
opinion of the hardiness of the Ruta Baga, and was|
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resolved to £y it here, and I did try it upon too large

a scale.
- 106. I began with the piece, the first mentioned in
paragraph 46; a part of them were taken up on the
E:h of December, after we had had some pretty hard
sts. The manmer of doing the work was this. We took
g the turnips merely by pulling them. The greens had
en cnt off and given to cattle bhefore. It required a
pade, however, just to loosen them along the ridges,
into which their tap-roots had descended very deeply.
We dug holes at convenient distances, of a square form,
and about a foot deep. We put into each hole about
fifty bushels of turnips, LFiling them up above the level
of the surface of the land, in a sort of pyramidical form,
When the heap was made, we scattered over it about
a truss of rye-straw, and threw earth over the whole to
a thickness of about a foot, taking care to point the co-
vering at top, in order to keep out wet.
- 107. Thus was a small part of the piece put up.
The 14th of December was « Sunday, a day that I
can find no Gospel precept for devoting to the throwing
away of the fruit ulP one’s labours, and a day which I
never will so devote again. Howeyer, 1 ought to have
been earlier. On the Monday it rained. -On the
Monday night came a sharp North-Wester with its
isual companion, at this season ; that is fo say, a sharp
frost. Resolved to finish this piece on that day, T bor- .
rowed hands from my neighbours, who are always
ready to assist one another. We had about two acres
and ‘a half to do; and it was necessary to employ about
one half of the hands to go before the pullers and loosen
the turnips with a spade in_the frosty ground. About
ten o’clock, | saw, that we should not finish, and there
was every appearance of a hard frost at night. In
order, therefore, to expedite the work, I called in the
aid of those efficient fellow-labourers, a pair of oxen,
which, with a good Et}‘ﬁ}]‘ll? plough, going up ore side of
each row of turnips, took a way the earth close to the
Eﬁhﬂ, left them bare on one side, and thus made it ex~

E_'m_é_ly easy to pull them up. We wanted spades no

T

r; all” our hands were emFlnyed tak the

ing up
tutnips ; and our job, instead of being hhllfnﬁﬂue that
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day, was completed by about two o’clock. Welland justly
ﬂit{ Moses order, that the ox should not be muzzled
while he was treading out the corn ; for, surely, no ani-
mals are so useful, so docile, so gentle as these, while
they require at our hands so little care and labour in
return !

108. Now, it will be observed, that the turnips here
spoken of, were put up when the ground and the tur-
nips were frozen. Yet they have kept perfectly sound
and good ; and I am preparing to plant some of them
for seed. I am now writing on the 10tk of April. 1
send off these turnips to market every week. The tops
and tails and offal I give to the pigs, to the ewes and
lambs, and to a cow, and to working oxen, which all
feed together upon this offal flung out ahout the barn-
yard, or on the grass ground in the orchard. Before
they have done, they leave not a morsel. But, of feed-
ing I shall speak by and by.

109. The other crop of turnips, I mean those which
were transplanted, as mentioned in paragraphs 72 and
78, and which, owing to their being planted so late in
the summer, kept on growing most luxuriantly till the
very hard frosts came. o

110. We were now got on to the 17th of December ;
and I had cabbages to put up. Saturday, Sunday, and
Monday, the 21st and 22nd and 23rd, we had a
hard frost, as the reader, if he live on this island, will .
well remember. There came a thaw afterwards, and
the transplanted turnips were put up like the others;
but this hard frost had pierced them too deeply, espe-
cially as they were in so tender and luxuriant a state,
Many of these we find rotted near the neck ; and, upon
the whole, they have suffered a loss of about one half.
An acre, left to take their chance in the field, turned
out, like most of the games of hazard, a total loss. They
were all rotted. :

111, This loss arose wholly from my want of suffi-
cient experience. I was anxious to neglect no neces-
sary precaution ; and I was fully impressed, as I always
am, with the advantages of being early. But, early in
Deean}ber, I lost a week at New York ; and, though
i worried my neighbours half to death to get at a know-
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ledge of the time of the hard weather setting in, I could
obtain no knowledge, on which I could r:fy, the seve=
ral accounts being so different from each other. The
general account was, that there would be no very hard
weather till after Christmas. I shall know better ano-
ther time! Major CarTwricHT says, in speaking of
the tricks of English Boroughmongers, at the *“ G'lorious
Revolution,” that they will never be able to play the
same tricks again ; for that nations, like rational indi-
viduals, are not deceived fwice in the same way.

112. Thus have I spoken of the time and manner of
harvesting, as they took place with me. And, surely,
the expense is a mere trifle. Two oxen and four men
would t two acres in any clear day in the latter
end of November; and thus is this immense crop har-
vested, and covered completely, for about two dollars
and a half an acre. It is astonishing, that this is never
done in England! For, though it is generally said,
that the Ruta Baga will stand any weather ; I know, by
experience, that it will not stand any weather. The
winter of the year 1814, that is to say, the months of
January and February, were very cold, and a great
deal of snow fell ; and, in a piece of twelve acres, I
had, in the month of March, two thirds of the turnips
completely rotten ; and these were amongst the finest
that I ever grew, many of them weighing twelve pounds
each. Besides, when taken up in dry weather, before
the freezings and thawings begin, the dirt all falls off;
and the bulbs are clean and nice to be given to cat-
tle or sheep in the stalls or yards. For, though we
in general feed off these roots upon the land with sheep,
we cannot, in deep land, always do it. The land is
too wet; and particularly for ewes and lambs, which
are, in such cases, brought into a piece of pasture land,
or into a fold-yard, where the turnips are flung down
to them in a dirty state, just carted from the field. And,
‘again, the land 1s very much injured, and the labour
augmented, by carting when the ground is a sort of
mud-heap, or rather, pool. All these inconveniences
‘and injuries would be avoided by harvesting in a dry
day in November, if such a day should, by an acci-
dent, be found in England l‘i' but, why not do the work

o -
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in October, and sow wheat, at once, in the land ? More
on this after-cropping, another time. - )
113. In Long Island, and throughout the United
States, where the weather is so fine in the fall; where
every day, from the middle of Octeber to the end of |
November (except a rainy day about once in 16 days),
is as fair as the fairest May-day in England, and where
such a thing as a water-furrow in a field was never
heard of; in such a soil as this, and under such a cli- |
ma e as this, there never can arise any difficulty in the
way of the harvesting of turmips in proper time. [
should certainly do it in November; for, as we have
seen, a little frost does not affect the bulbs at all. T
would put them in when perfectly dry ; make my heaps
of about fifty bushels ; and, when the frosts approached,
I mean the Aard frosts, I would cover with corn-stalks, .
or straw, or cedar boughs, as many of the heaps as I
. thought I should want in January and February; for,
these coverings would so break the frost, as to enable
me to open the heaps in those severe months. Itis
useless and inconvenient to take into barns, or éut-
houses, a very large quantity at a time. Besides, if
left uncovered, the very hard frosts will do them harm.
To be sure, this is easily prevented, in the barn, by
throwing a little straw over the hé&{;[']); but, being, by
the means that I have pointed out, always kept ready
in the field, to bring in a larger quantity than is used
in a week, or thereabhouts, would be wholly untiecessary,
besides being troublesome from the great space, which
would thus be occupied. % : |
114. It is a great advantage in the cultivation of this
crop, that the sowing, or transplanting time, comes
after all the spring grain and the Indian Corn are safe
Jin the ground, and before the harvest 6f grain begins;
and then again, in the fall, the taking up of the roots
comes after the grain and corn, and buck-wheat har-
vests, and even atter the sowing of the winter grain. In
short, it seems to me, that the cultivation of this érop,
in this country, comes, as it were expressly, to fill up
the unemployed spaces of the farmer’s time ; but, if he
prefer standing with ‘arms folded, ﬂlmni these spaces
iemselves half

of time, and hearing his flock bleat
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to death in March and April, or have no flock, and

scarcely any cattle or hogs, raise a few loads of yard-
dung, and travel five miles for ashes,and buy them dear
the end of the five miles; if he prefer t{ese, then,

certainly, I shall have written on this subject in vain,
Quantity of the Crop.

115, It is impossible for me to say, at present, what
quantity of Ruta Baga may be grown on an acre of
and in this Island. ﬁly three acres of ridged turnips,
sown on the 26th of June, were very unequal, but, upon
one of the acres, there were siz hundred and forty bush-
els ; 1 mean heaped bushels; that is to say, an English
statute bushel heaped as long as the commodity will lie
on. The transplanted turnips yielded about four hun-
dred bushels to the acre; but then, observe, they were
put in a full month too late. This year, I shall make
a fair trial.
_ 116. I have given an account of my raising, upon
five acres in one field, and twelve acres in another
field, one thousand three hundred and twent bushels
{o an acre, throughout the seventeen acres. { have no
doubt of equalling that quantity on this Island, and
that, too, upon some of its poorest and most exhausted
land. They tell me, indeed, that the last summer was
a remarkably fine summer; so they said at Botley,
when 1 had my first prodigious crop of Ruta Baga.
his is the case in all the pursuits of life. The mo-
ment a man excels those, who ought to be able and
willing to do as well as he ; that moment, others set to
waork to discover causes for his success, other than those
proceeding from himself. But, as I used to tell my
neighhours at Butl;ly, they have had the same seasons
that I have had. Nothing is so impartial as weather.
As long as this sort of observation, or inquiry, proceeds
from a spirit of emulation, it may be treat with great
indulgence ; but, when it discovers a spirit of enwy, it
becomes detestable, and especially in affairs of a%n-
culture, where the appeal is made to our common Fa-
vent, and where no man’s success can be imjurious to
his neighbour, while it must be a benefit to his country,
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or the country in which the success takes place. I
must, however, say, and I say it with feelings of great

pleasure, as well as from a sense of justice, that I have
observed in the American farmers no envy of the kind =
alluded to ; but, on the country, the greatest satisfac-

tion, at my success; and not the least backwardness,
but great forwardness, to applaud and admire my mode
of cultivating these crops. Not so, in England, where
the farmers (generally the most stupid as well as most

slavish and most churlish part of the nation) envyall who

excel them, while they are too obstinate to profit from
the example of those whom they envy. Isay generally;
for there are many most honourable exceptions; and,
it is amongst that class of men that I have my dearest
and most esteemed friends; men of knowledge, of ex-
perience, of integrity, and of Euhlic-spirit, equal to that
of the best of Englishmen in the worst times of oppres-
sion. I would not exchange the friendship of one of
these men for that of all the Lords that ever were cre-
ated, though there are some of them very able and up-
right men, too.

117. Then, if I may be suffered to digress a little
further here, there exists, in England, an institution,
which has caused a sort of identity of agriculture with
politics. The Board of &gricuﬁure, established by

itt for the purpose of sending spies about the country,
under the guise of Agricultural surveyors, in order to
learn the cast of men’s politics as well as the taxable
capacities of their farms and property; this Board
gives no premium or praise to any but * loyal farmers,”
who are generally the greatest fools. I, for my part,
have never had any communication with it. It was
always an object of ridicule and contempt with me ;
but, I know this to be the rule of that body, which is,
in fact, only a little twig of the vast tree of corruption,
which stunts, and blights, and blasts, all that a

roaches its poisoned purlieu. This Board has for its
ge::retary, Mr. Artaur Youne, a man of ereat talents,
bribed from his good principles by this place of five
hundred pounds a year. But Mr. Youne, though a
most able man, is not always to be trusted. He is a
bold asserter; and very few of his statements proceed
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upon actual experiments. And, as to what this Board
has published, at the public expense, under the name
of Communications, 1 defy the world to match it as a
mass of illiterate, unintelligible, useless trash. The
only paper, published by this Board, that I ever thought
worth keeping, was an account of the produce from a
single cow, communicated by Mr. Cramr, the jail-
keeper of the Cmmt{ of Sussex; which contained ver
interesting and wonderful facts, properly authenticated,
and stated in a clear manner.

118. Artrur Youwxe is blind, and never attends the
Board. Indeed, sorrowful to relate, he is become a
religious fanatic, and this in so desperate a degree as
to leave no hope of any possible cure. In the pride of
our health anff strength, of mind as well as of body, we
little dream of the chances and changes of old age.
Who can read the * Travels in France, Spain, and
Italy,” and reflect on the present state of the admirable
writer's mind, without feeling some diffidence as to
what maiahappen to himself’!

119. Lorp Harpwickr, who is now the President
of the Board, is a man, not exceeding my negro, either
in experience or natural abilities. A parcel of court-
sycophants are the Vice-Presidents. Their committees
and correspondents are a set of justices of the peace,
nabobs become country-gentlemen, and parsons of the
worst description. And thus is this a mere political
job; a channel for the squandering of some thousands
a year of the people’s money upon worthless men, who
ought to be working in the fields, or mending ¢ His
Majesty’s Highways.”

120. Happily, politics, in this country, have nothin
to do with agriculture; and here, therefore, I think
have a chance to be fairly heard. = I should, indeed,
have been heard in England ; but, I really could neyver
bring myself to do any thing tending to improve the
estates of the oppressors ef my country; and the same
consideration now restrains me from communicatin
information, on the subject of timber trees, which woul
be of immense benefit to England; and which infor-
maation 1 shall reserve, till the tyranny shall be at an
end. Castlereagh, in the fullness of his stupidity, pro-
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posed, that, in order to find employment for “‘ the po- |

pulation,” as he insolently called the peaple of England,
e would set them to dig holes one day and fill them up
the next. I could tell him what to plant in the holes,

so as to benefit the country in an immense degree; but,

like the human body in some complaints, the nation _
would now be really injured by the communications
of what, if it were in a healthy state, would do it good,
add to its strength, and to all its means of exertion. |

121. To return from this digression, I am afraid of

o bad seasons. The drought, which is the great enemy
.to be dreaded in this country, I am quite prepared for.
Give me ground that I can plough ten or twelve inches
deep, and give me Indian corn spaces to plough in, and
no sun can burn me up. I have mentioned Mr, Cur-
weN’s experiment before ; or, rather Tyrr’s ; for he it
is, who made all the discoveries of this kind, Let any
man, just te try, leave half a rod of ground undug from

the month of May to that of October ; and another half
rod let him dig and break fine every ten or fifteen days.

Then, whenever there has been fifteen days of good

scorching sun, let him go and dig a hole in each. If

he does not find the hard ground dry as dust, and the
other moist ; then let him say, that I know nothing about
these matters. So erroneous is the common notion, that
ploughing in dry weather lets in the drought ! |
122. Of course, proceeding upon this fact, which I
state as the result of numerous experiments, I should,
if visited with long droughts, give one or two additional
ploughings between the crops when growing. That is
all ; and, with this, in Lnngg
_123. But, why need I insist upon this effect of plough-
ing in dry weather? Why need I insist on it in an
Indian corn country ? Who has not seen fields of Indian
corn looking, to-day, yellow and sickly, and, in four
days hence (the weather being dry all the while), look-
ing green and flourishing; and this wonderful effect
produced merely by the plough? Why, then, should
not the same effect always proceed from the same
cause ! The deeper you p uugﬂ, the greater the effect,
- however; for thereis a greater body of earth to exhale
from, and to receive back the tribute of the atmosphere.
Mr. Curwex tells us of a piece of cattle-cabbages, In

\

sland, I defy all droughts.

T it
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a very dry time in July, they looked so yellow and
blue, ihat he almost despaired of them. He sent in his
_ploughs ; and a gentleman, who had seen them when
Ee ploughs went in on the Monday, could scarcely be-
lieve his eyes when'he saw them on the next Saturday,
though it had continued dry all the week.

124, To perform these summer ploughings, in this
island, is really nothing. The earth is so light and in
such fine order, and so easily displaced and replaced.
I used one horse for the pm;ipnse, last summer, and a
very slight horse indeed. An ox is, however, better
for this work ; and this may be accomplished by the
use of a collar and two traces, or by a single yoke and
two traces, TULL recommends the latter ; and I shall
try it for Indian corn as well as for turnips.* Horses,

+ Since the above paragraph was written, I have made a
single-ox-yoke : and, I find it answer excellently well, Now,
my work is much shortened ; for, in forming ridges, two oxen
are awkward. They occupy a wide space, and one of them is
“obliged to walk upon the ploughed land, whieh, besides making
‘the ridge uneven at top, presses the ground, which is injurious.
For ploughing between the rows of turnips and Indian corn
also, what a great convenience this will be! An ox goes
steadier than a horse, and will plough deeper, without fretting
and without tearing ; and he wants neither karness-maker nor
groom, The plan of my yoke I took from TurL, I showed it
to my workman, who chopped off the limb of a tree, and made
the yoke in an hour. Itis a piece of wood, with two holes to
receive two ropes,abont three quarters of an inch in diameter.

" These traces are fastened into the yoke merely by a knot, which
prevents the ends from passing though the holes, while the
other ends are fastened to the two ends of a W iffle-tree, as it is
“called in Long Island, of a Wipple-tree as it is called in Kent,
_and of a Wippance, as it is called in Hampshire, ,Iam but a
poor draftsman; but, if the printer can find any thing to make
%ﬁe representation with, the following draft will clearly show

swhat I have meant to describé in words— _

When
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if they are strong enough, are not so steady as oxeny
whic_:g are more patient also, and with which you may
send the plough-share down without any of the fretting
and unequal pulling, or jerking, that you have to en~
counter with Eurses. And, as to the slow pace of the

0x, it is the old story of the tortoise and the hare. If

I had known, in England, of the use of oxen, what I
have been taught upon Long Island, I might have
saved myself some lqi‘-namilredtq. of pounds a year. I
ought to have followed TuLv in this as in all other parts
of his manner of cultivating land. But, in our country,
it is difficult to get a ploughman to look at an ox.. Iwn

this Island the thing is done so completely and soea*
sily, that it was, to me, quite wonderful to behold. To-
see one of these Long-Islanders going into the field, er’

orchard, at sun-rise, with his yoke in his hand, calf
his oxen by name to come and put their necks under
the yoke, drive them before him to the (Flnugh, Just
hitch a hook on to the ring of the yoke, and then, w:t.h-
out any thing except a single chain and the yoke, with
no reins, no halter, no traces, no bridle, no driver, set
to plough, and plough a good acre and a half in the day.
To see this would make an English farmer stare ; and

well it might, when he looked back to the ceremonious

and expensive business of keeping and managing a
plough-team in England. ‘
125. These are the means, which I would, and whiche

1 shall, use, to protect my crops against the effects of'a’
dry season. So that, as every one has the same mearis:

at his command, no one need to be afraid of drought.
Itis a bright plough-share that is always wanted much
more than the showers. With this culture there is no
fear of a crop; and though it amount to only five hun-
dred bushels on an acre, what crop is kalf so valuable ?

126. The bulk of crop, however, in the broad-cast,
or random method, may be materially affected by

When the corn (Indian) and turnips get to a size, sufficient:
%0 attract the appetite of the ox, you have only to put on a:

snnzzle. This is what Mr. TuLL did; for, thml;zh we ought: |

net to muzgle the ox *“ as he treadeth out the cory,” we may do-
it,ven for his ¢wn sake, amongst other considerations, when;

&ie.is assisting: ys. to bring the crop to perfection..
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drought ; for in that case, the plough cannot come to
ampgly the place of showers. e ground there will
be dry, and keep dry ina dry time; as in the case of
the supposed half rod of undug ground in the garden.
The weeds, too, will come and help by their roots, to
suck the moisture out of the ground. As to the hand-
hoeings, they may keep down weeds to be sure, and
theﬂy raise a trifling portion of exhalation; but, it is
trifling indeed. Dry weather, if of long continuation,
makes the leaves become of a bluish colour ; and, when
this is once the case, all the rain and all the fine wea-
ther in the world will never make the crop a good one ;
because the plough cannot move amidst this scene of
endless irregularity. This is one of the chief reasons
why the ridge method is best.

Uses of, and Mode of applying, the Crop.

127. Itis harder to say what uses this root may not
be put to, than what uses it may be put to, in the feed-
ing of animals. It is eaten greedily by sheep, horn-
cattle, and hogs, in its raw state. Boiled, or steamed,
(which is better), no dog that I ever saw will refuse it.
Poultry of all sorts will live upon it in its cooked state.
Some dogs will even eat it raw; a fact that I first be-
came acquainted with by perceiving my Shepherd’s
dog eating in the field along with the sheep. I have
two Spaniels that come into the barn and eat it now;
and yet they are both in fine condition. Some horses
will nearly live upon it in the raw state; others are not
so fond ol it,

128. Let me give an account of what I am doing now
(in the month of April) with my erop. .

129. It is not pretended, that this root, measure for
measure, is equal to Indian corn in the ear. Therefore,
as I can get Indian corn in the ear for half a dollar a
bushel, and, as I sell my Ruta Baga for half a dollar
a bushel at New York, I am very sparing of the use
of the latter for animals. Indeed, I use none at home,
except such as have been injured, as above-mentioned,
b¥ the delay in the harvesting. These damaged roots
I apply in tlze following manner, !
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130. Twice a dayI take about two bushels, and scatter
them about upon the grass for fifteen ewes with their
lambs, and a few wether sheep, and for seven stout
store pigs, which eat with them. Once a day I fling
out a parcel of the refuse that have been cut from the
roots sent to market, along with cab leaves and
stems, parsnips, fibres, and the like. Here the work-
ing oxen, hogs, cows, sheep, and fowls, all feed as they

lease. All these animals are in excellent condition.

he cow has no other food; the working oxen a lock
of hay twice a day; the ewes an ear of Indian corn
each; the pigs nothing but the roots; the fowls and
ducks and turkeys are never fed in any other way,
though they know how to feed themselves whenever there
is any thing good to be found above iround. _

131. 1 am weaning some pigs, which, as every one
knows, is an affair of milk and meal. 1 have neither.
{ give about three buckets of boiled Ruta Baga to scren
pigs every day, not having any convenience for steam-
mg ; two baits of Indian corn in the ear. - And, with
this diet, increasing the quantity with the growth of
the. pigs, I expect to turn them out of the sty fatter (it
that be possible) than they entered it. Now, if this fe
so, every farmer will say, that this is what never was
done before in America. We all know how important
a thing it is to wean a pig well. Any body can wean
them without snilk and meel; but, then, the pigs are
good for nothing, They remain three months after-
wards and never grow an inch; and they are, indeed,
not worth havine. To have milk, yon must have cows,
- and cows are vast consumers ! To have cows, you must
have female labour, which, in America, is a very pre-
cious commodity, You cannot have meal without
sharing in kind pretty liberal with the miller, besides
bestowing labour, however busy yon may be, to
carry the corn to mill and bring the meal back.
I am, however, speaking here of the pigs from my
English breed ; though r?am far from supposing that
the common pigs might not be weaned in the same way, h
132, Sows with young pigs I feed thus: boiled Ruta
Baga twice a day. About three ears of Indian corn
a piece twice a day. As much offal Ruta Baga raw
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as they will eat. Amongst this boiled Ruta Baga, the
st-liquor of the house goes, of course but, then, the
, I dare say, take care that the best shall fall to
their lot ; and as there are four of them pretty fat, their
share cannot be very small. Every one knows what
od food, how much meal and mill are necessary to
ws which have pigs. 1 have no milk, for my cow
has not vet ecalved. And, then, what a chance concern
this is; for, the sows may perversely kave pigs at the
time when the cows do not please to give milk; or,Ta=
ther, when they, poor things, without any fault of theirs,
are permitted to go dry, which never need be, and never
ought to be the case. Ihad a cow fonce that made
more than two pounds of butter during the week, and
had a calf on the Saturday night. Cows always ought
to be milked to the very day of their calving, and dur-
ing the whole time of their suckling their calves. But,
« sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Let us
leave this matter till another time. Having, however,
“accidentally mentioned cows, I will just observe, that
in the little publication of Mr. Craxe, mentioned above,
as having been printed by the Board of Agriculture, it
was stated and the proof given, that his single cow gave
him, clear profit, for several successive years, more
than fifty pounds sterling a year, or upwards of two
hundred and twenty dollars. This was clear profit;
reckoning the food and labour, and taking credit for the
calf, the butter, and for the skim-milk at a penny a
rt only. Mr. Crayp’s was a Sussex cow. Mli’ne
were of the Alderney breed. Little small-boned things;
but, two of my cows, fed upon three quarters of an
acre of grass ground, in the middle of my shrubbery,
and fastened to pins in the ground, which were shifted
twice a-day, mm?e three hundred pounds of butter from
the 28th of March to the 27th of June. Thisis a finer
eountry for cattle than' England; and yet, what do I see!
133 This difficulty about feeding sows with young
pigs and weaning pigs, is one of the greatest hinder-
ances to improvement; for, after all, what animal
produces flesh meat like the hog? Ap licable to all
uses, either fresh or salted, is the meat. ]i}ood in all its
various shapes. The animal killable at all ages.
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Quickly fatted. Good if half fat. Capable of sup=

]:_mrting an immense burden of fat. Demanding but
i

ttle space for its accommodation; and yet, if grain
and corn and milk are to be their principal food, dur-
ing their lives, they cannot multiply very fast; because
many upon a farm cannot be kept to much profit. But,
if, by providing a sufficiency of Ruta Baga, a hundred
pigs could be raised upon a farm in a year, and car-
ried on till fatting time, they would be worth, when
ready to go into the fatting sty, fifteen dollars each.
This would be something worth attending to; and the
farm must become rich from the manure. The Ruta
Baga, taken out of the heaps early in April, will keep
well and sound all the summer; and with a run in an
orchard, orin a grassy place, it will keep a good sort of
hog always in a very thriving, and even fleshy state.

134. This root, being called a furnip, is regarded as
a turnip, as a common turnip, than which nothing can
be mucﬁ less resembling it. The common turnip is a
very poor thing. The poorest of all the roots of the
bulb kind, cultivated in the fields; and the Ruta Baga,
all taken together, is, perhaps, the very best. It loses
none of its good qualities by being long kept, though
dry all the while. A neighbour of mine in I-Fanq:vsl:imr,F
having saved a large piece of Ruta Baga for seed, and
having, after harvesting the seed, accidently thrown
some of the roots into his yard, saw his hogs eat these
old roots, which had borne the seed. He gave them
some more, and saw that they ate them greedily. He,
therefore, went and bought a whole drove, in number
about forty, of lean pigs, of a good large size, brought
them into his yard, carted inthe roots of his seed Ruta

Baga, and, without having given the pigs a handful of

any other sort of food, sold out his pigs as fat porkers.
And, indeed, it is a fact well known, that sheep and
cattle, as well as hogs, will thrive upon this root after
it has borne seed, which is what, I believe, can be said
of no other root or plant, '

135. When we feed off our Ruta Baga in the fields,
in England, by sheep, there are small parts left by the
sheep: the shells which they have let}: after scooping
out the pulp of the bulh; the tap-root; and other little
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bits. These are picked out of the ground, and when
washed by the rain, other sheep follow and live upon
them. Or, in default of other sheep, hogs or cattle
are turned in in dry weather, and they leave not a
morsel.

- 186. Nor are the greens to be forgotten. In Eng-
land, they are generally eaten by the sheep, when they
are turned in upon them. When the roots are taken
up for uses at the home-stead, the greens are given to
store-pigs and lean cattle. I cut mine off, while the
roots were in the ground, and gave them fo fatti
cattle upon grass land, alternately with Indian corn in
the ear; and, in this way, they are easily and most
‘profitably applied, and they come too, just after the
grass is gone from the pastures. An acre produces
about four good wagon loads of greens; and they are
taken off fresh and fresh as they are wanted, and, at
the same time, the roots are thus made ready for going
‘at once, into the heaps. Pigs, sheep, cattle; all like
the greens as well as they do the roots. Try any of
them with the greens of white turnips; and, if they
touch them, they will have changed their natures, or,
at least, their tastes.

137. The Mangel Wurzel, the cabbage, the carrof,
and the parsnip, are all useful, and the latter, that is
to say, the parsnip, very valuable indeed; but the
main cattle-crop is the Ruta Baga. Even the white
turnip, if well cultivated, may be of great use ; and, as
it admits of being sown later, it may often be very de-
sirable to raise it. But reserving myself to speak fully,
in a future part of my work, of my experiments as to
these emps,}[) shall now make a short enquiry as to the
value of a crop of Ruta Baga, compared with the value
~of any other crop. I will just observe, in this place,
however, that I have grown finer carrots, parsnips, and
'Mangle Wurzel, and even finer cabbages, than I ever

‘grew upon the richest land in Hampshire, though not
a seed of any of them was put into the ground till the
month of June.

138. "A good mode, it appears to me, of making my
proposed comparative estimate, will be to say, how I
would proceed, supposing me to have a farm of my own
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in this island, of only one hundred acres. 1If there were:
not twelve acres of orchard near the house, I would
throw as much grass land to the orchard as would make

up the twelve acres, which 1 could fence in an effec-
tnal manner against small pigs as well as large oxen.

- 139. Having done this, I would take care to have
fifteen acres of good Indian corn, well planted, well
suckered, and well tilled in all respects. Good, deep.

longhing between the plants would give me forty

ushels of shelled corn to an acre; and a ton to the

acre of fodder for my four working oxen and three

cows, and my sheep and hogs, of which I shall speak
ently.

140. {wnuld have fwelve acres of Ruta Baga, three |
acres of early cabbages, an acre of Mangel Wurzel,
an acre of carrots and parsnips, and as many white tur-
nips as would grow between my rows of Indian corn'

er my last ploughing of that crop. |

141. With these erops, which would occupy thirty-
two acres of ground, I should not fear being able to
keep a good house in all sorts of meat, togethev with
butter and milk, and to send to market nine quarters
of beef and three hides, a hundred early fat lambs, a
hundred hogs, weighing twelve score, as we call it in
Hampshire, or, two hundred and forty pounds each,
and a hundred fat ewes. 'These altogether, would
amount to about three thousand dollars, exclusive of
the cost of a hundred ewes and of three oxen; I should -
hope, that the [i:mduee of my trees in the orchard and
of the other fifty-six acres of my farm would pay the
rent and the labour; for, as to faves, the amount is
not worth naming, especially after the sublime spec-
tacle of that sort, which the world beholds in England.

142. I am, you will perceive, not making any ac-
count of the price of Ruta Baga, cabbages, carrots,
parsnips, and white turnips at New York, or any other
market. 1 mow, indeed, sell carrots and parsnips at
three quarters of a dollar the hundred, by tale ; cab-
bages (of last fall) at about three dollars a hundred, and
white turnips at a quarter of a dollar a bushel. When
this can be done, and the distance is within twenty or
thirty miles on the best road in the world, it will, of

— ———
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course, be done; but, my calculations are built upon
a supposed consumption of the whole upon the farm by
animals of one sort or another.

- 143. My feeding would be nearly as follows. I
will begin with February, for, until then, the Ruta
Baga does not come to its sweetest taste. It is like an
apple, that must have time to ripen; but, then, it re-
tains its goodness much longer. T have proved, and
especially in the feeding of hogs, that the Ruta Baga
is never so good, till it arrives at a mature state. In
February, and about the first of that month, 1 should
begin bringing in my Ruta Baga, in the manner before
described. My three oxen, which would have been
brought forward by other food, to be spoken of by and
by, would be tied up in a stall looking into one of those
fine commodious barn’s floors which we have upon this
island. Their stall should be warm, and they should
be kept well littered, and cleaned out frequently.  The
Ruta Baga just-chopped into large pieces with a spade
or shovel, and tossed info the manger to the oxen at
the’ rate of about two bushels a day to each ox, would
make them completely fat, without the aid of corn, hay,
or any other thing. T should, probably, kill one ox at
Christmas, and, in that case, he must have had a longer
time than the others upon other food. If I killed one
of the two remaining oxen in the middle of March, and
the other on the first of May, they would consume 266
bushels of Ruta Baga.

144. My hundred ewes would begin upon Ruta
Baga at the same time, and, as my grass ground would
be only twelve acres until after hay-time, I shall sup-
pose them to be fed on this root till July, and they
will always eat it and thrive on it. They will eat
about eight pounds each, a day; so that, for 150 days
it would require a hundred and twenty thonsand pounds
weight, or two thousand four hundred bushels. |

145. Tourteen breeding sows to be kept all the year
round, would bring a hundred pigs in the spring, and
they and their pigs would, during the same 150 days,
consume much about the same quantity; for, though
the pigs would be small during these 150 days, yet
they eat a great deal more than sheep in proportion to
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their size, or rather bulk. However, as they would
eat very little during the first 60 days of their age, I have |
rather over-rated their consumption. |

146. Three cows and four working oxen would, dur-
ing the 150 days, consume about one thousand bushels, |
which, indeed, would be more than sufficient, because,
during a great part of the time, they would more than
half live upon corn-stalks; and, indeed, this, to a cer-
tain extent, would be the case with the sheep. How-
ever, as I mean that every thing should be of a good
size, and live well, 1 make ample provision.

147. I should want, then, to raise five hundred bushels
of Ruta Baga upon each of my twelve acres; and why
should I not do it, seeing that I have this year raised
stz hundred and forty bushels upon an acre, under cir-
cumstances such as Il have stated them ? I lay it down,
therefore, that, with a culture as good as that of Indian
.corn, any man may, on this island (where corn will
grow) have 500 bushels to the acre.

148. I am now come to the firsi of July. My oxen .
are fatted and disposed of. My lambs are gone to
market, the last of them a month ago. My pigs are
weaned and of a good size. And now my Ruta Baga is
gone. But my ewes, kept well through the winter, will
soon be fat upon the 12 acres of orchard and the hay-
ground, aided by m{' three acres of early cabbages,
which are now fit to begin cutting, or, rather, pulling
up. The weight of this crop ma{ be made very great
indeed. Ten thousand plants will stand upon an acre,
in four feet ridges, and every plant ought to weigh three

ounds at least. I have shewn before how advantage-
ously Ruta Baga transplanted would follow these cab-
bages, all through the months of July and August. But
what a crop of Bucﬁ{:-wkeat Wouﬁg follow such of ll]thnlst"-|
cabb as came off in July! cabbages, together
with'angfshay-ﬁelds and grain- eld{ after harvest, and
about forty or fifty wagon loads of Ruta Baga greens
would carry me along well till December (the cabbages.
being planted a different times) ; for my ewes would
sold %Bt in July, and my pigs would be only increasing in |
demand for food ; and lge.new hundred ewes need not,
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and ought not, to be kept so well as if they were fatting,
or had lambs by their side.

149. From the first of December to the first of Fe-
bruary, Mangel Wurzel and white turnips would keep
the sheep ang cattle and breeding sows plentifully; for
the latter will live well upon Mangel Wurzel ; and my
hundred hogs, intended for fatting, would be much more
than /alf fat upon the carrots and parsnips. I should,
however, more probably keep my parsnips till Spring,
and mix the feeding with carrots with the feeding with
corn, for the first month or fifteen days, with regard to
the fatting hogs. None of these hogs would require
more than three bushels of corn each to finish them
completely. My other three hundred bushels would be
for sows giving suck; the ewes, now and then in wet
weather ; and for other occasional purposes.

150. Thus all my hay and oats, and wheat and rye
might be sold, leaving me the straw for litter. These,
surely, would pay the rent and the labour; and, it I
un told, that I ]f'mve taken no account of the mutton,
wd lamb, and pork, that my house would demand,
weither have I taken any account of @« hundred summer
»igs, which the fourteen sows would have, and which
vould hardly fail to bring two hundred dollars. Poul-
ry demand some jfood; but three parts of their raising
:onsists of care; and, if I had nobody in my house to
westow this care, I should, of course, have the less num-
er of mouths to feed.

151. But, my horses! Will not they swallow my kay
nd my oats? No: for I want no horses. But, am I
ever to take a ride then? Aye, butif I do, I have no
ight to lay the expense of it to the accomnt of the farm.

am speaking of how a man may live by and upon «
arm. If a merchant spend a thousand a year, and
ain a thousand, does he say, that his traffic has gained
im nothing ! When men lose money by farming, as
ey call it, they forget, that it is not the farming, but
ther expenses that take away their money. It is, in
ict, they that rob the farm, and not the farm them.
[orses may be kept for the purposes of going to church,
¢ to meeting, or to pay visits. In many cases this
ay be not enly cbnve:ﬁentl,; but necessary, to a family;
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but, upon this Island, I am very sure, that it is neither
convenient nor necessary to a farm. ¢ What!” the
ladies will say, ¢ would you have us to be shut up at
home all our lives; or be dragged about by oxen?”
By no means; not 1! I should be very sorry to be
thought the author of any such advice. I have no sort
of objection to the keeping of horses upon a farm; but,
1 do insist upon it, that all the food and manual la-
bour required by such horses, ought to be considered
as so much taken from the clear profits of the farm. 1
- 152, 1 have made sheep, and particularly lambs,
a part of my supposed stock; but, I do not know, that
I should keep any beyond what might be useful for my
house. Hogs are the most profitable stock, if you |
have a large quantity of the food that they will #hrive
on. They are _}gmi' feeders ; but, they will eat nothing that
is poor in its nature ; that is to say, they will not thrive
onit. They are the most able tasters in all the crea-
tion ; and, that which they like best, you may be quite
sure has the greatest proportion of nutritious matter in
it, from a white turnip to a piece of beef. They will |
prefer meat to corn, and cooked meat to raw ; they will
leave parsnips for corn or grain; they will leave carrots
for parsnips; they will leave Ruta Baga for carrots;
they will leave cabbages for Ruta Baga; they will
leave Mangel Wurzel for cabbages; they will leave
potatoes (both being vaw) for Mangel Wurzel. A white
turnip they will not touch, unless they be on the point
of starving. They are the best of #riers,” Whatever
they prefer is sure to be the richest thing within their
reach. The parsnip is, by many degrees, the richest
root ; but, the seed lies long in the ground ; the sowing
and after-culture are wul:is of great miceness. The
crop is large with good cultivation, but, as a main
crop, I prefer the Ruta Baga, of which the crop is im-
mense, and the harvesting, and preserving, aud appli-*i'
cation of which, are so easy. |
153. The farm I suppose to be in fair condition to
start with ; the usual grass seeds sown, and so forth
and every farmer will see, that, under my system, i
must seon become rich as any garden need to be, with-
out my sendivg men and horses to the water-side to
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feteh ashes, which have been brought from Boston op
Char.eston, an average distance of seven hundred miles!
I short, my stock would give me, in one shape or ano-
ther, manure to the amount, in utility, of more than a
thousand tons weight a year of common yard manure,
galr,ww}d be ten tons to an acre every year. The
farm would, in this way, become more and more pro-
luetive ; and, as to its{v ing foo rich, I see no danger
of that; for a broad-cast crop of wheat will, at any
lime, tame it pretty sufficiently.

154. Very much, in my opinion, do those mistake
the matter, who strive to get a great breadth of land,
with the idea, that, when they have tried one field, they
can let it lie, and go to another. It is better to have
one acre of good crop, than two of bad or indifferent,
[fthe one acre can by double the manure and double
the labour in tillage, be made to produce as much as
two other acres, the one acre is preferable, because it

nires only half as much fencing, and little more than
1alf as much harvesting, as two acres. There is many
aten acres of land near London, that produces more
‘han any common farm of two hundred acres. My
sarden of three quarters of an acre, produced more, in
ralue, last Summer, from June to December, than any
‘en acres of oat land upon Long Island, though I there
:aw as fine fields of oats as I ever saw in my life. A
weavy crop upon all the ground that I put a plough into
mat Tsﬁnulti seek, rather than to have a great
juantity of land.

155. The business of carting manure from a distance
:an, in very.few, if any cases, answer a profitable pur-
bose. If any man would give me even horse-dung at
he stable-door, four miles from my land, I would not
weeept of it, on condition of fetching it. I say the same
f spent ashes. Fo manure a field of ten aeres, in this
vay, a man and two horses must be employed twenty
lays at least, with twenty days’ wear and tear of wagon
nd tackle. Two oxen and two men do the business in
wo days, if the manure be on the spot. |

156. In concluding my remarks on the subject of
tuia Baga, I have to apologize for the desultory man-
er inJﬁch I bave treateg éhe matter; but, I haye
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put the thoughts down as they occurred to me, without -

much time for arrangement, wishing very much to get

this First Part into the hands of the public before the
arrival of the time for sowing Ruta Eaga this present
year. In the sueeeedin? Parts of the work, I pmﬁose
to treat of the culture of every other plant that I have
found to be of use upon a farm; and also to speak
fully of the sorts of cattle, sheep and hogs, particularly
the latter. My experiments are now going on; and,
I shall only have to communicate the result, which I

shall do very faithfully, and with as much clearness as
I am able. In the mean while, I shall be glad to afford

any opportunity, to any Eersnns who may think it worth
while to come to Hyde Park, of seeing how I proceed.

1 have just now (17th April) planted out my Ruta

Baga, Cabbages, Mangel Wurzel, Onions, Parsnips,
&ec. for seed. I shall begin my earth-burning in about
fifteen days. In short, being convinced, that I am able
to communicate very valuable improvements; and not
knowing how short, or how long, my stay in America

may be, I wish very much to leave behind me what-
ever of good I am able, in return for the protection
which America has afforded me against the fangs of

the Boroughmongers of England; to which country,
however, 1 always bear affection, which 1 cannot feel
towards any other in the same degree, and the pros-

perity and honour of which I shall, I Imll)e, never cease

to prefer before the gratification of al

private plea-
sures and emoluments. |

END
Of the Treatise on Ruta Baga,
AND OF PART L.










PREFACE

TO THE

SECOND PART.

——-

157. In the First Part I adopted the mode of num-
bering the paragraphs, a mode which I shall pursue to
the end of the work; and, as the whole work may, at
the choice of the purchaser, be bound up in one volume,
or remain in two volumes, I have thought it best to
resume the numbering at the point where I stopped at
the close of the First Part. The last paragraph of that
Part was 156: 1, therefore, now begin with 157. For
the same reason I have, in the Second Part, resumed
the paging at the point where I stopped in the First Part.
I have, in like manner, resumed the chaptering : so
that, when the two Parts are put together, they will,
as to these matters, form but one; and those, who may
have purchased the volumes separately, will possess
the same book, in all respects, as those, who shall
purchase the Three Parts in one Volume.

‘158, Paragraph 1. (Part L) contains my reasons
for numbering th agraphs, but, besides the reasons
there stated, there is one, which did not then occur to

me, and which was left to be suggested by experience,
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of a description which I did not then anticipate;
namely, that, in the case of more than one edition, the
paging may, and generally does, differ in such man-
ner as to bring the matter, which, in one edition, is under
any given page, under a different page in another
edition. This renders the work of reference very la-
borious at best, and, in many cases, it defeats its ob-
ject. If the paragraphs of Bracksrone’s CommenTA-
ries had been numbered, how much valuable time it

would have saved ! 1 hope, that these reasons will be -

sufficierit to convince the reader that 1 have not, in
this case, been ﬂ,ctuated by a love of singularity. We
live to learn, and to make improvements, and every
improvement rausf, at first, be a singularity.

159. The utility, which I thought would arise from

the hastening out of the First Part, in June last, pre-
vious to the time for suwmg Swedish Turnips, induced
me fo make an ugly breach' in the order of my httle'
work ; and, as it generally happens, that when disorder
is once begun, it is very difficult to restore ufder; 80,

in this case, I have been exceedingly puzzled to give to

the matter of these two last Parts such an a.rrangemant
as should be worthy of a work, which, whatever may
be the character of its execution, treats of subjects of
great public interest. However, with the help of the
Index, which I shall subjoin to the Third Part, and

which will comprise a reference to the divers matters in
all the three parts, and in the making of which Index

an additional proof of the adyan numbering f.bej
paragraphs has appeared ; with p of this Indm
the reader will, I am in hopes, be enabled to ﬂ‘?ﬂ-ﬁ

coms, Without any very great trouble, the inconveniences
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naturally arising from the want of a perfectly good at-
rangement of the subjects of the work.

160. As the First Part closes with a promise to
communicate the result of my experiments of this
present year, I begin the Second Part with a fulfilmerit
of that promise, particularly with regard to the pro-
éiring of manure by the burning of earth into ashes.

161. 1 then proceed with the other matters named in
the title ; and the Third Part 1 shall make to consist
of an account of the Western Countries, furnished
in the Notes of Mr. HuLye, together with a view
of the advantages and disadvantages of preferring, as
a place to farm in, those Countries to the Countries
bordering on the Atlantic ; in which view I shall in-
¢lude such remarks as appear to me likely to be useful
to those English Farmers, who can no longer bear
the lash of Boroughmongering oppression and in-
solence.

162. Multifariousness is a great fault in a written
work of any kind. I feel the consciousnéss of this
fault upon this occasion. The facts and opinions rela-
five to Swedish Turnips and Cabbages will be very apt
to be enfeebled in their effect by those relating to man-
nérs, laws and religion. Matters so heterogeneous,
the one class freated of in the detail and the other in
the great, ought not to be squeezéd' together between
the boards of the same small volume. But, the fault is

committed and it is too late to repine. There are,
however, twq’:ur'*h which I will treat of cﬁﬁﬁﬁi’éﬂj'
hereafter. rst is that of Fencing, a subject
which presses itself upon the attention of the American
Farmer, but from which he turns with feelings like
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those, with which a losing tradesman turns from an

-examination of his hooks. - But, attend to it he must
before it be long; or, hisfields, in the populous parts of
this Island at least, must lay waste, and his fuel must be
brought him from Virginia or from England. Sometime
before March next I shall publish an Essay on Fencing.
The form shall correspond with that of this work, in
order that it may be bound up with it, if that should be
thought desirable. The other subject is that of Gar-
dening. This I propose to treat of in a small distinet
volume, under some appropriate title; and, in this
volume, to give alphabetically, a description of all the
plants, cultivated for the use of the table and also of
those cultivated as cattle food. To this description I
shall add an account of their properties, and instructions
for the cultivation of them in the best manner, It is
not my intention to go beyond what is aptly enough
called the Kitchen Garden ; but, as a hot-bed may be of
such great use even to the farmer; and as ample mate-
rials for making beds of this sort are always at his

command without any expense, I shall endeavour fo

give plain directions for the making and manafri'ng of a
hot-bed. A bed of this sort,’ fifteen feet long, has given

 me, this year, the better part of an acre of fine cab-

bages to give to hogs in the parching month of July.
This is so very simple a matter; it is so very easy to
learn ; that there is scarcely a farmer in America, who
would not put the thing in practice, at once, without

complete success. h
163. Let not my countrymen, W ay happen to

read this suppose, that these, or any other, pursuits 1

will withdraw my attention from, or slacken my zeal

el o ke = e
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in, that cause, which is common to us all. That cause
claims, and has, my first attention and best exertion ;
that is the business of my life : these other pursuits are
my recreation. King Avrrep allowed eight hours for
recreation, in the twenty-four, eight for sleep, and eight
for business. 1 do not take my allowance of the two
former.

164, Upon looking into the First Part, I see, that I
expressed a hope to be able to give, in some part of this
work, a sketch of the work of Mr. Turr. I have looked at
Turw, and I cannot bring my mind up to the commis-
sion of so horrid an act as that of garbling such a work.
It was, perbaps, a feeling, such as that which I ex-
perience at this moment, which restrained Mr. CurweN
from even naming TuLL, when he gave one of Torr’s
experiments to the world as a discovery of his own.
Unable to screw himselt up to commit a murder, he
contented himself with a robbery ; an instance, he may,
indeed, say, of singular moderation and self-denial ;
especially when we consider of what an assembly he
has, with little intermission, been an ‘ Honourable
Member ” for the last thirty years of his life,

Wi, COBBETT.

North Hempstead, Long Island,
15th November, 1818.

: ‘
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CHAP. 1II.

EXPERIMENTS, IN 1218, AS TO CABBAGES,

Preliminary Remarks.

165. At the time when I was writing the First Part,
I expected to be able to devote more time to my farm-
ing, during the summer, than I afterwards found that
I could so devote without neglecting matters which I
deem of greater importance. I was, indeed, obliged
to leave the greater part of my out-coor’s business
wholly to my men, merely telling them what to do.
However, I attended to the things which I thought to
be of the most importance. The field-culture of Car-
rots, Parsnips and Mangle Wurzel I did not attempt.
I contented myself with a crop of Cabbages and of
Ruta Baga, and with experiments as to Earth-burnin
and Transplanting Indian Corn. The summer, an
the fall also, have been remarkably dry in Long Island,
much more dry than is usual. The grass has been
very short indeed. A sort of Grass-hopper, or cricket,
has eaten up a considerable part of the grass and of
all vegetables, the leaves of which have come since the
month of June. I am glad, that this has been the
case ; for I now know what a farmer may do in the
worst of years ; and, when I consider what the summer
has been, I look at my Cabbages and Ruta Baga with
surprise as well as with satisfaction.
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CABBAGES.

166. I had some hogs to keep, and, as my Swedish
- Turnips (Ruta Baga) would be gone by July, or be-
fore, I wished themto be succeeded by cabbages. I
made a hot-bed on the 20th of March, which ought to
have been made more than a month earlier; but, I
had been in Pennsylvania, and did not return home till |
the 18th of March. It requires a little time to mix
and turn the dung in order to prepare it for a hot-bed;
so that mine was not a very good one; and then my
Jrame was hastily patched up, and its covering con-
sisted of some old éroken sashes of windows. A very
shabby concern; but, in this bed I sowed cabbages and
cauliflowers. The seed came up, and the plants, though |
standing too thick, grew pretty well. From this bed, they
would, it I had had time, have been transplanted into
another, atabout two and a half or three inches apart.
But, such as they were, very much drawn up, I began
lanting them out as soon as they were about four
inches high. '
167. It was the 12th of May before they attained
this height, and I then began planting them out in a
piece of ground, pretty good, and deeply ploughed by -
oxen. My cauliflowers, of which there were about 1
three thousand, were #0 late to flower, which they
‘mnever will do, unless the flower have begun to shew
itself before the great heat comes. However, these
plants grew very large, and afforded a great quantity
of food for pigs. The outside leaves and stems were
eaten by sows, store-pigs, a cow, and some oxen; the
hearts, which were very tender and nearly of the Cau-
liflower-taste, were boiled in a large cast-iron caldron,
and, mixed with a little rye-meal, given to sows and
young pigs. I should suppose, that these three thou-
sand plants weighed twelve hundred pounds, and they
stood upon about half an acre of land. 1 gave these
to the animals early in July. | &3
168. The Cabbages, sown in the bed, consisted partly
of Early Yorks, the seed of which had been sent me
along with the Cauliflower seed, from England, and
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had reached me at Harrisburgh in Pennsylvania ; and
E‘nrtl of plants, the seeds of which had been given me

y Mr. James Pavw, Senior, of Bustleton, as I was
on my return home. And this gave me a pretty good
opportunity of ascertaining the fact as to the degene-
rating of cabbage seed. Mr. Paul, who attended very
minutely to all such matters; who took great delight
m his garden; who was a reading as well as a prac-
tical farmer, told me, when he gave me the seed, that
it would not produce loaved cabbages so early as my
own seed would ; for, that, though he had always se-
lected the earliest heads for seed, the seed degenerated,
and the cabbages regularly came to perfection later
and later. He said, that he never should save cab-
bage seed himself; but, that it was such chance-work
I,:iuy of seedsmen, that he thought it best to save some
at any rate. In this case, all the plants from the En-
glish seed produced solid loaves by the 24th of June,
while, from the plants of the Pennsylvania seed, we
we had not a single solid loaf till the 28th of July, and,
from the chief part of them, not till mid-August.

169. This is a great matter. Not only have you
the food earlier, and so much earlier, from the genuine
seed, but your ground is occupied so much less time
by the plants. The plants very soon showed, by their
apgeamnce, what would be the result; for, on the
2nd of June, Miss Sarah Paul, a daughter of Mr. James
Paul, saw the plants, and while those from the English
seed were even then beginning to loave, those from her
lather’s seed were nothing more than bunches of wide
spreading leaves, having no appearance of forming a
read. However, they succeeded the plants from the
English seed ; and, the whole, besides what were userd
n glE House, were given to the animals. As many of
he white loaves as were wanted for the purpose were
»wiled for sows and small pigs, and the rest were given
o lean pigs, and the horn-cattle: and a fine resource
hey were ; for, so dry was the weather, and the devas-
ations of the grass-hoppers so great, that we had scarcely
wmy grass in any part of the land; and, if I had not
1ad these cabbages, 1 must have resorted to Indian
Corn, or Grain of some sort.
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170. Bu, these spring-cab ts were to he|
succeeded by nth&rsﬁﬂnge eam gea;iembel_' ans 9?;
wards to January. Therefore, on the 27th of May, I
sowed in the natural ground eleven sorts of cabbages,
_some of the seed from England and some got frumt

!

friend, Mr. Pavr, I have noticed the extreme dr
of the season. Nevertheless, I have now about two
acres of cabbages of the following description. Half an
acre of the Early Salisbury (earliest a? all cabbages)
and Early York; about 8 quarters of an acre of the:
Drum-head and other late cabbages; and about the|
same quantity of Green Savoys. The first class are|
fully loaved, and bursting : with these I now feed my
animals. These will be'gnished by the time that I cu F
off my Swedish Turnip Greens, as mentioned in Partz
Paragraph 136. Then, about mid-December, I sha t
feed with the second class, the Drum-heads and other
late Cabbages. Then, those which are not used befores
the hard frosts set in, 1 shall put up for use through the|
month of January. |
171. Aye! Put them up; but how? No scheme:
that industry or necessity ever sought after, or that ex-,
perience ever suggested, with regard to the preservi
of cabbages, did I leave untried last year; a—ngi m evg!
scheme but one I found some inconvenience. Taking|
them up and replanting them closely in a sloping man-
ner amy covering them with straw ; putting them in pits ;|
hanging them up in a barn ; turning their heads duwigi,
wards and covering them with earth, leaving the roots
sticking up in the air: in short every scheme, except
one, was attended with great labour, and some of them
forbade the hope of being able to preserve any consi
derable quantity ; and this one was as follows: I m
a sort of lund with the plough, and made it pretty level
at top. Upon this land I laid some straw. I then took
the cabbages, turned them upside down, and placed
them (first taking off all decayed leaves) about six
abreast upon the straw. Then covered them, not very
thickly, with leaves raked up in the woods, flinging now
and then a little dirt (boughs of any sort would be better)
to prevent the leaves from being carried off by the wind.
So that, when the work was done, the thing was a bed
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of leaves with cabbage-roots sticking up through it. -1
only put on enough leaves to kide all the green. If the
frost came and prevented the taking up of the cabbages,

and all, they might be cut off close to the ground.
Che root, I dare say, is of no use in the preservation.
In the months of April and May, I took cabbages of all
sorts from this land perfectly good and fresh. The
Juantity, preserved thus, was small. It might amount
lo 200 cabbages. But, it was quite sufficient for the
purpose. Not only did the cabbages keep better in
this, than in any other way, but there they were, at ail
times, ready. The frost had locked up all those which
were covered with earth, and those which lay with heads
apwards and their roots in the ground were rotting. But,
0 this land I could have gone at any time, and have
brought away, if the quantity had been large, a wagon
oad in ten minutes. If they had been covered with
mow (no matter how deep) by uncovering twenty feet
nlength (a work of little labour) half a ton of cabbages
would have been got at. This year, thinking that my
Savoys, which are, at once, the best in quality and best
o keep, of all winter cabbages, may be of use to send
o New York, I have planted them between rows of
Broom-Corn. The Broom-Corn is in rows, eight feet
wpart. This enabled us to plough deep between the
Broom-Corn, which, though in poor land, has been very
ine. The heads are cut off ; and now the stalks remain
o be used as follows: I shall make lands up the piece,
ut off the stalks and lay them, first a layer longways
md then a layer crossways, upon the lands. Upon
hese I shall put my Savoys turned upside down ; and,
s the stalks will be more than sufficient for this purpose,
[ shall lay some of them over, instead of dirt or boughs,
is mentioned before. Perhaps the leaves of the Broom-
Jorn, which are lying about in great quantities, may
uffice for covering. And, thus, all the materials for the
vork are upon the HEot. .

172. In quitting this matter, T may observe, that, to
‘over cabbages thus, in gardens as well as fields, would,
n many cases, be of great use in England, and of still
nore use in Scotland. Sometimes, a quick succession
f frost, snow and thaw will completely rot every loaved
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cabbage even in the South of England. Indeed no )
reliance is placed upon cabbages for use, as cattle<food, |
later than tﬁe month of December. The bulk is so g !
that a protection by kouses of any sort cannot be thought !
of. Besides, the cabbages, put together in large masses |
would heat and quickly rot. In gentlemen’s gardens,
indeed, cabbages are put into houses, where they are:
hung up by the heads. But, they wither in this state,
or they soon putrefy even here. By adopting the mode !
of preserving, which I have described above, all these !
inconveniences would be avoided. Any quantity might |
be preserved either in fields or in gardens at a very
trifling expense, compared with the bulk of the crop.
173. As to the application of my Savoys, and part of |
the Drum-heads, too, indeed, if I find cabbages very|
dear, at New York, in winter, I shall send them ; if net;z :
there they are for my cattle and pigs. The weight of!
them will not be less, I should think, than ten tons. The!
q}anls were put out by fwo men in one day ; and I shall |
think it very hard if two men do not put the whole com-
])’.letely up w a week. The Savoys are very fine. A
ittle too late planted out; but still very fine ; and they |
were planted out under a burning sun and without & |
drop of rain for weeks afterwards. So far from taking |
any particular pains about these Savoys, I did not see |
them planted, and I never saw them for more than two|
months after they were planted. The ground for them
was prepared thus : the ground, in each interval between |
the Broom-Corn, had been, some little time before,
ploughed to the rows. This left a deep furrow in the |
~middle of the interval. Into this furrow lP ut the manure. |
It was a mixture of good mould and dun frﬁm.ptilgh
styes. The wagon went up the interval, and the|
manure was drawn out and tumbled into the furrow.
Fhen the plough went twice on each side of the furrow,
and turned the earth over the manure. This made a |
ridge, and upon this ridge the plants were planted as |
quickly after the plough as possible. st
- 174. Now, then, what is the trouble; what is th& |
expense, of all this? The seed was excellent. I do nof |
recollect ever having seen so large a piece of the cab- |
bage kind with so few spurious plants. But, though
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\good cabbage seed is of kigh price, I should suppose,
'that the seed did not cost me a quarter of a doilar.
|Suppose, however, it had cost ten quarters of a dollar ;
rwhat would that have been, compared to the worth of
the erop ! For, what is the worth of ter tons of green,
or moist food, in the month of March or April ?

175. The Swedish Turnip is, indeed, still more con-
veniently preserved, and is a richer food ; but, there are
some reasons for making part of the year’s provision to
consist of cabbages. As far as a thing may depend on
chance, two chances are better than one. In the summer
and fall, cabbages get ripe, and, as I have observed, in
Part I. Paragraph 143, the Ruta Baga (which we will call
Swedish Turnip for the future) is not so good ’till it be
vipe; and is a great deal better when kept ’till February,
than when used in December. This matter of ripeness
is worthy of attention. Let any one eat a piece of white
cabbage ; and then eat a piece of the same sort of cab-

young and green. The first he will find sweet, the
latter bitter. It is the same with Turnips, and with all
roots. There are some apples, wholly uneatable ‘till
t a while, and then delicious. This is the case with
-he Swedish Turnip. Hogs will, indeed, always eat it,
young or old; but, it is not nearly so good early, as it is
when kept ’till February. However,in defaulf of other
‘hings, I would feed with it even in November.

176. For these reasons I would have my due pro-
portion of cabbages, and 1 would always, if possible,
have some Green Savoys ; for it is, with cabbages, too,
not only quantity which we ought to think of. The
Drum-head, and some others, are called cattle-cabbage ;
and hence, in England, there is an idea, that the more
lelicate kinds of cabbage are not so good for cattle.
But, the fact is, that they are as much better for cattle,
‘han the coarse cabbages are, as they are better for us.
It would be strange indeed, that reversing the principle
of our general conduct, we should give cabbage of E:e
vest quality to cattle, and keep that of the worst quality
‘or ourselves. In London, where taxation has kept the
streets as clear of bits of meat left on bones as the hogs
andeavour to keep the streets of New York, there are

people who go about selling “ dog’s meat.” This cons
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sists of boiled garbage. But, it is not pretended, T |
suppose that dgﬁa will not eat roast-beef; nor, isit, F |
that they would not prefer the rﬂast-* |
f they had their choice ? Some people pretend,
that garbage and carrion are better for dogs than beef‘ |
and mutton are. 'That it is to say, it is better for ws,
that they should live upon things, which we ourselves
loath, than that they should share with us. Self-mtereat
is, but too frequently, a miserable logician.

177. However, with regard to cattle, sheep, and pigs,
as we intend to eat them, their claim to our kindness lé”l
gh‘e:uerally more particularly and impartially listened w!l

that of the poor dogs; though that of the latter,
founded, as it is, on their sagacity, their fidelity, theré? 1|
real utility, as the guardians of our folds, our home-i“-|
steads and our houses, and as the companions, or, |
rather, the givers, of our healthful sports, isten thousand |
times more strong, than that of animals which live to
eat, sleep, and grow fat. But, to return to the cabbages,
the fact 13 that a.ll sorts of ammals, which will eat them
at ali, like the most delicate kinds best; and, as smﬂeﬂ*
of these are also the carliest kinds, the}r ﬂught to
cultivated for cattle. Some of the larg;er kinds may bﬂ*‘
cultivated #0o0; but, they cannot be got ripe till the fall |
of the year. ‘Nor is the difference in the weight of the
Crop 80 gbrgat as may be imagined. On the same land, j|
that will bear a Drum-head of twenty pounds, an Farly
York, or Early Battersea will wmﬁh Jour pounds ; lﬁ1
these may be fifteen inches asunder in the row, whi
the Dmm-head requires four feet. Mind, I alwagg'
suppose the rows to be fe mr:r eet apart as stated in '
First Part of this work, and for the reasons there stated. |
Besides the advantage-s of having some cabbages eaﬁ,ﬁt
the early ones remain so little a time upon the ground.
Transplanted Swedish Turnips, or Buckwheat, or late
Cabbages, especially Savoys, may always follow them -
the same year u the same land. My early eahbages;
this year, have been followed by a second crop of the
same, anil now (mid-November) they are hard- :
whmMWemgwmgﬁ:ethh&am;;na}B
- 178. There is a convenience aftending cabbages,
which attends no other of the cattle-plants, namely, that
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of raising the plants with very little trouble and upon a
small bit of ground. A little bed will give plants for an
acre or two.  The expense of seed, even of the dearest
winds, is a mere trifle, not worth any man’s notice.

179. For these reasons I adhere to cabbages as the
companion crop of Swedish Turnips. The Mangel
Wurzel is long in the ground. In seasoms of great
Irought, it comes up unevenly. The weeds get the start
of it.  Its tillage must begin before it hardly shows
tself. Itis of the nature of the Beet, and it requires
lhe care which the Beet requires. The same may be
«aid of Carrots and Parsnips. The cabbage, until it
be fit to plant out, occupies hardly any ground. An
nour’s work cleans the bed of weeds; and there the
dlants are always ready, when the land is made ready.
Che Mangel Wurzel root, if quite 7ipe, is richer than a
vhite loaved cabbage; but, it is not more easily pre-
erved, and will not produce a larger crop. Cattle will
sat the leaves, but hogs will not, when they can get the
eaves of cabbages. Nevertheless, some of this root
nay be cultivated. It will fat an ox well; and it will
at sheep well. Hogs will "do well on it in winter. I
would, if I were a settled farmer, have some of it ; but,
tis not a thing upon which 1 would place my de-
nendence.

180. As fo the time of sowing cabbages, the first
owing should be in a hot-bed, so as to have the plants
© month old when the frost leaves the ground. The
econd sowing should be when the natural ground has
ecome warm enough to make the weeds begin to come
p freely. But, seed-beds of cabbages, and, indeed,
-feiremy thing, should be in the open : not under a fence,
vhatever may be the aspect. The plants are sure to he
veak, if sown in such situations. They should have
he air coming freely to them in every direction, In a
wt-bed, the seed should be sown in rows, three inches

t, and the plants might be thinned out to one ina
mer of aninch. This would give about ten. thousand
lants in a bed ten feet long, and Jivewide. They will
tand thus to get to a tolerable "size without injuri
-ach other, ﬁtﬁa-bed be well managed as to heat an
vir. In the open ground, where room is plenty, the
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rows may be a foot apart, and the plants two inches
in the rows. This will allow of Aeeing, and here |
the plants will grow very finely. Mind, a large cab-
bage plant, as well as a large turnip plant, is better
than a small one. All will grow, if well planted; but
the large plant will grow best, and will, in the end, be |
the finest cabbage. : |
181. We have a way, in England, of greatly ima
proving the plants; but, I am almost afraid to mention
it, lest the American reader should be frighiened at the |
bare thought of the trouble. When the plants, in the |
seed-bed, have got leaves about an inch broad, we take
them up, and transplant them in fresk ground, at about
four inches apart each way. Here they get stout and
straight ; and, in about three weeks time, we trans- |
plant them again into the ground where they are to
come to perfection. This is called pricking out. When
the plant is removed the second time, it is found to he
turnished with new roots, which have shot out of the
butts of the long tap, or forked roots, which proceeded
from the seed. It, therefore, takes again more readily
to the ground, and has some earth adhere to in its pas- |
sage. One hundred of pricked-out plants are always
looked upon as worth three hundred from the seed-bed.
In short, no man, in England, unless he be extremely
negligent, ever plants out form the seed-bed. Let any
farmer try this method with only a score of plants. He
may do it with three minutes’ labour. Surely, he may
spare three minutes, and I will engage, that, if he treat
these plants afterwards as he does the rest, and, if all
be treated well, and the crop a fair one, the three mi-
nutes will give him fifty pounds weight of any of the
larger sorts of cabbages. Plants are thus raised, then
taken up and tied neatly in bundles, and then brought |
out of Dorsetshire and Wiltshire, and sold in Hamp- |
shiref or three-pence (about siz cents) a hundred. So
thatit cannot require the heart of a lion to encounter
the labour attending the raising of a few thousands of |
lants. |
¥ 182. However, my plants, this year, have all 3
into the field from the seed-bed; and, in so fine a
climate, it may do yery well; only great care is ne .
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cessary to be taken to see that they be not too thick in
the seed-hbed.

183. As to the preparation of the land, as to the
manuring, as to the distance of the rows from each
pther, as to the act of planting, and as to the after cul-
-ure, all are the same as in the case of transplanted
Swedish Turnips; and, therefore, as to these matters,
he reader has seen enough -in Part I, - There is one
sbservation to make, as to the depth to which the plant
‘hould be put into the ground. It should be placed so
feep, that the stems of the outside leaves be Just clear
of the ground ; for, if you put the plant deeper, the
‘ain will wash the loose earth in amongst the stems of
he leaves, which will make an open poor cabbage;
-nd, if the plant be placed so low as for the keart io be
wovered with dirt, the plant, thought it will five, will
'ome to nothing. Great care must, therefore, be taken
§ to this matter. If the stem of the plant be long,
oots will burst out nearly all the way up to the surface
f the earth.

184. The distances at which cabbages ought to stand
i the rows must depend on the sorts, The following
» mearly about the mark. Early Salisbury a foot ;
«arly York fifteen inches; Early Battersea twenty
wehes; Sugar Loal two feet; Savoys two feet and a
alf; and the Drum-head, Thousand-headed, Large
Kollow, Ox-cabbage, all four feet.

185. With regard to the time of sowing some more
ught to be said; for, we are not here, as in England,
mfined within four or five degrees of latitude. ~Here
bme of us are living in fine, warm weather, while others
“us are living amidst snows. It will be better, there-
re, in giving opinions about times, to speak of seasons,

id not of months and days. The country people, in
ngland, go, to this day, many of them, at least, v the
des; and, what is supremely ridiculous, they 2o, in
me cases, by the moveable tides. My gardener, at
otley, very reluctantly obeyed me, one vear, in sow-
g green Kale when I ordered him to do it, because
Vhitsuntide was not come, and that, he said, was the
oper season. * But,” said I, “ Robinson, Whitsuntide
comes later this year thanGit did last year,” ¢ Later,
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« Sir,” said he, “ how can that be?” ¢ Beeauae,"|
said I, “ it depends upon the moon when Whitsuntide
« shall come.” * The moon!” said he: “ what sense
¢ can there be in that?” * Nay,” said I, “ I am sure
« I cannot tell. 'That is a matter far beyond my learn-
“ ing. Go and ask Mr, Baker, the Parson, he ought
¢ to be able to tell us; for he has a tenth part of our
« garden stuff and fruit.” The Quakers here cast all
this rubbish away; and, one wonders how it can pos-
sibly be still cherished by any portion of an enlightened
people. But, the truth is, that men do not think for
themselves about these matters. Each succeeding ge-
neration tread in the steps of their fathers, whom they
loved, honoured and obeyed. They take all upon trust,
Gladly save themselves the trouble of thinking about
things of not immediate interest. A desire to avoid the |
reproach of being irreligious induces them to practise
an outward conformity. And thus have priest-craft
with all its frauds, extortions, and immﬂralli]:ties, lived
and flourished in defiance of reason and of nature.
186. However, as there are no farmers in America |
quite foolish enough to be ruled by the tides in sowing |
and reaping, I hurry back from this digression to say, |
that I cannot be expected to speak of precise times for |
doing any work, except as relates to the latitude in
which I live, and in which my experiments have been
made. I have cultivated a garden at Frederickton in
the Province of New Brunswick, which is in latitude
about forty-eight; and at Wilmington in Delaware
State, which is in latitude about thirty-nine. In both
these places I had as fine cabbages, turnips, and garden
things of all the hardy sorts, as any man need wish to
see, Indian Corn grew and ripened well in fields at
' Frederickton. And, of course, the summer was suffi-
cient for the pm'fﬁuctirﬁl of all plants for cattle—fﬂnd.ét
And, how necessary is this food in Northern Climates! |
More to the Southward than Delaware State I have
not been; but, in those countries the farmers have te
pick and choose. They have two Long Island sum
mers and falls, and three English, in every year.
187. According to these various circumstances

must form their judgment; but, it may be of some use
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o state the :‘mgt& of time, which is required to bring
each sort of cabbage to perfection. The following sorts
are, it appears to me, aﬁe that can, in any case, Ee ne-
essary. I have put against each nearly the time, that
will require to bring it to perfection, from the time
 of planting out in the places where the plants are to
tand to come to perfection. The plants are supposed
0 be of a good size when put out, to have stood suffi-
ciently thin in the seed-bed, and to have been kept
clear from weeds in that bed. They are also supposed
to go into ground well prepared.

Early Salisbury . . Six weeks.

Early York . . . Eight weeks.
Early Battersea . . Ten weeks.
Sugar Loaf. . . . Eleven weeks
Late Battersea . . Sixteen weeks.
Red Kentish . . . Sixteen weeks,
Drum-head . . .
Thousand-headed

Large hollow . . \Five months.
Ox-cabbage.

Savoy. :

188. It should be observed, that Savoys, which are
50 very rich in winter, are not so good, till they have
been pinched by frost. 1 have put red cabbage down
as a sort to be cultivated, because they are as good as
the white of the same size, and because it may be con-
%ﬂem, in the farmer’s family, to have some of them.

e thousand-headed is of prodigious produce. You
pull off the heads, of which it bears a great number at
first, and others come; and so on for months, if the
weather permit; so that this sort does not take five
months to bring its first heads to perfection. When I
say perfection, T mean quite hard ; quite ripe. How-

, this is a eoarse cabbage, and requires great room.
E Ox-cabbage is coarser than the Drum-head. The
arge hollow is a very fine cabbage ; but it requires
very good land. Some of all the sorts would be best :
but FJ hope, I have now given information enough to
emle any one to form a judgment correct enough to
begin with, Experience Eﬂl be the best guide for the

2
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future. An ounce of each sort of seed would, perha b
be enough; and the cost is, when compared with iae f
object, too trifling to be thought of.

189. Notwithstanding all that I have said, or can
say, upon the subject of cabbages, I am very well
.aware, that the extension of the cultivation of them, in .
America, will be a work of time. A proposition to do -
any thing new, in so common a calling as agriculture, |
is looked at with suspicion; and by some, with feelings :
not of the kindest description; because it seems to |
imply an imputation of ignorance in those to whom the
proposition 1s made. A little reflection will, however,
suppress this feeling in men of sense; and, those who
still entertain it may console themselves with the as-
surance, that no one will desire to compel them to have
stores of green, or moist, cattle-food in winter. Tobe
ashamed to be taught is one of the greatest of human
follies; but, I must say, that it is a folly less prevalent
in America than in any other country with which I am
acquainted.

190. Besides the disposition to reject novelties, this
proposition of mine has books to contend against. I
read, last fall, in an American Edition of th:aEncyclﬂ-..
padia Britannica, ¢ greatly enlarged and improved,”
some observations on the culture of cabbages as cattle- |
food, which were well calculated to deter a reader of |
that book from attempting the culture. I do not recol-
lect the words; but the substance was, that this plant
could not be cultivated to advantage by the farmer 15
America. This was the more provoking to me, as I
had, at that moment, so fine a piece of cabbages in
Long Island. If the American Editor of this work had
given his readers the bare, unimproved, Scoteh Edition,
the reader would have there seen, that, in England and
Scotland, they raise sixty-eight tons of cabbages (tons
mind) upon an acre ; an({ that the whole expense of an |
acre, exclusive of rent, is one pound fourteen shillings
and a penny; or seven dollars and sevﬂntgé- ve cents.
Say that the expense in America is double and the
crop one half, or one fourth, if you like. Where are
seventeen tons of green food in winter, or even in sum-
mer, to be got for sizteen dollars? Nay, where is that
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uantity, of such a quality, to be got for fifty dollars?
Scotch Edition gives an account of fifiy-four tons
raised on an acre where theland was worth only twelve
shillings (less than three dollars) an acre. 1In fairness
then, the American Editor should have given to his
‘agricultural readers what the Scotchman had said upon
the subject. And, if he still thought it right to advise
the American farmers not to think of cabbages, he
should, I think, have offered them some, at least, of
ithe reasons for his believing, that that which was obe
tained in such abundance in England and Scotland,
'was not to he obtained to any profit at all here. What!
will not this immense region furnish a climate, for this
E;l;gluse, equal even to Scotland, where an oat will
y ripen; and where the crop of that miserable
grain is sometimes harvested amidstice and snow! The
proposition is, upon the face of it, an absurdity ; and
my experience proves it to be false.
191. This book says, if T recollect rightly, that the
~ulture has been #ried, and has fuiled. Tried? How
ried ! That cabbages, and most heautiful cabbages will
grow in all parts of America, every farmer knows
lor he kas them in his garden, or sees them, every year,
m the g;rdens of others. And, if they will grow in gar-
lens, why not in fields? Is there common sense in sup-
vosing, that they will not grow in a piece of land,
vecause it is not called a garden? The Encyclopzdia
3ritannica gives an account of twelve acres of cab ages,
vhich would keep « forty-five oxen and sixty sheep for
" three months ; improving them as much as the grass
“in the best months in the year (in England) May,
June, and July.” Of these large cabbages, being
t four feet apart in the rows, one man will easily plant
ut an acre in a day. As to the seed-bed, the labour
i that is nothing, as we have seen. Why, then, are
nen frightened at the labour? All but the ‘mere act of
lanting is performed by oxen or horses; and they
lever com En of ““ the labour.” The labour of an
cre of cabbages is not half so much as that of an acre
f Indian Corn. The bringing in of the crop and ap-
lying it are not more expensive than those of the corn,
«nd will any man pretend, that an acre of good cab

r
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bages is not worth three times as much as a crop oﬁ'
good corn? Besides, if early cabbages, they are off
and leave the land for transplanted Swedish Turnips,
for Late Cabbages, or for Buck-wheat; and, if lafe
cabbages, they come after early ones, after wheat, rye,
oats, or barley. This is what takes place even in Eng-
land, where the fall is so much shorter, as to growing
weather, than it is in Long Island, and, of course, all
the way to Georgia. More to the North, in the lati-
tude of Boston, igur instance, two crops of early cab-
bagies will come upon the same ground; or a crop of |
early cabbages will follow any sort of grain, except
Buck-wheat. | &
192. In concluding this Chapter I cannot help strongly
recommending farmers who may be disposed to try
this culture, to try it fairly. That is to say, to employ
true seed, good land, antiq due care ;: for, as * men do
“not gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from thistles,” so
they do not harvest cabbages from stems of rape. Then,
as to the land, it must be made %ﬂﬂd and rich, if it be
not in that state already ; for a cabbage will not be fine,
where a white turnip will; but as the guantity of )
wanted for this purpose, is comparatively very small,
the land may easily be made rich. The after-culture
of cahba;i s is trifling. No weeds to plague us with |
hand-work. Two good ploughings, at most, will sul=
fice. But ploughing after planting out is necessary;
and, besides, it leaves the ground in so fine a state,
The trial may be on a small scale, if the farmer please, |
Perhaps it were best to be such. But, on whatever
scale, let the ¢rial be a fair trial. 2
193. I shall speak again of the use of cabbages, when |
I come to speak of Hogs and Cows. | |
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CHAP, 1V.

Esrru-BURNING, 1818:

194. In paragraphs 99, 100, and 101, I spoke of a
e of procuring manure by the burning of earth, and
I proposed to try it this present year. This I have now
done, and I proceed to give an account of the result.
195. 1 have tried the efficacy of this manure on
Cabbages, Swedish Turnips, Indian Corn, and Buck-
wheat. In the three former cases the Ashes were put
into the furrow and the earth was turned over them,
in the same way that I have described, in paragraph
E, with re%) to the manure for Savoys, I put at
the rate of about twenty tons weight to an acre. In
the case of the Buck-wheat, the Ashes were spread out
of the wagon upona little strip of land on the out-side of
‘the piece. They were thickly spread ; and it might be
that the proportion exceeded even thirty tons to the
acre. But, upon the part where the ashes were spread,
the Buck-wheat was three or four times as good as upon
the land adjoining. The land was very poor. It bore
Buck-wheat lasi year, without any manure. It had two
good ploughings then, and it had two good ploughings
again this year, but had no manure, except the part
above-mentioned and one other part at a great distance
from it. So that the trial was very fair indeed,
196. In every instance the ashes produced great
Eﬂ“ﬂct ; and I am now quite certain that any crop may
e raised with the help of this manure; that is to say,
any sort of crop; for, of dung, wood-ashes, and earth-
ashes, when all are ready upon the spot, without pur-
chase or carting from a distance, the two former are
certainly to be employed in preference to the latter,
because a smaller quantity of them will produce the
same effect, and, of course, the application of them is
less expensive. But, in taking to a farm unprovided
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with the two former; or under ecircumstances which )
make it profitable to add to the land under cultivation, |
what can be so convenient, what so cheap, as ashes|
procured in this way ? ' 1

197. A near neighbour of mine, Mr. Davrea,,
sowed a piece of Swedish Turnips, broad-cast, in:
June, this year. The piece was near a wood, and there :
was a great quantity of clods of a grassy description.
These Le burnt into ashes, which ashes he spread over
one half of the piece, while he put soaper’s ashes:
over the other part of the piece. I saw the turnips in |
October ; and there was no visible difference in the two |

arts, whether as to the vigourousness of the plants or
the bulk of the turnips. They were sown broad-cast, .
and stood unevenly upon the ground. They were* har- .
vested a month ago (it is now 26th November), which
was a month too early. They would have been a third,
at least, more in bnﬂi, and much better in quality, if
they had remained in the ground until now. The piece |
was 70 paces long and 7 paces wide ; and, the reader |
will find, that, as the piece produced forty bushels, this
was atthe rate of four hundred bushels to the acre.

198. What quantity of earth-ashes were spread on
this piece it is impossible to ascertain with precision;
but, I shall suppose the guantity to have llJ)een ver
large indeed in proportion to the surface of the land.
Let it be four times the quantity of the soaper’s ashes.
Still, the one was made upon the spot, at, perhaps, a
tenth part of the cost of the other; and, as such ashes
can be made upon any farm, there can be no reason
for not frying the thing, at any rate, and which trying
may be effected upon so small a scale as not to exceed
in expense a half of a dollar. 1 presume, that many
farmers will try this method of obtaining manure;
and, therefore, I will describe how the burning is
effected. : :

199. There are two ways of producing ashes from
earth: the one in heaps upon the ground, and the
other within walls of turf, or earth. 'lghe first, indeed,
is the burning of turf, or peat. But, let us see how
it is done. - = |

200. The surface of the land is taken off to a depth
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of two or three inches, and turned the earth side upper-
most to dry. The land, of course, is covered with
grass, or heath, or something the roots of which hold
it together, and which makes the part taken off take
the name of turf. In England, this operation is per-
formed with a tuyf-cutter, and by hand. The turfs are
then taken, or a part of them, at least, and placed on
their edges, leanin ainst each other, like the two
sides of the roof of a house. In this state they remain,
till they are dry enough to burn. Then the burning is
begun in this way. A little straw and some dry sticks,
or any thing that will make a trifling fire, is lighted.
Some little bits of the turf are put.to this. VWhen the
turf is on fire, more bits are carefully put round against
the openings whence the smoke issues. In the course
of a day or two the heap grows large. The burning
keeps working on the inside, though there never ap-
ears any blaze. Thus the field is studded with heaps.
ter the first fire is got to be of considerable bulk, no
straw is wanted for other heaps, because a good shovel
full of fire can be carried to light other heaps; and so,
until all the heaps are lighted. Then the workman goes
from heap to heap, and carries the turf to all, by de-
es, putting some to each heap every day or two,
until all the field be burnt. He takes care to keep in
the smoke as much as possible.. 'When all the turf is
ton, the field is left, and, in a week or two, whether

it rain or not, the heaps are ashes instead of earth.
The ashes are aﬁerwartijss spread upon the ground ; the
ﬁ:ound is ploughed and sowed ; and this is regarded as

e very best preparation for a crop of turnips.

201. This is called * paring and burning.” It was
introduced into England by the Romans, and it is
strongly recommended in the First Georgic of Virgil,
in, as Mr. TuLL shows, very fine poetry, very bad
‘philosophy, and still worse logic. Il:t. gives three or
four crops u}i{;n even poor land; but, it ruins the land
for an age. Hence it 1s, that tenants, in England, are,
in many cases, restrained from paring and burning,
especially towards the close of their leases. It is the
‘Roman husbandry, which has always been followed,
until within a century, by the French and English.

| G5



130 EArTH-BURNING. [Part. 1l

It is implicitly followed in France to this day; as it is
by the great mass of common farmers in England. All
the foolish country sayings about Friday beig an un-
ducky day to begin any thing fresh upon; about the
noise of Geese foreboding bad weather ; about the signs |
of the stars ; about the influence of the moon on ani-
mals: these, and scores of others, equally ridiculous
and equally injurious to true philosophy and religion,
came from the Romans, and are inculcated in those
books, which pedants call “ elassical,” and which are
taught to  young gentlemen ” ‘at the universities and in
academies. Hence, too, the foolish notions of sailors
about Friday, which notions very often retard the ope-
rations of commerce. I have known many a farmer,
when his wheat was dead ripe, put off the beginning of
harvestfrom Thursday to Saturday, in order to avoid Fri-
day. The stars saves%undr&ds of thousands of lambs and
pigs from sexual degradation at so early an age as the
operation would otherwise be performed upon them.
These heathen notions still prevail even in America as
far as relates to this matier. A neighbour of mine in
Long Island, who was to operate on some pigs and
lambs for me, begged me to put the thing off for a
while ; for that the Alnanac told him, that the sagm
were, just then, as uli;l{hvﬂumb!e as possible. 1 begﬁd g
him to proceed, for that I set all stars at defiance. He
very kindly complied, and had the pleasure to see, that
every pig and lamb did well. He was surprised when
I told him, that this mysterious matter was not only a
bit of priest-craft, but of heathen priest-craft, eherisﬁ/edjf |
by priests of a more modern date, because it tended to
bewilder the senses and to keep the human mind in
ﬁuszectinn, “ What a thing it is, Mr. Wiggins,” said
I, “that a cheat practised upon the pagans of Italy,
““ two or three thousand years ago, should, by almanac-
“ makers, be practised on a sensible farmer in America !”
If priests, instead of preaching so much about mysteries,
were to explain to their hearers, the origin of cheats
like this, one might be ready to allow, that the wages
~ paid to them were not wholly thrown away. £
202. I make no apology for this digression; for, ;{J
it have a tendency to set ﬁlﬂ minds of only a few per- |
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sons on the tract of detecting the cheatery of priests,
the room which it occupies will have been well be-
stowed, :
203. To return to paring and bwrning ; the reader
will see with what ease it might be done in America,
where the sun would do more than half the work.
Besides the paring might be done with the plough.
A sharp shear, going shallow, could do the thing per-
fea?y well. Cutting across would make the sward into
turis.
204. So much for paring and burning. But, what
I recommend is, not to burn the land which is to be
cultivated, but other earth, for the purpose of gettin
ashes to be brought on the land. And this operation,
erform thus: I make a circle, or an oblong square.
Fcnt sods and build a wall all round, three feet thick
and four feet high. I then light a fire in the middle
with straw, dry sticks, boughs, or such like matter.
I go on making this fire larger and larger till it extends
over the whole of the bottom of the pit, or kiln. I put
on roots of trees or any rubbish wood, till there be a
od thickness of strong coals. I then put on the driest
of the clods that I have ploughed up round about so as
to cover all the fire over. The earth thus put in will
burn. You will see the smoke coming out at little
places here and there. Put more clods wherever the
smoke appears. Keep on thus for a day or two. By
this time a great mass of fire will be in the inside.
And now you may dig out the clay, or earth, any where
round the kiln, and fling it on without ceremony, al-
ways taking care to keep in the smoke; for, if you
suffer that to continue coming out at any one place, a
hole will soon be made ; the main force of the fire will
draw to that hole ; a blaze, like that of a voleano wiil
come out, and the fre will be extinguished.

- 205. A very good way, is, to put your finger into
the top of the heap here and there; and if you find the
fire very near, throw on more earth. Not foo much at
a time; for that weighs too heavily on the fire, and
keeps it back; and, at first, will put it partially out.
You keep on thus augmenting the kiln, till you get to
the top of the walls, and then you may, if you lik
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raise the walls, and still go on. No rain will affect the
fire when once it is become strong. '

206. The principle is to keep out air, whether at the
top or the sides, and this you are sure to do, if you keep
in the smoke. 1 burnt, this last summer, about thirty
wagon loads in one round kiln, and never saw the
smoke at all after the first four days. I put in my
finger to try whether the fire was near the top ; and
when I found it approaching, I put on more earth.
Never was a kiln more completely burnt.

207. Now, this may be done on the skirt of any

wood, where the matters are all at hand. This mode
is far preferable to the above-ground burning in Leaps.
Because, in the first place, there the materials must
be turf, and dry turf; and, in. the next place, the
smoke escapes there, which is the finest part of burnt
matter.  Soot, we know well, is more powerful than

ashes; and soot is composed of the grossest part of

the smoke. That which flies out of the chimney is
the best part of all.

208. In case of a want of wood wherewith to begin

the fire, the fire may be lighted precisely as in the case

of paring and burning. If the kiln be large, the oblong
square is the best figure. About zen Tﬁ?et wide, because
then a man can fling the earth easily

- over every part*

The mode they pursue in England, where there is no

wood, 1s to make a sort of building in the kiln with
. turfs, and leave air-holes at the corners of the walls, till
the fire be well begun. But this is tedious work; and,

- in this country wholly unnecessary. Care must, how- ;
ever, be taken, that the fire be well lighted. The mat-

ter put in at first should be such as is of the lightest

description; so that a body of earth on fire may be

obtained, before it be too heavily loaded.

209. The burning being completed, having got the
quantity you want, let the kiln remain. The fire will
continue to work, ’till all is ashes. If you want to use
the ashes sooner, open the kiln. They will be cold
enough to remove in a week.

210. Some persons have peat, or bog earth. This

may be burnt like common earth, in kilns, or dry, as in
the paring and burning method. ~ Only, the peaf should

B
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be cut out in the shape of bricks, as much longer and
bigger as you find convenient, and set up to dry, in the
same way that bricks are set up to dry previous to the
burning.  This is the only fuel for houses in some parts
of England. I myself was nursed and brought up with-
out ever seeing any other sort of fire, The ashes used,
in those times, to be sold for four pence sterling a bushel,
and were frequently carried, after the purchase, to a
distance of ten miles, or more: At this time, in my own
neighbourhood, in Hampshire, peat is burnt in large
quantities for the ashes, which are sold, I believe, as
high as sizpence sterling a bushel, and carried to a
distance even of twenty miles in some cases. |

211. Nevertheless, it is certain, that these ashes are
not equally potent upon every sort of soil. We do not
use them much at Botley, though upon the spot. They
are carried away to the higher and poorer lands, where
they are sown by hand ufmn clover and sain-foin. An
excellent farmer, in this Island, assures me, that he has
tried them in various ways, and never found them to
have effect. So say the farmers near Botley. But,
there is no harm in making a triel. 1Itis done with a
mere nothing of expense. A yard square in a garden
is quite sufficient for the experiment.

212. With respect to earth-ashes, burnt in kilns,
keeping in the smoke, 1 have proved their great good
effect; but, still, I would recommend trying them upon
a small scale. However, let it be borne in mind, that
the Fmpnrtiﬂn to the acre ought to be large. Thirty
good tons to an acre; and why may it not be such,
seeing that the expense is so trifling ?
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CHAP. V,

TransprLanTING Inpiany Corx.

218. 1 was always of opinion, that this would be the
best mode, under certain circumstances, of dealing with
this crop. The spring, in this part of America, and

further to the North, is but short. It is nearly winter
‘till it is summer. The labours of the year are, at this
season, very much crowded. To plant the grains of

the Indian Corn over a whole field requires previous
ploughing, harrowing, marking, and manuring. The

consequence is, that, as there are so many other things

to do, something is but tco often badly done.

214. Now, if this work of Corn planting could be
postponed to the 25th of June (for this Island) instead
of being performed on, or about the 15th of May, how.
well the ground might be prepared by the 25th of June!
This can be done only by transplanting the plants of
the Corn. I was resolved to try this; and so confident
was I that it would succeed, that I had made some part
of my preparations for siz acres.

215. I sowed the seed at about three inches apart, in
beds, on the 20tk of May. The plants stood in the beds
(about 15 perches of ground) till the first of July.
Tel;edy were now fwo feet and a half high; and I was
ready to begin planting out. The weather had been
dry in the extreme. Not a drop of rain for nearly a
month. My land was poor, but clean; and I ought to
have proceeded to do the job at once. My Princiga]
man had heard so much in ridicule of the project, that
he was constantly begging and praying me not to per-
severe. ‘ Epery body said it was impossible for the

“ Corn to live!” However, 1 began. I ploughed a

part of the field into four-feet ridges, and, one evening,
set on, thus: T put a good quantity of earth-ashes in the.
deep furrow between the ridges, then turned back the
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earth over them, and then planted the Corn on the ridge,
at a foot apart. 'We pulled up the plants without cere-
mony, cut off their roots to half an inch long, cut off their
leaves about eight inches down from their points, and,
with a long setting stick, stuck them about seven inches
HI;} the ground inwn amongst the fresh mould and
es, :
- 216. This was on the first of July.in the evening ;
and, not willing to be laughed at too much, I thought I
would pause two or three days; for, really, the sun
seemed as if it would burn up the very earth. At the
close of the second day, news was brought me, that the
Corn was all dead. 1 wentout and looked at it, and
though T saw that it was not dead, I suffered the ever-
lasting gloomy peal that my people rang in my ears to
extort from me my consent to the pulling up of the rest
of the plants and throwing them away; consent which
was acted upon with such joy, alacrity, and zeal, that
the whole lot were lying under the garden fence in a
few minutes, My man intended to give them to the
oxen, {rom the charitable desire, I suppose, of annihi-
lating this proof of his master’s folly. He would have
Fulled up the two rows which we had transplanted ; hut,
would not consent to that; for, I was resolved, that
they should have a week’s trial. At the end of the week
I went out and looked at them. 1 slipped out at a time
when no one was likely to see me! At a hundred yards
distance the plants looked like so many little Corn stalis
in November; but, at twenty yards, 1 saw that ell was
right, and 1 began to reproach myself for having suffered
my mind to be thwarted in its purpose by opinions op-
posed to principles. I saw, that the plants were all
alive, and had begun fo shoot in the heart. 1 did not
stop a minute. 1 hastened back to the garden to see
whether any of the plants, which lay in heaps, were yet
alive.

217. Now, mind, the plants were put out on the first
of July; the 15 succeeding days were not only dry, but
the very hottest of this gloriously hot summer. The
ﬂlargts that had been flung away were, indeed, nearly

dead; but, some, which lay at the boitoms of the
heaps, were not only alive, but had shot their roots into
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the ground. 1 resolved to plant out two rows of these,

even these. While I was at it Mr. Jupce MircugLn

called upon me. He laughed at us very heartily. This
was on the 8tk of July. 1 challenged him to take him
three to one my two rows against any two rows of his

corn of equal length; and he is an excellent farmer on

excellent land. “ Then,” said I, “if you are afraid to
“ back your opinion, I do not mind your laugh.”

218. On the 27th of August Mr. Jubee MircueLL
and his brother the justly celebrated Docror MircneLL
did me the honour to call here. I was gone to the
mill; but they saw the Corn. The next day I had the
pleasure to meet Doctor Mitchell, for the first time, at
- his brother’s ; and a very great pleasure it was; for a
man more full of knowledge and apparently less con-
scious of it, I never saw in my life. But, the Corn :

“ What do you think of my Corn now ?” I asked Mr.

Mircuerr whether he did not think I should have won
the wager. “ Why, I do not know, indeed,” said he,
‘“ as to the two first planted rows.”

219. On the 10th of September, Mr. Jupce Law- .

RENCE, in company with a young gentleman, saw the

Corn. He examined the ears. Said that they were

well-filled, and the grains large. He made some calcu-
lations as to the amount of the crop. I think he agreed
with me, that it would be at the rate of about forty
bushels to the acre. All that now remained was to har-
vest.the Corn, in a few weeks’ time, to shell, to weigh
it; and to obtain a couple of rows of equal length of
- every neighbour surrounding me; and then, make the
comparison, the trinmphant result of which 1 antici-
pated with so much certainty, that my impatience for
the harvest exceeded in degree the heat of the weather,
though that continued broiling hot. That very night!
the night following the day when Mr. Jupce Lawrence
saw the Corn, eight or nine steers and heifers leaped,
or broke, into my pasture from the road, kindly poked
down the fence of the field to take with them four oxen
of my own which had their heads tied down, and in they
all went just upon the transplanted Corn, of which they

left neither ear nor stem, except about two bushels of

ears which they had, in their haste, trampled under
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foot! What a mortification! Half an acre of fine cab-
bages nearly destroyed by the biting a hole in the hearts
of a great part of them ; turnips torn up and trampled
about; a scene of destruction and waste, which, at
another time, would have made me stamp and rave
(if not swear) like a mad-man, seemed now nothing at
all. 'The Corn was such a blow, that nothing else was
felt. T was, too, both hand-tied and tongue-tied. I
had nothing to wreak my vengeance on. In the case
of the Boroughmongers 1 ean repay blow with blow,
and, as they have ﬁready felt, with interest and com-
pound interest. But, there was no human being that I
could blame; and, as to the depredators themselves,
though in this instance, their conduct did seem worthy
of another being, whom priests have chosen to furnish
with horns as well as tail, what was I to do against
them ? In short, I had, for once in my life, to submit
peaceably and quietly, and to content myself with a
firm resolution never to plant, or sow, again, without the
protection of a fence, which an ox cannot get over and
which a pig cannot go under.

220. This Corn had every disadvantage to contend
'with : poor land ; no manure but earth-ashes burnt out
of that same land ; planted in dry earth; planted in

“and hot weather ; no rain to enter fwo inehes, until
the 8th of August, nine and thirty days after the trans-
planting ; and yet, every plant had one good perfect ear,
and, besides, a small ear to cach plant; and some of the

lants had three ears, two perfect and one imperfect.
“ven the two last-planted rows, though they were not so
good, were not bad. My opinion is, that their produce
would have been at the rate of 25 bushels to the acre;
and this is not a bad crop of Corn,

221. For my part, if I should cultivate Corn again, I
shall transplant it to a certainty. Ten days earlier,
Perhaps; but I shall certainly transplant what I grow.
I know, that the labour will be less, and 1 believe that
the crop will be far greater. No dropping the seed;
mo hand-hoeing; no patching after the cut-worm, or
brown grub; no suckers; no grass and weeds; no
stifling ; every plant has its proper space ; all is clean ;
and one good deep plonghing, or two at most, leaves the
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und as clean as a garden ; that is to say, as a garden

ought to he. The sowing of the seed in beds is one
day’s work (for ten acres) for one man. Hoeing the
young plants, another day. Transplanting, four dollars
an acre to the very outside. * But where are the hands
to come from to do the transplanting?” One would
think, that, to hear this question so often repeated, the
people in America were like the Rhodian Militia, de-
scribed in the beautiful poem of Dryden,  mouths
without hands.” Far, however, is this from being the
case; or else, where would the kands come from to do
the marking ; the dropping and covering of the Corn;
the hand-hoing ofit, sometimes twice ; the fatcﬁiﬂg, after
the grubs; the suckering when that work is done, as it
always ought to be? Put the plague and expenses o
all these operations together, ants] you will, I believe, find
them to exceed four, or even six, dollars an acre, if they
be all well done, and the Corn kept perfectly clean.

222. The transplanting of ten acres of Corn cannot
be done all in one day by two or three men ; nor is it
at all necessary that it should. It may be done within
the space of twelve or fourteen days. Little boys and_
girls, very small, will carry the plants, and if the farmer
will but try, he will stick in an acre a day himself’; for,
observe, nothing is so easily done. There is no fear of
dearth. Theplants, in soft ground, mightalmost be poked
down like so many sticks. I did not try it; but, I am
pretty sure, that the roots might be cut all off close, so
that the stump were left entire. For, mind, a fibre, of
a stout thing, never grows again after removal. New.
ones must come out of new roots too, or the plant,
whether corn or tree, will die. When some people
plant trees, they are so careful not to cut off the liitle
hairy fibres ; for these, they think, will catch hold of the
ground immediately. If, when they have planted in
the fall, they were to open the ground in June the next
year, what would be their surprize to find all the hairy
fibres in a mouldy state, and the new small roots shot
out of the big roots of the tree, and no new fibres at all
yet t for, these come out of the new small roots! It is
the same with every sort of plant, except of a very,
small size and very quickly moyed from earth to earth,
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923. If any one choose to tr this method of eultivat-
ing Corn, let him bear in mind, that the plants ought to
be strong, and nearly two feet high. The leaves should
be shortened by all means; for, they must perish at the
tops before the new flow of sap can reach them. I have
heard people say, that they have tried transplanting
Corn very often, but have never found it to answer.
But how have they tried it?  Why, when the grub has
destroyed a hill, they have taken from other hills the
superabundant plants and filled up the vacancy. In
the first place, they have done this when the plants
were small: that is not my plan. Then they have put
the plants in stale hard ground: that is not my plan,
Then they have put them into ground where prosperous
neighbours had the siart of them: that is not my plan,
I am not at all surprised, that they have not found
their plan to answer; but, that is no reason that mine
should not answer. The best way will be to try three
rows in any field, and see which method requires the
least labour and produces the largest crop.

224, At any rate, the facts, which I have stated upon
this subject are curious in themselyes; they are useful,
as they show what we may vgnture fo do in the remoy-
ing of plants; and they show most clearly how un-
founded are the fears of those, who imagine, that Corn
is injured by ploughing between it and breaking its
roots. My plants owed their vigour and their fruit to
their removal into fresh pasture; and, the oftener the
Jand is ploughed between growing crops of any sort
(allowing the roots to shoot between the ploughings)
the better it is, I remember that Lorp Raneraeu
showed me in 1806, in his garden at Fulham, a peach
tree, which he had removed in full bloom, and that must
have been in March, and which bore a good crop of
fine fruit the same year. If a tree can be thus dealt
with, why need we fear to transplant such things as

Indian Corn? |

wil
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CHAP. VI

Swepisa Turnips.

225. Upon this subject I have no great deal to add
to what was said in Part I. Chap. II. There are a
few things, however, that I omitted to mention, which I
will mention here.

226. I sow my seed by kand. All machinery is im-
perfect for this purpose. The wheel of the drill meets
with a sudden check ; it jumps; the holes are stopped ;
a clogging or an improper impelling takes place; a ga
is produced, and it can never be put to rights; and,
after all, the sowing upon four-feet rigdes is ver nearly
as quickly performed by hand. I make the drills, or
channels, to sow the seed in by means of a light roller,
which is drawn by a horse, which rolls two ridges at a
time, and which has two markers following the roller,
making a drill upon the top of each ridge. This saves
time; but, if the hand do the whole, a man will draw
the drills, ‘sow the seed, and cover an acre in a day
with ease. .

227. The only mischief in this case, is, that of sow-
ing oo thick; and this arises from the seed being so
nearly of the colour of the earth. To guard against
this evil, I this year adopted a method which succeeded
perfectly. I wetted the seed with water a little, 1 then
put some whitening to it, and by rubbing them well
together, the seed became whiie instead of brown:
so that the man when sowing, conld see what he as
about. .

228. In my directions for transplanting turnips 1
omitted to mention one very important thing ; the care
to be taken not to bury the heart of the plant. 1 ob-
served how necessary it was to fix the plant firmly in
the ground ; and, as the planter is strictly charged to do
this, he is apt to pay little attention to the means by
which the object is accomplished. The thing is done
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easily enough, if you cram the butts of the leaves down
below the surface. But, this brines the earth, with the
first rain at least, over the heart of the plant; and then
it will never grow at all: it will just Zive; but will never
increase in size one single jot. Care, therefore, must
be taken of this. The fixing is to be effected by the
stick being applied to the point of the root; as men-
tioned in paragraph 85. Not to fix the plant is a great
fault; but 1o bury the heart is a much greater; for, if
this be done the plant is sure to die.

229. My own crop of Swedish Turnips this year is
far inferior to that of last in every respect. The season
has been singularly unfavourable to all green and root
crops. The grass has been barer than it was, I be-
lieve, ever known to be: and, of course, other vegeta-
bles have experienced a similar fate. Yet, T have
some very good turnips; and, even with such a season,
'they are worth more than three times what a crop of
'Corn on the same land would have been. I am now
((@5th Nov.) giving the greens to my cow and hogs. A
'cow and forty stout hogs eat the greens of about twenty
or thirty rods of turnips in a day. My five acres of
igreens will last about 25 days. I'give no corn or grain
of any sort to these hogs, and my English hogs are
quite fat enough for ifres!s pork. I have about 25 more
[Pigs to join these forty in a month’s time: about 40
more will join those before April. My cabbages on an
acre and a half of ground will carry me well on till
[February (unless I send my savoys to New York), and,
when the cabbages are done, I have my Swedish Tur-
nips for March, April, May and June, with a great
many to sell if I choose. I have, besides, a dozen ewes
to keep on the same food, with a few wethers and lambs
for my house. In June Early Cabbages come in; and
then the hogs feed on them. "Thus the year is brought
round.

230. But, what pleases me most, as to the Swedish
Turnips, is, that several of my neighbours have tried
the cu?ture, and have far surpassed me in it this year.
Their land is better than mine, and they have had no
Borough-villains and Bank-villains to fight against,
Since my Turnips were sown, I have written great part
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of a Grammar and have sent twenty Registers to Eng-
land, besides writing letters amounting to a reasonable :
volume in bulk ; the whole of which has made an ave=.
rage of nine pages of common print a day, Sundays
included. And, besides this, I have been twelve days
from home, on business, and about five on visits, Now,
whatever may have been the guality of the writings; |
whether they demanded mind or not, is no matter : they |
demanded time for the fingers to move in, and yet, I
have not written a hundred pages by candle-light. A
man knows not what he can do ’till he #ries. But, then,
mind, I have always been up with the cocks and hens; |
and I have drunk nothing but milk and water. Itis a,
saying, that “ wine inspires wit;” and that * in wine;
“there is truth.” These sayings are the apologies of]
drinkers. Every thing that produces intoxication,
though in but the slightest degree, is injurious to the!

-mind ; whether it be such to the body or not, is a matter

of far less consequence. My Letter to Mr. TiernEY,,
on the state of the Paper-Money, has, I find, produced |
a great and general impression m England. The sub-.
ject was of great importance, and the treating it in-.
volved much of that sort of reasoning which is the most|
difficult of execution. That Letter, consisting of thirty-
two full pages of lprint, 1 wrote in one day, and that,,
too, on the 11th of July, the hottest day in the year.,
But, I never could have done this, if I had been guz-.
Zling wine, or grog, or beer, or cider all the day. I
hope the reader will excuse this digression ; and, for
my own part, I think nothing of the charge of egotism,,
if, by indulging in it, I produce a proof of the excel-
lent effects of sobriety. It is not drunkenness that 1|
cry out against : that is beastly, and beneath my notice.
It is drinking ; for a man may be a great drinker, and |
yet no drunkard. He may accustom himself to swal- .
Jow, ’till his belly is a sort of tub. The Spaniards,
who are a very sober people, call such a man *‘ @ wine:
“ bag,” it being the custom in that country fo put wine
into bags, made of skins or hides. And mdeed, wine
bag or grog bag or beer bag is the suitable appellation.

231. To return to the Swedish Turnips, it was ims
possible for me to attend to them in person at all; for;
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if I once got out, 1 should have kept out. 1 was very
anxious about them ; but much more anxious about my
duty to my countrymen, who have remained so firmly
- attached to me, and in ‘whose feelings and views, as to
public matters, I so fully participate. I left my men
- to do their best, and, considering the season, they did
- very well. I have observed before, that I never saw
my Savoys ’till two months after they were planted out
in the ﬁefd, and I never saw some of my Swedish Tur-
- mips till within these fifteen days.

232. But, as I said before, some of my neighbours
have made the experiment with great success. I men-
tioned Mr. Dayrea’s crop before, at paragraph 197.
Mr. Hanr, at South Hampstead, has a fine piece, as
my son informs me. His account is, that the field
looked, in October, as fine as any that he ever saw in
- England. Mr. Jubee Mircuert has a small field
that were, when I saw them, as fine as any that I ever
saw in my life,. He had transplanted some in the
' driest and hottest weather ; and they were exceedingly
- fine, notwithstanding the singular untowardness of the

season,

233. Mr. James Byrp of Flushing, has, however,
done the thing upon the largest scale. He sowed, in
June, about two acres and a half upon ridges thirty
inches apart. They were very fine; and, in Septem-
ber, their leaves met across the intervals. On the
%‘Iﬁst of September I saw them for the second time,
- The field was one body of beautiful green. The wea-
ther still very dry. I advised Mr. yrd to plough be-
- tween them I‘;y all means; for the roots had met long
 before across the interval. He observed, that the horse
would trample on the leaves. 1 said, ¢ never mind :
* the good done by the plough will be ten times greater
¢ than the injury done Ey the breaking of leaves.” He
 said, that, great as his fears were, he would follow my
advice. I saw the turnips again on the 8th of October,
when I found that he had begun the ploughing ; but,
that the horse made such havock amony the leaves
his workmen made such clamorous remonst ance:
afier doing a litile piece, Mr. Byrd desistec

r* hese
were reasons wholly insufficient to satisfy me; and at
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the latter, the remonstrances of a workman, I should
have ridiculed, without a grain of mercy, only I recol-
lected, that my men had remonstrated me (partly with
sorrowful looks and shakes of the head) out of my de-
sign to transplant six acres of Indian Corn.

234. Mr. Byrp’s crop was about 350 bushels to an
acre. I was at his house on the 23rd of this month
(November) ; and there I heard two things from him |
which I communicate with great pleasure. The first
was, that, from the time he began &ng up his turnips,
he began feeding his cows upon the greens; and, that
this doubled the quantity of their milk. That the greens
- might last as long as possible, he put them in small
heaps, that they might not heat. He took up his turnips,
however, nearly a month #o0 early. They grow till
the hard frosts come, The greens are not so good till
they have had some little frost ; and, the ‘bulb should
be ripe. I have been now {27th Nov.) about ten days
cutting off my greens. The bulbs I shall take up in
about ten days hence. Those that are not consumed
by that time, I shall put in small heaps in the field, and
bring them away as they may be wanted. '

285. The other thing stated to me by Mr. Byrn
pleased me very much indeed ; not only on account of |
its being a complete confirmation of a great principle
of TurL applied to land in this climate, but on account
also of the candour of Mr. Byrp, who, when he had
seen the result, said, ** 1 was wrong, friend Cobbett, in.
not following thy advice.” -And then he went on to tell
me, that the turnips in the piece which he had ploughed
after the 21st of September were a crop a fourth part
greater than those adjoining them, which remained un-

loughed. Thus, then, let no one be afraid of breaking
the pretty leaves that look so gay; and, how false, then
must be the notion, that to plough Indian Corn in dry
weather, or late, is injurious! Why should it not be as
“heneficial to Corn as to Turnips and Cabbages ! |

236. Mr, Byrp transplanted with his superabundant
plants, about two acres and a half. These he had not |
mkenﬁuh the 23rd .of November. They were not |
g0 fine as the others, owing, in tEart, to the hearts qf _' :
many having been buried, and to the whole having heen

S
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ut Zo0 decp into the ground. But, the ridges of both
Eélds were foo close together, TFour feet is the distance
You camnot plough clean and deep within a smaller
space without throwing the earth over the plants. But,
as hulk of crop is the object, it is very hard to persuade
ﬁnple, that two rows are not better than one. ME Jupce
ITCHELL Is a true disciple of the TurLiax Sysrea.
His rows were four feet asunder; his ridges high; all
according to rule. IfI should be able to see his crop,
or him, before this volume goes to press, I will give some
account of the result of his labour. :
237. This year has shown me, that America is not
‘wholly exempt from that mortal enemy of turnips, the
My, which mawled some of mine, and which carried off
‘a whole piece for Mr. Jupce Lawrexce at Bay-side.
‘Mr. Byrp says, that he thinks, that to soak the seed in
fish-0il is of use as a protection. 1t is very easy to try
lit; but, the best security is, pretty early sowing thiek, and
transplanting. However, this has been a singular year ;
and, even this year, the ravages of the Jly have been,
generally speaking, but trifling. |
238. Another enemy has, too, made his appearance ;
the caterpillar ; which came about the tenth of October.
These eat the leaves; and, sometimes, they will, as in
England, eat all up, if left alone. - In Mr. Bynrp’s field,
‘hey were proceeding on frett'}r rapidly, and, therefore,
ne took up his turnips earlier than he would have done.
IWide rows are a great protection against these sinecure
ventry of the fields, '].II)IE_}" attacked me on the outside
of a piece joining some buck-wheat, where they had
veen bred. When the buck-wheat was cut, they sal-
ied out upon the turnips, and, like the spawn of real
Boroughmongers, they, after eating all the leaves of
he first row, went on to the second, and were thus pro-
ieeding to devour the whole. I went with my plough,
loughed a deep furrow from the rows of turnips, as
Ar as the caterpillars had gone. Just shook the plants’
nd gave the top of the ridge a bit of a sweep with a
ittle broom. Then buried them alive, b turning the
urrows back. Oh ; that the people of E):’nga.ud could
reat the Borongh-yillians zﬁ:d their swarms in the same
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way! Then might they hear without envy of the easy
and happy lives of American farmers! i
289. A good sharp frost is the only complete doctor '
for this complaint; but, wide rows and ploughing will |
do much, where the attack is made in line, as m my:
case. Sometimes, however, the enemy starts up, here:
and there, all over the field ; and then you must plough
the whole field, or be content with turnips without|
reens, and with a diminished crop of turnips inte the:
argain. Mr. Byrp told me, that the caterpillars did|
not attack the part of the field which he ploughed after:
the 21st of September with nearly so much fury as they/
attacked the rest of the field! To be sure; for, the:
turnip leaves there, having received fresh vigour fromi|
the ploughing, were of a taste more aecrid; and, you|
always see, that insects and reptiles, that feed on leavesi
and bark, choose the most sickly or feeble plants tol
begin upon, because the juices in them are sweeter.:
So that here is another reason, and not a weak one,
for deep and late ploughing. |
240. Ishall speak again of Swedish turnips when T
come to treat of hogs; but, I will here add a few re~
marks on the subject of preserving the roots. 1In para-
graph 106, I described the manner in which I stacked:
my tarnips last year. That did very well. But, I willl
not, this year, make any hole in the ground, I will
pile up about thirty bushels upon the level ground, im
a pyramidical form, and then, to keep the earth from
running amnngbst them, put over a little straw, or leaves
of trees, and about four or five inches of earth over the
whole. ~For, mind, the object is not to prevent freez-
ing. 'The turnips will freeze as hard as stones. But/
so that they do not see the sun or the light, till they are
thawed, it is no matter. This is the case even with
apples. I preserved white turnips this way last year!
eep the light out, and all will be safe with every root
that I know any thing of, except that miserable thing)
the potatoe, which, consisting of earth, of a small por
tion of flour, and of water unmived with sugar, will
freeze to perdition, if it freeze at all. Mind, it is nd
matter to the animals, whether the Swedish turnip, the
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said JarEeg, ““ now you fell me something : what is it|
that makes the grass green?” His Lordship told him it
was the sun. “ Why,” said Jaues, pulling up some
grass, “ you see it is white down here.” * Aye,” re-
plied my Lord, ‘“but that is because the sun cannot get
at it.” * How get at it?” said James: *“ The sun
makes it Lot all the way down.” Lorp Cocuraxe came
i to me, very much delighted: ‘ Here,” said he,
“ little Jemmy has started a fine subject of dispute for
‘ all the philosophers.” 1If this page should have the
honour to meet the eye of Lorp Cocurane, it will re-
mind him of one of the many happy hours that we have
passed together, and I beg him to regard any mention of
the incident as a mark of that love and respect which I
bear towards him, and of the ardent desire I constantly
have to see him avenged on all vile, cowardly, perjured
and infamous persecutors. -

243. When any one has told me, what it is that makes
“ grass green,” I shall be able to tell him what it is that
makes darkness preserve turnips; and, in the mean-
while, I am quite content with a perfect knowledge of
the effects.

244. So far for the preservation while winter lasts ;
but, then, how to manage the roots when spring comes ?
Take the turnips out of the heaps; spread them upon
the ground round ahout, or any where else in the sun.
Let them get perfectly dry. 1f they lie @ month in sun
and rain alternately, it does not signify. They will
take no injury. Throw them on a barn’s floor; throw
them into a shed ; put them any where out of the way ;
only do not put them in thick heaps; for then they will
heat, perhaps, and grow a little. I believe they may be
kept the whole year perfectly sound and good ; but, at
any rate, I kept them thus, last year, "till July.

245. Of saving seed 1 have some little tosay. Isaved
some, in order to see whether it degenerated; but,
having, before the seed was ripe, had such com lete
“proof of the degeneracy of cabbage seed ; havin a4
assured by Mr. WiLLian Syirn, of Great Neck, that
the Swedish turnip seed had degenerated with him to a £
long whitish root; and, having, besides, seen the long, 3
pale looking things in New York Market in June; T =
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took no care of what I had growing, being sure of the
real sort from England. However, Mr. Byrp's were
from his own seed, which he has saved for several years.
- They differ from mine. They are longer in proportion
' to their circumference. The leaf is rather more pointed,
~and the inside of the bulb is not of so deep a yellow.
' Some of Mr. Byro'shavea little hole towards the crown,
-and the flesh is spotted with white where the green is
cut off. He ascribes these defects to the season; and
it may be so; but, I perceive them in none of my tur-
nips, which are as clear and as sound, though not so
large, as they were last year.
246. Seed is a great matter, Perhaps the best way,
for farmers in general, would be always to save some,
culling the plants carefully, as mentioned in paragraph
182, This might be sown, and also some English seed,
the expense being so very trifling compared with the
‘value of the object. At any rate, by saving some seed,
‘a man has something to sow; and he has it always
ready. He might change his seed once in three or
four years. But, never forgetting carefully to select the
plants, from which the see? 18 to be raised,

POSTECRIPT TO THE CHAPTER ON SWEDISH TURNIPS.

_ 247. Since writing the above, I have seen Mr. Jupar
MircueLr, and having requested him to favour me with
a written account of his experiment, he has obligingly
complied with my request in a letter, which I here
insert, together with my answer,

DEear Sirg, Ploudome, 7 Dec. 1818.

248. About the first of June last, I received the First
Part of your Year’s Residence in the United States,
which I was much pleased with, and particularly the
latter part of the book, which contains a treatise oh the
culture of the Ruta Baga. This mode of culture was
mew to me, and I thought it almost impossible that a
thousand bushels should be raised from one acre of
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oround, However, I felt very anxious to try the expe- k
riment in a small way. | ol
249. Accordingly, on the 6th day of June, I plougheﬂ,-]
up a small piece of ground, joining my salt meadow, |
containing sixty-five rods, that had not been plou hed |
for nearly thirty years. I ploughed the ground deep,,
and spread on it about ten wagon loads of composition |
manure; that is to say, rich earth and yard manure|
mixed in a heap, a layer of each alternately. I then)
harrowed the ground with an iron-toothed harrow, until}
the surface was mellow, and the manure well mixe F
with the earth, W
250. On the first of July I harrowed the ground over:
several times, and got the surface in goed order; but, in|
consequence of such late ploughing, I dared not ventures
to cross-plough, for fear of tearing up the sods, whichj
were not vet rotten. On the 7th of July I ridged the:
ground, throwing four furrows together, and leaving the:
tops of the ridges four feet asunder, and withont putting;
in any manure. I went very shoal with the plough,
because deep ploughing would have turned up the sods.)
251. On the eighth of July I sowed the seed, in single
rows on the tops of the ridges, on all the ridges except!
about eighteen. On eight of these I sowed the seed ony
the 19th of July, when the first sowing was up, and very
severely attacked by the flea ; and I was feartul of losin
the whole of the crop by that insect. = About the last o
July there came.a shower, which gave the turnips a
start ; and, on the eichth day of August I transplanted
eight of the remaining rows, early in the morning. The
weather was now very dry, and the turnips sown on tl
19th of July were just coming up. On the 10th
August I transplanted the two other rows at mid-day,
and, in consequence of such dry weather, the tops all
died ; but, in a few days, began to look green. And
in a few weeks, those that had been transplanted look
as thrifty as those that had been sown. -
252, On the 10thof August I regulated the sown rows
and left the plants standing from six to twelve inches
apart. | Y, |
253. A part of the seed I received from you, Vg'
en

part I had from France a few years ago. Wh
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gathered the crop, the transplanted turnips were nearly
as large as those that stood where they were sown.

- 254. The following is the produce: Two hundred
and two bushels on sixty-five rod of ground; a crop
arising from a mode of cultivation for which, Sir, I feel
very much indebted to you. This erop, as you will
{e_rceive, wants but two bushels and a fraction of five

undred bushels to the acre ; and I verily believe, that,
on this mode of cultivation, an acre of land, which will
bring a hundred bushels of corn ears, will produce from
seven to eight hundred bushels of the Ruta Baga Turnip.
~ 255. Great numbers of my turnips weigh siv pounds
each. The greens were almost wholly destroyed by a
caterpillar, which 1 never before saw; so that I had no
opportunity of trying the use of them as cattle-food ; but,
as to the root, cattle and hogs eat it greedily, and cattle
as well as hogs eat up the little bits that remain at-
tached to the fibres, when these are cut from the bulbs.
~ 256, I am now selling these turnips at kalf a dollar
a bushel. il
257, With begging you to accept of my thanks for
the useful information, which, in common with many
others, I have received from your Treatise on this value
able plant,

' I remain,

Dear Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

SingreToNy MrrcuHELL.

To Mr. Win. Cobbett,
Hyde Park.

258. P.S. I am very anxious to see the Second Part
of your Year's Residence. 'When will it be published ?

ANSWER.

Desr Siz, Hyde Park, 9th Dec. 1818.

259. Your letter has given me very great pleasure.
You have really tried the thing : you have given it a
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{air trial. Mr. TuLr, when people, said of his horse-
oeing system, that they had tried #¢, and found it not
to answer, used to reply: “ What have they tried?
“ all lies in the little word IT.” .
- 260. You have really tried it ; and very interesting
your account is. It is a complete answer to all those,
who talk about loss of ground from four-feet ridges ;
and especially when we compare “your crop with that
of Mr. James Byrp, of Flushing; whose ground was
prepared at an early season; who manured richly;
who kept his land like a neat garden ; and, in short,
whose field was one of the most beautiful objects of
which one can form an idea; but, whose ridees were
about two feet and a half apart, instead of four feet,
and who had three hundred and fifty bushels to the
acre, while you, with all your disadvantages of late
ploughing and sods beneath, had at the rate of five
hundred bushels. ! et
~ 261. From so excellent a judge as you are, to hear
commendation of my [ittle Treatise, must naturally be
very pleasing to me, as it is a proof that I have not
enjoyed the protection of America without doing some-
thing for it in return. Your example will be followed
by thousands; a new and copious source of human
sustenance will be opened to a race of free and ha%p}r
people ; and to have been, though in the smallest de-
gree, instrumental in the creating of this source, will
always be a subject of great satisfaction, to,
Dear Sir,
Your most obedient,
And most humble servant,
Wit Conberr.

262. P. 8. I shall to-morrow send the Second Part
of my Year's Residence to the press. I dare say it
will be ready in three weeks.

263. T conclude this chapter by observing, that a
boroughmonger hireling, who was actually fed with
pap, purchased by money paid to his father by the
minister Prer, for writing and publishing lies against -
the Prince of Wales and the gmte of York, the acs



. have been wholly inapt; for, though my

Chap. V1] Swepisn Turxirs. 153

knowledgment of the facts relating to which transaction,
I saw in the father’s own hand-writing ; this bireling,
when he heard of_my arrival on Long Island, called it
my Lem~os, whie’:n allusion will, 1 hope, i:;mve not to
ife is pre-
cisely the reverse of that of the unhappy Puirocreres,
and though 1 do not hold the arrows of Hercures, I
do possess arrows; I make them felt too at a great
distance, and, I am not certain, that my arrows are
not destined to be the only means of destroying the
Trojan Boroughmongers.
264. Having introduced a Judge here by name, it

' may not be amiss to say, for the information of my

English readers, what sort of persons these Long-
Island Judges are. They are, some of them, Resident
Judges, and others Circuit Judges. They are all

~ gentlemen of known independent fortune, and of known

excellent characters and understanding. They receive
a mere acknowledgment for their services; and they

~are, in all respects, liberal gentlemen. Those with

and most beautiful e

ur to be acquainted have fine
tes; and I am very sure, that

what each actually expends in acts of hospitality and

whom I have the

- benevolence surpasses what such a man as Burroughs,

or Richards, or Bailey, or Gibbs, or, indeed, any of
the set, expends upon every thing, except taxes.
Mr. Jupce EAWBENUE, who came to invite me to his
house as soon as he heard of my landing on the Island,
keeps a house such as I never either saw or heard of
before: My son James went with a message to him a little
while ago, and, as*he shot his way along, he was in his
shooting dress. He found a whole house full of com-
pany, amongst whom were the celebrated Dr. MircneLn
and Mr. Crinrox, the Governor of this state ; but, the

made him stay and dine. Here was he, a boy, wit

his rough, shmting dress on, dining with Judges,
Sheriffs, and Generals, and with the Chiet Magistrate.
of a Commonwealth more extensive, more populous,
and forty times as rich as Scotland ; a Chiet Magistrate
of very great talents, but in whom empty pride forms
no ingredient. Big wigs and long robes and supercilious

airs, are necessary only when the object is (o deceive
| Hb L






Chap. VIL] Porarors. 155

do not like to join battle. Of ove thing I am very
glad ; and that is, that the Irish do not like to live
upon what their accomplished countryman Docror
IFRENHAH, calls “ Ireland’s lazy root.” There is more
sound political philosophy in that poem than in all the
enormous piles of Plowden and Musgrave. When I
called it a luzy root ; when I satyrized the use of it ; the
Irish seemed to think that their national honour was
touched. But, T am happy to find, that it is not taste, but
necessity, which makes them mess-mates with the pi{g 3
for when they come to this country, they invariably prefer
to their “ favourite root,” not only fowls, geese, ducks
and turkeys, but even the flesh of oxen, pigs and
sheep ! :

‘26%. In 1815, I wrote an article, which I will here
insert, because it contains my opinions upon this sub-
ject. And when I have done that, I will add some
calculations as to the comparative value of an acre of
wheat and an acre of potatoes, The article was a
letter to the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine ; and
was in the following words :

To rur Epiror oF THE AGRICULTURAL MAGAZINE.

Sir,

269. Ix an article of your Magazine for the month of
September last, on the subject of my Letters to Lord
Sheflield, an article with which, upon the whole, I have
reason to be very proud, you express your dissent with
me upon some matters, and particularly relative to
potatoes. The passage to which I allude, is in these
words: “ As to a former diatribe of his on Potatoes, we
“ regarded it as a pleasant example of argument for
“ argument’s sake ; as an agreeable jumble of truth and
¢ of mental rambling.” .

. 9270. Now, Sir, I do assure you, that I never was
more serious in my life, than when I wrote the essay, or,
rather, casually made the observations against the cul-.
qation and use of this worse than wuseless root, 1f it
was argument for argument’s sake, no one, that I can
recollect, ever did me the honour to show that the argu-

oo

ment was fallacious. I think it a subject of great im-



156 Porarogs. [Part I1.

ortance; I ne%ard the praises of this root and the pre=,
erence given to it before corn, and even some other
roots, to E&ve arisen from a sort of monkey-like imitation.
It has become, of late years, the fashion to extol the
virtues of potatoes, as it has been to admire the writings of
Milton and Shakespear. God, almighty and all fore-see-
ing, first permitting his chief angel to be disposed torebel
against him; his permitting him to enlist whole squa-
drons of angels under his banners; his permitting this
host to come and dispute with him the throne of heaven ;
his permitting the contest to be long, and, at one time,
dnuEﬁ-‘uI; his permitting the devils to bring.cannon into
this battle in the eluui; his permitting one devil or
angel, I forget which, to be split down the middle, from
crown to crotch, as we split a pig; his permitting the
two halves, intestines and all, to go slap, up together
again, and become a perfect body ; his then, causing all
the devil host to be tumbled head-long down into a place
called Hell, of the local situation of which no man can
haye an idea ; his, causing gates (iron gates t00) to be
erected to keep the devil in; his permitting him to get
out, nevertheless, and to come and destroy the peace
and happiness of his new creation; his causing his son
to take a pair of compasses out of a drawer, to trace the
form of the earth: all this, and, indeed, the whole of
Milton’s poem is such barbarous trash, so outrageously
offensive to reason and fo common sense, that one i
naturally led to wonder how it can have been tolerated
by a people, amongst whom astronomy, navigation, and
cgeml try are understood. = Bat, it is the fushion to turn.
up the eyes, when Paradise Lost is mentioned ; and, if
you fail herein you want taste; you want Judgment
even, if you do not admire this ahsurd and ridiculous
stuff, when, if one of your relations were to write a.
letter in the same strain, you would send him to a mad-.
house and take his estate. It is the sacriﬁ% of reason
to fashion. And as to the other ** Divine Bard,” the
case is still more provoking. After his ghosts, witches,
sorcerers, fairies, and monsters ; after his bombast and
puns and smut, which appear to have been not much
relished by his comparatively rude contemporaries, had
had their full swing ; after hundreds of thousands of
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pounds had been expended upon embellishing his
works ; after numerous commentators and engravers
and painters and booksellers had got fat upon the trade ;
after jubilees had heen held in honour of his memory;
at a time when there were men, otherwise of apparen&y
ﬁ()d sense, who were what was aptly enough termed

Shakespear-mad. At this very moment an occurrence
took place, which must have put an end, for ever, to
this national folly, had it not been kept up by infatuation
and obstinacy without parallel. %uung IreLanp, I
think his name was Wirniay, no matter from what
motive, thongh I never could see any harm in his motive,
and have always thought him a man most unjustly and
brutally nsed. No matter, however, what were the in-
ducing circumstances, or the motives, he did write, and
bring forth, as being Shakespear’s, some plays, a prayer,
and a love-letter. The learned men of England, Ire-
land and Scotland met to examine these performances.
Some doubted, a few denied ; but, the far greater part,
amongst whom were Dr. Parr, Dr. Wnartox, and
Mr. GeorGe CuaLmers, declared, in the most positive
terms, that no man but Shakespear could have written
those things. There was a division; but this division
arose more from a suspicion of some trick, than from
any thing to be urged against the merit of the writings.
The plays went so far as to be ACTED. Long lists of
subseribers appeared to the work. And,in short, it was
decided, in the most une?uivac&l manner, that this young
man of sixteen years of age had written so nearly like
Shakespear, that a majority of the learned and critical
classes of the nation most firmly believed the writings to
be Shakespear’s; and, there cannot be a doubt, that, if
Mr. Ireland had been able to keep his secret, they would
have passed for Shakespear’s 'till the time shall come
when the whole heap of trash will, by the natural good
sense of the nation, Ee consigned to everlasting oblivion ;
and, indeed, as folly ever doats on a darling, it is very
likely, that these last found productions of * our im-
mortal bard” wounld have been regarded as his dest.
Yet, in spite of all this; in spite of’ what one would
have thought was sufficient to make blind people see,.
the fashion has been kept up; and, what excites some-

¥






Chap. VII.] ~ Porarors, )

they claim as their countryman; an honour, if it I:u:ie~ |
isputed, of which I will make any of them a voluntary
surrender of my share. Now, Sir, what can induce the
American to sit and hear with delight the dialogues of
Falstaff and Poins, and Dame Quickly and Doll Tear-
sheet? What can restrain them from pelting Parson
Hugh, Justice Shallow, Bardolph, and tl;:ne whole crew
off the stage? What can make them endure a ghost
cap-d-pie, a prince, who, for justice sake, pursues his
uncle and his mother, and who stabs an old gentleman
in sport, and cries out * dead for a ducat! dead!”
What can they find to “ delight ” them in punning
clowns, in ranting heroes, in sorcerers, ghosts, witches,
fairies, monsters, sooth-sayers, dreamers; in incidents
out of nature, in scenes most unnecessarily bloody.
How they must be delighted at the story of Lear put-
ting the question to his daunghters of which loved him
most, and then dividing his kingdom among them, ac-
cording to their professions of love ; how delighted to
see the fantastical disguise of Edgar, the treading out
loucester’s eyes, and the trick by which it is pre-
tended he was made to believe, that he had actually
fallen from the top of the cliff! How they must be de-
lighted to see the stage filled with green boughs, like a
coppice, as in Macbeth, or streaming like a slaughter-
house, as in Titus Andronicus! How the young girls in
~ America must be tickled with delight at the dialogues
in Troilus and Cressida, and more especially at the
retty observations of the Nurse, I think it is in Romeo
and Juliet! But, it is the same all through the work.
I know of one other, and only one other, hﬂl‘.‘ﬁi, s0 obscene
as this; and, if I were to judge from the high favour in
which these two books seem to stand, I should conelude,
that wild and improbable fiction, bad principles of mo-
rality and politicks, obscurity in meaning, bombastical
language, igrced jokes, puns, and smut, were fitted to
ie minds of the people. But I do not thus judge. It
ig {asﬁ,im. These books are in fashion. Every one is
ashamed not to be in the fashion. It is the fashion to
extol potatoes, and to eat potatoes. Every one joins

in extolling potatoes, and all the world like potatoes,
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or pretend to like them, which is the same thing in
effect. 4
272. In those memorable years of wisdom, 1800
and 1801, yon can remember, I dare say, the grave
discussions in Parliament about potatoes. It was pro-
posed by some one to make a law to encourage the
wth of them; and, if the Bill did not pass, it was,
believe, owing to the ridicule which Mr. Horne
Tooke threw upon that whole system of petty legisla-
tion. 'Will it be believed, in another century, that the
law-givers of a great nation actually passed a law to
compel people to eat pollard in their bread, and that,
too, not for the purpose of degrading or punishing, but
for the purpose of doing the said people good bby add-
ing to the quantity of bread in a time of scarcity * Will
this be believed ? In every bushel of wheat there is a
certain proportion of four, suited to the appetite and
the stomach of man; and a certain proportion of pol-
lard and bran, suited to the appetite and stomach of
pigs, cows, and sheep. But the parliament of the
years of wisdom wished to cram the whole down the
throat of man, together with the flour of other grain.
And what was to become of the pigs, cows, and sheep ? -
Whence were the pork, butter, and mutton to come?
And were not these articles of human food as well as
bread ? The truthis,that pollard, bran, and the coarser
kinds of grain, when given to cattle, make these cattle
fat ; but when eaten by man make him lean and weak.
And yet this bill actually became a law! |
273. That period of wisdom was also the period of
the potatoe-mania. Bulk was the only thing sought
after ; and, it is a real fact, that Pitt did suggest the
making of beer out of straw. Bulk was all that was
looked after. If the scarcity had continued a year
longer, I should not have been at all surprised, if it had
been proposed to feed the people at rack and manger.
But, the Potatoe! Oh! What a blessing to man! Lorp
GrexviLLE, at a birth-day dinner given to  the foreign
ambassadors, used not a morsel of bread, but, instead
of it, liftle potatoe cakes, though he had, I dare say, a
plenty of lamb, poultry, pig, &c. All of which had
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been fatted upon corn or meal, in whole or in part.
Yes, Sir, potatoes will do very well along with plenty
of animal food, which has been fatted on something bet-
ter than potatoes, But, when you and I talk of the
use of them, we must consider them in a very different
ight.

274. The notion is, that potatoes are cheaper than
wheat flour. This word cheap is not quite expressive
enough, but it will do for our present purpose. I shall
consider the cost of potatoes, in a family, compared with
that of flour. It will be best to take the simple case of
the labouring man.

275. The price of a bushel of fine flour, at Botley,
is, at this time, 10s. The weight is 561bs. The price
of a bushel of potatoes is 2. 6d. They are just now
dug up, and are at the cheapest. A bushel of potatoes
which are measured by a large bushel, weighs about
601bs. dirt and all, for they are sold unwashed. | Allow
4lbs. for dirt, and the weights are equal. Well, then,
here is toiling Dick with his four bushels of potatoes,
and John with his bushel of flour. But, to be fair, I
must allow, that the relative price is not always so
much in favour of flour. Yet,li think you will agree
with me, that upon an average, five bushels of potatoes
do cost as much as one bushel of flour. You know
very well, that potatoes in London, sell for 1d. and
sometimes for 2d. a pound; that is to say, sometimes
for 1/. 7s. 6d. and sometimes for 21. 15s. the five hushels.
This is notorious. Every reader knows it. And did
you ever hear of a bushel of flour selling for 2/ 15s.

onstrous to think of! And yet the tradesman’s wife,
looking narrowly to every halfpenny, trudges away to
the potatoe shop to get five or six pounds of this wretch-
ed root for the purpose of saving flour! She goes and

ives 10d. for ten pounds of potatoes, when she might
Euy five pounds of flour with the same money! Before
her potatoes come to the table, they are, even in bulk,
less than 5lbs. or even 3lbs. of flour made into a pud-
ding. Try the experiment yourself Sir, and you
gil soon be able to appreciate the economy of this
ame,
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276. But, to return to Dick and John ; the former has
got his five bushels of potatoes,and the latter his bushel
of flour. T shall by and by, have to observe upon the
stock that Dick must lay in, and upon the stowage that
he must have; but, at present, we will trace these two
commodities in their way to the mouth and in  their
effects upon those who eat them. Dick has got five
bushels at once, because he could have them a little
cheaper. John may have his Peck or Gallon of flour :
for that has a fixed and indiscriminating price. It re-
quires no trick in dealing, no judgment, as in the case
of the roots, which may be wet, or kollow, or kot ; flour
may be sent for by any child able to carry the quantity
wanted. However, reckoning Dick’s tronble and time
nothing in getting home his five bushels of potatoes,
and supposing him to have got the right sort, a ¢ fine
sort,” which he can hardly fail of, indeed, since the
whole nation is now full of “ fine sort,” let us now see
how he goes to work to consume them. He has a piece
of bacon upon the rack, but he must have some pota-
toes too. On goes the pof, but there it may as well
hang, for we shall find it in continual requisition. For
this time the meat and roots boil together. But, what
is Dick to have for supper? Bread? No. He shall
not have bread, unless Ee will have bread for dinner,
Put on the Pot again for supper. Up an hour before
day light and on with the pot. Fill your luncheon-
bag, Dick : nothing is so relishing and so strengthening
out in the harvest-field, or ploughing on a bleak hi
in winter, as a cold potatoe. But, be.sure, Dick, to
wrap your bag well up in your clothes, during winter,
or, when you come to lunch, you may, to your great
surprise, find your food transformed into pebbles, Home
goes merry Dick, and on goes the pot again. Thus
1095 times in the year Dick’s pot must boil. This is,
at least, a thousand thmes oftener than with a bread
and meat diet. Once a week baking and once a week
boiling, is as much as a farm house used to require,
There must be some fuel consumed in winter for warmth,
But here are, at the least, 500 fires to be made for the
sake of these potatoes, and, at a penny a fire, the
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amount is more than would purchase four bushels of
flour, which would make 288 lbs. of bread, which at

- %1bs. of bread a day, would keep John’s family in bread
. for 41 days out of the 365. This T state as a fact

challenging contradiction, that, exclusive of the extra
labowr, occasioned by the cookery of potatoes, the fucl
required, in a year, for a bread diet, would cost, in
any part of the kingdom, more than would keep a fa-
mily, even in baker’s bread for 41 days in the year, at
the rate of 71 lbs. of bread a day.

277. John, on the contrary, lies and sleeps on Sun-
day merning ’till ahout 7 o’clock. He then gets a bit
of bread and meat, or cheese, if he has either. The
mill gives him his bushel of flour in a few minutes.
His wife has baked during the week. He has a pud-
ding on Sunday, and another batch of bread, before
the next Sunday. The moment he is up, he is off to
his stable, or the field, or the coppice. His breakfast
and luncheon are in his bag. In spite of frost he finds
them safe and sound. They give him heart, and ena-
ble him to go through the day. His 56 lbs. of flour,
with the aid of 2d. in yeast, bring him 721bs. of bread ;
while, after the dirt and peelings and waste are de-
ducted, it is very doubtful whether Dick’s 300 Ibs. of
Eﬂtato'es bring 2001bs. of even this wate?' diet to

is lips. Tt is notorious, that in a pound of clean pota-
toes there are 11 ounces of water, half an ounce of
earthy matter, an ounce of fibrous and strawey stuff,
and I know not what besides. The water can do Dick
1o good, but he must swallow these 11 ounces of water
in every pound of potatoes, How far earth and straw
may tend to fatten or strengthen cunning Dick, I'do
not know ; but, at any rate, it is certain, that, while he

" is eating as much of potatoe as is equal in nutriment to-

11b. of bread, he must swallow about 14o0z. of water,
earth, straw, &c. for, down they must go altogether,
like the Parliament’s bread in the years of wisdom,
1800 and 1801. But, suppose every pound of pota-
‘toes to bring into Dick’s stomach a 6th part in nutri-
- tious matter, including in the gross pound all the dirt,
eyes, peeling, and other inevitable waste.  Divide his



164 Porarogs. [Part IL.

gross 300 lbs. by 6, and you will find him with 50 1bs. of
nutritious matter for the same sum that John has laid out
in 72 lbs. of nutritious matter, besides the price of
288 1bs. of bread in a-year, which Dick lays out in extra
fuel for the eternal boilings of his pot. Is it any wonder
that his cheeks are like two bits of loose leat er, while
he is pot-bellied, and weak as a cat? In order to get
half a pound of nutritious matter into him, he must
swallow about 50 ounces of water, earth, and straw..
Without ruminating faculties how he is to bear this:
cramming ? ;

278. But Dick’s disadvantages do not stop here,
He must lay in his store at the beginning of winter, or
he must buy through the nose. And, where is he to
find stowage? He has no caves. He may pie them in
the garden, if he has none ; but, he must not open the
pie in frosty weather. It is a fact not to be disputed,
that a full tenth of the potatoe crop is destroyed, upon
an average of years, by the frost. His wife, or stout
daughter, cannot go out to work to help to earn the
means of buying potatoes. She must stay at home to
boil the pot, the everlasting pot! There is no such thing
as a cold dinner. No such thing as women sitting down
on a hay-cock, or a shock of wheat, to their inner,
ready to jump up at the approach of the shower. Home
they must tramp, if it be three miles, to the fire that
ceaseth not, and the pot as black as Satan. No wonder,
that in the brightest and busiest seasons of the year,
Yyou see from every cottage door, staring out at you, as
You pass, a smoky-capped, greasy-heeled woman. The
})ot, which keeps her at home, also gives her the co-
huurl' of the chimney, while long inactivity swells her

eels.

279. Now, Sir, I am quite serious in these my rea-
sons against the use of this root, as food for man, As
food for other animals, in proportion to its cost, 1 know
it to be the worst of all roots that I know any thing of;
but that is another question, 1 have here been speak-
ing of it as food for man; and, if it be more expensive
than flour to the labourer in the country, who, at any
rate, can stow it in pies, what must it be to tradesman’s
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and artizan’s families in fowns, who can lay in no store,
and who must buy by the ten pound or quarter of a
hundred at a time? When broad-faced l\zrs. Wilkins
tells. Mrs. Tomkins, that, so that she has “ a potatoc”
for her dinner, she does not care a arthing for bread,
Ionly laugh, knowing that she .will twist down a half
pound of beef with ier ‘ potatoe,” and has twisted
down half a pound of buitered toast in the morning,
and means to do the same at tea time without prejudice
to her supper and grog. But when Mrs. Tomkins
gravely answered, ¢ yes, Ma'am, there is nothing like
“ a potatoe ; it is such a saving in a family,” I really
should not be very much out of humour to see the téte-
a-téte broken up by the application of a broom-stick.

280. However, Sir, I am talking to you now, and,
as I am not aware that there cannﬁe any impropriety
init, I now call upon you to show, that I am really
wrong in my notions upon this subiieet; and this, I
think you are, in some sort bound to do, seeing that you
have, in a public manner, condemned them.

281. But, there remains a very important part of
the subject yet undiscussed. For, though you should
be satisfied, that 300 1bs. of potatoes are not, taking
‘every thing into consideration, more than equal to about
30lbs. of flour, you may be of opinion, that the dispro-
‘portion in the bulk of the erops is, in favour of potatoes,
imore than sufficient to compensate for this. 1 think
this is already clearly enough settled by the relative
jprices of the contending commodities ; for, if the quan-
tity of produce was on the side of potatoes, their price
would be in proportion.

282. I have heard of enormous crops of potatoes ; as
high, I believe, as 10 tons grow upon an acre. I have
heard of 14 sacks of wheat upon an acre. I never saw
above 10 grow upon an acre. The average crop of
wheat is about 24 bushels, in this part of England, and
the average crop of potatoes about 6 tons. The weight
ofthe wheat 1,440 lbs. and that of the potatoes 13,440 lbs.
Now, then, if I am right in what has been said ahove,
this bulk of potatoes barely keeps place with that of
the wheat; for, if a bushel of wheat does not make 56 lbs,
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of flour, it weighs 60 lbs. and leaves pollard and bran)
to make up the deficiency. Then, as to the cost :* they
ground must be equally good. The seed is equally)
expensive. But the potatoes must be cultivated durinﬁ
their growth. The expense of digging and cartage an
stowage is not less than 2/ an acre at ‘present prices.
The expense of reaping, housing, and threshing is, af
present prices, 10s. less. The potatoes leave no straw,
the wheat leaves straw, stubble, aud gleanings for pigs.
The straw is worth, at least 3/, an acre, at presenti
prices. It is, besides, absolutely necessary. It littersy
in conjunction with other straw, all sorts of cattle; if
sometimes helps to feed them; it covers half the build~
ings in the kingdom ; and makes no small part of the
people’s beds. The potatoe is a robber in all mannen
of ways. It largely takes from the farm-yard, and
returns little, or nothing to it; it robs the land more tham
any other plant or root, it robs the eaters of their time.
their fuel, and their health; and, I agree fully with
Monsievr Tissor, that it robs them of their menta:
powers. |

- 2883. I do not deny, that it is a pleasant enough thin
to assist in sending down lusty Mrs. Wilkins’s good hal
pound of fat roast-beef. Two or three ounces of water:
earth, and straw, can do ker no harm; but, when I see
a poor, little, pale-faced, life-less, pot-bellied boy peep-
ing out at a cottage-door, where fought to meet with
health and vigour, I cannot help cursing the fashion:
which has given such general use to this root, as food for
man. However, I must say, that the chief ground o
my antipathy to this root is, that it tends to debase the
common people, as every thing does, which brings theiy
mode of living to be nearer that of cattle. The man
and his pig, in the potatoe system, live pretty mucli
upon the same diet, and eat nearly in the same manner
and out of nearly the same utensil. The same eternally-
boiling pot cooks their common mess. Man, being
master, sits at the first table; but, if his fellow-feeder
comes after him, he will not fatten, though he will live
upon the same diet. Mr. Curwen found potatoes td
supply the place of kay, being first well cooked ; but|
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they did not su]i}:lg' the place of oats ; and yet fashion
has made people believe, that they are eapable of sup-

| g}ﬁinﬂ' the place of bread ! It is notorious, that nothing

ill fatten on potatoes alone. Carrots, parsnips, cab-

- bages, will, in time, fatten sheep and oxen, and, some

of them, pigs ; but, upon potatoes alone, no animal that
I ever heard of will fatten. And yet, the greater part,
and, indeed, all the other roots and plants here men-
tioned, will yield, upon ground of the same quality,
three or four times as heavy a crop as potatoes, and
will, too, for a long while, set the frosis at defiance.
284. If, Sir, you do me the honour to read this let-

ter, I shall have taken u agood deal of your time ; but
the subject is one of much importance in rural economy,
and therefore, cannot be whuﬁy uninteresting to you. I
will not assume the sham modesty to suppose, that my
manner of treating it makes me unworthy of an answer ;
and, I must confess, that I shall be disappointed unless
you make a serious attempt to prove to me, that I am
11 error.

I am, Sir,

Your most obedient,
And most humble Servant,

Wi, Conserr.

285. Now, observe, I never received any answer to

this. Much abuse. New torrents of abuse: and, in

language still more venomous than the former; for now
the%liltun and Shakespear men, the critical Parsons,
took up the pen; and when you have an angry Priest
for adversary, it is not the common viper, but the rattle-
snake that you have to guard against. However, as no
one put his name to what he wrote, my remarks went
on producing their effect; and a very considerable
effect they had.

286. About the same time Mr. Trvorny Browx of
Peckham Lodge, who is one of the most understanding
and most worthy men I ever had the honour to be ac-
quainted with, l;:;mishad me with the following compa-~
rative estimate relative to wheat and potatoes.






Chap. VIIL.] Poraroes. 169

289. Thus, then, the nutritious contents of the Potatoes
surpass that of the wheat but by a few pounds; but to
get at those contents, unaccompanied with nine times
their weight in earth, straw, and water, is émpossible.
Nine pounds of earth, straw and water must, then, be
swallowed, in order to get at the one pound of flour !

290. I beg to be understood as saying nothing against
the cultivation of potatoes in any place, or near any
place where there are people willing to consume them
at half a dollar a bushel, when wheat is two dollars a
bushel. 1f any one will buy dirt to eat, and if one can
get dirt to him with more profit than one can get wheat
to him, let us sn:lpply him with dirt by all means. It is
his taste to eat dirt; and, if his tasté have nothing im-
moral in it, let himn, in the name of all that is ridiculous,
follow his taste. 1 know a prime Minister, who picks
his nose and regales himself with the contents. [
- solemnly declare this to be true. I have witnessed the
worse than beastly act scores of times: and vet, I do
not know, that he is much more of a beast ‘than the
greater part of his associates. Yet, if this were all : if
ES:'ere chargeable with nothing but this; if he would
confine his swallow to this, 1 do not know that the
nation would have any right to interfere between his
nostrils and his gullet.

291. Nor do I say, that it is {iftky to eat potatoes. 1
4o not ridicule the using of them as sauce. What I
“laugh at is, the idea of the use of them being a saving ;
of their going further than bread ; of the cultivation of
them in lieu of wheat adding to the human sustenance
of @ country. This is what I laugh at; and laugh I
must as long as I have the above estimate before me.

292, As food for cattle, sheep or hogs, this is the
worst of all the green and root crops; but, of this I
have said enough before ; and, therefore, I now dismiss
‘the Potatoe with the hope, that I shall never again
have to write the word, or to see the thing.
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CHAP. VII

COWS, SHEEP, HOGS, AND POULTRY.

293. Cows—With respect to cows, need we amy
other facts than those of Mr. Byrp to prove how advan-.
tageous the Swedish turnip culture must be to those who |
keep cows in order to make Butter and cheese t  The
greens come to supply the place of grass, and to add aj
_manth to the feeding on green food. They come just ati
the time when cows, in this country, are let go dry. It
is too hard work to squeeze butter out of straw and corni
stalks ; and, if you could get it out, it would not, pound!
for pound, be nearly so good as lard, though it would bes
full as white. To give cows fine hay no man thinks of ;
and, therefore, dry they must be from.November untik
March, though a good piece of cabbages added to the
_tumiP_. greens would keep them on in milk to their caly-
ing time ; or, ’till within a month of it at any rate. - The:
bulbs of Swedish turnips are foo valuable to give ic

cows ; but the cabbages, which are so easily raised!
may be made subservient to their use, i
294. Sheep.—In the First Part I have said how I
fed my sheep upon Swedish turnips. I have now only
to add, that, in the case of early lambs for market, cab-
bages, and especially savoys, in February and Marchi
would be excellent for the ewes. Sheep love green. In
a turnip field, they never touch the bulb, till every bito|
green is eaten. I would, therefore, for this pur :
have some cabbages, and, if possible, of the savoy kind
295, Hogs.—This is the main object, when we tall
of raising %re_en. and root crops, no matter how near ¢
or how far from the spot where the produce of the farm
is to be consumed. For, pound for E.ounﬁ,. the h:ﬁ;ii
the most valuable animal ; and, whether fresh or salted
is the most easily conveyed. Swedish turnips or cabi
bages or Mangel Wurzel will fatten an ox; but, tha
which would, in four or five months, fatten the ox, would

keep fifieen August Pigs from the grass going to the
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grass coming, on Long Island. Look at their wortl, in
June, and compare it with the foew dollars that you have
ﬁ by fatting the ox ; and look also at the manire in the
cases, tarmer, on this Island fatted two oxen last
winter upon corn. He told me, after he had sold them,
that, if Eg had given the oven away, and sold the corn,
he should have had more money in his pocket. But, if
~ he had kept, through the winter, four or five summer pigs
- ‘upon this corn, would they have eaten all his corn to no
| Efpose‘!f I am aware, that pigs get something at an
- ox-stable door; but what a process is this!

296. My hogs are now living wholly upon Swedish
turnip greens, and, though I have taken no particular
m abhout the matter, thefy look very well, and, for

| hogs and sows, are as fat as I wish them to be.
My En %J'ah hogs are sleek, and fit for fresh pork ; and
 all the hogs not only eat the greens but do well upon
them. But, observe, I give them plenty three times a
- day. Tn the forenoon we get a good wagon load, and
that is for three meals. This is a main thing, this
! %}? ; and, the farmer must see to it with his O WN
| .YES; for, workmen are all starvers, except of them-
~selves. T never had a man in my life, who would not
starve a hog, if'I would let him; that is to say, if the
food was to be got by some labour. You must, there-
fore, see to ¢his; or, you do not try the thing at all.
' 297. Turnip greens are, however, by no means equal
to cabbages, or even to cabbage leaves. The cabbage,
|§iﬂ even the leaf, is the JSruit of the plant ; which is not
‘the case with the Turnip green. Therefore the latter
‘must, especially when they follow summer cabbages, be
‘given in greater proportionate quantities,
 298. Asto the bulb of the Swedish turnip, I have said
‘enough, in the First Part, as food for hogs ; and 1 should
‘mot have mentioned the matter again, had I not been
isited by two gentlemen, who came on purpose (from a
at distance) to see, whether hogs really would eat
dish turnips! Let not the English farmers laugh at
;ﬂg; let them not imagine, that the American farmers
are a set of simpletons on this account: for, only about

thirty years ago, the English farmers would, not, indeed,
have gone a great distlnmi to” ascertain the fact, but
2
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would have said at once, that the ¢hing wasfalse. It isnot |
more than about four hundred years since the Londone r,
were whelly supplied with cabbages, spinage, turnips, |
carrots, and all sorts of garden stuff from Flanders.
And now, I suppese, that one single parish in Kent |
grows more garden stuff than all Flanders. The :
first settlers came to America long and long bhefore |
even the white turnip made its appearance in the fields |
in England. The successors of the first settlers trod in
the foot-steps of their fathers. The communication wiﬂ,
iingland did not bring out good English farmers. Books |
made little impression unaccompanied with actual expe= |
riments on the spot. It was reserved for the Borough-
mongers, armed with gags, halters, and axes, to drive
from England experience and public spirit sufficient to
introduce the culture of the green and root erops to ﬁ%:
fields of America. |
299. The first gentleman, who came to see whether |
hogs would eat Swedish turnips, saw some turnips tossed |
down on the grass to the hogs, which were eating sweet |
little loaved cabbages. However, they eat the turnips|
too before they left off. The second, who came on the
afternoon of the same day, saw the hogs eat some bulbs
chopped up. The hogs were pretty hungrg, and the
quantity of turnips small, and there was such a shoving |
and pushing about amongst the hogs to snap up the bits, |
that the gentleman observed, that they * liked them as
“ well as corn.”
300. In paragraph 134 I related a fact of a ng? 2
bour of mine in Hampshire having given his Swedish|
turnips, after they had borne seed, to some lean gf%p

and had, with that food, made them fit for fresh por
and sold them as such. A gentleman from South Caro-
lina was here in July last, and I brought some of min
which had then borne seed. They were perfectly sound.
The hogs ate them as well as it they had not borne seed.

‘We bhoiled some in the kitchen for dinner; and %’lgl

appeared as good as those eaten in the winter.
shews clearly how well this root keeps. x
301, Now, these facts being, I hope, undoubted, is
not surprising, that, in many parts of this fine country,
it is the rule to keep only one pig for every cow!
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|COW seems as necessary to the pig as the pig’s mouth is
inecessary to his carcass. There are, for instance, six
)eows ; therefore, when they begin to give milk in the
'spring, six pigs are set on upon the milk, which is given
them with a suitable proportion of pot liquor (a meat pot)
and of rye, or Indian, meal, making a diet far superior
to that of the families of labouring men in England,
Thus the pigs go on ‘till the time when the cows (for
want of moist food) become dry. Then the pigs are
shut up, and have the new sweet Indian corn heaped
into their stye ’till they are quite fat, being half fat,
mind, all the summer long, as they run barking and
rapering about. - Sometimes they turn sulky, however,
and will not eat enough of the corn ; and well they may,
seeing that they are deprived of their milk. Take a
~hild from its pap all at once, and you will find, that it
will not, for a long while, relish its new diet. What &
gystem! but if it must be persevered in, there might, it
ears to me, be a great improvement made even in it ;

or, the labour of milking and of the subsequent opera-
ions, all being performed by women, is of great incon-
rénience. Better let each pig suck its adopted mother
it once, which would save a monstrous deal of labour,
und prevent all possibility of waste. There would be no
opping about; and, which is a prime consideration in
- dairy system, there would be clean milking ; for, it
1as been proved by Docror Anprrsox, that the last
;?l? is fourteen times as good as the first drop ; and, I
ill engage, that the grunting child of the lowing mother
vould have that last drop twenty times a day, or would
wull the udder from her?ody. I can imagine but one
ifficulty that can present itself to the mind of any one
isposed to adopt this improvement ; and that is, the
2aching of the pig to suck the cow. This will appear
“difficulty to those only who think unjustly of the un-
erstandings of pigs: and, for their encouragement, I
ﬂeave to refer them to Danier’s RuraL SPorTS,
‘here they will find, that, in Hampshire, Sir John
Hildmay’s gamekeeper, Toomer, taught a sow to point
t ‘partridges and other game; to quarter her ground
ke a pointer, to back the pointers, when she iunted
‘ith them, and to be, in all respects, the most docile



14 Cows, Suser, Hocs, &e.  [PartIL)|

pointer of the finest nose. This fact is true beyond all|
doubt, Itis kmown to many men now alive. Judge;
then, how easily a pig might be taught to milk a cow, |
and what a “ saving of labour” this would produce!
302. 1t is strange what comfort men derive even from |
the deceptions which they practise upon themselves.|
The mil]tsJ and fat pot-liquor and meal are, when put|
together, called, in Long Island, swill. The word comes |
from the farm-houses in England, but it has & new)|
meaning attached to it. There it means the mere|
wash ; the mere drink given to store hogs. But, here
it meaus rich fatting food. ‘* There, friend C_nbbeﬁF
said a gentleman to me, as we looked at his pigs inj
SePtemEer'last, < do thy English pigs look better th
these ¥?  “No,” said I, “ but what do these live _im‘-!i_a’F
He said he had given them all summer, ¢ nothing ?I
“ swill” * Aye,” said I, ¢ but what is swill?” 1t
was, for siz pigs, nothinE at all, except the milk of siz
very fine cows, with a bin of shorts and meal alwaysi
in requisition, and with the daily supply of liquor from|
a pot and a spit, that boils and turns without counting;
the_ﬂﬂs-i. : et
303. This is very well for those who do not care ai
straw, whether their pork cost them seven cents a pound|
or half a dollar a pound; and, I like to’ see even the|
waste ; because it is a Erunf of the easy and happy lifes
of the farmer. But, when we are talking of profitable
aoriculture, we must examine this swill tub, and seei
what it contains. To keep pigs to a profit, you must
carry them on to their fatting time at little expenses
Milk comes from all the grass you grow and almost the
whole of the dry fodder. Five or six cows will sweef
a pretty geod farm as clean as the turnpike road. Pigs,
till well weaned must be kept upon good food. My pigs
-will always be fit to go out of the weaning stye at three
months old. The common pigs require jfour months.
Then out they go never to be fed again, except on gl'agggi
reens, or roots, till they arrive at the age to fattened.
%f they will not keep themselyes in growing order upon)
this food, it is better to shoot them at once. But, I
yet saw a hog that would not. The difference bet
~ the good sort and the bad sort is, that the former.
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always be fat enough for frresh pork, and the latter will
not; and that, in the fatting, the former will not require
&‘ ht for weight of animal) more than half the food
latter will to make them equally fat.

804. Out of the milk and meal system another mon-
strous evil arises, It is seldom that the hogs come to
a proper age before they are killed. A hog has not
got his growth till he is gull two years old. But, who
will, or can, have the patience to see a hog eating
Lon -Island swill for two vears?! When a hng is only
15 nr 16 months old, he will lay on two pounds of fat
for every one pound that will, out of the same quantity
of food, be laid on by an ei ht or ten months’ ig. Is
it not thus with ev ery amurm,%(T A stout boy will be like
a herring upon the very food that would make his fa- .
ther fat, or kill him, However, this faet is 100 .noto~
rious to be insisted on, -
. 805, Then, the young meat is not so nutrltmus asthe
old.  Steer-beef is not nearly so good as ox-beef.

Young wether mutton bears the same proportion of
lunty tv old wether mutton. And, what reason is

, that the prineiple should not hold good as to
-meat"‘- In %Vest phalia, where the ﬁne hams are
mde, the huiu are never killed under three years old.
In: France, where I saw the fattest pork 1 ever saw,
keep their fatting hogs to the same age. In France
Germany, the people do not eat the hog, as hog:
they use the hog to at into other sorts of meat.
They make holes in e , mutton, veal, turkeys and
fowls, and, with a tin tube, draw in hits of fat hog,
which the:,r call lard, and, as it is all fat, hence comes
it that we call the inside fat of a hog, lard. 'Their beef
and mutton and veal would be very poor stuff without
the aid of the hog; but, with that mmey malke them
exceedingly good. Hence it is, that they are in-
ced fo keep their hogs till they have quite done grow-
g ; and, though their sort of hogs is the very worst
ever saw, their hog meat was the very fattest. The
non weight in Normandy and Brittany is firom six
to eight hundred pounds. But, the poor elluwa there
do not slaughter away as the farmers do here, ten or a
dozen Bngs at a time, so that the sight makes one won-
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der whence are to come the mouths to eat the meat. .
In France du lard is a thing to smell to, not to eat.
Ilike the eating far better than the smelling system; |
but when we are talking about farming for gain, we
ought to inquire how any given weight of meat can be
obtained at the cheapest rate. A hog in his third year,
would, on the American plan, suck halfa dairy of cows
erhaps; but, then, mind, he would, upon « third part
of the fatting food, weigh down four Long Island
“ shuts,” the average weight of which is about one hun-
dred and fifty pounds. : 3
306, A hog, upon rich food, will be much bigger at
the end of a year, than a hog upon good growing diet;
but, he will not be bigger at the end of two years, and
especially at the end of three years. His sizeis not .
to be forced on, any more than that of a child, beyond
a certain point. |
307. For these reasons, if I were settled as a farmer,
I would let my hogs have time to come to their size.
Some sorts come to it at an earlier period, and this is
amongst the good qualities of my English hoge; but,
to do the thing well, even they ought to have two years -
to grow in. Tt
. 308. The reader will think, that I shall never cease
talking about hogs; but, I have now done, only I will
add, that, in keeping hogs in @ growing state, we must
never forget their lodging! A few boards, flung care-
lessly over a couple of rails, and no litter beneath, is
not the sort of bed for a hog. A place of suitable size,
large rather than small, well sheltered on every side,
covered with a rnﬁf that Iet; in no W;:tfl}l‘ snl?w. No
opening, except a door way big enough for a hog to go
i]? ; izmﬁ1 the ﬂupor (:nnstantl‘; wegll bedged with leg,vasﬁ '
trees, dry, or, which is the best thing, and what a hog
deserves, plenty of clean straw. When I make up my .
hog's lodging place for winter, I look well at it, and
consider, whether, upon a pinch, I could, for once and
away, make shift to lodge in it myself, If I shiver af
the thought, the place is not good enough for my hois],._,“
It is not in the nature of a hog to sleep in the cold.
Look at them. You will see them, if they have the |
means, cover themselves over for the night. This is
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what is done by neither horse, cow, sheep, dog nor saf,
And this should admonish us to provide hogs with warm
and comfortable lodging. Their sagacity in providing
against cold in the night, when they have it in their
gﬂwer to make such provision, is quite wonderful.
Xou see them looking about for the warmest spot: then
they go to work, raking up the litter so as to break the
wind off; and when they have done their best, they lie
down. I had a sow that had some pigs running about
with her in April last. There was a place operi to
her on each side of the barn. One faced the east and
the other the west; and, I observed, that she sometimes
took to one side and sometimes to the other. One
evening her pigs had gone to bed on the east side. She
was out eafing till it began to grow dusk. I saw her
go into her pigs. and was surprised to see her come
out again ; and therefore, looked a liitle to see what
she was after. There was a high heap of dung in the
front of the barn to the south. She walked up to the
top of it, raised her nose, turned it very slowly, two or
three times, from the north-east to the north-west, and
back again, and at last, it settled at about south-east,
for a little bit. She then came back, marched away
very hastily to her pigs, roused them up in a great bus-
tle, and away she trampled with them at her heels to
the place on the west side of the barn. There was so
little wind, ‘that I could mot tell which way it blew, till
I took up some leaves, and tossed them in the air. 1
then found, that it came from the precise point which
her nose had settled at. And thus was I convinced, that
she had come out to ascertain which way the wind
came, and finding it likely to make her young ones cold
in the night, she had gone and called them up, though
it was nearly dark, and taken them off to a more com-
fortable birth. Was this an instinctive, or was it a
easoning proceeding? At any rate, let us not treat
uch animals as if they were stocks and stones.
~309. Pourtry.—I “merely mean to observe, as to
poultry, that they must be kept away from turnips and
bbages, especially in the enrly part of the growth of
ese plants. When turnips are an inch or two high
a good large flock of turk:;ys will destroy an acre in
51




178 Prices or Laxnp, Laour, - {Pﬂ‘lﬂl

half a day, in four feet rows. Ducks and geese will dg
the same. Fowls will do great mischief. If these

things cannot be kept out of the field, the crop must _
abandoned, or the poultry killed, It is true, indeed

that it is only near the house that poultry plague youl
much : but, '1}; is equally true, thatpthe gsf and l‘]{:hpﬂ
est land is precisely that which is near the house, and|
this, on every account, whether of produce or a pli-
cation, is the very land where yon ought to have Eﬂﬁ
crops. . ;

CHAP. IX,

PRICES OF LAND, LABOUR, FOOD AND RAIMENT. .

310. Land is of various prices, of course. But, as
I am, in this Chapter, addressing myself to lish,
Farmers, 1 am not speaking of the price either of lanc|
in the wildernesses, or of land in the immediate vieinag
of great cities. The wilderness price is two or thre
dollars an acre: the city price four or five hundred
The land at the same distance from New York thas
Chelsea is from London, is of higher price than the
land at Chelsea. The surprising growth of these cities
and the brilliant prospect before them, give value to
every thing that is situated in or near them. _

311. Itis my intention, however, to speak only o1
- ferming land. This, too, is, of course, affected in it
value by the circumstance of distance from market
but, the reader will make his own calculations as t
this matter. A farm, then, on this Island, any where
not nearer than thirty miles off, and not more distany
“than sixty miles from, New York, with a good farm-
house, barn, stables, sheds, and styes; the land fenced
into fields with posts and rails, the wood-land hEing ir
ithe proportion of one to ten of the arable land, and th
being on the farm a prefty good orchard ; such a farm.
if the land be in a good state, and of an average qua~
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lity, is worth sixty dollars an acre, or thirteen pounds
sterling ; of course, a farm of a hundred acres would
cost one thousand three hundred pounds. The rich
lands on the necks and bays, where there are meadows
and surprisingly productive orchards, and where there
is water carriage, are worth, in some cases, three times
this price. But, what I have said will be sufficient to
enable the reader to form a pretty correct judgment on
the subject. In New Jersey, in Pennsylvania, every
where the price differs with the circumstances of water
earriage, quality of land, and distance from market.
312, When 1 say a good farm-house, I mean a
house a great deal better than the general run of farm=
houses in England. More neatly finished on the
inside. More in a parlour sort of style; though round
‘@bout the house, things do not lock so neat and
ticht as in England. Even in Pennsylvania, and
amongst the Quakers too, there is a sort of out-of«
doors slovenliness, which is mnever hardly seen in
England. You see bits of wood, timber, boards, chips,
lying about, here and there, and pigs and cattle tramp-
line about in a sort of confusion, which would make an
English farmer fret himself to death; but which is here
seen with great placidness. The out-buildings, except
the barns, and except in the finest counties of Penn~
sylvania, are not so numerous, or so capacious, as in
ngland, in proportion to the size of the farms. The
reason is, that the weather is so dry. Caitle need not
covering a twentieth part so much as in England, ex-
¢ept hogs, who must be warm as well as dry. However,
these share with the rest, and very little covering they
at,
59313. Labour is the great article of expense upon a
farm ; yet it is not nearly so great as in England, in
proportion to the amount of the produce of a farm,
specially if the poor-rates be, in both casés, included.
swever, speaking of the positive wages, a good
farm-labourer has fwen#y-five pounds sterling a-year
and his board and lodging; and a good day-labourer
has, upon an average, a dollar a day. A woman
servant, in a farm-house, has from forty to fifty dollars
a year, or eleven pounds sterling. These are the
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average of the wages throughout the country. = But,
thenflgmind. the thrg:iser hasgnuthing (for, nrggll , 1t s !
not worth mentioning) to pay in poor-ratés; which in
"England, must always be added to the wages that
a farmer pays; and, sometimes, they far exceed the
es. .

314. It is, too, of importance to know, what sort '
of labourers these Americans are; for, though a la- .
bourer is a labourer, still there is some difference in |
them ; and, these Americans are the best that I ever
saw. They mow four acres of oats, wheat, rye, or "
barley in a day, and, with a cradle, lay it so smooth |
in the swarths, that it is tied up in sheaths with the
greatest neatness and ease. They mow two acres and !
a half of grass in a day, and they do the work well.
And the crops, upon an average, are all, except the |
wheat, as heavy as in England. The English farmer
will want nothing more than these facts to convince him |
that the labour, after all, is not so very dear.

315. The causes of these performances, so far
beyond those in England, is first, the men are tall!
and well built; they are bony rather than fleshy; and
they live, as to food, as well as man can live. And, .
secondly, they have been educated to do much ina .
day. The farmer here generally is at the kead of his |
‘““ boys,” as they, in the kind language of the country,
are called. Here is the best of examples, My old |
and beloved friend, Mr. James Pavr, used, at the age
of nearly sixty to go at the head of his mowers, though i
his fine farm was his own, and though he might, in
other respects, be called a rich man; and,l% have :
heard, that Mr. Ecias Hicks, the famous Quaker *
Preacher, who lives about nine miles from this spot, ,
has this year, at scventy years of age, cradled down |
four acres of rye in a day. I wish some of the:
preachers of other descriptions, especially our fat |
parsons. in England, would think a little of this, and |
would betake themselves to * work with their hands the :
“ things which be good, that they may have to give to |
“ him who needeth,” and not go on any longer gorman- .
dieﬁg and swilling uwpon lﬁe labour of those who
bil ® % il y



Chap. IX.] - Foop axp RaiMenT. 181

316, Besides the great quantity of work performed
.hr the American labourer, his skill, the versatility of
his talent, is a great thing. Every man can use an axe,
a saw, and a hammer. Scarcely one who cannot do
‘any job at rough carpentering, and mend a plough or
a wagon. Very few indeed, who cannot kil and
‘dress pigs and sheep, and many of them oxen and
calves. Every farmer is a neat butcher; a butcher for
market ; and, of covrse, * the boys” must learn.
This is a great convenience. It makes you so inde-
ndent as to a main part of the means of housekeep-
mg. All are ploughmen. In short, a good labourer
here, can do any thing that is to be done upon a farm.
317. The operations necessary in miniature cultiva-
tion they are very awkward at. The gardens are
ploughed in general. An American labourer uses a
spade in a very awkward manner. The poke the
earth about as it they had no eyes; and toi{and muck
themselves half to death to dig as much ground in a
day as a Surrey man would dig in about an hour of
hard work.  Banking, hedging, they know nothing
about. They have no idea of the use of a bill-hook,
which is so adroitly used in the coppices of Hampshire
and Sussex. An axeis their too » and with that tool,
at cutting down trees or cutting them up, they will do
ten times as much in a day as any other men that |
ever saw. Set one of these men on upon a wood of
timber trees, and his slaughter will astonish you. A
neighbour of mine tells a story of an Irishman, who
promised he could do any thing, and whom, therefore,
to begin with, the employer sent into the wood to cut
down a load of wood to burn. He staid a long while
away with the team, and the farmer went to him fearing
some accident had happened. “ What are you about
all this time!” said the farmer. The man was hack-
ing away at a hickory tree, but had not got it half
down ; and that was all he had done. An American,
black or white, would have had half a dozen trees cut
‘down, cut up into lengths, put upon the carriage, and
brought home, in the time.
- 318. So that our men, who come from England,
must not expect, that, in these common labours of the
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¢ountry, théy are to surpass, or even equal, these
 Vankees,” who, of all men that 1 ever saw, are the
most active and the most hardy. They skip over a
fence like a ﬁ:eyhuund. They will catch you a pig in
an open field by racirg him down; and they are afraid
of nothing. This was the sort of stuff that filled the
ates of Decaruvr, Hury, and ‘Brarxsrincee. No
wonder that they triumphed when opposed to poor
pressed creatures, worn out by length of service and ill-
usage, and encouraged by no hope of fair-play. My
Lorp Cocuraxe said, in his place in parliament, that
it would be so; and so it was. Poor Casmmax, that
brave Irishman, with his dying breath, accused
the government and the merchants of England of
withholding from him his pittance of prize money!
Du'ght not such a vile, robbing, murderous system to
be destroyed * | :
819. Of the same active, hardy, and brave stuff,
too; was composed the army of Jacxson, who drove
the invaders into the Gulph of Mexico, and who would
have driven into the same Gulph the army of Waterloo,
and the heroic gentleman, too, who lent his hand to
the murder of Marshal Ney. This is the stuff that
stands between the rascals, called the Holy Alliance,
and the slavery of the whole civilized world. This is
the stuff that gives us Englishmen an asylum; that
gives us time to breathe ; that enables us to deal our
tyrants blows, which, without the existence of this
stuff, they never would receive, This America, this
scene of happiness under a free government, is the
beam in the eye, the thorn in the side, the worm in
the vitals, of every despot upon the face of the earth.
320. An American labourer is not regulated, as to

~ fime, by clocks and watches. The sun, who seldom
hides ’hﬂ face, tells him when to begin in the morning
and when to leave off at night. He has a dollar, a
whole dollar for his work ; but then it is the work of a
whole day. Here is no dispute about hours. * Hours
« were made for slaves,” is an old saying ; and, really,
they seem here to act upon it as a practical maxim.
This is a great thing in agricultural affairs. It pre-

vents so many disputes. It removes so great a cause
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of disagreement. The American labourers, like the
tavern keepers, are never servile, but always civil.
Neither boobishness nor meanness mark their character.
They never creep and fawn, and are never rude.
Employed about your house as day-labourers, they never
come to interlope for victuals or drink. They have no
idea of such a thing : their pride would resirain them
if their plenty did not; and, thus would it be with all
labourers, in all countries, were they left to enjoy the
fair produce of their labour. Full pocket or empty
pocket, these American labourers are always the same
men : no saucy cunning in the one case, and no base
crawling in the other. This, too, arises from the free
institutions of government. A man has a voice because
he is @ man, and not because he is the possessor of
money. And, shall I never see our English labourers
in this happy state ? |

321. Let those English farmers, who love to see a

r wretched labourer stand trembling before them
with his hat off, and who think no more of him than of
a dog, remain where they are; or, go off, on the
cavalry horses, to the devil at once, if they wish to
avoid the tax-gatherer; for, they would, here, meet
with so many mortifications, that they would, to a cer-
tainty, hang themselves in a month. |

822. There are some, and even many, farmers, who
do not work themselves in the fields. But, they all
attend to the thing, and are all equally civil to their
'imrkitg people. They manage their affairs very ju-
diciously. Little talking. Orders plainly given in igaw
words, and in a decided tone. This is their only
secret. !

323. The cattle and implements used in husbandry
are cheaper than in England; that is to say, lower
priced. The wear and tear not nearly half so much as
- upon a farm in England of the same size. The cli-
mate, the soil, the gentleness and docility of the horses
and oxen, the lightness of the wagons and carts, the
lightness and toughness of the wood of which husbhandry
implements are made, the simplicity of the harness,
-and, above all, the ingenuity and handiness of the
workmen in repairing, and in making shift ; all these
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make the implements a matter of very little note,
Where horses are kept, the shoeing of them is the
most serious kind of expense.

824, The first business of a farmer is, here, and
‘ought to be every where, to live well : to live in ease
and plenty; to * keep hospitality,” as the old English
saying was. To save money is a secondary considera-
tion; but, any English farmer, who is a good farmer
there, may, it he will bring his industry and care with
him, and be sure to leave his pride and insolence
(if he have any) along with his anxiety, behind him;
live in ease and plenty here, and keep hospitality, and
save a great parcel of money too. If he have the Jack-
Daw taste for heaping little round things togetherina
hole, or chest, he may follow his taste. I have often
thought of my good neighbhour, Joux Garer, who, if
he were here, with his pretty clipped hedges, his gar-
den-looking fields, and his neat homesteads, would kave
visitors from far and near; and, while every one would
admire and praise, no soul would envy him his pos-
sessions. Mr. Garer would soon have all these things, -
The hedges only want planting ; and he would feel so
comfortably to know that the Botley Parson could
never again poke his nose into his sheep-fold or his
gig-stye. owever, let me hope, rather, that the

estruction of the Borough-tyranny, will soon make
England a country fit for an honest and industrious
man to live in. Let me hope, that a relief from grind-
ing taxation will soon relieve men of their fears of
dying in poverty, and will, thereby, restore to England
the ** hospitality,” for which she was once famed, but
which now really exists no where but in America. @
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CHAP. X

EXPENSES OF HOUSE=-KEEPING.

825. It must be obvious, that these must be in pro-

rtion to the number in family, and -to the style of
iving. Therefore, everg one knowing how he stands
in these two respects, the best thing for me to dois
to give an account of the prices of house-rent, food,
raiment, and servants; or, as they are called here,

326. In the great ciies and towns house-rent is
very high-priced; but, then, nobody but mad people
live there except they have business there, and, then,
they are paid back their rent in the profits of that
business. 'This is so plain a matter, that no argument
is necessary, It is unnecessary to speak about ine ex-
penses of a farm-house; because the farmer eats, and
very frequently wears, his own produce. If these be
higﬁ-priéed, so is that part which he sells. Thus both
ends meet with him. -

327. I am, therefore, supposing the case of a man,
who follows no business, and who lives upon what he
hasgot. In England he cannot eat and drink and wear
the interest of his money; for the Boroughmongers
have pawned half his income, and they will have it; or
his blood. He wishes to escape from’ this alternative,
He wishes to keep his blood, and enjoy his money too,
He would come to America; but he does not know,
whether prices here will not make up for the robbery
of the Borough-villains ; and he wishes to know, too,
what sort of society he is going into. Of the latter ¥
will speak in the next chapter. |

328. The price of house-rent and fuel is, when at
more than three miles from New York, as low as it is
at the same distance from any great city or town in
England. The price of wheaten bread is’a third lower
thap itis in any part of England. - The price of beef;
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mutton, lamb, veal, small pork, hog-meat, pouliry, is
one half the London price; the first as good, the two |
next very nearly as good, and all the rest far, very far, |
better than in London. The sheep and lambs that I
now kill for my house aré as fat as any that I ever saw
in all my life; and they have been running in wild '
ground, wholly uncultivated for many years, all the
summer. A lamb, killed the week before last, weigh- -
ing in the whole, thirty-eight pounds, had five pounds
loose fat and three pounds and ter ounces of swek:
e cut a pound of solid fat from each breast; and, |
after that it was too fat to be pleasant to eat. My
flock being small, forty, or thei'eagnnts, of some neighs- .
bours joined them ; and they have all got fat together. .
I have missed the interlopers lately: I suppose the :
‘* Yorkers” have eaten themup by this time. What !
they have fattened on except drambles and cedars, I am~
sure I do not know. If any Englishman should be :
afraid that he will find no roast-beef here, it may be :
sufficient to tell him, that an ox was killed, last winter, .
at Philadelphia, the quarters of which weighed two
thousand, two hundred, and some odd pounds, and h

e |

was sold TO THE BUTCHER for one thoi
three hundred dollars. 'This is proof en of the
spirit of enterprize, and of the disposition in the publie
to encourageit. I believe this to have been the fattest
ex that ever was killed in the world. Three times as
much meney, or, perhaps, ten times as much, might
have been made, if the ox had been shown for mo--
“mey. Bat, this the owner would not permit; and he:
mi the ox in that condition. I need hardly say that!
the owner was a Quaker. New Jersey had the honour *
of Rnﬁing this ox, and the owner’s name was JOB |
TYL d T AR |
~ 829. That there must be Ec:rdbmwd in America is
pretty evident from the well known fact, that hundreds s
of thousands of barrels of flour are, most years sent to
England, finer than any that England can produce.
And, having now provided the two principal articles, |
I will suppose, as a matter of course, that a gentl:Ei

will have a garden, an orchard, and a cow or two ;
if he should be able (no easy matter) to find a g
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untry-house without these conveniences, he may buy
m?, che%)er, and, upon an average, better than in
ngland. The garden stuff, if he send to New York
it, he must buy pretty dear; and, faith, he ought
to buy it dear, if he will not have some planted and
preserved. |
. 830. Cheese, of the North River produce, I have
bought as good of Mr. Stickier of New York as I
ever tasted in all my life ; and, indeed, no better cheese
need be wished for than what is now made inthis coun=
try. The average price is about seven pence a pound
(English money), which is mueh lower than even mid~
dling cheese is in England. Perhaps, generally speak-
ing, the cheese here is not so good as the bétter kinds
in England ; but, there is none here so poor as the
poorest in England. Indeed the people would not eat
it, which is the best security against its being made:
Mind, I state distinctly, that as good cheese as I ever
tasted, if not the best, was of American produce. I
know the article well. Bread and cheese dinners have
been the dinners of a good fourth of my life. I know
the Cheshire, Gloucester, Wiltshire, Stilton, and the
Parmasan; and I never tasted better than Ameri-
ean cheese, bought of Mr. StickLer, in Broad Street,
New York. And this cheese Mr. Sricxrer informs
me is nothing uncommon in the county of Cheshire in
Massachusetts ; he knows at least a hundred persons
himself that make it equally good. And, indeed, why
should it not be thusin a country where the pasture is
so rich; where the sun warms every thing into sweet«
ness; where the cattle eat the grass close under the
shade of the thickest trees; which we know well they
will not do in England. Take any fruit which has
grown in the shade in England, and you will find that
it has not half the sweetness in it, that there is in fruit
of the same bulk, grown in the sun. But, here the sun
sends his heat down through all the boughs and leaves,

The manufacturing of cheese is not yet generally
Ivmi:;ig this country, to the Entilish perfection ;
but, here are all the materials, and the rest will soon

/@81, Groceries, o3 they are called, are, upon an
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average, at far less than half the English price. - Teﬂi |
aulgar, coffee, spices, chocolate, cocoa, salt, sweet oil ; |
all free of the Boroughmongers’ taves and their pawn,
are so cheap as to be within the reach of every one.
Chocolate, which is a treat to the rich, in England, is
here used even by the negroes. Sweet oil, raisins, cur-
rants; all the things from the Levant, are at a fourth
or fifth of the English price. The English people,
who pay enormously to keep possession of the East!
and' West Indies, purchase the produce even of the
English possessions at a price double of that which
the Americans give for that very produce! What a
hellish oppression must that people live under! Can-
dles and soap (quality for quality) are half the Eng-
lish price. 'Wax candles (beautiful) are at a third of '
the English price. Itis no very great piece of extra-
vagence to burn wax candles constantly here, and it
is frequently done by genteel people, who do not make
their own candles, ' "
- 882. Fish I have not mentioned, because fish is not
every where to be had in abundance. But, any where
near the coast it is; and it is so cheap, that one won- -
ders how it can be brought to market for the money.
Fine Black-Rock, as good, at least, as codfish, I have |
seen sold, and in cold weather too, at an English far-
thing a pound. They now bring us fine fish round the -
ceuntry to our doors, at an English three pence a pound.
I believe they count fifty or sizty sorts of fish in New -
York market, as the average. Oysters, other shell-
fish, called clams. In short, the variety and abundance !
are such that I cannot describe them. '_
~ 833. An idea of the state of plenty may be formed |
from these facts: nobody but the free negroes who !
have families ever think of eating a sheep’s head and !
pluck. It is seldom that oxen’s heads are used at home, ,
or sold, and never in the country. In the course of the
year hundreds of calves’ heads, large bits and whole
Joints of meat, are left on the shambles, at New York, ,
for any body to take away that will. They generally
fall to the share of the street hogs, a thousand or two of |
which are constantly fatting in New York on the meat |
and fish flung out of the houses.. I shall be told, that it |
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is only in kot weather, that the shambles are left thus

arnished. Very true; but, are the shambles of any
gwr country thus garnished in hot weather? Oh!
no! If it were not for the superabundance, all the food
would be sold at some price or other.

- 334. After bread, flesh, fish, fowl, butter, cheese and

ries, comes fruit. A]iples, pears, cherries, peaches
at a tenth part of the English price. The other day I
met a man going to market with a wagon load of winter
pears. He had high boards on the sides of the wagon,
and his wagon held about 40 or 50 bushels. I have
hought very good agples this year for four pence half-
penny (English) a bushel, to boil for little pigs. Be-
sides these, strawberries grow wild in abundance ; but
no one will take the trouble to getthem. Huckle=berries
in the woods in great abundance, chesnuts all over the
country. Four pence half-penny (English) a quart for
these latter, Cranberries, the finest fruit for tarts that
ever grew, are bought for about a dollar a bushel, and
they will keep, flung down in the corner of a room, for
five months in the year. As a sauce to venison or mut-
ton, they are as good as currant jelly. Pine apples in
abundance, for several months in the year, atan ave

of an English shilling each. Melons at an average of
an English eight pence. In short, what is there not in

e way of fruit? All excellent of their kinds and all
r;r ;mere trifle, compared to what they cost in Eng-
nd.

. 335. I am afraid to speak of drink, lest I should be
s_up;msed to countenance the common use of it. But, pro-
testing most decidedly against this conclusion, I proceed
to inform those, who are not content with the cow for
vintner and brewer, that all the materials for making

ople drunk, or muddle headed, are much cheaper
E:re than in England. Beer, good ale, I mean, a great
deal better than the common public-house beer in ﬁr -
d; in short, good, strong clear ale, is, at New Ypl;i,
eight dollars a barrel; that is, about fourteen English
pence a gallon. Brew yourself, in the country, and it is
about seven English pence a gallon ; that is to say, less
han two pence a quart. No Borough-mongers’ tax on
malt, hops, or beer! Portugal wine is about kalf the
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price that it is in England. French wine a sizth part
of the English price. Brandy and Rum about the same
in proportion ; and the common spirits of the counts
are about three shillings and sixpence (English) a gallor
Come on, then, if you love toping; for here you mayy
drink yourselves blind at the price of sixpence. T
336, WeariNG Arparew comes chiefly from England,,
and all the materials of dress are as cheap as they are:
there; for, though there is a duty laid on the importa~.
tion, the absence of taxes, and the cheap food and Hgmﬁ,ﬂ
enable the retailer to sell as low here as there. Sho
are cheaper than in England; for, though shoemake:
are well paid for their labour, there is no Borough-vil-
lain to tax the leather. All the Fadia and French goodss
‘are at half the English price. Here no ruffian can seizes
you by the throat and tear off your suspected handker~
chief.” Here Sicxor Warrnmax, or any body in thatl
line, might have sold French gloves and shawls without|
being tempted to quit the field of politics as a compro—
‘mise with the government; and without any breach ofj
‘covenants, after being suffered to escape with ‘only as

gentle squeeze. |
837, Household Furniture, all cheaper than in Eng-
land. Mahogany timber a third part of the Engli
price. The distance shorter to bring if, and the tax:
next to nothing on importation. The woods here, thes
‘pine, the ash, the white oak, the walnut, the tulip-'tr;%
and many others, all excellent. The workman pai
high wages, but no tax. No Borough-villains to shares
in the amount of the price. hitee
- 338. Horses, carriages, harness, all as good, as IE

L]

and cheaper than in England. 1 hardly ever saw a

in this country. The hackney coach horses and the
coaches themselves, at New York, bear no resemblances
‘to things of the same name in London, The former are:
“all giyog? sound, clean, and handsome. 'What the latters
are I need describe in no other way than to say, that the:
‘coaches seem fit for nothing but the fire and the horses
for the dogs. ' o TP 5
" 339. Domestic servants! This is a weighty artic
‘mot in the cost, however, so much as'in the plague,
goodk- man servant is worththirty pounds sterling a ye
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and a good woman servant twenty pounds sterling « year.
But, lgis is not all ; for, in the first Eiﬁﬂﬂ,_ they will hire
only by the month. This is what they, in act, do in
England ; for, there they can quit at a month’s warning.
The map will not wear a livery, any more than he will
‘wear a halter round his neck. - This is no great matter;
Jor, as your neighbours’ men are of the same taste, on
‘expose yourselt to no humiliation on this score. Neither
men nor women will allow you to call them servants,
‘and they will take especial care not to call themselves
by that name, This seems something very capricious,
~at the least; and, as people in such situations of lite,
ally are servants, according to even the sense which
Mosgs gives to the word, when he forbids the worki |
of the man servant and the maid servant, the objection,
the rooted aversion, to the name, seems to bespeak a
mixture of fulse pride and of insolence, neither of which
belong to the American character, even in the lowest
walks of life. T will, therefore, explain the cause of
is dislike to the name of servant. When this countr
Was first settled, there were mo people that laboured Jor
Other people ; but, as man is always trying to throw the
working part off his own shoulders, as we see by the
E’dndu_ct n‘g}fn‘m& in all l?géi, a;e ::;gs were soon Intre-
uced. lishmen, who ed  from tyranny at
home, weregnaturqlly shy of calling other men ?ﬁ&ir
slaves; and, therefore, Jor more grace,” as Master
Matthew says in the f)lay, they called their slaves
ervants. But, though 1 doubt not that this device was
quite efficient in quieting their own consciences, it gave
rise to the notion, that slave and servant meant one and
the same thing, a conclusion Eer_feeﬂﬁ natural and dl-
rectly deducible from the premises. ence every free
man and woman have rejected with just disdain’ the
ppellation of servant. One would think, however,
at they might be reconciled to it by the comduct of
e of their superiors in life, who, without the smallest
parent reluctance, call themselyes “ Public Servants,”
Il imitation, I suppose, of English Ministers, and his
Ho nehi; 21;1? f@;:z; who, in th?ﬁiss, of his hu?htié
i “ the Servant of t Servants of &,
§ . o . £ i A e, | o
Lurd.” “But, perhaps, the American Domestics have
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ohserved, that ¢ Public Servant” really means master
Be the cause what it may, however, they continue maos
obstinately to scout the name of servant; and, thougl
they still Keap a civil tongue in their head, there is noy
one of them that will not resent the affront with more
bitterness than any other that you can offer. The mam

‘therefore, who would deliberately offer such an affrom

‘must be a fool. But, there is an inconvenience fas
greater than this. People in general are so comfortably|
situated, that very few, and then only of those who

‘pushed hard, will become domestics to any body. qﬁ
that, generally speaking, Domestics of both sexes a
far from good. They are honest; but they are nc
obedient. They are careless. Wanting frequently i)
the greater part of those qualities which make th
services conducive to the neatness of houses and comfown
of families. What a difference would it make in thy
country, if it could be supplied with nice, clean, dutifi
English maid servants! As to the men, it does not mucy
signify ; but, for the want of the maids, nothing but thi
absence of grinding taxation can compensate. As f
bringing them with you, it is as wild a project as it woul/|
be to try to carry the sunbeams to England. They wii
begin to change before the ship gets on soundings ; anc
before they have been here a month, you must turn then
out of doors, or they will you. If, by any chance, you
find them heve, it may do ; but bring them out and kee:
them you cannot. The best way is to put on your phy
losophy ; never to look at this evil without, at the samy
time, fnuking at the many good things that you fing
here. Make the best selection you can. Give goos

- wages, not too much work, and resolve, at all events, t
treat them with civility.

- '340. However, what is this plague, compared witl
that of the tax gatherer? 'What is this plague com
pared with the constant sight of beggars and paupers
and the constant dread of becoming a pauper or beggai
yourself? If your commands are not obeyed with sues
alacrity as in England, you have, at any rate, nobodj
to command you. Yon are not ordered to * stand a;
deliver” twenty or thirty times in the year by the insolen
agent of Boroughmongers. No one comes to forbid you
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CHAP. XI,

MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE.: .

342. All these are, generally speaking, the same as |
those of the people of England. The I'rench call this®
people Les-Anglo Americains ; and, indeed, what are *
they else? Of the manners and customs somewhat |
peculiar to America 1 have said so much, here and}
there, in former Chapters, that 1 can hardly say any!
thing new here upon these matters. But, as society isy
naturally a great thing with a gentleman, who thinks of1
coming hither with his wife and children, 1 will endea-:
vour to describe the society that he will find here. Tou
%ive general descriptions is not so satisfactory as it is to|
deal ‘a little in particular instances; to tell of what ones
has seen and experienced. 'This is what 1 shall do;,
and, in this Chapter I wish to be regarded as addressingy
myself to a most worthy and public-spirited gentleman|
of moderate fortune in Lancashire, who, with a larges
family, now balances whether he shall come, or stay.

343. Now, then, my dear Sir, this people containss
very few persons very much raised in men's estimation,
above the general mass; for, though there are somes
men of immense fortunes, their wealth does very littles
indeed in the way of 'purchasing even the outward signsy
of respect; and, as to adulation, it is not to be pur-.
chased with love or money. Men, be they what they)
may, are generally called by their two names, without!
any thing prefixed or added. I am one of the greatest:
men in this country at present; for people mn gene-:
ral call me ¢ Cobbett,” though the (gﬁa ers provok-
ingly persevere in putting the William before it, and:
my old friends in Pennsylvania, use even the word!
Billy, which, in the very sound of the letters, is an an-
tidote to every thing like thirst for distinction. 1

344. Fielding, in one of his romances, observes, that|
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there are but few cases, in which a husband can be
Justified in availing himself of the right which the law
gives him to bestow manual chastisement upon his wife,
and that one of these, he thinks, is, when any preten-
sions to superiority of blood make their appearance in
her language and conduct. They have a better cure
for this mﬁ&dy here; namely; silent, but, ineffable
contempt. :

345, It is supposed, in England, that this equality
of estimation must beget a general coarseness and rude-
ness of behaviour. Never was there a greater mistake.
No man likes to be treated with disrespect; and, when
he finds that he can obtain respect only by treating
others with respect, he will use that only means. When
he finds that neither haughtiness nor wealth will
bring him a civil word, he becomes civil himself; and,
I repeat it again and again, this is a country of uni-
versal civility. :

346. The causes of hypocrisy are the fear of loss
and the hope of gain. Men crawl to those, whom, in
their hearts, they despise, because they fear the effects
of their ill-will and hope to gain by their good-will. The
circumstances of all ranks are so easy here, that there
is no cause for hypocrisy; and the thing is not of so
fascinating a nature, that men should love it for its
own sake, e
- 347. The boasting of wealth, and the endeavouring
to disguise poverty, these two acts, so painful to con-
template, are almost total strangers in this country;
for, no man can gain adulation or respect by his wealth,
and no man dreads the effects of poverty, because no
man sees any dreadful effects arising from poverty.

348 That anvious eagerness to get on, which is sel=
dom unaccompanied with some degree of envy of more
successful neighbours, and which has its foundatio
first in @ dread of future want, and next in a desire to
obtain distinction by means of wealth; this anxious

erness, so unamiable in itself, and so unpleasant an
inmate of the breast, so great a sourer of the temper,
is a stranger to America, where accidents and losses,
which would drive an Englishman half mad, produce

but very little agitation,
ery agl K 2
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349, From the absence of so many causes of uns
easiness, of envy, of jealousy, of rivalship, and of mu-
tual dislike, society, that is to say, the intercourse
hetween man and man, and family and family, becomes
easy and pleasant; while the universal plenty is the
cause of universal hospitality. I know, and have ever
known, but little of the people in the cities and towns
in America: but, the difference between them and the
people in the country can only be such as is found in
all other countries. As to the manner of living in the
country, I was, the other day, at a gentleman’s house,
and 1 asked the lady for ker bill of fare for the year.

I saw fourteen fat hogs, weighing about twenty score @ |

iece, which were to come into the house the mnext

Tonday ; for here they slaughter them all in one day.
This led me to ask, “ Why, in God’s name, what do
“ you eat in a year ?” The bill of fare was this, for
this present year: about this same quantity of hog-
meat ; four beeves; and forty-six fat sheep ! Besides
the sucking pigs (of which we had then one on the table),
besides lambs, and besides the produce ot seventy hen
fowls, not to mention good parcels of geese, ducks and

“turkeys, but, not to forget a garden of three quarters of
an acre and the butter of ten cows, not one ounce of |

which is ever sold! What do you think of that ? Why,
you will say, this must be some great overgrown farm=

er, that has swallowed wp half the country; or some

nabob sort of merchant. Not at all. He has only one

hundred and fifty four acres of land, (all he consumes

is of the produce of this land), and he lives in the same

house that his English-born grandfather lived in.

350. When the hogs are killed, the house is full of '

work. The sides are salted down as pork. The hams
are smoked. The lean meats are made into sausages,
of which, in this family, they make about fwo hundred
weight. 'These latter, wit broiled fish, eggs, dried
beef, dried mutton, slices of ham, tengue, bread, butter,
cheese, short cakes, buck-wheat cakes, sweet meats
of various sorts, and many other things, make up the
breakfast fare of the year, and, a dish of beef steakes is.
frequently added. :
351. When one sees this sort of living, with the
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houses full of good beds, ready for the guests as well
as the family to sleep in, we cannot help perceiving,
that this is that  English Hospitality” of which we
have read so much; but, which Boroughmongers’ taxes
and pawns have long since driven out of England.
This American way of life puts one in mind of Forrrs-
cur’s fine description of the happy state of the En-
glish, produced by their good laws, which kept every
man’s property sacred, even from the grasp of the
king. “ Every inhabitant is at his Liberty fully to use
““ and enjoy whatever his farm produceth, the Fruits of
“the Earth, the Increase of his Flock, and the like:
“ All the Improvements he makes, whether by his own
“proper Industry, or of those he retains in his Service,
“are his own to use and enjoy without the Lett, Inter-
** ruptiom, or Denial of any : If he be in any wise in-
“"glred, or oppressed, he shall have his Amends and
 Satisfaction against the party offending: Hence it
‘s, that the Inhabitants are rich in Gold, Silver, and
“in all the Necessaries and Conveniences of Life.
“They drink no Water, unless at certain Times, upon
‘“a Religious Score, and by svay of doing Penance.
“ They are fed, in great Abundance, with all sorts
“of Flesh and Fish, of which they have plenty
‘ every where; they are cloathed throughout in good
“ Woollens; their Bedding and other Furniture in their
“ Houses are of Wool, and that in great Store: They
““are also well provided with all other Sorts of House-
“hold Goods, and necessary Implements for Hus-
“bandry : Every one, according to his Rank, hath all
* Things whick conduce to make Life easy and happy.
“ They are not sued at Law but before the Ordinary
“ Judges, where they are treated with Mercy and Jus-
‘“ tice, according to the Laws of the Land ; neither are
““they impleaded in Point of Property, or arraigned
“for any Capital Crime, how heinous soever, but be-
“fore the King's Judges, and according to the Laws
‘“of the Land. These are the Advantages consequent
“from that Political Mixt Government which obtains
“in England ————"

352. This passage, which was first pointed out to
me by Sir Fravcis Burontr, describes the state of
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England four hundred years ago; and this, with the |
polish of modern times added, is now the state of the
Americans. Their forefathers brought the * English |
Hospitality ” with them; for when they left the coun-
try, the infernal Boroughmonger Funding system had |
not begun. The Stuarrs were religious and prero-
gative tyrants ;: but they were not, like their suceessors,
the Boroughmongers, taxing, plundering tyrants, Their |
quarrels with their subjects were about mere words: ;
with the Boroughmongers it is a question of purses mré&_il
strong-boxes, of goods and chattels, lands and tene- |
ments. ¢ Confiscation” is their word; and you must |
submit, be hanged, or flee. They take away men’s |
property at their pleasure, without any appeal to any ©
éribunal. They appoint Commissioners to seize what |
they choose. There is, in fact, no law of property |
left.  The bishop-begotten and hell-born system of !
Funding has stripped England of every vestige of !
what was her ancient character. Her hospitality along -
with her freedom have crossed the Atlantic; ang
here they are to shame our ruffian tyrants, if they were
sensible of shame, and to give shelter to those who may
he disposed to deal them distant blows. - A
853. It is not with a little bit of dry toast, so neatly
]:_:ut in a rack : a bit of butter so round and small ; a1
ittle milk-pot so pretty and so empty ; an egg for you, .
the host and hostess not liking eggs. It is mot with
looks that seem to say, * don’t eat too much, for the:
¢ tax-gatherer is coming.” It is not thus that you are :
received in America. You are not much asked, not 1
much pressed, to eat and drink ; but, such an abun- .
dance is spread before you, and so hearty and so cor=+
dial is your reception, that you instantly lose alll
restraint, and are tempted to feast whether you be:
hungry or not. And, though the manner and style are *
widely different in different houses, the abundance
every where prevails, This is the strength of the:
government : a happy people: and no government|
ought to have any other strength.
354, But, you may say, perhaps, that plenty, how-«
ever great, is not all that 1s wanted. Very true; for |
the mind is of more account than the carcass. But,
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here is mind too. These repasts, amongst people of
any figure, come forth under the superintendance of
industrious and accomplished house-wives, or their
%ﬂghb&m, who all read a great deal, and in whom
hat gentle treatment from parents and huasbands,
;?rhich arises from an absence of racking anxiety, has
%reated an habitual, and even an hereditary good
Ahwmour, These ladies can converse with you upon
almost any subject, and the ease and gracefulness of
their behaviour are surpassed by those.of none of even
our best tempered English women. They fade at an
earlier age than in England; bat, till then, they are
as beautiful as the women in Cornwall, which contains,
to my thinking, the prettiest women in our country.
However, young or old, blooming or fading, well or
ill, rich or poor, they still preserve their good humour.

“ But, since, alas! frail beauty must decay,

¢ Curl'd, or uncurl’d, since locks will turn to grey ;

¢ Since painted, or not painted, all shall fade,
- % And she who scorns a man must die a maid ;
* % What, then, remains, but well our pow'r to use,

“ And keep good humgur still, whate’er we lose?

“ And, trust me, Dear, good-humour can prevail,

“ When flights and fits and screams and scolding fail.”

355. This beautiful passage, from the most beautiful
of poets, which ought to be fastened in large print
upon every lady’s dressing table, the American women,
F all ranks, seem to have by heart. Even amongst
_the very lowest of the Reaple, ou seldom hear of that
torment, which the old proverb makes the twin of a
smoky house.

356. There are very few really ignorant men in
America of native growth. Every farmer is more or
less of a reader. There is no brogue, no provincial
dialect. No class like that which the French call
-peasantry, and which degrading appellation the mis-

reant spawn of the Funds have, of late years,
_applied to the whole mass of the most useful of the
yeople in England, those who do the work and fight
Ee attles. And, as tothe men, who would naturally form
your acquaintances, they, I know from experience,
are as kind, frank, and sensible men as are, on the
general run, to be found in England, even with the
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power of selection. They are all well-informed;:
modest without shyness; always free to communicate :
what they know, and never ashamed to ‘acknowledge :
that they have yetto learn. You never hear them
~boast of their possessions, and you never hear them |
compliaining of their wants, They have all been |
readers from their youth up ; and there are few subjects |
upon which they cannot converse with you, whether of |
a political or scientific nature. At any rate, they
always hear with patience. I do not know that 1 ever
heard a native American interrupt another man while -
he was speaking. Their sedateness and coolness, the |
deliberate manner in which they say and do every |
thing, and the slowness and reserve with which they
express their assent ; these are very wrongly estimated,
when they are taken for marks of @ want of feeling.
It must be a tale of woe indeed, that will bring a tea
from an American’s eye ; but any trumped up story will
send his hand to his pocket, as the ambassadors from
the flgreggars of France, Italy and Germany can fully
testify. E

357. However, you will not, for a long while, know
what to do for want of the quick responses of the
English tongue, and the decided tone of the English
expression. - The loud voice; the hard squeeze by the
hand ; the instant assent or dissent ; the clamorous joy ;
the bitter wailing ; the ardent friendship ; the deadly
enmity ; the love that makes people kill themselves ; the
hatred that makes them kill others. All these belon
to the characters of Englishmen, in whose minds ang
hearts every feeling exists in the extreme. To decide
the question, which character is, upon the whole,
best, the American or the English, we must appeal to
some third party. Baut, it is no matter : we cannot
change our natures. For my part, who can, in nothing,
think or act by halves, I must belie my very nature, if
I said that I did not like the character of my owm
counfrymen best. 'We all like our own parents and
children better than other people’s parents and chil-
dren; not because they are better, but because they
areo urs ; because they belong to us and we to them,
and because we must resemble each other, There are
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some Americans that I like full as well as T do any
man in England ; but, if, nation against nation, I put
the question home to my heart, it instantly decides in
favour of my countrymen.

~358. You must not be offended if you find people
here take but little interest in the concerns of England.
Why should they? Bovrrox F r cannot hire
spies to entrap them. As matter of curiosity, they
may contemplate such works as those of Frercmer;
but, they cannot feel much upon the subject ; and they
are not insincere enough to express much.

359. There is one thing in the Americans, which
though its proper place was further back, I have re-
served, or rather kept back, to the last moment. It
has presented itself several times; but 1 have turned
from the thought, as men do from thinking of any mor-
tal disease that is at work in their frame. It is not
covetousness ; it is not niggardliness; it is not insin-
cerity ; it is not enviousness ; it is not cowardice, above
all things: it is DRINKING. ‘' Aye, and that too,
amongst but too many men, who, one would think,
would Icath it.  You can go into hardly any man’s
house, without being asked to drink wine, or spirits,
even in the morning. They are quick at meals, are
little eaters, seem to care little about what they eat
and never talk about it. 'This, which arises out of the
universal abundance of good and even fine eatables, is
very amiable. You are here disgusted with none of those
eaters by reputation that are found, especially amongst
the Parsons, in England : fellows that unbutton at it.
Nor do the Americans sit and tope much after dinner,
and talk on till they get into nonsense and smut, which
last is a sure mark of a silly and, prefty generally,
2ven of a base mind. But, they tipple ; and the in-
fernal spirits they tipple too! The scenes that T wit-
nessed at Harrisburgh I shall never forget, I almost
wished (God forgive me!) that there were Borough-
mongers here to faxr these drinkers: they would soon
reduce them to a moderate dose. ~ Any nation that feels
tself uneasy with its fulness of good things, has only
0 Tesort to an application of Boroughmongers. These’
ire by no means nice Eeﬁlem or of contracted throat :

5
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they will suck down any thing from the poor man’s po
of beer to the rich man’s lands and tenements. 1

860. The Americans preserve their gravity and quis:
etness and good-humour even in their drink; and sor
much the worse. It were far better for them to be as:
noisy and quarrelsome as the English drunkards ; for)
then the odiousness of the vice would be more visible,
and the vice itself might become less frequent. Fes
vices want an apology, and drinking has not only its
apologies but its praises; for, besides the appellation
of ¢ generous wine,” and the numerous songs, some i
very elegant and witty language, from the pens o
debauched men of talents, drinking is said to be neces-
sary, in certain cases at least, to raise the spirits, E.IE
io heep out cold. Never was any thing more false.
Whatever intoxicates must enfeeble in the end, andl
whatever enfeebles must chill. It is very well knowny
in the Northern countries, that, if the cold be such as
to produce danger of frost-biting, you must take care
aot to drink strong liqguors. 1

361. To see this beastly vice in young men is shock-
ing. At one of the taverns at Harrisburgh there were;
several as fine young men as I ever saw. Well dressed,
well educated, polite, and every thing but sober.
What a squalid, drooping, sickly set they looked m
the morning ! :

362, Even little boys at, or under, fwelve years of
age, go into stores, and tip off their drams! I never
struck a child, in anger, in my life, that I recollect :
but, if I were so unfortunate as to have a son to de
this, he having had an example to the contrary in me
1 would, if all other means of reclaiming him failadﬁ
whip him like a dog, or, which would hgghettEr, make
him an out-cast from my family. :

363. However, I must not be understood as meanin
that this tippling is universal amongst gentlemen; an i
God be thanked, the women of any figure in life do by
no means give into the practice ; but, abhor it as muc
as well-bred women in England, who, in general, na
more think of drinking strong liquors, than they do oi,
drinking poison. :

- 364. 1 shall be told, that men in the harvest field

&




Chap. XI.] Curarscrer or Tur PadrLr, 203

must have something to drink. To be sure, where per-
spiration almost instantly carries off the drink, the
latter does not remain so long to burn the liver, or
whatever else it does burn. But, I much question the
utility even here; and I think, that, in the long run,
a water-drinker would beat a spirit drinker at any thing,
provided both had plenty of good food.® And, gﬁési{les,
beer, which does not burn, at any rate, is within ever
one’s reach in America, if he will but take the trouble
to brew it.

365. A man, at Botley, whom I was very severel
reproaching for getting drunk and lying in"the road,
- whose name was Jamss Isaacs, and who was, by the
by, one of the hardest workers 1 ever knew, said, in
answer, ‘“ Why, now, Sir, Noar and Lor were two
- " very good men, you know, and yet they loved « drop
“of drink.” * Yes, you drunken fool,” replied I,  but
‘“ you do not read that Lsaac ever got drunk and rolled
““about the road.” 1 could not hel thinking, how-
ever, that the BisrLe Socierigs, with 1Ee wise Emperor
Alexander and the Holy Alliance at their head, might
as well (to say nothing about the cant of the thing)
leave the Bible to work its own way. I had seen Issacs
dead drunk, lying stretched out, by my front gate,
against the public highway; and, if he had followed
the example of Noam, he would not have endeavoured
to excuse himself in the modest manner that he did,
but would have affixed an everlasting curse on me and
my children to all generations.

366. The soldiers, in the regiment that I belonged
to, many of whom served in the American war, had a
saying, that the Quakers used the word Zired in place
of the word drunk. Whether any of them do ever
- get tired themselves, I know not; but, at any rate they
~most resolutely set their faces against the common use
of spirits. They forbid their members to retail them ;
and, in case of disobedience, they disown them. T
. 367. However, there is no remedy but the intro-
duction of beer, and, 1 am very happy to know, that
beer is, every day, becoming more and more fashion-
able, At Bristol in Pennsylvania, I was pleased to see
excellent beer in clean and nice pewter pots. Beer
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does not kill. It does not eat out the vitals and take
the colour from the cheek. It will make men * tired,”
indeed, by midnight; but it does not make them half
dead in the morning. We call wine the juice of the
grape, and such it is with a proportion of ardent spirits
equal, in Portugal wine, to a fifth of the wine; and,
therefore, when a man has taken down a bottle of Port
or of Madeira, he has nearly half a pint of ardent
spirits in him.  Aund yet how many foolish mothers
give their children Port wine to strengthen them g |
never like your wine-plysicians, though they are great
favourites with but too many patients.  Boxirace, in
the Beauz Stratagem, says that he has eaten his ale,
drunk his ale, worked upon his ale, and slept upon his
ale, for forty years, and that he has grown fatter and
fatter ; but, that his wifé (God rest her soul!) would
not take it pure : she would adulterate it with brandy ;
till, at last, finding that the poor woman was never well,
he put a tub of her favourite by her bedside, which,
in a short time, brought her “ a happy release” from
this  state of probation,” and carried her off into
« the world of spirits.”  Whether Boniface meant this
as a pun, I do not know ; for, really, if I am to judge
from the practice of many of the vagrant fanatics, I
must believe, that, when they rave about the Spirit's
entering thew, they mean that which goes out of a glass
drown their throaf. Priests may make what they will
of their devil; they may make him a reptile with a
forked tongue, or a beast with a cloven hoof; they may,
like Milton, dress him out with seraphic wings ; or like
Saint Francis, they may give him horns and tail : but,
I say that the devil, who is the strongest tempter, and
who Emduces the most mischief in the werld, ap-
ﬁmac es usinthe shape of liguid, not melted brimstone,
nt wine, gin, brandy, rum, and whiskey. One com- .
fort is, however, that this devil, of whose existence we
can have no doubt, who is visible and even tang:ble,
we can, if we will, without the aid of priests, or, rather,
in spite of them, easily and safely set at defiance.
There are many wrong things which men do against
the general and natural bent of their minds. Fraud,
theft, and even murder; are frequently, and most re-
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qI:lEﬂﬂ_}T, the offspring of want. In these cases, it is a
choice of evils ; erime or hunger. But, drinking to
excess isa man’s own act; an evil deliberately sought
after; an act of violence committed against reason and
against nature; and that, too, without the smallest
temptation, except from that vicious appetite, which he
himself has voluntarily created.

368. You, my dear Sir, stand in need of no such
lectures as this, and the same is, I hope, the case with
the far greater part of my readers; but, if it tend, in
the smallest degree, to check the fearful growth of this
tree of unmixed evil ; if it should make the bottle less
cherished even in one small circle; nay, if it keep but
one young man in the world in the paths of sobriety,
how could my time have been better ?Jestuwed’!

S a sis. "

CHAP. XII

RURAL SPORTS. "

369. Turre are persons, who question the right of
man to pursue and destroy the wild animals, which
are cailed game. Such persons, however, claim the
right of killing fores and hawks; yet, these have as
much right to live and to follow their food as pheasants
- and partridges have, This, therefore, in such persons,
1s nonsense.

570. Others, in their mitigated hostility to the sports
of the field, say, that it is wanton cruelty to shoot or
hunt; and that we kill animals from the farm-yard
only because their flesh is necessary to our own evist-
- ence. PROVE THAT. No: you cannot. If you
could, it is but the  tyrant’s plea;” but you cannot :
for we know that men can, and do, live without animal
food, and, if their labour be not of an exhausting kind,
live well too, and longer than those who eat it. It
comes to this, then, that we kill hogs and oxen hecause
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we choose to kill them ; and, we kill game for precisely
the same reason.

371. A third class of objectors, seeing the weak po-
sition of the two former, and still resolved to eat flesh ,
take their stand upon this ground: that sportsmen
send some game off wounded and leave them in a stafe
of suffering. These gentlemen forget the operations
performed upon calves, pigs, lambs and sometimes on
poultry. Sir Isaac Corrin prides himself upon teach-
ing the English ladies how to make turkey-capons!
Only think of the separation of calves, pigs, ard lambs,
‘at an early age, from their mothers! Go, you senti-
mental eaters of veal, sucking pig and lamb, and hear
the mournful lowings, whinings, and bleatings ; observe
the anxious listen, the wistful look, and the dropping
tear, of the disconsolate dams; and, then, while you
have the carcases of their young ones under your teeth,
cry out, as soon as you can empty your mouths a little,
against the cruelty of hunting and shooting. Get up
from dinner (but take care to stuff’ well first), and go
and drown the puppies of the bitch, and the kittens of
the cat, lest they should share a little in what their
mothers have guarded with so much fidelity; and, as
good stuffing may tend to make you restless in the
night, order the geese to be picked alive, that, however
your consciences may feel, your bed, at least, may be
easy and soft. Witness all this with your own eyes;
andy then go weeping to bed, at the possibility of a hare
having been terribly frightened without being killed,
or of a bird having been left in a thicket with a shot in
~ its body or a f{racture in its wing. But, before you go
up stairs, give your servants orders to be early at mar-
ket for fish, fresh out of the water; that they may be
scaled, or skinned alive! A truce with you, then, sen-
timental eaters of flesh: and here I propose the terms
of a lasting compromise with you. 'We must, on each
side, yield something : we sportsmen will content our-
selves with merely seeing the harves skip and the birds
fly; and you shall be content with the flesh and fish
that come from cases of nafural death, of which I am
sure, your compassionate disposition will not refuse us
a trifling allowance,
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372. Nor have even the Pythdgoreans a much bet-
ter battery against us. Sir Ricnarp Puinvirs, who -
once rang a peal in my ears against shooting and hunt-
ing, does, indeed, eat neither esh, fish, nor fowl. His
abstinence surpasses that of a Carmelite, while his
bulk would not disgrace a Benedictine Monk, or a
Protestant Dean. But, he forgets, that his shoes and
breeches and gloves are made of the skins of animals ;
he forgets that he writes (and very eloquently too) with
what has been cruelly taken from a fowl; and that,
in order to cover the books which he has had made and
sold, hundreds of flocks and scores of droves must have
perished: nay, that, to get him his beaver-hat, a beaver
must have been hunted and killed, and, in the doing of
-which, many beavers may have been wounded and
left to pine away the rest of their lives; and, perhaps
many little orphan beavers, left to lament the murder
of their parents. Bex Ley was the only real and sin-
cere Pythagorean of modern times, that I ever heard
of. Ile protested, not only against eating the flesh of
animals, but also against robbing their backs; and,
therefore, his dress consisted wholly of flax. But, even
he, like Sir Richard Phillips, eat milk, butter, cheese,
and eggs; though this was cruelly robbing the hens,
cows, and calves; and, indeed causin%the'murder of
the calves., In addition, poor little Bex forgot the
materials of book-binding ; and, it was well he did; for
else, his Bible would have gone into the fire !

373. Taking it for granted, then, that sportsmen
are as good as other folks on the score of Lumanity,
the sports of the field, like every thing else done in the
fields, tend to produce, or preserve health. I prefer
them to all other pastime, because they produce early
rising; because they have no tendency to lead young
mean into vicious habits, It is where men congregaie
that the vices haunt. A hunter or a shooter may also
be a gambler and a drinker; but, he is less likely to
be fond of the two latter, if he be fond of the former,
Boys will take to something in the way of pastime;
a.m{ it is better that they take to that which is innocent,
healthy, and manly, t that which is vicious, un-
_healthy, and effeminate, Besides, the scenes of rural
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sport are necessarily at a distance from cities and
towns. This is another great consideration ; for though |
great talents are wanted to be employed in the hives of |
men, they are very rarely acquired in these hives: the
surrounding objects are too numerous, too near the
eye, too frequently under it, and too artificial.

374. For these reasons I have always encouraged
my sons to pursue these sports. They have, until the
age of 14 or 15, spent their time, by day, chiefly
amongst horses and dogs, and in the fields and farm-
yard; and their candlelight has been spent chiefly in
reading books about hunting and shooting and about
dogs and horses. I have supplied them plentifully
with books and prints relating to these matters. They
heve drawn horses, dogs, and game themselves. These
things, in which they took so deep an interest, not onl
engaged their attention and wholly kept them from a
taste for, and even all knowledge of cards and other
senseless amusements; but, they led them to read
and write of their own accord; and, never in my life
have I set them a copy inwriting nor attempied to teach
them a word of reading. They have learnt to read
by looking into books about dogs and game; and they
have learnt to write by imitating my writing, and by &
writing endless letters to me, when I have ieen from
home, about their dogs and other rural concerns. While
the Borough-tyrants had me in Newgate for two years,
with a thousand pounds fine, for having expressed my
indignation at their flogging of Englishmen, in the heart
of England, under a guard of Hanoverian sabres, I re-
ceivedg volumes of letters from my children; and, I have
them now, from the scrawl of three years, to the neat
and beautiful hand of thirteen. I never told them of
any errors in their letters. All was well. The best
evidence of the utility of their writing, and the strongest
encouragement to write again, was a very clear answer
Jrom me, in a very precise hand, and upon very nice

aper, which they never failed promptly to receive.

hey have all written to me before they could form a
single letter. A little bit of paper, with some ink-
marks on. it, folded up by themselves, and a wafer
stuek In it, used to be sent to me, and it was sure to
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bring the writer a very, very kind answer. Thus haye
they gone on.  So far from being a trouble to me, they
have been all pleasure and advantage. For many
years they have been so many secretaries. 1 have
dictated scores of registers to them, which have gone
tothe press without my ever looking at them. 1 dictated
registers to them at the age of thirteen, and even of
twelve.  They have, as to trust-worthiness, been grown
persons, at eleven or twelve. I could leave my house
and affairs, the paying of men, or the going from home
on business, to them at an age when boys in England,
in general, want servants to watch them to see that
lhﬂf’ do mnot kill chickens, torment kittens, or set the
buildings on fire,

375. Here is a good deal of boasting; but, it will
not be denied, that I have done a great deal in a short
public lite, and 1 see no harm in telling my readers of
any of the means, that I have employed; especially as
I know of few greater misfortunes than that of breeding
up things to be school-boys all their lives. 1t is not,
that I have so many wonders of the world: it is that
I have pursued a rational plan of education, and one
that any man may pursue, if he will, with similar
effects. 1 remember, too, that I myself had had a
sportsman-education. I ran after the hare-hounds at
the age of nine or ten. 1 have many and many a day
left the rooks to dig up the wheat ‘and peas, while T
followed the hounds ; and have returned home at dark-
night, with my legs full of thorns and my belly empt
to go supperless to bed, and to congratulate myself if
I escaped a flogging. I was sure of these consequences ;
but that had not the smallest effect in restraining me,
All the lectures, all the threats, vanished from my mind
in a moment upon hearing the first cry of the hounds,
at which my heart used to be ready to bound out of my
body. I remembered all this. I traced to this taste my
contempt for card-playing and for all childish and
effeminate amusements, And, therefore, I resolved to
leave the same course freely open to my sons. This
is my plan of education: others may follow what plan
they please.

376, This Chapter will be a head without a body ;
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for, it will not require much time to give an account ¢
the rural sports of America. The general taste of th
country is to 4z the things in order to have them to eat
which latter forms no part of the sportsman’s objects:

377. There cannot be said to be any thing here,
which, we, in England, call kunting. The deer are
‘hunted by dogs, indeed, but the hunters do not follow.
They are posted at their several stations to shoot they
deer as he passes. This is only one remove from th%

Indian hunting. I never saw, that I know of, any
that had seern a pack of hounds in America, exeeﬁ;
those kept by nlg Joun Broww, in Bucks County
Pennsylvania, who was the only hunting Quaker thal
I ever heard of, and who was grandfather of the famou
General Brown., In short, there is none of what we4
call hunting; or, so little, that no man can expect foy
meet with it. |

878. No coursing. 1 never saw a greyhound here.:
Indeed, there are no hares, that have the same manners;
that ours have, or any thing like their fleetness. They
woods, too, or some sort of cover, except in the singu-~
lar instance of the plains in this island, are too nean
at hand, '

379. But, of shooting the variety is endless. Phea~
sants, partridges, wood-cocks, snipes, grouse, wild-
ducks of many sorts, teal, plover, ragbi:ts.

380. There is a disagreement between the North and
the South as to the naming of the two former. Northi
of New Jersey, the pheasants are called partridges,s
and the partridges are called quails. To the South of)
New Jersey, they are called by what I think are theiry
prul[:er names, taking the English names of those birds:
to be proper. For, pheasants do not remain in coveys;
but, mix, like common fowls. The intercourse betweens
the males and females is promiscuous, and not by pairs,
as in the case of partridges. And these are the man-
ners of the American pheasants, which are found by
ones, twos, and so on, and never in families, except}
when young, when, like chickens, they keep with they
old hen. The American partridges are not quails;|
because quails are gregartous. They ILEEE in flocks,
like rooks called crows in America), or like larks, or!
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starlings ; of which the reader will remember a remark-
able instance in the history of the migration of those
grumbling vagabonds, the Jews, soon after their march
from Hores, when the quails came and settled upon
each other’s backs to a height of two cubits, and co-
vered a superficial space of two days’ journey in dia-
meter. It is a well known fact, that quails flock: it
is also well known, that partridges do not, but that they
keep in distinct families, which we call coveys from
the French couvée, which means the eggs or brood
which the hen covers at one time. The American par-
tridges live in coveys. The cock and his pair in the
spring. They have their brood by sitting alternately
on the eggs, just as the English partridges do; the
young ones, if none are killed, or die, remain with the
old ones till spring; the covey always live within a
small distance of the same spot; if frightened into a
state of separation, they call to each other and re-assem-
ble ; they roost alto Egler in a round ring, as close as
they can sit; the tails inward and the heads outward;
and are in short, in all their manners, precisely the
same as the English partridge, with this exception,
that they will sometimes alight on a rail or a bough,
and that, when the hen sits, the cock, perched at a
little distance, makes a sort of periodical whistle, in a
monotonaus, but very soft and sweet tone. |

- 381. The size of the pheasant is about the kalf of
that of the English. The plumage is by no means so
beautiful ; but, the flesh is far more delicate. The
size of the partridge bears about the same proportion.
But its plumage is more beautiful than that of the
English, and its flesh is more delicate. Both are de-
lightful, though rather difficult, shuutirllgil. The phea-
sant does not tower, but darts through the trees; and
the partridge does not rise boldl ,%ut darts away at
no great height from the gl'u:mmLy Some years they
are more abundant than other years. This is an.
abundant year. There are, perhaps, fifty coveys
within half a mile of my house. ' ~
- 382, The wood-cocks are, in all respects, like those
in England, except that they are only about three-
fiihs of the size, They breed here; and are in such
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numbers, that some men kill twenty brace, or more in
a day. Their haunts are in marshy places, or woods.
The shooting of them lasts from the l'npufﬂl of July tilk
the hardish frosts come. The last we killed this yean
was killed on the221st of November. So that here

five months of this sport ; and pheasants and partridees:
are shot from September to April. -

383. The snipes are eaﬂec}) English snipes, which/
they resemble in all respects, and are found in great|
abundance in the usual haunts of snipes. =

384. The grouse is precisely like the Scotch grouse, .
There is only here and there a place where they aref
found. But, they are, in those places, killed in great!
quantities in the fall of the year.

385. As to wild ducks and other water-fowl, whichi
are come at by lying in wait, and killed most frequently |
swimming, or sitting, they are slaughtered in whole:
flocks. An American counts the cost of powder and |
shot. If he is deliberate in every thing else, this habit !
will hardly forsake him in the act of shooting. When 1
the sentimental flesh-eaters hear the report of his gun, .
they may begin to pull out their white handkerchiefs ; ;
for death follows his pull of the trigger, with, perhaps, .
even more certainty than it used to follow the lancet of !
Docror Rusn, 4

386. The Prover is a fine bird, and is found in great '
numbers upon the plains, and in the cultivated fields, of
this Island, and at a mile from my house. Plovers are
very shy and wary ; but they have ingenious enemies to |
deal with. A wagon, or carriage of some sort, is made
“EE egf to approach them; and then they are easily
killed. - "

387. Rabbits are very abundant in some places.
They are killed by shooting ; for all here is done with
the gun. No reliance is placed upon a dog. ‘

388. As to game-laws there are none, except those
which appoint the times for killing. People go where
they like, and, as to wild animals, shoot what they like.
There is the Common Law, which forbids ¢respass, and |
the Statute Law, I believe, of “malicious trespass,”
or trespass after warning. And these are mor2 than
enough ; for nobody, that I ever hear of, warns pmpﬁ¥‘
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off. So that, as far as shooting «oes, and that is the
sport which is the most general favourite, there never
was a more delightful country than this Island. The
sky is so fair, the soil so dry, the cover so convenient,
tﬁe game so abundant, and the people, go where you
will, so civil, hospitable, and kind.

i

. i | o

CHAP. XIII

PAUPERS.

889. It is a subject of great exultation in the hirelin
newspapers of the Borough-villains, that  poverty angf'
peor-rates have found their way to America.” "As to
the former it is literally true; for the poverty that is
here has, almost the whole of it, come from "Europe ;
but, the means of keeping the poor arise here upon the
spot.

390. Great sums of money are raised in New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, and other great sea-ports, for the
naintenance of “* the poor ;” and, the Boroughmongers
agerly catch at the published accounts of this concern,
gerduce them as proofs, that misery is as great in
America as it is under their iron rod. 1 will strip them
f this pretext in a few minutes.

391. Let us take New York, for instance. Is is noto-
ious that, whatever may be the number of persons re-
ieved by poor rates, the greater part of them are
Furopeans, who have come hither, at different periods
md under circumstances of distress, different, of course,
n degree. There is, besides, a class of persons here of
 description very peculiar ; namely; the free negroes.
Nhatever may have been the motives, which led to their
‘mancipation, it is very certain, that it has saddled the
vhite people with a charge. These negroes are a dis-
rderly, improvident set of beings ; and, the paupers,
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in the country, consist almost wholly of them. Take ou
the foreigners and the megroes, and you will find, tha
the paupers of New York do not amount to a Aundredt.
art ﬁlP those of Liverpool, Bristol, Birmingham, or
ondon, population for population. New York is i
sea-port, and the only great sea-port of a large distric|
of comntry. All the disorderly crowd to it. It teemy
with emigrants ; but, even there, a pauper, who is :
white, native American, is a great rarity. ,
892. But, do the Borough-villains think, that the wﬂ
pauper has the same meaning here that it has undes
their scorpion rod? A pauper under them means &
man that is able and willing to work, and who does worl
like & horse: and who is so taxed, has so much of hiil
earnings taken from him by them to pay the interest of
their Debt and the pensions of themselves and theill
wives, children, and dependents, that he is actuall}
starving and fainting at his work. This is what is meam
by a pauper in England. But, at New York, a paupey
is, generally, a man who is unable, or which is mor1
frequently the case, inwilling to work; who is becom¢
debilitated from a vicious life; or, who, like Borough!
mongers and Priests, finds it more pleasant to live upon
the labour of others than upon his own labour. A paw
per in England is fed upon bones, garbage, refuse meat
and “ substitutes for bread.” A pauper here expects
and has, as much flesh, fish and bread and cake as hq
can devour. How gladly would many a little trades:
man, or even little farmer, in England, exchange hix
diet for that of a New York pauper! ST
393. Where there are such paupers as those in Engy
land, there are beggars; because, when they find, tha
they are nearly starved in the former character, the:
will try the latter in spite of all the zagrant acts thal
any hell-born Funding system can engender. And
who ever saw a beggar in America? I have!” exi
claims some spy of the Boroughmongers, who hopes t{
become a Boroughmonger himself. And so have I toa
I have seen a couple since I have been on this Island|
and of them I will speak presently. But there 2
different sors of beggars too as well as of paupers.
England a beggar is a poor creature, with hardly r
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(mere rags) sufficient to cover its nakedness, so far eveir
as common decency requires. A wretched mortal, the
bare sight of whom would freeze the soul of an American
within him. A dejected, broken down thing, that ap-
proaches you hare-headed, on one knee, with a trembling
voice, with pray bestow your charity, for the Lord
% Jesus Christ’s sake have compassion on a Eﬁﬂr soul ;”
and if you toss a halfpenny into his ragged hat, he ex-
claims in an extasy, * God Almighty bless your konour I’
though you, perhaps, be but a shoe-black yourself, An
American beggar, dressed very much like other people,
walks up to you as boldly as if his pockets were crammed
with money, and, with a half smile, thatseems to say, he
doubts of the propriety of his conduct, very civilly asks
%a{m, if you can HELP him to a quarter of a dollar.
emostly states the precise sum ; and never sinks below
silver. In short, there is no begging, roperly so called.
There is nothing that resembles English begging even’
in the most distant degree.
- 394, I have now been here twenty months, and 1 have
been visited by only two beggars. The first was an
Englishman, and what was more to me, a Surrey man
too ; a native of Croydon. He askerd me if I could help
him to a quarter of a dollar; for, it is surprising how
apt scholars they are. * Yes,” said I, « it you will Aelp
“ my men to dosome work first.” He said he could not
do that, for he was in a furry. 1 told him, that, if a
man, with a dollar a day, and pork for the tenth part of
idnllar a pound, could not earn his living, he ought to
e hanged ; “ however,” said I, * as vou are the first
“ Surrey man I ever saw in America hesides myself; if
b Eﬂﬂ be not hanged before this day week, and come
¢ here again, I will Zelp you to a quarter of a dollar.”
He came, and I kept my word. The second beggar was
an ltalian. This was a personage of *“ high conside-
ration.” He was introduced to the side of my writing
table. He behaved with a sort of dignified politeness,
mixed with somewhat of reserve, as if he thought the
person to whom he was addressing himself a very good
sort of man, but of rank inferior to himself, We could
not understand each other at first; but, we got into
French, and then we could talk. He having laid down
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his hat, and being seated, pulled out a large parcel of|
papers, amongst which was a certificate from ﬂl:e Secre--
tary of State of His Majesty the King of Sardinta,,
duly signed and countersigned, and sealed with a seal
having the armorial bearings of that sovereign. wlongy
with this respectable paper was an English translationi
of it, done at New York, and authenticated by the Mayori
and a Notary Public, with all due formality. All they
time these papers were opening, 1 was wondering whati
this gentleman could be. I read, and stared, and read|
again. I was struck not less by the novelty than thes
audacity of the thing. ¢ So then,” said I, breaking
silence, * your sovereign, after taxing you to your ruin,,
« has been graciously pleased to give you credentialsy
« to show, that he authorizes you to beg in America;|
¢ and, not only for yourself but for others; so that you
« gre an accredited ambassador from the beggars im
« Qardinia!” He found he was got into wrong hands :
and endeavoured to put an end to the negociation ak
once, by observing, that I was not forced to give, and
that my simple negative was enough. ‘1 beg your|
« pardon, Sir,” said I, ¢ you have submitted your case
“ to me ; you have made an appeal to me ; your state-
« ment contains reasons for my giving ; and that gives
“ me a right to shew, if I can, why I ought not to give.”
He then, in order to prevent all reasoning, opened his
Subscription, or Begging-book, and said: * you see.
« Sir, others give !” * Now,” said I, “ Youreason, but
«“ your reasoning is defective ; for, if you were to shews
« ne, that you had robbed all my neighbours withouy
¢ their resenting it, would it follow that I must let you
¢ pob me to0?” ¢ Ah! par blew,” said he, snatching
up his credentials, “ je vois que vous ées un avare. !
—Ah! by Old Nick, Isee you are a Miser—And of
he went ; not, however, before I had time to tell him
to be sure to give my best respects to the king of Sar-
dinia, and to tell His Majesty to keep his beggars au
home.

395. T afterwards found, that cases like this are by
o means rare ; and that, in Pennsylvania, in particular
they have accredited beggars from all parts of the cm
tinent of Europe This may be no unuseful hint for th
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English Boroughmongers, who have an undoubted claim
to precedence before the German and Italian beggars.
The Boroughmongers may easily add a legation of
mendicity to their Envoyships-and Consulships, without
any great disgrace to the latter; and, since they can
get nothing ont of America by bullying and attacking,
try what can be gained by canting and begging. The
agances are, however, that many of them will, before
they die, be beggars in their own proper persons and
for their own use and behoof; and thus give a complete
rounding to their career ; plunderers in prosperity, and
beggars in adversity.

896. As to the poor-rates, the real poor-rates, you
must look to the country. In England the poor-rates
equal in amount the rent of the land! Here, 1 pay, in
oor-rates, only sever dollars upona rent of siz hundred !
ﬁd I pay my full share. In short, how is it possible,
that there should be paupers to any amount, where the
common average wages of a labourer are six dollars a
weelk ; thatis to say, twenty-seven shillings sterling, and
where the necessaries of lite are, upon an average, of
half the price that they are in England? How can a
man be a pauper, where he can earn ten pounds of
prime hog-meat a day, six daysin every week ? [ was
at a liorse-race, where I saw at least five thousand men,
and nst one man in shabby clothes.

397. But, some go baclk_after they come from Eng-
land ; and the Consul at New York has thousands of
pplications from men who want to go te Canada : and
%lfﬂ bands of them go off to that fine country very often.

These are said to be disappointed people.” Yes, they
expected the people at New York to come out in boats,
I suppose, carry them on shore, and give up their dinners
and beds to them! 1t they will work, they will soon
nd beds and dinners: if they will not, they ought to
ve none. What, did they expect to find here the same
ces and the same posts ‘and trees that they left behind
iem? Such foolish people are not worth notice. The
lazy, whether male or female, all hate a government,
uﬁ’er which every one enjoys his earnings, and no more.
Low, pocr and miserable as they may be, their principle
is precisely the same as t|i‘at of Boroughmongers, and
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Priests: namely, fo live withcut labour on the earning
of others. The desire to live thus is almost universal
but with sluggards, thieves, Boroughmongers, ani
Priests, it is @ principle of action. Ask a Priest wh
he is a Priest ? He will say (for he has vowed it on t
Altar!) that he believes himself called by the Hol
Ghost to take on him the care of souls. But, put th!
thing close to him ; push him hard ; and you will find
was the benefice, the money and the tithes, that call
him. Ask him what he wanted them for. That }
might live, and live, too, without work. Oh! this wo
It is an old saying, that, if the Devil find a fellow i
he is sure to set him to work; a saying the truth «
which the Priests seem to have done their utmost t
establish. |
~ 308. Of the goers back was a Mr. Oxsvow Wakn|
rorp, who was a coach-maker, some years, in Phi
delphia, and who, having, from nothing hardly to begi
witﬁ, made a comfortable fortune, went back about
time that I returned home. I met him, by accident, :
Goodwood, in Sussex, in 1814, We talked aboy
America. Said he, ¢ I have often thought of the foolis
“ way, in which my good friend, Norrn, and I used
« talk about the happy state of England. The mone
« that I have paid in taves here, would have kept m
“ like a gentleman there. "Why,” added he, *if a ld
« houring man here were seen having in his possession
¢ the fowls and other things that labourers in Phil:
“ delphia carry home from market, he would be stoppe
“ in the street, and faken up on wspicim of being 1
“ thief; upon the supposition of its being impossibf:ﬁa_
“ he could have come honestly by them.” 1 tuld'_ﬂli
story after 1 got home; and we read in the newsya‘.%rﬁ
n hl

not long afterwards, that a Scotch Porter, in Lon
who had had a Zittle tub of butter sent him up from

relations, and who was, in the evening, carrying it frox
the vessel to his home, had actually been seized by th!
Police, lodged in prison all night, brought before th
magistrate the next day, and not released until he he
produced witnesses #o prove that he had not stolen |
thing, which was thought far-too valuable for such
man to come at by honest means! What a stat
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401. Leaving definitions of this sort to such con~
ceited bunglers as the Professor, T will just give &
sketch (for it can be nothing more) of the Governmen
and Laws of this country. . - v

402. The country is divided into States. Each o
these States has its own separate government, consisti
of a Governor, Legislative Body, and Judiciary De~

partment. But, then there is a General Government|
which is, in fact, the government of the whole nation ;
for, it alone can do any thing with regard to othen
nations, 'This General Government consists of a Pre
sident, a Senate, a House of Representatives, all whieHl
together are called the Congress. The President is
elected for four years, the Senate for four years,and thes
House of Representatives for two years. \ |

403. In most of the State-Governments, the electior
is annual for the House of Representatives. In someél
the Governor and the Senate are elected for a longer

eriod, not exceeding four years in any case. Bat, in|
some, the whole, Governor, Senate, and Representatives
are elected ANNUALLY ; and this last appears now td
be the prevailing taste. ’

404. The suffrage, or qualification of electors, ii
very various. In some States every free man; thatisi
every man who is not bondman or slave, has a vote, I¥
others, the payment of a tex is required. In others, :
man must be worth a hundred pounds. In Virginia :
man must be a freeholder.

405, This may serve to show how little Mr. Jerry Bexe
taAM, the new Mentor of the Westminster Telemachus
knows about the Eﬂlitical- part of the American goverm
ments. Jerry, whose great, and, indeed, only argument
in support of annual parliaments and universal suffrage
is, that America is so happy under such a system, has
if we were to own him, furnished our enemies with |
complete answer ; for, they have, in order to silene
him, only to refer to the facts of his argument of happ;
experience. By silencing him, however, I do n¢
mean the stopping of his tongue, or pen; for nothint
but mortality will ever do that. This everlasting ball
bler has aimed a sort of stiletto stroke at me; for whe

Grod knows, except it be to act a consistent pat, by et
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deavouring to murder the man whom he has so fre-
uently robbed, and whose facts and thoughts, though
3ipguised and disgraced by the robber’s quaint phraseo-
logy, constitute the better part of his book. Jerry, who
was made a Reformer by Prrr’s refusal to give him a
act to build a penitentiary, and to make him prime
administralor of penance, that is to say, Beggar-Whipper
General, is a very proper person to be toasted by those,
who have lntte:f and conspired against Major Cart-
wright, Mr. Brougham praises Jerry : that is enough !
- 406. In the four New England States, the ﬂ%iﬁ-
cation was a hundred pounds. But, one of those States,
Coxnecricur, has, to her great honour, recently set an
example worthy of the imitation of the other three. A
new constitution has, during this year, been formed in
that State, according to which all the elections are to be
annual; and, as to the suffrage, 1 will give it in the
words of the instrument itself: “ Every male white
“ citizen of the United States, who shall have gained a
“ settlement in this state, attained the age of twenty-one
“ years, and resided in the town (that is parish in the
¢ English meaning) in which he may offer himself to be
“ admitted to the privilege of being an elector, at least
““ six months preceding, and have a freehold estate o
* the yearly value of seven dollars in this State;—OR,
‘ having been enrolled in the militia, shall have per-
* formed military duty therein for the term of one year,
“ next preceding the time he shall offer himself for ad-
“ mission, or, being liable thereto, shall have been, by
“ authority of law, altogether excused therefrom ;—OR,
¢ shall kave paid a State Tax within the year next pre-
‘ ceding the time he shall present himself for admis-
‘¢ sion, and shall sustain a good moral character, shall,
‘“on his taking the oath prescribed, be an elector.”
. 407. And then, the proof of bad moral character,
is, ‘“ a conviction of bribery, forgery, perjury, dueffif;g,
Wﬁfﬂﬂt bankruptey, theft, or other offences, for
“ which an infamous punishment is inflicted.” By
f@ng 18 not, of course, contemplated puff-out for-
'y ; for that, as an act of resistance of oppression, is
ﬁ Justifiable : it is not only not an immoral, but it
8.& meritorious act. The forgery here meant is for-
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gery committed against honest men, who, when they
“ promise to pay,” mean to pay, and do pay when
called upon. ¢ Bribery” is very properly set at the
head of the disqualifications ; but, what a nest of vil-:
. Tains it would exclude in England! White men ared
mentioned, but, another clause admits all the Blacksy
now free, though it shuts out future comers of that co-:
lour, or of the yellow hue ; which is perfectly just; for,
Connecticut is not to be the receptacle of those, whom
other States may choose to release from slavery, seeing
that she has now no slaves of her own. &
408. Thus, then, this new Constitution; a constitu-
tion formed by the steadiest community in the wholei
world ; a constitution dictated by the most ample exrpe-
rience, gives to the people, as to the three branches
the government (the Governor, Senate, and Representa=
tives) precisely what we reformers in England ask asf
to only one branch out of the three. ‘Whoever has ai
freehold worth a guinea and a half a year, though hed
pay no tax, and thongh he be not enrolled in the mi--
litia, has a vote. Whoever pays a taz, thﬁu'glh he bes
not enrolled in the militia, and have no freehold, has a4
vote. Whoever is enrolled in the militia, though hes
have no freehold and pay no tax, has a vote. So thati
nothing but beggars, paupers, and criminals can ea-
sily be excluded ; and, you will observe, if you please,;
Messieurs Boroughmongers, that the State taxes are alll
direct, and so contemptible in amount, as not to be, alll
taken together, enough to satisfy the maw of a single;
sinecure place-man in England ; and that the Electors
choose, and annually too, King, Lords, and Commons.i
Now, mind, this change has been deliberately made by
the most deliberate people that ever lived on the earth,
New England is called, and truly, * the I.and’bf;
“ Steady Habits;” but, a Comnecticut man is said
be a * full-blooded Yankey,” and Yankey means Newi
Englander. So that, here are the steadiest of thaﬂéadgu
adopting, after all their usual deliberation and precau-
tion, in a time of profound tranquillity, and without any;
party spirit or delusion, the plan of us * wild and|

“ mad” Reformers of Old England, = Please God, !
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gill, l:efore I go home, perform a pilgrimage into this
tate .

409. In Virginia, and the States where negro sla-
very exists, the slaves ave reckoned amongst the popula-
tion in apportioning the seats in the General Congress.
So that, the slaves do not vote; but, their owners have
votes for them. This is what Davis Giddy, Wilber-
force, and the spawn of the Green Room, call wirtual
representation, And this, to be sure, is what Sir
Fravcis Burpzrw, in his speech at the Reading Din-
ner, meant by universal INTERESTS ! From universal
suffrage, he came down to general suffrage: this was
0 grnnnsense ; but, wuniversal INTERESTS is down-
;f t borough-mongering. Well may he despair of

ing any good in the House of Commons ! ¢ Universal
interests” is the Virginian plan; and in that state of
things, by no means unwise or unjust ; for, it is easier

talk about freeing black slaves, then it is to do it.
ﬁe planters in the Southern States are not to blame

“having slaves, until some man will show how they
are to getrid of them. No one has yet discovered the
means.  Virtual representation, or, in other words,
Universal interests, is as good a thing as any one can
devise for those States; and, if Sir Fravcrs will but
boldly declare, that the people of England must ne-
eessarily remain slaves, his joining of Davis Giddy
and Canning, will be very consistent. Let him black
the skins of the people of England, and honestly call
a part of them his property, and then he will not
add the meanest to the most dastardly apostacy.

- 410. The right of suffrage in America is, however,
upon the whole, sufficient to Euard the people againstany
eral and long-existing abuse of power; for, let it be
ﬁ:ne in mind, that kere the people electall the persons,
who are to exercise power; while, even if our Reform
were obtained, there would still be two branches out of
3}‘ three, over whom the people would have no direct
eonfroul. Besides, in England, Ireland, and Scotland,
there is an established Chureh; a richly endowed and
erful hierarchy ; and this, which is really a fourth
anch of the governmeut, has nothing to resemble it
in America. So that, in this country, the whole of the
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Government may be truly said to be in the hands o
the people. The people are, in reality as well as -11_1}
name, represented. |

411. The consequences of this are, 1st, that, if those
who are chosen do not behave well, they are not ko4
sen a secend time; 2nd, that there are no sinecure
placemen and place women, grantees, pensioners wlh
out services, and big placemen who swallow the earn-|
ings of two or three thousand men each; 3rd, that the
is no military staff to devour more than the whole of 4
government cught to cost; 4th, that there are no preud
and insolent grasping Boroughmongers, who malke the
people toil and sweat to keep them and their families
in luxury ; 5th, that seats in the Congress are not like|
stalls in Smithfield, bought and sold, or hired out:
6th, that the Members of Congress do not sell thein
votes at so much a vote; Tth, that there is no '
of the public money, and no expenses occasioned. by
the hri%ing of electors, or by the hiring of Spies anc
informers; 8th, that there are no shootings of the peo~

le, and no legal murders committed, in order to de-
fend the government against the just vengeance of an
oppressed and insulted nation. But, all is harmony,
peace and prosperity. Every man is. zealous in de~
tence of the laws, because every man knows that he is
governed by laws, to which he has really and truly
given his assent. : -

412, As to the nature of the laws, the Common Law
of England is the Common Law of America. These
States were formerly Colonies of Engtand. Our Bo-
roughmongers wished to tax them without their own
convent. But, the Colonies, standing upen the ancieny
Laws of England, which say that no man shall be tazea)
without his own consent, resisted the Boroughmongers
of that day; overcame them in war; cast off all de-

endence, and became free and independent States,
ut, the great man, who conducted that Revolutions
as well as the people in general, were too wise to cast
off the excellent laws of their forefathers, They, there
fore, declared, that the Common Law of Engla
should remain, being subject to such modifications as
might be necessary in the new circumstances in whie
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the people were placed. The Common Law means,
the ancient and ordinary wusages and customs of the
land with regard to the means of protecting property
and persons and of punishing crimes. This law is no
wrilten or printed thing. It is more ancient than
books. It had its origin in the hearts of our forefa-
thers, and it has lived in the hearts of their sons, from
generation to generation. Hence it is emphatically
called the law of the land. Juries, Judges, Courts of
Justice, Sheriffs, Constables, Head-boroughs, Hey-
wards, Justices of the Peace, and all their numerous
and useful powers and authorities, make part of this
Law of the Land. The Boroughmongers would fain
Ersuade us, that itis they who have given us this

aw, out of pure generosity. But, we should bear in
mind, that this Law is more ancient, and far more an-
cient, than the titles of even the most ancient of their
families. And, accordingly, when the present Royal
Family were placed upon the throne, there was a so-
lemn declaration by the Parliament in these words :
“The Laws of England are the Birthright of the
“People of England.” The Boroughmongers, by
giving new powers to Justices of the Peace and Judges,
setting aside the trial by Jury in many cases, both of
property and person, even before the present horrible
acts; and by a thousand other means, have, by Acts
i Parliament, greatly despoiled us of the Law of the

and; but, never have they given us any one good in
addition to it.

413. The Americans have taken special care to pre-
vent the like encroachments on their rights: so that,
while they have Courts of Justice, Juries, Judges,
Sheriffs, and the rest, as we have; while they have all
the good part of the Laws now in force in England,
they have none of the bad. They have none of that
Statute Law of England, or Act of Parliament Law,
which has robbed us of a great part, and the best part
of our ** Birthright.” -

‘414. Itis, as I said before, not my intention to go
much into particulars here; but, I cannot refrain from
noticing, that the People of America, when they come
to settle their new guvernin‘lents, took special care to

= :
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draw wp specific Constitutions, in which they forbadé:
any of their future law-makers to allow of any TEH@LI
of Nobility, any Privileged Class, any Established.
Church, or to pass any law to give to. any body the |
power of imprisoning men otherwise than in due course.
of Common Law, except in cases of actual invasion #ﬂ
open rebellion. And, though actnal invasion took place |
several times during the late war; though the C_&pi;tﬂ,:|
city was in possession of our troops, no such law was |
passed. _Such is the effect of that confidence, which a./
good and just government has in the people whom at:
governs! - Ll

415. There is one more Partimﬂar, as to the Laws
of America, on which, as it is of very great im i
tance, I think it right to remark. 'The uses, which |
have been made of the Law of Libel in England are |
well known. In the first place, the Common Law
knows of no such offence as that of eriminal libel, for |
which so many men have been so cruelly punished in |
England.  The crime is an invention of late date.
The Common Law punished men for breaches of the
peace, but no words, whether written or spoken, can |
be a breach of the peace. Baut, then some Borough- .
monger judges said, that words might tend to produce:
a breach of the peace; and that, therefore, it was
eriminal to use such words. This, though a palpable
stretch of law, did, however, by usage, become law '
so far as to be acted upon in America as well as in |
England ; and, when I lived in the State of Pexnsvi- -
vax1a, eighteen years ago, the Chief Justice of that |
Slate, finding even this law not sufficiently large, gave
it another siretch to make it fit me. Whether the:
Lesislature of that State will repair this act of injustice !
and tyranny remains yet to be seen. sria el

416. The State of New Yosxg, in which I now live, |
awakened, probably by the act of tyranny, ‘to which
T allude, has taken care, by an Aet of fhe State, .
passed in 1805, to put an end to those attacks on the :
press by charges of constructive libel, or, at least, to |
make the law such, that no man shall suffer from the :
preferring of any such charges umjustly. . ©= =~ B ]

417. The principal effect of this twisting of the hv;
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was, that, whether the words published were ¢rue or Jalse
the crime of publishing was ke same ; because whether

ue or false, they tended to a breach of the peace !
Nay, there was a Boroughmonger Judge in England,
who had laid it down as law, that the Zruer the words
gere, the more criminal was the libel ; because, said
e, a breach of the peace was more likely to be pro-
duced by telling truth of a willein, than by telling
Jalsehood of a wirtwous man. In point of fact, this
was true enough, to be sure; but what an infamous
doctrine! What a base, what an unjust mind must
this man have had !

418. The State of New York, ashamed that there
should any longer he room for such miserable quib-
bling ; ashamed to leave the Liberty of the Press
exposed to the changes and chances of a doctrine so
hostile to common sense as well as to every principle
of freedom, passed an Act, which makes the truth of
any publication a justification of it, provided the pub-
lisher can shew, that the publication was made with

ood motives and justifiable ends; and who can possibly
publish truth without being able to shew good motives
and justifiable ends? To expose and censure tyranny
profligacy, fraud, hypocrisy, debauchery, drunken-
ness : indeed, all sorts of wickedness and folly; and
to do this in the words of ¢ruth, must tend, cannot fail
to tend, to check wickedness and folly, and to strengthen
and promote virtue and wisdom ; and these, and these
_only, are the uses of the press. I know it has been said,
for I have heard it said, that this is going too far ; that it
would tend to lay open the private affairs of families.
And what then ? %Vickedness and folly should meet their
due measure of censure, or ridicule, be they found where
‘they may. If the faults of private persons were too
trifling to deserve public notice, the mention of them
would give the parties no pain, and the publisher
would be despised for his tittle-tattle ; that is all. And,
if they were of a nature so grave as for the exposure
f them to give the parties pain, the exposure would
ga useful, as a warning to others.

419. Amongst the persons whom I have heard ex-
press a wish, to see the press what they called fiee, and
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at the same time to extend the restraints on it, with
regard to persons in their private life, beyond the ob~
ligation of adherence to truth, 1 have never, that I
know of, met with one, who had not some powerful
motive of his own for the wish, and who did not feel
that he had seme vulnerable part about himself The
common observation of these persons, is, that public
men are feir game. Why public men only? Is it
because their wickedness and folly affect the public?
And, how long has it been, I should be glad to know,
since bad example in private life has been thought of
no consequence to the public? The press is called
“ the guardian of the public morals ;” but, if it is to
meddle with none of tke vices or follies of individuals
in private life, how is it to act' as the guardian of the
morals of the whole community? A press perfectly
iree, reaches these vices, which the law cannot reach
without putting too much power into the hands of the
magistrate. Extinguish the press, and you must let’
the magistrate into every private house. The experi-
ence of the world suggests this remark ; for, look where
vou will, you will see virtue in all the walks of life
hand in hand with freedom of discussion,, and vice
hand in hand with censorships and other laws to cramp
the press. England, once so free, so virtuous and so
happy, has seen misery and crimes increase and the
criminal laws multiply in the exact proportion of the in-
crease of the restraints of the press and of the increase
of the severity in punishing what are called libels. And,
if this had not taken place it would have been very won-
derful. Men who have the handling of the public money,
and who know that the parliamentis such as to be silenced,
- will be very apt to squander that money ; this squandering
causes heavy taxes; these produce misery amongst the
greater number of the people; this misery produces
crimes ; to check these new penal laws are passed. Thus
it is in England, where new hanging places, new and
enlarged jails, prisons on the water, new modes of
transporting, a new species of peace officers, a new
species of Justices of the Peace, troops employed
regularly in aid of the magistrate, and at last, spies
and blood-money hands, all proclaim a real revolution

LY
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in the nature of the government. If the press had con-
tinued free, these sad effects of a waste of the publie
money never ceuld have taken place ; for, the wasters of
that money would have heen so exposed as to be unable
~ to live under the odium which the exposure would have
occasioned ; and, if the parliament had not checked
the waste and punished the wasters, the public indigna-
tion would have destroyed the parliament. But, with
a muzzled press, the wasters proceeded with the con
sciousness of impunity. Say to any individua! man
when he is 20 years of age : " You shall do just what
“ you please with all the money of other people that you
“ can, by any means, all your life long, get into your
* hands, and no one shall ever be permitted to make you
““ accountable, or even to write or speak a word against
“ you for any act of fraud, oppression, or waste.”
Should you expect such an individual to act honestly
and wisely ? ﬁet, this, in fact, is what a Borough-
monger Parliament and the new Law of Libel say to
every set of Ministers, w7 a

420. Before 1 quit this subject of ZLibel, let me
observe, however, that no juryman, even as the law
now stands in England, isin conscience bound to find
any man guilty on a charge of eriminal libel, unless
the evidence prove that the pretended libeller has been
actuated by an evil motive, and unless it be also proved
by evidence, that his words, spoken or written, were
scandalous and malicious. Unless these things be
elearly proved by cvidence, the juryman, who finds a
man guilty, is a base, perjured villain ; and ought to
be punished as such.

42]1. The State of Connecticut, in her new Con-
stitution, hefore mentioned, has put this matter of libel
on the true footing ; namely; * In all prosecutions and
“ indictments for libel the TRUTH may be given in
* evidence, and the Jury shall have the right to determine
“ the law and the facts.” Thus, then, common sense has,
at last, got the better; and TRUTH can, in this State,
at least, in no case, be a legal crime. But, indeed, the
press has NOW no restraint in America, other than
that imposed by TRUTH. Men publish what the
please, so long as they do not publish falsehoods; and,
even in such cases; they are generally punished by the
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public contempt. - The press is, therefore, taken alto=
gether, what the magistrate always ought to be: “ a
““ terror to evil doers, and a reward to those who dowell.”
But, it is not the name of REPUBLIC that secures
these, or any other of the blessings of freedom. As gross
acts of tyranny may be committed, and as base cor-
raption practised, under that name as under the name
of absolute monarchy. And, it becomes the people of
America to guard their minds against ever being, in
any case, amused with names. 1t1s the fair representa
tion of the people that is the cause of all the good ; and,
if this be obtained, I, for my part, will never quarrel
with any body about names. 4
422, Taves and Priests ; for these always lay on
heavily together. On the subject of taxes, I gave;;
perhaps, spolien sufficiently clear before ; but, it is a
great subject. I will, on these subjects, address my~
self more immediately to my old neighbours at Botley,
and endeavour to make them understand, what America
is as to taxes and priests. |
423. Worried, my old neighbours, as you are by
tax-gatherers of all descriptions from the County-
Collector, who rides in his coach and four, down to t
petty Window-Peeper, the little miserable spy, who is
constantly on the look out for you, as if he were a
thief-catcher and you were thieves ; devoured.as you are
by these vermin, big and little, you will with difficulty
form an idea of the state of America in this respect.
It is a state of such blessedness, when compared with
the state of things in England, that I despair of being
able to make you fully comprehend what it is. Here
a man may make new windows, or shut up old windews,
as often as he pleases, without being compelled under
a penalty to give notice to some insolent tax-gathering
spy. Here he may keep as many horses as ie likes,
he may ride them or drive them at his pleasure, he
may sell them or keep them, he may lend them or
breed from them ; he may, as far as their nature allows,
do the same with regard to his dogs; he may employ
his servants in his house, in his stables, in his -ga.rdeu,!-
or in his fields, just as he pleases; he may, if he be
foolish enough, have armorial bearings on his carriage,
his watch-seals, on his plate and, if he likes, on his
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very buckets ‘aud porridge Euts; he may write his re-
eeipts, his bills, his leases, his bonds, and deeds ug
nstamped paper ; his wife and daughters may wear
ﬁnch gloves and Lace and French and India silks ;
he may purchase or sell lands and may sue at law for
his rights: and all these, and a hundred other things,
without any dread of the interloping and insolent inter-
ference r.xrly a tax-gatherer or spy of any description.
Lastly, when he dies, he can bequeath his money and
goods and houses and lands to whomsoever he pleases ;
and he can close his eyes without curses in his heart
against a rapacious band of placemen, pensioners,
antees, sinecure holders, staff-officers, borough-job~
ers, and blood-money spies, who stand ready to take
from his friends, his relations, his widow, and his
children, a large part of what he leaves, under the
name of a tax upon legacies, - h
424. But you will ask, “ are there no taves in
“ America!” Yes; and taxes, or public contributions
of some sort, there must be in every civilized state ;
~otherwise government could not exist, and without
government there could be no security for property or
persons. The taxes in. America consist principally
of custom duties imposed on goods imported into the
couniry. During the late war, there were taxes on
several things in the country; but they were taken
off at the peace. . In the cities and large towns, where
paving and lamps and dreins and scavengers are
necessary, there are, of course, direct contributions
to defray the expense of these. There are also, of
course, counfy rates and road rates. But, as the
money thus raised is employed for the immediate
benefit of these who pay, and is expended amongst
themselves and under their own immediate inspection,
it does not partake of the nature of a tax. The taxes
~or duties, on goods imported, yield a great sum of
money ; and, owing to the persons employed in the
collection being appointed for their integrity and
ability, and not on account of their connection with any
set of bribing and corrupt boroughmongers, the whole
of the money thus collected is fairly gﬁp&l:d to the
public use, and is amply sufficient for all-the pu

-
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of government. The army, if it can be so called,

costs but a mere trifle. It consists of a few men, who |

are absolutely necessary to keep forts from crumbling |

down, and guns from rotting with rust. The navy is
an object of care, and its support and increase a cause
of considerable expense. But the government, relying
on the good sense and valour of a people, who must
hate or disregard themselves before they can hate or
disregard that which so manifestly promotes their own
happiness, has no need to expend much on any species
of warlike preparations. The government could not
stand a week, if it were hated by the people; nor,
indeed, ought it to stand an hour. 1t has the hearts of
the people with it, and, therefore, it need expend no-
thing in blood-money, or in secret services of any kind.
Hence the cheapness of this government; hence the
small amount of the tares; hence the ease and happi~

ness of the People. :
425. Great as the distance between you and me is,

my old neighbours, I very often think of you; and

especially when 1 buy salt, which our neighbour
Warner used to sell us for 19s. a bushel, and which I
buy here for 2s. 6d. This salt is made, you know,
down somewhere by Hambel. This very salt; when’
brought here from England, has all the charges of
freight, insurance, wharfage, storage, to pay. It pays
besides, one third of its value in duty to the American
Government before it be landed here. Then, you will
observe, there is the profit of the American Salt Mer-
chant, and then that ot the shopkeeper who sells me
the salt. And,, after all this, I buy very Hamp-
shire salt for 2s. 6d. a bushel, English measure. What
a povernment, then, must that of the Boroughmongers
be! The saltis a gift of God. It is thrown on the
shore. And yet, these tyrants will not suffer us to use
it, until we have paid them 15s. a bushel for liberty to
use it. They will not suffer us to use the salt, w ich
God has sent us, until we have given them 15s. a
bushel for them to bestow on themselves, on their
families and deEendents, in the payment of the interest
of the Debt, whi

ing those, whom they hire to sheot at us. Yes; Eng

-

§

ch they have contracted, and in Ey...-
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i3 a fine country ; it is a glorious country; it contains
an ingenious, industrious, a brave and warm-hearted

jeople ;  but, it is now disgraced and enslaved : it is
trodden down by these tyrants; and we must free it.
We cannot, and we will not die their slaves.

~ 426. Salt is not the only one of the English articles
that we buy cheaper here than in England. Glass,
for instance, we buy for half the price that you buy it.
The reason is, that you are compelled to pay a hea
tax, which is not paid by us for that same glass, - It
is the same as to almost every thing that comes from
England.  You are compelled to pay the Borough-
mongers a heavy tax on your candles and soap. You
dare not make candles and soap, though you have the
fat and the ashes in abundance. If you attempt to do
this, you are taken up and imprisoned ; and, if you
resist, soldiers are brought to shoot you. Thisis free-
dom, is it? Now, we kere, make our own candles and
soap. Farmers sometimes sell soap and candles; but
they never buy any. A labouring man, or a mechanic,
bitys a sheep now and then. Three or four days’
work will buy a labourer a sheep to weigh sixty
pounds, with seven or eight pounds of loose fat. The
meat keeps very well, in winter, for a long time. The
wool makes stockings.  And the loose fat is made into
candles and soap. The year before I left Hampshire,
a poor woman at Holly Hill had dipped some rushes
in grease to use instead of candles. An Exciseman
found it out; went and ransacked her house; and told
her, that, if the rushes had had aenother dip, they
would have been candles, and she must have gone to
Jail! Why, my friends, if such a thing were told here,
nobody would believe it. The Americans could not
bring their minds to believe, that Englishmen would
~submit to such atrocious, such degrading tyranmy.

427, 1 have had living with me an Englishman,

o smokes tobacco; and he tell me, that he can buy

as much tobacco here for three cents; that is, about
three English half-pence, as he could buy in England
for three shillings. The leather has no tax on it here;
so that, though the shoe-maker is paid a high price
for his labour, the labouring man gets his shoes very
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cheap. In short, there is no excise here; no property
tax ; no assessed taves. We have no such men here
as Chiddel and Billy Tovery to come and take our |
money from us. No window peepers. No spies to
keep a look-out as to our carriages and horses and
dogs. Our dogs that came from Botley now ran about
free from the spying of tax-gatherers. We may wear
hair-powder if we like without paying for it, and a boy
in our houses may whet our knives without our paying
two pounds a year for it. 4
428. But, then, we have not the honour of being
covered over with the dust, kicked up by the horses
and raised by the carriage-wheels of such men as Old
Georce Rose and Onp Garniegr, each of whom has
pocketted more than three hundred thousand pounds of
the publie, that is to say, the people’s money. There
are no such men here. Those who receive public mo=
ney here, do something for it. They earn it. They
are no richer than other people. The Judges here are
plain dressed men. They go about with no sort of
parade. They are dressed, on the Bench, like othér
men. The lawyers the same. Here are no black
wns and searlet gowns and big foolish-looking wigs
et, in the whole world, there is not so well-heha?efi
so orderly, so steady a people; a people so obedient to
the law. But, it is the law only that they will bow to.
They will bow to nothing else. And, they bow with
reverence to the law, because they know it to be just,
and because it is made by men, whom they have all
had a hand in choosing. EURRE voef
429. And, then, think of the #ithes! 1 have talked
to several farmers here about the tithes in England, and,
they laugh. They sometimes almost make me angry;
for they seem, at last, not to believe what I say, when
I tell them, that the English farmer gives, and is com-
pelled to give, the Parson a tenth part of his whole
crop and n% his fruit and milk and eggs and calves and
lambs and pigs and wool and honey. - They cannot
believe this. They treat it as a sort of romance. ¥
sometimes almost wish them to be farmers in England.
I said to a neighbour the other day, in half anger: « I
“ wish your farm were at Botley. There is a fellow
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‘“ there, who would soon let you know, that your fine
“ apple-trees do not belong to you. He would have his
“nose in your sheep-fold, your calf-pens, your milk-
“ pai's, your sow’s bed, if notin the sow herself. Your
“ daughters would have no occasion to hunt out the
“hen’s nests: he would do that for them.” And then
I gave them a proof of an English Parson’s vigilance
by telling them the story of Baker’s peeping out the
mname, marked on the sack, which the old woman was
wearing as a petticoat. To another of my neighbours,
who is very proud of the circumstance of his grandfa-
ther being an Englishman, as, indeed, most of the Ame=
ricans are, who are descended from Englishmen: to this
Miﬁhbuur I was telling the story about the poor woman
at Holly Hil!, who had nearly dipped her rushes ence
too often.. He isa very grave ang religious man. He
looked very seriously at me, and said, that falsehood
was falsehood, whether in jest or earnest.  But, when
1 invited him to come to my house, and told him, that [
would show him the acts which the Borough-men had
made to put us in jail if we made our own soap and
eandles, he was quite astonished. “ What!” said he,
“and is Old England really come to this! TIs the land
‘“of our forefathers brought to this state of abject sla~
“very! Well, Mr. Cobbett, I confess, that I was always
“ for King George, during our Revolutionary war ; but,
‘1 believe, all was for the best; for, if I had had my
“wishes, he might have treated us as he now treafs
“the people of B#gMnd.” <« He!” said I. “ It is
“mot he; he, poor man, does nothing to the people,
‘“ and never has done any thing to the people. He fl]mu
“no power more than you have. None of his family
“ have any. All put together, they have net a thou-
‘ sandth partso muchas I have ; for I am able, though
“here, to annoy our tyrants, to make them less easy
“than they would be ; but, these tyrants care no more

r the Royal Family than they do for so many posts
*“or logs of wood.” And then I explained to him who

what the Boroughmongers were, and how -they‘ﬂpl
essed us and the king too. I told him how they dis-
psed of the Church livings, and, in short, explained
hint all their arts and all their crueltie was
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exceedingly shocked ; but was glad, at any rate to know
the tl‘l&tk. '
430. When I was, last winter, in the neighbourhood |
of Harrisburgh in Pennsylvania, I saw some hop-+
q%nters. They grow prodigious guantities of hops.;
ey are obliged to put their hills so wide a part, thatil
they can have only four hundred hills upon an acre ;|
and yet they grow three thousand pounds of hops upon|
an acre, with no manure and with once ploughing in the
ear. When I told them about the price of hops ini
ingland and ahout the difficulty of raising them, theyy
were greatly surprised; but, what was their astonishex
ment, when 1 told them about the hop-poles of Caar=y
crarr at Curbridge ! The hop is naturally a weed ini
England as well as in America. Two or three vinesn
had come up out of Chalcraft’s garden hedge, a fewy
years ago. Chalcraft put poles to them; and, thered
might be a pound or two of hops on these poles, Just
before the time of gathering, one of the spies called!
Excisemen called on Chalcraft and -asked him why hes
did not enter his hops. Chalcraft did not understand ;|
but, answered, he meant to take them in shortly, thoughi
he did not think they were yet quite ripe. ‘* Aye,”
said the Exciseman, ** but I mean, when do you meany
“ 1o enter them at the excise office?” Chalcraft did not)
know (not living in a hop-country,) that he had already
incurred a penalty for not reporting to the tyrants thaty
he had hops growing in his garden hedge! He did noti
know, that he could not gather them m:? ‘put them by
without giving notice, under a penalty of fi :;mmds 8.1
He did %llat Enﬂw, that he could hn% reeﬁ{g is littles
gift of God without paying money to the Boroughmengersy
in the shape of tax ; and, to the Parson in the shape ofl
tithe, or, to give a tenth of the hops to the Parson, and
not dare pick a single hop - till he had sent notice to they
Parson! - What he did, upon this occasion, 1 have for-:
gotten ; but, it is likely that he let the hops stand and|
rot, or cut them down and flung them away as weeds.;
Now, poor men in England are told to be content withj
mﬁs and hu;%ry bellies, for that is their lot ; that *“ it|
“ has pleased Divine Providence to place them in that |
¢ state.” RBut, here is a striking instance of the falsg |
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hood and blasphemy of this Doctrine ; for, Providence
had sent Chalcraft the hops, and he had put poles to
them. Providence had brought the hops to perfection :
but then came the Boroughmongers and the Parson to
take from this poor man this boon of a benevolent
Maker. What, did God order a tax with all its vexa-
tious regulations, to be imposed upon what he had freely
given to this poor man ?* Did God ordain that, in addi-
tion to this tax, a tenth should be yielded to a Parson,
who had solemnly vowed at his ordination, that he be-
lieved himself cal}](ed, not by the love of tithes, but by
* the Holy Ghost, to take on him the cure of souls,” and
to * bring stray sheep into the fold of the Lord?” Did
God ordain these things? Had it pleased God to do
this? What impunity, what blasphemy, then, to as-
cribe to Providence the manifold sufferings occasioned
by the Boroughmongers’ taxes and Parsons’ tithes !

431. But, my Botley neighbours, you will exclaim,
“ No tithes! Why, then, there can be no Churches
“and no Parsons ! The people must know nothing of
* God or Devil ; and must all go to hell!” By no means,
my friends. Here are plenty of Churches. No less
than three Episcopal (or English) Churches; three
Presbyterian Churches; three Lutheran Churches ;
one or two Quaker Meeting-houses; and two Metho-
dist Places; all within siz miles of the spot where
I am sitting. And, these, mind, not poor shabb
Churches; but each of them larger and better buil’lz
and far handsomer than Botley Church, with the
Church-yards all kept in the neatest order, with
a head-stone to almost every grave. As to the Quaker
Meeting-house it would take Botley Church into its
belly, iF you were first to knock off the steeple.

432. Oh, no! Tithes are not necessary to promote
religion. When our Parsons, such as Baker, talk about
religion, or the church, being in danger; they mean,
that the tithes are in danger. They mean, that the
are in danger of being compelled to work for their
bread. This is what they mean. You remember, that,
at our last meeting at Winchester, they proposed for us
to tell the Prince Regent, that we would support the
Church, 1 moved, to leave out the word church, and
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insert the word tithes ; for, as there were many b%

terians and other dissenters present, they could nof
with clear consciences, pledge themselves to suppo
the church. This made them furious. It was lifting uj
the mask ; and the parsons were enraged beyond measure.
433, Oh, no'! %itkﬁg'dﬂ not mean religion. Religion
means a reverence for God. And, what has this to d«
swith tithes? Why cannot you reverence God, withou
Baker and his wife and children eating up a tenth par
of the corn and milk and eggs and lambs and pigs aﬁiﬁ
calves that are produced in Botley parish e Par-
sons, in this country, are supported by those who choosél
to employ them. A man belongs to what congre, aﬁqq

he pleases. He pays what is required by the rules o

the congregation. And, if he think that it is not neces-
sary for him to belong to any congregation, he ];‘ag
nothing at all. And, the consequence is, that all is har:

mony and good neighbourhood. Here are not disputes
‘about religion: or, if there be, they make mo noise:
Here is no ill-will on this account. A man is never
asked what religion he is of, or whether he be of any
religion at all. It is a matter that nobody interferes in/
‘What need, therefore, is there of an established Church*
‘What need is there of tithes ? And, why should not tha
species of property be taken for public use? That is tc
say, as far as it has any thing to do with religion ? ]
know very well, that tithes do not operate as many
people pretend; I know that those who ‘complain mos:
about them have the least right to complain ; but, for
my present purpose, if is sufficient to shew, that -‘ﬁ}iem:
have nothing to do with religion. i< s
© 434, If, indeed, the Americans were ‘wicked, ﬂié‘fé

derly, criminal people, ‘and, of course, a miserable :

foolish people: then we might doubt upon the subjeet |
then we might possibly suppose, that their wickedness
‘and misery arose, in some degree, at least, from the
acant of tithes. But, the contrary is the fact. They
are the most orderly, sensible, ‘and least criminal people|
in'the whole world. A common labouring man has the
:;gg'_l'_i[lgs' of a man of honour; he never thinks of viok
lating the laws; he’i:l"a.ﬂﬁsy:rndﬁdﬂ?{fﬁﬁmgiﬁl}_-é’#gﬁ
Tman Sir, but he will vall no man master. . When
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utters words of respect towards any one, they do not
proceed from fear or hope, but from civility and sin-
cerity. A native American labourer is never rude to-
wards his employer, but he is never eringing.
- 435. However, the best proof of the inutility of an
established Church is the absence of crimes ‘in this
country, compared to the state of England in that re-
spect.  There have not been three felonies tried in this
country since I arrived in it. The Court-house is at
two miles from me. An Irishman was tried for forgery
in the summer of 1817, and the whole country was alive
to go and witness the novelty. I have not heard of a
‘man being hanged i1 the whole of the United States
since my arrival. The Borou hmongers, in answer to
statements like these, say that this is a thinly inhabited
‘country. This very country is more thickly settled
than Hampshire. e adjoining country, towards the
city of New York is much more thickly settled than
‘Hampshire. New York itself and its immediate en-
virons contain nearly two hundred thousand inhabitants,
and after London, is, perhaps, the first commercial and
maritime city in the world. = Thousands of sailors, ship-
enters, dock-yard people, dray-men, boat-men,
crowd its wharfs and quays.” Yet, never do we hear of
hanging; scarcely ever of a robbery; men go to bed
‘with scarcely locking their doors; and never is there
seen in the streets what is called in England, o girl of
the town ; and, what is still more, never js there seen
in those streets a beggar: 1 wish you, ‘my old neigh-
‘bours, could see this city of New York. Portsmouth
‘and Gosport, taken together, are miserable holes come
pared toit. Man’s imagination can fancy nothing so
autiful as its bay and port, from which two immense
Tivers sweep up on the sides of the point of land, on
“which the city is. These rivers are continually covered
with vessels of various sizes bringing the produce of the
land, while the bay is scarcely less covered with ships
going in and out from all parts of the world. The city
Eﬂg is a scene of opulence and industry ; riches with-
‘out insolence, and labour without grudging.
. 486. What Englishman can contemplate this brilliant
wight without feiing some little 'prige' that this eity
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bears an English name ? But, thoughts of more impors .
tance ought to fill his mind. He ought to contrast the |
ease, the happiness, the absence of crime which prevail |
here with the incessant anxieties, the miseries and mur=
derous works in England. ~ In his search after causes he :
will find them no where but in the government: and, as
to an established church, if he find no sound argument |
to prove it to be an evil ; at the very least he must con=- -
clude, that it is not @ good : and, of course, that property -
to the amount of five millions a-year is very unjustly as |
well as unwisely bestowed on its clergy. e
437. Nor, let it be said, that the people here are of |
a better natural disposition than the people of England |
are, How can it be! They are, the far greater part of|
them, the immediate descendants of Englishmen, Irish=+
men, and Scotsmen. Nay, in the city of New York it?
is supposed, that full half-of the labour is erformed by
natives of Ireland, while men of that Island .make a
great figure in trade, at the bar, and in all the variousy
arsuits of life. They have their Romish Chapels there:
in great brilliancy; and they enjoy * Catholic Eman--
« cipation” without any petitioning or any wrangling. Ing
short, blindfold an Englishman and convey him to New
York, unbind his eyes, and he will think himself in any
English city. The same sort of streets; shops pre=-
cisely the same ; the same beautiful and modest women
crowding in and out of them; the same play-houses;
the same men, same dress, same language : he will missy
by day only the nobility and the beggars, and by nights
only the street-walkers and pickpockets. These are tos
be found only where there is an established clergy, up=~
held by what is called the state, and which word means,
in England, the Boroughmongers. !
438. Away, then, my friends, with all cant about the,
church, and the church being in danger. 1f the church.
that is to say, the fithes, were completely abolished ; ifi
they, and all the immense property of the church, were
taken and applied to public use, there would not be &
sermon or a prayer the less. ‘Not only the Bible but
the very Prayer-book is in use here as much asin E
land, and, 1 believe, a great deal more. Why gﬁﬁgg
five millions a year then, to Parsons and their wives and
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children? Since the English, Irish, and Scotch, are so
good, so religious, and so moral here without glebes and
tithes; why not use these glebes and tithes for other
es, seeing they are possessions which can legally

Er isposed of in another manner ?
~ 439. But, the fact is, that it is the circumstance of
the church being established by law that makes it of
little use as to real religion, and as to morals, as far as
they be connected with religion. Because, as we shall
presently see, this establishment forces upon the people,
- parsons whom they cannot respect, and whom indeed,
they must despise; and, it is easy to conceive, that the
moral precepts of those, whom we despise on account
of their immorality, we shall never much attend to, even
supposing the precepts themselves to be good. If a
precept be self-evidently good; if it be an obvious duty
which the parson inculcates, the inculcation is useless to
s, because, whenever it is wanted to guide us, it will
occur without the suggestion of any one ; and, if the
precept be not self-evidently good, we shall nevep
receive it as such from the HEE of a man, whose cha~
racter and life tell us we ought to suspect the truth of
every thing he utters. When the matters as to which
We are receiving instructions are, in their nature, wholly
dissimilar to those as fo which we have witnessed the
conduct of the teacher, we may reasonably, in listening
to the precept, disregard that conduct. Because, for
instance, a man, though a very indifferent Christian,
may be a most able soldier, seaman, physician, lawyer,
or almost any thing else; and what is moré, may be
honest and zealous in the discharge of his duty in any of
these several capacities. But, when the conduct, which
we have observed in the teacher belongs to the same
department of life as the precept which he is delivering,
if IE;?&T one differ from the other we cannot believe the
teacher to be sincere, unless he, while he enforces hig
recept ‘upon us, acknowledge his own misconduet.
g:;pose me, for instance, to be a great liar, as great g
liar, if possible, as STewart of the Courier, who has
said that I have been “ fined 700 dollars for writing
““ against the American government,” though I neyer
Was prosecuted in America ﬁl all my life, -Suppose me
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to be as great a liar as Stewarr, and 1 were to Ee'j
told by a parson, whom I knew to be as great a liar as
myself, that 1 should certainly go to hell if 1 did not {
leave off lying. 'Would his words have any effect upon
me? No: because I should conclude, that if he ﬂmught:
what he said, he would not be such a liar himself. I
should rely upon the parson generally, or I should net.:
1f 1 did, I should think myself safe until T out-lied him ;|
and, if T-did not rely on him generally, of what uses
would he be tome ? | W
440. Thus, then, if men be sincere about religion;
it be not all a mere matter of form, it must always be
of the greatest consequence, that the example of thes
teacher correspond with his teaching. An the mosw
likely way to insure this, is to manage things so that he|
may, in the first place, be selected ;.'the p@oge,'anﬁ-]
in the second place, have no rewards in view other than|
those which are to be given in consequence of his per~
severance in a line of good conduct. |
441. And thus it is with the clergy in America, who
are duly and amply rewarded for their diligence, and
very justly respected for the piety, talent, and zea|
which they discover; but, who have no tenure of then|
laces other than that of the will of the congregationi
%enm it rarely indeed happens, that there is seen
amongst them an impious, an immoral, or a despicabld
man. Whether the teaching of even these Reverena
persons have any very great effect in producing virtue
and happiness amongst men, is a question upon whick
men may, without deserving to be burnt alive, take the
liberty to differ; especially since the world has con
stantly before its eyes a society, who excel in all th!
Christian virtues, who practise that simplicity whici
others teach, who, in the great work of c{:mt&mﬂlﬂ
and trily hide from the left hand that which th right
hand doeth ; and who know nothing of Bishop, Priesy
Deacon, or Teacher of any description. Yes, since wi
have the Quakers constantly before our eyes, we ‘m
without deserving to be burnt alive, question the uti
of paying any .pa:sonh or religious teachers at all, |
“the worst of it is, we are apt to confound things ; as 3
‘have, by & figure of speech, got 1o call a building"
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church, when a church really means a hody of people ;
‘we are apt to look upon the priest as being religious,
_.fe:apeciail}' when we call him #he reverend ; and, it
. often sadly occurs that no two things can be wider from
ich other in this uality. Some writer has said, that
ﬁuuld will.ingly leave to the clergy every thing above
e tops of the chimneys; which, perhaps, was making
their possessions rather too ethereal ; but, since our law
~calls them “ spiritual persons ;™ since they profess, that
““ their kingdom is not of this world,” and, since those of
our church have solemnly declared, that they helieved
themselves 1o be called 1o the ministry « by the Holy
% Ghost:” it 18, I think, a little out of character for
them to come poking and grunting and grumbling about
after our eggs, potatoes, and sucking {)igs., |
f‘442 However, upon the genera question of the
utility or non-utility of paid re igious teachers, let men
decide for themselves; but if teachers be to be paid, it
seems a clear point, in my mind, that they should be
Ppaid upon the American plan: and this, I think, must
€ obvious fo every one, who is able to take a view of
e English Clergy. They are appointed by the abso-
lute wnl% of the Boroughmongers, They care nothing
for the good will of their co gregation or parish, It is
as good fo them to be hated Y their parishioners as to -
be %oved by them. They very frequently never even
see their parish more than once in four or five years.
Lhey solemnly declare at the altar, that they believe
emselves called by the Holy Ghost to take on them
cure of souls ; they get possession of a living ; and
ave the cure of soulsto some curate, to whom they give
A tenth part, perhaps, of the income, Many ﬂfy I.Eem
have two livings, at thirty miles distance from each
E? They live at neither very frequently ; and, when .

2y do, they only add to the \nnoyance which their
. 443. As to their general character and conduct ; in -
what public transaction of pre-eminent scandal haye
hey not taken a part?  Who were found most intimate
with Mrs. Crarke, and most busy .in her commission
lealing affairs ? Clergymen of the Church of England,

notorions, Miss Tﬁ:ﬁztsn tells of the fwo livings
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given to Pansoy Gurney for his electioneering works
in Cornwall. And, indeed, all over the country, they
have been and are the prime agents of the Borough-
mongers. Recently they have been the tools of Sid-
mouth for gagging the press in the country parts of the
kingdom. Powis and Guillim were the prosecutors of -
Messrs. Pilling and Melor ; and for which if they be not -
made to answer, the kingdom ought to be destroyed.
They are the leading men at Pitt Clubs all over the !
country ; they were the foremost to defend the pecu- .
lation of Melville. In short, there has been no public :
man guilty of an infamous act, of whom they have not |
taken the part; and no act of tgranny of which theyr
have not been the eulogists and the principal mstru-.
ment.

444. But, why do I attempt to describe Parsons to)
Hampshire men? You saw them all assembled in grand !
cohort the last time that I saw any of you. You saws
them at Winchester; when they brought forward their:
lying address to the Regent. You saw them on that!

ay, and so did I; and in them I saw a band of more:
complete blackguards than I ever before saw in all my
life. I then saw Parson Baines of Exton, standing upi
i1 a chair and actually spitting in Lord Cochrane’ss

oll, while the latter was bending his neck out to speak..

ord Cochrane looked round and said, “ By G— Sir,|
« if you do that again I'll knock you down.” “ Yow
¢ he d—d,” said Baines, * T’ll spit where I like.™
Lord Cochrane struck at him; Baines jumped downy
put his two hands to his mouth in a huntsman-like way,
and cried “whoop! whoop!” till he was actually blacki
in the face. One of them trampled upon my heel as 1l
was speaking. I looked round, and begzed him to leave
off. “ You be d—d,” said he, ¢ you be d—d, Jacobin.”
He then tried to press on me, to stifie my voice, till I
clapped my elbow into his ribs and made * the spiritnal
« person” hiccup. There were about twenty of themn
mounted upon a large table in the room; and there
they jumped, stamped, hallooed, roared, thumped with|
canes and umbrellas, squalled, whistled, and made alll
sorts of noises. As Lord Cochrane and I were goi
back to London, he said that, so many years as . fﬂ
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been in the navy, he never had seen a band of such
complete blackguards. And T said the same for the
army. And, I declare, that, in the whole course of my
life, I have never seen any men, drunk or sober, behave
/in so infamous a manner. Mr. Purrries, of Eling, (now
‘Doctor Phillips) whom 1 saw standing in the room, I
| laﬁped on the shoulder, and asked, whether he was not
ashamed. Mr. Leg, of the College; Mr. OgLe, of
Bishop’s Waltham ; and Docror Hive, of Southamp-
ton: these were exceptions. Perhaps there might

somé others ; but the mass was the most audacious,
foul, and atrocious body of men I ever saw. We had
done nothing to offend them. We had proposed
nothing to offend them in the smallest degree. But,
‘they were afraid of our speeches: they knew they
~could not answer us; and they were resolved, that, if
‘possible, we should not be heard. There was one par-
.son, who had his mouth within a foot of Lord Cochrane’s

..ear, all the time his Lordship was speaking, and who
- kept on saying, ““ You lie ! you lie ! you lie! you lie!”

a5 loud as he conld utter the words.

He acted the part of buffoon to Lockmarr. He kept

445. Baxer, the Botley Parson, was extremely busy.
.capering about behind him, and really seemed like a
merry andrew rather than a ¢ spiritual person.”

446. Such is the character of the great body of Hamp-

- shire Parsons. I know of no body of men so despi-
_ cable, and yet, what sums of public money do they

swallow! It now remains for me to speak more par-

_ ticularly of Baker, he who, for your sins I suppose, is.
~ fastened upon yon as your Parson. But what I have

~ to say of this man must be the subject of another Letter.

- _creature
- not Baker, it is the scandalous priest, that I strike at,

>

That it should be the subject of any letier at all may
well aurﬁrize all who know the man; for not one
nows him without despising him. But, it is

At is the impudent, profligate, hardened priest that I

. will hold up to public scorn.

447. When 1 see the good and kind people here

; going to church to listen to some decent man of good
- moral character and of sober quiet life, I always think

~of you. You are just the same sort of people as they
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are here; but, what a difference in the Cle an!
What a difference between the sober, sedate, friendly
man who preaches to one of these congregations, and |
the greedy, chattering, lying, backbiting, mischief-mak-
ing, everlasting plague, that you go to hear, and are
compelled to hear, or stay away from the church. Baker
always puts me in mind of the Magpie.
' The Magpie, bird of chatt'ring fame,
‘Whose tongue and hue bespeak his name ;
The first a squalling clam’vous elack,
The last made up of white and black ;
Feeder alike on flesh and corn,
Greedy alike at eve and morn; ;
Of all the birds the prying pest, - J ’
Must needs be Parson o’er the rest. P
' 448, Thus I began a fable, when I lived at Botley.
I have forgotten the rest of it. It will please you fo
hear that there are no Magpies in America; but, it will
gl&ase you still more to hear, that no men that resem-
‘ble them are parsons here. T have sometimes been
half tempted to believe, that the Magpie first suggested
to tyrants the idea of having a tithe-eating Clergy.
The Magpie devours the corn and grain; so does the
Parson. The Magpie takes the wool from the sheep’s
backs; so does the Parson. The Magpie devours aliki
the young animals and' the eggs; so does the Parson.
The Magpie’s clack is everlastingly going ; so is the
Parson’s.  The Magpie repeats by rote words that are
taughtit; so does the Parson. The Magpie is always
skipping and hopping and peeping into other’s nests;
so is the Parson. The Magpie’s colour is partly black
and partly white ; so is the Parson’s. The M{;%Ei%
greediness, impudence, and cruelty are proverbial;
are those of the Parson. I was saying to a farmer the
other day, that if the Borouglimongers had a mind to
ruin America, they would another time, send over five
or six good large flocks of Magpies, instead of five or
six of their armies; but, upon second thou%h’t,."‘thg
would do the thing far more effectually by sending ov
five or six flocks of their Parsons, and getting the peo-
ple to receive them and cherish them as the Bulwark of
religion. | |
Exp or Parr IL
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DEDICATION
To TIMOTHY BROWN, Eso.

OF PECKAM LODGE, SURREY.

North Hempstead, Long Island,
10th Dec, 1818.

MY DEAR SIR,

Tue little volume here presented to the public, con-
sists, as you will perceive, for the greater and most
valuable part, of travelling notes, made by our friend
Hurme, whom I had the honoar to introduce to you
in 1816, and with whom you were so much pleased.

His activity, which nothing can benumb; his zeal
‘against the twin monster, tyranny and priesteraft, which
nothing can cool ; and his desire to assist in providing a
place of retreat for the oppressed, which nothing but
the success in the accomplishment can satisfy ; these
have induced him to employ almost the whole of his
time here in various ways all tending to the same point.

The Boroughmongers have agents and spies all over
the inhabited globe. Here they cannot sell blood : they
can only collect information and calumniate the people
of both countries. These vermin our friend firks out
(as the Hampshire people call it); and they hate him
as rats hate a terrier,

Amongst_ his other labours, he has performed a very
laborious journey to the Western Countries, and has
been as far as the Colony of our friend Birksrck.
‘This jeurney has produced a JournaL; and this Jour-

M5
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PREFACE

TO THE

THIRD PART.

449 In giving an account of the United States of
America, it would not have been proper to omit saying
something of the Western Countries, the Newest of the
New Worlds, to which so many thousands aud hun-
dreds of thousands are flocking, and towards which
the writings of Mr. Birkbeck ha,we of late, drawn the
pointed attention of all those Englishmen, who, having
something left to be robbed of, and wishing to preserve
it, are looking towards America as a place of refuge
from the Boroughmongers and the Holy Alliance,
which latter, to make the compact complete, seems to
‘want nothing but the accession of His Satanic Majesty.
~ 450. I could not go to the Western Countries ; and,
the accounts of others were seldom to be relied on;
because, scarcely any man goes thither without some
degree of partiality, or comes back without being
tainted with some little matter, at least, of self-interest.
Yet, it was desirable to make an attempt, at least,
towards settling the question: “ Whether the Atlantic,
“ or the Western, Countries were the hest for English
““ Farmers to settle in.” Therefore, when Mr. HuLyg
proposed to make a Western Tour, I was very much
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pleased, seemg that, of all the men I knew, he was i
the most likely to bring us back an impartial account
of what he should see. His great knowledge of farm-
ing as well as of manufacturing affairs; his capacity
of estimating local advantages and disadvantages ; the :
natural turn of his mind for discovering the means of |
applying to the use of man all that is furnished by the -
earth, the air, and water; the patience and perseve..
rance with which he pursues all his inquiries; the:
urbanity of his manners, which opens to him all the
sources of information : his inflexible adherence to:
truth : all these marked him out as the man, on whom |
the public might safely rely.
~ 451. I, therefore, give his Journal, made during
his tour. He offers no opinion as to the question above :
stated. T}mt I shall do; and when the reader has:
gone through the Journal he will find my opinions as
to that question, which opinions I have stated in a|
Letter, addressed to Mr. BirknEck.

452. The American reader will perceive, that thisi
Letter is intended principally for the perusal of Englisk--
men ; and, therefore, he must not be surprised if he:

find a little hlﬂl.er]ng in a gruup so much of a Samily,
cast,

North Hempstead, W, COBBETT,

" 10th December, 1818, |



A
YEAR’S RESIDENCE,
&e.

INTRODUCTION TO THE JOURNAL.

Philadelphia, 30th Sept. 1818,

453. It seems necessary, by way of Introduction to
the following Journal, to say some little matter respect-
ing the author of it, and also respecting his motives for

wishing it to be published. '
454, As to the first, I am an Englishman by birth
and parentage ; and am of the county of Lancaster. I
was bred and brought up at farming work, and became
an apprentice to the business of Bleacher, at the age
of 14 years. My own industry made me a master-
bleacher, in which state 1 lived many years at Great
Lever, near Bolton, where 1 employed about 140 men,
women, and children, and had generally about 40 ap-

. prentices. By this husiness, pursued with incessant

application, 1 had acquired, several years ago, pro-
perty to an amount sufficient to satisty any man of
moderate desires,

455. But, along with my money my children had
come and had gone on increasing to the number of nine.
New duties now arose, and demanded my best atten-
tion. It was mot sufficient that I was likely to have a
decent fortune for each child. I was bound to provide,
if possible, against my children heing stripped of what
1 had earned for them. I, therefore, looked seriously
at the sitnation of England ; and, I saw, that the in-
comes of my children were all anned (as my friend
Cobbett truly calls it)to pay the Debts of the Borough,
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or seat, owners, Isaw that, of whatever I might be able .
to give to my children, as well as of what they might
be able to earn, more than one half would be taken
away to feed pemmneﬂ Lords and Ladies, Soldiers to
shoot at us, Parsons to persecute us, and Fundholders,
~who had lent their money to be applied to purposes of
enslaving us. This view of the matter was sufficient
to induce the father of nine children to think of the
means of rescuing them from the consequences, which
common sense taught him to apprehend. But, there
were other considerations, which operated with me in
producing my emigration to America.

456. In the year 1811 and 1812 the part of the coun-

ltry, in which I lived, was placed under a mew sort of

law ; or, in other wards it was placed out of the pro-
tectmn of the old law of the land. Men were seized,

agged to prison, treated like conviets, many trans-

rted and put to death, without having committed an)

Ii?u whlch the law of the land deems a erime. It
was then that the inftamous Spy-System was again set
to work in Lancashire, in which horrid system Frercner
of Bolton was one of the principal actors, or, rather,

organizers and promoters. At this time I endeavoured
to detect the machinations of these dealers in human

blood ; and, I narrowly escaped hemﬁasacnﬁced my=

self on the testimony of two men, who had their pardon
offered them on condition of their swearing against me.
The men refused, and were transported, Iea:vmg wives
and children to starve.

457. Upon this occasion, my friend Docror f[‘u.?-
ror, most humanely, and with his usual zeal and talent,
laboured to counteract the works of Frercmer and
his associates. The Docror published a pamphlet on the

subject, in 1812, which every Englishman should read.

I, as far as I was able, co-operated with him. We
went to London, laid the real facts before several mem=
hers of the two houses of Parliament; and, in some
degree, checked the progress of the dealers in blood.
I had an interview with Lord Holland, and told him,
that, if he would ed himself to cause the secrot-
‘service money to in London, I would pl
myself for the keepmg oeFthe peace in hnﬁa.sh:re.
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short, it was necessary, in order to support the tyranny
of the seat-sellers, that terror should prevail in the po-
pulous districts. Bloed was wanted to flow; and mo-
ey was given to spies to tempt men into what the new
m had made crimes.
. 458. From this time I resolved not to leave my chil-
dren in such a state of things, unless I should be taken
‘off very suddenly. I saw no hope of obtaining ¢ Re-
Jorm of the Parliament, without which it was clear to
me, that the people of England must continue to work
solely for the henefit of the great insolent families, whom
I hated for their injustice and rapacity, and despised for
their meanness and ignorance. I saw, in them, a mass
of debauched and worthless beings, having at their
command an army to compel the people to ‘surrender
to them the fruits of their industry ; and, in addition, a
body existing under the garb of religion, almost as
despicable in point of character, and still more malig-
459. 1 could not have died in peace, leaving my
children the slaves of such a set of beings ; and, 1 could
- not live in peace, knowing that, at any hour, I might
die and so leave my family. Therefore 1 resolved, like
the Lark in the fable, to remove my brood, which was
still more numerous than that of the Lark. While the
war was going on between England and America, I
could not come to this country. Besides, I had great
affairs to arrange. In 1816, having made my prepa-
rations, I set off, not with my family; for, that I did
not think a prudent step. It was necessary for me to
see what America really was. I, therefore, came for
that purpose. ; ‘

460. 1 was well pleased with America, over a con-
siderable part of which I travelled. I saw an absence
of human misery. Isaw a government taking away
a very, very small portion of men’s earnings. I saw
“ease and happiness and a fearless utterance of thot
every where prevail. - I saw laws like those of the old
laws-of England, every where obeyed with cheerfulness
and held in veneration. I heard of no mobs, no riets,
no spies, no transportings, no hangings. I saw those
very drisk; to keep whom in order, such murderous
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laws exist in Ireland, here good, peaceable, mdustria

citizens. 1 saw no placemen and pensioners, riding
the people under foot. I saw no greedy Priesthood.
fattening on the fruits of labour in which they had never|

rticipated, and which fruits they seized in despite o
‘B:e people. I saw a Debt, indeed, but then, it was sox
insignificant a_thing ; and, besides, it had been con-.
tracted for the people’s use, and not for that of a set of)
tyrants, who had used the money to the injury of)
the people. In short, I saw a state of things, preciselyy
the reverse of that in England, and very nearly what)
it would be in England, if the Parliament were re-«
formed. ¥t

461. Therefore, in the Autumn of 1816, I returned
to England fully intending to return the next spring;
with my family and whatever I possessed of the fruitss
of my fabnurs, and to make America my country and |
the country of that family. Upon my return to Eng--
land, however, I found a great stir about Reform ; aﬁ, .
having, in their full force, all those feelings, which
make our native country dear to us, I said, at once, .
“ my desire is, not to change country or countrymen, ,
“ but to change slavery for freedom: give me freedom |
* here, and here I'll remain.” These are nearly the :
very words that I uttered to Mr. Cosperr, when first |
introduced to him, in December, 1816, by that excel- -
lent man, Masor Carrwricnr. Nor was I unwilling -
to labour myself in>the cause of Reform. I was one
of those very -Delegates, of whom the Borough-tyrants
said so many falsehoods, and whom S Francis Bur-
perr 50 shamefully abandoned. 1In the meeting of '
Delegates, I thought we went too far in reposing con-
fidence in him: T spoke my opinion as to this. point :
and, in a very few days, I had the full proof of the
correctness of my opinion. I was present when Masor
Carrwrienr opened a letter from Siz Frawcis, which
had come from Leicestershire. 1 thought the kind-
hearted old Major would have dropped upon the floor ¥
1 shall never forget his looks as he read letter. If
the paultry Burdett had a hundred lives, the taki 3
them all away would not atone for the pain he that day
gave to Major Cartwright, not to mention the pain
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‘given to others, and the injury done to the cause. For
&7 part, I was not much disappointed. I had no opi-
nion of Sir Francis Burdett’s Eeing sound. He seem-
“éd to me too much attached to his own importance to
do the people any real service. He is an aristocrat ;
and that is enough for me. It is folly to suppose, that
such a man will ever be a real friend of the rights of
the people. T wish he were here a little while. He
‘would soon find his proper level; and that would not,
1 think, be very high. Mr. Huxt was very much

inst our confiding in Burperr; and he was per-
fectly right. T most sincerely hope, that my country-
men will finally destroy the tyrants who oppress them ;
but, I am very sure, that, gefnre they succeed in it,
they must cure themselves of the folly of depending for
assistance on the nobles or the half-nobles,

462. After witnessing this conduct in Burdett, T set
off home, and thought no more about effecting a Re-
form. The Aets that soon followed were, by me, look-
“ed wpon as matters of course. The tyranny could go -
on no longer under disquise. It was compelled to shew
its naked face ; but, it is now, in reality, not worse than
it was before. 1t now does no more than rob the peo-

le, and that it did before, It kills more now out-right ;
“but, men may as well be shot, or stabbed or hanged, as
starved to death,
463, During the Spring and the early part of the
‘Summer, of 1817, I made preparations for the depar-
ture of myself and family, and when all was ready, I
‘bid an everlasting adien to Boroughmongers, Sinecure
lacemen and placewomen, pensioned Lords and La-
ies, Standing Armies in time of peace, and (rejoice,
oh! my children!) to a hireling, tithe-devouring P]riEst-
hood. We arrived safe and all in good health, and
‘which health has never been impaired by the climate.
“We are in a state of ease, safety, plenty ; and how can
‘we help being as happy as people can be? The more
1 see of my adopted country, the more gratitude do.
I feel towards it for affording me and my numerous
~offspring protection from the tyrants of my native coun-
irgo l’.'[ll‘iem I should have been in constant anxiety
~about my family, Here I am in none at all. Here
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am in fear of no spies, no false witnesses, no blood-
men. Here no fines, irons, or gallowses await me,
me think or say what I will about the government, Here.
I have to pay no {y‘epp]e to be ready to shoot at mﬁ, or
run me tEmugh the body, or chop me down. Here
no vile Priest can rob me and mock me in the sames
breath. _ . |
464. In the year 1816 my travelling in America was
confined to the Atlantic States. I there saw enough to )
determine the question of emigration or no emigration, .
But, a spot to settle on myself was another ma 4 i
for, though I do not know, that T shall meddle with any 1
sort of trade, or occupation, in the view of getting mo- -
ney, I ought to look abeut me, and to consider,soberly |
as to a spot to seftle on with so large a family, It!
was right, therefore, for me to see the Western Couns -
tries. 1 have done this; ancf the particulars, which |
I thought worthy my notice, I noted down in a Journal,
This .ﬁmrn&l I now submit to the public. My chief
motive in the publication is to endeavour to convey -
useful information, and es ially to those persons,
who may be disposed to follow my example, and to
- withdraw their families and. fortunes from beneath the
hoofs of the tyrants of England. rg o
465. 1 have not the vanity to suppose myself em
nently qualified for any thing beyond my own profes-
sion; but I have been an attentive observer: I have
raised a considerable fortune by my own industry and
economy ; I have, all my life long, studied the matters
connected with agriculture, trade, and manufactures.
I had a desire to acquire an accurate knowledge of the
Western Countries, and what I did acquire I have en-
deayoured to communicate to others. It was not my
object to give flowery descriptions. 1 leave that to
poets and painters, Neither have I attempted any ge-
neral estimate of the means or manner of living, or
getting money, in the West, But, 1 have contented
myself with merely noting down the facts that struck
me; and from those facts the reader must draw his con-
-clusions, it ) . .
466. In one respeet I am a proper persofi to give
an account of the Western Countries. lpl:tav_e no lands
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tthere: I have no interest there : I have nothing to war
- my judgment in favour of those countries: and yet, 'I)
have as little in the Atlantic States to warp my judg-
mﬁ in their fayour. I am perfectly impartial in my
ings, and am, therefore, likely to be impartial in my
aords My good wishes extend to the utmost boundary
of my adopted country. Every particular part of it'is
_as dear to me as every other particular part, =~
. 467. 1 have recommended most strenuously the en-
-couraging and promoting of Domestic Manufucture ;
‘not because I mean to be engaged in any such coneern
myself; for it is by no means likely that I ever shall ;
but, because I think that such encouragement and pro-
‘motion would be greatly beneficial to America, and
because it would provide a happy Asylum for my
native, oppressed, and distressed countrymen, who have
been employed all the days of their lives in manufac-
h;reﬁ in England, where the principal part of the
immense profits of their labour is consumed by the
orough tyrants and. their friends, and expended for
the vile purpose of perpetuating a system of plunder
and despotisin at home, and all over the world, |

468 -.%eﬁ:gra I conclude this Introduction, T must
observe, that I see. with great pain, and with some de-

ee of shame, the behaviour of some persons from

gland, who appear to think that they give proof of
their Eﬁﬁ ‘breeding by repaying civility, kindness, and
hospitality, with repreach and insolence.  However,
these persons are despised. They produce very litile
impression here ; and, though the accounts they send to
England, may be believed by some, they will have lit-
tle effect on persons of sense and virtue. Truth will
make its way ; and it is, thank God, now making its
way with great rapidity.

469. 1 could mention numerous instances of English-
men, coming to this country with hardly a dollar in their
pocket, and arriving at a state of ease and plenty and
even riches in a few years; and I explicitly declare,
that I have never known or heard of, an instance of
one common labourer who, with common industry and
economy, did not greatly better his lot. Indeed, how
can it otherwise be, when the average wages of agri-

h
i o=
8 o,
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cultural labour is double what it is in England, anc
when the average price of food is not more than h
what it is in that country ? These two facts, undeniab
as they are, are quite sufficient to satisfy any man o1
sound mind.

470. As to the manners of the people, they are pres
cisely to my taste: unostentatious and simple, Gooq
sense I find every where, and never affectation. Kindl
ness, hospitality and never-failing civility, I have
travelled more than fous thousand miles about thili
country ; and I have never met with one single insolens
or rude native American. g

471. 1 trouble myself very little about the parts
politics of the country. These contests are the naturas
offspring of freedom ; and, they tend to perpetuate tha
which produces them. 1 look at the people as a whole :
and I love them and feel Eatgful to them for having
given the world a practical proof, that peace, socias
order, and general happiness can be secured, and bes|
secured, without Monarchs, Dukes, Counts, Baronets,
and Knights. T have no unfriendly feeling toward
any Religious Society. I wish well to every membes
of every such Society; but, I love the Quakers, an
feel grateful towards them, for having proved to t
world, that all the virtues, public as well as privates
flourish most and bring forth the fairest fruits when uns
incumbered with those noxious weeds, hireling priests.

THOMAS HULME.



[ 261 ]

THE JOURNAL.

5 472. PITTSRURGH, June 3—Arrived here with
a friend as travelling companion, by the mail stage from
Philadelphia, after a journey of six days ; having set
out on the 28th May. We were much pleased with the
face of the country, the greatest part of which was new
to me. The route, as far as Lancaster, lay through a
rich and fertile country, well cultivated by good, settled
proprietors ; theroad excellent : smooth as the smoothest
in England, and hard as those made by the cruel
corvées in France. The country finer, but the road not
S,_:a}s so good, all the way from Lancaster, by Little
York, to éhambersburgh; after which it changes for
mountains and poverty, except in timber. Chambers-
burgh is situated on the North West side of that fine
valley which lies between the South and North Moun-
tains, and which extends from beyond the North East
boundary of Pennsylvania to nearly the South West
extremity of North Carolina, and which has limestone
for its bottom and rich and fertile soil, and beauty upon
the face of it, from one end to the other. The ri ges
of mountains called the Allegany, and forming the
highest land in North America between the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, begin here and extend across our route _
nearly 100 miles, or rather, three days, for it was no less

than half the journey to travel over them ; they rise one
above the other as we proceed Westward, till we reach
the Allegany, the last and most lofty of all, from which
we have a view to the West farther than the eye can
carry. I can say nothing in commendation of the road
over these mountains, but T must admire the drivers,
and their excellent horses. The road is every thi

that is bad, but the skill of the drivers, and the w
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constructed vehicles, and the capital old English horses,,
overcome every thing. We were rather singularly fur-‘-l-
tunate in not breaking down or upsetting ; I certainly)
should not have been surprized if the whole thing, horsesy
and all, had gone off the road and been dashed toi
ieces. A new road is making, however, and when 4
at is completed, the journey will be shorter in point||
of time, just one half. A fine even country we get into(
immediately on descending the Allegany, with veryy
little appearance of unevenness or of barrenness all the
way to Pittsburgh ; the evidence of good land in the
crops, and the country beautified by a various mixture
of woods and fields. : : R =l
473. Very good accommodations for travellers the
whole of the way. 'The stage stops to breakfast and to
dine, and sleeps where it sups. They literally feasted
us every where, at every meal, with venison and 'gmﬁ
- meat of all sorts: every thing in profusion. In one!
point, however, I must make an exception, with regard |
to some houses: at night I was surprized, in taverns so |
well kept in other respects, to find bugs in the beds!
I am sorry to say I observed (or, rather, felt,) this too
often. A{WI ys good eating and drinking, but not al- -
ways good sleeping. L
474, June 4th and 5th.—Took a view of Pittsburgh. .
1t is situated between the mouths of the rivers Allegany '
and Monongahela, at the point where they meet and !
in the Ohio, and is laid out in a triangular form, so »
that two sides of it lie contiguous to the water. Called |
upon Mr. Bakewell, to whom we were introduced hy *
letter, and who very obligingly satisfied our curiosity to
see every thing of importance. After showing us through i
his extensive and well conducted glass works, he rowed |
us across the Monongahela to see the mines from wl;i:#k
the fine coals we had seen burning were brought. These !
coals are taken out from the side of a steep hill, very -
near ‘to the river, and brought from thence and laid '
down in any part of the town for 7 cents the bushel,
weighing, perhaps, 801bs. Better coals I never saw.
A bridge is now building over the river, by which thgpg i
will most probably be brought still cheaper. o
475, TEis place surpasses even my expectationﬁ"t




Part 111.] JoUrNAL. 263

both in natural resources and in extent of manufactyres,
Here are the materials for every species of manufac.
ture, nearly, and of excellent quality and in profusion ;
and these means have been taken ac{vanla.%e of by skil-
ful and industrious artizans and mechanies from all parts
of the world. There is scarcely a denomination of
manufacture or manual profession that is not carried on
to a great extent, and, as far as 1 have been able to ex-
amine, in the best manner. The manufacture of iron
in all the different branches, and the mills of all sorts,
which I examined with the most attention, are admirable.

476. Price of flour, from 4 to 5 dollars a barrel ;

butter 14 cents per lb.; other provisions in proportion
and mechanic’s and good labourer’s wages 1 tf::ﬂla.r, and
ship-builder’s 1 dollar and a half, a day.
- 477, June 6th.—Leave Pittsburgh, and set out in a
thing called an ark, which we buy for the purpose,
down the Ohio. We have, besides, a small skiff, to
tow the ark and go ashore occasionally. This ark,
which would stow away eight persons, close packed, is
a thing by no means pleasant io travel in, especially at
might. It is strong at bottom, but may be compared to
an orange-box, bowed over at top, and’so badly made as
to admit a boy’s hand to steal the oranges : it is proof
against the river, but not against the rain.

478. Just on going to push off the wharf, an English
officer stepped on board of us, with all the curiosity ima-
ginable. I at oncetook him for a spy hired to way-lay
_Evellers; He began a talk about the Western Coun-

ries, anxiously assuring us that we need mnot hope to
meet with sucg a thing as a respectable person, travel
where we would. I told him I hoped in God I should
see 1o spy or informer, whether in plain clothes or regi-
mentals, and that of one thing I was certain, at any
rate : that I should find no Sinecure placeman or pen-
sioner in the Western country, :

~ 479. The Ohio, at its commencement, is about 600
yards broad, and continues running with nearly parallel
sides, taking two or three different directions in it
course, for about 200 miles. There is a curious con-
trast between the waters which form this river : that of

the Allegany is clear and transparent, that of the Mo-
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nongahela thick and muddy, and it is not for a conside- -
rable distance that they entirely mingle. The sides ﬂ'#
the river are beautiful; there are always rich bottom |
lands upon the banks, which are steep and pretty high, ,
varying in width from a few yards to a mile, and skirted !
witl{ steep hills varying also in height, overhanging with
fine timber. |
480. June Tth—Floating down the Ohio, at the ratey
‘of four miles an hour. Lightning, thunder, rain and |
hail pelting in upon us. The hail-stones as large asy
English hazel-nuts. Stop at Steubenville all night. A}
nitﬁl place; has more stores than taverns, which is a4
_good sign. | i
9 481, June 8th.—Came to Wheeling at about 12
o'clock. Itis a handsome place, and of considerables
note. Stopped about an hour. Found flour to be about!
4 to 5 dollars a barrel ; fresh beef 4 to 6 cents per lb.,,
and other things (the produce of the country) about thes
same proportion. Labourers’ wages, 1 dollar a day.:
Fine coals here, and at St&uhmvﬁ. :
482. June 9ith.—Two fine young men join us, one as
carpenter and the other a saddler, from Washington, inx
a skiff that they have bought at Pittsburgh, and in whichi
they are taking a journey of about 700 miles down they
river. We allow them to tie their skiff to our ark, fory
which they very cheerfully assist us. Much diverted tox
see the nimbleness with which they go on shore some-
times with their rifles to shoot pigeons and squirrels.s
‘The whole expenses of these two young men in floatingy
the 700 miles, will be but 7 dollars each, including skiff¥
and every thing else. ”
483. This day pass Marietta, a good looking towns
at the mouth of the Muskingham River. It is, how=
ever, like many other towns on the Ohio, built on toox
low ground, and is subject to inundations. Here I ob~
serve a contrivance of great ingenuity. There is ai
strong rope put across the mouth of the river, opposite
the town, fastened to trees or large posts on each side;
upon this rope runs a pulley or block, to which is at-
tached a rope, and to the rope a ferry-boat, which, b
moving the helm first one way and then the other, is
~propelled by the force of the water across the river|
ackwards or forwards. W
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484. June 10th.—Pass several fine coal i nes, which,
like those at Pittshur h, Steubenville, Wheeling and
other places, are not a%uve 50 yards from the river and
are upwards of 10 yards above high water. The river
now becomes more winding than we have hitherto found
it. It is sometimes so serpentine that it appears before
and behind like a continuation of lakes, and the hills
on its banks seem to be the separations.  Altogether,
nothing can he more beautiful, :
485, June 11th.—A very hot day, but I could not'
discover the degree of heat.” Op going along we bought
two Perch, weighing about 8 Ibs. each, for 25 cents, of
a boy who was fishing.  Fish of this sort will sometimes
- weigh 30 Ibs. each, |
 486. June 12th.—Pass Portsmouth, at the mouth of
the Scioto River. A sort of village, containing a hun-
dred or two of houses. Not worthy of any particular
remark,
487, June 18th.—Arrived at Cincinnati about mid-
night. Tied our ark to a large log at the side of the
river, and went to sleep. Before morning, however, the
astening broke, and, if it had not been for a watchful
back-woodsman whom we had taken on hoard some
distance up the river, we might have floated ten or fif-
teen miles without knowing it. This back-woodsman,
besides being of much service to us, has been a very en-
tertaining companion. He says he has been in this
country forty years, but that he is an Englishman, and
was bred in Sherwood Torest (he could not have come
from a better nursery). ~ All his adventures he detailed
to us very minutely, but dwelt with particular warmth
upon one he had had with a priest, lately, who, to spite
him for preaching, brought an action against him, but
was cast and had to pay costs. :
®488. June 14th and 15th—Called upon Doctor
Drake and upona Mr. Bosson, to whom we had letters, -
gentlemen shewed us the greatest civility, and
treated us with a sort of kindness which must haye
changed the opinion even of the English officer whom
we saw at Pittsburgh, had he been with us, I could
tell that dirty hireling scout, that even in this short space
of time, I have had the ple;_sufe to meet many gentle.



266 JourNAL. [Part [11. .

men, very well informed, and possessing t knows= .
ledge as to their own cnunﬂ, evincing public spirit in
all their actions, and hospitality and kindnessin a their -
demeanour ; but, if they be pensioners, male or female, ,
or sinecure place lords or ladies, L have yet come across, ,
thank God, no respectable people. |

489. Cincinnati is a very fine town, and elegantly
(not only in the American acceptation of the word) |
situated on the banks of the river, nearly opposite toi
Licking Creek, which runs out of Kentucky, and is a
stream of considerable importance. The countr round
the town is beautiful, and the soil rich ; the fields in its
immediate vicinity bear principally grass, and clover oli
different sorts, the fragrant smell of which perfumes the
air, The town itself ranks next to Pittsburgh, of thed
towns on the Ohio, in point of manufactures, &

490. We sold our ark, and its produce formed a des
duction from our expenses, which, with that deduction,,.
amounted to 14 dollars each, including every thing, for:
the journey from Pittsburgh to this place, which 1s up~-
wards of 500 miles. I could not but remark the prices
of fuel here; 2 dollars a cord for Hickory ; a cord isy
8 feet 'B_y 4, and 4 deep, and the wood, the best in thes
world ; it burns much like green Ash, but gives mores
heat. This, which is of course the highest price fory
fuel in this part of the country, is only about a fifth ofi
what it is at Philadelphia. |

491. June lﬂth.——f,eft Cincinnati for Louisville with
seven other persons, in a skiff about 20 feet long and
5 feet wide. |
" 492. June 17th.—Stopped at VEvAY, a ver neaf
and beautiful place, about 70 miles above the alls oft
the Ohio, Our visit here was principally to see th
mode used, as well as what progress was made, in the
cultivation of the vine, and I had a double curiosity,
never having as yet seen a vi::j];arﬂ. These vineyar:
are cultivated entirely by a small settlement of Swiss, of
about a dozen families, who have been here about tem
years, They first settled on the Kentucky river, but
did not succeed there. They plant the vines in TOws,|
attached to stakes like espaliers, and they plough hﬂ
ween with a one-horse plough, The grapes, which ar

"Bl
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of the sorts of claret and madeira, look very fine and
luxuriant, and will be ripe in about the mid le of Sep-
tember. The soil and climate both appear to be quite
congenial to the growth of the vine : the former rich and
the ?alter warm. The north west wind, when it blows,
18 very cold, but the south, south east and south west
winds, which are always warm, are prevalent. The
~ heat, inthe middle of the summer, I understand, is very
t, being generally above 85 degrees, and sometimes
above 100 degrees. “Each of these families has a farm
as well as a vineyard, so that they supply themselves
with almost every necessary and have their wine all
clear profit. Their produce will this year be probably
not less than 5000 gallons; we bought 2 galluns of it
at a dollar each, as good as I would wish to. drink.
Thus it is that the tiyrants of Europe create vineyards
in this new country I |
_493. June 18th.—Arrived at Louisville, Kentucky.
€ town is situated at the commencement of the f; 8,
or rapids of the Ohio. The river, at this place, is little
less than a mile wide, and the falls continue from a ledge
of rocks which runs across the river in a sloping direc-
tion at this part, to Shippingport, about 2 miles lower
~down. Perceiving stagnant waters about the town, and
an_appearance of the house that we sto ped at being
infested with bugs, we resolved not to ma e any stay at
ﬁ]uisviﬂe, but got into our skiff and floated down ' the
s to Shippingport. We found it very rough floating,
not to say dangerous. The river of very unequal
widths and full of islands and rocks along this short
distance, and the current very rapid, though the descent
Is not more than 22 feet. At certain times of the year
the water rises so that there is no fall ; large boats can

s.
| _49}4]?3&1; Shippingport, stopged- at the house of Mr.
Berthoud, a very respectable French gentleman, from
whom we received the greatest civility during our stay,
which was two nights and the day intervening.

495. Shippingport is situated at a place nF very great
importance, being the uEFer extremity of that part of
he river which is navigable for heavy steam-boats, All

he goods coming from the ﬁ_:nuntry are re-shipped, and
' : 2
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every thing going to it is un-shipped, here. Mr. Ber-
thoud has the store in which the articles exporting or
importing are lodged : and is, indeed, a great shipper,
though at a thousand miles from the sea.

496. June 20th.—Left the good and comfortable
house of Mr. Berthoud, very much pleased with him
and his amiable wife and family, though 1 differed with
him a little in politics. Having been taught at church,
when a boy, that the Pope was the whore of Babylon,
that the Bourbons were tyrants, and that the Priests
and privileged orders of France were impostors and
petty tyrants under them, I could not agree with him
in applauding the Boroughmongers of England for re-
subjugating the people of France, and restoring the
Bourbons, the Pope, and the Inquisition.

497. Stop at New Albany, 2 miles below Shipping-
port, till the evening. A Mr. Paxton, 1 am told, is
" the proprietor of a great Enrt of the town, and has the

grist and saw-miils, which are worked by steam, and
the ferry across the river. Leave this place in company
with a couple of young men from the western part of the
state of New York, who are on their way to Tennessee
in a small ferry-boat. Their whole journey will, pro-
bably, be about 1,500 miles.

498. June 21st—Floating down the river, without

any thing in particular occurring.

499. June 22nd.—Saw a Mr. Johnstone and his wife
reaping wheat on the side of the river. They told us
they had come to this spot last year, direct from Man-
chester, Old England, and had bought their little farm
of 55 acres of a back-woodsman who had cleared it,
and was glad to move further westward, for 3 dollars an
acre. They had a fine flock of little children, and pigs
and poultry, and were cheerful and happy, being con-
fident that their industry and economy would not be
frustrated by visits for tithes or taxes.

500. June 28rd.—See great quantities of turkey-
buzzards and thousands of pigeons. Came to Pigeon
Creek, about 280 miles below the Falls, and stopped
for the night at Evansville, a town of nine months o
near the mouth of it. 'We are now frequently met and
passed by large, fine steam-boats, plying up and down

]
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the river. One went by us as we arrived here which |
had left Shippingport only the evening before. They
go down the river at the rate of 10 miles an hour, and
charge passengers 6 cents a mile, boarding and lodging
included. The price is great, but the time is short.

. 501, June 24th.—Left Evansville. This little place
is rapidly increasing, and promises to be a town of
considerable trade. It is situated at a spot which
seems likely to become a port for shipping to Prince-
ton and a pretty large district of Indiana. I find that
the land speculators have made entry of the most
eligible tracts of land, which will impede the partial,
though mnot the final, progress of population and im-
provement in this part of the state.

502. On our way to Princeton, we see large flocks
of fine wild turkeys, and whole herds of pigs, appa-
rently very fat. The pigs are wild also, %ut have
become so from neglect.  Some of the inhabitants, who
prefer sport to work, live by shooting these wild turkeys
and pigs, and indeed, sometimes, 1 understand, they
shoot ‘and carry off those of their neighbours before
they are wild.

- 503, June 25th.— Arrived at Princeton, Indiana,
about twenty miles from the river. I was sorry to see
very little doing in this town. They cannot all keep
stores and taverns! One of the storekeepers told me
he does not sell more than ten thousand dollars value
per annum : he ought, then, to manufacture something
and not spend nine tenths of his time in lolling with a
segar in l?is mouth.

- 504. June 26th. At Princeton, endeavouring to pur-
chase horses, as we had now gone far enough down the
Ohio.  'While waiting in our tavern, two men called in
armed with rifles; and made enquiries for some horses
they suspected to be stolen. They told us they had
been almost all the way from Albany, to Shawnee
town after them, a distance of about 150 miles. I
asked them how they would be able to secure the
thieves, if they overtook them, in these wild woods ;
“0,” said they, * shoot them off the horses.” This
‘is a summary mode of executing justice, thought 1,
‘though probably the most effectual, and, indeed, only
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one in this state of society. A thief very rarely escapes
here ; not nearly so often as in more populous districts,
The fact was, in this case, however, we discovered
afterwards, that the horses had strayed away, and had |
returned home by this time. But, if they had been
stolen, the stealers would not have escaped. When the
loser is tired, another will take up the pursuit, and the
whole country is up in arms till he is found.

505. June 27th.—Still at Princeton. At last we
get suited with horses. Mine costs me only 135 dol-
lars with the bridle and saddle, and that I am told is
18 dollars too much. ' .

506. June 28th.—Left Princeton, and set out to see ||
Mr. Birkbeck’s settlement, in Illinois, about 35 miles
from Princeton. Before we got to the Wabash we
had to cross a swamp of halt a mile wide; we were
obliged to lead our horses, and walk up to the knees
in mud and water. Before we got half across we be-

an to think of going back; but, there is a sound
ttom under it all, and we waded through it as well as
we could. It is, in fact, nothing but a bed of very
soft and rich land, and only wants draining to be made
productive, We soon after came to the banks of the
great Wabash, which is here about half a mile broad,
and as the ferry-hoat was crossing over with us I amused
myself by washing my dirty boots. Before we mounted
ain we happened to meet with a neighbour of
ﬁr. Birkbeck’s, who was returning home; we accoms
panied him, and soon entered into the prairie -landsi]::g
to our horses’ bellies in fine grass, These prairies, whi
are surrounded with lofty woods, put me in mind of
immense noblemen’s parks in England. Some of those
we passed over are called wet prairies, but, they are
dry at this time of the year; and, as they are none of
them flat, they need but very simple draining to
carry off the water all the year round. Our horses
were very much tormented with flies, some as large as
the English horse-fly and some as large as the wasp;
these flies infest the prairies that are unimproved about
three months in the year, but go away altogether as
soon as cultivation begins. N ° 1
507, Mr. Birkbeck’s se¢ttlement is situated betweem

5
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the two Wabashes, and is about ten miles from the:
nearest navigable water ; we arrived there about sun-
sef, and met with a welcome which amply repaid us
for our day’s toil. We found that gentleman with his
two sons perfectly healthy and in high spirits: his
daughters were at Henderson (a town in Kentucky, on
the Ohio) on a visit. At present his habitation is a
cabin, the building of which cost only 20 dollars; this
little hutch is near the spot where he is about to build
his house, which he intends to have in-the most eligible
situation in the prairie for convenience to fuel for
shelter in winter, as well as for breezes in summer,
and will, when that is completed, make one of its ap-

urtenances. 1 like this plan of keeping .the old log-

ouse ; it reminds the grand children and their chidren’s
c:ildren of what their ancestor has done for their
e,

508. Few settlers had as yet joined Mr. Birkbeck ;
that is to say, settlers likely to become * society ;” he
has labourers enough near him, either in his own houses
or on land of their own joining his estate. He was in
daily expectation of his friends Mr. Flower’s family,
however, with a large party besides; they had just
landed at Shawnee Town, about 20 miles distant.
Mr. Birkbeck imforms me he has made entry of a large,
-tract of land, lying, part of it, all the way from his
residence to the great Wabash ; this he will re-sell again
in lots to any of his friends, they taking as much of it
and wherever they choose (provided it be no more than
they can cultivate), at an advance which I think very
fair and liberal.

509, The whole of his operations had been directed
hitherto (and wisely in my opinion) to building, fencing,
and other important preparations, He had done no-
thing in the cultivating way but make a good garden,
which supplies him with the only things that he cannot.
urchase, and, at present, perhaps, with more economy

he could grow them. He is within twenty miles
of Harmony, in Indiana, where he gets his flour and
all other necessaries (the produce of the country) and
therefore employs himself much better in making barns
and houses and mills for the reception and disposal of
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L
kis crops, and fences to preserve them while growing,
before he grows them, than to get the crops first. 1|
have heard it observed that any American settler, even
without a dollar in his pocket, would have khad some-' |
thing growing by this time. Very true! I do not
question that at all; for, the very first care of a settler
without a dollar in his pocket is to get something to
eat, and, he would consequently set to work scratching
up the earth, fully confident that after a long summer- |
ing upon wild flesh (without salt, perhaps,) his own
belly would stand him for barn, if his jaws would not
for mill. But the case is very different with Mr.
Birkbeck, and at present he has need for no other
provision for winter but about a three hundredth part
of his fine grass turned into hay, which will keep his
necessary horses and cows : besides which he has no-
thing that eats but such pigs as live upon the waste,
and a couple of fine young deer (which would weigh,
they say, when full grown, 200 lbs. dead weight) that
his youngest son is rearing up as pets. ,

510. 1 very much admire Mr. Birkbeck’s mode of
fencing. He makes a ditch 4 feet wide at top, sloping
to 1 foot wide at bottom, and 4 feet deep. With the earth
that comes out of the ditch he makes a bank on one
side, which is turfed towards the ditch. Then a long
pole is put up from the bottom of the ditch to 2 feet .
above the bank ; this is crossed by a short pole from
the other side, and then a rail is laid along between the
forks. The banks were growing beautifully, and looked |
altogether very neat as well as formidable ; though a .
live hedge (ﬁz'lich he intends to have) instead of dead
poles and rails, upon top, would make the fence far
more effectnal as well as handsomer. I am always
surprised, until I reflect how universally and to what a .
degree, farming is neglected in this country, that this
mode of fencing is not adopted in cultivated districts,
especially where the land is wet, or lies low ; for, there |
it answers a double purpose, being as effectual a drain
as it is a fence. * |

511. I was rather disappointed, or sorry, at any
rate, not to find near Mr. Birkbeck’s any of the means
for machinery or of the materials for manufactures,
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such as the water-falls, and the minerals and mines, :
which are possessed in such abundance by the states
of Ohio and Kentucky, and by some parts of Penn-

Ivania. Some of these, however, he may yet find.
good water he has, at any rate. He showed me &
well 25 feet deep, bored partly through hard sub-
stances near the bottom, that was nearly overflowing
with water of excellent quality.

512, Ju% Ist.—Left Mr. Birkbeck’s for Harmony,
Indiana., The distance by the direct way is about 18
miles, but there is no road, as yet; indeed, it was
often with much difficulty that we could discover the
way at all.  After we had crossed the Wabash, which
we did at a place called Dayis’s Ferry, we hired a
man to conduct us some part of the way through the
woods. In about a mile he bronght us to a track,
which was marked out by slips of bark being stripped
~off the trees, once in about 40 yards ; he then left us,
and told us we could not mistake if we followod that
frack. 'We soon lost all appearance of the track,
however, and of the « blazing ” of the trees, as they
call it; but, as it was useless to go back again for
another guide, our only way was to keep straight on
in the same direction, bring us where it would. Having
o compass, this nearly cost us our sight, for it was
Just mid-day, and we had to gaze at the sun a long
time before we discovered what was our course. After
this we soon, to our great joy, found ourseives in a
large corn field ; rode round it, and came to J ohnson’s
Ferry, a place where a Bayou (Boyau) of the Wabash
is crusuetr. This Bayou is a run out of the main river,
round a flat portion of land, which is sometimes over-
flowed : it is part of the same river, and the land en.
compassed by it, an island, Crossed this ferry in a
canoe, and got a ferry-man to swim our horses after
us. Mounted again and followed a track which brog ht
us to Black River, which we forded without getting
wet, by holding our feet up. After crossing the river
we found a man who was kind enough to shew us
about half a mile through the woods, by which our
journey was shortened five or six miles.  He put us
into a direct track to Harmony, through lands as rich

N 5
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as a dung-hill, and covered with immense timber; we
thanked him, and pushed on our horses with eager
curiosity to see this far-famed Harmonist Society.
513. On coming within the ;I)]reeineta of the Harmo- |
nites we found ourselves at the side of the Wabash |
again; the river on our right hand, and their lands on |
our left. Our road now lay across a field of Indian
corn, of, at the very least, a mile in width, and border-
ing the town on the side we entered ; I wanted nothing
more than to behold this immense field of most beau- |
tiful corn to be at once convinced of all I had heard of |
the industry of this society of Germans,and I found,
on pmcgecﬁng a little farther, that the progress thex {
had made exceeded all my idea of it. 1
514. The town is methodically laid outin a situation |
well chosen in all respects; the houses are good and |
clean, and have, each one, a nice garden well stocked |
with all vegetables and tastily ornamented with flowers. |
1 observe that these people are very fond of flowers, |
by the bye; the cultivation of them, and musick, are !
their chief amusements. 1 am sorry to see this, as it|
is to me a strong symptom of simplicity and ignorance, |
if not a badge of their German slavery. Perhaps thes
ins they take with them is the cause of their flowerss
ﬂ;ng finer than any I have hitherto seen in ﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ
but, most probably, the climate here is more favour-:
able. Having refreshed ourselves at the Tavern,,
where we found every thing we wanted for ourselvess
and our horses, and all very clean and nice, besides:
many good things we did not expect, such as beer, por-:
ter, and even wine, all made within the Society, andf
very good indeed, we then went out to see the people
at their harvest, which was just begun. There were
150 men and women all reaping in the same field ob
wheat. A beautiful sight! The crop was very fine, and!
the field, extending to about two miles in length, and:
from half a mile to a mile in width, was all open to|
one view, the sun shining on it from the West, and the!
reapers advancing regularly over it. : i
515. At sun-set a%l the people came in, from the
 fields, work-shops, mills, manufactories, and from a
their labours, ~This being their evening for prayen
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duaring the week, the Church bell called them out again,
in about 15 minutes, to attend a lecture from their
High Priest and Law-giver, Mr. George Rapp. We'
went to hear the lecture, or, rather, to see the perform-
ance, for, it being all performed in German, we could
understand not a word. The people were all collected
in a twinkling, the men at one end of the Church and
the women at the other; it looked something like a
Quaker Meeting, except that there was not a single
little child in the place. Here they were kept by their
Pastor a couple of hours, after which they returned
home to bed. This is the quantum of Church-service
they perform during the week ; but on Sundays they
are in Church nearly the whole of the time from getting
up to going to bed. When it happens that Mr. Rapp
cannot attend, either by indisposition or other accident,
the Society still meet as usual, and the elders (certain
of the most trusty and discreet, whom the Pastor se-
lects as a sort of assistants in his divine commission)
converse on religious subjects.
. 516. Return to the Tavern to sleep; a good com-
fortable house, well kept by decent people, and the
master himself, who is very intelligent and nb!igin%, is
one of the very few at Harmony who can speak English.
Our beds were as good as those stretched upon by the
most highly pensioned and placed Boroughmongers, and
our sleep, I hope, much better than the tyrants ever get,
in spite of all their dungeons and gags. '
517. July 2nd.—Early in the morning, took a look
at the manufacturing establishment, accompanied by
our Tavern-keeper. 1 find great attention is paid to
this branch of their affairs. Their principle is, not to
be content with the profit upon the manual labour of
raising the article, but also to have the benefit of the
‘machine in El‘eparing it for use. 1 agree with them
perfectly, and only wish the subject was as well under-
stood over the United States as it is at Harmony.
tis to their skill in this way that they owe their great
-prosperity ; if they had been nothing Eut farmers, the
would be now at Harmony in Pennsylvania, poor cul-
tivators, getting a bare subsistence, instead of having
- doubled their property two or three times over, by
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which they have been able to move here and select one
of the choicest spots in the country. uive el O
518. Butin noting down the state of this Society,
as it now is, its origin should not be forgotten ; the cu-
rious history of it serves as an explanation to the jumble
of sense and absurdity in the association. I willlther&-
fore trace the Harmonist Society from its outset in
Germany to this place. . i
519. The Sect had its origin at Wurtemberg in Ger-
many, about 40 years ago,in the person of its present
Pastor and Master, George Rapp, who, by his own ac-
count, * having long seen and felt the gec]ine of the
¢« Church, found himself impelled to bear testimony to
¢ the fundamental principles of the Christian Reli-
“ gjon ; and, finding no toleration for his inspired doc~
¢ trines, or for those who adopted them, he determined
¢ with his followers to go to that part of the earth, where -
“ they were free to worship God according to the die-
“ tates of their conscience.” Inother words (I suppose),
he had long beheld ard experienced the slavery and |
misery of his country, and, feeling in his conscience :
that he was born more for a ruler than for a slave, found |
himself imperiously called upon to collect together a .
body of his poor countrymen and to lead them into a |
land of liberty and abundance. However, allowing :
him to have had no other than his professed views, he, ,
after he had got a considerable number of proselytes, ,
amounting to seven or eight hundred persons, among :
whom were a sufficiency of good labourers and artizans »
in al! the essential branches of workmanship and trade, .
besides farmers, he embodied them imto a Society, and |
then came himself to America (not trusting to Provi--
deuce to lead the way) to seek out the land destined |
for these chosen children. Having done so, and laid |
‘the plan for his route to the land of peace and Christian
love, with a foresight which shows him to have been by
‘no means unmindful to the temporal prosperity of the:
Society, he then landed his followers in separate bo-.
dies, and prudently led them in that order to a resti
lace within Pennsylvania, choosing rather to retar E
eir progress through the wilderness than to hazard|
‘the discontent that might arise from want and fatigue
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in traversing it at once. When they were all arrived,
Rapp constituted them into one body, having every
thing in common, and called the settlement Harmony.
This constitution he found authorised by the passage in
Acts, iv. 32, “ And the multitude of them that believed
‘“ were of one heart, and of one soul : neither said any
“ of them that aught of the things he possessed was his
“ own, but that they had all things common.” Bein
thus associated, the society went to work, early in 1805,
building houses and clearing lands, accurdJirng to the
order and regulations of their leader; but the commu-
nity of stock, or the regular discipline, or the restraints
which he had reduced them to, and which were essen-
tial to his project, soon began to thin his followers, and
principally, too, those of them who had brought most
substance into the society; they demanded back their
original portions and set out to seek the Lord by them-
selves. This falling off of the society, though it was
but small, comparatively, in point of numbers, was a
great reduction from their means; they had calculated
* what they should want to consume, and had laid the
rest out in land’; so that the remaining part were sub-
jected to great hardships and difficulties for the first
year or two of their settling, which was during the time
of their greatest labours. However, it was not lon
- before they began to reap the fruits of their toil, auﬁ
in the space of six or seven years their settlement be-
came a most flourishing colony. During that short
space of time they brought iuto cultivation 3,000 acres
of land (a third of their whole estate), reared a flock of
nearly 2,000 sheep, and planted hop-gardens, orchards,
and vineyards ; built barns and stables to house their
crops and their live stock, granaries to keep one year’s
produce of grain always m advance, houses to make
their cyder, beer, and wine in, and good brick or stone
- warehouses for their several species of goods; con-
structed distilleries, mills for grinding, sawing, making
oil, and, indeed, for every purpose, and machines for
manufacturing their various materials for clothing and
other uses ; they had, besides, a store for retailing Phi-
ladelphia goods to the country, and nearly 100 good
dwelling-houses of wood, a large stone-built tavern,
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and, as a proof of superabundance, a dwelling-house
and a meeting-house (alias the parsonage and church)
which they had neatly built of brick. And, besides
all these improvements within the society, they did a
t deal of business, principally in the way of ma-
nufacturing, for the people of the country. They
worked for them with their mills and machines, some
of which did nothing else, and their blacksmiths, tailors,
shoe-makers, &c. when not employed by themselves,
were constantly at work for their neighbours. Thus
this everlastingly-at-work band of emigrants increased
their stock before they quitted their first colony, to u
wards of two hundred thousand dollars, from, probably
not one fifth of that sum. What will not unceasin
erseverance accomplish? But, with judgment an
order to direct it, what in the world can stand against
it! - '
520. In comparing the state of this society as it now
iz with what it was in Pennsylvania, it is just the same
as to plan ; the temporal and spiritual affairs are ma-
naged inthe same way, and upon the same principles,
only both are more ﬂnurishiﬂg. Rapp has here brought
his "disciples into richer land, and into a situation bet-
ter in every respect, both for carrying on their trade,
and for keeping to their faith ; their vast extent of land
is, they say, four feet deep of rich mould, nearly the
whole of it, and it lies along the banks of a fine na-
vigable river on one side, while the possibility of much
interruption from other classes of Christians is effec-
tually guarded against by an endless barricado of
s on the other side. Bringing the means and ex-
perience acquired at their first esta%ﬂishment, they have
of course gone on improving and increasing (not in
opulation) at a much greater rate. One of their
gealest ‘improvements, they tell me, is the working of
eir mills and manufacturing machines by steam;
they feel the advantage of this more and more every
year. They are now preparing to build a steam-boat ;
this is to be employed in their traffick with New Or-

-4

" * A more detailed account of this society, up to the year
1811, will be found in Mr. Mellish’s Travels, vol. 2.
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leans, carrying their own surplus produce and return-
ing with tea, coffee, and other commodities for their
own consumption, and to retail to the people of the
country. I Eelieve they advance, too, in the way of
ornaments and superfluities, for the dwelling-house
they have now built their pastor, more resembles a
Bishop’s Palace than what I should figure to myself as
the humble abode of a teacher of the * fundamental
principles of the Christian Religion.”

521. The government of this society is by bands,
each consisting of a distinct trade or calling. They
have a foreman to each band, who rules it under the
general direction of the society, the law-givinE power
of which is in the High Priest. He cannot, however
make laws without the consent of the parties. The
manufacturing establishment, and the mercantile af-
fairs and puE]ic- accounts are all managed by one
E‘Eraon: he, 1 believe, is one of the sons of Rapp.

hey have a bank, where a separate accountis kept
for each person; if any one puts in money, or has put
in money, he may on certain conditions as to time,
take it out again. They labour and possess in com-
mon ; that is to say, except where it is not practicable
or is immaterial, as with their houses, gardens, cows
and, poultry, which they have to themselves, each fa-
mily. They also retain what -pmpert&y each may bring
on joining the concern, and he may demand it in case
of leaving the society, but without interest.

522. Here is certainly a wonderful example of the
effects of skill, industry, and force combined. This con-
gregation of far-seeing, ingenious, crafty, and bold, and
of ignorant, simple, superstitious, and obedient, Ger-
mans, has shown what may be done. But, their ex-
ample, I believe, will generally only tend to confirm
this free people in their suspicion that labour is con-
comitant to slavery or ignorance. Instead of their im-
provements, and their success and prosperity altoge-
- ther, preducing admiration, if mnot envy, they have a
social dicipline, the thought of which reduces these
feelings to ridicule and contempt : that is to say, with-
! ?egarﬁﬂ to the mass ; with respect to their leaders, one’s

feelings are apt to be stronger. A fundamental of
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their religious creed (* restraining clause,” a Chan-
cery Lawyer would call it) requires restrictions on *
the propagation of the species; it orders such regula-
tions as are necessary to prevent children coming but
once in a certain number of years; and this matter
is so arranged that, when they come, they come in
little flocks, all within the same month, perhaps, like
a farmer’s lambs. The Law-giver here made a fa-
mously “ restraining statute” upon the law of nature!
This way of expounding law seems to be a main point
of his policy ; he by this means keeps his associates
from increasing to an unruly number within, while
more are sure not to come in from without; and, I
really am afraid he will go a good way towards se- -
curing a monopoly of many great improvements in agri-
culture, both as to principle and method.. People see
the fine fields of the Harmonites, but, the prospect
comes damped with the idea of bondage and celibacy.
It is a curious society: was ever one heard of before
that did not wish to increase! This smells strong of
licy; some distinct view in the leaders, no doubt.
ho would be surprised if we were to see a still more
eurious society by and bye? A Society Sole! very far
from impmhﬂﬂle, if the sons of Rapp (for he has chil-
dren, nevertheless, as well as Parson Malthus) and the
Elders were to die, it not being likely that they will
renounce or forfeit their right to the common stock. We
should then have societies as well as corporations
vested in one person! That would be quite a novel
kind of benefice! but, not the less fat. 1 question
whether the associated person of Mr. Rapp would not
be in possession of as fine a domain and as many good
things as the incorporated person of an Archbishop:
nay, he would rival the Pope! But, to my journal.
523. Arrive at Princeton in the evening; a- ﬁwﬂ
part of our road lay over the fine lands of the Har-
monites. [ understand, by the bye, that the title deeds
to these lands are taken in the name of Rapp and o
his associates. Poor associates: if they do but rebel!
Find the same store-keepers and tavern-keepers in
the same attitudes that we left them in the other day.
Their legs only a little higher than their heads, and




Part I11.] JourNaL. 281

in their mouths; a fine position for business!
It puts my friend in mind of the Roman posture in
dining.

5‘3%. July 3rd—At Princeton all day. This is a
gretty considerable place ; very good as to buildings;

ut, is too much inland to be a town of any conse-

uencé until the inhabitants do that at home which
they employ merchants and foreign manufacturers to
do for them. Pay 1 dollar for a set of old shoes to my
horse, half the price of new ones.

525. July 4th.—Leave Princeton; in the evening,
reach a place very appropriately called Mud-holes,
after riding 46 miles over lands in general very good
but very little cultivated, and that little very badly ;
the latter part of the journey in company with a
' Mr. Jones from Kentucky. Nature is the agriculturist
here ; speculation instead of cultivation, is the order
of the day amongst men. We feel the ill effects of
this in the difficulty of getting oats for our horses. How-
ever, the evil is unavoidable, if it really can be called
an evil. As well might I grumble that farmers have
not taken possession as complain that men of capital
have. Lahour is the thing wanted, but, to have that,
money must come first. This Mud-holes was a sort
of fort, not 4 years ago, for guarding against the In-
dians, who then committed great depredations, killing
whole families often, men, women and children. How
changeable are the affairs of this world! I have not
met with a single Indian in the whole course of my
route.

526. July 5th-—Come to Judge Chambers’s, a good
tavern; 35 miles. ©On our way, pass French Lick, a
strong spring of water impregnated with salt and sul-
phur, and called Lick from its being resorted to b
cattle for the salt; close by this spring is another stiil
larger, of fine clear lime-stone water, running fast -
enough to turn a mill. Some of the trees near the
Judge’s exhibit a curious: spectacle; a large piece of
wood appears totally dead, all the leaves brown and
the branches broken, from being roosted mpon lately
by an enormous multitude of pigeons. A novel sight
for us, unaccustomed to the abundance of the back-
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woods | No tavern but this, nor house of any descnfn..
tion, within many miles. (|

527. July 6th.—Leave the J ud%e s, still in company
with Mr. Jones. Ride 25 miles to breakfast, not sooner |
finding feed for our horses ; this was at the dirty log-
house of Mr. who has a large farm, with a grist-
mill on it, and keeps his yard and stables ancle deep in
mud and water. 1f this were not one of the healthiest
climates in the world, he and his family must have died, |
in all this filth. About 13 miles furthtar, come to New
Albany, where we stop at Mr. Jenkins’s, the best tavern
we have found in Indiana, that at Harmony excepted. .

528. July Tth—Resting at New Albany. We were |
amused by g&aﬂng a Quaker—lady preach to the natives..
Her first words were *‘ all the nations of the earth are:
of one blood.” * So,” said I to myself, ** this question,

“ which has so long perplexed philosophers, divines: |
“ and physicians, is now set at rest!” She prm‘:eeded.
to vent her rage with great vehemence against hirel 05125
priests and the trade of preaching in general, and cl
with dealing out large portions of brimstone to the
drunkard and still larger and hotter to those who give
the bottle to drink. This part of her discourse leued,
me very much, and may be a saving to me into the bar~
gain; for, the dread uf everlasting roasting added to.
my love of economy will (I think) prev&nt me ma.lung
my friends tipsy. very efficacious sermon !

529, July 8th.—Jenkms's is a good tavern, but it
entertains at a high ‘price. Our bill was 6 dollars each
for a day and two nights; a shameful charge. Leave
New Albany, cross the Ohio, and pass through Louis-
ville in Kentucky again, on our way to Iexmgtnn, the
capital. Stop for the night at Mr. Netherton’s, a good.
tavern. The land hltherto is good, and the country
altogether healthy, if I may judge from the people who
appear more cheerful happy than in Indiana, al-
ways excepting Harmony. Ou'.r landlnrd is the picture
of health and strength : 6 feet 4 inches high, welghﬂ
300 Ibs. and not fat.

530. July 9th.—Dine at Mr. Overton's tavern, &ll!r
our way to Frankﬁ)rt pay half a dollar each for an
excellent dinner, with as much hrandy and butter-milk; |
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as we chose to drink, and good feed for our horses. In
the afternoon we have the pleasure to be overtaken by
two ladies on horseback, and bave their agreeable com-
pany for a mile or two. On their turning off from our
ad we were very reluctantly obliged to refuse an
obliging invitation to drink tea at their house, and myself
the more so, as one of the ladies informed me she had
married a Mr. Constantine, a gentleman from my own
native town of Bolton, in Lancashire. But, we had yet
so far to go, and it was getting dark. This most h&af -
ful mode of travelling is universal in the Western States,
and it gives me great pleasure to see it; though, per-
haps, I have to thank the badness of the roads as the
cause. Arrive at Frankfort, apparently a thriving
town, on the side of the rough Kﬁtucky river. The
houses are built chiefly of brick, and the streets, I un-
derstand, paved with limestone. = Limestone abounds in
this state, and yet the roads are not good, though better
than in Indiana and Ohio, for, there there are none. I
wonder the government of these,states do not set about
making good roads and bridges, and even canals. I
pledge myself to be able to shew them how the money
ight be raised, and, moreover, to prove that the ex-
e would be paid over and over again in almost no
time. Such improvements would be income to the go-
vernments instead of expense, besides being such an
incalculable benefit to the states. But, at any rate,
why not roads, and in this state, too, which is so re-
markable for its quality of having good road materials
and rich land together, generally all over it ? |
- 831, July 10th.—Leave Frankfort, and come through
a district of fine land, very well wateréd, to Lexington ;
stop at Mr. Keen’s tavern. Had the good fortune to
meet Mr. Clay, who carried us to his house, about a
mile in the country. It is a beautiful residence, situated
near the centre of a very fine farm, which is just cleared
and is coming into excellent cultivation. I approve of
Mr. Clay’s method very much, es 'ally% laying
down pasture. He clears away all the brush or under-
wood, leaving timber enough to afford a sufficiency of
shade to the grass, which does not thrive here exposed
to the sun as in England and other such climates. By
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this means he has as fine grass and clover as can pos--
sibly grow. I could not but admire to see this gentle-.
man, possessing so much knowledge and of so much
weight in his country’s affairs, so attentively prnmating;
her net less important though more silent interests b_«y1
improving her agriculture. What pleased me stilll
more, however, because 1 less expected it, was, to hear!
Mrs. Clay, in priding herself on the state of society, andl
the rising prosperity of the country, citing as a proofll
the decency and affluence of the trades-people and||
mechanies at Lexington, many of whom ride about iny
their own carriages. What a contrast, both in senseg
and in sentiment, between this lady and the wives ofll
Legislators (as they are called), in the land of the
Boroughmongers! God grant that no privileged batchj
ever rise up in America, for then down come the me-«
Eha?hica, are harnessed themselves, and half ridden tod
eath. - | :

- 532, July 11th.—This is the hottest day we havey
had yet. Thermometer at 90 degrees, in shade. Met
a Mr. Whittemore, from Beston, loud in the praise of!l
this climate. He informed me he had lately lost his wife:
and five children near Boston, and that he should haves
lost his only remaining child, too, a son now stout and/
healthy, had he not resolved instantly to try the air ofl
the west. He is confident that if he had taken thisi
step in time he might have saved the lives of all hisy
family. This might be, however, and yet this climates
not hetter than that of Boston. Spent the evening withi
Colonel Morrison, one of the first settlers in this state;
a fine looking old gentleman, with colour in his face
equal to a London Alderman. The people here ares

retty generally like that portion of the people ofi

n Iind who get porridge enough to eat; stout, fat,!
and ruddy.

- 538, July 12th—Hotter than yesterday; thermo-:
meter at 91 degrees. a
534, July 13th.—Leave Lexington; stop at Paris,;
22 miles. A fine country all the way; good soil, plenty|
of limestone and no musquitoes. Paris is a heal%

town, with a good deal of stir; woollen and cotton ma-
nufactures are carried on here, but upon a small scale,
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They are not near enough to good coal mines to do
much in that way. What they do, however, is well

id for. A spinner told me he gets 83 cents per Ib,
for his twist, which is 33 cents more than it woulge fetch
at New York. Stop at Mr. Timberlake’s, a good house.
The bar-keeper, who comes from England, tells me
that he sailed to Canada, but he is glad he had the
means to leave Canada and come to Kentucky ; he has
300 dollars a year, and board and ledging. Made en-
quiry after young Watson, but find he has left this
place and is gone to Lexington.

535. The E}llﬂwing is a list of the wages and prices
of the most essential branches of wor manship and
articles of consumption, as they are here at present,

Journeymen saddlers’ price for i, ces. Dls. Cts+
drawing on men’s saddles . . . 125 to 2 50

Journeymen blacksmiths, per day 1 .. — 1 95
s=Per'month'', . ../, .. . . 25.,. — 380

Journeymen hatters (casters) . . . 125 —

Wto, voree O O D 1.. —

Ditto for finishing, per month,

IR ThaTd Q00 0 4. M) 30 .. —

Journeymen shoe-makers (coarse) .. 75 —
Dittﬂ,ﬁﬂﬂ.....-..... 1265 —

© Ditto, for boots . . . ... ... 325 —

Journeymen tailors, by the coat 5 ..

Stone-masons or bricklayers, per

RV AL o d . T, b et 1.. — 150
C-arpenters, per day, and found 1 .. —
Salary for a clerk, perannum . ., 200 ,. —500
Beef, per 1001bs. . . - ., . ., G 17, s e
Flour, per barrel . . . ., . .. . 6 .. —

536. July I4th—Hot again; 90 désrees. Ar-
rive at Blue Licks, close by the fine Lic ing Creek,
22 miles from Paris. Here is a sulphur and salt spring
like that at French Lick in Indiana, which makes this a
place of great resort in summer for the fashionable

- *Or 53. 74d. to 11s. 3d. sterling, At the present rate of ex.
change, a dollar is equivalent to 4s, 64, sterling, and a cent is
the hundredth part of a dollar,
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swallowers of mineral waters; the three or four taverns
are at this time mmpletelg' crowded. . Salt was made

till latterly at this spring, by an old Scotsman; he now |
attends the ferry across the Creek. Not much to be said |

for the country round here ; it is stony and barren, what
I have not seen before in Kentucky. :
© 537. July 15th.—To Maysville, or Lime-stone, 24
miles. This is a place on the banks of the Ohio, an
is a sort of port for shipping down the river to a gre

part of that district of the state for which Louisville is |
the shipping port to and from New Orleans. Still hot;
90 degrees again. This is the fifth day; rather unusual, |

this continuance of heat. The hot spells as well as t

cold spells, seldom last more than three days, pretty

generally in America. |

538. July 16th.—Hot still, but a fine breeze blowing
up the river. Not a bit too hot for me, but the natives
say it is the hottest weather they recollect in this coun-
try ; a proof to me that this is a mild climate, as to heat,
at any rate. Saw a cat-fish in the market, just caught
out of the river by a hook and line, 4 feet long and

eighty pounds weight, offered for 2 dollars. Price of '

flour, 6 dollars a barrel; fresh beef, 6} cents, and
butter 20 cents per 1b. 2l '
539. July 17th.—Set out again, crossing the Ohio
into the state of that name, and take the road to Chilli
cothe, 74 miles from Maysville. Stop about mid-way
for the night, travelling over a country generally hilly,
and not n% good soil, and passing through West Union,
a place situated as a town ought to be, upon high and
unlevel lands; the inhabitants have fine air to breathe,
and plenty of food to eat and drink, and, if they keep
their houses and streets and themselves clean, 1 will
ensure them long lives. " Some pretty good farms in
view of the road, but many abandoned for the richer
lands of Indiana and Illinois. Travelling expenses
much less, hitherto, than in Indiana and some parts of
Kentucky ; we had plenty of good buttermilk at the
farm-houses all along the road, free of expense, and the
- tavern-keepers do not set before us bread made of
Indian corn, which we have not yet learned to like very
cordially. . _

1
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540. July 18th.~~Come to Chillicothe, the country
improving and more even as we proceed. See some
very rich lands on passing Paint Creek, and on ap-

ing the Scioto river; these, like all the bottom
lands, having a coat of sediment from their river in ad-
dition to the original soil, are by far the richest. Chil-
licothe is a handsome town, “regularly laid out, but
stands upon a flat. 1 hate the very sight of a level
street, unless there be every thing necessary to ca
off all filth and water. 'The air is very fine, so far as it
is not contaminated by the pools of water which stand
about the town as green as grass. Main sewers, like
those at Philadelphia, are much wanted.

54l. July 19th.—Called upon Mr. Bond, being in-
troduced by letter, and spent a very pleasant evening
with him and a large party of his agreeable friends.
Left them, much pleased with the society of Chillicothe.
542, July 20th.—We were introduced to Governor
Worthington, who lives about 2 miles from the town,
- He took us to his house, and showed us part of his fine
estate, which is 800 acres in extent, and all of it ele-
vated table land, commanding an immense view over
the flat country in the direction of Lake Erie. The
soil is very rich indeed; so rich, that the Governor

inted out a dung heap which was bigger than the

it surrounded and had grown out of, as a nuisance.,
The labour of dragging the dung out of the way, would
be more than the cost of removing the barn, so that he
is actually going to pull the barn down, and build it up
gain in another place. This is not a ecaliarity of
is particular spot of land, for manure has no value
here at all. All the stable-dung made at Chillicothe
i8 flung into the river. 1 dare say, that the Inn we put
up at does not tumble into the water less than 300 good
loads of horse-dung every year. '

543. I had some cenversation with Governor Wor-
thington on the subject of domestic manufactures, and
was glad to find he 1s well convinced of the necessit
of, or at least of the great benefit that would resu]);.
from, the general establishment of them in the United
States. ﬁe has frequently recommended it in his
public capacity, he informed me, and I hope he will
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advocate it with effect. He is a true lover of his
country, and no man that I have met with has a more
thorough knowledge of the detestable villany of the
odious Boroughmongering government of KEngland, |
and, of course, it has his full share of hatred. :
544. July 21st—Leave Chillicothe. A fine, healthy
country amil very rich land all the way to New Lan-
caster, 34 miles from Chillicothe, and 38 from Zanes-
ville, Stop at the house of a German, where we slept,
bat not in bed, preferring a soft board and something
ﬁl&an for a pillow to a bed of down accompanied m% |
ugs. - ,_
545. Nothing remarkable, that I can see, as to the .
locality of this town of New Lancaster ; but, the name, |
alas! it brought to my recollection the horrid deeds |
done at Old Lancaster, the county town of my native
country! I thought of Colonel F————r, and his |
conduct towards my poor, unfortunate townsman, Gal- -
lant! T thought ot the poor, miserable creatures, men, |
women, and ehildren, who, in the bloody year of 1812, .
were first instigated by spies to commit arson, and then |
pursued into death by the dealers in human blood. .
Amongst the sufferers, upon this particular occasion,
there was a boy, who was silly, and who would, at any *
time, have jumped into a pit for a halfpenny : he
was not fourteen years old ; and when he was about to |
be hanged, actually called out for his * mammy” to |
come and save him! Who, that has a heart in his |
bosom, can help feeling indignation against the cruel |
monsiers! 'Who can help feeling a desire to see their -
dreadful power destroyed! The day must come, when |
the whole of the bloody tragedies of Lancashire will |
be exposed. In the mean while, here I am in saﬁﬁ' '
from the fangs of the monsters, who oppress and grind !
my countrymen. The thought of these oppressions, ,
however, ; carry about with me; and I cannot help :
its sometimes bursting forth info words.
546. July 22nd.—Arrive at Zanesville,* a place !

"
o

* For a more particular account of this place, as we]l,nﬁgig
deed, as of most of the other towns I have visited, see Mr. |
Mellish’s Travels, vol. ii, !
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finely situated for manufactures, in a nook of the
Muskingham, just opposite to the mouth of Licking
Creek. It has almost every advantage for many-
facturing of all sorts, both as to local situation and as
to materials ; it excels Wheeling and Steubenville, in
many respects, and, in some, even Pittsburgh, - The
river gives very fine falls near the town, one of them
of 12 feet, where it is 600 feet wide : the creek, too,
falls in by a fine cascade. What a power for ma-
chinery ! I should think that as much effect might be
produced by the power here afforded as by the united
manual labour of all the inhabitants of the state. The
navigation is very good all the way up to the town, and
Is now continued round the falls by a canal with locks,
so that boats can go nearly close up to Lake Erie
The bowels of the earth afford coal, iron ore, stone,
free stone, lime-stone, and clays: all of the best,
I believe, and the last, the very best yet discovered in
this country, and, erhaps, as good as is to be found
in any country. All these materials are found in inex-
haustible quantities in the hills and little ridges on the
sides of the river and creek, arranged as if placed by
the hand of man for his own use. In short, this place
has the four elements in the greatest perfection that I
have any where yet seen in America. ~As to manu-
factures, it is, like Wheeling and Steubenville, nothing
in comparison to Pittsburg, -

547. Nature has done her part; nothing is left want-
ing but machines to enable the {)enple of Ohio to kee
their flour at home, instead of exporting it, at their
own expense, to support those abroad who are indus-
trious enough to send them back coats, knives, and
eips.and spucers, . .. .

548. July 23rd—All day at Zanesville, Spent
part of it very agreeably with Mr. Adams the post-
master, and old Mr. Dillon who has a large iron foun-
dery near this. R o SR e

549. July 24th.—Go with Mr. Dillon about 3 miles
up the Creek, to see his mills and iron-factor es-
tablishment. He has here a very fine water-fall, of
18 feet, giving immense power, by which he works a
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large iron-forge and foundery, and mills for sawing,;
grinding, and other purposes. -

" 560. I will here subjoin a list of the prices ati

Zanesville, of provisions, stock, stores, labour, &e.|

just as I have it from a resident, whom I can rely)

upon. |

Flour (superfine) per barrel of . cts.  Dis. Cisf
196 1bs, from sseveeiv cavais 5 0 fto 575

BEEf, PEI‘ lmlhgi.."iiiiilll 4 0 T 4% |

Pork (p‘rime},]ier 100lbs.,v... 450 — B 0
Salt, per bushel of 50 Ibs.s..... 225
Potatoes, per bushel......... . 025 — 034y
Tllrm‘ps, difto....... i AT 0 20 |
‘Wheat, ditfo of 60 lbs. to 661bs. 0 75
Indian Corn, ditto, shelled.... © 33% — 0 50
Oubl; ditto 0y, Joo0. Db sdi 025 ~— 083
Ryd, disto o, ... o 24 £ e . 050
Barley, ditto ... .00 (v sv. 00 OB
Furkeys, of from 12 1bs. to 20 lbs. -
E&EII --------------------- . D 3'7 e ﬁ 50”
TN, 222 ivih, BT Basd S0 0 121 — 0 183
Live Hogs, per 100 lbs. live
ﬂight-....--..; ......... 3 3 0 ""‘5 ﬂ’
Cows, (thebest).............. 18 0 — 25 @)
Yoke of Oxen, ditto. .. .. ...... B0 O — 75 @I
Bheep. o oo L lvi i s Bl GV i 260 -
Hay, per ton, delivered....... 9 0 — 10 01

Straw, fetch it and have it.

Marnure, ditto, ditto.

Coals, per bushel, delivered.... 0 §

Butter, per lb. avoirdupois.... 012} — 0 183
183 2. @

Cheese, ditto, ditto. ....... TRV 255
ook Baag ... 15, i i 0 50
Raw ditto . .. .... R, ERREE S 0 311
Domestic Raw ditto ......... v 0 TR
Merino Wool, per Ib. avoirdupois

Washod' Dol o o s o ] '®
Three-quarter Merino ditto .... 075
Common Wool ............. 34~ 4 B
Bricks, per 1000, delivered ..., 6 0 = 7 @l
Lime, per bushel, ditto,,,.,.,, 0 187 |
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Glazier’s charge for putting in Dis. Cts. Dis. Cts,

each pane of glass 8 in. by

10 in. with their own putty

and laying on the first coat of

BN, . s s Begie oAl Ao 0 4 to 0 5
Labourers, per annum, and found 100 0 —1 0
The charge of carriage for 100

lhs. weight from Baltimore to

AT g 10 0
Ditto for ditto by steam-boat from

New Orleans to Shippingport,

and thence, by boats, to Zanes-

Plle abont. . 55 oot Fai., 6 50
Peaches, as fine as can grow, per
bnshel. ok vee.e 0123 — 025 ¢

Apples and Pears proportionably cheaper; sometimes
given away, in the country.
551. Prices are much about the same at Steuben-

ville ; if any difference, rather lower. If bonghtin a

quantity, some of the articles enumerated might be had

a good deal lower. Labour, no doubt, if a job of some

}jength were offered, might be got somewhat cheaper,

ere. - .

552. July 25th.—Leave Zanesville for Pittsburg,

keeping to the United States road; stop at Cambridge,

25 miles, During the first eight miles we met 10

wagons, loaded with emigrants,

553. July 26th.—Stop at Mr. Broadshaw’s, a very
5{:0(1 house on the road, 25 miles from Cambridge.
This general government road iz by no means well laid
out; it goes straight over the tops of the numerous
little hills, up and down, up and down. It would have
been a great deal nearer in point of time, if not in dis-
tance (though I think it would that, toe), if a view had
been had to the labour of travelling over these everlast-
11g unevennesses.

554. July 27th—To Wheeling in Virginia, 31 miles,
They have had tremendous rains in these parts, we
hear as we pass along, lately; one of the creeks we
came over has overflown so as to carry down a man’s
house with himself and his whole family. A dreadful
catastrophe, but, certainly, one not out of the man’s




Part II1.] Jourwar. 298

power to have foreseen and prevented ; it surprises
me that the people will stick up their houses so near
the water's edge. Cross Wheeling Creek several times
to-day; itis a rapid stream, and I hope it will not he
long before it turns many water-wheels. See muck
good land, and some pretty good farming.

555. July 28th—Went with a Mr. Graham, a
Quaker of this place, who treated us in the most friendly
and hospitable manner, to see the new national road
from Washington city to this town. It is covered with
a very thick layer of nicely broken stones, or stone,
rather, laid on with great exactness both as to depth
and width, and then rolled down with an iron rol er,
which reduces all to one solid mass. This is a road
made for ever; not like the flint roads in England,
rough, nor soft or dirty, Jike the gravel roads; but,
smooth and hard. When a road is made in America
it is well made. An American always plots against
labour, and, in this instance, he takes the most ef-
fectual conrse to circumvent it. Mr, Graham took us
likewise to sce the fine coal mines near this place and
the beds of limestone and freestone, none of which I
had time to examine as we passed Wheeling in our
ark. All these treasures lie very convenient to the
river. The coals are principally in one long ridge,
about ten feet wide; much the same as they are at
Pittsburgh, in point of quality and situation.” They
cost 3 cents per bushel to be got out from the mine.
This price, as nearly as I can calcalate, enables the
American collier to earn, upon an average, double the
number of cents for the same labour that the collier in
England can earn; so that, as the American collier
can, upon an average, huy his flour for one third of
the price that the English collier pays for his flour, he
recewes siv times the quantity of flour for the same
labour. Here is a country for the ingenious paupers
of England to come to! They find food and materials,
and nothing wanting but their mouths and hands to
consume and work them. I should like to see the old
‘toast of the Boroughmongers hrought out again ; when
they were in the height of their impudence their myr-
midons used to din in our ears, “ Old England for
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“ ever, and those that do not like her let them leave
“ her.” Let them renew this swaggering toast, and 1

would very willingly for my part, give another to the+
same effect for the United gtah.-‘:s of America. But,
no, no! they know beiter now. They know that th&y ;‘
would be taken at their word ; and, like the tyrants of
Egypt, having got their slaves fﬂst will (if they can)
keep them so. Let them beware, lest something worse -
than the Red Sea overwhelm them! - Like Pharaoh
and his Boroughmongers they will not yield to the voice
of the people, and, surely, something like, or worse
than, their fate shall befall them! - "
556. They are building a steam-boat at Wheehng,
which is to go, they say, 1800 miles up the Missouri

river. The wheels are made to work in the stern of

the boat, so as not to come in contact with the floating.

trees, snaggs, planters,* &c., obstructions most likely

very numerous in that river. But, the placing the

wheels behind only saves them; it is no protection

agamst the boal’s sinking in case of being pierced by
lanter or sawyer.t Observing this, I will suggest
a plan which has occurred to me, and whlch I think,

would pruwde against sinking, effectually ; hut at any

rate, it is one which can be tried very easily and wi
very little expense.—I would make a parntmn of stn:mg i
plank; put it in the broadest fore-part of the boat,
right across, and put good iron bolts under the hottom.
of the boat, through these planks, and serew them on
the top of the deck. Then put an upright pﬁst m the-'
inside of the boat against the mtdd{le of the

~ tition, and put a spur to the upright post. Em'um
tion sh-::uu!dp be Wgtﬁl'-!:l ht. wuulltjl then loa
forepart of the boat, thus ]mrtm-::-ned off with lumber
or such loading as is least liable to injury, and best
calculated to stop the progress of a sawyer after it has
gone through the boat.—By thus appropriating the
fore-part of the boat to the rec&ptmn of planters and
sawyers, it appears to me that the other part would be

secured against all intrusion, st |

—
* Trees tumbled heaﬂ-lﬂng and fixed in the river. g |

t The same as the planter, only waving up and down, f




Part 111.] JOURNAL. . 295

557. July 29th~From Wheeling, through Charls-
ton, changing sides of the river again to Steubenville.
My eyes were delighted at Charlston to see the smoke
of the coals ascending from the glass-works they have
here. This smoke it is that must enrich America ; she
might save almost all her dollars if she would but
bring her invaluable black diamonds into service. Talk
of independence, indeed, without coats to wear or knives
or plates to eat with! . !

558. At Steubenville, became acquainted with
Messrs. Wills, Ross, and company, who have an ex-
cellent and well-conducted woollen manufactory here.
They make very good cloths, and at reasonable priees ;
1 am sorry they do not retail them at Philadelphia ;
I, for one, should be eustomer to them for all that my
family wanted in the woollen-way. Here are likewise
a Cotton-mill, a Grist-mill, a Paper-mill, an Iron-
foundery and Tan-yards and Breweries. Had the
pleasure to see Mr. Wilson, the editor of the Steuben~
ville Gazette, a very public-spirited man, and, I be-
lieve, very serviceable to this part of the country, If
the policy he so powerfully advocates were adopted,
the effects would be grand for America ; it would save
her dollars while it would help to draw the nails of the
vile Boroughmongers. But, he has to labour against
the inveterate effects of the thing the most difficult of
all others to move—habit.

559. By what I have been able to observe of this part
of the country, those who expect to find what is gene-
rally understood by society, pretty much the same that
they have been accustomed to it on the Atlantic side,
or in England, will not be totally disappointed. It is
here upon the basis of the same manners and customs
as in the oldest settled districts, and it there differs
from what it is in England, and here from what it is
there, only according to circumstances. ¥Few of the
social amusements that are practicable at present, are
searce ; dancing the most rational for every reason, is
the most common; and, in an assemblage for this pur-

se, composed of the farmers’ daughters and sons
rom 20 miles round, an Englishman (particularly if
a young one) might very well think his travels to be
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all a dream, and that he was still in a Boroughm

country. Almost always the same tunes and dances, |
same manners, same dress. Ah, it is that same dress |

which is the great evil! It may be a very pretty sight,
but, to see the dollars thus danced out of the couniry
into the hands of the Boroughmongers, to the tune of
national airs, is a thing which, if it do not warrant ridi-
cule, will, if America do not, by one unanimous voice,
soon put a stop to it.

560. July 30th.—From Stubenville, crossing the

Obhio for the last time, and travelling through a slip
of Virginia and a handsome part of Pennsylvania, to
Pittsburgh. '

561. August 1st.—Sold my horse for 75 dollars,
60 dollars less than I gave for him. A horse changes
masters no where so often as in this Western country,
and no where so often rises and falls in value. Met
a Mr. Gibbs, a native of Scotland, and an old neigh-
bour of mine, having superintended some oil of vitricl
works near to my bleach-works on Great Lever, near
Bolton, in Lancashire. e now makes oil of vitriol,
aquafortis, salt, soap, &c. at this place, and is, I be-

lieve, getting rich. Spent a pleasant evening with him,

562. August 2nd—Spent most part of the day
with Mr. Gibbs, and dined with him ; as the feast was
his, I recommended him to observe the latter part of

the good Quaker Lady’s sermon which we heard at
New Albauy.

563. August 3rd.—Leave Pittsburgh, not without
some regret at bidding adieu to so much activity and
smoke, for I expect not to see it elsewhere. I like to
contemplate the operation by which the greatest effect
is produced in a country. Take the same route and
the same stage as on setting out from Philadelphia.

564. August 4th, 5th, and 6th—These three days

traversing the romantic Allegany Mountains; got over=

turned (a common accident here) only once, and then
received very little damage : myself none, some of my

fellow travellers a few scratches. We scrambled out,
and, with the help of some wagoners, set the vehicle

on its wheels again, adjusted our * plunder” (as some
of the Western people call it), and drove on again
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without being detained more than five minutes, The
fourth night slept at Chambersburgh, the beginning of
a fine country.

565. August Tth.—Travelled overthe fine lime-stone
valley before mentioned, and through a very good coun-
try all the way, by Little York to Lancaster. Here
I met with a person from Philadeiphia, who told me
a long story about a Mr. Hulme, an Englishman, who
had brought a large family and considerable property
to America. His property, he told me, the said
Mr. Hulme had got trom the English Government, for
the invention of some machine, and that now, having
got rich under their patronage, he was going about this
country doing the said Government all the mischief he
could, and endeavouring to promote the interest of
this country. After letting him go on till 1 was quite
satisfied that he depends mainly for his bread and but-
ter upon the English Treasury, I said, ** Well, do you
“ know this Mr. Hulme ?”  No, he had only heard of
“ him.” * Then I do, and I know that he never had
“ any patent, nor ever asked for one, from the En-
“ glish government; all he has got he has gained by
“ Eis own industry and economy, and, so far from re-
¢ ceiving a fortune from that vile.government, he had
“ nothing to do with it but to pay and obey, without
“ heing allowed to give a vote for a Member of Par-
« liament or for any Government officer. He is now,
¢ thank God, in a country where he cannot be taxed
“but by his own consent, and, it he should succeed
¢ jn contributing in any degree to the downfall of the
¢ English Government, and to the improvement of
“ this country, he will only succeed in doing his duty.”
This man could be no other than a dependent of that
boroughmongering system which has its feelers probing
every quarter and corner of the earth.

566. August 8th.—Return to Philadelphia, after a
journey of 72 days. My expenses for this journey,
including every thing, not excepting the loss sustained
by the purchase and sale of my horse, amount to 270
dollars and 70 cents,

567, As it is now ahuutoa twelvemonth since I have
5
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TO

MORRIS BIRKBECK, Esq.

OF

ENGLISH PRAIRIE, ILLINOIS TERRITORY.

North Hempstead, Long Island,
MY DEAR SIR, 10 Dee, 1818.

569. I nave read your two little books, namely,
the “ Notes on a_Journey in America,” ** and the Let.
“ters from the Iilinois.” I opened the books, and I

roceeded in the perusal, with fear and trembling ; not
ecause I supposed it possible for you to put forth an
intended imposition on the world; but, becanse 1 had

a sincere respect for the character and talents of the

writer ; and because I knew how enchanting and de-
lusive are the prospects of enthusiastic minds, when
bent on grand territorial acquisitions.

570. My apprehensions were, [ am sorry - to have
it to say, but too well founded. Your books, written,
I am sure, without any intention to deceive and decoy,
and without any, even the smallest, tincture of base self-
interest, are, in my opinion, calculated to produce
great disappointment, not to say misery and ruin,
amongst our own country people (for I will, in spite
- of your disavowal, still claim the honour of having you

for a countryman), and great injury to America by send-
ing back to Europe accounts of that disappointment,
misery, and ruin, =

571. It is very true, that you decline advising any
one to go to the IrvLivors, and it is also true, that your
description of the hardships you encountered is ve
candid ; but still, there runs throughout the whole of
your Notes such an account as to the prospect, that
is to say, the ultimate effect, that the book is, without
your either wishing or perceiving it, calculated to de-
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ceive and decoy, You do indeed describe difficulties
and hardships : but, then, you overcome them all with
so much ease and gaiety, that you make them disre-
garded by your English readers, who, sitting by their
fire-side, and feeling nothing but the gripe of the Bo-
roughmongers and the tax-gatherer, merely cast a
glance at your hardships and fully participate in all
your enthusiasm. You do indeed fairly describe the
- rugged roads, the dirty hovels, the fire in the woods to
sleep by, the pathless ways through the wildernesses,
the dangerous crossings of the rivers; but, there are
the beautiful meadows and rich lands at last; there is
the fine freehold domain at the end! There are the
giants and the enchanters to encounter; the slashings
and the rib-roastings to undergo; but then, there is,
at last, the lovely languishing damsel to repay the
adventurer.

572. The whole of your writings relative to your
undertaking, address themselves directly to English
Farmers, who have property to the amount of two or
three thousand pounds, or upwards, Persons of this
description are, not by your express words, but by the
natural tendency of your writings, invited, nay, strongl
invited, to emigrate with their property to the Illinois
Territory. Many have already acted upon the invita-
tion. Many others are about to follow them. I am
convinced, that their doing this is unwise, and greatly
injurious, not only to them, but to the character of
America as a country to emigrate to, and, as I have,
in the first Part of this work, Frﬂmised to give, as far
as I am able, a #rue account of America, it is my duty
to state the reasons on which this conviction is founded :
and, I address the statement to you, in order, that, if
you find it erroneous, you may, in the like public man-
ner, show wherein [ have committed error,

573. We are speaking, my dear Sir, of English
Farmers possessing each two or three thousand pounds
sterling. And, before we proceed to enquire, whether
such persons ought to emigrate to the West or to the
KEast, it may not be amiss to enquire a little, whether
they ought to emigrate atall! Do not start, now! For,
while I am very certain that the emigration of syc/
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persons is not, in the end, calculated to Erndu@e bene-
fit to America, as a nation, I greatly doubt of its being,
generally speaking, of any benefit to the emigrants them-
selves, if we take into view the chances of their speedy
relief at home.

574. Persons of advanced age, of seitled habits, of
~deep rooted prejudices, of settled acquaintances, of con-

tracted sphere of movement, do not, to use Mr. Grorcg
Frower’s expression,  fransplant well.” Of all such

ersons, Ifarmers transplant worst ; and, of all Farmers,

nglish Farmers are the worst to transplant. Of some
of the tears, shed in the ILrivo1s, an account reached
me several months ago, through an eye-witness of per-
fect veracity, and a very sincere friend of freedom,
and of you, and whose information was given me, un-
asked for, and in the presence of several Englishmen,
every one of whom, as well as myself, most ardently
wished your success.

575. It is nothing, my dear Sir, to say, as you do, -
in the Preface to the Letters from the Iilinois, that, as
¢ little would I encourage the emigration of the tribe of
“ grumblers, people who are petulant and discontented
“ under the every-day evils of life. Life has its pett
“ miseries in all situations and climates, to be mitg-
“ gated or cured by the continual efforts of an elastic
“ spirit, or to be borne, if incurable, with cheerful pa-
“ tience, But the peevish emigrant is perpetually
“ comparing the comforts he has quitted, but never
¢ could enjoy, with the privations of his new allotment,
“ He nverfﬂnks the present good, and broods over the
“ evil with habitual perverseness; whilst in the recol-
« Jection of the past, he dwells on the good only. Such
“ people are aﬁ?ﬂ}rs bad associates, but they are an
“ especial nuisance in an infant colony,”

576. Give me leave to say, my dear Sir, that there
is too much asperity in this language, considering who
were the objects of the censure. Nor do you appear
to me to afford, in this instance, a very hapgy illustra-
tion of the absence of that peevishness, which you per-
ceive in others, and for the yielding to which you call
them a nuisance ; an appellation much too harsh for
the object and for the occasion. If you, with all your

&,
L
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elasticity of spirit, all your ardour of pursuit, all your
cempensations of fortune in prospect, and all your gra-
tifications of fame in possession, cannot with patience
hear the wailings of some of your neighbours, into
what source are they to dip for the waters of content
and good-humour?

577. 1t is no * every-day evil” thatthey have to bear.
For an English Farmer, and, more especially, an En-

lish Farmer’s wife, after crossing the sea and travel-
ing to the Illinois, with the consciousness of having
expended a third of their substance, to purchase, as
yet, nothing but sufferings; for such persons to boil
their pot in the gipsy-fushion, to have a mere board to
eat on, to drink whisky or pure water, to sit and sleep
under a shed far inferior to their English cow-pens,
to have a mill at twenty miles’ distance, an apothe-
cary’s shop at a hundred, and a doctor no where : these,
my dear g;r, are not, to such people, ** every-day evils
“of life.” You, though in your little “ cabin,” have
your books, you have yourname circulating in the world,
you have it to be given, by and bye, to a city or a
county ; and, if you fail of brilliant success, you have
still a sufficiency of fortune to secure you a safe retreat.
Almost the whole of your neighbours must be destitute
of all these sources of comfort, hope, and consolation.
As they now are, their change is, and must be, for the
worse ; and, as fo the future, besides the uncertainty
attendant, every where, on that which is to come, they
ought to be excused, if they, at their age, despair of
seeing days as happy as those that they have seen.

578. It were much better for suck people not to emi-
grate at all ; for while they are sure to come into a
state of some degree of suffering, they leave behind
them the chance of happy days; and, in my opinion,
a certainty of such days. 1 think it next to impossible
for any man of tolerable information to believe, that
the present tyranny of the seat-owners can last another
two years. As to what change will take place, it would,
perhaps, be hard to say: but, that some great change
will come is certain; and, it is also certain, that the
. change must be for the better. Indeed, one of the mo-
tives for the emigration of many is said to be, that they
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think a convulsion inevitable. Why should such ‘gers-
sons as I am speaking of fear a convulsion? Why
should they suppose, that they will suffer by a convul-
sion! What have they done to provoke the rage of the
blanketteers ? Do they think that their countrymen,
all but themselves, wiﬂy be transformed into prowling
wolves ! This is precisely what the Boroughmongers
wish them to believe; and, believing it, they flee instead
of remaining to assist to keep the people down, as the
Boroughmongers wish them to do.

579. Being here, however, they, as you say, think
only of the good they have left behind them, and of
the bad they find here. Thisis no fault of theirs: it is
the natural course of the human mind; and this you
ought to have known. You yourself acknowledge,
that England ¢ was never so dear to you as it is now
““ in recollection : being no longer under its base oli-
“ garchy, I can think of my native country and her
“ noble institutions, apart from her politics’” 1 may
ask you, by the way, what noble institutions she has,
which are not of a political nature? Say the oppres-
sions of her tyrants, say that you can think of her and

love her renown and her famous political institutions,

apart from those oppressions, and then I go with you
with all my heart; but, so thinking, and so feeling, I

cannot say with you in your Nores, that England is

to me * matier of history,” nor with you, in your Ler-
TERS FRoM THE ILLiNo1s, that ¢ where liberty is, there
‘““is my country.”

580. But, leaving this matter, for the present, if
English Farmers must emigrate, why should they en-
counter unnecessary difficulties? Coming from a

country like a garden, why should they not stop in

another somewhat resembling that which they have lived
in before? Why should they, at an expense amounting
to a large part of what they possess, prowl two thousand
miles at the hazard of their limbs and lives, take women

- and children through scenes of hardship and distress

not easily described, and that too, tolive like gipsies at
the end of their journey, for, at least, a year or two, and,
as I think I shall show, without the smallest chanze of
their finally doing so well as they may do in these
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Atlantic States? Why should an English Farmer and
his family, who have always been jogging about a snug
home-stead, eating regular meals, and sleeping in warm
rooms, push back to the Illinois, and encounter those
hardships, which require all the habitual disregard of
comfort of an American back-woodsman to overcome ?
Why should they do this? The undertaking is hardly
reconcileable to reason in an Atlantic American Farmer
who has half a dozen sons, all brought up to use the
axe, the saw, the chisel and the hammer from their in-
fancy, and every one of whom is ploughman, carpenter,
wheelwright and butcher, and can work from sun-rise
to sun-set, and sleep, if need be, upon the bare boards.
What, then, must it be in an English farmer and his
family of helpless mortals? Helpless, I mean, in this
scene of such novelty and such difficulty ! And what
is his wife to do; she who has been torn from all her
relations and neighbours, and from every thing that she
liked in the world, and who, perhaps, has never, in all
her life before, been fen miles from the cradle in which
she was nursed ? An American farmer mends his
plough, his wagon, his tackle of all sorts, his household
%aods, his shoes; and, if need be, he makes them all.

an our people do all this, or any part of it? Can
they live without bread for months ? Can they live
without beer ? Can they be otherwise than miserable,
cut off, as they must be, from all intercourse with, and
hope of hearing of, their relations and friends? The
truth is, that this is not transplanting, it is tearing up
and flinging away.

581. Society ! What society can these PEDEI& have ?
"Tis true they have nobody to envy, for nobody can
have any thing to enjoy. But there may be, and there
must be, mutual complainings and upbraidings; and
every unhappiness will be traced directly to him who
has been, however unintentionally, the cause of the
unhappy person’s removal. The very foundation of
your plan necessarily contained the seeds of discontent
and ill-will. A colony all {rom the same country was
the very worst project that could have been fallen upon.
You took upon yourself the charge of Moses without

‘being invested with any part of his authority ; and
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absolute as this was, he found the charge so heavy, that
he called upon the Lord to share it with him, or to relieve
him from 1t altogether. Soon after you went out, an
Unitarian Priest, upon my asking what you were going
to do in that wild country, said, yon were going to form
a community, who would be * content to worship one

“ God.” “ 1T hope not,” said I, “ for he will have

“ plagues enough without adding a priest to the num-~
““ber.” But, perhaps, I was wrong: for Asrox was
of great assistance to the leader of the Israelites.
582. As if the inevitable effects of disappointment
and hardship were not sufficient, you had, too, a sort of
artnership in the leaders. 'This is sure to produce
euds and bitterness in the long run., Partnership-

sovereignties have furnished the world with numerous

instances of poisonings and banishments and rottings
in prison. It is as much as merchants, who post their
books every Sunday, can do to get along without quar-
relling. Of man and wife, though they are flesh of
flesh and bone of hone, the harmony is not always quite
perfect, except in France, where the husbang is the
servant, and in Germany and Prussia, where the wife is
the slave. But, as for a partnership sovereignty withont
disagreement, there is but one single instance upon re-
cord; that, I mean, was of the two kings qu Brentford,
whose cordiality was, you know, so perfect, that they
both smelt to the same nosegay. This is, my dear Sir,
no bantering. 1 am quite serious. It is impossible that
separations should not take place, and equally impos-
sible that the neighbourhood should not be miserable.
This is not the way to settle in America. The way is,
to go and sit yourself down amongst the natives. They
are already settled. They can lend you what you want
to borrow, and happy they are always to doit. And,

which is the great thing of all great things, you have

their women for your women to commune with !
583. Rarr, indeed, has done gi:eat things ; but Rarp
has the authority of Moses and that of Aaron united in .

his own person. Besides, Ralt:lp’s community observe
on

in reality that celibacy, which ks and Nuns pretend
to, though I am not going to take my oath, mind, that
none of the tricks of the Convent are ever played in
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the tabernacles of Harmony. At any rate, Rapp secures
the e{ects of celibacy ; first, an absence of the expense
attending the breeding and rearing of children, and,
second, unremitted labour of woman as well as man.
But, where, in all the world, is the match of this to be
found? Where else shall we look for a Society com-
posed of persens willing and able to forego the gra-
tification of the most powerful propensity of nature,
for the sake of getting, money together?* Where else
shall we look for a band of men and women who love
money better than their own hodies ! Better than their
souls we find people enough to love money; but, who
ever before h ot a set that preferred the love of
money to that of their bodies? Who, before, ever con-
ceived the idea of putiing a stop to the procreation of
children, for the sake of saving the expense of bearing
and breeding them? This Society, which is a perfect
E‘Tﬁ and monster, ought to have the image of

| ON in their place of worship; for that is the
object of their devotion, and not the God of nature.
Yet the persons belonging to this unnatural association
are your nearest meighbours. The masculine things
here, called women, who have imposed barrenness on
themselves, out of a pure love of gain, are the nearest
neighbours of the affectionate, tender-hearted wives
and mothers and daughters, who are to inhabit your
coleny, and who are, let us thank God, the very reverse
of the petticoated Germans of Harmony.

584. In such a sitnation, with so many circumstances
to annoy; what happiness can an English family enjoy
in that country, so far distant from all that resembles
what they have left behind them ? ¢ The fair Enchant-
“ ress, Liberty,” of whom you speak with not too much
rapture, they would have found in any of these States,
and, in a garb, too, by which they would have recognised
her. Where they now are, they are free indeed ; but
their freedom is that of the wild animals in your woods.
Itis not freedom, it is no government. The Girsies,
in England, are free; and any one, who has a mind to
live in a cave, or cabin, in some hidden recess of ovur
Hampshire forests, may be free too. The English
farmer, in the Illinois, is, indeed, beyond the reach of
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the Boroughmongers; and so is the man that is in the
ﬁave. When it was first proposed, in the English

imistry, to drop quietly the title of King of France in
the enumeration of our king’s titles, and, when it was
stated to be an expedient likely to tend to a peace,
Mr. Winpnam, who was then a member of the Cabinet,
said : ** As this is a measure of safety, and as, doubtless,
¢ we shall hear of others of the same cast, what think
“ you of going under ground at.once?” It was a re-
mark enough to cut the liver out of the hearers; but Pitt
and his associates had no livers. I do not believe, that

any twelve Journeymen, or Labourers, in England

would have voted for the adoption of this mean and des-
picable measure.

585. If, indeed, the Illinois were the only place out
of the reach of the Borough-grasp ; and, if men are re-
solved to get out of that reach; then, I should say,
Go to the Illinois, by all means. But, as there is a
country, a settled country, a free country, full of kind

neighbours, full of all that is good, and when this

country is to be traversed in order to get at the acknow-

ledged hardships of the Illinois, how can a sane mind

lead an English Farmer into the expedition ?

586. It is the enchanting damsel that makes the

knight encounter the hair-breadth scapes, the sleeping
on the ground, the cooking with cross-sticks to hang the

pot on. It is the Prairie, that pretty French word,

which means green grass bespangled with daisies and
cowslips! Oh, God! What delusion! And that a man
of sense ; a man of superior understanding and talent;

a man of honesty, honour, humanity, and lofty senti-'

ment, should be the cause of this delusion; I, my dear

Sir, have seen Prairies many years ago, in America,
as fine as yours, as fertile as yours, though not so ex=

tensive. I saw those Prairies settled on by American
Loyalists, who were carried, with all their goods and
tools to the spot, and who were furnished with four years’
E'nvisinns, all at the expense of  England ; who had the

nds given them ; tools given them; and who were
thus seated down on the borders of creeks, which gave

them easy communication with the inhabited plains near
the sea. The settlers that I particularly knew were
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Connecticut men. Men with families of sons. Men
able to do as much in a day at the works necessary in
their sitnation as so many Englishmen would be able to
do in a week. They began with a shed ; then rose to a
log-house ; and next to a_frame-house; all of their own
building. I have seen them manure their land with
Salmon caught in their creeks, and with Pigeons caught
on the land itself. It will be a long while before you
will see such beautiful Corn-fields as I saw there. Vet
nothing but the danger and disgrace which attended their
return to Connecticut prevented their returning, though
there they must have begun the world anew. I'saw them
in their log-huts, and saw them in their frame-houses.
They had overcome all their difficulties as settlers ;
they were under a government which required neither
tax nor service from them; they were as hali; y as
people could be as to ease and plenty ; but, still, they
stghed for Comnecticut; and especially the women,
young as well as old, though we, gay fellows with
worsted or silver lace upon our bright red coats, did
our best to make them happy by telling them entertain-
ing stories about Old England, while we drank their
coffee and grog by gallons, and eat their fowls, pigs
and sausages and sweet-meats, by wheel-barrow loads ;
for, though we were by no means shy, their hospitality
far exceeded our appetites. 1 am an old hand at the
work of settling in wilds. I have, more than once or
twice, had to hegin my nest and go in, like a bird,
making it habitable by degrees; and, if I, or, if such
ple as my old friends above-mentioned, with eve
thing found for them and brought to the spot, had difii-
culties to undergo, and sighed for home even after all
the difficulties were over, what must bhe the lot of an
English Farmer’s family in the Illinois ?

587. All this I told you, my dear Sir, in London just
before your departure. I begged of you and Mr. Richard
Flower both, not to think of the Wildernesses. I begged
of you to go to within a day’s ride of some of these great
cities, where your ample capital and your great skill
could not fail to place you upon a footing, at least, with
the richest amongst the most happy and enlightened
Yeomanry in the world ; where you would find every one
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to praise the improvements you would introduce, andl
nobody to envy you any thing that you might aequire.;
Where you would find society as good, in all respects,
as that which you had left behind you. Where yag
would find neighbours ready prepared for you far m
‘generous and hospitable than those in England ean be,
loaded and pressed down as they are by the inexorable
hand of the Borough-villains. I offered you a letter:
(which, I believe, 1 sent you), to my friends the Pavis.|
“ Bat,” said I, ¢ you want no letter. Go into Phila~,
““ delphia, or Bucks, or Chester, or Montgomery county ;|
“ tell any of the Quakers, or any body else, that youy
“ are an English Farmer, come to settle amﬂngst'the_it:%

“and, I'll engage that you will instantly have frien
‘“ and neighbours as good and as cordial as those that

‘ you leave in England.” :
588. At this very moment, if this plan had beenr
pursued, you would have had a beautiful farm of two:
or three hundred acres. Fine stock upon it feeding ons
Swedish Turnips. A house overflowing with abun-
dance ; comfort, ease; and, if you choose, elegance,
would have been your inmates ; libraries, public and/
rrivate within your reach ; and a communication with/
ngland much more quick and regular than that which |

you now have even with Pittsburgh. SR
589. You say, that « Philadelphians know nothingy
¢ of the Western Countries.,” Suffer me, then, to saz;.‘.
that you know nothing of the Atlantic States, which,
indeed, is the only apology for your saying, that the:
Americans have no mutton fit to eat, and regard it only )
as a thing fit for dogs. In this island every farmer has
sheep. I kill fatter lamb than I ever saw in England,
‘and the jfattest mutton 1 ever saw, was in company
with Mr. Harline, in Philadelphia market last winter, |
At Bricurox, near Boston, they produced, at a cattle ¢
show this fall, an ox of two thousand seven hundred |
pounds weight, and sheep much finer, than you and |
I saw at the Smithfield Show in 1814. Mr. Judge !
‘Lawrence of this county, has kept, for seven -years, .
‘an average of five hundred Merinos on his farm of one |
hundred and fifty acres, besides raising twenty acres |
of Corn and his usual pretty large proportion of grain! |
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Can your Western Farmers beat that ?  Yes, in extent,
as the surface of five dollars beats that of a guinea.

590. I suppose that Mr. Judge Lawrence’s farm,
close by the side of a bay that gives him two hours of
water carriage to New York ; a farm with twenty acres
of meadow, real prairie; a gentleman’s house and
garden ; barns, sheds, cider-house, stables, coach-house,
corn-cribs, and orchards that may produce from four
to eight thousand bushels of apples and pears : 1 sup-
‘pose, that this farm is worth three handred dollars an
acre: that is, forty-five thousand dollars ; or, about
twelve or thirteen thousand pounds.

991. Now, then, let ns take a look at your estimate
of the expenses of sitting down in the prairies.

Copy from my Memorandum Book.

292. Estimate of money required for the comfortable
establishment of my family on Bolting House, now
nglish, prairie ; on which ie first instalment is paid.
About 720 acres of wood-land, and 720 prairie ;—the
latter to be chiefly grass :o— -

Dollars.
Second instalment, . . . Angust 1819, 720

Third ditto . . . . . August 1820, 720
Fourthditto . . . . . August 1821, 720
e — 2,160
Dwelling-house and appurtenances . . . . 4,500
S R S eieah o 1 1
4680 rods of fencing, viz. 3400 on the prairie,

and 1280 round the woodland . . . . | 1,170
Sundry wells, 200 dollars; gates, 100 dollars :

it S Gallars -, - LU RS S S,
100 head of cattle, 900 dollars; 20 sows, &ec.

100 dollars ; sheep, 1000 dollars . . . . 2,000
Ploughs, wagons, &c. and sundry tools and im- _
e e Bt e i e |
Housekeeping until the land supplies us ., 1,000
‘Shepherd one year’s wages, herdsmen one year,
~__and sundry other labourers . . . ",
‘One cabinet-maker, one wheel-wright, one year,
- making furniture and implements, 300 dollars
~ each i 18077 T BRI S Bkt o Li0D

Carried over . . . 714,700

1,000
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Hn]lnru‘:f
Brought over . . . 14,700
Sundry articles of furniture, ironmongery, pot-
fir trligs; Boe. o 1 oL DTl SO sRRRET DTN
Sundries, fruit trees, &ec. .- . . . . . . o100
First instalment already paid . . . . . . 720
Five horseson hand, worth . . . . . . . 300
Ex[f)ense of freight and carriage of linen, bed-
ing, books, clothing, &e. . . . . . . 1,000
Value of articles brought from England . . . 4,500
Voyage and journey . . . . . . . . . 2,000
Doll. 23,820

23,820 dollars=£5,359 sterling.

Allow about 600 dollars more for i dy
seed and corn £ e
£5,600

598. So, here is more than one-third of the amount
of Mr. Judge Lawrence’s farm. To be sure, there are
only about 18,000 dollars expended on land, buildings,
and getting at them ; but, what a lifeis that which you
are to lead for a thousand dollars a-year, when two
good domestic servants will cost four hundred of the
money ?  Will you live like one of the Yeomen of your
rank here? Then, I assure you, that your domestics
and groceries (the latter three times as dear as they are
here) and crockery-ware (equally dear) will more than
swallow up that pitiful sum. You allow six thousand
dollars for buildings. Twice the sum would not put
you, in this respect, upon a footing with Mr. Lawrence.
His land is all completely fenced and his grain in the

ground. His apple-trees have siz thousand bushels of

apples in their buds, ready to come out in the spring;

and, a large part of these to be sold at a high price to

go on 'ship-?huard. But, what is to give you his market ?
What is to make vyour pork, as soon as killed, sell for
9 or 10 dollars a hundred, and your cows at 45 or 50

dollars each, and your beef at 7 or 8 dollars a hundred.

and your corn at a dollar, and wheat at two dollars a
bushel ?

594. However, happiness is in the mind; and, if it

be necessary to the gratification of vour mind to inhabit
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a wilderness and be the owner of a large tract of land,
you are right to seek and enjoy this gratification. But,
for the plain, plodding English Farmer, who simply
seeks safety for his little property, with some addition to
it for his children ; for such a person to. ¢ross the At-
lantic states in search of safety, tranquillity and gain in
the Illinois, is, to my mind, little short of madness. Yet,
to this mad enterprize is he allured by your captivating
statements, and which statements become decisive in
their effects upon his mind, when they are reduced to
Jigures. 'This, my dear Sir, is the part of your writings,
which has given me most pain.  You have not meant to
deceive ; but you have first practised a deceit upon
- yourself, and then upon others. All the disadvantages
you state; but, then, you accompany the statement by
telling us how quickly and how easily they will be over-
come. Salt, Mr. Hurue finds, even at ZAaNesviLLE, at
two dollars and a half a bushel ; but, you tell us, that it
soon will be at three quarters of a dollar. And thus it
goes all through.
595. I am happy, however, that Eyﬂu have given us
Jigures in your account of what an English farmer may
do with two thousand pounds. 1t is alluring, it is fal-
lacious, it tends to disappointment, misery, ruin and
broken hearts; but it is open and honest in intention,
and it affords us the means of detecting and exposing the
fallacy. Many and many a family have returned to
New England after having emigrated to the West in
search of fine estates. They, able workmen, exemplary
livers, have returned to labour in their native States
amongst their relations and old neighbours; but, what
are our poor ruined countrymen to do, when they be-
come pennyless? If 1 could root my country from my
heart, common humanity would urge-me to make an-
humble attempt to . dissipate. the charming delusions,
‘which have, without your perceiving it, gone forth from
your sprightly and able pen, and which delusions are
the more dangerous on account of your justly high and
well-known cﬁaract&r for understanding and integrity.
596. The statement, to which I allude, stands as 1%1..
lows, in your tenth Letter from the Illinois.

- 597, A capital of ZGGOPI. sterling, (8,889 dollars,
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may be invested on a section of such land, in the fol-

lowing manner, viz.

Purchase of the land, 640 acres, at 2 dollars
per acre . D 4

House and ’-bmldmgs exceedmgly convenient
and comiortable, may be built for . .

A rail fence round the woods, 1000 rods, at 25
cents perrod .

About 1800 rods of ditch and bﬂ.ﬂk to dmde the
arable land into 10 fields . . . .

Planting 1800 rods of live fence . .

Fruit trees for orchard, &e. .

Horses and other live stoek

Implements and furniture :

Provision for one year, and sundr_}' incidental
charges .

Sundry articles of linen, books, apparel 1mple-
- ments, &c. brought from Eng gland . .

Camage of ditto, suppuse 2‘000 Ibs. at 10 dollars
per cwi. .

Voyage and travelhng expense,s of one persun
suppose

Note.—The first instalment on the land is 320
dollars, therefore 960 dollars of the purchase
money remain in hand to be applied to the
expenses of cultivation, in adgmun to the
sums above stated.

Expenditure of ﬁrst Year,

Breaking up 100 acres, 2 dollars per acre :

Indian corn for seed, 5 barrels, (a barrel is five
bushels) .

Planting ditto . .

Hnrse-hnemg ditto, one dollar per acre

Harvesting ditto, 13 dollar per acre . .

Ploughing the same land for wheat, 1 dollar- per
8O . 1ovi ;

Seed wheat, snw:ng and harruwmg i

Incidental expenses . . .

L

Dollars.

1280
1500
250
600
150
100
1500
1000
1000
1000

200

X aow
K.~
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Dul]ars.',
| b Brought over . . . 2300
Harvesting and threshing 100 acres more '

Wb, ) SRR ARG e g 3 TG S A
Addikonalineidents. . . .. . ow om0 EBE
2700

FProduce of fourth Year.

200 acres Indian corn, as above . . . 4000 wy ||
200 acres wheat . . . . . . . . 3000—7000

Net produce 4300

Summary.
EXPENSES. PRODUCE.
Daollars Dollars.
First year ., .. 705 w0500 SRODEE 6o 0
Second (00 ol e - 1R Y OSEOIND
Third ., . " 0000 G ORI SRR ERN
Eourth M oo 0T s SETOENLU S SN
: ' 18000
House-keeping and other
expenses for four years . 4000 11,400 .
Net proceeds per annum s SRR L

Increasing value of land by cultivation and set-
tlements, half a dollar per ann. on 640 acres 320

Annual clear profit 1970

598. ¢ Twenty more: kill 'em! Twenty more : kill
¢ them too!” No: 1 will not compare you to Bosapir :
for he was an intentional deceiver; and you are unin-
tentionally deceiving others and yourself too. But,
~ really, there is in this statement something so extrava-
gaut; so perfectly wild ; so ridiculously and staringly
untrue, that it is not without a great deal of difficulty that
all my respect for you personally can subdue in me the .
temptation to reat it with the contempt due to its in-
trinsic demerits. ' :

599. I shall notice only a few of the items. A house,
you say, ‘*exceedingly convenient and comfortable,
“ together with farm-buildings, may be built for 1500
« dollars.” Your own intended house you estimate at
4500, and your out-buildings at 1500. So that, if this
house of the farmer (an English farmer, mind) and his
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buildings, are to be « exceedingly convenient and com-
“ fortable,” for 1500 dollars, vour house and buildings
must be on a scale, which, if not perfectly princely,
must savour a good deal of aristocratical distinetion.
But, this if relieves us ; for even your house, built of
pine timber and boards, and covered with cedar shingles,
and finished only as a good plain Jurm-house ought to
be, will, if it be thirty-siv feet front, thirty-four Seet
deep, two rooms in front, kitchen, and wash-house be-
hind, four rooms above, and a cellar beneath ; yes, this
house alone, the hare empty house, with doors and win-
dows suitable, will cost vou more than siv fhousand
dollars. I state this upon good authority. 1 have taken
the estimate of a building carpenter. ¢ What Car-
“ penter 7 you will say. Why, a Long Island car-
penter, and the house to be built within a mile of
Brooklyn, or two miles of New York. And this 1s
giving you all the advantage, for here the pine is cheaper
than with you; the shingles cheaper; the lime and
stone and brick as cheap or cheaper ; the ¢lass, iron,
lead, brass and tin, all at Ealt' or a quarter of the Prairie
price: and, as to labour, if it be not cheaper here than
with you, men would do well zot to go so_far in search
of high wages!

600. Let no simple Englishman imagine, that here,
at and near New York, in this dear place, we have to
png for the boards and timber brought from a distance ;
and that you, the happy people of the land of daisies and
cowslips, can cut down your own good and noble oak
trees upon the spot, on your own estates, and turn them
into houses without any carting. Let no simple Eng-
lishman believe such idle stories as this. To dissipate
all such notions, I have only to tell him, that the Ame-
rican farmers on this island, when they have buildings
to make or repair, go and purchase the pine timber and
boards, at the very same time that they cut down their
own oak trees and cleave up and burn them as fire-
wood ! This is the universal practice in all the parts o
America that I have ever seen. What is the cause?
Pine wood is cheaper, though bought, than the oak is
without buying. 'This fact, which nobody can deny, is
a complete proof that you gain no advantage from being
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in woods, as far as building is concerned. And the
truth is, that the boards and plank, which have been
used in the Prdirie, have actually been brought from the
Wabash, charged with ten miles rough land carriage:
how far they may have come down the Wabash I can-
not tell. |

601. Thus, then, the question is settled that building
must be cheaper here than in the Hlinois. 1If, there-
fore, a house, 36 by 34 feet, cost here 6000 dollars,
what can a man get there for 1500 dollars? A mise-
rable hole, and no more. But, here are to be farm-
buildings and ell, in the 1500 dollars’ worth! A barn,
40 feet by 30, with floor, and with stables in the sides,
cannot be built for 1500 dollars, leaving out wagon-
house, corn-crib, cattle-hovels, yard fences, pig-sties, |
smoke house, and a great deal more! And yet, you
say, that all these, and a farm-house into the bargain,
all « exceedingly comfortable and convenient,” may be
had tor 1500 dollars ! y :

602. Now, you know, my dear Sir, that this is said
in the face of all America. Farmers are my readers,
They all understand these matters. They are not only
good, but impartial judges ; and I call upon you to con-
tradict, or even question, my statements, if you can,

603. Do my eyes deceive me? Or do I really see
one hundred and fifty dollars put down as the expense
of “ planting one thousand eight hundred rod of live
“fence”? That is to say, nine cents, or fourpence
halfpenny sterling e rod! What plants?  Whenee to
come? Drawn out of the woods, or first sown in a
nursery ! Is it seed to be sown? Wiere are the seeds
to comefrom? o levelling of the top of the bank;
no drill; no sowing; no keeping clean for a 'ﬁrea.r or.
two : or, all these for nine cents ¢ rod, when the same
works cost kalf a dollar a rod in England ! WL

604. Manure too! And do you really want manure
then! And, where, I pray you, are you to get manure
for 100 acres? But, supposing you to have it, do you
seriously mean to tell us that you will carry it on for
two dollars an acre* The carrying on, indeed, might
perhaps be done for that, but who pays for the filling
and for the spreading? Ah! my dear Sir, I can v::i
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imagine your feelings at putting down the item of dung-
carting, trifling as you make it appear upon paper.
You now recollect my words when 1 last had the

leasure of seeing you, in Catherine-street, a few days
gefnre the departure of us both. I then dreaded the
dung-cart, and recommended the Tullian System to
you, by which you would have the same crops every
Year, without manure ; but, unfortunately for my ad-
vice, you sincerely helieved your land would be already
too rich, and that your main difficulty would be, not to
cart on manure, but to cart off the produce !

605. After this, it appears unnecessary for me to
notice any other part of this Transalleganian romance,
which T might leave to the admiration of the Edinburgh
Reviewers, whose knowledge of these matters is quite
equal to what they have discovered as to the Fundin
System and Paper Money. But when I think of the
flocks of poor English Farmers, who are tramping
away towards an imaginary, across a real land of milk
and honey, I cannot lay down the pen, till I have no-
ticed an item or two of the produce.

606. The farmer is to have 100 acres of Indian
corn, the first year. The minds of you gentlemen who
cross the Allegany seem to expand, as it were, to cor-
respond with the extent of the horizon that opens to
your view; but, I can assure you, that if you were to
talk to a farmer on this side of the mountains of a field
of Corn of a hundred acres during the first year of a
settlement, with grassy land and hands scarce, you
would frighten him into a third-day ague. In

our Corn, however! ¢ Twenty more: kill ’em!”

othing but ploughing : no harrowing; no jmarking ;
and only a horse-hoeing, during the summer, at « dollar
an acre. 'The planting is to cost only a quarter of a
dollar an acre. The planting will cost a dollar an acre.,
The horse-hoeing in your grassy land, two dollars.
The hand-hoeing, which must be well done, or you will
“have no corn, fwo dollars; for, in spite of your teeth,
your rampant natural grass will be up before your corn,
and a man must go to @ thousand hills to do half an acre
a day. It will cost two dollars to harvest a hundred
- hushels of corn ears. So that here are about 400 dol-
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lars of expenses on the corn alone, to be added. A
irifle, to be sure, when we are looking through the
Transalleganian glass, which diminishes out-goings
and magnifies incomings. However, here are four
hundred dollars.

607. In goes the plough for wheat? * In him
“again! Twenty more!” But, this is in October,
mind. Isthe Corn off? It may be; but, where are
the four hundred wagon loads of corn stalls? A prodi-
giously fine thing is this forest of fodder, as high and
as thick as an English coppice. But, though it be of
no use to you, who have the meadows without bounds,
this coppice must be removed, if you please, before
you plongh for wheat!

608. Let us pause here, then; let us look at the
battalion, who are at work ; for, there must be little
short of a Hessian Battalion. Twenty men and twenty
horses may husk the Corn, cut and cart the stalks,
plough and sow and harrow for the wheat : twenty
two-legged and twenty four-legged animals may do the
work in the proper time ; but, if they do it, they must
work well. Here is a goodly group to look at, for an
English Farmer, without a penny in his pocket ; for
all his money is gone long ago, even according to your
own estimate ; and, here, besides the expense of cattle
and tackle, are 600 dollars, in bare wages, to be paid
in a month! You and I both have forgotten the shelling
of the Corn, which, and putting it up, will come to
50 dollars more at the least, leaving the price of the
barrel to be paid for by the purchaser of the Corn.

- 609. But, what did 1 say * Shell the Corn? It
must go into the Cribs first. It cannot be shelled i
mediately. And it must not be thrown into heaps.
It must be put into Cribs. I have had made out an’
estimate of the expense of the Cribs for ten thousand
bushels of Corn Ears : that is the crop; and the Cribs
will cost 570 dollars! Though, mind, the farmer’s
house, barns, stables, wagon-house, and all, are to cost
but 1500 dollars! But, the third year, our poor sime
pleton is to have 200 acres of corn! Twenty more :
“ kill 'em!” Another 570 dollars for Cribs ! i
~ 610. However, crops now come tambling on him
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so fast, that he must strugele hard not to be stifled
with his own superabundance. e has now got 200
acres of corn and 100 acres of’ wheat, which latter he
has, indeed, had one year before! Oh, madness! But,
to proceed. To get in these crops and to sow the
wheat, first taking away 200 acres of English coppice
in stalks, will, with the dunging for the wheat, require,
at least, fifty good men, and forty good horses or oxen,
for thirty days. Taith! when farmer Simpleton sces
all this (in his dreams 1 mean), he will think himself
a farmer of the rank of Joe, before Satan beset that
example of patience, so worthy of imitation, and so
seldom imitated. :

611. Well, but Simpleton must bustle to gez in his
wheat. [a, indeed! What can coverit, but the canopy
of heaven! A barn! It will, at two English wagon
loads of sheaves to an acre, require a barn a hundred
feet long, fifty feet wide, and twenty-three feet high
up to the eaves; and this barn with two proper fioors,
will cost more than seven thousand dollars. He will

ut it in stacks; let him add six men to his battalion
&en. He will thrash it in the field; let him add ten
more men! Let him, at once, send and press the Har-
monites into his service, and make Rarr march at
their head, for, never will he by any other means get
in the crop; and, even then, if he pay fair wages, he
will lose by it. -

612. After the crop is in and the seed sown, in the
fall, what is to become of Simpleton’s men till Corn
ploughing and planting time in the spring ! And, then,
when the planting is done, what is to become of them
till harvest time ? Is he, like Baves, in the Rehearsal,
to lay them down when he pleases, and when he
pleases make them rise up again! To hear you talk
about these crops, and, at other times to hear you ad-
vising others to bring labourers from England, one
would think you, for your own part, able, like Cap-
" mus, to make men start up out of the earth. How
would one ever have thought it possible for infatuation
like this to seize hold of a mind like yours ?

613. When I read in your Illinois Letters, that
you had prepared horses, ploughs, and other things,

£ ]
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for putting in a hundred acres of Corn in the Spring,
{nw}.&l piﬁgﬂ you! I saw all ynmf lagues, if }'ﬂfﬁmuﬁl
not see them. I saw the grass choking your plants ;
the grubs eating them; and you fretting and turnin
from the sight with all the pangs of sanguine baffl
hope. I expected you to have ten bushels, instead of
ﬁfz;, upon an acre. 1 saw your coufusion, and parti-
cipated in your mortification. From these feelines I
was happily relieved by the Journal of our friend
Huwrue, who informs the world, and our countrymen
in particular, that you had not, in July last, any Corn
at all growing! _ ;

614. Thus it is to reckon one's chickens before
they are hatched : and thus the Transalleganian dream
vanishes. You have been deceived. A warm heart,
a lively imagination, and 1 know not what caprice
about republicanism, have led you into sanguine ex-

ectations and wrong conclusions. Come, now! Con-
ess it like yourself; that is, like a man of sense and
spirit : like an honest and fair-dealing John Bull. To
~ err belongs to all men, great as well as little; but
to be ashamed to confess error, belongs only to the
latter. A '

615. Great asis my confidence in your candour, I can
however, hardly hope wholly to escape your anger
for having so decidedly condemned your publications;
but, I do hope, that you will not be so unjust as to im-

pute my conduct to any base self-interested motive, I

have no private interest, I can have no such interest
in_endeavouring to check the mad torrent towards the
West. I own nothing in these States, and never shall ;
and whether English Farmers push on into misery and
ruin, or stop here in happiness and prosperity, fo me,
as far as private interest goes, it mustbe the same. As
to the difference in our feelings and notions about coun-
try, about allegiance, and about forms of government,
this ‘may exist without any, even the smallest degree
of personal dislike. T was no hypocrite in England ;
I had no views farther than those which I pm%essed.
I wanted nothing for myselt but the fruit of my own in-
dustry and talent, and I wished nothing for my countr

but its liberties and laws, which say, that the Eeupg
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shall be fairly represented. England has been very
happy and free; ll:er greatness and renown have beem
surpassed 'bjf thosé of ne nation in the world ; her
wise, just, and merciful laws form the basis of that
freedom which we here enjoy, she has been fertile be-
yond all rivalship in men of learning and men devoted
to the cause of freedom and humanity; her people,
though proud and domineering, yield to no people in
the world i frankness, good faith, sincerity, and bene-
volence : and I cannot but know, that this state of things
has existed, and that this people has been formed, under
a government of king, lords, and commons. Havin
this powerful argument of experience before me, an
seeing no reason why the thing should be otherwise,
I have never wished for republican government in
England ; though, rather than that the ]nresent tyran-
nical oligarchy should continue to trample on king and
people, I would gladly see the whole fabric torn to
atoms, and trust to chance for something better, being
sure that nothing could be worse. But, if I am not
a republican ; if I think my duty towards England in-
defeasible ; if I think that it becomes me to abstain
from any act which shall seem to say 1 abandon her,
and especially in this her hour of distress and oppres-
sion ; and, if, in all these points, I differ from you, I
trust that to this difference no _ﬂart of the above stric-
tures will be imputed, but that the motive will be fairly
inferred from the act, and not the act imputed unfairly
to any motive. I am, my dear Sir, with great respect
for your talents as well as character, -

Your most obedient
And most humble servant,

Wu. COBBETT.
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TO
MORRIS BIRKBECK, Esq.

- OF ENGLISH PRAIRIE, ILLINOIS TERRITOR':‘(.

LETTER I1.’

North Hempstead, Long Island,
MY DEAR SIR, 15th Dec. 1818.

616. Being, when I wrote my former Letter to you
in great haste to conclude, in order that my son Wil-
liam might take it to England with him, I left unno-
ticed many things, which I had observed in your
“ Letters from the Illinois;” and which things merited
pointed notice, Some of these I will notice ; for, I
wish to discharge all my duties towards my country-
men faithfully ; and, I know of no duty more sacred,
than that of warning them against pecuniary ruin and
mental misery.

B17. It has always been evident to me, that the
Western Countries were not the countries for English
farmers to settle in: no, nor for American farmers, un-
less under peculiar circumstances. The settlers, who
have gone from the New England States, have, in ge-
neral, been able men with families of stout sons. The
contracted farm in New England sells for money
enough to buy the land for five or six farms in the
West. These farms are made by the labour of the
owners. They hire nobody. They live any how for a
while. I will engage that the laboar performed by one
stout New England family in one year, would cost an
English farmer a thousand pounds in wages. You will
say, why cannot the English labour as hard as the
Yankees ! But, mind, I talk of a family of Yankee
sons; and, besides, I have no scruple to say, that one
of these will do as much work in the clearing and
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Jencing of a farm, and in the erection of buifdi;t_gs,
ef,

as four or five English of the same age and size.

have many of the New England farmers returned.
Even they have had cause to repent of their folly.
What hope is there, then, that English farmers will
succeed ?

618. It so happens, that I have seen new settle- -
ments formed. ElJ have seen lands cleared. I have
seen crowds of people coming and squatting down in
woods or little islands, and by the sides of rivers. I
have seen the log-hut raised; the bark covering put
on; I have heard the bold language of the adventurers ;
and I have witnessed their subsequent miseries, They
were just as free as you are; for, they, like you, saw
Endsigna of the existence of any government, good or

ad.

619. New settlements, particularly at so great a
distance from all the conveniences and sweeteners of
life, must be begun by people who labour for them-
selves. Money is, in sucE a case, almost useless. It
is impossible to believe, that, after your statement
about your intended Aundred acres of Indian corn, you
~would not have had it, or, at least, a part of it, if you
could; that is to say, if money would have got it. Yet
ou had not a single square rod. Mr. HuLme, (See
.Jl'uumal, 28th July) says, in the way of reason for
your having mo crops this year, that you could pur-
chase with more economy than youw could grow! In-
deed ! what; would the Indian Corn have cost, then,
more than the price of the Corn? Untoward observa-
tion ; but pmﬁﬂ:ﬂy true, I am convinced. There is,
it is my opinion, nobody that can raise Indian Corn
or Grain at so great a distance from a market to any
profit at all with hived labour. Nay, this is too plain
a case to be matter of opinion. 1 may safely assume
it as an indisputable fact. For, it being notorious, that
Jlabour is as high priced with you as with us, and your
statement shewing that Corn is not much more than
one-third of our price, how monstrous, if you gain at
all, must be the gunsumtm.’ gains here! The rent of
the land here is a mere trifle more than it must be
there, for the cultivated part must pay rent for the
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uncultivated part. The Zabour, indeed, as all the world
* knows, is every thing. All the other expenses are not
worth speaking of “What, then, must be the gains
of the Long Island farmer, who sells his corn at
a dollar a bushel, if you, with labour, at the Long
Island price, can gain by selling Corn at the rate of
Jive bushels for two dollars ! If yours be a_fine country
for English farmers to migrate to, what must this
be? You want no manure. This cannot last lon :
and, accordingly, I see that you mean #o dung for
wheat after the second crop of Corn. This is another
of the romantic stories exposed. In Letter IV you
relate the romance of manure being wuseless ; but, in
Letter X, you tell us, that you propose to use it. Land
bearing crops without a manure, or, with new-culture °
and constant ploughing, is a romance. This I told you
i London ; and this you have found to be true.

620. It is of little consequence what wild schemes
are formed and executed by men who have property
enouch to carry them back ; but, to invite men to go to
the lﬁinnis with @ few score of pounds in their pockets,
and to tell them, that they can become farmers with
those pounds, appears to me to admit of no other
apology than an unequivocal acknowledgment, that
the inviter is mad., Yet your fifteenth Letter from the
Illinois ‘really contains” such™ an invitation, This
letter is manifestly addressed to an imaginary person,
It is clear that” the correspondent is a feigned,
or supposed, being. The letter is, I am sorry to say, -
I think, a mere trap to catch poor creatures with a
few pounds in their pockets. T will here take the liberty
to insert the whole of this letter ; and will then en- .
deavour to show the misery which it is calculated to

roduce, not only amongst English people, but amongst

ericans who may chance to read it, and who are
now living happily in the Atlantic States. The letter
is dated, 24th of February, 1818, and the following
are its words :

621. “ Dear Sir,—When a man gives advice to his
* friends, on affairs of great importance to their in-
“terest, he takes on himself a load of re onsibility,
“ from which I haye always shrunk, and generally
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¢ withdrawn. My example is very much at their ser-
“ vice, either for imitation or warning, as the case
“ may be. I must, however, in writing to you, step
« g little over this line of caution, having more than
“ onee been instrumental in helping you, not out of
« your difficulties, but from one scene of perplexity to
¢« another; I cannot help advising you to make an
« effort more, and extricate yourself and family com-
« pletely, by removing into this country.—When I
g Fast saw you, twelve months ago, T did not think
« fayourably of your prospects : it things have turned
“ out better, I shall be rejoiced to hear it, and you will
¢ not need the advice I am preparing for you. But,
« if vexation and disappointments have assailed you,
« as I feared, and you can honourably make your
«“ escape, with the means of transmitting yourself hither,
¢ aud one hundred pounds sterling to spare—don’t
« hesitate. 1n six months after 1 shall have welcomed
« you, barring accidents, you shall discover that you
«« are become rich, for you shall feel that you are in-
« dependent : and I think that will be the most delightful
« sensation you ever experienced : for, you will receive
« jt multiplied, as it were, by the number of your
« family as your troubles now are. It is not, however,
« g sort of independence that will excnse you from
« Jabour, or afford you'many luxuries, that is, costl

« Juxuries. I will state to you what I have learned,
« from a good deal of observation and inquiry, and a
« Jittle experience ; then you will form your own judg-
« ment. In the first place, the voyage. That will
¢« cost you, to Baltimore or Philadelphia, provided
. ¢ you take it, as no doubt you would, in the cheapest
« way, twelve guineas each, for a birth, fire, and
« water, for yourself and wife, and half price, or less,
« for your children, besides provisions, which you will
« furnish. Then the journey. Over the mountains to
« Pittsburgh, down the Ohio to Shawnee Town, and
« from thence to our seftlement, fifty miles north, will
« amount to five pounds sterling per head.—If you
« arrive here as early as May, or even June, another
« five Pﬂunds per head will carry you on to that point,
« where you may take your leave of dependence on any
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““ thing earthly but your own exertions.—At this time I
“ suppose you to have remaining one hundred pounds
* (borrowed probably from English friends, who rely
“ on your integrity, and who may have directed the
“ interest to be paid to me on their behalf, and the
“ principal in due season.;j—We will now, if you
¢ please, turn it into dollars, and consider how it may
; Ee disposed of. A hundred pounds sterling will go
“ a great way in dollars. With eighty dollars you will
“ enter a quarter section of land; that is, you will
“ purchase at the land-office one hundred and sixty
““ acres, and pay one-fourth of the purchase money, and
“ looking to the land to reward your pains with the
“ meansof  discharging the other three-fourths as they
“ become due, in two, three, and four years.—You will
““ build a house with fifty dollars; and you will find it
‘¢ extremely comfortable and convenient, as it will be
‘ really and truly yours, Two horses will cost, with
“ harness and plough, one hundred. —Cows, and hogs,
“ and seed corn, and fencing, with other expenses, will
‘“ require the remaining two hundred and ten dollars.—
“ This beginning, humble as it appears, is affluence
‘“ and splendour, compared with the original outfit of
“ settlers in general. Yet no man remains in poverty,
* who possesses even moderate industry and economy,

“ and especially of time.—You would of course bring

*“ with you your sea-bedding and store of blankets, for
“ you will need them on the Ohio; and you should
- 'reave England with a good stock of wearing apparel.
“ Your laggage must be composed of light articles,
“on account of the costly land-carriage from the
‘ Eastern port to Pittsburgh, which will be from seven
“to ten dollars per 100 lbs. nearly sixpence sterling
““ per pound. A few simple medicines of good quality
¢ are indispensable, such as calomel, bark in powder,
“ castor eil, calcined magnesia, laudanum ; they may
“be of the greatest importance on the voyage and
“ Journey, as well as after your arrival—Change of
* climate and situation will ‘produce temporary indis-
* position, but with prompt and judicious treatment,
“ which is happily of the most simple kind, complaints
*‘ 10 which new comers are liahle are seldom dangerous
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“ or difficult to overcome, provided due regard has
““been had to salubrity in the choice of their settle-
‘“ment, and to diet and accommodation after their
“ arrival.

“ With best regards, I remain, &c.”

622. Now, my dear Sir, your mode of address, in
this letter, clearly shews that you have in your eye a
person above the level of common labourers. The
words * Dear Sir” indicate that you are speaking to a
Jriend, or, at least, to an intimate acquaintance ; of
course to a person, who has not been brought up in the
habits of kard labour. And such a person it is, whom
you advise aund press to come to the Illinois with a
hundred pounds in his pocket to become a farmer !

623. 1 will pass over the expenses previous to this
unfortunate man and his family’s arriving at the Prairies,
though those expenses will be double the amount that you
state them at. But he arrives with 450 dollars in his

ket. Of these he is to pay down 80 for his land, -
eaving three times that sum to be paid afterwards. He
has 370 left. And now what is he to do? He arrives
in May. So that this family has to cross the sea in
winter, and the land in spring. There they are, how-
ever, and now what are they to do? They are to have
built for 50 dollars a house “ EXTREMELY COM-
“FORTABLE AND CONVENIENT:’—the very
words that you use indescribing the farmer’s house, that
was to cost, with out-buildings, 1500 dollars! How-
ever, you have described your own cabin, whence we
may gather the meaning which you attach to the word
comfortable. * This cabin is built of round straight
““ logs, about a foot in diameter, laying upon each other,
““ and notched in at the corners, forming a room eighteen
“ feet long by sixteen; the intervals between the logs
‘ ¢ chunked,’ that is, filled in with slips of wood; and
- “ mudded,” that is, daubed with a plaister of mud; a
“ spacious chimney, built aiso of logs, stands like a
““ bastion at one end ; the roofis well covered with four
“ hundred ¢ clap boards’ of cleft oak, very much like
““ the pales usecF in England for fencing parks. A hole
“is cut through the side called, very properly, the
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“ “through,’ for which there is a ¢shutter,’ made also of
“ cleft oak, and hung on wooden hinges. All this has
“ been executed by contract, and well executed, for
*“ twenty dollars. 1 have since added ten dollars to the
* cost, for the luaury of a floor and ceiling of sawn
“ boards, and it is now a comfortable habitation.”

624. In plain words, this is a log-hut, such as the
free negroes live in about here, and a hole it is, fit only
for dogs, or hogs, or cattle. Worse it is than the negro
huts; for they have a bit of glass; but here is none.
This miserable hole, black with smoke as it always must
be, and without any window, costs, however, 30 dollars.
And yet this English acquaintance of yours is to have
“ a house extremely emr%rtabﬂe and convenient for fifty
“ dollars.” TPerhaps his 50 dollars might get him a
hut, or hole, a few Eeet longer and divided into two dens,
So that here is to be cooking, wasking, eating, and
sleeping all in the same “ extremely convenient and
“ comfortable” hole! And yet, my dear Sir, you find
fault of the want of cleanliness in the Americans! You
have not seen “ the Americans.” You have not seen
the nice, clean, neat houses of the farmers in this Island,
in New England, in the Quaker counties of Pennsyl-
vania. You have seen nothing but the smoke-dried
Ultra-montanians; and your project seems to be to
make the deluded English who may follow you rivals in
the attainment of the tawny colour. What is this family
to do in their 50 dollar den? Suppose one or more of
them sick! How are the rest to sleep by night or to
eat by day?

625. However, here they are, in this miserable
place, with the ship-bedding, and without even a bed-
stead, and with 130 dollars gone in land and house.
Two horses and harness and plough are to cost 100
dollars ! 'These, like the hinges of the door, are all to
be of wood I suppose; for as to flesh and blood and
bones in the form of two horses for 100 dollars, is
impossible, to say nothing about the plongh and
harness, which would cost 20 dollars of the money.
Perhaps, however, you may mean some of those horses,
ploughs and sets of harness, which, at the time when yon
wrote this letter, you had all ready waiting for the
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spring to put in your hundred acres of corn that was
never put in at all! However, let this pass too. Then
there are 220 dollars left, and these are to provide
cows, hogs, seed, corn, fencing, and other expenses.
Next come two cows (poor ones) 24 dollars; hogs, 15
dollars ; seed corn, 5 dollars; fencing, suppose 20 acres
only, in four plots, the stuff brought from the woods
nearest adjoining. Iere are 360 rods of fencing, and,
it it be done so as to keep out a pig, and to keepin a
i:ig, or a horse or cow, for less than half a dollar a rod,
will suffer myself to be made into smoked meat in the
extremely comfortable house. Thus, then, here are
213 out of the 220 dollars, and this happy settler has
seven. whole dollars left for all ¢ other expenses;”
amongst which are the cost of cooking utensils, plates,
knives and forks, tables, and stools ; for, as to fable-cloths
and chairs, those are luxuries unbecoming  simple
“ republicans.” But, there must be a pot to boil in;
or, is that too much ? May these republicans have a
washing tub ? Perhaps, indeed, it will become unne-
cessary in a short time ; for, the lice will have eaten up
the linen; and, besides, perhaps, real independence
means stark-nakedness. DBut, at any rate, the hogs
must have a trough; or, are they to eat at the same
hoard with the family? Talking of eating puts me in
mind of a great article; for what are the family to eat
during the yjear and more before their land can produce ?
For even if they arrive in May, they can have no crop
that year. Why, they must graze with the cows in the
Prairies, or snuggle with the hogs in the woods. An
oven! Childish effeminacy! Oh! unleavened bread
for your life. Bread, did 1 say! Where is the * inde-
“ pendent” family to get bread? Oh! no! Grass and
Acorns and Roots! and, God be praised, you have
lenty of water in your wells, though, perhaps, the
amily, with all their * independence,” must be com-
pelled to depend on your leave to get it, and fetch it half
a mile into H]E bargain. | |
626. To talk seriously upon such a subject is im-
ossible, without dealing in terms of reprobation, which
it would give me great Jya.in to employ when ;reaking of
any act of yours, Indeed such a family will be free;
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but, the Indians are free, and so are the gypsies in
England. And I most solemnly declare, that I would
sooner live the life of a gypsy in England, than be a
settler, with less than five thousand pounds, in the Iili-
nois; and, if I had the five thousand pounds, and was
resolved to exchange England for America, what in the
name of common sense, should induce me to go into a
wild country, when I could buy a good farm of 200
acres, with fine orchard and good house and out-build-
ings, and stock it completely, and make it rich as a
garden, within twenty miles of a great sea-port, af-
fording me a ready market and a high price for every
article of my produce ?

627. You have, by this time, seen more than you
had seen, when you wrote your ‘ Letters from the
“ linois.”  You would not, I'am convinced, write such
letters now. But, lest you should not do it, ‘it is right
that somebody should counteract their delusive effects;
and this I mgﬂavuur to do as much for the sake of this
country as for that of my own countrymen. For a good
while I remained silent, hoping that few people would
be deluded ; but when I heard, that an old friend, and
brother sportsman; a sensible, honest, frank, and
friendly man, in Ozxfordshire, whom I will not name,
had been seized with the Illinois madness, and when I
recollected, that he was one of those, who came to visit
me wn prison, I could no longer hold my tongue : for, if
a man like him; a man of his sound understanding,
could be carried away by your representations, to what
an extent must the rage have gone ! |

628. Mr. Hurxe visited you with the most friendly
feelings. He agrees with you perfectly as to notions
about forms of government.” He wished to give a good
account of your proceedings. His account is favour-
able ; ‘but his faets, which I am sure are true, let out
what I could not have known for certainty from any
other quarter. However, I do not care a farthing for
the degrees of goodness or of badness; I say all new
countries are all badness for English farmers. 1 say,
that their place is near the great cities on the coast ;
and that every step they go beyond forty miles from
those cities is a step too far. They want freedom : they
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have it here. They want good land, good roads, good
markets : they have them all here. What should they
run rambling about a nation-making for? What haye
they to do about extending dominion and taming the
“wilderness'”  If they speculate upon becoming
founders of republics, they will, indeed, do well to get
out of the reach of rivals. If they have a thirst for
power, they will naturally seek to-be amongst the least
informed part of mankind. But, if the only want to
keep their property and live well, they will take up their
abode on this side of the mountains at least,

629. The grand ideas about the extension of the
empire of the United States are of very questionable
soundness: and they become more questionable from
being echoed by the Edinburgh Reviewers, a set of the
meanest politicians that ever touched pen and paper.
Upon any great question, they never have been right,
even by accident, which is very hard! The rapid ex-
tension of seltlements to the West of the mountains, is,
in my opinion, by no means favourable to the duration
of the present happy Union. The conquest of Canada
would Eave been as dangerous ; but not more dnngemus,
A nation is never so strong and so safe as when its ex-
treme points feel for each other as acutely as each feels
for itself’; and this never can be when all are not e ually
exposed to every danger; and especially when all the
parts have not the same interests. In case of a war
with England, what would become of your market down
the Mississippi ? That is your sole market. That way
your produce must go ; or you must dress yourself in
skins and tear your food to hits with your hands. Yet
that way your produce could not go, unless this nation
were to keep up a Navy equal to that of England. De-
fend the country against mvaders I know the people
always will ; but, I am not sure, that they will like in-
ternal taxes sufficient to rear and suﬁpurt a Navy suffi-
cient to clear the gulf of Mexico of' English squadrons.
In short, it is my decided opinion, that the sooner the
banks of the Ohio, the Wabash, and the Mississip;;i,
are prefty thickly settled, the sooner the Union
will Ee pl‘:!.eed in jeopardy. Ifa war were to break
out with England, even in a few years, the lands
of which the Mississippi js the outlet would lose a great
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part of their value. Who does not see in this fact a
oreat cause of disunion? On this side the mountains,
there are twelve hundred miles of coast to blockade ;
but you, gentlemen Prairie owners, are like a rat that
has {mt one hole to go out and to come in at. You ex-
press your deep-rooted attachment to your adopted
country, and [ am sure you are sincere ; but, still I may
be allowed to doubt, whether you would cheerfully wear
bear-skins, and gnaw your meat off the bones for the
sake of any commercial right that the nation might go to
war about. I know that you would not sfarve; for coffee
and tea are not necessary to man’s existence; but, you
would like to sell your flour and pork, and would be
very apt to discover reasons against a war that would
prevent you from selling them.” You appear to think it
very wicked in the Atlantic People to feel little eager-
ness in promoting the increase of population to the
Westward ; but, you see, that, in this want of such
eagerness, they may be actuated by a real love for their
country. For my part, 1 think it would have been good
olicy in the Congress not to dispose of the Western
nds at all; and I am sure it would have been an act |
of real charity. -

630. Having now performed what I deemed my
duty towards my countrymen, and towards this country
too, I will conclude my letter with a few observations,
relative to mills, which may be of use to you ; for, I
know, that you will go on ; and, indeed, I most sincerely
wish you all the success that you can wish yourself,
without doing harm to others.

6381. You have no mill streams near you; and you
are about to erect a wind-mill. Man is naturally prone
to call to his aid whatever will save his bones labour.
The water, the wind, the fire: any thing that will kelp
him, Caittle of some sort or other were, for a long
while, his great resource. But, of late, water-powers,
wind-powers, fire-powers. And, indeed, wondrous
things have been performed by machines of this kind.
The water and tge wind do nof eat, and require no

oming. But, it sometimes happens, that, when all
things are considered, we resort to these grand powers |
without any necessity for it; and that we forget how
easily we could do the thing we want dune, with our own
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hands. The story, in Peregrine Pickle, about the
Mechanic, who had invented a water machine to eyt off
the head of a cabbage, hardly surpassed the reality in
the case of the machine, brought out in England, some
years ago, for reaping wheat ; nor is it much less ridi-
culous to see people going many miles with grist to a
mill, which grist they might so easily erind at home,
The hand-miﬁs, used in England, wuuﬂl %‘e invaluable
with you, for a while, at least.

632. But, it is of a mill of more general utility, that I
am now about to speak to you; and, I seriously recoms
mend it fo your consideration, as well as to other persons
similarly situated,

633. At Botley I lived surrounded by water-mills
and wind-mills, “There were eight or ten within five
miles of me, and one at two hundred yards from m
house.  Still I thought, that it was a brutal sort of thing
to be obliged to send twice to a mill, with all the uncer-
tainties of the business, in order to have a sack of wheat
or of barley ground. I sent for a millwright, and,
after making all the calculations, I resolved to haye a
mill in my farm yard, to grind for myself, and to sell
my wheat in the shape of flour. [ had the mill erected
in a pretty little barn, well floored with oak, and stand-
ing upon stones with caps: so that no rats or mice
could annoy me. The mill was o he moved by korses,
for which, to shelter them from the wet, I had a shed
with a circular roof erected on the outside of the barn,
Under this roof, aswell as [ recollect, there was a large
wheel, which the horses turned, and a bar, going from
that wheel, passed through into the barn, and there it
put the whole machinery in motion. |

634. I have no skill in mechanies. I do not, and
did not, know one thing from another by its nanie, Al
[ looked to was the g‘gect ; and this was complete, [
had excellent flour. "All my meal was ground at home,
I was never bothered with sending to the mill. My ears
were never after dinned with complaints about fad Sflour
and heavy bread. 1t was the prettiest, most convenient,
and most valuable thing I hadpupcm my farm. It was,
I "think, put up in 1816, and this was one of the plea
sures, from wﬁich the Borough-vyillains (God cnnlguud
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them !) drove me in 1817. I think it cost me about «
hundred pounds. 1 forget, whether 1 had sold any
flour from it to the Bakers. But, independent of that,
it was very valuable. I think we ground and dressed
about forty bushels of wheat in a day; and, we used
to work at it on wet days, and when we could not work
in the fields. 'We never were stopped by want of wind
- or water. The horses were always ready ; and I know,
that our grinding was done at one half the expense at
which it was done by the millers.

635. The farmers and millers used to say, that I
saved mothing by my mill. Indeed, gain was not my
object, except in convenience. - 1 hated the sudden calls
for going to the mill. They produced irregularity ;
and, besides, the millers were not more honest than
other people. Their mills contained all sorts of grain;
and, in their confusion, we sometimes got bad flour from
good wheat; an accident that never happened to us
after we got our own mill. But, as to the gain, I have
just received a letter from my son, informing me, that
the gentleman, a farmer born and bred, who rents my
farm in my absence, sells no wheat ; that he grinds all ;
that he selis flour all round the country ; and that this
flour is preferred before that of the millers. 1 was
quite delighted o hear this news of my little mill. It
awakened many recoliections ; and I immediately
thought of communicating the facts to the public, and
particularly to you.

636. You will observe, that my farm is situated in
the midst of mills. So that, you may be sure, that the
things answers, or it would not be carried on. If it
were not attended with gain, it would not be put in
motion. I was convinced, that any man might grind
cheaper with a horse-mill than with a water or wind-
mill, and now the fact is proved. For, observe, the mill
costs nothing for scife ; it occupies a very small space ;
it is independent of wind and water ; no floods or gales
can affect it.

637. Now, then, if such a mill be preferable to wind
or water-mills in a place where both abound, how useful
must it be in a situation like yours? Such a mill would
amply supply about three hundred families, if kept con=
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stantly at work. And then, it is so much more con-
venient than a windmill. A windmill s necessarily a
most unhandy thing. The grain has to be hanled up
and the flour let down. The building is a place of zo
capacity ; and, there is great danger attending the ma-
nagement of it. My project is merely a neat, close
barn, standing upon “stones that rats and mice cannot
creep up. The wagon comes to_ the door, the sacks
are handed in and out; and every thing is so con-
venient and easily performed, that if is a pleasure to
behold it. '

638. About the construction of the mill I know
nothing. 1 know only the effect, and that it is worked
by horses, in the manner that I have described. I had
no Miller. My Bailiff, whom I had made a Bailiff out
of a Carpenter, I turned into- a Miller; or, rather, I
made him look after the thing. Any of the men, how-
ever, could do the millering very well, Any of them
could make beiter flowr than the water and wind-millers
used to make for us.  So that there is no mystery in the
matter.

639. This country abounds in excellent millwrights.
The best, I dare say, in the world ; and, if I were settled
here as a farmer in a large way, I would soon have a
little mill, and send away my produce in flour instead
of wheat. If a farmer has to send Jrequently to the
mill, (and that he must do, if he have a great quantity
of stock and a large family,) the very expense of send-
ing will pay for a mill in two or three years.

640, shall be glad if this piece of information
should be of use to any body, and particularly if it
should be of any use in the Prairies; for, God knows,
you will have plague enough without sending to mill,
which is, of itself, no small plague ever in a Christian
country. About the same strength that turns a threshing
machine, turned my mill. I can give no information
about the construction. I know there was a hopper and
stones, and that the thing made a clinking noise like the
water-mills. 1 know that the whole affair occupied but
a small space. My barn was about forty feet long and

eighteen feet wide, and Lht-;Qmill stood at one end of it.
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The man who made it for me, and with whom I made
a bargain in writing, wanted me to agree to a specifica-
tion of the tking“:gbul I declined having any thing to
do with cogs and wheels, and persisted in stipulating for
effects. And these were, that with a certain force of
horses, it was to make so much fine flour in so 101* a
time; and this bargain he very faithfully fulfilled. The
price was I think seventy pounds, and the putting u
and altogether made the amount about a hundre
pounds. There were no heavy timbers in any part of
the thing. There was pot a bit of wood, in any Em
of the construetion, so big as my thigh. The whole
thing might have been carried away, all at once, very
conveniently, in one of my wagons. -
641. There is another thing, which I beg leave to
recommend to your attention; and that is, the use of
the’ Broom-Corn Stalks as thatch. The coverings of
barns and other out-houses with skingles makes them
fiery hot in summer, so that it is dangerous to be at
work in making mows near them in very hot weather.
The heat they cause in the upper parts of houses,
though there be a ceiling under them is intolerable. In
the very hot weather 1 always bring my bed down to
the ground-floor. Thatch is cool. Cool in summer
and warm in winter. Its inconveniences are danger
Jrom fire and want of durability. The former is no
great deal greater than that of shingles. The latter
may be wholly removed by the use of the Broom-Corn
Stalks. In England a good thatch of wheat-straw will last
twelve or fifteen years. If this straw be reeded, as they
do it in the counties of Dorset and Devon, it will last
thirty years; and it is very beautiful. The little town
of Cunarmourn, which is all thatched, is one of the
prettiest places I ever saw. What beautiful thatching
might be made in this country, where the straw is so
sound and so clean! A Dursetaﬁ_ire thatcher might, upon

this very island, make himself a decent fortune in a few

years. They do cover barns with straw here sometimes;
but how one of our thatchers would laugh at the work !
Let me digress here, for a moment, to ask you if you
haye got a sow-spayer? We have no such ‘man here.



Part Ifl.} Mozrris Brakseck, Eso. 339

What a loss arises from this! What a plague it is. We
cannot keep a whole farrow of pigs, unless we breed
from all the sows! They go away : they plague us to
death, Many a man in England, now as poor as an
owlet, would (it he kept from the infernal drink)
become rich here in a short time. These sow-gelders,
as they call them, swarm in England. Any clown of a
fellow follows this calling, which is hardly two degrees
above rat-catching and mole-catching : and yet there i
no such person here, where swine are so numerous, and
where so many millions are fatted for exportation
Itis very strange !

642, To return to the thatching : Straw is not so
durable as one could wish : besides, in very high winds,
it is liable, if not reeded, to be ruffed a good deal ; and
the reeding, which is almost like counting the straws
one by one, is expensive, In England we sometimes
thatch with reeds, which in Ham pshire, are called spear.
This is an aquatic plant. Tt grows in the water, and
Will grow no where else. When stout it is of the
thickness of a small cane at the bottom, and is about
four or five feet long. 1 have seen a thatch of it, which,
with a little patching, had lasted upwards of fifty years.
In gentlemen’s gardens, there are sometimos hedges
or screens made of these reeds. They last, if well put
up, half a century, and are singularly neat, while they

¥ the wind much better than aling or walls,
muse there is no eddy proceeding from their repul-
sion. - They are generally put round those parts of the
garden where the hot-beds are.

643. Now, the Broom-Corn far surpasses the reeds
in all respects. I intend, in my Book on Gardening,
to give a full account of the applicability of this plant
to garden-uses both bere and in England ; for, as to the
reeds, they can seldom be had, and a screen of them
comes, in most parts of England, to more mones than
@ paling of oak. But, the Broom-Corn! W‘gat an
usetul thing! What quantities upon an acre of land
Ten feet high, and more durable than reeds ! The
seed-stems, with a. bit of the stem of the plant, make
the brooms, These, I h&ar, are now sent to England,

2
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I have often talked of it in England as a good traffic.
We here sweep stables and streets with what the
English sweep their carpets with! You can buy as
good a broom at New York for eightpence sterling as
you can buy in London for five shillings sterling, and
the freight cannot exceed twopence or threepence, if
sent without handles. 1 bought a clothes-brush, an
Emnglish clothes-brush, the other day for three shillings
sterling. 1t was made of a farthing’s worth of alder
wood and of half a farthing’s worth of Broom-Corn.
An excellent brush. Better than bristles. I have
Broom-Corn and Seed-Stems enough to make fifty
thousand such brushes. I really think I shall send it
to England. It is now lying about my barn, and the
chickens are living upon the seeds. This plant demands
greater heat even than the Indian Corn. It would
hardly ripen its seed in England. Indeed it would not.
Bat, if well managed, it would produce a prodigious
crop of materials for reed-hedges and thatch. It is of
a substance (1 mean the main stalk) between that of a
cane and that of a reed. It has joints precisely like
those of the canes, which you may have seen the Bo-
roughmonger’s sons and footmen strut about with, called
bamboos. The seed-stalks, which make the brooms and
brushes, might not get so mature in England as to be so
good as they are here for those uses: but, I have no
doubt, that, in any of the warm lands in Surrey, or
Kent, or Hampshire, a man might raise upon an acre
a crop worth several hundred pounds. The very stout
stalks, if properly harvested and applied, would last
nearly as long as the best hurdle rods. What beautiful
screens they would make in gardens and pleasure
grounds! Ten feet long, and straight as a gun stick !
1 shall send some of the seed to England this year, and
cause a trial to be made ; and I will, in my Gardening
Book, give full instructions for the cultivation. Of this
book, which will be published soon, I would, if you
lived in this world, send you a copy. These are the
best uses of maritime intercourse: the interchange of
plants, animals, and improvements of all sorts. I am
doing my best to repay this country for the protection -
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which it has given me against our indemnified tyrants.
“ Cobhet’s pigs and Swedish turnips” will be talked
of long after the bones of Ellenborough, Gibbs, Sid-
mouth, Castlereagh and Jenkinson will be rotten, and
their names forgotten, or only remembered when my
“trash ” shall.

644. This is a rambling sort of Letter. I now come
back to the Broom-Corn for thatch. Sow it in rows
about five feet asunder; or, rather, on ridges, a fooi
wide at the top, with an interval of five feet; let the
plants stand all over this foot wide, at about three inches
apart, or less. Keep the plants clear of weeds by a
couple of weedings, and plough well between the ridges
three or four times during the summer. This will make
the plants grow tall, while their closeness to each dther
will make Eem small in thickness of stem or stalk. [t
will bring them to about the thickness of fine large reeds
in England, and to about twice the length; and, I will
engage, that a large barn may be covered, by a good
thatcher, with the stalks, in #wo days, and that the
covering shall last for fifty years. (EJ'nl}' think of the
price of shingles and nails! Only think of the cost of
tiles in England! Only think of the expense of draw-
ing or of reeding straw in England! Only think of
going into the water to collect reeds in England, even
where they are to be had at all, which is in a very few
places! '}he very first thing that 1 would do, if I were
to settle in a place where I had buildings to erect, would
be to sow some Broom-Corn; that is to say, sow some
roofs. What a fine thing this would be upon the farms
in England ! What a convenient thing for the cottagers!
Thatch for their pretty little houses, for their sties, for
their fuel-house, their cow-shed ; and brooms into the
bargain ; for, though the seed would not ripen, and
though the broom-part would not be of the best quality,
it would be a thousand times better than heath. The
seed might be sent from this country, and, though the
Borough-villains would fax it, as their rapacious system
does LVEN THE SEEDS OF TREES; yet, a
small quantity of seed would suffice.

645. As an orramental plant nothing equals this.
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aggregate of individual injury that makes up national
injury : it is the aggregate of individual resentment that
makes up national resentment. National resentment is
absolutely necessary to the preducing of redress for
oppression ; and, therefore, to say that individual resent-
ment is wrong, is to say, that there ought to be no
redress for oppression : it is, in short, to pass a sen-
‘tence of never-ending slavery on all mankind. Some
Local Militiamen; young fellows who had been com-
pelled to become soldiers, and who had no knowled
of military discipline ; who had, by the Act of Parlia-
ment, been promised a guinea each before they marched;
who had refused to march because the guinea had not
been wholly paid them ; some of these young men, these
mere boys, had, for this mutiny, as it was called, been
flogged at Ely in Cambridgeshire, under a guard of
German bayonets and sabres. At this I expressed my
indignation in the strongest terms; and, for doing this,
I was put for fwo years into a gaol along with men con-
victed of unnatural crimes, robbery, and under charge
of murder, and where AsrLer was, who was under sen-
tence of death. 'To this was added a fine of a thousand
pounds sterling ; and, when the two years should ex-
pire, bonds for the peace and good behaviour for seven
years! 'The seven years are not yet expired. I will
endeavour to be of ¢ good behaviour” for the short
space that is to come ; and, I am sure, I have behaved
well for the past ; for never were seven years of such
efficient exertion seen in the life of any individual.
647. The tyrants are hard pushed now. The Bank
Notes are their only ground to stand on ; and that ground
will be moved from under them in a little time. Sirange
changes since you left England, short as the time has
been! 1 am fully of opinion, that my four years which
1 gave the system at my .coming away, will see the end
of it. 'There can be no more war carried on by them.
I see they have had Baring, of Loan-notoriety at the
Holy Alliance-Congress. He has been stipulating for
a supply of paper-money. They should have got my
consent to let the paper-money remain ; for, £ can destroy
it whenever I please. All sorts of projects are on foot.
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POSTSCRIPT,

RUTA BAGA: or, SWEDISH TURNIP.

To tne Epitor oF THE NEw York Evexinc Posrt.

Hyde Park, Long-Island,
SIR, 3d Jan. 1819.

649. My publications of last year, on the amount of
the crops of Ruta Baga, were, by many persons, con-
sidered romantic; or, at best, a good deal strained. 1
am happy, therefore, to be able to communicate to the
public, through your obliging columns, a letter {rom an
American farmer on the subject. You may remember,
if you did me the homour to read my Treatise on the
cultivation ot this root (in Part I. n{ the Year’s Resi-
dence), that I carried the amount of my best Botley-
crops no higher than one thousand three hundred bushels
to the acre. The following interesting letter will, I
think, convince every one, that I kept, in all iny state-
ments, below the mark. Here we have an average
weight of roots of sixv pounds and a half.

650. I beg Mr. Towxsexp to accept of my best
thanks” for his letter, which has given me very great
satisfaction, and which will, T am sure, be of great use
in promoting the cultivation of this valuable root.

651. Many gentlemen have written to me with re-.
gard to the mode of preserving the Ruta Baga. I have,
in the SECOND PART of my Year’s Residence,
which will be published at New York, in a few days,
given a very full account of this matter.

I am, Sir, your most humble
And most obedient Servant,

Wx, COBBETT.
Q5
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DFEAR SIR, ] New York, Dec, 30, 1818.

. 652. I raxe the liberty of sending to you the follow-
ing experiments upon the culture of your Ruta Baga,
made Ey my uncie, Isaac Townsend, Esq. of Orange
County, in this State. The seeds were procured from
your stock, and the experiments, 1 think, will tend to
corroborate the sentiments which you have so laudably
and so successfully inculcated on the subject of this
interesting article of agriculture.

653. A piece of strong dry loam ten feet square on
the N.E. side of a mountain in Moreau township,
Orange County, was thoroughly cleared of stones, and
dug up twelve inches deep, on the 10th of June last; it
was then covered by a mixture of ten bushels of char-
coal dust and twenty bushels of black swamp mould,
which was well harrowed in. About the 9th of July it
was sown with your Ruta Baga in drills of twenty inches
apart, the turnips being ten inches distant from each
other. They came up 1Iizm.urlly and were weeded out on
the 10th of August. On the 15th of August a table-
spoonful of ashes was put round every turnip, which
operation was repeated on the 20th of September. The
ground was kept perfectly clean through the whole sea-
son.  Six seeds of the common turnip were by accident
dropped into the patch, and received the same atten-
tion as the rest. These common turnips weighed two
pounds a piece. The whole yield of the Ruta Baga
was three bushels, each turnip weighing from -four
to eight pounds. The roots penetrated about twelve
itﬁches into the ground, although the season was remark-
ably dry.

654. {i piece of rich, moist, loamy land, containing
four square rods, was ploughed twice in June, and the
seeds of your Ruta Baga sown on the 4th of July in
broad cast, and kept clean through the season. This
patch produced twenty-five bushels of turnips, each
turnip weighing from four to nine pounds. This, you
perceive, is at the enormous rate of 1000 bushels an
acre! : '
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SECOND POSTSCRIPT.

FEARON’S FALSHOODS,

To tnz Eprror or toe NATIONAL ADVOCATE.

SIR, - Hyde Park, Jan. 9th, 1819.

656. Berore I saw your paper of the day before
yesterday, giving some extracts from a book published
in England by one Fearon, I had written part of the
following article, and had prepared to semF it home as
part of a Register, of which I send one every week,
Your paper enabled me to make an addition fo the
article; and, in the few words below, I have this day
sent the whole off to be published in London. If you
think it worth inserting, I beg you to have the goodness
to give it a place; and I beg the same favour at the
hands of all those editors who may have published
Fearon’s account of what he calls his visit to me.

' I am, Sir,
Your most obedient,
And most humble Servant,

Wu. COBBETT.

657. There is, I am told, one Frarowx, who has gone
home and written and published a book, abusing this
country and its people in the grossest manner. 1 only
hear of it by letter. I hear, also, that he speaks of me
as if he knew me. 1 will tell you how far he knew me:
I live at a country house 20 miles from New York.
One morning, in the summer of 1817, a young man
came into the hall, and introduced himself to me under
the name of Fearox, The following I find about him
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in my journal:—* A Mr, Frarox came this morning
“ and had breakfast with us. Told us an odd story
¢ about having slept in a black woman’s hut last night
“ for sixpence, though there are excellent taverns at
“ every two miles along theroad. Told us a still odder
“ story about his being an envoy from a host of jamilies
“ in London, to look ont for a place of settlement in
“ America; but he took special care nof o name any
“ one of those families, though we asked him to do it.
“ We took him, at first, for a sort of spy. William
¢ thinks he is a shopkeeper’s clerk; I think he has
“ been a tailor. I observed that he carried his elbow
« elose to his sides, and his arms, below the elbow, in
“ a horizontal position. It came out that he had been
¢ with Bucuanan, Castlereagh’s consul at New York ;
“ but it is too ridiculous; such a thing as this cannot
“ be a spy; he can get access nowhere but to taverns
“ and boarding houses.” :

658. This note now stands in my journal or diary of
22d August 1817. I remember that he asked me some
very silly questions about the prices.of land, cattle, and
other things, which I answered very shortly. He asked
my advice about the families emigrating, and the very
words I uttered in answer were these :—* Every thing
“ | can say, in such a case, is to discourage the enter-
¢ prize. If Englishmen come here, let them come
“ individually, and sit down amongst the natives: no
¢ other plan is rational.”

659. What I have heard of this man since, is, that he
spent his time, or great part of it, in New York, amongst
the idle and dissolute young Englishmen, whose laziness
and extravagance had put them in a state to make them
uneasy, and to make them unmoticed by respectable
people. That country must be bad, to be sure, which
wauld not give them ease and abundance without labour
or economy.

660. Now, what can such a man know of America?
He has not kept house; he has had no being in any
neighhourhood ; he has never had any circle of acquaint-
ances amongst the people; he has never been a guest
under any of their roofs; he knows nothing of their
manners or their characters; and how can such a man
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be a judge of the effects of their institutions, civil, poli
tical, or religious ?

661, I have no doubt, however, that the reviews and
newspapers, in the pay of the Boroughmongers, will do
their best to propagate the falshoods contained in this
man’s book. But what would you say of the people of
America, if they were to affect to believe what the French
General said ng the Een le of England? This man, in
a book which he published in France, said, that all the

* English married women got drunk, ard swore like

troopers; and that all the young women were strum-
pets, and that the greater part of them had bastards
before they were married. Now, if the people of Ame-
rice were to affect to believe this, what should we say of
them? Yet, thisis just as#rue as this Fearox’s account
of the people of America.

662. Asto the facts of this man’s visit to me, my son
‘William, who is, by this time, in London, ean and will
vouch for their truth at any time, and, if necessary,
to Fearon’s face, if Fearon has a face which he dares
show.

663. Since writing the above, the New York papers
have brought me a specimen of Mr. Fearox’s perform-
ance. I shall notice only his account of his visit z0 me.
It is in the following words : ;

664. *“ A Visit to Mr. Cobbett.—Upon arriving at
‘“ Mr. Cobbett's gate, my feelings, in walking alon
‘“ the path which led to the residence of this celebrate
‘“ man are difficult fo describe, The idea of a person
¢ self-banished, leading an isolated life in a oreign
“ land; a path rarely trod, fences in ruins, the gate
“ broken, a house mouldering to decay, added to much
““ awkwardness of feeling on my part, calling upon an
“ entire stranger, produced in my mind feelings of
“ thoughtfulness and melancholy. T would fain aimost
** have returned without entering the wooden mansion,
“ imagining that its possessor would exclaim, ¢ What
i intrudin% fellow is here coming to break in upon m
‘““ pursuits ¥’  But these difficulties ceased almost wi
“ their existence. A female servant (an English wo-
“ man) informed me that her master was from home,
‘ attending at the county court. Her language was
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¢ patural enough for a person in her situation, she
¢ pressed me to walk in, being quite certain that 1 was
“ her countryman ; and she was so delighted to see an
“ Enmglishman, instead of those nasty guessing Yankees.
“ Following my guide through the kitchen, (the floor
¢ of which, she asserted, was imbedded with two feet
“ of dirt when Mr. Cobbett came there—it had been
¢ previously in the occupation of Americans) 1 was
¢ conducted to a front' parlour, which contained but
“a single chair and several trunks of sea-clothes.
“ Mr. Cobbett’s first question on seeing me was, ¢ Are
“ you an American, Sir !’ then, ¢ What are my ob-~
“ jects in the United States? Was I acquainted with
¢ the friends of liberty in London? How long had I
“left?’ kc. He was immediately familiar. I was
« pleasingly disappointed with the general tone of his
 manners. Mr Cobbett thinks meanly of the Ameri-
“ can people, but spoke highly of the economy ot their
“ government.—He does not advise persons in respec-
““ table circumstances to emigrate, even in the present
« state of England. In his opinion a family who can
“ barely live upon their property, will more consult
¢ their happiness by not removing to the United States.
“ He almost laughs at Mr. Birkbeck’s settling in the
“ western country. This being the first time 1 had seen
¢ this well-known character, 1 viewed him with no or-
“ dinary degree of interest. A print by Bartolozzi,
“ executed in 1801, converys a correct outline of his
“ person. His eyes are small, and pleasingly good
« natured. To a French gentleman present, he was
“ attentive; with his sons, familiar ; to his servants,
“ easy, but to all,in his tone and manner, resolute
“ and determined. Ife feels no hesitation in praising
“ himself, and evidently believes that he 1s eventually
« destined to be the Atlas of the British nation. His
“ faculty in relating anecdotes is amusing. Instan-
“ ces when we meet. My impressions of Mr. Cob-
¢« hett are, that those who know him would like him
« if they can be content to submit unconditionally to
“ his dictation. * Obey me and I will treat you kindly;
““ if you do not, I will trample on you,’ seemed visible
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“in every word and feature. He appears to feel, in
“ its fullest force, the sentiment,

¢ I have no brother, am like no brother:
¢ I am myself alone.” ”’

665. It is unlucky for this blade, that the parties are
alive. First— let the *“ Engiish woman” speak for
herself, which she does, in these words :

666. I remember, that, about a week after I came
to Hyde Park, in 1817, a man came to the house in
the evening, when Mr. Cobbett was out, and that he
came again the next morning. I never knew, or asked,
what countryman he was. He came to the back door.
I first gave him a chair in a back-room; but, as he
was aslippery-looking young man, and as it was grow-
ing late, my husband thought it was best to bring him
down into the kitchen, where he staid till he went away.
I had no talk with him. I could not know what condi-
tion Mr. Cobbett found the housesn, for I did not come
here ’till the middle of August. I never heard whe-
ther the gentleman that lived here hefore Mr. Cobbett,
was an American, or not. I never in my life said a
word against the people or the country : I am very glad
I came to it; I am doing very well in it; and have
found as good and kind friends amongst the Americans,
as I ever had in all my life.

Mary Axyn CuurcHEE.

Hyde Park,
gth January, 1819.

667. Mrs. Churcher puts me in mind, that I asked
her what sort of a looking man it was, and that she said
he looked like an Exciseman, and that Churcher ex-
claimed : “ Why, you fool, they don’t have any Excise-
“ men and such fellows here ! ”—I never was at a county
court in America in my lile. 1 was out shooting. As
to the house, it is a better one than he ever entered,
except as a lodger or a servant, or to carry home work.
The path, so far from being trackiess, was as beaten
as the highway.—The gentleman who lived here before
me was an Englishman, whose name was Crow. But
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only think of dirt, two feet deep, in a kitchen! All is
false.—The house was built by Judge Ludlow. Itis
large, and very sound and commodious. The avenues
of trees before it the most beautitul that I ever saw.
The orchard, the fine shade and fine grass all about the
house ; the abundant garden, the beautiful turnip field;
the whole a subject worthy of admiration; and not a
single drawback. A hearty, unostentatious welcome
from me and my sons. A breakfast such, probably, as
the fellow will never eat again. —I leave the public
to guess, whether it be likely, that T should give a chap
like this my opinions, about government or people ! Just
as if I did not know the people! Just as it they were
new to me! The man was not in the house half an
hour in the morning. Judge, then, what he cculd know
of my manners and character. Ie was a long time
afterwards at New York. Would he not have been
here a second time, if I had been familiar enough to
relate anecdotes to him? Such blades are not back-
ward in renewing their visits whenever they get but a
little encouragement.—He, in another part of the ex-
tracts that I have seen, complains of the reserve of the
American ladies. No * social intercourse,” he says,
between the sexes. That is to say, ke could find none!
U'll engage he could not; amongst the whites, at least.
It is hardly possible for me to talk about the public
affairs of England and not to talk of some of my own
acts ; but is'it not monstrous to suppose, that I should

raise myself, and show that T believed myself destined
to be the Atlas of the British nation, in my conversa-
tion of a few minutes with an uiter stranger, and that,
too, a blade whom I took for a decent tailor, my son
William for a shopkeeper’s clerk, and Mrs. Churcher,
with less charity, for a slippery young man, or, at best,
for an Exciseman '—As 1 said gefore, such a man can
know nothing of the people of America. He has no
channel through which to get at them. And, indeed,
awhy should he ! Can he go into the families of en};l‘? at
home! Not he, indeed, beyond his own low circle. Why
should he do it here,then? Did he think he was com-
ing here to live at free quarter® The black woman’s
hut, indeed, he might force himself into with impunity ;
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Long Island, description of, par. 12 to 15.—1ts nearness to the
sea an advantage in summer, June 14th.

Lancaster, description of, Jan. 22d, Feb. 12th—16th.

Livingstone, Mr. Charrellor, par. 25. 27.

Mangel Wurzel, an indiffereut root, par. 24.

Moses, July 24th,

Maseres, Mr. Baron, Dec. 16th.

M:Kean, Judge, Jan. 101h.

M*Allister, Mr., Jau. 23th.h

Malthus, Parson, Feb. 16th. ; e

New Jersey, in comparison to Pennsylvania, March 11th.

Newbold, Mr., March 11th.

Oliver, the spy, March 2nd.

Ploughing, priuciples of, par. 121 to 125, ; g

Peas, fit to gather Jane 18th.—Ripe in 40 days.—Green, in
market, October 11th,

Piddings of apple, July 9th, August 23rd,

Philadelphia, remarks on, Jan. 15th.

¥

Paul, %?]T;s; : }Jan. 16th, March 9th,

Sk :

Penn, William, Feb. 16th,

Pendrill, My, March 1st, -

Perry, Mr. James, par. 21.

Pitt, par. 117.

Qu]alkers, hospitality of, March 10th.—Bad gardeners, March

th.,

River Delaware, Jan, 13th, Feb. 20th.

-+ +. Susquehannah, Jan, 25th, Feb. lst.

Radish, very large, Oct. 28th.

Ruta Baga, description of the plant, par. 25 to 30.—Mode of
saving and of preserving the seed, par. 31 to 36.—Time of
sowing, par. 37 to 44.—Quality and preparation of the seed,
par. 45 to 49, —Manner of sowing, par. 50 to 55l._ﬂ.f}er-
culture, par, 56 to 64.—Transplanting,”par. 65 to 103.—Time

- and wamner of harvesting, par. 104 to 114,—Quality of the
crop, par. 115 to 156.

Roscoe, Mr., March 26th.

Rousseau, March 26th,

Stones, a barometer, August 7th.

Singing-birds, none in America, par, 22.

Shoes need never be nailed, March 3lst. '

Scavengers substituted by hogs, Feb. 28th.

Stock, prices of, May 20th, Dec. 15th.

«+«. .. of provisions at breaking up of winter, par, 21.

Severne, Mr., March 1st.

Stevens, Mr., March 2nd.

.Ff,te';anr:l Ebuats, par. 12, .

Threshing, mode of, July 24th, =

Travelling, authgr’s, March 11th to 13th,

Trenton, laziness of the young men, March 11th, ¥



























