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wea=| LEING not only the
s | bad Succefs moft Search-
41 ers of the Hermetick Art

wife great Numbers of them are
fallen into the greateft Abfurdi-
ties, as well in refpe® to their
Operations, as to the Matter they
work upon ; and often withing
to fec {fome Remedy applied, to
recover thofe unhappy People from

A3 theiy

4 meet with,* but that like-
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To the READER.

their Errors, it led me into a fe«
rious Confideration of the Caufe
thereof ; and I found that it was
impoflible, thofe deluded Search-
ers could dwindle away into the
abfurdeft Operations, if they did
not want a fufficient Theory of
this Art,

Then meditating further, and
finding that the {aid Theory (which
is the main Pillar and Foundati-
on to go upon) is not to be ac-
quired but by the conftant Perufal
of good Books 3 Iat laft begun to
confider of thofe Authors, which
are Extant 1n the Englifb Tongue,
and found that there really too
few of them, and that it was chief-
ly to be attributed to this Want,
that People labour fo much in vain,
and fo contrary to Nature.

"Tis



To the READER,

*Tis true, {ome, who only look
upon the Number of Books, will
- think there are Authors enough,
nay, too many LExtant that have
written of the Hermetick Art in the
Englifh Tongue 3 but others who
have acquired fome Knowledge in
this Divine Science, and who know
to diftinguith geod Authors from
Sophifters, wiil ealily allow, that
there is a real Want of them ; for
there are but few who wrote in
the Englifb Tongue, that may be
deemed as Mafters, or at leaft by

Vit

whom a feeker of this myfterious

Art may be inftrufted ; {o that, as
to thofe fophiftical Authors who
have encreafed the Number of {uch
Books, and treated of an Art which
they did not know, nor under-
ftood {o much as any Part there-
of, the more numerous they are,

A 4 the



viit To the READER.
the more pernicious they prove
to a Beginner who happens to read
them 5 for it is certain, that they
may eafily put him out of a right
Path, but can never lead him into
a true Way.

As for thofe that have been tran-
flated out of other Tongues, they
are but of little Ufe, when they
havebeen tranflated, rather to {ferve

{ome private View, than to be in-
{tructive to thofe who Study- this
Science 5 efpecially when they have
been tranflated by Perfons, who

+had no Knowledge of the Terms
and Operations of Chymiftry ; and

I do not Queftion, but it will be

aftirmed by all thofe, who (under-

ftanding the German Tongue) have

read Bafil Valentine in his own

Native Language, that the Tran-

flation of that Volume which con-
tains -



To the READER.

tains his Will and Teftament, &,
differs widely from the Original
may, I believe I might eafily con-
vince the Lovers of this Art, that
the fame is a bad Tranflation of a
bad Edition,

Concerning others, I will fay
nothing againft them, it not be-
ing my Intentlon, to {earch for
the Faults of other Tranflators.
But finding from the aforefaid
Confiderations, that to get fome
oood Authors tranflated, would be
the moft likely Means to furnifh
the Lovers: and Studiers of this Sci
ence with a {uflicient Theory, and
to make them to defift from their
unnatural Operations : I refolved
to undertake the Work, and fixed
upon the following Treatifes to be

the firft, that fhcmld appear in an
Eﬂgfﬁﬂ! Drefs,

The

X



To the READER.

The firft of thefe Treatifes was
written by a German Philofopher,
under the Title of, THE ANcI-
ENT WAR oF THE KNIGHTS,
and was not only at firft received,
as coming from a good Author,
and true Mafter, by all thofe who
had got any Knowledge in this
Science : But the faid Treatife did
likewife afterwards reccive its San-
¢ion by the fecond, being a2 Com-
mentary, which another learned
Philofopher has made thereupon
in French 5 who alfo after his 1n-
ftruétive learned Commentary has
added fix Keysy which for their
Plainnefs and ingenious Expreflions
give way to none, and arc of the
greate{t Ufe imaginable to a Studier
of this Art.

i Thus the whole being an excel-
Jent Work, there is nmo doubt, but
o thofe



To the RE AIDERF.

thofe who apply themfelves to get
Knowledge by reading good Au-
thors, will find infinite Benefit from
the perufal of 1t; and the faid
Treatifecalled, THE ANCIENT
WAR oF THE KNIGHTS,
being wrote in the Gsrman Tongue,
I have been at the Pains and Ex-
pences to get an Original thereof,
ghat {o the Lovers of this Science
might likewife have a Tranflation
of the {fame, and thus be able to
draw Water from the Spring it felf
and alfo, that by comparing it with
the firft, they might fee and redi-
fy fuch Paflages as have {uffered by
a fecond Tranflation.

No Body will, I hope, objed,
that the Style of this Work is not
according to the prefent Politenefs,
if he is fo kind as to confider that
it is not intended for a Grammar,

but

X1



xii  To the READER.

but to inftru& People in the Her-

. metick Science, which is for the
moft Part defcribed in fuch diffi-
cult Terms, that the unhappy
Turn of one Word, may alter a
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre-
~judice of a Tyro 3 and that it is
therefore better to keep to the Au-
thor’'s Meaning in a lefs agreeable
Style, than to deviate from it, by
ufing politer Expreflions.

"Tis likewife for the fame Rea-
{on, that where the German has a
Word or Sentence which might
bear a double Meaning or Signifi-
cation, both of them have been gi-
ven, as for Inftance : Where the
War of the Knights, at the End
of this Book, tranflated from the
German Original, {ays by Num. 19.
pag. 10. And if you two fhould mix
your [elves together, and were kept

in



To the ReapEr,  Xill
tn the Fire—The Original fays in-
deed in the Fire, but becaufe the
Germans {peaking of Chymical O-
perations, and mentioning Fire, of-
ten mean Digeflion, which 1s per-
formed by Fire therefore has been
added, [or in Digeflion,) that {o the
Reader might have both-Meanings,
and choofe of the two which he
thould judge moft proper.

I could eafily have added my
‘Opinion upon {everal Paflages 1in
this Work, as for ‘Inftance, pag.
41. where inention I1s made of the
Stars of ¥Venus and Diana, which
two Signs'or Charaters put toge-
ther, produce that which fignifies
Mercury 5 for if the Charalter of
horned Diana [ v, is placed upon
that of Venus [ o |, 1t yields a Cha-
rader in this Form %. But I .o-
mit it, let I fhould be thought

pre-

g



xiv 1» the READER,

prefumptuous in endeavouring ta
explain, what I own I am not Ma-
{ter ofi

Should this my well-intended
Labour meet with Approbation :
I'll continue it with Pleafure ; and
in Cafe the prefent Work fhould
any ways be wanting i Exac-
tude, I'll ufe all Endeavours to
make amends in the next.

) .
T ™

THE
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PREFACE

Of the AuTnaOoR of the

XV

COMMENTARY,

Tranflated from the FErench.

ADVERTISEMENT.

W mip INE is [ufficiently perfnaded, thas
@\ Y there are already too many Books
5Lt whichtreat of the Hermetick Phi-
bk lofophy ; andthat unlefs one wonld
~ awrite of this Science plain, withent Equivoca-
tiowy and withowt Allegory, (which none of the
Sages







The PREFACE. xvii

felves to the Stndy of this facred Science. This
is [o truey thar muff of them dow't [o much
- s make any D{ﬁ%ﬂfrj of owning fi fchretj', thas
that bhas been their chief View, when they
compofed their Books of that Matter.

The little Treatife which bears the Title,
The ANTiENT WaR of THE KNIGHTS,
has withont any Comradittion deferved the dp-
probation of all the Sages [or wife Men) and
of thefey 2who have any Knowledge of the Hey-
mietick Philofophy. 1t is written by Way of a
D:ﬁlogm, in a wvery plain and narural S{yle
which bears every Way the marks of Truth ;
et novoithftanding its Plainnefs, it is not want-
ing of Profundity, and to be folid in its Rea-
[oning, as alfo convincing inits Proofs 5 in fuch
a manners that there is not one Wordy bnt whar
carries its Sentences and on which there mighe
wot be made a long Commentary.

This Work_ was compofed in the Cerman
Tongne by atrne Philofopher, whofée Name is
(2) RO,
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unknown. It appeared in Print at Leip?ig;
in the Year of omr Lord 1604. Faber of
Montpeiller tranflared it into Latin : And it
ovas from this Latin [ Edition that the French
Tranflation was takens which was Printed at
Paris by &’ Houry, and put at the End of
[the Book_called) the French Turba, of the
Ward left behind [verbum dimiflum] and of
Drebellius, which together make up one Voa
Iume. But whether Faber did not well un-
derftand the German Tongue; or elfe did on
Purpofé falfify vhe Original : So it is, that there
are in thefe two Tranflations corrupted Paffages,
which are (o manifeftly falfe, that they bave
occafioneds that many bave contemned this little
Work, although 1t [eemed otherwife to be
wery much efleemed.

- As Truth and Falfhood cannot dwell to-
gether m one Subjelt, and becaufe it wos
eafy tojudge that thefe Tranflations were
st done farthfully, a Philofopher of ex-
traordinary Knowledge and Merit, did,

for



The PREFACE. xix
for to [atisfy bis-Curiofity in this Pount,
give bimfelf the Trouble, of [ecking up=
wards of ten Tears for to find the Ger-
man Original of this little Treatife, and
having at laft found it, caus’d 1t to be
exaltly tranflated into Latin. This new
Tranflation is taken from that Copy, and
done with all pofible Fidelity. The Good-
siefs of the Original may bz feen here, by
the truth which evidently appears in divers
Places which bave been reflored [ to its for=
mer Senfe,| which were not onuly alter’d,
but quite changed, One may judge of this
- by the Paflage marked thirty-four, where
the firft Tranflation [ays, like the Latin
of Faber, Mercurium noftrum nemo af-
{equi poteft ;5 nift ex mollibus o&o cor-
poribus neque ullum abfque altero pa-
rari poteft. No Body can attainto our
Mercury, otherways than out of the
- eight foft Bodies, nor can the one be
prepared without the other. This Trea-
tiﬁ' needed no other Thing, to be defpifed

l (2 3) by
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by thofe that bave a [uficient Knowledge
of the beginming of the |Philofophick]
Work, in order to diflinguifh what is true,
from that which is falfe : The learned,
however, did eafilyjudge, that fuch a capi-
gal Foult as that counld not come from a
true  Philofopher, who otherways gives
Jufficiently to know that be bas perfeétly
anderftood the Magiflery : But there was
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to
difcover the Truth, and one that was as
capable as the aforefazd, to make fo great
a [earch for to fmd the Original of this
Work 5 without which it was impofible to
re-eflablifh the true Senfe thereof.

The place yult now mentioned, was not
the only one, that wanted to be amended.
If one takes the Pains to compare this
atew Tranflation with the former, there
will appear a very great Difference, and
many material Correttions. The paflage
thirty-frve is mot one of the leaft, and

a5
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as this Tranflation has been done from
the new [or laft | Latin Copy, without ever
looking upon that which was already print-
ed in French, it bas been a pleafure to re-
mark in courfe, all what was not conform
&0 the fame,

The Words and entire Phrafes, that haue
been added in fome places in the prefent,
to make 1t join more natural, or to render
the Senfe more perfeit, are placed betwixt
two Crotches (), in order to diftinguifl
what s, and what is not in the Text, to
which the Author of this Tranflation has
kept bim[elf extreamly clofe : By Reafon
that the leaft Addition, to a Matter of
this Nature, may make a confiderable Al-
teration [or Change| and Occafion great
Errors,

The Beauty and the Solidity of this Trea-
tie, did very well deferve the Pains
which havz been taken to make a Commen-

i)
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tary thereupon, to make it more intelligi-
ble to the Children of the Arty [or Sci-
ence s | becaunfe it s a Treatife that may
ftand them inflead of all others. And as
the Method of a Dialogue 1s the moft pro-
per for to explain, and for to make pal-
pable the fublimeft Trutbs, it has been
made Ule of bere, and that with the more
Reafon, in that the Auther, upon which
this Commentary has been made, bas writ-
ten in the [ame manner. The Dialogue
of Eudoxe and Pyrophile, which explains
that | Dialogue | of the Stone, with Gold,
and with Mercury, unfolds the chiefeft
Difcultics by its Queftions, and by the
Anfwers which are made thereto about the

moft material | or effential] Points of the
fﬁe: metick Philofophy,

The Gypbers which are on the Margin

of thefe two Dialogues, are to remark
the places which are alike in the firft Dia-
logue, and the [econd in which they are
T explained.
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 explained. There is to be [een in this
Work an entire Conformity of Semtiments
with the firft Maflers of this Philofophy,
as well as with the moft learned that bave
written in the latter Ages ; [o that there

- may hardly be found a Treatife upon this
Matter, (how great [oever the Number
thereof may be,) which is clearer, and
more [mcere than the prefent, and which
in Courfe could be more ufeful to [uch as
apply them[elves to Study this Science, and

~ who otherways bave all the Qualifications

both of the Mind, and of the Body, which

our Philofophy requires of thofe who defire

to make fome Progrefs therein,

The Commentary, will doubtlefs, be ol-
lowed to be [o much the better in that it is
not diffufedly, as almoft all Commen-
taries are: That it does mot touch up-
on any other Places than thofe which may
be needful to be explained : and that it does
in no way deviate from the Subjedt 5 but

- s
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as thefe [ort of Writings are not fit for
thofe who bave not yet gotten a Spark of
the [ecret Philofopby, the cleareft fighted
will eafily find, that it bas been thought
better to skip [everal Things, which per-
baps might bave deferved an Interpreta-
tion, than to explain gemerally all what
might yet caufe fome Diffculty to the young
Begimmers in this great Art,

 As the firft of thefe Dialogues tells the
Viflory of the Stone, and the other ex-
plains the Reafons, and [bews the Founda-
taon of its Triumph : It [eemed that this
Book could yot appear under a more pros
per Title, than that of the Hermetical
Triumph Or, The Viftorious Philofo-
phical Stone. I\arbwg remamns to be aid,
except that the Autbor of the Tranfla-
tion (who is likwife the fame of the Com -
mentary, and of the Letter which is at
the End of this Beok) has had no other In-

tcr fﬂ or View in this, but to manifeft the
Trunth
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Truth to thofe who afpire to the Knowledge
of it, from [uch Motives as are proper to
the true Children of the Science : He alfo

declares, and protefls fimcerely, that be
defires with all his Heart, that thofe who
are o unfortunate as to lofe their time
i working with foreign or diffant Mat-
ters,may find them[elves enlightned by read-
ing this Book, in order to know the trie
and only Matter of the Philofophers 5 and
that thofe who know the [ame already, but
are ignorant of the great Point, viz. the
Solutzon of the Stone, and the Coagulati-
on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the
Body, which is the Term[or End] of the
Univer[al Medicine, may bere learn thofe
Jecret Operations, which are bere diftinctly
enough defcribed for thesm.

The Author has not thought proper to
write in Latin, becaufe he could not be=
licve, like many others, that to treat of
thefe bigh Myfleries in a vulgar Tongue,
is to reveal them : He bas followed the

) ' (b) Example
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Example of [zveral Philofopbers, who were
refolved, that their Work [or Treatife]
fhould bear the [ [aid] Charalter of their
Country. His firft Defign bas likewife been
to be ufeful to bis Countrymen, not doubt-
77g, but that if this Treatife fhould appear
to the Dijciples of Hermes to have iy
deferts, there would be found [uch as will
tranflate it into [uch a Language as they

‘plf'(?j é—,!.

THE
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- General Explication
OF THE

EMBLEME,
Tran lated from the French.

ez T ought not to be expected to find here
s 4| a particular Explication, {uch as fhould
= 86| undraw the Curtains which are fpread
i“r-} 5al| over the phllﬂﬁ}ph}fk Enigma, for to
=Satt42) fhew the Truth quite naked ; forif that
were [done], there would remain nothing more to
te done but to burn all the Writings of the Philofo--
phers: The Wife would not have gny more Advan-
tage over the Ignorant ; the one and the other would
be equally skilled in this wonderful Art,
It ought therefore to be thought fufficient to {fee
“1in this Figure, as in a Looking-Glafs, the Abridge-
ment of the whole fecret Philofophy, which is con-
tained in this little Book, in which all the Parts of
this Emblem are explained as clear as it is permitted
1o be done,

THOSE
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ANciEnT WAR
OF THE
G N ool i Al S
O R,

A DrscoursE between the Stone
of the Philofophers, and Gold, and Ader-

iy
W

c#ry.  Concerning the true Martter {rom

whence thofe who are acquainted with

the Secrets of Natnre, may make the Phi-
lofophical Stone, according to the Rales of
a’'proper Prattice, and by the help of Zu-
watick, Vaulcan, =~ '

Compofed Originally in the Ger-

man ‘Tongue by a very able Philofipher,
and newly tran[%;red from the Latin into
French., now from the Fremch render’d
1nto Eﬂ{gfyl?.

Fetio=| HL Subject of this Difcourfe is

il a Difpute which Gold and Aer-
kil czry had one Day with the Stone
22 of the Philofophers.  See here in

what manner 2 true Philofopher fpeaks, (whp
¢ B 15
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is airived at the Pofleffion of this great Se-
eret. ) |
I proteft unto you before God, !and up-
on tEe (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with
a {incere Heart, touch’d with Compafiion-
for thofe who have been a long while in
this great Search 5 and (I give you notice,)
all you who Efteem this wonderful Art, that
1. our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) from
one only thing, and that in this thing the
Work finds its Perfection, without having
- need of any other thing whatfoever, but to
2. be diffolved (¥) and coagulated, which it
muft do of 1t felf; without tlre Affiffance
of any foreign Thing.
When we put Ice into a Veflel placed on
the Fire, we fee that the Hear makes it di-
3. folve into Water ; (*) we muft ufe the fame
way with our Stone, which only wants the
help of the Artift, the Operation of his
4. Hands, and the Action of the (*) natural
Fire: For it will never be diffolved of it {Elf,
though it fhould remain for ever on the
EartE, tis for that reafon we muft afift it;
in fuch a manner, however, that we add no-
thing to it, which is foreign or contrary to
it
uft as God produces the Corn in the
Fields, and that it afterwards belongs to us

Te
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to reduceit into Meal, to knead it, and
make Bread of it: In like manner our Art
requires us to do the fame thing (*¥). God
has created us this Mineral; to the end, that
we {hould take it by it felf; that;we fhould
uncompound or diflolve the Compofition of
the grofs and thick Body ; that we fhould
feparate and take for our felves whatever
good it enclofes inwardly, that we reject
what it has of fuperfluous, and that out of

a (mortal) Poifon, we learn to make a (So- -

vereign) Medicine. _
. To give you a more perfect underftand-
ing of this agreeable Difcourfe ; Iwill recite
to you the Difpute which arofe between
the Stone of the Philofophers, Gold, and
Mercarys fo that thofe who have a long
time apply’d themfelves to the fearch (of
our Art;) and who know how we ought
to deal with (*) Mewals and Minerals,
may be thercby fufficiently informed how
to arrive directly at the End which they
propofe to themfelves. *Tis neverthelefs
neceflary, thar we fhould apply our felves
to know, (*) exteriorly, and interiorly the
Effence and the Properties of all things
which are on the Farth, and that we pene-
trate mto the Profundity of the Operations,
which Nature is capable of.

B2 The

3.

5o
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The RECIT AL.

Gold and Adercury went one Day with an
armed Hand, to (gtve Battle unto, and) fub-
due the Stone. Gold animated with Fury,
begun to fpeak thus :

L

GOLD.

How have you the Boldnefs to raife your
{elf above me, and my Brother Adercuryy
and to pretend a Preference before us; you
who are only a (*) Worm (fwollen) with
Poifon ¢ Do you not know that I am the
‘moft precious, the moft durable, and the
chief of all the Metals ¢ (know you not)
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do
alike make all their Riches to confift in me,
and in my Brother Adercary, and that you
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enemy
of Men, and of Metals ; {o that the (molt
able) Phyficians ceafe not to publith and
extol the (fingular) Vertues which I poflefs
(*) to give (and preferve) Health toall the
World ¢

The STO NE.
To thefe Words (full of Anger) the

Stone anfwer'd, ( without being moved, )
my dear Gold, why ars you not rather
ﬂngr}'



TrRIUMPH

angry with God, and why do you not ask
him, for what Reafons he has not created
mn you what is found in me?

- G0 I,

"T1s God himfelf who has given me the
Honour, the Reputation, and the glittering
Brightnefs, Whici renders me {o eftimable,
it is for that Reafon that I am fo fearched
for by every one. One of my greateft Per-
fections is to be a Metal unchangeable in
the Fire, and out of the Fire: So all the
World loves me, and runs after me; but
you, you are only a (¥) Fugitive, and a
Cheat, that abufes all Men: This is {een
in that, thar you fly away and efcape out
of the Hands of thofe who work with you.

The STONE.

*Tis true, my dear Gold, ’tis God who
has given you the Honour, the Durability.
and the Beauty, which makes you preci-
ouss “tis for that Reafon that you are
-obliged to return ((eternal) Thanks (to the
divine Bounty,) and not to defpife others
as you do; for Ican tell you, that you
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of
the Philofophers make mention ; lé"‘) but
that Gold 1s hidden in my Bofof, Tis

B3 true,

I10.

I1.
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true, [own i1t, I flow in the Fire, (and
I abide not there,) nevertheles you very
well know, that God and Nature have gi-
ven me this Quelity, and that this muft
be fo; for as much as my Fluidity turns to
the advantage of the Artift, who knows

12, (*) the way how to extract it ; know, ne-

verthelefs, that my Soul remains conftant in
me, and that {he is more {table, and more
fixt than you are, altogether Gold as you

o
-are, and more than are all your Brothers,

and all your Companions are.  Neither Wa-
ter, nor Fire, be they what they will,
cait deftroy her, nor confume her ; though
they fhould aét upon her during as long a
time as the World fhall 1%

*Tis not then my Faule if T am fought for
by Artifts, who know not how they ought
to work with me, nor in what way Iought
to be prepar’d.  They often mix me with
foreign Things, which are (intircly) con-
trary to me. They add to me Water,
Powders, and fuch other like things, which
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties
which are eflential to me; {o that there is -

13.hardly found one in a Hundred (*) who

Works with me. They all apply them-
clves to fearch out the (Truth of the) Art
in youg and in your DBrother Aderewry ;

“tis
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“tis for that Reafon that they all err, and
"t1s therein that their Works are falfe. They
~ are themfelves a (good) Example of it ; for
tis unprofitably that they employ their
Gold, and that they endeavour to deftroy it;
there remains nothing to them from all that,
but extreme Poverty, to which they fce
themfelves at laft reduc’d.

"Tis you, Gold, who art the firf caufe
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know,
that without me it is impoflible to make
any Gold, or any Silver, which fhall be
perfect, and that it is T alone who have
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there-
fore do you permit almoft $¥the whole
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope-
rations upon you, and upon Mercury 2 1f
you had yet any remainder of Honefty,
you’d hinder Men from abandoming them-
felves to amoft cerrain Lofs ; but as (inftead
thereof ) you do quite the contrary, Imay
with Truth maintain, that it 1s you only
who are a Cheat,

GOED.
T will convince you by the Authority
of the Philofophers, that the Truth of the
Ait may be accomplithed with me. Read

Heymes, he fays thus : « The Sun is its Fa-
| B 4 « ther
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tained that all which his Brother faid was
", true, andgehat the Work might be perfect-
ed after the manner which the Philofophert
herein above-cited have written.  He added
alfo, that every one (fufficiently) knew
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip there
was between Gold and him, preferably be-
fore all the otherMetals; tllzat there was
no Body who could not eafily judge therc-
of by the Teftimony of his own Eyes,
that the Goldfiths, and other fuch like
Artificers knew very well, that when they
would gild any work, they could not do
without (a mixture of ) Gold and Mercury,
and that they make a Conjunétion of them
ina very fmall time, without difficulty, and
with very little Labour ; what ought not
to be hop’d for with more Time, more La-
bour, and more Application ¢

The STONE.

At this Difcourfe, the Stone begun to
Laugh, and told them, in Truch you de-
{ferve both the one and the other of you,
that they thould jeer you, and your Demon-
ftration 3 bur it 15 you Gold that T ftill the
more admire at, feeing that you are fo much
conceited of your felf, for having the ‘ad-
vantage v;hicfa you haye to be good for

: {ome

16,
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fome certain Things. Can you be pers
fwaded that the ancient Philofophers did write
as they have done, in a Senfe which thould
be underftood in a common Way 2 And do
you believe that one ought plainly to inters
pret their Words according to the Letter ¢

GOLD.

I am certainy that the Philofophers, and the
Artifts, whom I cited, have not written a

Lie. They are all of the fime Sentiment

concerning the Vertue which I poflefs ¢
"Tis very true thar there are found fome
who would fearch in Things quite diftant,
for the Power and the Properties which
are 1n me.  They have worke on certain
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines,
on Hairy, on Sperm, and on T hings of this
Nature ; thofe have without douht {tray’d
from the trye way, and have fometimes
written Falthoods : But it is not {o of thofe
Mafters whom I have namg¢d.  We have
certain Proofs, that the effeCtually poffeft
this (grear) Art; ’tis fgr that Reafon that
we ought to give credic to their Writings.

The STONE,
I do not make any doubt ar all of (thofe
Plailofophers) having "had an intire Know-
| ledge

ATe
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ledge of the Art; excepting, meverthelefs,
fome of thofe whom you have alledged;
for there are among them, though a very
few, fome who knew it not, and have only
written what they have heard People fay
of it : But when they (the true Philofiphers)
plainly name Gold and Mercury, as the
Principles of the Art, they only make
Ufe of thefe Terms thercby to hide the
: from the Ignorant, and from
thofe who are unworthy (of this Science;)
for they very well know that fuch (vul-
gar) Wits mind only the Names of things,
the Receipts, and the Procefles which they
find written, without cxamining whether
there be any (folid) Foundation in what
they put into Practice. But the wife Men,
ancgr thofe who read (good Books) with
Application and Exaltnefs, confider all
Things with Prudence, examine how con-
fonant and how agreeing one Thing |is
with another ; and by thefe means they
p-netrate into the Foundation (of the Aurt,)
{o that by Reafoning, and by Meditation,
they dicover (at length) wgat the matter
of the Philofophers is, among whom there
is not any one to be found who would {how
it, or make it known openly, and by its

proper Naine.
They

i1
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‘They declare themfelves phinly about it,
when they tell ye, that they never reveal
lefs (of the Secret) of their Art, than when
they fpeak openly, and in the common way
(of delivery ) But (they affirm) on the
contrary (*), that when they ufe Simili-
tudes, Figures, and Parables, it is in Truth
in thofe places (of their Wiritings) that the

difclofe their Art; for (the Philofophers) at-

ter having difcours’d of Gold and Mercury,
fail not of declaring afterward and afluring
us, that their Gold 1s not the common Sof
Cor Gold) and that their Mercuyy 15 not the
common Alercury ; {ec here the Reafon.
Gold 15 a perfe® Metal, which by Rea-
fon of its Perfe&tion (which Nature has gi-
ven 1t) cannot be carried further (by Art) to
a more perfect Degree 5 o that in what way
fozver one may work with Gold, whatever
Artifice one makes' ufe of ; though one
fhould Extratt its Colour (and its Tin-
Qure) a hundred Times, the Artift will
never make more Gold, and (hall never tinge
a greater Quantity of Meral, than there was
of Colour and Tinure in the Go/d (from
whence it fhall have been Extradted;) for
this Reafon it is that the Philofophers fay,
that we ought to feck PerfeGion (*) in
the imperfect Things, and that we fhall find

it
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it there.  You may read in the Rofary
what I have told you here. Rﬂjm;ﬁ:zd, Lally,

whom lyou have cited to me, is of the fame

Sentiment, (he aflures) that, that which
ought to be made bettery ought not to be
perfect ; ‘becaufe in what is perfect, there is
nothing to be changed ; and onc fhall fooner
deftroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to
its Perfection).

GOLD.
I am not ignorant, that the Philofophers

fpeak after this manner; yet this may be

as yer imperfect 5 but if one join both of
us together, he then reccives from me the

apply’d to my Brother Adercary, who is

13

Perfection (which he wants 1) For he is of

the Feminine Sex, and I am of the MsfCuline
Sex 5 which makes the Philofophers fay, that
the Art 1s one quite homogeneal Thing. You
fee an Example hereof i (the Procreation
of ) Men, for there can no Child be Bomn
without (the Copulation of’) Male and Fe-
male ; that 1s to fay, without the Conjun-
¢tion of the one with the other. We have
the like Example thereof in Animals, and
in all living Beings.

The
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The STONE.

"Tis true, your Brother Merciry 15 1m-
perfect (*), and by confequence he is not
the Adercury of the wife. So though you
fhould be join’d together, and one fhould
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courfe
of many Years, to endéavour to unite you

erfetly to one another, there will always
appen (the fame Thing, namely,) that as

foon as the AMercury feels the A&ion of

Fire, it {eparates it {elf from you, 1t is {ub-
limed, it flies away, and leaves you alone
below. That if one diffolve you in gmua-

fortis, if one reduce you inio one only

(Mafs), if one melt you, it one diftil you,
if one coagulate you, you will never pro-
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red
Precipitate : That if one makea Proje&ion
of this Powder on an imperfect Meral, it
tinges 1t not ; but one finds as much Go/d as
one put therein at the beginning, and your

Brother Adercury quits you and flies away.
See here, thefe are the Experiments, which
thofe who apply themfelves to the Search

of Chymiftry limve made to their great Da-
mage, during a long Train of Years : See
alfo (where rr]:xf:re endeth) all the Knowledge
which they have acquired by their Works,
But
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But becaufe there is a Saying of the Anci-
ents, whereof you would make ufe to your
Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire)
homogeneal Thing ; that no Child can be
Born without Male and Female 5 and that
you mmagine to your felf; that the Philofo-
phers do thereby ntend to fpeak of you and
your Brother M?‘G‘H}:’f 3 I ought to tell you
(plainly) that this 1s falfe, and that 1t is
under[{{md much amifs concerning you,
though in the fame Places the Philofophers
fpeak fincerely, and tell the Truth. I make
1t known to you, that here (*) lies the cor- 20.
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid,
and at which many Thoufands of Men have
ftumbled.

Can you well imagine to your felf;
that it fhould be the fame (*) with Me- 21.
tals, as with Things which have Life.
There happens to you in this, that which
happens to all falfe Artifts : For when you
read (fuch like Paffages) in the Pb!!zﬁpg;ﬁ,
you apply not your {clves any more to exa-
mine them, to endeavour to difcover whe-
ther (fuch Expreflions) fquarc and agree to-
ther, or no, with what has been faid be-
fore, or what is faid afterward : Yet (you
ought to know) that all which the Philofe~
phers have written in figurative Terms ahﬂf.lt

| the
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the Work, ought to be underftood of nte
only, and of no other Thing which 1s m
the World ; becaufe there 15 only +melwho
can perfbrm that which they fay, and that
(*) without me it is impoflible to make
any truc Gold, or any truc Sitver.

G O L:D.

Good God ! have you no Shame of

telling fo great a Lie? And do you not

23.

think you commit a Sin, in boafting your
felf to fuch a Height, as to dare to attri-
bute to your fclf alone, all which fo many
wife and knowing Men have written of
this Art, for {o many Ages; you who are
only a thick, impure, and potfonous Mat-
ter : And you acknowledge, notwithftand-
ing this, that this Art isall one (perfecily)
Homogseneal Thing ¢ You fay further,
that without you, one can make no true
Gold, nor true Siver, as being an uni-
verfal Thing (*). _ (Is there not a man:-
feft Contradiction? 2y TFor as much
as many knowing Perfons have applied thems
{elves with fo much Care and Txaétnefs to
thofe (curious) Searches, which thev have
made, that they have found out other ways
(wiz. Procefles) which they call Partim{{!ars,:

rom
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=tthise from which, neverthelefs, one may -

draw great Gain. :

.} S i . o
The STONE

My dear Gold, be not furprifed at what
Iam going to tell you, and be not fo im-
prudent as to 1mpute a Lie to me; to me,
who am (*) older than you : If fo be I 24-
were indeed miftaken in this Point, you'd
have Reafon to excufe my (great) Age ;
fince you are not Ignorant that old Age
thould be refpeCted.

But to convince you that I have fpoken
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour, I
will rely on no other but (the Authoriry)
of the fame Mafters whom you have quo-
ted, and whom for that Reafon you have
no Right to refufe.  (For Inftance,) Her-
mes In particular fays thus : It is true with-
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that
which 1s below, is like unto that which is
above ; and that which is above, 1s bike un-
to that which 1s below ; (*) ’tis by thefe 2§,
Things that onc may make the Miraclesof
on¢ only Thing.

Ariftotle {ays : O how admirable is this
Thing, which contains in it {eIf all Things
which we have need of. It kills it felf;
and afterwards it reaffumes a Life of ¢ felf ;

| # e A
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i6. (%) it efpoufes it felf ; it impregnates Tt
{elf ; it i1s born of 1t felf; ‘it diflolves 1t felf
in its own Blood; it coagulates it {elf again
with 1t, and takes a hard Confiftence ; it
makes it felf White, and it rubifies it felf; of
it felf; we add nothing more to it, and
we change nothing in it, except that we

feparate the Groffefs and the Terrefireity.
Plato {peaks of me in this manner ¢ Tt
is one only ﬁng%e Thing, of one and the
37. fame Species in 1t felf; (*) it has a Body,
a Soul, z Spirit, and the four Elements,
over which it has Dominion. It wants no-’
thing ; it has no need of other Bodies ;
for it ingenders it felf 5 all Things are from

it, by it, 1n it. |
I could here bring you many other Tefti-
monies, but it being unneceffary, I pafs
them over in Silence, that T may not be
‘tedious. However, fince you happen tor
focak to me of (Proceffes; or) Particularsy
Tl exphin to you in what they differ
‘9, (from the Arr) (*), fome Artifts who have
‘wrought with me, have carried on the@r'
Works fo far, that they fucceeded {o far as
to feparate from me my Spirit, which con--
tains my Tincture ; fo rhat mixing 1t with o~
‘ther Metalsand Minerals they arriv’d thus far,,
that they communicated @ fmall part of my’
Vertues..
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Vertues, and of my Power to fuch Metals
as have fome Athnity and Friendthip with
~me.  Yet thefe Artifts who have fucceeded
in this way, and who have indeed found
one Part, (of the Art,) are really’ but *ve-—
ry fma]JA“Numberi But as they knew not
(*) the Onginal whence the TinGures
‘come, it was impoffible for them to carry
on their Works beyond that ; and at the
cafting up of their Accounts, they have
found no vaft Profic in their Proceeding.
But if thefe Arcifts had carried on their
Searches further, and that they had well
examined which is the (*) Wife who is
‘proper for me 3 and that they had fought
for her, and united me with her; I then
could have ting’d a thoufand Times (niore ;)
but (inftead of that) they entirely deftroy-
ed my own Nature, by mixing me with
foreign Things ; ’tis truly for that Caufe,
that at the_making up of their Accounts,
they hﬁund fome Gain, however, but
mdifferent, m comparifon of the great Pow-
er which is in me ; ’tis apparent, never=
thelefs, that (this Gain) did not proceed,
hor had its Original, but from me, and not
from any other Thing whatfoever, (where-
with I mght be mixed.)

C L ’ GOLD:

19
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GOLD.

What you have faid 1s no {fufficient Proof ;
for though the Philofophers {peak of one on-
ly-Thing, which enclofes in 1t {elf the four
Elements : and which [ Thing] hasa Bodys
a Soul, and Spirit ; and that by this Thing
they would give us to underftand the (PhK-
fical) TinGure ; at fuch time when the
fame has been carried on to its higheft (Per-
fe@ion) which is the Point they aim at;
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and
of my Brother who is the Mercury, as be-
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the
Female Seed ; as has been faid before: For
after we have been fufficiently cook’d, and
tranfmuted into a Tin&ure, we are then
both the one and the other (together) the
one only Thing which the Philofophers
fpeak of.

Ml oo

The ST O NE.
That goes not as you fancy; I have
already told you before, that no true Uni-
on can be made of you two; for you are

. not one only Body, (*) but two Bodies

together ; and confequently you are contra-
1y, confidering the T'oundation of Nature s
g Wi © T bull
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but as for me, I have an (*) imperfedt ;3.

Body, a ftedfaft Soul, a penetrating Tin-
&ure. T have, befides this, a clear, tranfpa~
rent, volatile, and moveable Mercury : And
I can operate all thofe (great) Things, which
Kou boaft of with you both, and which
owever you are not able to perform : For
tis Twho carry the Philofophical Gold, and
the Mercury of the wife [Men] in my Bo-

fom ; wherefore the Philofophers (fpeakin
of ‘me) fay, our Stone (*) is Invifible, ang
it is not poflible to attain to the Pofieflion
of our Marcury, any otherway than by
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one
cannot receive without the other the (re-

quifite) Perfection. -

>Tis for this Reafon that there 1s no other
but only my felf, who poflefles a Male and
a Female Seed, and who is (at the fame
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al-
fo am I call’'d an Hermaphrodite.  Richardus
Anglicus witnefles of me, faying, the firft
Matter of our Stone 1s call’d Rebsis (twice
a Thing) that is to fay, a Thing which
has recetved from Nature a double occult
Property, which is the Reafon that the
Name of Hermaphrodite is given to ity as if
one would fay, a Matter, whercof it is dif-
ficult to be able to diftinguifh the Sex (and
€3 Ton S o )

¥
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to difcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fex
male, it inclining equally to both Sides :
The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore made

25.-0f a Thing which is (*) the Water, and
the Spirit of the Body.

This has given Occafion to the faying,
that this Medicine has deceived a.great
Number of Fools, by Reafon of the Mul-
titude of e£nigma’s (under which it is hid ;)

- neverthelefs this Art requires but one only
Thing, which is known by every one, and
which many do with for; and the whole
isa Thing, which has not its equal in the

36. World; (*) it is however cheap, and to
be had at a fmall Expence: It ought not
to be defpifed for that; for it makes and
perfects wonderful Things.

Alanus the Philofopher fays, you that woerk
in this Art, ought to have a firm and - con=
ftant Application of Mind to your Worls
and not go about to try fometimes-one
Thing, fometimes another. The Art con-
{1fts not in a Plurality of Species; but in
the Bedy, and in the Spirtt. Oh ! how
true 1t 1s, that the Medicine of our Stone
1s one Thing, one Veflel, one Conjunéti-
on. All the Artifice begins by one Thing,
and ends by one Thing, altho’ the Philofo-
phers, with a Defign to conceal this (great
_ J+8 | e
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Art) defcribe feveral ways, wiz. a coatinual
Conjunétion, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a
Deficcation, and as many other (Ways and
Operations) more, as may be Inamed by difte-
rent Names : But (*) the Diffolution of the 37-
Body is not made, but in its own Blood.

Geber fays thus = There is a Swlppur
the Profundity of Adercury, which cooks it
and which _cigc-.ﬁs it in the Vein of the
Mines, during a very long time. . Thus you
fce my dear Gold, that I have fully de-
monftrated to you, that this Sulphur 1s ons
ly in me ; becaufe I do all my {elf alone,
without your help, and without that  of all
your Brothers, and of all your Compani-
ons. I have no Need of you; but you all
have Need of me, for as much as. I can
give Perfection to you all, and raife you all
above the States which Nature has plac’d
you in. ~

At thefe laft Words, the Gold grew. fus
rioufly enrag’d, mot knowing what to an-
{wer any further ; he confulted (however)
with his Brother Aercury, and they agreed
together, thar they would aflift one ano-
ther, (hoping) that they being two againft
our Stone, which 1s but one and alone,
they might eafily overcome it ; fo that af-

ter not having been able to conquer it by
| C 4 dif-
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difputing, they took a Refolution to put
it to Death by the Sword. In this de 1in
they join’d their Forces, to make them the

ftronger by uniting their double Power.

Battle ‘'was given : Our Stone difplay’d
its Force and ies Valour ; fought them both,

. (*) overcame them, deftioy’d them, and

fwallowed up both the one and the other;
in a manner that there remained no fign,

- whereby one might know what was become

39

of them. -
* Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear
of God before your Eyes, what I tcll you
ought to'make you know the Truth, and
luminate your Minds as much as is necef~
fary to underftand the Foundation of  the
greatelt and the moft precious of all Trea-
fures, which no Philofopher has {o clearly
explained, difcovered, or brought to Light.
You have then no need of any Thing
elfe.  This only remains, that you pray to
God, that' he would make you arrive at
the Pofleflion of a2 Jewely, which is of an
ineftimable Value. "Next to this, fharpen
your Mind, read the Wiitings of the Wife
with Prudence ; work with Diligence (and
Exactnefs,) aét not rafthly in fo precious a
Work. (*) It’s time is ordainedp by Na-
ture 5 1n the like manner as the Fruits which
are
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of
Grapes which the Vine does bear.  Be up-
right of Heart, and Fmpofe to your {elf
(in your Work) an honeft End; other-
wife God will grant you nothing ; (¥)
for he doth not communicite (fo great) a °°
Gift, except to thofe who will make a good

ufe of it ;" and he depriveth them thereof;
who defign to make ufe of it to commit
Evil. I pray to God that he may give
you his (holy) Blefling. .Amen.

A DIS-
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DISCOURSE

BET W EEN

Eudoxus and Pyrophilus,

UPON THE
ANCIENT W AR
if OF THE
K NIG 8T S

PTROPHIL'Z)S

=] O S T happy Moment, that
brings me fo luckily to meet
N you here! T have for a long

Al time moft earneftly wifh’d for
' — an opportunity of entertaining
you with the Progrefs I have made in Phi-

lofoplys
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lofophy, by reading thofe Authors, you ads

vifed me to read, to mftru& me fundamen-
tally in that Divine Science, which by way
of Excellency is calld Philofiphy. =~

g i DAL XS

|

The fecing you thus again, gives me no

o

lefs Joy, and that will flill be increafed by

Learning -the- Advantages Kou have gained
t

b}’ your Application to
facred Science. :

PYROPHILUS.

1 fhall be indebted to you, not only for
all that I now know of it, but !ikewife for

what I fhall hope to penefratéAin’ the Se--

phick. Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con-
tinue to lend me tﬁc Afliftance of your
Knowledge. It was you that infpired me
with all the needful Courage, to undertake
a Study, whofe firlt Diﬂgx

unpenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually
to blunt the Points of Wits, that are moit
acute 1n the fearch of hidden Truth : But
thanks to your good Counfel, I find my
felf but the more animated to purfue my
Enterprize. ' '

culties appeared

E T-

e Study of our

AohH o
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ExoD 0O X TS

T am pleafed, that I have not been mif-
taken in the Judgment of the Charatter of
your mind, you have it of the temper 1t
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know-
ledge that furmounts the Capacity of an
ordinary Genius, and not to foften under
{0 many Difficulties as renders the San&tu-
ary ‘of our Philofophy almoft unacceflible.
I very much applaud ‘that Force with which
I know you have combated the ufual Dif~
courfes of certain Wits, who think them-
{elves concerned in honour to treat as Whims-

_cf? and Chimera, whatever they do mot un-

erftand, becaufe they are unwilling it fhould

-, be faid, that others can difcover Truths of

which they have 1o Knowledge.

PR OP HI EVS;

I never thought there was much Attenti-
on due to the Reafoning of fuch as will de-
cide in Things they underftand not 5 but I
confefs to you, that had any thing been able
to turn me from a Science, for which I
have ever had a ftrong natural Inclination,
1t would have been that fort of Shame that
I'Enorance hath faftned upon Inquirers into
this Philofophy : It is really troublefome to

' be
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be obliged to hide ones Application to 1t 3
as one muft either do, or pafs in the Opi-
nion of the World, for a Man that bufies
himfelf in vain Chimera’s; but as Truth
where-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for
me, nothing has had the Power to divert
me from this Study. 1 have read the Wri-
tings of a great many Philofophers; 1o lefs
confiderable for their Learning, than for
their Probity ; and as it could never enter
into my Thoughts, that fo great Perfonages
werefo many publick Impoftors, I would
needs examine their Principles with {erious
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths
they advance, altho’ I pretend not to com-
prehend them all.

A 8 0 e

You oblige me much by the Juftice
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but
pray tell me, what Philofophers you have par-
ticularly read, and which are thofe that have
given you moft Satisfaction ¢ I contented
my felf with recommending to you only
{fome few.

PTROPHILQS.
To reply to your demand, 1 (heuld
make a long Catalogue, for I have read the

Philo-
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Philofophers many Years without ceafing. 1
have fought Knowledge in its Source, T have
read the fmaragdine Table, the feven Chap-
ters of Hermes with their Commentaries:
I have read Geber, the Turba, Rofary, Tbea-
trum, Bibliothegne, Chymical Cabinet, and par-
ticularly Artephins, Arnold de villa nova, Ray-
mond Lally, Trevifis, Flamel, Zacchary, and

many others, Antient and Modern, whom

,fI Bame not ; among others, Bafil, Palentines
Cofmoapolita, and Philalethes.

I affure you I was terribly put to it; to
to find the effential Point in which they
all fhould agree, they making ufe of Ex-
preflions fo JiPEering, and often, feem to be
oppofite. Some fpeak of the Matter in ab-
ftra®ed Terms,- others in Terms com-
unded : Some exprefs only certain Qua-
{:i?ies of the Matter, others %ck upon quite
different Properties ; fome confider it'in a
State purely natural, others fpeak of it in a
State of fome of the Perfeltions it receives
from Art: And all this together flings one
into fuch a Labyrinth of Difficulties, that
1t is no wonder that moft of thofe who
read the Philofiphers, do form quite diffe-
rent Conclufions. s
I did not content my {cIf to read the

chief- Authors you directed me to barely

ence
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once over; T read them over again and a-
gain, cven as often as 1 thougﬁt I could
draw new Inftrutions from them, either as
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre-
parations, whereon depends the whole Suc-
cefs of the Work. 1 have made Extralts
from all the beft Books. I have meditated
thereon Day and Night, until I thought I
knew the Matter, and its different Prepara-
tions, which Property is but one and the
fame continued Operation.  But I'avow to
you, that after fuch folid Pains, I took a
fingular Pleafure to read the Antient Quar-
rel of the Philofophers Stone with Gold and
Mercnry 5 the Neatnefs, the Simplicity, and
the Solidity of this Trat have charmed
me ; and as it is a {tanding Truth, that he

who underftands one triue Philofopher - per=

fectly, does moft certainly underftand them
all ; permit me, if you pleafe, to ask you
fome Queftions concerning thisy and have
the Goodnefs to anfiver me with the fame
Sincerity that you have always ufed towards
me. Iaflure my felf; that after that, T{hali
be as much inftruéted as it is neceffary to
be to put my Hand to the Work, and hap-
pily to arrive at the Poffeflion of the oreateft
of all thofe teraporal Bleflingsy wherewith
it pleafes God to honeur thofe who Labour
w his' Love and Fean. E T-
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1 am ready to fatisfy your Demands, and
{hall be very glad to hear you touch the ef=
{fential Point, whillt Tam in the Refolution to
conceal nothing from you of what may ferve
for the Inftruétion you may think you
want : But I believe it will be proper that
I firt make you fome Remarks, that will

- very much contribute to clear fome impor-

tant Paflages of the Tract you have men-

tioned. oy |
Remark then, that the term Srome 1s ta=
ken in many different Acceptations, and 1n
particular with regard to the three different
Stations of the Work ; which makes Geber
fay, That there are three Stones, which are
the three Medicines anfwering to the three
Degrees of PerfeCtion of the Work ; fo
that the Stone of the firft Order, is the
Matter of the Philofophers perfectly purified,
and reduced into a pure mercurial Subftance;
the Stone of the fecond Order, is the fame
Matter decoéted, digefted, and fixed into
an incombuftible Sulphur ; the Sione of the
third Order, is the very fame Matter fer-
mented, multiplied; and pufhed to the laft
Perfettion of Tin&ure fixt, permanent, and
i tInging s

oy
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itinging : And thefe three Stones are the
ithree Medicines of the three Kinds.

Remark further; that there is a great
[Difference between the Stone of the Philo-
Vophers, and the Philofophick_ Stone. The
firft is the Subject of Philofophy, confidered
an the State of its firft Prepararion, in which
at is truly a Stone, fince it is folids hard,
theavy, brittle, frangible; itis a Body (fays
Philalethes) becanfe it flovs in Fire like a Me-
wal; and yet it is a Spirit, for i is wfmz’tjf
\Polatile. It is the Componnd and the Stone that
contains the Humidity, that vuns in the Fire
\(fays Arnoldus in his Letter to the King of
INaples) it is in this State that it is 2 middle
Subftance betrween a Metal and Mercury (as
ithe Abbot Sinefius exprefles it) it is in fine
in this State, that Geépfr confiders its where
the fays in two Places of his Summa, Zake
onr Stone, that 15 to [ay, (faith he,) the Adar-
ter of onr Stone, juit as if he had faid, take
the Philofopher’s Stone, which is the Matter
of the Philofophick_Stone.

The Philofophick_ Stone, is therefare the
fame Stone of the Philofaphers 5 when by
the fecrer Magiftery it is exalted to the Per-
ife&ion of the third Order, tranimuting all
imperfeCt Metals into pure Go/d or Sitver,
iaccording to the Nature of the Ferment

D adjomned
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adjoined to it.  Thefe Diftinétions will do
you confiderable Service, to unfold the dif=
ficult Senfe of the Philofophical Writings, .
and to clear up divers Paflages of this very
Author, upon which you intend to' dif--
courfe me. _
PYROPHILTUS. 7

T already difcern the Utility of thefe Re-.
marks, and find in them the Explication of!
fome of my Doubts ; but before we pafs:
any further, pray tell me whether the Author:

of this little Tra&, which I fpeak of; de-.

ferves the Approbation that many learned|
Men do give it, and whether it contains the:
whole Secret of the Work ?
EOD O X6 5
Youneed not doubt, but that this Treatife:
is done by the Hand of atrue Adept, and con-
fequently merits the Efteem and Approbation:
of Philofophers. T he principal Deflign of this
Author, is to undeceive an almoft infinite
Number of Artifts, who deceived by the lite~
ral Senfe of our Writings, obftinately perfifty
that the Magiftery is to be effected by the
Conjunction of Gold with Adercury varioufly:
repared ; and to convince them abfolutely,
¢ maintains with the beft and moft Anti-
ent Philofophersy (*) that rhe Hovk is- g
- madd
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\#ade bnt of one only T hingy of one orly and
the [ame Species.

PTROPHIL7U S.

That is the very firft of the Places that
taifed me fome Scruples ;5 for methinks one
\may reafonably doubt, that Perfection ought
to be {fought in one only {elf fame Subftance,
:and that without adding any Thing to 1t,
ione can be able to make all Things of it.
"“The Philofaphers on the contrary fay, that
ot only we muft remose the Superfluities
\from the Matter, but what 1s wanting muft

likewife be added to 1t.
F O DOXY SR

It is eafy o deliver you from that Doubt
by this comparifon ; in the fame manner as
Juices extratted from divers Herbs, depu-
‘Tated from their Faces, and incorporated to-
.gether, make but one Confection of one on-
dy and felf fame Species 3 {o the Philofophers,
‘with Reafon, call their prepared Mateer, one
‘only and felf fame Thing, although we are
fot ignorant that it is a natural Compound
‘of cerrain Subftances from one fame Roots
‘and of one fame Kind, making together one
whole compleat Homogencity 5 1n this Senfe
the Philofophers do all agree, though fome
z i e 13y
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{ay, their Matter is compounded of two
Things, and others of three ; though fome
write, that it confifts of four, and fome of
five ; and others again, that it is but one
only Thing : They are all equally in the
right, becaufe divers Things of one and the
fame Kind naturally and intimately united,
even as feveral Waters diftilled from Herbs,
and mingled rogether, do indeed conftitute
but one only felf-fame Thing ; and this is
done in our Art, and fo much more funda-
mentally, as the Subftances that make up
the philofophical Compound, differ lefs a-
mong themfelves, than forrel Water differs
from lettice Water.

PYROPHILWUS.

I have nothing to reply to what you
have faid, 1 comprehend the Senfe of it ve-
ry well; but there remains with me a Doubt
upon this Occafion, that I know feveral
Perfons well verfed in the reading of the
belt Philofophers, and who yet follow a Me-
thod quite contrary to the firft Foundation
that our Author lays ; that is to fay, that

-(J‘) I'hf Pkﬂ’:‘?ﬁph!ﬂdz Mﬂfﬁ" ;J{«iﬁl:? 70 ﬁf’t’."ﬁif’

of any T hing whatfoevery other than to be

fiimu’-mﬁ wid Eﬂﬁgﬁfﬁfﬁ'd. For thefe Perfons
begin the work by Coagulation ;5 they muft
| there=t
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therefore work upon a liquid Matter, ine
ktead of a Srone ; pray inform me, whether

his Method be that of Truth ?
ET DvOvY T 8.

Your Remark is very judicious, the great-
It part of true Philofophers are of the fame
entiment with this Author. The Matter has
o need but to be diflolved, and then coa-
ulated ; Mixtion, Conjunétion, Fixation,
voagulation, and other like Operations, are
sade almoft of themfelves ; but Solution is
e great Secret of the Art. It is this el
ntial Point that the Philsfophers do not re-
zaal.  All the Operations of the firft Work,
- of the firft Medicine, is nothing (to
zak properly) but a continual Solution ;

that Calcination, Extra@ion, Sublimati-
1, Diftillation, is but a true Solution of
€ Matter.  Geber taught not the Neceffi-

of Sublimation, but becaufe it not only
trifies the Matter from its grofs and com-
ttible Parts ; but alfo, becaufe it difpofecs
‘Solution, from whence refults the Mer-
m1al Humidity, which is the Key of the
(ork.

D3 PYTRO-
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PYROPHILUS.

I am now well fortified againft thofe pres
tended Philofophers, who are of a contrary
Sentiment to this Author ; and I know not,
how they can imagine that their Opinion

fquares exaétly with the beft Authors ¢

EUVUDOXTUS

This very Author alone fuffices to let
them fee their Eiror, he explains himfelf
by a very right {imile of Ice, which melts,

3. with the leaft Heat ; to let us know, (*)

" That the principal Operation is to procure the
Solution of @ Matter hard and dry, coming near
to the Nature of 4 Stone ; which, neverthe-
kfs, by the Adion of the natural Fire,
ought to be refolved into a dry Water, as:
eafily as Ice is meleed by the lealt Heat.

PTROPHILUS.

I fhould be extreamly obliged @ you, if

you would be fo kind to ingorm me, what

4_':11: is you calt (*) the natmral Fire. 1 very
" well know it is the principal Key of the

Art, many Philofophers have expreficd  the:

Nature of it by very obfcure: Parables ; -bug:

I do confefs to you, that I have not as yet:

been able to comprehend this Myftery.

Y A @1-:
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ETQDAOAXT S

It is indeed the great Myftery of the
Art, all other Myfteries of this fublime
- Philofophy depending on the Knnwlcdﬁf: of
this. How fatisfed fhould I be, might I
nakedly explin this Secret to you; %ut I
cannot do that, which no Philofopher be-
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea-
fonably expect of meis to tell you, that the
natural Fire whereof this Philofopher {peaks,
is a potential Fire, that burns not the Hands,
but makes its Efficacy appear, being a lietle
excited by the exterior Fire. It is therer
fore a Fire truly Secret, that this Author in
the Title of his Work calls Lausar Vulcan.
Artephins has made a more ample Defcripti-
on of it, than any other Philofopher. Pon-
sanns has copied him, and tells us, that he
erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew
not this Fire, ’till he had read and under-
ftood Aprrephins 5 this myfterious Fire 1s na-
“gural, becaufe it is of one fame Nature with

the philofophick Matter ; but, neverthelefs,.

the Artift prepares them hoth.

PYROPHILTUS.
What you have told me, rather excites,

than fatisfies my Curiofity. Blame not the
fantm it 1 5 carneft

39
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earneft Requeft I make you, to inftru& me
more clearly, 1n a Point of fuch Impor-
tance, that without the Knowledge of i,
it were in vain to pretend to the Work ;
for without 1t, one meets a full Stop, after
the firft Step made in the practick Part of
the Work.

ETV DO XD S,
The wife Men have been no lefs referved

concerning their Fire, than concerning their
Matter ; fo that it is not in my Power to
add any Thing to what T have faid of it.
I remit you therefore to Areephins and Pon-
tanus.  Confider only with Application,
that this natural Fire 1s an artificial Inven-
tion of the Artift, that it is proper to cal-
cine, diflolve, and fublime the Stoze of the
Philofophers 5 and that there is but this one
fort of Fire in the World able to produce
the ike Effe&. Confider that this Fire is
of the Nature of Lime or Calx, and that it
is in no fort a Stranger, with regard to the
Subject of Philofophy. Confider, in fine,
alfo by what means Geber teaches to make
the Sublimations requifite te this Art; for
my part I can do no more, but make for
you the fame with that another Philofopher
' made,
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m-de, That the Stars of Venus and horned
Diapa may be propitionsto yor.

. PrROPHILUS.
I fhould have been glad you had {poken

more intelligibly, but fince there are certain
Bounds, beyond which the Philsfophers can-
not pafs 5 I content my felf with what you
have made me Remark ; T will again read
over Artephins with more Application, than
I have yet done, and I fhall not forget what
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of the
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe
to be prepared by thofe that have a perfect
Knowledge of Chymiftry ; that this Fire is
not a&ually hot, but that it 1s a fiery Spi-
rit, introduced into a Subject of one felf
{ame Nature with the Stone, and which be-
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire,
calcines, diffolves, fublimes the Stone, and
refolyes it into a dry Warer, as Cofmopolire has
exprefled it.

FEUDQXLU S
You perfectly comprehend what I have
been telling you; I find {o by the Com-
mentary you add to it. You muft know:
that from this firlt Solution, Calcination, or
Sublima-
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Compound ; for juft as we are not nou-
rithed by Wheat, fuch as Nature produces
it ; but we are obliged to reduce 1t nto
Meal, to feparate from it the Bran, to make
it into Pafte with Water, to make Bread of
it, which mult be baked in an Oven to be-
come a proper Aliment ; in the {ame man-
ner, we take the Stone, we grind, or pow=
der it, we feparate from it by the fecret
Fire its Terreftreity 5 we {ublime ity, we
diffolve it with the Water of the Sea of the
wife Men ; we decoét this fimple Con-
feCtion, to make of it a fovercign Medicine.

PrROPHILUS.

Give me leave to tell you, that there
feems to me fome difference in this Compa-
rifon. The Author fays, that one muft
take this Mineral alone, to make this great
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we
cannot make Bread ; it is neceffary to add
to it, not only Water, but Leaven,

EUDOXUS.

You have already the Anfwer to this
Objection ; in as much as this Philofopher s
like all the reft, forbids not abfolutely to add
any Thing, but that nothing ftrange, or con-
trary be added. The Water that 1s added

|3
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to the Meal, and the Leaven likewife, are
nothing ftrange, or contrary tothe Meal ;
the Grain of which *tis made was nourithed
by Water in the Earth ; and Water is there-
fore of a Nature analogical to Meal : So rhe
Water of the Sea of the Philofophers, is of
the fame Nasnre with onr Stone ; becaufe all
that is comprized under the Mineral, and
metallick Gendre, was formed and nourithed
of that very fame Water in the Bowels of
the Earth, whither it penctrates with the
Influence of the Stars.  You may plainly
fee; by what I have faid, that the Philofo~

phers do not contradi® themfelves, when

they fay it is one only {clfaSubftance, and
when they fpeak of it 25 a compound  of
many Subftances of one only, and, felf fame
Species.

BYROPHIZIT S
I think there is none but muft be con-
vinced by {o folid Reafons as thofe you al-
ledge. But tell, if you pleafe, whether I
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from
that Paffage of our Author, where he fays,

g.that (*) thofé that lnow after what man-

wer Aetals and Ainerals onght to be treat-
edy may go directly to the Work they aim a.
If this be {0, 1t 1s e?idgsnt that _the Mat-

tr



Trivmen.

ter and Subje@ of the Art muft not be
{fought for, but in the Family of Metals and
Minerals, and that all that work upon other
Subje&s, are in the Road of Error.

EUDOXUS.

I will anfwer, your confequence is very
well drawn ; this Philofopher 1s not alone in
- {peaking thus, he agrees therein with the

reate{lt Number, Antient and Modern. Ge-
i*r, who perfectly knew the Magiftery, and
who ufedP no Allegory, treats throughout
his whole Summa only of Metals and Mi-
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the
right manner of performing them, to make
the Work of them. - But as the pi.ilofophick
Matter 1s partly Body, and partly Spirit,
as in one Senfe 1t 1s Terreftrial, and in ano-
ther it 1s all Celeftial ; and as fome Authors
confider it in one Senfe, and others treat of
it in another, this has given Occafion to
the Error of a great Number of Artifts ;
who under the Name of Univerfalifts, re-

45

ject every Matter that hath received a de- -

terminative from Nature ; becaufe they can-
not deftroy the particular Matter, to fepa-
rate from it the Grain which is the pure u-
niverfal Subftance, which the particular Mat-
ter {huts up in its Bofom, and to whi;h

the
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the wife and illuminated Artift can abfo=
lutely render all the Univerfality neceffary
to it, by the natural Conjunction’ that he
makes of this Germ, with the moft univer~
fal Matter, from whence it hath drawn its
Origimal. Be not fiighted at thefe fingular
Expreffions, our Art 1 Cabilittick. You
will eafily comprehend thefe Myfteries be-
fore you are got to the end of the Quefti~
~ons, which you defign to make me upon the
Author that you examifie.

PTROPHILUS.

If you gave me not this hope, I pro<
teft to you, that thefe myfterious Obfcuri-
ties were enough to put me quite off, and
make me Defpair of my good Succefs ; but
I repofe an entire Confidence in what you
tell me, and I very well comprehend, 7har
the Metals of the ¥'ulgar, dre not the Metals of
the Philofophers ; for it is evident, thar to be
fich they mnft be deftroyed, and ceafé to be
Metals : And the wife' Man wants nothing

udscovd” but the vifg:fis Humidity, which is their
~ firft Matter from which the Philofophers
make their living Metals by an Artifice, that
is as Secret as it 1s founded upon the Princi-

ples of Nature; is not that your meaning ¢

E T
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E DG X U155 dian.

If you are as well acquainted with the
Laws of the Practice of the Work, as you
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you
have no need of my Inftrutions.

B R'G.P H.ILLUS.

I beg your Pardon, I am very far from
being fo great a Proficient ; what you take
for an EffeCt of a perfet Knowledge of the
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expref-
fion that T have got by reading of Au-
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo-
;y. I am on the contrary ready to De-
pair of ever atraining to f{uch a Pitch of
Knowledge, when 1 confider, that this Phi-
bofopher requires, 2s do divers others, that
he that afpires to this Science, (*) fhould
know externally and internally the Properties of
all T'hingsy and that he penetrate into the Depih
of the Operations of Nature. Tell me, if you
pleafe, who 1s the Man that can flatter him-

{elf to arrive at a Knowledge of {o vaft an
Extent ?

ELTD .0 XU S.

It is true, this Philsfopher puts no Bounds
to the Learning of him, who pretends to

under=

&7
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underftand fo miraculous an Art; for the
wife Man ought to be perfeétly acquainted
with Nature in general, and her Operations,
as well in the Center of the Earth, in the
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up-
on the Earth in the producive of Vegeta-
bles and Animals. He ought alfo to know
the univerfal Matter, and the Matter parti-
cular and immediate, upon which Nature
‘works for the Generation of all Beings ;
he ought, in fine, to know the Afhnity
and Sympathy, as allo the Antipathy and
natural Avergon that is found in all Things
of the World. Such was the Science of
the great Hermes, and of the firlt Phi-
lofophers, who like him arrived at ‘the
Knowledge of this fublime Philofophy,
by their penetrating Minds, and by the
Strength of their Reafoning ; bur fince this
Science was committed to Writing, and that
the general Knowledge of which I gave you
an Idea 15 to be found in good Boo{s 3
R eading, Meditation, good Senfey and a fuf-
ficient Practice in Chymiftry, may give al-
moft all the neceffary Light to acquire the
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ;
add thereto Uprightnefs of Heart, and of
Intention, without which it is impofiible
to fucceed.

PTRO-
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BL RO Pl L IS

You give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have
dead much; I have meditated yet more 5
'L have exercifed my felf in the Practife of
(Chymiftry 5 I have verified the faying of
cdrtephins, who aflures; That ke knows not
the Compofition of Metalsy wwho is ignovant how
#hey muft be deffroyed; and without this De-
Htruction it is impoflible to extratt the me-
rallick Humidity, which is the true Key of
the Art ; fo that T can affure my {elf; that
@ have acquired the greateft part of the
Qualities that according to you, are requi-
ved in him that afpires to this high Under-
Htanding : T have, befides, a very particu-
dar Advantage, and that is the Goodnefs that
you have in being willing to communi-
«ate a part of your Knowledge to me in the
«clearing of my Doubts ; permit me; there-
fore, to go on, and to ask you upon what
Foundation Gold ufes fuch outragious Terms
to the Stone of the Philofophers, (*) Calling 8.
¥t a venomons Worm, and treating it with the
wAppellation of Enemy of Men, and of Metals

B0 DG X1].S, |
Thefe Expreflions ought not to feem
lyange to you, the Philofophers themfelves
| ‘ E call
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call their Stone Dragon and Serpent, in—

- feéting all Things with its Venom. Its Sub-

ftance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon,,
which the Philofopher {hould know how to)
change into an Antidote by Preparation and|
Deco&tion. The Stone is moreover the E-
nemy of Metals, fince it deftroys them,,
and devours them.  Cofmapolite fays, there:
is a Metal, and a Steel, which 15 as the:
Wiser sof Metals, which has the Power tos
confume Meralsy, that there is nothing but the:
radical Mdoifture of the Sun, and of the Noony,
that caxn vefift it. But take heed that you do nom
here confound the Philofopher’s Stone, withs
the Philofophick_ Stone ; becaufe, if the firfH
like a true Dragon deftroys and devours the:
imperfect Metals ; yet the fecond, as a fo--
vereign Viedicine, tranfmutes them into per=
fect Metals, and makes the perfe@ more than
perfect, and fic tomake perfect the imperfect..

P-YRG P B LS.

Yhat you fay not only confirms me in:
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read-
ing, Meditaticn, and Praétice ;- but like=
wife gives me a new additional Light, whofe:
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, unden
which the moft important philofophick
‘Truths have {cemed to-me “till now to be

vailed.
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wailede And I now conclude from our
‘Author’s Words, that thofe great Phyfici-
ans are miftaken, who believe (*) T'har the 9.
wuniverfal Medicine is in Gold valgar. Do
me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in
this Point.

- Fe AL NG X TS

_ There is no doubt but Gold poffefles great
Virtues for the Prefervation of Health, and
or curing the moft dangerous Difeafes.
£ U h and J, are every Day ufefully
mployed by Phyficians, as likewife is q;
recaufe their Solution or Decompofition
vhich manifefts their Properties, 15 eafier
han that of ® 5 and therefore the more fuch
r‘re%aratinns as the vulgar Artifts make of
w have an Agreement with the Principles
nd Prattice of our Art ; the more t ey
aake appear, the marvellous Virtues of @
ut l tell you in Truth, that without the
nowledge of our Magiftery (which only
i teach the effential DefbuGion of ©)
is impofhible to make the univerfal Medi-
me of it ; but the wife can make it much
ore cafily with the Gold of Philofophers,
an with @ vulgar ; and fo you fee this
uthor makes the Stone reply to ®, Thar
might rather be angry swith God, becanfe
B 2 be
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he had not given it thofe Advantages where=
svith be had been pleafed only to endue the
Stone. |

Ry R0 P H FEUS.

To this firft Injury that @ does to the
Stone, it adds a fecond, (*) Calling it fugi-
tive and cheaty deceiving all thofe that place
any hope in it. Inftruct me, pray, how to
fupport the Innocence of the Stone, and
juftify it from a Scandal of this Nature.

ET DO XS

Call to mind the Remark, that I have:
already caufed you to make, touching the:
three different States of the Stone ; anf you
will then know, as well as my felfy that of’
Neceffity it muft in its beginning be all Vo=
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, for to)
be depurated from all manner of Terreftrei-
ty, and brought from Imperfetion to the:
Perfe@ion that the Magiftery gives it mi
its other States ; and therefore the Reproachi
intended it by @, turns into its Praife ; for|
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be=:
ginning, it would be impofiible to give it at:
It the PerfeGtion and Fixity that are ne=
ceffary to it ; fo that if it deccives any, iff

| It
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is only the ignorant ; but it is always faithful
o the Sons of the Science. |

PR QB L E TS,

What you tell me is a certain Truth ; 1
nave learned from Geber, that only Spirits,
that is to fay, Polatile Subffances are capable
to penetrate Bodies, to be united to them, to
thange, tinge, and perfect them ; when thefé

irits have been cleared from their grofs Parts,
wid aduflible Humidity.  And thus T am
rully fatsfied upon this Point; but as I
perceive the Stone (¥) hasa great Contempt
or @, and boafls to contain in its Bofom a
Sold infinitely mare precions ; do me the fa-
sour to tell me how many forts of © the
Bhilofophers own.

E LD OX U S.

To leave you nothing to defire concern-
mg the Theory, and the Practice of our
Shilofophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac-
cording to the Philofophers, there are three
orts of @.

The firft 15 an Aftral ©, whofe Center
s+n the Sun, who by its Rays communi-
sates it, together with its Light to all the
dtars, thar are inferiour to him. It 1S a
sery Sublftance, and a continual Emanation

E 3 of
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of little folar Bodies, which by the Motion
of the Sun and Stars, being m a perpéetual
- Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe ;-
all Things through the Extent of the Hea-
vens, upon the Earth, and in 1ts Bowels are
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual-
ly this Aftral Gold, thefe folar Particles in~
ceflantly penetrate into, and exhale from our
Bodies. |
The fecond is an Elementary O, that 15
to fay, it is the moft pure and the moft.
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the .
Subftances that are compofed of them ; fo
that all the fublunary Beings of the three
Genders, contain m their Center a precious.
Grain of this elementary Gold. |
The third is the beautiful Metal, whofe
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it
a Value, that makes it efteemed by all Men
as a fovereign Remedy of all the Ilks, and
alk-the Necellities of Life, and as thé only
Foundation of humane Power and Gran-
deur ;5 and therefore it is no lefs the object
of the Avarice of the greateft Princes, than
1t 1s the wifh and deﬁre of all manner of
People. fen
After this you will eafily conclude, that
the merallick Go/d is not the Gold of the.
Philofophers, and that it is not without a

Ky ~good
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twood Foundation, that in this Controver-
Hy before us, the Stone reproaches © with
imot being what it prefumes to be, but that
11t is the Stone which hides in its Bofom
tthe true ® of the wife Man, that 1s to fay,
tthe two firft Sorts of ©, that I jult now
mamed to you ; for you muit know, that
tthe Stone being the moft pure Portion of
ithe metallick Elements, after the Separation
:and Purification, which the wife Man has
rmade of it; it follows, that it 1s properly the
tGold of the fecond fort ; but when this ®
iperfetly calcined and exalted unto the Clean-
mefs, and to the Whitenefs of Snow, has
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym-
ipathy with the Aftral Gold, of which 1t is
wifibly become the true Magnet, it attralts
wand concenters in it {elf fo great a Quanti-
ity of Aftral Gold, and of folar Particles,
wwhich it receives from the continual Emana«
ition that is made of them from the Center
cof the Sun, and of the Moon, that it 1s found
iin the neareft Difpofition to be the living
t&old of the Philoféphers, infinitely more no-
Ible, and more precious than the metallick
\©®, which is a Body without a Soul, and
tcannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold,
iand by the Means of our Magiftery,

E 4 PYRO-

55



8
56 The HERMETICAL

PYROPHILUS.

How many Clouds do you diffipate in
my Mind, and how many philofophical
Myfteries do you unfold to me ar a time, by
the admirable Things you tell me! I {hall
never be able to give you all the Thanks I
oweyou, Iconfefs,Tam no longer furprized,
that the Stone pretends to the preference

- before ®, nor that it difpifes its Bright-
nefs, and its imaginary Merit ; fince the
{malleft Part of what the Stone gives to
the Philofophers, is of more value than all
the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have
the Goodnefs to continue your favour to-
wards me, as you have begun, and do me
the Kindnefs to tcll me, how the Stone can

T2.afcribe to it felf as an honour (*) 0 be 4
matter fluid, and not permancnt ; fince all the

Philofophers affirm it to be more fixt then
® 1t felf,

£ U DioOIW-S,

You fee, that your Author affures, that
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad-
vantage of the Artift; but he adds, that
1 is neceflary at the fame Time, that the
Artft know how to extra& this Fluidity,
and which is the only Thing whereof the

Philafi

|
! ‘
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Philofopber has need, as T have told you
already ;5 {o that to be fluid, volatile, and not
permanent, are qualities as neceflary to the
Stone in its firff State, as are its fixity and
permanency when it is in the State of its
utmoft PerfeCtion; it is therefore with rea-
fon that the Stone efteems that quality as
an honour, and fo much the rather as the
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone
1s notwithftanding endued with a Soul
more fixt than Gold: But Itell you once
more, that the great Secret confifts in know-
ing how to extract the Humidity of the
Stone. T have appraifed you, that this is in-
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And
upon this very Point it 15, that the great
Hermes cries out, Bleffed be the watry Form
which diffolves the Elements. Happy then is
the Aruft who not only knows the Stone,
but alfo can turn it into Water. Which
cannot be done by any other means, than
by our fecret Fire, which calcines, dif=
folves, and fublimes the Stone,

PEROQPEHITILUS
Whence comes it then, (*) That among A
bundyed Artiftsy there is [Carce one to be found
that works with the Stone ; and that inftead
of fticking to this oncand only matter (alone
| able
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Matter of Phifqﬁpher;; and I am fully per-
fuaded of it, {feeing upon how weak a
Foundation ® builds the pretence of its
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that
purpofe thefe words of (*) Hermes ; The 14+
Sun is its Fathcry and the Moon is its Mother,

E U2 0. %1 5.

This Foundation is frivolous ; I have told
you what the Philofophers mean when they
attribute tJ the Sun and Moon the Prin-
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars
are indeed the firft Caufe of it; they in-
{pire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy.
And therefore it is that they are its Fa-
ther and Mother.

P R-OPH LS.

All the Philofiphers fay as this, (*) Tha |
the Phyfcal Tiniture is compofed of a red
and incombufbible Sulphur, and of a clear
and. a well purified B 3 is this Authority
any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be
concludedg, that Gold and AMercary are the
Matter of the Stone?

B LLE % L8,
You ought not to have forgotten, that
all ‘the Philofophers unanimoufly declaire,
that

§e
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be converted into @, which is impoflible,
or that all the ® fhould be turned mto ¥,
or into fome middle Subftance, there would
never be found more of folar Tincture 11
this ConfeGion, than there was in the
Gold, thus mingled with the & ; and by
confequence it would have no tinging Vir-
tue, nor multirlyin? Power. But it 18
moft certain, that there never can be any
perfect, Union of © and ¥ ; for this fu-
~ gitive Companion will abandon the &, as
{oon as ever it is prefled by the Altion of
the Fire.

Pr®¥OFHILIS

I doubt not in any fort of what you have
now told me, thng Sentiments being con-
firmed by the Experience of the mo folid
Philofophers, who openly declare themfelves
again{t Gold and Mereury vulgar; but at
the fame Time I have a doubt, which
is this, that it being true, that the Philg-
faphers never fpeak the Truch lefs, than when
they feem openly to exphin themfelves,
may they not, as touching the evident
Exclufion of ¢, deceive thofe who take the
Senfe of their Expreflions according to the
Letter 2 Or may one rely upon for a Cer-
tainty, as this Author fays, (¥) Tha the

| ' Philofo-

b1
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on; the moft penetrating Wit, (without the
Afliftance of a faithful Friend, who is a Ma-
fter,) not being fufficient to diftinguifh
Truth from Falthood; it beine next to
impoffible, that by the only help of Books,
and of Labour, and Experiments, one
fhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge
of the Matter,- and much lefs to acquire
the underftanding of the Practice of an Art
fo fingular, how plain, how natural, and
how eafy foever the fame may be.

ETR PR LN

I know by my own Experience, how
needful is the help of a true Friend, fuch
as you are. In the want of which, me-
thinks, fuch Artifts that have Wi, good
Senfe and Probity, have no better way than
to confer together often, fometimes upon
what Light they draw from the reading of
good Books, and fometimes upon the Dif-
coveries their Experiments afford them ;
that {o from the Diverfity and comparing of
their different Sentiments, there may {pring
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they
may be enabled to carry their Difcoverics
to the laft Pericd of this fecret Science. I
coubt not but you approve of my Opini-
on ; but as T know tﬁat feveral Artifts re-

63
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i8.

gard fas vifionary and paradoxical the Sen-
timents of thofe Authors, who maintan
with this, (%) Thar Perfection is to be ﬂmgbf
in T hings smperfect 5 1 fhall be extreamly
obliged to you, if you pleafe to give me
your Senfe upon a Point that feems to me
to be of great confequence.

PO xRS, |
You are already perfuaded of the Since=

rity and Truth of your Author; and @rou
ought {fo much the lefs to call it in Queftion

~upon this Point, in that he is of one Mind

herein with the true Philofophers ; and I
cannot better prove to you the Truth of
what he fays here; than by making ufe of
the fame Reafon; that 1)1; (quoting the
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of it. For
it is certain, that Nature {tops in her Pro-
ductions, when fhe has brought them to
their proper State and Perfeétion 3 for Ex-
ample, when from a moft clear and moft
pure mincral Water tinged by fome Porti-
on of metallick Sulphur, Nature producesa
precious Stone; fhe ftﬁps there; as fhe like-
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth
fhe hath formed & with mercurial Warer,
Mother of all Metals, impregnated with a
pure folar Swlphmr ; fo that gs 1t is not Pﬂgi'!

' le
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ble to make a Diamond, or a Ruby more pre=
cious, than it 1s in 1ts kind ; fo neither is
it in the Power of the Artift, nay, (I will
. go turther;) nor of Nature her {elf; to pufh
‘on Gold to a greater Perfection, than what
fhe has given it. It is the Philofopher that
«can only carry Nature from an undetermi-
ined Imperfection, even to a State more than
Perfect. It is therefore neéeflary, that
our Magiftery produce a plufgmam Perfettis
on, which to accomplifh, the Sage muft
begin with a Thing mmperfe&t, which be-
ing mn the way of Perfeltion, is found in
the natural Difpofition to be carried on
even to plufgunam Perfeltion, by the help
of an Art wholly Divine, which is able to
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature ; and
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subject
to a State of plufguam Perfetion, neither
icould we give Perfection to what is imper-
Hect, and all our Philofophy were vain.

EX R O P BT EV:S
There is none but muft needs yield
to the Solidity of your Reafoning ; bue
would not one be apt to think, that this
Author plainly contradi¢ts himfelf there,
here he makes the! Stone fay, that com-

mon g, (how well foever it may be pur-
| 3 oed,)
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ged,) is not the ¥ of thewife Men; and
that for this only Reafons (¥) Becaufe it is
smperfect ; when according to him, 1f 1t were
perfect, the intended Perfection were not
to be fought in it.

EU D O.XU-S

Take cood Notice of this, and obferve,
that if the ¥ of the wife Men hath been
elevated by Art from an imperfect, to a per-
fe& State, yet this Perfection is not of the
Nature of tﬁat, whereat Nature ftops in the -
Production of Things, according to the
Perfetion of their kind, fuch as 1s that of
¢ vulgar ; but on the contrary, the Per-
feftion which the Art gives to g;e ¥ of the
wife Men, is but a middle State, a Difpo-
fition, and a Power that makes it fit to be
carried by the continuance of the Work,
unto the State of plufguam Perfection, which
gives it the Faculty by the Accomplithment
of the Magiftery, atlaft to give PerfeCtion:
to the imperfect.

B.Y R O P HI.LUS
Thefe Reafons, how abftract foever, are
very plain, and make Impreflion on the
Mind ; for my patty I confefs, they fully
convince me ; [ befeech you, to have the

Good-
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Goodnefs not to be offended at the Con-
tinuation of my Inquiries. Qur Author
aflures us, that the Error into which the
Artifts fall, in taking vulgar So/ and AMer-
cury for the true Matter of the Stone, decei-
ved therein by the literal Senfe of the Philo-
| Jopherss (*) Is the great [tumbling Block_ to
T houfands of Perfons ; for my part I can’t
imagine; how with any Reading, and good

Senfe, it is poflible to harbour an Opinion fo
vifibly condemned by the beft Philofophers 2

EEED QX
And yet the Thing isfo. The Philofs-
|phers warn them to no purpofe, to take
‘heed not to be deccived by common So!
tand Mercury. Moft do, neverthelefs, obfti-
inately adhere to them, and very often after
Ihaving wrought in vain through a long
(Courfe of Years upon Matters ftrange and
foreign, and are fenfible of their fault, they
ithen come to vulgar So/ and Mercury, where-
in they find their Account no better then
Ibefore. Tt 1s true, there are fome Philofo-
kdbers, who though otherwife appearing ve-
iry f{incere, yet .timw Arufts into this Er-
iror, maintaining very ferioufly, that thofe
ithat know not the Geld of the Philofophers,
imay neverthelefs find it in common Geld
' ¥ 2 decocted
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decocted with the Adercury of the Philofo~
phers. Philalerba 1s of this Sentiment ;3 he
affures, that Count Zrevifan, Zachary, and
Flamel followed this Way ; but he addsy,
T hat it is not the true Way of the wife Meny
though it leads to the fame End. But thefe
Affurances, however {incere they may feemy
fail not to deceive the Artifts, who, defi—
rous to follow the fame Philalerha in the
Purification and Animation, that he teaches
of common Adercrury, to make the Philofo~
pher’s Mercury of ity (which is a moft grofs
Error, under which he hath hidden the
Secret of the Merm%{}f the wife Men,)
undertake upon his Word a moft painful
and almoft impoflible Work ; and after a
long Labour full of Cares and Dangers, they
get nothing but a Aercary, a litle more
impure. than 1t was at firft, inftead of a
Mercury animated with the celeftial Quime
E[fence, a deplorable Ervor that hath loft and
ruin’d, and will ftill Ruin a very great
Number of Artifts. |

PYROPHILUS. :

It 15 a great Advantage to become Wife
at another’s coft; for my part I will en-)
deavour to reap Profit from this Error by
following the gocd Authors, and guide!

|
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rmy felf by the Inftru&ions your Goodnefs
115 pleafed to give me.  One of the Things
ithat moft contributes to the blinding of
 Artifts, who adhere to ® and ¥, 15 that
ufual Expreflion of Philofophers, i. e. that
their Stone is compofed of Male and Female,
that © fupplies the place of Male, and ¥
of Female ; Tknow very well, (as my Author
here fays,) (*) That it is uot after the fame 21,
r with Metals, aswith Things thar have
ife ; but yet I fhall be very fenfibly oblig-
to you, if you will pleafe to explin
o me wherein this difference confifls.

E U DO XS

It is a conftant Truth, that the Copu-
Mation of the Male, and ef the Female is
pordained by Nature, for the Generation of
@nima!s s but this Union of the Male and

emale for the Produ&ion of the Elixir,
ms likewife for the Produétion of Me-
tals, 1s purcly Allegorical, and is no more
meceflary than for the Production of Ve-
poetables, whofe Seed contains in it felf all
that 1s required for Germination, Increafe,

d Muluplication of Plants. You will
then Remark, that the philofophical Mat-
teror ¥ of Philsfophersis a true Seed, which,

o’ Homogenous in its Subftance, is yet of

- a dou~
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a double Nature, viz. it participates equally of
the Nature of metallick S#jphur and §, nti-
mately and infeparably umited, whereof the
one reprefents the Male, and the other the
Female ; for which caufe the Philofophers call
it He hroditey (¢. e.) that it is endued
with both Sexes; fo that without having
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it
alone fuffices to produce the philofophick In=
fant, whofe Family may be infinitely multi-
plied in the fame manner, asa Grainof Wheat
with time and culture may produce a fuffi-
cient Quantity to fow a vaft Ficld,

PR OPHA L U S.
If thefe Wonders are as real as they are
probable, one muft confefs, that the Science
which gives the Knowledge of them, and

- teaches the Practife, is almoft Supernatural

and Divine ; but not to digreﬁ; from my Au-

thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not
very bold to maintain confidently, and with-

_out fhewing very pertinent Reafons, (¥)

T hat without it, no true © and D can poffi-

bly be made. Gold difputes that quality with

him, and fuftains himfelf by an Argument,
that carries much of Probability ; he lays
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as
being a grofs, impure, and venomous Mat-

ter;
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ter ; and that Go/d on the contrary is a Sub-
ftance -pure, and without Fault ; fo that,
methinks, this high Pretenfion of the
‘Stone (oppofed by Reafons that appear not
'to be without Foundation) deferves to
‘be {fupported and proved by Reafons of
Weight. |

D O XU

. What I have already faid, is more than
Hufficient, to eftablifh to the Stone a Pre-
‘eminence net only over Gold, but over all
«created Things; if you confider attentively,
"you will {ee that the Force of Truth is {o
igreat, . that ®@ in attempting to decry the
‘Stone by the Defets 1t has i its Burth,
tthough not intending it, yet does indeed
Lcﬁab_lifh- its Supertority, by the moft folid
I Reafons that the Stone it {elf could allege
110 1ts own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con-
fles and acknowledges, that the Srone
ounds its right of Pre-eminence upon this,
((*) That it is a nmiverfal Thing.  Needs 23.
here any more for the Condemnation of ©,
nd to oblige it to give place to the Stone?
ou are not ignorant how far univerfal Mat-
ter excels particular Matter.  You have
een {howed that the Stone is the moft
ure Part of the metallick Elements, and
e F 4 that
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that by confequence it is the firft Matter
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and
that when this very fame Matter has been
animated, and made Fruitful by the natu-
ral Union that is made of it with the Mat-
ter purely univerfal, it becomes the vege-
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the
great Effets that the Philofophers attribute

to the three Medicines of the three Kinds,

There is no need of any ftronger Reafons
to defeat, once for all © and ¥ vulgar,

- from their imaginary Pretenfions; © and

24

% , and all other particular Subftances, where-
in Nature finifhes her Operations, whether
they be perfect, or whether they be abfo-
lutely imperfet, are intirely unprofitable,
or contrary to our Art.

PITRODPHTEES,

Iam wholly convinced of it; but, I
know feveral Perfons, who ndicule the
Stone, for pretending to difpute Antiquity
with ©. Our Autiﬁr here maintains the
fame Paradox, and reproves @ with want
of refpet to the Stone, in giving the Lie
(*) 1o one that iz-older than it felff. Yet as
the Stone derives‘its original from the Me-

tals, it appears difficult to me to comprehend

ET-

the Foundation of its Ancientnefs.
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E. UL 178,

There is no difficulty in giving you Sa-
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I do won-
der how you came to form fuch a doubt ;
the Stone is the firlt Matter of the Metals,
and confequently it is Prior to @, and to all
other Metals ; and if it derives its Original
from them, or if it takes Birth from their
Deftruction, it does not therefore follow,
- that 1t 3a Production pofterior to Metals;
.~ but on the contrary, it 15 Prior to them,
fince it is the Matter from whence all Me-
tals have been formed. The Secret of the
Art confifts in knowing how to extra&
from Metals this firft Matter, or this me-
tallick Germ, which 15 to vegetate by the
Fecundity of the Philofophick Sea.

rr RO LTS,
I am now convinced of this Truth, and
I find ® to be inexcufable, to be thus
wanting 1n refpect to his Elder, who has
in its behalf the moft Ancient, and the great-

73

clt Philofophers. Hermes, Plato, and Ariffole

are n 1ts Intereflt. And every Body knows
them to be unqueftionable Judges in this Cafe.

Permit me only to ask you a Queftion up-

on cach of the Paffages of thofe Philofophers,

whom
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by
their Authority, that it is the only and
true Matter of the wife Men.

The Paflage of the {maragdine Table of
the great Hermes, proves the excellency of
the Stone, in that it fhows that the Stone is
endued with two Natures, 7. e. with the
Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of
inferior Beings ; and that thefe two Natures
both alike have one only and the fame Ori-

ginal 5 fo that we muft conclude, that they

2.5,

(being perfectly united in the Stone) compofe
2 third Being of an inexpre{fible Virtue : But
I know not whether you will be of my Sen-
timents, as to the Tranflation of this Paflage,
and the Commentary of Hortulanns. One
reads after thele words ; 7 har which is below, is
as that which is on bigh 5 and that which is on
kigh, is as that which is belny. One reads, (*)
(Lfay,) Tode the Miracles of one only T hing.
For my part, Itakeit, thatthe Latin Original
has quite another Senfe, for the guibus, lei-::h
makes the Connexion of the lat Words
with the preceeding, fignifies, ZT'hat by thefe
T hingsy (that is to fay, by the Union of

thefe two Natures) one does the Miracles of

one Thing. The to, of which the Fran-

flator and Commentator do make Ufe, de-

ﬁ1‘0y$ the Senfe and the Reafon of a Paf-

" g
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fage, that of it felf is very proper and in-
telligible.  Tell me, if you pleale, whether
my Remark be well founded.

E @k X118,

Your Remark is not only right, but it is
alfo important. I confefs, 1 had made no
Reflection upon it 5 in this you fpoil the
Proverby For here the Scholar omtdoes the
- Mafter. But as I had read the Emerald
Table oftner in Latin than in French, the
fault of the Tranflation, and of the Com-
mentary, had raifed no fort of doubt in
me, as it may do in thofe who read only in
French this fummary of the fublime Philo-
fophy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mi-
racles ; but it is becaufe they are alike, that
one can do by them the Miracles of one
only Thing. You may fec now that I am
altogether of your Sentiment in this.

PrROPHILUS.

Iam then mighuly well pleafed with my
Remark; Idoubted whether it might deferve
your Approbation ; but I aflure my felf af~
ter that, that the Children of the Science will
alfo thank me to have drawn from you up-
on this Subjet an Explication that will quef-

P TR soalely
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The Stone 15 with Child by ir felf 5 when
Art continuing to affift Nature, bg' mere
natural Means, puts the Stone in the Dif~
pofition requifite for it, to impregnate it
{elf with the Aftral Seed, which renders it
fruitful, and gives it the Power of multi~
plying its kind.

T he Stene is Born of ir [elf; becaufe after
having wedded it felf; and after being with
Child by 1t {elf, Art doing nothing elfe than
- to aflift Nature, by the continuance of a
 Heat neceflary to Generation, it takes 2
new Birth from it {elf; jult as the Phawix
1s born again from its Athes; it becomes
the Son of the Sun, the univerfal Medi-"
cine of all Things, that have Life, and the
true living Gold of the Philofophers 5 which
by the continuance of the Help of the Art,
and the Miniftry of the Artift, acquircs in
a little time the Royal Diadem, and the fo-
vereign Power over all his Brethren.

PYROPHELLS,

I very well concerve, that upon the fame
Principles, it 1s not difficult to comprehend all
the other Qualities, that Arifforle atrributes to
the Stoney s to kill it felf'5 to veaffume Life:of

it felf s o bediffolv’d of it felf in its eown Blood,
< 20 voagulate it [elf thevowith a-new andﬁin
8.3 & ¢
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the
philofophick Stone. Nor do I now find
any difficulty in the Paflage of Plaro. 1T
intreat you, neverthelefs, that you will
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Philo-

fopher and his Followers meant by this, (*)

T hat the Stone has a Body, a Soul, and a
Spirits and that all T hings are of ity by ity and

3N ite

g U D 0% I 5.

According to natural Order, Plato oughe
to have preceded Arifforle, who was his Scho-
lar, and from whom probably he learnt the
{ecrer Philofophy, wherein he was very defi-
rous that Alexander the Grear Thould believe
him perfectly inftructed ; if one may be al-
lowed to judge of it by certain Paffages in the
Writings of this Philofopher, but ﬁowever,
fuch order is of no mighty Importance, if
therefore you well examine the Paflage of
Plate, and that of _Arifforle, you will.not
find them much different in Senfe : But
yet to give you the Satisfattion of an An-
{wer to the Queftion you ask me, Iwill on-
ly tell you, that the Srome hasa Body, in as
muchas it is, as I have told you before,a Sub-
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the
Ponderofity 5 that it hath a Seul, whichl 1S

the
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the moft pure Subiftance of the Elements, in
which confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen-
cy ; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U-
nion of the Seul with the Body, which ESDUI]
it acquires particularly frem the Influence
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin-
¢tures. Norwill you find it very hard to con-
€cives T hat all T hings ave of it, é] ity and in
it; {ince you have already feen, that the Stome
is not only the firft Matter of all Beings
 contained 1n the mineral and metallick Fa-
mily, but that it is alfo united to the uni-
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have
taken Birth ; and this is the Foundation of
thofe laft Attributes that Plare gives to-the
Stone.

ETROELHFELUS.

As T perceive that the Swome not only
attributes to it felf the univerfal Properties,
but that it pretends alfo, (*) Thar the Suc- 28,
cefs that fome Artifts have bad on certain par-
ticular Proceffesy is only owing to it 5 1 muft
confefs, that I do not well underftand how
that can be.

YR BT DO XS
And yet this Philofopher explains it pret-
ty clearly ; he fays, that fome Artifts who
, T oy have
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have imperfe&tly known the Srone, and have
alfo known but a part of the Work, having
yet wrought with the Stome, and found
means to feparate its Spirit, which contains
its TinCture, they have {ucceeded fo far as
to communicate {fome Parts of 1t to imper-
fe& Metals, which have Affinity with the
Stone, but that not having a fyu]l Under-
ftanding of 1ts Virtues, nor of the manner
of working with it, their Labour has not
turned to any great Account ; and even of

- thefe Artifts the Number is very fmall.

PY.ROPHILE TGS

It is natural to conclude from what you
have told me, that there are Perfons who
have the Srowe in their Hands, without
knowing all its Virtues; or if they knew
them, yet they are ignorant how to work
with it to fucceed in perfecting the great
Work, and that this Ignorance is the
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned |
with Succefs. Pray tell me, if it be not
thus.

£ 0.x 00 S, :
Without doubt many Artifts have the
Stone in their Pofleflion; fome defpife 1t as
a mean Things others admire it, becanfe if
the
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'the Characters, in fome fort fupernatural,
‘which it carries in its Birth, and yet without
lknowing all its Value. There are, in fine,
ho are not ignorant of its being the true
ubject of Philofophy ; but the Operations
which the Sons of Art are ro make upon this
oble Subje&, are intirely unknownto them

81

caufe they are not taught in Books, and

scaufe all Philofophers hide this admirable
tArt which converts the Sroze into the Aer-
cury of Philofophers, and which teaches to
rmake the philofophick Stoxe of this AMercury.
IThis firft Work is the Secret one, touch-
ing which the Sages declare themfelves on-
1y in Allegories, and by impenetrable Esig-
ma’s, or clfe are wholly filent in it. And

this as T have told you, is the great Block,
tt which almoft all Artifts ftumble.

DR RO PSS

Happy thofe that are Mafters of fo grear

anowledge ! For my part, I can’t flatter
ny {elf to be arrived at {o high a Point ;
wt I find my fIf at a Lofs to know how
» thank you enough, for having given me
Il the Inftru&ions that I could reafonably
=fire of you, upon the moft cflential Points
T this Philofophy, and indeed upon all
nofe Points, touching which you have been
§ M G pleafed
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pleafed to return Anfwers to my Queftions ;

I earncitly intreat you not to grow weary,

for I have ftill fomething to ask you, which
cems to me to be of very great confequence.
This Philgfopher aflures, tKat the Error of thofe
who have wrought with the Stone, and have
not fucceeded, proceeds (*) from their not
baving kuown the Original, from whence the

Tinttures come. If the Source of this philo-
fophical Fountain be fo fecret, and {o difli-

cule to difcover ; it 15 certain, that there
are very many deceived ; for it is generally.
believed, that Metals and Minerals, and par=
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this

Tin&ure, which is capable to tranfmute the
umperfect Metals. '

EUDOXUS. |

This Source of vivifying Watery Is be-
fore the Eyes of ak the World, fays Cofmapo-
lite, and fow Men know it. Gold, Silver,
Merals, and Minerals, contain not a Tin-.
ture able to multiply to Infinity, there are
none but the living Metals of the Philofo-
phers that have obtained from Art and Na-
ture. this multiplying Faculty : And it is
certain, that there are none but thofe who
are perfectly enlightned in the philofophick
My lkery, that know the true Orihginéﬂgﬁ%
g 1 qu

S T L
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the TinCtures. You are not of the Num-
ber of thofe, who' are ignorant whence the
Philofophers draw their Treafures, without
fear of draining the Source. I have told you
‘clearly, and without Ambiguity, that the
Heaven, and the Stars, but particularly the
 Sumand Moon are the Principles of this Foun-
'tain of living Water; which is alone proper to
roperate all the Wonders that you know. It is
'this that makes Coffmopolire fay in his Enigmsa,

83

tthat in the delicious Ifle, of which he gives:

rthe Defcription, there was no Water; and
iand that all the Water that was attempted
tto be brought thither by Engines, and by
Arty Was either ufelefs or potfoned,  excepe
tiat which fome few Perfons knew bow 10 ex-

wract from the Rays of the Suny or of the

Moon. The Means t6 make this Water to
defcend from Heaven is truly wonderful 5

at s in the Stone, which contains the central

\Water, which is indeed one fole and the fame

Thing with the celeftial Water, but the Se-
cret confifts in theknowing how to make the
Stone become a Magner, to attralt, embrace,
and unite this Aftral Quinteffence vo it felf,
{0 as to make together but one fole Effence,
perfect and more than perfect; able to give
Perfection to the imperfet, after the Ac-
complithment of the Magiftery. «

Tehan e A R PTRO!
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PYROPHIET S.

How many and great are my Obligati~
ons to you, that you are pleafed to reveal
to me {o great Myfteries, to whofe Know-
ledge I could never hope to attain, with-
out the Affiftance of your Elucidations !
But fince you are pleafed to indulge my
continuance, permit me, ‘if you pleafe, to
tell you, that I never faw any Philofopher
till now, who fo precifely declares as this

- does, that there muft be a Wife given to

30.

the Stone, making it to that end fpeak in
this manners  (*) If thefe Artiffs had carried

their Enquiry further, and had examined which
is the Wife who is proper for me 5 if they had

fought her onts and had wunited me to her, I

had been able to have tinged a thoufand T imes
more. Although I am fenfible in general,
that this Paflage has an entire Relation to
the former; vet, I muft confefs, that this
Expreflion of a Wife, proper for the Stone,
does notwithftanding perplex me.

ET D.O LTS

It is very much, however, that you know
already of your felf; that this Paﬂ“age has a
Connexion with that which I but juft be-
fore explined to you, 7. ¢. that you well

&PPI‘C-:
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apprehend, that the Wife which is r
i‘g the Stone, and which ought to be ﬁfl?gd
to it, is that Fountain of living Water,
whofe Source altogether Celeftial, which
hath particularly its Center in the Sun, and
in the Moon, produces that clear and pre-
cious Stream or Rivulet of the wife Men,

- which gently {lides into the Sea of the Phi-

lofophersy which environs all the World ; it
- is not without very good Reafon, that this

Divine Fountain is called by the Author,
the Wife of the Stone; fome have repre-
fented it under the Form of a heavenly
Nymph; fome give it the Name of the
chafte Diana, whofe Purity and Virginity
is not defiled by the fpiritual BancF that
unites it to the Stone : In a word, this
magnetick Connexion is the magical Marri-
age of Heaven and Earth, whereof fome
Philofophers have fpoken ; {o that the fruit-
ful Source of the phyfical Tin&ure, that
performs fo great Wonders, takes Birth from
this altogether myfterious conjugal Union.

BEY RO:P -H I LIS
I find with an unfpeakable Satisfaction the
whole Effect of the Elucidations, you have
been pleafed to impart to me 5 and fince we

are upon this Point, I defire your leave to
- G 3 ask
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ask you 4 Queftion, whichthough it rife
not from the Text of this Author, is yet
effential to this Subject. T befeech you to

tell me, whether the magical Marriage of

Heaven and Earth can be celcbrated at any

time ¢ Or whether there be Seafons of the
Ycar more proper than others to folemnize
thofe magical Nuptials ¢

EUDO XUSS.

I am alrcady gonc too far, to refufe
you an Explication {o neceffary, and fo

reafonable.  Divers Philofophers have told

the Seafon of the Year, which 1s the moft
proper for this Operation.  Some have made
no Myftery of it ;3 others more referved
have not cxplained themfelves upon this
Point, but by Parables. The fE:I‘ﬁ have

named the Month of March, and the Spring.

Zachary, and other Philofophers fay, that

they begun the Work at Eaffer, and that -

~they finifhed it happily within the Courfe

of the Year. Others are contented with
reprefenting the Garden of Hefperides ena-
melled with Flowers, and particularly with
Violets and Primirofés, whicﬁ are the earlieft

Produétions of the Spring.  Cofmopolite more

-ngenious than the reft to indicate, that the

Seafon the moft proper for the philofophick

Work,
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‘Work, is that whercin all living Beings,
Ifenfitivesand vegetables, appear animated with

1to Love, and to the Muluplication of their

Erhis charming Ifle, wherein he faw naked all
ithe Myfteries of Nature ; but to-denote
imore precifely this Seafon, he fays, Thae
ithere were feen feeding in the Pafturess Rams
vand Bulls, with two young Shepherds, exprei-
ifing clearly in this witty Allegory, the three

1fprﬁ:g Months, by the three celeftial Signs,

ianfwering to them, viz. Arics, Taurms, and
\Gemins.

PrROPHILUS.

T am ravithed with thefe Interpretations.
Thofe who are greater Proficients in thefe
My fteries than I am, perhaps may not put
fo great a Value as I do on the Solution of

‘the Enigma’s, whofe Senfe has notwith-
ftanding been hitherto impenetrable to ma-
ny of thofe, who in other Refpects are
fufpnl%d to have very well underftood the
Philofaphers. T am perfuaded that one ought
‘very much to eftcem fuch an Inftruction,
it being capable to make one fee clear into
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed
few would imagine, that the Ziolers and
oA G 4 Hya-

:a new Fire, which carries them reciprocally |

'Kinds ; he fays, that Penss is the Goddefs of

87
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Hyacinths of Efpagnet, and the horned Beaft
of the Garden of Hefperides ;5 and the Houfe
of the Ram of Cofmopolite, and of Philalethe ;

"the Ile of the Goddefs Penns, the two

Shepherds, and the reft that you but now
explained, fhould fignify the Seafon of the
Spring. I am not the onljf Perfon who
ought to give you a thoufand Thanks, that
you have been pleafed to unfold thefe My-
fleries ; I am affured, that in Procefs of
Time, there will be found a greater Num-
ber of the Sons of Science, who will blefs
your Memory for ha?i?lg opened their Eyes
upon a Point more eflential to this grand
Art, than they would otherwife have been
inclined to imagine.

ELD.O XU S

You have Reafon in that, one cannot
be aflured that one underftands the Phils-

fophers, without having an entire under-

ftanding of the lealt Things that they have
written.  The Knowledge of the Seafon
proper to begin the Work, is of no little
confequence; the fundamental Reafon there-
of is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakes
to perform by our Art, a Thing which is
above the ordinary Force of Nature, as
to foften a Store, and to caufe a metallick

6 Germ
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Germ to vegetate; he finds himfelf indif-
enfably obliged to enter by a profound
editation into the moft {ecret Recefles of
Nature, and to make ufe of plain, but efh-
cacious Means that {he furnifhes him with-
all ; now you ought not to be ignorant,
that Nature from the beginning of the
Spring, to renew it {clf, and to put all the
- Seeds that are 1n the Bofom of the Earth
~ into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im-
pregnates all the Air that environs the Earth,
with a moveable and fermentatious Spirit,
which derives its Original from .the Father
of Nature ; it is properly a fubtile Nitre,
which gives the fertilicy of the Earth,
whereof 1t 1s the Soul, and which Coftmopolite
calls the Salt-Petre of -the Philofophers. It is
therefore in this prolifick Seafon, that the
wife Artift, to make his metallick Seed to
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiftens it, wa-
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and gives
it as much of it to drink as the weight of
Nature requires; after this manner the phi-
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in
its Bofom, is animated and vivyfied by it,
and acquires the Properties which are Eflen-
tial to its becoming the vegeiable and multi-
plying Stone. I hope you will be fétisﬁ;
¢

39
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ed with this Reafoning, which is founded
on the Laws and Principles of Nature.

PR OP EFLUS

It 1s impoflible for any to be more fatis-
fied than I am; you give me that Light
that the Philofophers have hidden under an
impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Things
fo 1mportant, that T would willingly puth
on my Queftions, to draw what Benefit I

- could from the Goodnefs you have, to dif-
guife me nothing, but not to trefpafs too -
tar upon you; I return to the Paffage of
my Author, where the Stose maintains to
Geld and Adercary, that it 1s impoflible to
make a true Union of their two Subftan-

31. ces 3 becaule, fays the Stone, () Thar you
arc not ore only Body, but two Bodies toge-

ther 5 and by confiquence you are contrary, if
the Laws of Nature be confidered. 1 know
very well, that the Penctration of Subftan-
ces, not being poflible according to the
Lawsof Nature; f{o neither is their perfe&
Union poflible, and that in this Senfe two
Bodies are contrary to one another ; yet as
almoft 2l the Philofophers affure, that Afer-
cury 15 the firft Macter of Metals; and that
according to Geber, it is not a Body, but
a Spirit that penetrates Bodies, and parti-
IR AR cularly
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cularly that of Gold, for which it has a vi-
{ible Sympathy ; is it not likely, that thefe
two Subftances, this Body, ang this Spirit,
may be perfe@ly united, to make but one
only and the fame Thing of one and the
fame Nature ¢

E-V DO\X US
Remark that, there are two Errors in

- your Reafoning; the firft in that you fup-

pofe, - that common Adercary is the firft

and fole Matter, wherecof Metals are form-

ed in the Mines, which is not fo.  AMercury
15 a Metal, which having lefs Swlphur, and
lefs terrene  Impurity tﬁan other Metals,
remains liquid, and running; it unites with
Metals, and particulaly with Gold, as being
the pureft of all; and is united lefs eafily
with the other Metals, in proportion as
they are more or lefs impure in their na-
tural Compofition. You mult therefore
know, that there is a firft Matter of
Metals, whereof Adercury it felf is form-
ed ;7 1t 1s 2 vifcouss and mercurial Water,
which 1s the Water .of our Stone. ~ And
this is the Sentiment of the true Philofo-
p!ﬂer.r.

I fhould be too prolix, if I (hould here
fer forth every particular that ean be faid

U.PDH

91
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upon this Subje®. I proceed to the fecond
Earor of your Reafoning, which confifts
in that you imagine, that common Adercury
1s a metallick Spirit, which according to
Geber,  can interiourly penctrate and tinge
Metals, be united and remain with them,
after 1t fhall have been artificially fixt.
But you muft confider, that Azercary is
not called Spirit by Geber, but from its
flying the Fire, becaufe of the Mobility of

- 1ts homogenous Subftance ; neverthelefs, that
propetly hinders not its being a metallick
Body, which for that Reafon can never be
{o perfectly united with another Metal, as
not to be always feparated from it, when-
ever it finds 1t RIf preffed by the Ac-
tion of the Fire. Experience makes good
this Reafoning, and therefore the Srore is
in the right to maintain againft Gold, that
there never can be made a perfc@& Union
of it with JAsercary.

B R ORHIES :
I comprehend very well, that my Rea-
foning was Erroncous, and to tell you the
Truth, Icould never imagine, that common
Mercwry was the firft Matter of Metals;
though' divers grave Philofophers lay down
that Truth, for one of the Foundations ﬁf i
the
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the Art. And Iam perfwaded, that one
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter
of Metals, feperased from metallick_ Bodies; it
1s but a Vapour, a vifcous Water, an in-
vifible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word,
that the Seed 1s not to be found but in the
Fruit. T can’t tell whether I fpeak proper-
ly, but I take this to be the true Senfe of
the Inftruétions you have given me.

E'U-Braurars;

One cannot have better comprehended,
than you have done thefe Truths known
to fo few. It isa Satisfaction to talk freely
with you, concerning the philofophical My-
fteries.  What further Quefttions have you
to ask me ¢

PrrRopHILT S.
Does not the Srome contradi& it felf,

when it fays, (*) That wirh an imperfect Bo- 3.

dy, it has a conflant Souly and a penetrating Tin-
cture? Methinks thefe two great Perfetions
are inconfiftent with an imperfe@ Body.

EfFpDoX U S,

One would fay here, that you have al-
ready forgetten 2 fundamental Truth, of
which you were f{ully convinced before ;

recollect
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recollect your felf; that if the Body of

the Stone were not imperfe& with an Im-

perfe&tion, neverthelefs, wherein Nature has

not finithed her Operation, one could not

there feek for, and much lefs could one be

able to find Perfeftion there. This being .

lad down, it will be very caly for you to
judge, that the confltancy of the Soul, and the
Perfection of Tin&ure, are not actually ; ncr
in a State to manifefk themfelves in the Stone,
fo long as 1t remains in its imperfect Being ;

- but then, when by the continuance of the

Work, the Subflance of the Stone hath paf-
fed from ImperfeGion to Perfe&ion, and
from Perfection to plufgnam Perfelion, the
conflancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of
the Tincture of its Spirit, are brought from

potentiality into 'Art ; {o that the Soul, the

Spirit, and the Body of the Srore, bein
equally exalted, compofeone whole [ Thing
of a Nature, and ofa Virtue incomprehenfible.

ELRO PELT TS
Since my Quecftions give occafion to
your fpeaking Things {o extraordinary, I
you not to take it amifs, that I conti-
nue my Enquites. T was always perfuad-

ed, that the Srore of the Philsfophers was a
real Subftance, falling under the Senfes, yet .
: I pas<§
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I perceive this Author affures the contrary,
n faying, (¥) Our Stome is Invifible. 1 af-
fure you, that whatever good Opinion I
may have of this Philofopher, he muft in
this Point give me lcave not to be of his
Sentiment.

E U BOXUS.

~ And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick-
ly to it. This Philofopher is not the only one
‘who ufes this fort of Language ; the greater
Part of them fpeak after the fame manner
as he does ;5 and to tl you the Truth,
our Stone 1s properly Invifible, as well in
regard of its Matter, as in regard of its
Form. In regard of its Matter ; becaufe,
although our Stone, or our Mercury (for
there 15 no difference) does. really exift, it
Is yet true, that it appears not to our Eyes ;
at leaft, not unlels the Artifts lend his
Hand to Nature to help her to bring forth
this philofophical Prodution ;3 and this
made Cfgﬁ*“ﬁ?uﬁrf fay, That the Srebiett of our
Puilofopby hath a real Exiflence ; bur tha is

s wor 19 be feemy but when it pleafes the Ay-

vift 10 make it appear. . _
The Stone 1s likewife no lefs Invifible in
regard of irs Form 3 I call here its Form,
the Principle of its admirable Faculties, f;(;-r
this

95
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this Principle, this Energy of the Stone,
and that Spirit in which refides the Efficacy
of its Tincture, is a pure Aftral impal-
pable Effence, that does not manifeft it felf
but by the furprifing Effeéts it produces.
The Philofophers often fpeak of their Srone,
as confidered in that Senfe. Hermes under-
ftands it fo, when he fays, 7har the Wind
carries it in its Belly 5 and Coftnopolite is
not remote from this Father of Philofo-
phy, when he affures, Thar onr Subjet is

 before the Eyes of all the Wirld ; that no

Body can live withost it 5 that all Creatures
mare nfe of it bmt that fov perceive it.
Well then, are you not of your Author’s
Sentiment, and muft you not confefs, that
i whatfosver manner you confider the
Stene, 1t 15 truly faid to be Invifible.

PR 0P HAEL Y.

I muft have neither Senfe nor Reafon,
if I fhould not confent to a Truth, that
you make me as it were, touch with my
Finger, unfolding to me at the fame time,
the moft obfcure, and moft myfterious Senfe
of the philofophical Wiitings. I find my
felf {o illuminated by what you tell me,

that, methinks, the moft obfcure Authors

will be ne longer dark tome ; T {hall, how-
dver, @
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gver, be obliged to yous if you pleafe to
tell me your OEiniun concerning the Pro-
polition that this Author advances ; (%) 34
Tha it is not poffible to acgmive the Poffeffion
of the philofophical Mercury, otherwife than
\by the Means of two Bodics, whereof the one
\Cannot veceive Perfection withont the other.
' This Paffage feems to me {0 pofitive, and
o precife, that I doubt not, but that it is
fundemental in the Practice of the Work.

F 7D O Yall. S

There is none moft certainly more fun-
wamental, fince this Philofapher tells you
un this Paffage, how the Stone is form’d,
on which i1s founded all our Philofophy ;
our zh%rcmy or our. Stone does indeed
take Birth from two Bodies; but Note,
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo-
Hies which produces our Mercary, or our
Stone : For I have juft fhewn you, that
[Bodies are contrariess and there can ke
no perfect Union made of them ; but our
Btone on the contrary is born from the
Deftruction of two Bodies, which alting
pne upon the other, as the Male and the
Jemales or as the Body and the Spirit, af-
eer a- manner -no lefs Natural than In-

compreheniible to the Artift, who lends it
H the
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the requifitc Help, do intirely ceafe to be
that which they were before, to bring forth
2 Produ@ion of a miraculous Nature and
Original, and which hath all the neceffary
Difpofitions to be carried by Art and Nature,
from PerfeGion to Perfetion, to a {fovereign
Degrce, which is above Nature it felfe
Remark alfo, thit thofe two Bodies
which deftroy themfelves, and confourd
themfelves one in the other for the Produ- !
&ion of a third Subftance, and of whom
the one holds the place of Male, and the
other of Female, in this new Generation, |
are two Agents, who ftripping themfelves
of their oroffeft Subftance n this Actiony,
change tﬁeir Nature to bring forth a Son,,
of an Original more noble, and more!
iNufirions than the Parents that give him
Beingy and in being Born, he carries vifi=:

" Ble Marks, that evidently thew, that Hea-:

ven prefided at his Birth. |

Remark, moreover, that our Stone Isi
born again many feveral Timics, but that in|
every one of its new Births 1t {till draws 1ts!
Rif¢ from two Things. You have been
juft now thown how it begins to be born of]
two Bodies; you have feen that it efpoufes|
a celeftial Nymph, after it has been {tript]
of irs terveftrial Form, to make but (ﬁ
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fole and fame Thing with her 5 you muft
know alfo, that after the Stone hath appear-
‘ed a new, under a terreftrial Form, it muft
‘again be Married to a Spoufe of its own
Blood ; {o that there are {till two Things
‘whichproduce one [ Fhing] only of one fole
-and fame Kind 5 and as it 1s a certain Truth,
ithat in all the different States of the Stone,
ithe two Things that are united to give it
‘a new Birth, come from one fole and fame
“Thing ; it is alfo upon this Foundation of
INature, that Cofmapolive fupports an incon-
tteftable Truth in our Philofophy, that is
tto fay, That of one is made two, and of two
wirey in which all Operations, Natuyal and Phi-
Wofophical, are terminated swithons any Poffibili-
'y of going further.

RO PIFEE Lalh:S.

How abftrufe foever thefe fublime Truths
are, you render them fo intelligible; and
{o palpable to me, that I conceive them
almoft as diftinétly, as if they were mathe-
matical Demonfirations. - Permit me, if you
oleafe, to make fome further Enquiry, that
‘o I may have no further remaining Scru-
»les about the Interpretation of this Author.
F have very well comprehended, that the
wrone born of two Subftances of one fame

I'I P | Kiﬂd;
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39

Kind, is one whole Homogeneity, and a |
third Being, endued with two Naturess

which renderit of it felf fole fufficient to the
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but yet
I do not very well comprehend, how this:
Philofopber underftands, (*) Thar the only
T hing whereof the univer(al Medicine is mades.
is the Watery and the Spirit of the Baajf. |

E LD L X LS,

You would find the Senfe of this Paffage
{clf-cvident, if you did but recolleét your
{elf, that the firft and moft important Ope-
ration of the Praftice of the firft Work, 15
to reduce into Water that Body, which is
our Stone, and that this is the moft Secret
Point of our Myfteries, 1 have fhewed
you, that this Water muft be vivified and
tertilized by an aftral Seed, and by a cele=
{tial Spirit, wherein refides the whole Effi-
cacy of the phyfical TinCture: So that if
you well refle¢t upon it, you will confefs;
that there is no Truth in our Philofophys |
more evident than what your Author here
advances, 7. e that onc only Thing, where- |
of the Sage hath need to make all Things, |
Is m other than the Water and the Spivit of the.|
Body. The Water is the Body, and the
Soul of our Subjecty and the aftral Seed}is-

the

E |
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he Spirit of it ; and it 1s therefore that
ﬁhe Philofophers aflure, that their Matter has
:a Body, a Soul, and a Spurit.

BYr RO PEILS.

I confefs my Inattention, and that had
IT well confidered, I had formed no mane
imer of doubt upon this Paflage ; but here is
:another, which, however, is no great Sub-
jject of Scruple 5 but neverthelefs, I could
wifh to know your Senfe of thofe Words,
wiz. that the only Thing which is the
Subje&t of the Arr, and has not its like in
tthe World; () & yet vile, and to be had 36.
ifor little coff. '

EUDOXUS.

This Matter, fo precious by the excellent
| Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is
itruly mean, with regard to the Subftances
from whence it derives its Original. Their

Price is not above’the Ability of the Poor.
"“Ten Pence is more than fufficient to pur-
chafe the Matter of the Stone. But the
Inftruments, and the.Means that are necef-
fary to purfue the Operations of the Art,
requirc fome fort of Expence; which makes
Geber {ay, That the Work_is not for the Poor.

The :Matter therefore is mean, confidering
H 3 the
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the Foundation of the Art becaufe it cofts
but very little; it 1s no lefs mean, if one con-
fiders exteriourly that which gives it Per~
feCtion, fince in that regard it cofts nothing
at all, n as much as all the World bhas ir in
its Powery fays Cofmopolite ; fo that whe-
ther you diftinguith thefe Things, or whe-
ther you confound them, as the Philofophers
do, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, itis
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing
mean in one Senfe, but that in another it 1s
moft precious, and that there are none but
Fools that defpife it, by a jult Judgment
of God.

PYR ol 1115

I fhall now be quickly as well inftructed
as I can wifh ; do me only the Favour to
tell me, how one may know which is the
true way of the Philofophers ; becaufe they
defcribe many different, and often in Ap-
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled
with an Infinity of various Operations ; as
Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se-
parations, Sublimations, Diftillations, Coa-
gulations, Fixations, Deficcations, concern-
g each of which they make whole Chap- |
ters 5 which throws the Artifts into fuch a
Labyrinth, that tis fcarce poflible for them to
' ' extricate
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‘extricate themfelves This Philofopher, me-
thinks, infinuates, that as in this great Art,
‘there is bur one Thing ; fo neither 1s there
‘but one way, for Wl‘liﬁ'l he gives no other
‘Reafon but this 5 he faysy, (*) That the So- 37.
\Untion of the Ba@v is not made but in its owr
Blood, I find not any Thing in this whole
‘Treatife, wherein your InftruCtions may

iprove more neceffary to me, than upon this
Point, which concerns the Practice of the

'Work, upon which all thetPhilofophers make
iProfeflion of Silence: Ibefeech you, there-
ifore, not to deny me your Direttions in
{{fo needful a Point.

EUDOXU.S.

It is not without a great deal of Reafon
ithat you make me this Requeft, it Regards
ithe effential Point of the Work, and I could
| heartily wifh it were in my Power to anfwer
.as diftin&ly to this, as I have done to divers
ot your OIﬁer Queftions. I proteft to you,
tthat T have every where told you the Truth;
:and I will ftill continue to do fo ; but you
lknow, that ¢he Myfteries of our facred
{Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte-
wious Terms : I will, however, tell you
without any Ambiguity, that the general

IIntention of our Art, is exatly to purify,
| H 4 and
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and to fubtilize a Matter of it {eif unclean

and grofs. And this is a moft important
Truth, that deferves you fhould make Re-
fleCtion upon it.

Remark, that to attain this End, many
Operations are requifite; which tending all

but to one and the {fame Scope, are nor in the

main confidered by the Philofophers, but as
one fole and fame Operation diverfly con-
tinued. Obferve, that Fire feparates at firft
the heterogenous Parts, and conjoins the ho-
mogenous Pares of our Stone ; that the fecret

Fire produces afterwards the fame Effeét;
but more efhcacioufly in introducing into

the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in-
teriourly the fecret Gate which fubtilizesand

fublimes the pure Parts, feparating them

from thofe that are terreftrial and aduftible,

The Solution which is afterwards made by

the Addwion of the aftral Quinreffence,
which animates the Stone, makes a thyird

Depuration of it, and Diftillation compleats
1t entirely ; thus purifying and fubtilizing the
Stone by many different Degrees, to which
the Philofophers ule to give the Names of as

many {everal Operations, and of Converfi-

on of Elements, it is exalted to that Per=

tection, which is the nigheft Difpofition to

condult it to plufguam Perfettion, by a

%
£
A
1

Regimeng

o




TriumMPH. 105

Regiment proportioned to the final Inten-
tion of the Art, that is to fay, unto per-
feét Fixtion. You fee now, that to {peak
propetly, there is but one way, as there is
but one Intention in the firft Work, and
that the Philofephers delcribe not many ways,
but becaufe they confider the different De-
grecs of Depurations, as {o many Operati-
ons, and different Ways, with defign (as
your Author very well Remarks,) to con-
ceal this admirable Art.

As to the Words by which your Au-
thor concludes, 7 e. that the Solution of
the Body is not made but in its own Blood ;
I muft make you obferve that in our Art,
there is in three different Times, three ef=
fential Solutions made, whercin the Body
is not diffolved but in its own Blood, and
that is in the Beginning, in the Middle,
and at the End of the Work; take good
Notice of this. I have already fhewed you,
that in the principal Operations of the Arty
there are always two Things which produ~
ces one, that of thofe two Things, one
fupplies the place of the Male, and the °
other of the Female ; one is the Body,
the other is the Spiric: You muft make
here the Application of it, 4 e. that in
the three Solutions that T mention to y(}i.l,
LT the
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the Male and the Female, the Body and
the Spirtt, are no other Thing, but the
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two
Things are of one fame Nature, and of
one fame kind ; fo that the Solution of the
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of
the Male by the Female, and that of the
Body by its Spirit.  And this is the order
of thefe three important Solutions.

In vamn you would attempt by Fire the
true Solution of the Male in the firft Ope-
ration, you could never fucceed in ity with-
out the Conjunction of the Female; it is
in their murual Embraces that they con-
found and change each other, to produce
one whole Homogencity, different from
them both. You would in vain open and
{fublime the Body of the Stone, it would be
intirely ufelefs to you, unlefs you made it
efpoufe the Wife which Nature hath defign-
ed for it ; the is that Spirit, F»% whence
the Body hath drawn its firft Qriginal ;
which Body diffolves therein as Ice does -
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has
very well Remarked. 1In fine, you would
attempt in vain to make the perfe@ Soluti-
on of the fame Body, if you fhould not
renerate upon it the Affufion of its proper

Blood, which is its natural Menffrumm, its
Wlfﬂ,
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith
it {o inumately unites, that from thence~

forth they become but one fole and fame
~ Subftance.

PY R O.-P:l LS

After all this which you have revealed to
- me, I have nothing more to ask you about the
Interpretation of this Author. I do very
well comprehend 2ll the other Advantages
that he afcribes to the Stone, more than to
Gold and Adercury. 1 do alfo conceive how
the Excefs of the Rage of thefe two Cham-
pions, tranfported them to join their Forces,
to vanquifh the Stone by Arms, not being
able to fubdue it by Reafon ; but how 1s
it to be underftood, That the (*) Stone 39.
devonr’d them, and [walloved them both up,
Jo that there remain’d not any Track_of them.

B EFD O X LS

Know you not that the great Hermes
{ays, That the Stone is the firong Force of
all Forces ; for it will vanqmﬁl all (b~
tile Things, and will penetrate every ([olid
Thing. And your Author expreiles the
very fame Thing here in other Terms to
reach you, that the Power of the Stone

15 {o great, that nothing is able to refift it.
; It
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PYrROPHI'LUS,.

- I perceive the little Foundation there was
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there 1s
fo much fubtilety in the leaft Hints of the
- Philofophers, that you ought not to think it
{trange, that T have often ftuck upon Things
that ought elfe to have aﬁpeared to me fufh-
ciently intelligible of themfelves. T have
no more but two Queftions to ask yous
and they are on the Subject of the two Ad-
vices, that my Author givesto the Sons of
the Science; touching the manner of Proceed-
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe to
themfclves in their Search of the univerfal
Medicine. He advifes them in the firft
. Place, to fharpen their Minds, to read the
Writings of the wite Men with Prudences
to Labour with Exadinefs; to proceed with-
out Precipitation in a Work fo-precious :
Becaufe, fays, he (¥) Thar it has its time
ordained by Narnres even as the Fruits which 39% .
are wpon the Trees, and the clufter of Grapes
thar the Vine bears. T conceive very well
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counfels 5 but pray,
be pleafed to explain to me, how this Limi-
tation of Timeis to be underftood.

E T-
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FSU DO XIS

Your Author fufficiently explains it to you
by the comparifon of Fruits, which Nature
produces in their due Seafon; this compi-
rifon 1s Exact: The Stone is a Field which
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro-
duce its Fruit.  And as the four Seafons
of the Year are neceffary to the perfe&
- Production of Fruits, fo the Stone has in

ke manner its determinated Seafons. Irs

Winter, during which Cold and Humidi-
ty have Domirion in this Earth thus pre-
pared and fowed. Its Spring, wherein the
philofophick Sced being warm’d, gives
Signs of Vegeration and Increafe; its
Summer, during which its Fiuit ripens,
and becomes proper to Mulciplication 5 and
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being
perfeCtly Ripe, rejoices the Wife thar haye
the good Fortune to gather it.

To leave you nothing to defire upon
this Subje¢t, I muft here make you obferve
three Things. Firf?, That the Sage ought to

- 1mitate Nature in the Pracice of the Work s

~and as this wife Worker [viz. Nature ] can
produce nothing perfe@, if its Motion be
made viclent, o the Artift ought to fuffer

the
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the Principles of his Matter to act iteri-

- ourly, by exteriouzfly adminiftring a Warmth

or Heat proportioned to its need, The
fécond Thing is, that the Knowledge of
the four Seafons of the Work, ought to
be 2 Rule, which the Wife fhould follow
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in
Proportioning it to cach, according as Na-
ture fhows 1t, who has nced of lefs Heat

- to put the Trees 1n Bloflom, and to Form
the Fruit, than to make them perfectly Ripe.

T hirdly, That though the Work has its four
Seafons, fo as Nature has, it does not fol-

low that the Seafons of Art, and of Na-
~ture, muft precifely anfwer to each other,
_ the Summer of the Work may happen with-

out Inconvenience in Nature’s Autumn, and
its Autumn in her Winter. It fuffices,
that the Regiment of the Fire, be propor-
tion’d to the Seafon of the Work; 1t 1s
in that only, that the great Secret of the

- Regiment confifts, for which T cannot give

you a more certain Rule.

PYBOPHIEUS

By this Reafoning, and by this Similitude,
you give me an open View upon a Point,

“ of which the Philofophers have made one of

thew
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their greacelt Myfleries; for the Do@rine of
the Regiments is not to be learn’d by their
Wiitings, but I fee with an extream Sa-
tisfaction; that in imitating’ Narure and Be-
inning the order of Seafons of the Work
Ey the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife
to judge, how by the divers Degrees of
Heat, which anfwer to thofe 'Seafons, he
can aflit Nature, and bring the Fruit of
this philofophical Phnt to a perfe@ Ma-
turnty. _

- My Author in the fecond Place advifes
the Sons of Art, to have Uprightnefs of
Heart ; and to propofe to themfelves an ho-
neflt End in this Work, declaring pofitive-
ly to them, that without thefe good Difs
pofitions, they muft not expect a Blefling
from Heaven upon their Labour, u pon
which all good Succefs depends. He affures,

40. That (*) God does nor commmnicare [o gréat
& Gift, but tothofe thar willmake a good /e
of it 5 and that he deprives thofé of iry who
defign to ufe it for Commiffion of Evil. ~This
feems to be no other than a manner of
ufual fpeaking with the Philafophers ; pray
tell me what Reflections ought to be made
upon this Jaft Peint ¢ |
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~ You are fufhciently inftru&ed in our Phi-
lofophy, to comprehend, that the Poffe(fi-
- on of the univerfal Medicine, and of the
~ great Elixir; is of all worldly Treafures the
- greateft, the moft real; and the moft valu-
- able that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenfe
- Riches, fupream Dignities, and all the
Greathefles of the Earth, are not compara-
ble to this precious Treafure, which is the
fole temmporal Good, dble to fatisfy the
Heart of Man. It gives to him that pof-
feffes it; a long Life, excmpt from all forts
of Infirmities; and puts 1nto his Power
more Gold and Silver, than is poffefled by
all the moft mighty Monarchs together.
This Treafure hath moreover this particu-
lar Advantage, above all other Bleffings of
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him-
[Ef perfectly fatisfied, even with its only
Contemplation, and that he can never be
itroubled with the fear of lofingit.
You are likewife fully convinced, that
'God governs the World ; that his Di-
vine ' Providence caufes, that there reigns
san Order, which his infinite Wifdom has
teftablithed in it from the beginning of
wall Ages, and that this Providence is r}m:
' I that
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor
thar pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne-
ceflary Order of Things, that muft make
them follow without any Diftin&ion : But
on the centrary, you are. well perfuaded,
that the Wifdom of God prefides over all
the Events that happen or appear in the
World. | |
Upon the double Foundation, which thefe
two RefleCtions eftablifh, you cannot doubt
- but that God who difpofes Sovereignly of
all the Pofleflions in the World, never per-
mits that thofe who apply themfelves to the
Search of this precious Treafure, with defign
- to make a bad ufe of it, fhould by their En-
deavours come to its Pofleflion ; really what
Mifchiefs might not be caufed in the World
by a perverfe. Spirit, who would have no
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition,
and to indulge his Lufls, if he had inm
his Power and Poffeflien this certain Means
of executing his moft criminal Enterprizes.
Wherefore the Philofophers, who perfectly
know what Mifchiefs and Diforders might
~accrue to civil Society, if the Knowledge.
of this great Secret were Revealed, td_tﬁﬁ_
impious, do not treat of it, -but with fear,
" mor {peak of dt, but enigmarically,. to: the
end, that it may not be comprehended, but.

b)r_i
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by thofe whofe Study and Endeavours God
will blefs.

BEFREP-H I LS.

There can be none that are of good
Senfe, and who fear God, but muft agree
in thefe Sentiments, and muft be fully per=
fuaded, that to fucceed in fo great and o
| Important an Enterprize, the Divine Good=
- nefs 1s to be inceflantly {upplicated to illu-
minate otir Minds, and to give his Blef-
{ing.to otir Endeavours. It only remains,
that T return you moft humble Tﬁanks, that
you have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of
the Science, to difcourle with me fincerely;
and to inftruét me in fo great My terics, as
clearly, and as intelligible, as is lawful to
do, and as I would reafonably defire. I
proteft to you, that my Acknowledgment
fhall laft as long as my Life.
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LETTER

To the true

DISCIPLES
HERMES

CONTAINING

Six principal Keys of the fecret
Philofophy.

&l F I writ this Letter to perfuade

*,; 2| thofe to the Truth of our Phi-
n;;“, lofophy, who i Jimagine, that it
l @t “ev4l 15 only a vain Idea, and a

—==d meer Paradox, [ would follow
hc Example of many Mafters in this great

Art; I would endeavour to convince thofe
ﬂ}rt

o
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fort of Wits of their Errors, by demon-
{trating to them the Solidnefs of the Prin-
ciples of our Science fupported by the
- Laws, and by the Operations of Nature,
- and T would fpeak but flightly of what
- belongs to the Practice: But as I have a
 quite different Defign, and that I write
~only for you, the wife Difciples of Her-
- mes, and true Sons of the Art, my only In-
tention is to ferve you as a Guide in a way
fo difficult to be follow’d. Our Praétice
is in Effe& a track in the Sands, where
one ought to condut onc’s felf rather
by the North Star than by any Footfteps
which are feen imprinted there. The Con-
fufion of the Tracks, which an almoft in-
finite Number of People have left there, is
{fo great, and one finds fo many different
Paths, which almoft all of them lead into
moft frightful Defarts, that it is almoft im-
poflible not to ftray from the true Road,
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven
have happily known how to find out and
to difcover.

This Confufion ftops the Sons of Art
at once ; fome in the beginning, o-
thers in the middle of this philofophical
Courfe, and fome even when they ap-
proach nigh the End of this painful Jour-

I3 ney,
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ney, and when they begin to difcover
the happy End of their Undertakin

N
but perceive not, that the little of tie

Way which remains for them to go, IS
the moft difficult. They know not that
the envious, of their good Fortune have
dug Ditches and Precipices in the middle
of the Way, and that for want of know-
irig the fecrer Windings, whereby the Wife
avoid thofe d‘angemus Snares, they unhap—
pily lofe all the Advantage which they
,Ead,got,' at the fame time, when :they
imagined to have furmounted all the Dif=
ficulties. : 1 v
- Ivow fincerely to you, that the Pra&ice
of our Art is the moft difficult Thing of

the Woild,  not in re;g'ard tO 1S Opera-

tions, but mn refpeét of the Difficulues
~whichare in it to learn it diftin&ly from
~the! Books. of the, Philofiphers : For af

Jon one {ide it 15 called with Reafon the |

~Play of Children; on the other it réquires

m thofe who fearch for the Truth by their
Labour, and their Study, a profound Know= |
ledge, of the Principless-and of the’ Opera- |

~tons of Nature in the three Kinds; but
pariiculaily 1 the minéral: and metallick -
.Kind. *Lis a great Point 'to find out the
~true Matier, Which is the' Subject of our

Work 3

¥ |
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Work; you muft for this pierce through
a thoufand obfcure Vails, wherewith it has
been fpread over 5 you muft diftinguith it
by its proper Name, among a Million of un-
common Names, whereby the Philofophers
have differently expreft it; you muft un-
derftand all the Properties of it, and judge of
 all the Degrees of Perfedtion, which the Art
s capable of giving to it; you muft know
the fecret Fire of the Wife, which is the
only Agent which can open, {ublime, pu-
 rify, and difperfe the Matter to be reduced

into Water; you mult for this Een&:‘rate
into the Divine Source of the celeftial Wa-
ter, which operates the Solution, the Ani-
mation and Purification of the Stone; you
muflt know how to convert our metallick
Water into an incombuftible Oil, by the
entire Solution of the Body, from w?‘:ence
it draws its Original; and to effe this, you
muft make the Converfion of the Ele-
ments, the Separations and the Re-union of
the three Principles; you muft learn to
know how to make thereof a white Ader-
onry, and a citrine  Mercury 5 you muft
fix chis Mercury, nourith 1t with 1ts own
Blood, to the End that it may be con-
veited into the fixt Sulphur of the Philofo-

phers,  Thefe ar¢ the fundamental Points of
; A of
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our Art; the reft of the Work is found
clearly enough taught in the Books of the

Philofophers, that we have no need of an

ampler Explanation.

As there are three Kingdoms [or Reigns]
1n Nature, {o there are al{o three Medicines in
our Art which make three different Works
' the Prattice, and which are neverthelefs
but three different Degrees, which raife our
Elixir to its higheft PerfeGion. © Thefe im-
- portant Operations of the three Works, are

g; all Philofophers referved under che Key
. of the Secret, to the End thar the facred
Myfteries of our divine Phiiuibphy may
not be revealed to the Profane ; but to you
who are the Sons of the Science, and “can
under{tand the Language of the Wife, the
Locks {hall be opened, and you fhall have
the Keys of the precious Treafures of Na-
ture and of Art, 1f you apply all your Mind
to the Underflanding of what T do defign
‘o tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is
neceflary for thofe, who are predeftinated
-as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fisb-
lime Myfteries. I will put into your. Hands
dix Keys, wherewich you may enter into

the Sanctvary of Philofophy, ‘open all its

-Recefles, and arrive ar the Undﬁ'rﬂgndjhg of 2|

the moft hidden Truths,

The
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The firft Key.

The firft Key is, that which opens the
- dark Prifons, in which the Swlphur is thue
- wp; this 1s it which knows how to extra& the
Seed out of the Body, and which forms the
- Stone of the Philofophers, by the Conjun-
¢tion of the Male with the Female ; of the
Spirit. with the Body 5 of Sulpbur with
ANidercury.  Hermes has manifeftly demon-
ftrated the Operation of this firft Key, by
thefe Words : 7n the Caverns of the Jdetals
there is bidden, the Stone which is Penerable,
bright in Colonr, a Mind [ublime, and an
open Sea. This Stone has a bright glitter-
ing, it contains a Spirit of a fublime Ori-
ginal, it is the Sea of the Wife, in which
they Fifh for their myfterious Fith. The
fame Philofopher does 1till more particularly
take Notice of the Nativity of this admi-
rable Stone, when he fays: The King [hall
come our of the Fire, and [ball rejoice in bis
Marriage, and the hidden Things [hall be laid
gpen. °T1s a King crowned with Glory,
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who s
pleaied with the Union of the Spoufe, which
1s.given to him. ’Tis this Union which
‘malkes manifeft that which before was hid-
uden, ; |

But
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But before I go any further, I have
a. Counfel to give you, which will be
of no {mall Advantage to you ; that is, to
reflect, that the Operations of each of the
three Works, having a great deal of Ana-
logy and Relation to one another ; the Ph-
lofophers do defignedly fpeak 1mn equivo-
cal' Terms, to the end that thofe who have
not Ly»x’s Eyes, may purfue wrong, and

- be lni{ in this Labyrinth, from whence it
is very hard to get out. In effect, when
one yumagines, that they fpeak of one
Work, they often treat of another ; take
heed, therefore, not to be deceived here-
‘n+ Foritis a Truth, thatin each Work
the wife Artift ought to diffolve the Bo~
dy with the Spirit, he muft cut off the
Raverw's Head, whiten the Black, and ru-
bify the White ; yet it is properly in the
firft Operation, that the wife Artft cuts off
the Head of the black Dragon, and of the
Raven.  Hermes fays; that ’us from thence
that our Art takes 1ts beginning.,  What is
born of the Crow, is the beginning of this
' Art. Confider, that it is by the Separati-
on of the black, fou!, and {tinking Fume
of the blacke® Black, thar our afhral, white, |
and  refplendent Stone s -formed, ‘which 1
containeth in 1ts Veins the Blood of the

Peligan;

1
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Pelicar ; ’tis at this firlt Purification of the
Stone, and at this thining Whitenefs, that

the fuft Key of the firlt Work is ended.

7 be ﬁﬁﬂﬂd I(r:_')',

The fecond Key diffolves the Com-
pound, or the Stonc, and begins the Sepa-
ration of the Elements in a philofophical
- Manner ; this Separation of the Elements
15 not made but by raifing up the fubtile
and pure Parts above the thick and terre-
{trial Parts. He who knows how to {ub-
lime the Stone philofophically, juftly de-
ferves the Name of a Philofopher, {ince he
knows the Fire of the Wile, which is the
only Inftrument, which can Work this
Sublimation. No Philofopher has ever open-
ly Revealed this {ecret Fire, and this powa
erful Agent, which Works all the Won-
ders of the Art; he who fhall not under-
ftand it, and not know how to diftinguifh
1t by the Charatters wherewith I have en-
deavoured to point it out in the Difcourfe
of Endoxus and Pyrephilns, ought to make
a ftand here, and pray to God to make it
clear to him ; for the Knowledge of this
arear; Secret; 1s rather a Gift of Heaven,
ghann'a Light acquired by the Force of Rea-
foing ; let him, neverthelefs, read the Wri-

ungs
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tings of the Philofophers ; ler him meditate,
and above all let him pray ; there is no dif=
ficulty, which may not in the end be made
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer.
Without the Sublimation of the Stone,
the Converfion of the Elemeants, and the
Extraction of the Principles is impoflible ;
and this Converfion, which makes Water
of Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air,
- 15 the only Way whereby our Adercary can
be prepared. - Apply your felf then toznow |
this fecret Fire, which diffolves the Stone
naturally, and without Violence, and makes
1t diffolve into Water in the great Sea of
the Wife, by the Diftillation wﬁich 1s made
by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon.
*T'1s in this manner that the Stone, which ac~
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wife,
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope-
rations of Art, produces their rectified Wa-
ter of Life, and their moft fharp Vinegar.
This Father of our Philofophy crys out
concerning this Myftery ; O bleffed watry
Form, which diffolveft the Elements ! The
Elements of the Stone could not be dif-
{olved, but by this Water wholly Divine ;
nor could a perfe® Diflolution be made
of it, but after a proportioned Digeftion

and
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and Putrefation, at which the fecond Key
of the firft Work is ended.

The third Key.
The third Key comprehends of it felf

alone a longer Train of Operations, than all
the reft together : The Philofaphers have
{poken very little of it, fecing the Perfecti-
on of our Mercnry depends thereon ; the
fincereft themfelves, as dreephins, Trevifin,
Flamel, have palt in Silence the Preparati-
ons of our Adercury, and there is eﬁardl}r
one found, who has not feign’d inftead
of fhowing the longeft and the moft im-
portant ofg the Operations of our Praétice.
With a defign to lend youa Hand in this
part of the Way, which you have to go,
where for want of Light it is impoffible to
follow the true Road, I will inlarge my
felf more than the Philofophers have done,
on this third Key, or at leaft I will follow
in an order that which they have faid of this
Subject fo confufedly, that without the In~
fpiration of Heaven, or without the help of
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubted!
in this Labyrinth, without being able to find
a happy Deliverance from thence. I am
fure that you who are the true Sons of the
Science, will receive a very great Satisfadi-
" QO
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on in the explining of thefe hidden My=

fteries, which regard the Separition,. and
the Purification of the Principles of our
Mercurys which is made by a perfect Dif-
folution and  Glorification of the. Body:,
whence it had its Nativity, and by the in-
timate Union of the Soul with 1ts Body;
of whom the Spirit is the only Tie which
Works this Conjunétion 5 this is the In-
tention, and the effential Point of the O-
perations of this Key, which termirate at
the Generation of a new Subftance, infi-
nitely nobler than the firft.

Afterthat the wife Artift hasmadea Spring
of living Warer come out of the Stone;
that he has preft out the Juice of the Vine
of the Philofiphers, and that he has made
their Wine, he ought to take Notice, that
in this homogenous Subftance, which ap-
pears under the Form of Water, theére are
three different Subftances, and threc natural
Principles of all Bodies :  Salt,  Sulphur, -
-and Adercary, which are the Spirit, the
Soul, and the Bedy, and though they ap-
pear pure and perfectly united together,
there {till wanes much of their being fo ;
for when by Diftillation we draw the Wa<
ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the |
Body remains in the bottom of the Veffel |
(33 ) hike




TriuMpH. 127

like a dead, black, and dreggy Earth, which
neverthelefs is not to be defpifed ; for in

our Subject there is nothing which is not

good. The Philofopher “fobm Pontanus pro-

tefts, that the very Superfluities of the Stoze

are converted into a true Effence; that he

who pretends to feparate any Thing from

our Subject, knows nothing in Philofophy,

and that all which is therein of fuperfluous,

unclean, dreggy, and in fine; tE: whole

- Subftance of the Compound is made per-
- feét by the Action of our Fire. This Ad-
vice opens the: Eyes of thofey who to- make
an exact Purification of the Elements, and

of the Principles, perfuade themfelves, -thac

they muft only take the fubtile, and caft 2-

way the heavy 5 but the Sons of ‘the Sci-

ence ought not to be ignofant, 'that the

Fire, and the Sulphur are hidden in the Cen-

ter of the Earthy and that you muft wafh

it exaltly with its Spirit, to ‘extra@ otit of
it the Balm, wiz. the fixt Salt, which is

the Blood of our Stone « This is the cflen-

tial Myftery of this Operation, “which' is

‘not accomplifhed till after a convenient Di-
‘geftion, and a flow Diftillation.  Follow
-then, ye Sons of Art, the command which
‘the  Truth-telling Hermes gives ye, who
fays mm this place : But with ihis warry Sexls
: we
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we muft mix owr Vinegary that e may poffefs
the (ulphurons Form ; for when the Compound
is diffolved, it is the Key of Reftoration. You
know that nothing 15 more contrary than
Fire and Water ; but yet the wife Arcift
muft make Peace between the Enemies,
who at the Bottom [or Radically] love
one arother vchemently.  Cofmgpolite has
told the manner thereot in a few Words -
T'he Things therefore being purged, make Fire
and Water to be Friends, which rbe:jr will eafr-
ly do in their Earih which had afcended swith
them. Be then attentive on this Point,
moiften oftentimes the Earth with its Wa-
ter; and you’ll obtain what you feek. Muft
not the Body be diffclved by the Water,
and the Eartﬁ' be penetrated with its Hu-
midity to be made proper for Generation 2
According to the Philofophers, the Spirit is
Eve ; the Body is .4dam, they ought to be
joined for the Propagation of their Species.
Hermes {ays the fame Thing in other Terms;
For Water isthe frongeft Nature, which [ir-
mounts and excites the fixed Nature in the
Body, that is, rejoices ir. In Effect, thefe
two Subftances, which are of the fame Na-
ture, but of two different Sexes, embrace
one another with the fame Love, and the
fame Satisfattion, as the Male and the Fe-

: ma]ﬁ_ _
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male;; and afcend infenfibly together, lea-
ving but a little Feces in the bottom of
the Veflel 5 fo that the Soul, the Spiric,
and the Body, after an exa& PuriﬁPcati—
on, appear at laft infeparably united un-
der a more noble and more perfe@ Form
than it was before, and as different from
its -firft liquid Form, as the Alcoho! of
Wine exaétly reCtified, and accuated with
1ts Sale, 1s differenc from the Subftance of
- the Wine from whence it has been drawn;
this Comparifon is not only very fitting,
but it furt ermore gives the Sons of Science
a precife Knowledge of the Operations of
this third Key. |

Our Water is a living Spring, which
comes out of the Stonie, by a natural Mira-
cle of our Philofophy. The firft of all
is the Water which iffucth ont of this Stone.
"Tis Hermes who hath pronounced this
great Truth.  He acknowledges further,
‘that this Water is the Foundation of our
Art. ‘The Philofophers give it many Names;
for fometimes they call it Wine, fome-
itimes Water of Life, fometimes Vinegar,
Hometimes Oil, according to the different
‘Degrees of Preparation, or according to
tthe diverfe Effects; which it is cafable of
[producings  Yet I let you know, that it is
' K properly
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wiley
and that in the Diftillation of this divine
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as
in that of common Vinegar; you may
from this draw a great Inftruction ; the
Water and the Phlegm afcend firft; the
oily Subftance, in wiich the Efhcacy of
our Water confifts, comes the laft. *Tis
this middle Subftance between Larth and
Water, which in the Generation of the Phi-
lofophical Child, does the Office of the Male;
Hermes makes us take particular Notice of
it by thefe intelliégible ords ¢ The indiffe
rens Ungrenty which s Fire, is the Medinm
betsween the Feces and the Water. He 15 not
content to give thefe Lights to his Scholars,
he thows further in his fmaragdine Table, in
what manner they ought to condu&t them-
felves in this Operation. Yo fball [eparare
the Earth from the Firc, the [ubtile from
the thick, foveetly, and with grear Skill. "T'ake
care above all Things not to {mother the
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Ex-
traction, moft bedone with a great deal of

Judgtngn(s oo - @0R0E Tet SR
It is therefore neceffary to diflolve the
Body entirely, to extrat all its Humidity
from it, which contains this prf:Ciﬂﬁ"ﬁ St~
phurs
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phrr, this Balm of Nature, and this won-
dertul Unguent, without which you ought
not to hope ever to fee in your Veflel this
Blacknefs fo defired by all the Philofophers.
Reduce then the whole Compound into
Water, and make a perfe@ Union of the
volatile with the fixt 5 ’tis a Precept of
Seniors which deferves you fhould give
Attention to it.  The higheff Fume, fays
he, onght to be reduced to the loweft, and
the divine Water s the King defcending from
Heaveny it is the reducer of tie Sorlto its Body,
which it at length revives. The Balm of
Life 15 hid in thefe unclean Feces; you
ought to wafth them with this celefti-
al Water, unul you have remov’d away
the Blacknefs from them, and then your
Water fhall be animated with this fiery
Eflence, which works all the Wonders of
our Art. I cannot give you a better Coun-
fc] about it than that of the great Ziifme-
giftus 5 You muft drive wmvay from the Wa-
ters the Fume which is upon ity the Blacknefs
from the Ungnenty and Death from the Feces.
But'the only Means to fucceed 1n this
Operation 1s taught you by the fame Phi-
Alofopher, who adds immediately 5 And this
by Diffelutiony which being done, we have
P13 04 K 2 the
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the grearet Philofophiys and-the Sccret of all

Secretse LI

But that you thay not be deceived with
the Term of the Compound; I will tell
you, that the Philofophers have two forts of
Compounds.  The firft is the Compound
of Nature ; ’tis that whereof I have fpoke
in the firft Key; for it 1s Nature which
makesit, in a manner iicomprehenfible to the
Artift, who does nothing but lend a Hand
to Nature, by the adhibition of external
Things, by the Means of which fhe brings
forth and produces this admirable Com-
pound.  The fecond s the Compound of
Art; 'tis the wife Man who makes. it by
the fecret Union of the fixt with the
Volatile, perfectly conjoined with éll the Pru-
dence which can be acquired by the Lights
of a profound Philofophy: The Com-
pound of Art is not -altogether the fame
in the fecond, as in the third Works  yet
it is always the Artft who makes it: = Ge-
ber defines it a Mixture of .Argent wvive
and Swlphur, that is to fay, of the Volatile
and the Fixt; which aéting on one another
are volatilized and fixt reciprocally into 2
perfeét Fixity. Confider the Fxample of
Nature, you'll fee 'that the Earth will
never produce Fruit, if it be not penctra=

ted |
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu-
midity 'would remain always Barren, if it
were not retained and fixt by the Drinefs
of'the Earchs vad>or Ee

You ought then.te be certain, - that one
cannot have any good fuccels in our Art;
if you do mnot in the firft Work purify
the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth;
If you do not whiten thefe foul and black
Fzces, to feparate from thence the white
Sulphur, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wife,
which is their chafte Diana, who wathes
her felf in the Bath.  All this Myftery
is but the Extraction of the fixe Salt of
our Compound, in which the whole E-
nergy of our Mercwry confifts.  The
Water which afcends by Diftillation, car-
ries up ‘with it a part of this fiery Salt;
{o that the Affufion of the Water on the
Body reiterated many times, impregnates,
fattens, and fertilizes our Adercwry, and
makes it fitting to be fixt, which 15 the
end of the fecond Work. One cannot
better exphin this Truth, than Aermes has
done by thefe Words: When Ifamw that
the Waser began by Degrees to become (thicker
and bardery Idid rejoice, for I certainly knew
that 1 flonld find what 1 fonght for,

K3 Tho'
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Tho’ you might have but a very indif-
ferent Knowledge of our “Art, i what Tam
oing to tell you will be more than fuf-
%cient, to make you apprehend, that all the
Operations of this Key, which put an end
to the firft Work, ar¢ no other than to
digeft, diftil, cohobate, - diffolve, feparate,
and conjoin, the whole with Swectnefs
and Patience: Thus you will have not
~only an entire Extraction. of the Juice of
the Vine of the Wife; but furthermore,
you will poflefs the true Water of Life
and Ilet you know, that the more you
{hall retify it, and the :more you fhall
work upon 1it, the more Penetration and
Virtue 1t will acquire ; the Philofophers have
not given it the Name of the Water of
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to the Me-
tals; It s rproper]y called the great: Luna-
yia, becaufe its Brightnefs wherewith it
Shines :  They alfo call 1t a fulphureous Sub-
{tance, ‘a2 Balm, a Gumm; the vifcous Hu-
midity, and the moft fharp Vinegar of the
Philofophers, &c.
>T1s not without Reafon that the Philo-
fophers give this mercurial Liquor the name
‘of a Pontick, Warer, and of a moft fharp
Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity 1s the
true Character of its Vertue. There hap-

pens :
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pens alfo in its Diftillation, as I have alrea-
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens n
that of Vinegar : The Phlegm and the
Water arife firft, the fulphurcous and the
faline Parts afcend the laft ; feparate the
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water
and the Fire rogether, the Adercury with
the Swlphur, and you fhall fee at laft the
blackeflt Black, you will whiten the Raven,
and rubefy the Swan.

Since I fpeak only to you, ye true Scho-
lars of Hermes, 1 will reveal to you one
Secret, which you will not find entirely in
the Books of the Philofophers. Some of
them only fay, that of their Liquor
they make two Adercaries, the one White,
a-,ns:{y the other Red. Flamel has {aid more
particularly, that one muft make ufe of
the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi-
tions to the Red ; he gives Notice to ths
Sons of Art, not to be deceived in this
Point ; he affures you alfo, that he had
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abrabam
the For had not informed him of it.
Other Philofophers have taught, that the
white Mercary is the Bath of the Moon,
and that the red Adercury is the Bath of
the. Sun ; but there are none who have
been willing to fhow diftinétly to the Sons

- e K 4 of
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of the Science, by what way they may get
thefe two Meﬂ:m};ﬁ SUTH ygu ap};reh');tf:d
me well, you have this Point already cleared
up to you. The Lunaria is the white
Mercury, the moft fharp Vimegar is the red
Mercnry 5 but the better to determine thefe
two Mercmries, feed them with Fleth of
their own Species ; the Blood of Inno-
cents, whofe Throats are cut, that is to

{ay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath
where the Sun and Moon go to Bath them-
{elves.

I have unfolded to you a great Myfte-
ry, if you reflet well on it ; the Philofe-
phersy who have fpoken thereof, have paft
over this important Point very flightly,
Cofmapolite has very wittily mentioned it
by an ingenious Allegory, fpeaking of the
Purification of Aercury : T his will be done,
fays he, if you [hall grve onr old Nian Gold
and. Silver to fwallov, that be confume thens,
and_at length be alfo dying be burnt. He
makes an end of deferibing the whole Ma-
giftery in thefe Termss Ler bis Afbes be
frow'd into the Water 5 boil it wuntdl it is
erongh, and yon have a Medicine to cure the
Leprofy. You mult not be ignorant, that
our old Man is cur Mercury, that this
Name agrees with him, becaufe he is the

fuclt
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firft Matter of all the Metals ; the fame
Philofopher fays, that he 15 their Water, to
which he gives the Name of Steel, and of
the Loadftone, and he adds for a-greater
Confirmation of what T am about to difs
cover to you : If Gold conples with it eleves
Timies, it [ends forth its Seedy, and is weakened
dlmoft to Death 5 the Chalybs conceives and
begets a Son more glovions than the Farher.
Behold then a greac Myftery, which I re-
veal to you withour ‘any Apigma ; this
is the Secret of the two Aercuries, which
contain the two TinGures. Keep them
feparately, and do not confound their Spe-
cies, for fear they fhould beget a monftrous
Linage. ' .

1 not only fpeak to you more intelligi-
bly than any Philofopher has done, but T
alfo reveal to you all which 1s' the moft
effential in the Practice of our Art ; if you
meditate thereon, if you apply your felf
to underftand it well ; gu-t above ally if you
work according to thofe Lights which I give
you, I m no wife doubt, but you will ob-
zain what you feck for; and if you come
not to thefe Knowledges, by the way which
I have pointed out to you, 1 am very
well affured that you will hardly arrive at
your Defign by only reading the Philofo-

p’acr.r.



138 1The HERMETICAL

phers. Thercfore Defpair of nothing ; fearch .
the Source of the Liquor of the Sages,
which contains all which is neceffary for
the Work ; It 1s hidden under the Stone;
ftrike upon 1 with the Rod of Magick
Fire, and a clear Foumtain will iflue out of
it ; do- afterward as I have fhown you,
prepare the Bath of the King with the
Blood of the Innocents, and you will
have the animated Aevcury of the Wife,
- which never lofes its Virtue, if you keep
it in a Vellel well clofed. Hermes fays,
that there is fo much Sympathy between
the purified Bodies and the Spirits, that
they never quit one another when they are
united together ; becaufe this Union refem-
bles that of the Soul with the glorified Bo-
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there
fhall be no more Separation nor Death.
Bscanfe the Spirits defive to be in the cleanfed
Bodies, bt hﬁfﬂiﬂg had them, rbg enliven
then, and dwell in them. You fee by this
the Meric of this precious Liquor, to which
the Philsfophers Ezwe given more than a
thoufand different Names; 1t is the Water
of ILife of the Wifz, the Water of Diana,
the great Lunaria, the Water of Argent
vive ; 1t is our Mercury, our incombuftible
Oil, which in the Cold is congealed like
' o Ice,
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Tce, and is melted with Heat like Butter ;
Hermes calls it the foliated Earth, or the
Farth of Leaves, not without a great deal
of Reafon ; for if you well obferve, it 1s
all Leavy 5 in a word, 1t is the moft clear
Fountain, which Count Trevifan makes men-
tion of ; in fine, it is the great Alchaheft
which radically diffolves the Metals; it is
the true permanent Water, which after ha-
ving radically diflolved them, 1s infeparably
united to them, and increafes the Weight
and the Tinéture.

T he forrth Kep

The fourth Key of the Art, 1s the Ens
trance of the fecond Work ; ’tis that which
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is
but this only Water in the World, which
by a bare Boiling can be converted into
Earth, becaufe the. Aercury of the Wife
carries in its Center its own Szlphur, which
coagulates it.  The Terrification of the Spi-
rit is the only Operation of this Work ;
boil then with Patience ; if you have pro-
ceeded well, you will not be a long time
without feeing the Marks of this Coagu-
lation, and if ‘they appear not in their time,
they will never appear ; becaufe it is an un-
doubted Sign, that you have failed in fome
| : - effential
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¢flential Thing in the firft Oflerariom ; for
to- corporify the Spirit, which is our Ader-
¢ury, you muft have well diffolved the Bo-
dy in which the Sulphnr, which coagulates
the. Merexry, 15 inclofed.  Hermes aflures,
that our meércurial Water fhall obtain all the
Virtues ‘which the. Philofophers attribute to
3t, when it fhall be changed into Earth ;
Its Foree will be entire, if it [ball be con-
werted into Earth.,  An Earth admirable for
1ts Fertility : The Land of Promife of the
Wife, .WKD knowing hew to make the
Dew of Heaven fall upon it, make it pro-
duce Fruits of an ineftimable Price. Cof=
mopolite very well exprefles the Advantages
of this blefled Earth; He who kuows how
to congeal Water in Heaty and to join a Spi-
vie with ity fball truly find a Thing a thon-
fand Times more precions than Gold, and eve-
¥y Thing. Nothing comes near the worth
of this Earth, and of this Spirit, perfectly
bound together according to the Rules of
our Art ; they are the true Mercury, and
the true Sulphur of the Philofophers, the li-
ving Male, and the living Female, who
contain the Seed which only can beget a
Son more illuftrious than his Parents. Then
cultvate diligently this precious Earth, moi-
ften it often with its own Humidity, dry
: 1t
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' as often, and you will not lefs augment
its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fer-
ti]jtyl . i

. The fifth Key.
The fifth Key of our Work i1s the Fer-
mentation of the Stone with the perfect
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of
the third Order. I will fay nothing in
;{;rfticular of the Operation of the thud
Work ; except, that the perfett Body is 2
neceffary Leaven of our Pafte: That the
Spifit ought tor make the Union of the
Pafte with the Leaven; 1n the fame man-
ner as Water moiftens the Meal, and dif-
{olves the Leaven to. compofe a fermented
Pafte fit to make Bread. This Compa-
rifon is very proper; Hermes firft made 1t
{aying. For as a Pafle cannor be fermented
swithout a ferment ;[0 when you fhall bave
[ublimeds cleanfed, and feparared the Foulnefs
from the Faces ; when yon would join thews,
put a ferment in them, and make the Water
Earth, that the Pafte may be'made™a ferment.
On the Subje¢t of Fermentation, the Philofo-
pher repeats here the whole Work, and fhows
that\juft {o as the whole Lump of the Palte
-becomes all Leaven, by the Action of the
Ferment, which has been added to 15 fo
all
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all the philofophical Confeftion becomes
by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer-
ment a2 new Matter, and to multply it
even to Infimty.

If you obferve well how Bread is made,
you will find the Proportions which you
ought to keep among the Matters, which
compofe our philofophical * Pafte. - "Do
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea-
ven, and more Water than the Leaven

~and the Meal? The Laws of Nature are
the Rules you ought to follow in the
Practice of our whole Magiftery. T have
given you upon all the principal Points, all
the Inftruétions which are neceffary for
you, fo that it would be fuperfluous to
tell you more of it, particularly concern-
ing the laft Operations, about which the
Philofophers have been lefs referved, than on
the firft, which are the Foundations of the
Art.

The fixth Key. G W

The fixth Key teaches the Multiplica
tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of
the fame Operation, which confifts bur in
opening and fhutting, * diffolving and coa-
gulating, imbibing and drying ; whereby
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug-

mented.
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- mented. As my defign has not been to
defcribe entirely the Practice of the three
Medicines, but only to inftruct you in the
moft important Operations concerning the
Preparation of AMercury, which the Philofo-
{lhm commonly pafs over in Silence, to
ide thefe Myfteries from the prophane,
which are only for the Wife ; T will tarry
no longer upon this Point, and T will ell
‘you nothing more of what relates to the
Proje&tion of the Medicine, becaufe the
Succefs you expect depends not thereon.
I have not given you very full Inftructi-
ons but on the third Key, becaufe it con-
tains a long Train of Operations, which
‘though fimple and natural, require a great
“Underftanding of the Laws of Nature, and
‘of the Qualities of our Matter; as well as
a ‘perfe¢t Knowledge of Chymiftry, and of
the different Degrees of Heat, which are

fitting for thefe Operations.
T have conducted you by the ftraight
Way without any Winding ; and if you
have well minded the Road which 1 have
pointed you out, Iam fure that you will go
Atraight to the End without ftraying. Take
this in good part from me in the defign
which 1 hadP of {paring you a thoufand
I.abours, and a thoufand Troubles, which I
my

#
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my {elf have undergone in this painful Jouts
ney for want of an Afliftance, fuch as this
which I give you in this Letter; which
comes from a fincere Heart, and a tender
Aftetion for all the true Sons of the Sci-
wences 1 fhould much bewail you, if like me,
after having known the true Matter, you
fhould fpend fifteen Years entirely in Works
in Study, and 1n Meditation, without be-
ing able to extract out of the Stone, . the
- precious Juice which it inclofes in its Bo-
fom, for want of knowing the fecret Fire
of the Wife, which makes to run .out of
this Plant (dry and withered in Appearance)
a Water which wets not the Hands, and
which by a magical Union of the dry Wa-
ter of the Sea of the Wife, is diffolved in-
to a vifcous Water, mto a mercurial Li-
quor, which is the Beginning, the Foun-
dation, and the Key ofg our Art ; convert;
feparate, and purify the Elements as I have
taught you, and you will poflefs the true
Herenry of the Philofophers, which will give
you rthe fixt Sulphur; and the univerfal

Medicine. - |
But.I give you Notice; that after, you
fhall be arrived at the Knowledge of the
fecret Fire of the Wife, yer ftill you fhall
not attain your Point at your fir{t. Career.
T have
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I have erred many Years in the way which
remains to be gone, to arrive at the myfte-
rious Fountain where the King bathes him-
felf, 1s made Young again, and retakes a
new Life exempt from all forts of Infirmi-
ties. . Befides this you muft know how to
purify, to heat, and to animate the Royal
Bath ; ’tis to lend you a Hand in this fe-
cret Way, that I have expatiated on the
third Key, where all thefe Operations are
defcrib’d. T with with all my Heart, that
the Inftrutions which I have given you,
may make you go diretly to the End. Bur
remember, ye Sons of the Science, that the
Knowledge of our Magiftery comes rather
by the Infpiration of Heaven, than from
the Lights which we, can get by our felves.
‘This Truth is acknowledged by all Philp-
fophers 5 tis for that Reafon that it is not
enough to. Work ;5 Pray daily, read good
Books, and meditate. Night and Day on the
Operations of Nature, and on what {he
may be able to do when fhe is affifted
by the help of our: Art, and by thefe
means 6011 will fucceed without doubt in
our Undertaking.  This is all which I
Kad to fay to you in this Letter: I was
not -willing to make you fuch a long
Difcourfc as the Matter feemed to de-
RS e R i
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mand ; neither have I told you any thing
but what's effential to our Art; fo that if
you know our Stone, which 15 the only
Matter of our Stone, and if you have the
Underftanding of our Fire which is both
Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of
the Art, and you can calcine our Stone;
not by the common Calcination which is-
made by the Violence of Fire, but by a
philofophical Calcination which ‘s purely
Natural. .

Yet obferve this with the moft enlight-
ned Philofophers, that there is this Diffe-
rence between the common Calcination
which is made by the Force of Fire, and
the Natural Calcination ; that the firft de-
ftroys the Body, and confumes the great-
eft Part of its radical Humidity ; but the
fecond does not only preferve the Humi-
dity of the Body in calcining it, but ftill
it confiderably Augments it.

Experience will give you knowledge in
the Practice of this great Truth, for you will
in Effe& find thae this philofophical Calci-
nation, which fublimes and diffils the Stone
in calcining it, much augments its Humi= |
diry 5 the Reafon 15, that the igneous Spi-
rit of the natural Fire is corporified in
the Subftances which are Analogous to its,

H0HY WO &y S od|
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Our Stone is an Aftral Fire, which fym-
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which
as a true Salamander receives its Nativity,
is nourifh’d and grows in the Elementary
Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned
to it.

The Name of the Autbor in Latin 7s
in this Anagram,

Dives ficut Ardens S * * %,
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faeye=| T bas been thought pro-

TR per (as mentioned in the
Preface) to join with this
Treatife a Tranflation of
THE ANCIENT War
OF THE KNIGHTS, done from the
Original German y that fo the Lo-
VErS ﬂf‘ this ,Srzﬂnc-ﬂ ngbt be able to
compare 1t with that done from the
French y which, by Reafon of its paf-
fing ﬁrﬁ into Latin, and from thence
into Yrench, bas loff of its prifline
Senfe, as will be found upon the pe-
rufal of the fame. And, tomake the
Work fhll more complmt, fome  An-
snotations bave been added (from a
German Edition) upon the moft mate-
rial Points, where the [aid French
Tranflation differs from the German
Original,
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The Antient

War of the KN1GHTS,

Being a fhort Alchymiftical

DIALOGUE

Betwixt our

StoNE, GoLD and MERCURY,

Of the true Matter, of which thofe who
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo-
Jfopher’s Stone, by Means of a due Ma-
nagement, with Help of Lunar Pulcan.

Defcrib’d by an Experienc’d Pbi!a»ﬁpb&r.
Tranflated from the German Original.
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Difpmtation of Gold and Mercury, with the
Stone of the Philofophers.

S owx| 1rue Philofipher writes thus : By
%, B God Almighty, and upon my
- - Q%' Salvation, do I tell you (yeu
288 Lovers of this excellent Art)
orm a f{incere Heart, and out of Coms=
»affion for thofe which have fought a lon
ame in vain, that our (*) whole Woré

{5 comes
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comes forth out of one Thing, which
compleated 1n it felf, and needs no more
2. but to be (*) diffolved and recoagulated 3
and this it muft do of it felf, without all
foreign Thinﬁs. _
~As Ice which is put over the Fire in a
dry Veflel, and by Heat turns into Water ¢
3.(*) In the fame manner it is with our
Stone, which wants nothing but the help
of the Operation of the Artift, and of the
~ 4.natural (*) Fire. For of it felf it cannot
do it, although it fhould lie [or remain]
for ever in the Earth, therefore it muft be
aflifted; yet not fo, as to join foreign and
contrary ‘T'hings with it. But thus, as God
gives us the Corn in the Field, and we
muft grind and bake it for to make Bread
§+ thereof ¢+ In like manner in this ; (*) God
has created for us this Mineraly [or Oar]
which we take by it {elf, deftroy the grofs
Body, extract the interiour Goodnefs, put
away the Superfluity, and make out of the
Poion, a Medicine. i |
That you may underftand this the bet-
tery I'll recite you a fine Dialogue and Dif-
putaticn WhiCﬁ happen’d betwixt the Srone
of the Philofophers, Gold, and Adercurys by
which thofe who know a little [or in fome
6. Mealure ] how to (*) deal with Metals and |
: ' Mineralss |
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Minerals, (having fought a long time in
vain,) may eafily arrive to the true Foun-
dation. And it will be neceffary, that one
learn to know (*) the exteriour and interi- 74
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth,
and what it is radically capable of, [or what
it is capable of by (the Foundation of) Na-
ture. |

Gold and Mercury came at a certain time
to a Stone with an armed Hand, in the In-
tention to fubdue it.

And Gold began thus in a rude manner,
faying. |

GO LD,

You poifonous Worm and Dragon, (*) 8
why do you pretend to be above me and
my Brother Adercary 2 Being I am the moft
high, moft noble, and mt:rfij conftant Me-
tal 5 and all Princes and Lords, and likewife
all ordinary Men, feek to obtain Riches
from [or to grow Rich by working with]
me and my Brother Aercxry, whereas you
are an Enemy of all Men and Merals, and
fynu know, that the Phy ficians praifc me ex-
ceedingly to be (*) for the Health of o,

Men ¢
gt To+-!
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To which our Store anfwereth.
~ Dear Gold, why are you not angry with
God, and enquire, why he hath not cre-
ated in you, what is found in me ?

G OLD.

God has given me the Honour, the
Beauty, and the Praife, wherefore, T am de-

fired by the whole World, and becaufe I

~ am the moft conftant Metal, in the Fire

and out of the Fire, for that Reafon 1am
loved by every Body. But as for you,

1o.you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful

i
{11.

and deceive the People ; for one fees, that
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands
of thofe that work with you.

5 The " S'1°0 N E.

Dear Gold, ’tis true, God has given you
Honour, Beauty and Conitancy, %nr which
you ought to be thankful unto God, and
not defpife others ; but as for your difpa-
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ;
and 1 fay, youare not the Golds of which
the Philofophers write, (*) but the fame is
concealed within me : For although it 1s

" true that T am Volatile in the Fire, never-

I2e

thelefs you know, that God and Nature
(*) have ordered me thus, and I muft be ;:_0, |
oL
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for my Vohtility is to the Advantage of the
Arift ; and if he (the faid Artift) can duly
extraé the fame, yet remains within me the
conftant Soul, which is much more con-
ftant than you Gold, and all your Brothers
and Companions ; no Fire or Water can
confume or deftroy her, as long as the
World lafts. Nor 1 it to be imputed to
‘me, that I am fought for by thofe, who
cannot duly work with me, or prepare me,
and join often foreign and contrary Things
with me, fuch as Waters and Powders,
whereby they deftroy my innate Nature and
Quality. [or Property.] Befides this, there

5

is (*) not one in an Hundred, that worksys,

with me, but all of them feck to compleat
the Art with you Gold and your Brother
Mercury : Wherein however they err, and
work falfely, it being apparent, that all of
them bring nothing to effect, but employ their
Gold 1n vain, deﬁroy [or ruin] themfelves
by it, and are reduced to Poverty ; which is
moft to be imputed to you Sol, who know
particularly well, that no true Geold or Sil-
ver can be made without me, for I alone
have that Power. Why then do you allow
that almoft the whole World works chiefly
with you and your Brother Aercary ? 1f
then you were indeed fincere, and did de-

[*:3] fire
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{ire to deal honeftly, you would appraife the
People, and warn them to avoid Damages ;
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that
you are the Cheat.

GO L. D.

I'll prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings,
that the Art may be compleated by me and
my Brother Adercury. For read Hermes,
who fays thus: (*) The Sun is its Father,
and the Moon is its Mother, now ’tis I who :
am compared to the Sun.

Likewife Arifforle, Avicenn, P!ifzj, Sera-
piony  Hippocrates, Diofcorides, Mefne, Rafis,
Averrboes, Geber, Raymund Lully, _Albertus
Magnus, Arnold of Villa-Nova, T homas A-
quinas, and many others, which I omit for
Brevity’s fake; all thefe fay plin and di-
{tinCtly, that the Tinctures, as well as the
Metals, muft be compofed of Sulphur and
Mercary, and the (*) Sulphur muft be red,
incombufitible, and conftant [or fix’d] in the
Fire, and the Aercury muft be bright [or
clean] and clearly purified, and they write
without any winding Expreffions [or Cir-
cumlocution, | naming me openly by my
Name, and fay, that in me Gold, is the
well digefted, conftant, [or fix’d] incombu-
{tible, red Sulphury which is alfo true 5 and it
5384 ’ 15
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15 obvious to every Body, that T am the
moft conftant Metal, and have the belt S#/-
phur of all, which cannot be confumed by
Fire, but is quite fixed.

Then Mercuryaflented with his Difcourfes
to what the Gold had advanced, and add-
ed : It were true, what his Brother, the
Gold had told, and might be prov’d by
the aforefaid Mafters. And that likewile
it were known commonly and by every
-Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16.
were betwixt them two, above all other
Metals ; which might eafily be prov’d, by
only this ocular Demonltration, that when
Goldfmiths, or fuch litke Workmen will
gild Things, they cannot do without Go/d
and Mercnry, but take them and put them
together, and unite them with very little
Pains. What then might not be done, with
more Pains and Diligence, with more Work
and longer Labour ¢

Our': SSTONE.

Then our Stone replyed ina merry Hu-
mour : Truely, you both deferve to be
laugh’d at with your Proofs; and I admire
more efpecially of you Gold, who boaft fo
very much of your felf to be good for'a
great many Things, [or Ufes,] that you
' | [ 4] have
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have no more Senfe than that comes to 3
do you think that the old Philofophers have
fitted their Writings barely to the common

literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be
underftood in that manner ?

Cr sl . |
The aforecited Mafters have Writ no
Untruth, and they all agree concerning my
Virtue, but there have been fome, who have

- {ought for my Virtues in other imprﬂ.per
Th?fs’ viz. 1n various Herbs, Animals,
3

Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like,
who therefore have err’d, and perhaps have
Writ erroneoufly too ; but the aforefaid
Mafters have good Teftimony, that the
have poflefs'd the Art indeed’; for whicﬁ
Reafon their Writings may very well be
credited,

dbe- 89 0 NE.

I do no ways doubt, and it is very tru¢
that they have poffe’d the Art indeed ;
{fome however excepted of thofe whom you
have quoted. But when they name bare-
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do
1t to hide the Art from the fenfélefs [Dun-
ces| and the unworthy, knowing very
well, that fuch only dwell upon Names and
written
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written Procefles, without meditating fur-
ther upon the Foundation of this Matter.
But the Prudent and Diligent read with
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares
with the other; out of which they get a

Foundation;; finding thus by Speculation, and

from the Philofopher’s Sentences, the true

Matter, which nc Philofopher ever named

and defcrib’d openly by its true Name.
This they prove themfelves, when they

fay, where we write plaineft, [or open] ac-

cording to the common Senfe [or Interpre-
tation] there we have moft concealed the
Art. (*) But where we {peak by Para-
bles and Sentences, there we have truly dif-
clofed the Art. And where they write
of Gold or Mercury, they however {oon af-
ter that, tell and explain themfelves, faying,
that their Gold 1s no common Gold, nor
their Aercury common Adercury; by Rea-
{on, that Gold, becaufe of its Perfeétion,
cannot be alter’d or chang’d, becaufe 1t is
grown already to a quite perfect Metal; and
although one fhould extract its Colour a
hundred Times, and Work never {o art-
ful wich it, neverthelefs it cannot tinge any
more, than juft fo much as it has Colour
and Tin&ure in it {elf.  Therefore the Phi-

17

lofophers fay, (*) If you fearch in imper- 18.

foét
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feCt Things, you there will find the Per-
teCtion, as you may read in the Rofary.
Likewile Ramund Lully, whom your felf
have quoted as a Teltimony, fays thus :
What fhall be meliorated, muft not be per-
fect ; nothing is changed [or altered | in
perfect Things, it rather is quite deftroy'd
and {poil’d.

(e 041 A1
~ I know indeed that they fay thus; but
that may be underftood of ‘my Brother
Mercnry, who as yet is imperfe@ ; and when
we two mix our felves with each other,
he then is made perfe@ by me; for he is
of the Feminine, and I of the Maftuline Sex.
Theretore the Philofophers fay, that the Art
s entirely an Homogeneum.  You fee the
fame in Men, that no Child is produced,
but by conjunétion of Male and Female. .
And the fame is to be feen in all Animals

which have Life.

Oar ST O N E.

Thy Brother Adercury is indeed 1mper-=
fect (*) yet therefore is not he the Aey-
cury of the Philofophers . And if you two
fhould mix your felves together and were
kept in the Fire [or in digeftion] for ma-

ny
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ny Years, it were neverthclefi impoffible
that you two could really be united toge-
ther ; for as foon as AMercury feels the Fire,
he {lips from you going on high, and {ub-
limes it felf on the top, leaving you n
in the bottom. Or if you are joind to-
ether with corrofive Waters, and are dif-
{olved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield
nothing elfe but a red Powder and Praci-
pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projecti-
on| upon imperfect Metals, it tinges not ;
but only fo much of you Gold 1s found
again, as was taken ar the Beginning, and
your Brother Mercury efcapes entirely from
you; which the Searchers n Alchimy have
experienc’d for many Years, and are con-
vinc’d of it by their own no fmall damage.
But as for your referring to the Sentences
of the Ancients, who fay, that the Art
is wholly an Hemogencumn, and that no
Child can be produced but by Male and
Female, which you fancy, the Philofophers
did to hint at you and your. Brother Ader-
cury by it; that is not thus neither, but
mifunderftood by you, altho’ they (writing
thus) fpeak very right and proper; for 1

tell you in Truth, that even this 15 (%) the 1,
Cornerftone laid by the Ancients, at which
many Thoufands have ftumbled. Do you
imagine
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imagine it is with Metals (*) juft as with
other Things, which have Life? You fare
in this, as all thofe who work wrongly 1n
this Art; when you read thefe Things in
in the Philofopher’s Wrritings, you do not
meditate on the Scops, and whether it agrees
with what has been faid before, or what is
faid after that; for what the Philofophers have
deferib’d of this Art with fuch parabolical
Words, is folely to be applied to me, and
to no other Thing in the World; for ’tis

.Ialone that do perform it, and (*) with-

out me no true Gold or Silver can be made.

GOLD.

Good God ! are you not afraid to com-
mit a Sin, and have no fthame to tell fuch .
a Lie? And are you fo audacious, as to ap-
ply [or attribute] folely unto you, what fo
many Philofophers and Learned Men have
written of this Art in feveral Ages? You,
who are an only, grofs, poifonous, and
unclean Thing, and yet confefs, that the
Art 15 an Homogeneum ; and you affirm
befides this, that without you, who are (%)
the Univerfal, no true Go/d or Silver can
be made; whereas it is known, that many
have fought fo affiduoufly and diligently,
that they have found fome other ways,

' ~ which
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which are called particulars, from which
they may have a good Profit.

Osr STONE.

My Dear Gold, do not wonder at what
I have told you, and do not thus impudent-
ly and imprudently give me the Lie, be-
caufe Tam older than your felf. (*) And z4.
although Thad been miftaken in this, you
ought to f%a‘re my Age; for you are not
ignorant, that Age ought to be honour’d.

But to fave my Honour, I'll prove by
the Mafters you have cited, thar I fpoke
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted
by your own felf;] you have no Reafon
to object againﬂ:. And firftly, Hermses fays
thus » In Truth, without Lie, certain, and
moft true, is this, that that which 1s un-
der, is like to that which is above, and that
which is above, is like unto that below, (*) zs.
by this you may attain to Miracles and
Wonders of cne Thing.

Jrem, Ariffole writes thus; Oh! what
a ftrange Thing is this, for it has 1n it felf,
all what we ftand in neced of ; it kills 1t {clf,
and gets Life again of 1t felf ; () 1t efpoulcs 2 6.
it {olf, it begets it felf, and brings forth {cr
generates] of it {elf; it diflolves it felf in its
own Blocd, and recoagulates ig felf with the
| ' AT e
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fame; it grows White and Red of it {elf;
and we ad nothing more to it, nor do we
change any Thing, only we {eparate the
Terreftreity and the Groflnefs from it.
{tem, Plato the Philofipher fays thus of
me : "Tis even but one and the fame [or

- only | Thir}g init felf 5 (*) ichas a Body, a

Souly a Spirit, and the four Elements, over
which it has Deminion ; and it does not want
to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it
brings forth [or generates it felf | only of it
{elfy and all Things are in it.

Many Teftimonies more of thefe Mafters
could I proffer, but it being unneceflary, I
omit them for Brevity’s Sake.

However, as for Particulars, of which
you make mention, it is thus with them s
Some are come thus far, that they have
been able to (*) extra& my tinging Spirit,
which they have joined to other Metals,
and brought it about by many Operations,
that I have participated to fuch Metals as
had any Afhnity with me, a finall Matter
of my Virtue and Power ; which, however,
but very few fucceeded in : Likewife did
they partly find it by Chance. ( *) And by
Reafon that they did not penetrate into the
Foundation, whence Tin@ures come, there«
fore they could not proceed further, aind

thus
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thus they could not reap very great Advan-
tages therefrom.  But if the Artit (*) had ;0.
Jooked further about for my own [proper |
Wife, and joined [or united] me with her,
1 then could have tinged a thoufand Times
more : But they thus{poiled my Nature
[or Pms)erty] with foreign Things. How-
ever, whatever they found, (although but
a {mall Matter in Comparifon of my true
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from me,
and of no other Thing whatfoever.

G O L D.

What you have faid is no fufficient
Proof : For although they [the Philofiphers |
write of one only Thing, in which are con-
tained the four Elements, ' and a Body, a
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby infinuate
for give to underftand | the Tincture, after
the fame has been compleatly finithed : 1t
muft neverthelefs be compofed in the begin-
ning of me Gold, and my Brother AZer-
cury, we being the Male and Female Secd,
as has been mentioned ; and when we are
* brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di-
geftion] we then are both [ that} one Thing,
of which they write.

Oy
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Osr ST O N E.

It 1s no ways thus ; and I have told you
31. before, (*) that it is not poflible for you
two, [to perform its] for you two are not
one Body, but two Bodies, and you are
in the Foundation of Nature [or Radically]
32, contrary to each others (*) But as for me,
[ have an imperfect Body s a pure; pene-
trating, tinging, and conftant [or fixed]
Spirit; and befides this, a clear, bright, vo-
latile, and moveable Mercnry 5 and am alone
capable of what both of you together do
indeed boaft of, but are not able to perform
1t ; for in me 15 the Philofopher’s Gold, and
the Mercury of the Wife. For this Reafon
2 3. the Ancients fay : (*) our Stone is not Vi-
fible, nor our Mercary to be had, but out
34. of the foft (*) uncorrupted [or proper] Bo-
dies, and neither of the two can be attain-
ed without the other ; wherefore I alone
do yield the Male and Female Sced, and
am wholly an Homegencwm ; alfo am I called

an Hermaphrodite.

Richardus Anglus too, witnefles the fame
of me, faying : The firft Matter of our
Stone is called Rebis, that is to fay, a Thing,

which
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which by Nature has a double quality [or
]'}rc;j:ertyj concealed n 1t {elf 5 and 1t 1s like-
wife call’d an Hermaphrodite, that is, a
Matter; which is not eafily to be diftin-

uifh’d, whether it be a Male or Female ;
y Reafon, that it inclines to both Parts.

17

Therefore 2 Medicine is made, (¥) out of 35-

a Thing, [or one Thing] which is the
Water of the Body and Sgi:airit.

- This has occafioned the faying, that this
Medicine has by its e £nigma’s deceived ma=
ny Fools. The Art; however; requires but
one Thing, which is known to every Bo-
dy ; many wifh forit, and yet it 1s but one
only Thing ; [or Matter;]| (*) nothing is
to be compared to 1t, and yet it 1s mean
and cheap : But for this it ought not to be
defpifed; for it makes and brings forth [or
compleats | admirable Things.

Alanns the Philofopher fays: You Opera-
tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed
Mind n your Work, not beginning and
trying {fometimes with one Thing, and fome-
times with another; for the Art confifts not
in Multtude of Species’s, but in Body and
Soul. And fora (certain) Truth, the Me-
dicine of our Stone 1s one Thing, one Vel=
fely one Compofition. For the whole [ Ma-

Toastl fterpicee

u__’,i'._’
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fterpiece of ] Art is begun with one Thing,
and is ended with one Thing ; although
the Philofophers, in order to hide the Art,
have pretended to point out many other
ways, as for Inftance : continual Cooking,
[or Digeftion, | Mixtion, Sublimation, T'ri-
turation, and Siccation, and as many other
Names [or Allegories] as the fame may be

+ named withal. (*) However, the Soluti-
on of the Body 1s not brought about, but

1n its own Blood. ~
Geber fays thus: In the Foundation (or
in the Root] of the Nature of Adercary, is
Swlphury which perfects it, [viz. the Ader-
cury| by cooking and digefting it during
a long time 1n the Veins of the Mines.
Thus, my dear Gold, with what has
been faid, you are fufhciently convinced,
that it is only 1 me, and T alone can per-
form all, without the Afliftance of you and
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any
ways, although all of you want me: [Or

* have Occafion tor me:) For I can perfe&t

you all, and bring you to a higher Degree,
than what you are by Nature. I 1
Then the Gold grew angry, and not
knowing any more what to anfwer, = con-
fulted withits Brother Adercury, and agreed

upon
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upon this, that they would aflift one ano-
ther, who being two in Number, and our
Stone but {ingle, they (becaufe they could

19

get no Advantage upon it by dil'guting)..

would by their double Power deftroy it
[or kill it] by the Sword.

But when the Fight began, our Stone if-
{ued Strength, [or Powerj (*) and deﬁrny-
ed and conquered them both: And fwallow-
ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at
all was to be fecn of them ; nor what was

ecome of them.

Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear
God, you have here a true and fufhicient
Narrative [or Inftrution] to underftand
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo-
fopher did ever declare himfelf fo plain and
openly. %

You therefore want nothing elfe, but
that you pray to God that he may grant
you, to attain to fuch a dear and preci-
ous Jewel : Next to this quicken your
Thoughts, and read with Prudence, work
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre-
paration of | this precious Work ; for (*)
1t muft have its natural Time, [orits Time
ordained by Nature,] like Fruit on a Tree,

38.

39
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or Grapes on a Vine. Be likewife of a good
Wil and Intention, or elfe the Lord will
grant you nothing ; for God gives it to

go.thofe, who defire to do good with it, (*)
and takes it, or detains it from fuch as
would employ it to ill Ufes.

The Lord give yon his Bleffing. Amens
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terray which indeed fometimes may be under-
{tood or the Earthy and 1s taken thus in the
Lord’s Prayer : Sicut in Calo ¢& in Terra,
thy Will be done on Earth; but in this
place it fhould be otherways, viz. ir the
Earths

X X
X _
By Number 9. the German Original fays ¢
To which OTU R Stone anfwereth; but in the

- French the word Owmr is omitted ; for it fays,

the Stone anfiered. *T1s fuggnfed the Tran-
{lator into Latiz has omitted firft the word

ireF
: I
>

Onr, not knowing perhaps that there 152

difference between the Stone of the Philofo-
phers, and between the Stone called thusfim-

ply. But the French Commentator, as an in-
ocnious Philofopbers would not have omitted
the word Onr, but perhaps rather have gi-
ven a learned Explication about it, if fo be
he had found it in the Latiz Tran{lation ;
Yor when the Philofophers fay, Our Stons,
they fpeak of it, as in that Condition, when
it is work’d upon to be brought to Perfecti-
on, and plufquam Perfection, wiz. to the
Quality commonly called, Zhe Philofophick_
Stone.  But when it is barely called 7e
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that

Cafe it may be applied to the Stone, either
TN penenally, Y

r |
1: I
'] I
Al
.'

e e
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-~ dofophers, or its

- cafion thereby, to medirate, w

Triumen.
generally,viz. in all and every one of its States

and Conditions, or elfe it is taken in parti-
cular (to diﬁinﬁifh the Stone of the Phi-

der the Operations of Nature, and not yet
brought fo far as that the Artift may aifift
Nature by a prudent Imitation of her. But
as foon as the Philofophers work upon it, it is
then properly and in particular called 7 hesr
Stone. 1is true, the Philofophers fometimes
<onfound on purpofe thefe two Denomina-
tions, becaufe of the unworthy ; burt fince
the German Philofopher makes fuch a Di-
ftinction, the Tranflator into Larin ought
not to have deprived the Hermetick Difci-
ples of the fame ; for they _miiht take Oc-

y ’tis called
one time 7he Stone, and at another time
Onr Stone 5 as likewife in what manner the
Author fpeaks when he calls it merely 7%e
Stoney, and what he fays when he diftin-
guifhes it with the word Owr. *Twas wrong
therefore to be guilty of {fuch an Omiffion,

as not to give it the Denomination of Onr-

Stoney as often as it was found in the German
Original ; but in Licu thereof, to call it al-
ways merely The Stone.

P By

’ atter) when it is fHll uns
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Honour, Beauty, ¢e. which it poffeffes,
and who is beholden for the fame to the
. Stone ; {o that it Dught not to pretend from
. that, to have the Chef; or fo much as any
part at allin the Philofophical Work, elpe-
cially with the Exclufion of the Stone, whom
Gold wrongly vilifics.

>T1s, however, not the fault of our emi-
nent French Philofopher, that the faid Arti-
cle [E]Té;] has been made ufe of in the reply
- of the Stone, it having happened by Acci-
dent; for as he did not tranflate the fid
- Treatife, called, T'he War of the Koights, from
- the German Tongue, but from the Zazin, in-
- to which it had been tranflated firft; and
 the Larin Tongue having no Articles, it was
- not poflible for him to know, whether or
no, or at whar place the Article was made
~ufe of in the Original ; o that it feems to
have crept in, at the place aforefaid, by mere
- Chance.
*T1s neverthelefs true, that the Zatin Tran-
Alator is to blame ; for in Cafe he had been
careful to render the Author’s Intention ex-
act, he might have done i, although it was
not pofiible to do it by an Article ; and it
‘might have been given in thefe or the like
Words : Perum eft, Deum tibi honoris, prtl-
Chritwdinis & in igne conflantie AL T QUID

e o (os
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[or NECESSARIUM TIBI DI
MENSTU M| conceffiffe.
*

By the laft mentioned Number there fol-
lows {foon after : But as for your difparagin
gme thus, yor do it with Untm:h}, which Wm‘&%
have been left out in the French. Whofe
Fault foever it be, it is certain, the Words
are very expreflive, (as almoit all the reft of
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand,
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the

philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work’s
Deftruétion.

X
* X

By Number 13. the German Original
fays : It being Apparent, thar all of them bring
nothing ta EffeCts but employ their Gold in vain,
[awnd| DESTROY THEMSELVES
BY IT. But the French fays : For tis im-
profitably that they employ their Gold, and that
they ENDEAVOUR TO DESTROY
i 4

The Latin Tranflator has in this Paffage
taken the German (for the word deftroy)
quite wrong, having probably faid thus :
Awrum inutiliter impendumt ¢ Corvumpnnt — .
which is altogether againft the Senfe and
Meaning of the Original.

o ' The




TrRIUMPH.

The French Philofopher has very well
perceived, that this Paffage could not be right,
and therefore did not render it into Frexch
in the fame Senfe, viz. Thar they deftroy the
Gold, but fays, That they endeavour to deftr
it 5 knowing very well, that it is not pofli-
ble for them to deftroy the Gold.

The Tranflator into Latin finding che
word deftroy in the German, would have
kept the true Meaning of the fame Author,
if ie had faid : Awimadvertimus, grod hifce
#ibil efficiant, fed potiss anrmm eorsm insutili-
ser tmpendant, eogste ipfo deficientes mifer? pef-
Jiom eant, & in [wmmam egeffatem incidant.

| X
x %

By the laft quoted Number, the German
Orniginal fays in the reply of Gold : 74
prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings, that the
Art may be compleated by me and 7y Brother
Mercury 5 concerning which it is to be no-
ted, that in the Fremh, the Words : _44d

my Brother Mercury, have been omitted.

X
* Kk )

By Number 15. the German Original .

fays : And rbey write withownt any winding
Expreflions.  But the French ﬁl_ys, Withomt

#ny Referve. |
| Enini? 3 By

b
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qaidg?ﬁ imperfeclus, fed proprerea non eff Mer-

curins [apiemnm---. 1t it were thus, it were
a Germanifm, whofe Senfe will be taken righe
by a German who underftands Latin ; Eut
not eafily by a Frenchman, who 1is not ac-
quainted with the Germanifm’s, which often
happen amongft the Germans in the Larin
Tongue ; For, one fecs that the French Phi-
lofopher has taken the Senfe of the Larin
Words thus: He is mperfeits bur for that
very Reafon (BECAVSE HE IS [A-
PERFECT) is not he the Mercury of the
Wife. A German, however, underftands
it thus : He is imperfely, bat therefore (AL

L HODGH: HE IS T MEER-

FECT) ke is not the Mercury of the Sages 5
or, it is therefore no Confequences thar be fhould
be the Mercury of the Philofophers 5 it being
no Argument at all, thavan imperfect Ader-
cury (of which there are many Kinds) fhould
by Reafon of its Imperfection be the Philo-
{ophick Mercury. And thus it’s very pro-
bable to have been the fault of the Tranfla-
ter, who, if he had been refolved to make
ufe of the word propterea, (which neverthe-
lefs might better ﬁave been omitted,) he
ought at leaft to have put the word #on be-
fore it, iz, INon tamen propterea eft Mercu-
vius fapientum 5 ory Non tamen inde confici-

tur,



30

The HERMETICAT

tury eum propterea effe Mercurinm Japientum.
So that this eminent Philofopher (viz. the
Commentator) may have been led into an
Error, by the Aquivocation of this Germa-
#ifm 5 and one fees how he is forced to turn
and wind himfelf in the Anfwer of Eundoxus,
for 'to skreen the German Philofopher from
the blame of the fuppofed Contradicion ;
which if he has fucceeded in it, and whee
ther the Doubt, formed by Pyrophilus, has
been fufficiently cleared and taken away by

Endoxns’s Anfwer, (how learned and ufeful

foever it be,) is left to the Judgment of
thofe that are well skilled in this Art. May
be this Paffage has appeared to the faid Com-
mentator as one of thofe which the Philo-
fophers make ufe of, when, becaufe of the
unworthy, and alfo for other Reafons, they
contradict themfelves, which ought to be

no Obftacle to the true Difciples of Hermes,

who fhould take Occafion from thence, to
meditate fo much the more upon the Reafon
and Caufe of fuch Contradition ; by which
means they may unexpeedly difcover fome
Truths. For Cofingpolite fays in the Epi-
logue of his Trearife s “Nols moveriy guod
alignando contraditloria in meis Trallatibus, mio-
#¢ Philofophorums sfitato, tibi occurrumt. N. B.
Oprss baz;r illisy, fi mtelligis,  Non ﬂjperftf?‘

| rofa

A L5
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vofa fine [pinis. And further in his Treatife
of Sulphur, Cap. de 3 ptincip. He fays: Nec
te moveats quod [Cripta contraria [ibi videan-
tur in aliguibus locis 5 ita enim opus efty ne ars
proderctuty : T antem clige ca, que cum Na-
tura conveniunt ; Accipe rofas, relingue [pinas. —
And in the fame manner our eminent French
Commentator has (probably) taken this re-
ply of the Stone for fuch an affumed Con-
tradiction, which he defigned to reconcile
by the Anfwer of Endosss. |

¥
* x
By Number 32. the German Original
fays : But as for me, I have an imperfelk
Bﬂdj s @ prre, Peﬂfffdﬁ?f, tinging, and cor=
ftant Spirit.— The French gives thefe Words
with fome Variation, viz. I have an imper-
fet Body, a fledfaft Sonl, a penctrating Tine
{ture.—Which, neverthelefs, 1s much to the
fame purpofe. Only this ought to be ad-
ded ; that there are two Editions extant
in the German Tongue, which differ from
the reft, and afcribe the Stone 2 perfeét Bo-
dy. But according to the firft Edition
rinted 1604, and others more, the Stone
it o, ")

Here
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Word ACHT which fignifies Eight, the
Tranflator has been led into the Miftake,
which the Commentator finds fault with.

Whether the French Commentator got
this grofs Error reétified from the Origi-

nal, or whether he thought proper t6 ex~

punge thofe dark and improper Words, and
infert others in their room, is not known ;
but it is certain, that if this laft be the
Cafe, a Philofopher, like himfelf, ‘has Au-
thority to do it ; cfpecially when he inti~
mates fuch his Intention, as the Commen-
tator has done ; who likewife, asa Mafters
has the Prerogative to teach the Dilciples
of Hermes, by what Words he thinks pro-~
per, from whence the Adercury of the Wife
1s to be taken. - |

JTis obfervable alfo, that this faid Com-
mentator faying : Jr is nor poffible 10 attain
to the Poffeffion of owr Mercury amy other
ways than by the means of two Bodies, where=
of one canmot receive its requifite. Perfettion
wirhout the other, has ordered this Paflage
in fuch a manner, that it agrees with the
Intention of the Original, altho’ the Words
are varieds |

By
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¥ %
*

By Number 35. the French Tranflation
fays : The (Univerfaly Medicine is thereforé
made ont of a T hing, which is the Water, and
the Spirit of the Body. But the German Ori-
ginal fays : Therefore a Medicine is made ont
of a Thing, which is the Water of the Body
and Spirit. —Which laft, however, contra-
dicts no ways the Senfe and Meaning of our
Commentator, who fays himfelf in his third
Key : Thar in the Wine of the Philofophers
Qvhich appears in form of Water) there are
three divers Subflances, and three natwral Prine
6iples of all Bodies, viz. Salty Sulphur, and
Mercury, which are the Spivity the Sonl, and
the Body.— And thus it may be faid, accord-
mg to the Senfe of the Original : Tha
T hing, ont of which the Medjcine is made, is
the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of
the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water,
who is the Male) and of the Spirit. (viz. of
the Body and Sprrit 5 for the Author him-
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited
place, as the Feminine.) And with this,
eompare what is faid by Number 37.

s Seét
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X X
x

By Number 38. the German Original
fays : When the Fight began, onr Stone IS-
SUED STRENGTH. —-But the French
fays : The Stonc difplayed ITS Force, and
ITS Valowr.— Which intimates, as if the
Stone had employed 4/ its Strength for to
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the
German gives to underftand, that the Stone
cmpl?_yed only fo much of its Strength as

requifite to conquer them.

This Paffage may be eompared with the

Annotation, which has been made about that
by Number 10.

X X
*

Laftlys Tt is worth obferving (and it ought
rather to have been mentioned firft of all,
“being it is on the Title Page, as likewife
afterwards mentioned by FEwdoxns in the
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger-
man Original fays : That the Stone of the
Philofophers is prepared by thofe who trace
Naturey, with the Affiffance of LT N.AR
VUOLCAN ; by which Lunar Fulcan (ac~
cording to what 1s faid by the afore-menti-

o ' oned
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pered by the Humidity proceeding from
Luna ; fors Algahel in Confil. Conj. de wa
Solis & Lune éys : 8ol (which by our Au-
thor is called Paulcan) eff fons totins caloris -
Luna antem domina Humidiratis, And Her-
mes {ays ¢ Humiditas eft ex dominio Lune -
pinguedo antem ex dominio Solis. For thar
Reafon fays Cofpncpolite : Calor intrinfécus mnl
to efficacior eft hoc igne elementaliy f2d tempe-
ratnr terrend agui, gue dz die in diem poros
serre penetrat illamgne refrigerat - Sic folems
celefien ¢ ejus calorem temperat aér, qui de
die in die circumvolar orbem.  And at ano-
ther place ; Sicuti Sol cemvalis habet [rerm
mare ¢ agnam crudam perceptibilens ; fic Sol
ceeleftis habet etiom finm mare i aguans [th-
tilem (5 inperceptibilem. — And thus for the
aforefaid Reafons, the Pulcan of the Phily-
Jophers muft be Lunar.

As to the French Tranflation of thefe
Words, they are quite otherways; for the
fame Tranflation calls it Lunatick Paleas,
It 1s not to be fuppofed that thefe Words

E 7

are given with any other meaning than what -

afore-mentioned ; for, Lunatick is in ano-
ther Senfe mad, and it cannot be {uppofed
that the Title of The War of the Kinights
would ingimate, that the Stone of the Phi-

| Feied lofophars
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Iofophers is to be prepared with the Affift-

ance of fuch a mad Pulcan. On the con-
trary, the Turba fays : Ne incendatis bal-

sewm Citrini ¢ ejus uxoris plurimmm, ne

- not fuifofe that the Tracers of Nature

- Regem & [nam uxorem & nolite eos combu-

yere nimio ‘igne. And therefore the Foun-
tain (which Berwhard Trevifan {peaks of )
in which the King bathes himfelf 1s fe-
cured by a threefold Fence.-~-In the Expo-
fition of the Epiftle, Solis ad Lunam, are
thefe Words : Ego Luna crefcens in lumine
Solari frigida ¢ bumiday quia fum mater hu-
oy & tn Soly calidus ¢ ficcusy qrod eff
principinm. gencrationis omninm, guando copr-
lati fuerimuns, 1. € Comjuniti. N. B. In A~
qualitate flarus, 1. €. in proportione & man-
Jfione. — Now fuch a Copulation as that can-
not be brought about by a mad Vulcan,
and therefore The War of the Knights could

had made ufe of the Affiftance of fuch Vio-
Yence, for to make the Stone of the Philo-
fophers. |
The Reafon why in the French Tran-
{lation is faid Lunatick Vulcan, proceeds
imbably from the Tranflators into Latin
having ‘made another Esror in this Paﬁageé
o | e - R
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and faid : Awxilio Vulcani Lunatici ; when
he fhould have faid, Anxilio Pulcani Luna-
ris 3 which Error, however, is not to be
irnputed to our eminent Commentator, who
was obliged to receive the Words as they
were given him ; and it is only in order to
clear our Learned Commentator from the
Sufpicion of-fuch an Error, that this An-
notation has been made thereupon. :



















