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76 my Worthy and Learned Friend, Dr. Walter Pope, Late Profuwr

of the Unierfity of ORford., '

S IR,

Know not what plealure you could take in beftowing your Commands

{o unprofirably, unlefs it be that for which Nature fometimes cherifhes
and allows Monfters, The Love of Varictv. This only delight you will re-
ceive by turning over this rude and unpolifh’d Copy, and comparing it
with my excellent Pagterns, the Greek and Latin. By this you will fee
how muth a noble Subjec is changed and disfigured by an ill Hand, and
what wealan Alewander had to forbid his Picture to be drawn but by fome
celebrated Pencil.  In Greek Thucydides {o well and (o lively exprefles it,
thac I know not which is more a Poem, his defcription, or that of Lax-
¢retins  Tho’ it muft be faid, that the Hifferian had a valt advantage o-
ver the Poer 3 He having been prefent on the place, and aflaulted by the
difeafc himfelf, had the Horvour familiarto his Eyes, and all.the (hapes
of the mifery ill remaining on his mind, which mult needs make a great
Impreffion on hisPen and Fangy. Whereas the Poes was forced to allow
his foot- fteps, and only workon that mateer he allow’d him, This I fpeaks,
becaufe it may in fome meafljre too excufe my own defects: For being fo
far removed from the place whereon the Difeafe adted this Tragedy ; and
time having denied us many of the Circumftances, Cuftems of the Coun-
try, and other fmall things which would be of great ufe to any one who
didintend-to-be-perfeét on-the-Subjett ; befides, only writing by an Zdewr
of that which I never yer faw, nor care to feel, ( being not of the humour
of the Painter in Sir Phslip Sidney, who thruft himfelf into the midft of 2 -
Fighe, that he might the berter delineare ic, ) Having, I fay, all thefe
Difadvantages, and many more, forwhich I muft only blame my falf, it
eannot be expeded that I iould come near equalling him,in whom none of
the contrary Advanages were wantings Thus then, Sir, by emboldening
me to this rath Ateempr, yotrhave given oppovtunity tothe Greek and La-
zin to triumph over our Mother-Tongue., Yer I would not have the Ho«
nour of the Countriesor Langudges engaged in the Compasifon, burt that
the inequality fhould reach no farther thanthe Authors: But I'have much
ecafon tofear the juft Indignation of that excellent Perfon, ( the prefent
Ornament and Honour of our Nation ) whafe way. of wricing I imicate : For
hie may think him{clf as much injured by my following him, aswere the
Heavens by that bold Man’s counterfeiting the facred an unimitable noife
of Thunder by the found of Brafs and \Horfes Hoofs. « I fhall oty fiy for
my-felf that I took Ciceroe’s Advice, who bids us in imitation propofe the
nobleft pattern to our Thonghts; for fo we-may be fure tobe raifed above
the common level, though we come infinitely fhort of what we aim ar. Yet
I hope that renowned Poet will have none of my Crimes any way refle@
ort himlelt ; for it was not any fault in the excellent Mufician, that the
weak Bird, endeavouring by fraining its Throat, to follow his Netes, de-

froy’d

e



| (2') |
firoy’d her fIf in the Attempt,  Well, Sir, by this, that I have chofen

rather to expofe my feif than to be difobedicnt, you may guoels with what
zeal andihazard ' ftrive to approve my [CIf,

SIR, Tour moff humble aud Affeitionate Servant, THO., SPRA T

....Ea;
<

- T R T
As it is excellently Tranflaced by Mr. HO B B 3.

I N the very beginning of Summmer, the Peloponnelians, and their Con
deraces, with two thirds of their Forces,as before invaded Attica, under
the Condut? of Archidamus, t/e Son of Zeuxidamas, King of Laczdemon,
and after they had encamped themfelves, wafled the Country about them.
Tlrey Fead not been many days in Attica, when the Plague firff began a-
mong the Athenians, faid alfo to have feized formerly on divers other
parts, as about Lemnos, and ellewhere ; but o great a Plague, and Mor-
#ality of Men was never remembred to have hapned in any place before.
For at firfl, weither were the Pioyficians able to cure it, through igne-
rance of what it was, byt died Jafteft themfelves, as being the Men that
moft approached the Sick ; mor any other Art of Man availed what foever.
All Supplications to the Gods. and enquiries of Oracles, and whatfoever
other means they nfed of that kind proved all unprofirable 5 infomuch as
febdued wirk the greatuefs of the evil, they gave them wll over, It be-
gan (byreport ) finft, iu that pare of Achiopia that lieth upon HEgypt,
and thence fell down into Egypt and Afvick, and into the greateft pare
of the Territories of the King. It invaded Athzgs.on a fudden, and
rouched firft upon thofe that dwelt in Pyreus, infimuch as they reported,
#hat the Peloponnclians had «Af} Poifon into their Wells ; for Springs
there werenot any in thut place. But afterwardsit cameup into the high
City, and then they died a great deal faffer. Now let every Man, Phyfi-
€1an or other, concerning the ground of this Sicknefi, whence it [prang,
and what canfes be t hinks able to produce fo great an alteration, [peak ac-
COrding to bis own knowledge 5 for my own pare, I will delier but thé
manner of it, and lay open only fuch things, asonemay take his Mark by,
20 difcover the fame if it come again, having been doth fick of it my jelf,
and feen others fick of the fame, This Year by confeffion of all Men was
9/ all other, for other Difeafss moft free and healthful.  If any Mau were
Jick before, his Difeafe turned to this ; if noz, yet fuddenly, withaur any
Apparent caufe preceding, and being in perfeit health. they were taken
ﬁ"ﬁ Wizl an extream ache in their Heads, red:xeﬁ and inflamation of
the Eyes ; and then inwardly their Throats and Tongues grew pre-
Jenely bloody, and theip breath noifom mud. wifavoury. Upon this followed
‘ifiﬂ'ﬁﬁfﬂg and toarfenefs, and not lome after, the pain, together with s
ﬁ’:g‘;-'-‘-'j Cough, came down intothe Breaft, And when once it was Jetled
'Wt'?@# Stamach), it caufed Fomity and with gress Torment come up ail
& £ mana
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manper of bilious purgation that the Phyficians ewer named, Mot off
them had aljo the Hickyexe, which brought with it & firong Convalfieny,
- and in fome ceafed quickly, but in others was long before it gave overs,
Tiseir Bodics outwardly to the touch, were neither wery hot nor pale, bus:
reddifb, livid, and beflowred with little Pimples and Whelks; but f6i
barncd inwardly, as not to endure any the lighteft cloaths or linen gap--
ment to be upon them, nor any thing but meer nakednefs, but rather %ot
willingly to havecaft themfelves into the cold Water. And many of bhemn
that were not looked to, poffefledwith infatiate thirft, ran unto the Wells ;;
and todrink muchor little, was indifferent, being fill from eafe and pow-.
ér to fleep as far as ever, Mslong as the Difeafe was at the beight, theirr
Bodies wafled not, but refiffed the Torment beyond all expeffation, info.-
snuch as the moft of them either died of their inward burning in nine opr
Jewen days, whilft they bad yet firength s or if they efeapedthat then the:
Difeafc falling down iito their Belios, andcanfing there great exnlceras
tions and immoderate loofenefs, they dyed many of them afterwards thro''
Weaknefs: Forthe Difeafe (which took firft the Head) began above, and!
came down, and paffed through the whole Body: and be that overcame:
the worft of it,was yet marked with the lofi of hisedtream paris;for break--
ing out both at their privy Members, and at their Fingers and Toes, ma.
wy with the lofs of thefe sefcaped. There weve alfo fome that loft their:
Eyes, and many that prefently uport their reiovery were taken with fuch)
an oblivion of all things wlhatfoever, asthey neither knew themfelves noy:
their Acquaintance, For this was a .Eimiy of Sicknefs which far fur-.
mountsd all Expreffion of Wards, and both excéeded Humane Nature is% |
tke cruelty whevewith it bandled each one, and appeared alfo otherwife to)
be none of thofe Difeafes that are bred amongft us, and that efpecrally by
this: For al, both Birds and Beafts, that ufe to feed on Humane Flefh,
though many Men lay abroad unburied, either came not at them, or taffe-
ing Persffed, An Argument whereof as touching the Birds, is the manis
feft defet of fuch Fowl, which were nof then feen, néither about the Car-
saffes, or any where elfe; but by the Dogs, becaufe they are familiar with |
Men, this Effe® was [esnr much clearer. So that this Difeafe ( to pafs |
ower many firange Particulars of the Accidents that fome had differently |
from others ) was in geneval fuch as I have fbewn ; and for other ufusl
Sickneffes at that time, no Man was troubled with any. Now they dyed
Jowme for want of Attendance, andfome again with all the Care and Phy- .
iek that couldbe ufed. Norwasthere any, to [ay, certain Medicine, that
applicd, must bave belped them ; for if it did good to one, it didbarm
to another ; nor sny difference of Body for ffrength or weaknefs that was
able to refist iv ; but it carried all away what Phyfick [oever was adwmini-
fired. But thegreatest mifery of allwas the dejelFion of Mindin fach as
Jound themfelves beginning to be fick ( for they grew prefently defperate,
and gave themfelves over without any refiftance,) as alfo their dying
thaw like Sheep, infefied by murual wifitation : For if Men forboretovifs
' thern
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them for fear, thon they died far!urn.smérrcéy many Families became em-
?ty, for want of fuch as fhould take care of them. If they forbore nat then
they diedthemfelves, and principally the honestest Men : For out of [Pawie
they would not Jpare themfelues, but went in untotheir Friends, efpecially
after it was come to that paf, that even their Dometicks, wearsed with
the Lamentations of them that died, and overcome with the greatnefi of
the Calamity, were no longer moved therewith, But thofz that were re-
eovered, had guch Compalffion both ox them that, dyed, and on them that
lay fick, as havving both knows the Mifery themfelves, and nonenow more
Jubjelt to the like danger : For this Difeafe never took any Man the fecond
vime [0 as to bgmortal.  _And thefe Men were both by others counted hap-
2)> and they alfo themfelves, through excefs of prejent joy, conceived a kind
of light hope never to die of any other Sicknefi bereafter.  Befides the pre-
fent Affliition, the veception of the Country People, and of their Subffance
gnto the City, oppreffed bath them, and much more the People themfelves
that focame in, For having o Houfes, but dwelling at that time of the
year in [lifling Booths, the Mortality was now withaut all: Form ;5 and dy-
ing Men lay tumbling one upon another sn the Streets, and Men half dead
&bout every Coudurt through defire of Water. The Temples alfo where
they dwelt in Tents were all full of the dead that died within them ; for
opprefled with the violence of the Calamity and not knowing what to.da,
Men grew carelefs, both of Holy and Prophane things alike. Andthe Laws
which they formerly ufed togehing Funerals, were all now braken, every.
ene burying where he could iy room, And many for want of things neceffary
afeer fo many deaths before, Wi forced to become impudent in the Fanerals
of theirFriends.Forwhen one had mada a FaneralPile,another getting bofore.
him,would throw on bis dead and give it fire. And when one w.as in burning,
&rother would come and having caft thereon bim whom be carvied, go bis
way again,  And-the great licentionfuefi, which alfo in other kinds wae.
ufed in the City, began at firft from this Difeafe. For that which & Man
 Before would diffemble, and mot acknowledze ro be done for voluptuoufnef?,.
Bz durft wow do freely, [eeing before bis eyes fuch quick revolution, of the
Rich dying, and Men worthnothing inheriting their Eflates 5 infomuch es
they juftfied a [peedy fruition of their Goads,even for their plealure,asmen
that thought they held their Lives but by the day. As for pains, no man
was forwayd in any aiFion of Hononr, to take any, becaufe they thoughe it
gncertain whetber they fPould dieor not before they atchieved s, But whar
&ny man knew to-be delightful; and to be profitable to pleafure, that was
made both profitable and honourable. Neither the fear of the Gods, nor
Laws of men, aped any man. Not the former, bscaufe they coneluded it
was alike to worfbip or not worfbip, from feeing that alike they all perifi-
&4 3. Nor thelatter, becaufe no man expelfedthat his Life woaldlaft till he.
‘wecerved punifbment of bis Crimes by Tudgment, But they thought there,
a5 now over their heads fome far grester Fudgment decresd againf} them s,

before which fell, they thoughe to enjoy fome lieple pace of their Lives.,
- - SN Ay i3
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«The szgz.:;_ of ATHEN S.

I, Nhappy Man ! by Nature made to fway,
Ancr et is every Creatures prey,

Deftroy’d by thofe that fhould his power obey,

Of thewhole World we call Mankind che Lords,
Flatt’ring our felves with mighty Words;

. Of all things we the Monarchs are,
And fo we rule, and fo we dominner;
’ All Creatures clfe about us ffand

Like fome Pratorian Band,

To guard, to help, and to defend ;

Yet they fometimes prove Enecmies,
Sometimes againft us rife; :
Our very Guards rebel, and tyrannize,
Thoufand Difeafes fent by Fate,
( Unhappy Servants ) OR tIs wai ;
A thoufand Treacheries ithin
Are laid weak Life rcﬁ; :
Huge Trxoops of Malad¥es without,
( A grim, a meagre,, and a dreadful rout - )
Some formal Sieges make, N
And with fure flownefs do our Bodies take,
Some with quick violence form the Town,
And all in 2 moment down :
Some one peculiar Forr affail,
Some by general Artemprs prevail.
Small Herbs, alas, can on y us relieve,
And fmall is the Afitance they can give,
How can the fading Oﬂlspr-i-ng of the Field
| Sure health and. ficcour yied 2
What ftrong and certain remedy 2
What firm and'lafting Life can ours be 3~ _ :
When that which makesus live doth cv’ry Winter dic?
2, Nox is this all, we do notonly breed |
- Within our felyesithe fatal Seed OF
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Of changeand ofdecreafe inev’ry ﬁrt,. e gt
Head, Belly, Stomach, and root of Life the Hearr,
Not only have our ifu:um when we mult
Of our own Nature turn to Duft,
When Leaves and Fruit muft fafi s
But are exposd to mighty Tempelts too,
Which do at once what they would {lowly do,
Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Life wichal.
From ruin we in vain
Our Bodies by repair maintain,
Bodies composd of Stuff,
. Mouldring and frail enough 5
Yet from without as fhell we fear
A dangerous and deftructive War.
From Heaven, from Earth,from Sea, from Air.
We like the Roman Empive fhoul decay,
And our own Force would melt away
By the inteftine Jar
Of Elephants, which on each other prey,
The Cefars and the Pompeys which within we bear ;
Yet are (like that ) in danger too
Of foreign Armies, and external Foe,
Sometimes the Gorbifb and the barbarous rage
Of Plague or Peftilence attends Man’s Age
“%hich neither Forcenor Arts Aflwage;
Which cannot be avoided or withftood,
But drowns and over-runs with unexpe&ed Flood.
31; On Ethiopia, and the Southern Sands
he unfrequented Coalfts, and parched i.:mds,
Whither the Sun too kind a heat doth fend,
( The Sun, which the worft Neighbour is, and the beft
Hither a mortal influence came, Friend)
A fatal and unhappy Flame,
~ Kindled by Heavens angry Beam.
With dreadful Frowns, the Heavens fcattered here
Cruel infectious heats into the Air,

A 4 ; Now
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Now, all the ftores of Poyfon fent;
*" " Threatning at once a general doom, 2
Lavifb’d out all their hate, and meant
In future Ages to be innocent,
Not to difturb the Word for many years to come.
" Hold! Heavenshold ! why fhould your facred,
Whichdothtoall things Life infpire,  (Fire,
By whofe kind Beamsyou bring” iF
Each year on every thing, = -
A new and glorious Spring,
Which doth'th® Original Seed
Of all things in the Womb of Earth that breed,
With vital heat and quick’ning feed;
Why fhould you now that here employ,
The Earth, the Air, the Fields, the Cities to a:;mc?zr 2 .
Thatwhich it before rcviv’d,wﬁy thould it now deftroy 2.
4. Thofe Africk Defarts {trait were double Defarts
- TheRav’nous Bealts were left alone, (grown,
The rav’nous Beafts then firft began
'Fo pity their old Enemy Man, |
‘And blam’d the Plague for what they would themfelves
" Nor ftaid the cruelevil there,  (havédone,
Nor could be long confin’d unto one Air, ’
Plagues prefently forfake
The Wildernefs which they themfelves do make
Away the deadly breaths theiralaui:ncy take,
. Driven by a mighty Wind,
1 hey a new Booty and frefh Forrage find,
~ The loaded Wind went fwiftlyon,
And as it paft, was heard to figh and groan.
On Egypt next it feiz'd, piik
WNor could but by a general Ruin be appeasd.
- Egype in rage back onthe South did look
And woridred thence fhould come theunhappy ftroke
From whence before her fruitfulnefsthetook. =
: Egypt did now cucfe and revile |
T hofe very Lands from whence fhe has her Nif; 5
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 Egypt now fear'd another Hebrew God, -
‘Another Angel’s Hand, a fecond Aaren’s Rod.
5. Then on it goes, and through the facred Land
© Itsangry Forces did command ; ’
But God did place an Angel there,
Its violence to withf{tand,
And turn into another Road the putrid Air.,
To Tyreit came, and theredid all devour.,,
Though that by Seas might think it felf fecute:
Nor ftaid as the great Conquerors did,
Till it had fill'd and {topp’d the Tide,
Which did it from the thore divide; -
But paft the waters, and did all pofifs, |
: And quickly all was Wildernefs.
Thence it did Perfia over-run,
And allchat facrifice ynto the Sun
In evety Limb a dreadful pain they felr,
Tortur'd with fecret Coals did mele;
The Perfians call'd their Sun invain,
Their God incteas’d the pain.
"Fhey look’d up to their God no more.
But curfe the beams they worfhipped before,
And hate the very fire which once they did adoges
6. Glutted witﬁ ruin on the Eaft, i
She took her wings and down to Athens palt;
W _Elﬂ Plague! which deoft no partigstake,
3ut Greeeey as well as Perfia fack.
( Like Frogs and Mice ) each other {lay;
Thou in thy ravenous Claws took'{t both away.
Thither it came and-did deltroy the Town,
Wyt ald his Ships and Soldiers look’d upon;
And now the Afian Plague did more -
Than all the 4fian Force cowd do before.
Without the Walls the Spartan Asmy fate,
The Spartan Army cametoo late;
Eor now there was pafarcher work for Fare,

o B
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‘They faw the City open lay,
An cafie and a bontll::fs prey ;
They faw the Rampires empty ftand,
The Fleet, the Walls, the Forts unmann’d
No need of cruelty or Slaughters now,
The Plague had finift'd what they cametodo :
They might now unrefifted enter there, |
Did they not the very Air,
More than th’ Atbenians fear. '
The Air it felf to them was Wall and Bulwarks too.
7. Unhappy Atbens ! it is true thou wert
The proudeft work of Nature and of Art :
Learning and ftrength did thee compofe,
As-Soul and Boﬁy us:
But yet thou only thence art made
A noble nobler Prey for Fates ¢ invade.
Thofe mighty numbersthat within the breath
Do only ferve to make a fatter feaft for Deach.
Death in the moft frequented placeslives,
Moft tribute from the Crowd receives
And though it bears a figh, and feems to own
A ruigﬁck Life alone,
- It loves no Wildernefs,

No fcatter’d Villages, ~ ,
But miﬁhty populous Palaces,
The Throng, the Tumult, and the Town ;

What ftrange unheard of Conqueror is this,
Which by the Forces that refift it doth increafe !
When other Conquerors are
Oblig'd to make a flower War,
Nay fometimes for themf{tlves may fear,
And muft proceed with watchful care.
When thicker Troops of Enemies appear ;
This ftrenger ftill, and more fuccefsful grows,
Down fooner all before it throws,
If greater multitudes of Men do it oppofe.

8. Thé:
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8. The Tyrant firft the Heaven did fubdue,
Lately the A#hentans ( it kiiew )
Themfelves by wooden Wallsdid fave,
And therefore firft to them the Infetion gave,
Left they new fuccour thence receive.
Cruel Pyreus ! now thou haft undone,
| The Honour thou before had{t won -
Not all thy Merehandize.
Thy Wealth thy Treafuries,
. Which from all Coafts thy Fleet fupplies;
Can to attone this Crime fuffice.
Next o’cer the upper Town it {préad,
With mad and undifcerned {pecd,
In every corner, every {treee,
Witheut a guide did fet its feer,
And too familiar every houfe did greer,
Unhappy Greece of Greece ! great Thefens now
Did thee a2 mortal injury do,
When firft in Walls he did thee clofe,
. When firft he did the Cities reduce,
« Houfes, and Government, and Laws to ufe.
It had been better if thy People ftill
Difperfed in fomeFleld or Hill,
Though falvage and undifciplin’d did dwell,
Though barbarous untame and rude,
‘Than by their Numbers thus to be fubdu’d ;
- Tobe by their own {warms annoy’d,
And to be civiliz’d only to be deftroyd. '
9. Minerva {tarted when fhe heard the noift,
And dying Mens confufed voice.
From Heaven in hafte fhe came to fee
What was the mighty prodige
Upon the Caftle Pinacles fhe fate,
: ‘And dar’d not nearer flie,
Wor midft fomany deaths to truft her very Deity.
With pitying look fhe faw at every gate
Death and Deftru&ion Wall 3

She
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She wrong her hands and call’d on Foge:
And all t[i‘c immortal Powers above::t i
But though a Goddefs now did pray,
The Heavens refusd, and turn’d their Ear away,
he brought her Oliveand her Shield, =
Neither of thefe alafs! affiftance yield R
She lookt upon Medufa’s Face
Was angry that fhe was |
Her felf of an immortal Race,
Was angry that her Gorgon’s Head
Could not ftrike her as well as others dead ;
She fateand wepta while,and then away fhe fled.
- 10. Now dcath began her Sword to whet,
Not all the Cyelops fweat,
Wor Vulean's mighty Anvils could prepare
Weapons enough for her, :
No Weapon large enough but all the Air ;
Men felt the heat within ’em rage,
And hop’d the Air did it affwage,
Call'd for its help but th* Air did them deceive,
And agg{__:vasﬂ the ils it fhould relieve.
53 he Air no more was Vital now,
But did a mortal Poifon grow ;’
The Lungs which uvs’ to fan the Heart,
Only now ferv'd to fireeach part,
W hat thould refrefh,increas’d the fmart.
And now their very breath,
"Fhe chiefeft fign of life, turn’d the caufe of death..
£1. Upon t%n‘: Head firft the difeafe,
As a bold Conqueror doth feize,
Begins with Man’ Metropolis,
Securd the Capitol, and then it knew
!t cou’d at pleafure weaker parts fubdue.
Blood ftarted through each eye;
The rednefs of thatSkie,
Forerold a Tempeft nigh,

O
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The Tongue did flow all d’er
With clotted filch and gore s
As dotha Lion’s, when fome innocent prey
He hath devour’d and brought away :
Hoarfenefs and foresthe throat did fill;
And ftopt the Paffages of fpecch and life;
No room was left for groans or grief';
Too cruel and imperiousill I
Which not content tokill, =
~ With Tyrannous and dreadful pain,
Dolt take from Men the very power to complain)
- 12. Then dowri it went into the very breaft;
There all the feats and fhops of life poflefs'd,
- Such noifom fmells from thence did come,
Asif the Stomach werea Tomb 5
* No food would there abide,
~Or if it did, turn’d to the Enemies fide;

The very Meat new Poyfons to the Plague fupply'd;

i Next to the Hear the fires catne
The Heart did wonder what ufutping ﬂ’amc,
What unknown furnace thowd
On its more natural heat intrude,
Stait call’d its Spirits up but found too well,
It was too late now to rebel,
The tainted Blood its courfe began;
And carried dcath where e'er it ran,
That which before was Nature’s nobleft Art,
The Circulation from the Heart,
Was moft deftructful now,
And nature fpeedier did undo,
For that the fooner did impart
.~ _The Poyfon and the fmart,
The infe&ious Blood to every diftant part;
13. The Belly fele ac laft its Share,
 And all the fubtile Labyrints there
Of winding Bowels did new Monfters beat:

=y
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Here feven daysicrul'd and fway'd, -
‘And oftner kill’d becaufe it death lolong delay’d.
| But if through ftrength and heat of Age,
T'he Body overcame its rage,
The Plague departed as Devil doth,
When driven by Prayers away he gocth,
It Prayers and Heaven do him controul,
And if it cannot have the Soul,
Him(elf out of the roof or window throws,
And will not all his labour lofe.
But takes away with him par.of the Houfe -
So'herethe vanquifh'd evil took from them
Whoconquer’d it fome part,fome Limb;
- Some loft the ufe of Handsor E 0853450
Some Arms, fome Legs, fome highs,
Some all their lives before forgort,
Their minds were butone darker blot g
“Thofe various Pictures in the Head, -
~ And allthe numerous fhapes were fled ;
And now the ranfack'd memory =~ -
Languifl’d in nacked poverty,
Had loft its mighty treafury; - |
They palsd the Lethe Lake, although they did not.die.
14. Whatever lefler:Maladies Men had,
They all gave place aud vanifhed :
Thofe pretey T'yrants fled, PSSt
And at this miglgty Conqueror thrunktheir head. = -
Fevers, Agues Palfies; Stong, .
Gout, Cholick and Confumption,
And all the milder Generation,
By which Mankiad is by degreesundone,
Quickly were rooted out andgones .
Men faw themfelves freed from the paii,
Rejoycd, butall, alas, in vain. | - 3
* “T'wasan unhappy Remedy; - (die
Which cur'd ’em that they might bath-worfe and fooner

1.
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15. Phyficians now could not prevail,
'they the firft fpoils to the proud Viétor fall,
Nor would the Plague their knowledge truft,
But fear’d their skill, and therefore flew them firft :
So Tyrants when they would confirm their yoke,
Firft make the chiefeft Men to feel the ftroke
The chiefeft and the wifeft heads left they
Should fooneft difobey,
Should firft rebel, and others learn from themthe way:
- No aid of herbs or juicespower.
B e B the i o devout
But help’a the Plague the ter to devour,
Phyfick it felf wasa di?;fg.: a1l ]
Phyfick the fatal Torturesdid increafe,
Prefcriptions did the pains renew,
And c£fculapias to the Sick did come,
As afterwardsto Roms, - = - 411\ o
In form of Serpent, brought new Poifons with him too;
16. The Streams did wonder that fo foon i

As they were from their native Mountains gone,

- They faw themfelvesdrunk up, and fear =
Anether Xerxe’s Army near. iAW
Some caft into the Pit the Uen,

Anddrink ic dry at its return :
Again they drew, again they drank

‘At firft the coolnefs of the fiream did thank,

But ftrait the more were fcorch’d the more did burn:
And drunk with water in their drinking fank :
T hat Uen which now to.quench their thirft they
Shortly theirafhes fhall inclofe. L (ufe,
Orthers into the Chryftal Brook, =
With faintand wondring eyes did look,

~ Saw what a ghaitly fhape chemfclves had took,

Away they would have fled;butthemtheir Legs forfook.
Some fnatc’d the Waterd up,.

- Fheir hands; their mouths the cup ;

They
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They drunk, and found they lam’d the mote
‘And only added to the burning ftore.
So have 1l {een on lime cold water thrown,
Strait all was to a ferment grown,
And hidden Seeds of Fire together run :
The heap was calm and temperate before,
Such s the Finger could indure ;
| But when the moiftures it provoke,
Did rage, did fwell, did fmoke, | S
Did move and flame,and burnjand ftrait toathes broke:
17. So ftrong the heaty fo {trong the torments were:,
They like fome mighty burthen bear -
The lighteft covering of Air.
‘All Sexes and all Ages do invade .
The bounds which Nature laid, 4
The Laws of modelty which Nature made;
The Virgins bluth not, yet uncloath’d appear;
tlndrefs’d do run about yet never fear.
The Pain and the Difeafe did now
l.lnwillin%{liy reduce me to
T'hat nakednefs once more, i o
Which perfe&t Health and Innocence causd befote;
‘R]o {leep,- no peace, no reft,
Their wandring and affrighted minds poffefst ;
Upon their Souls and Eyes;
Hell and eternal horror lies;
Unufual Shapes and Images;
. Dark PiGturesand Refemblances
Of things tocome, and of the World below;
~ Oer their diftemper’d fancies go : I
Sometimes they curfe, fometimes they pray untd
The Gods above; the Gods beneath ;'
Sometimes they cruelties, and futy breath,
Not fleep, but waking now was fifter unto death!
. 18. Scatter'd in Field the Bodies lay,
The Earth calkd ro the Fowls to take their flefh away.

1
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i vain fhe call'd, they came not nigh
Nor would their Food with their own Ruin buy
But at full meals they hunger, pine and die,
The Vultutes afar off did iee the Feaft,
Rejoycd, and call’d their Eriends to talte;
They rallied up their Troops in hafte ;
Along came mighty droves, -
Forfook their young ones, and their groves,
Each one his native Mountain and his Neft 5
They come; but all their Carcafles abhor,
And now avoid the dead Men more
T han weaker Birds did living Men before:
But if fome bolder Fowls the flefh aflay,
They were deftroy’d by their own ptrey.
‘The Dog no longer bark’d at coming Gueft,
Repents its being a domeftick Beaft,
Did to the Woods and Mountains hafte
The very Owlsat Athens are
But feldom feen and rare,
~ The Owlds depart in open day,
Rather than infe&ted Pvy more to {tay. \
19. Mounrains of Bones and Careafles,
The Streets the Market-place pofiefs,
Threatning to raife a new Acropols.
Here lies a Mother and her Child,
" The Infant fuck’d as yet and fmil'd,
But ftreight by its own food was kill'd
There Parents hugg'd their Children laft,
Here parting Lovers laft embrac’d,
But yet not parting neither,
They both expird and went away together.
Here Prifoners in the Dungeon diey
And gain a two-fold Liberty,
They meet and thank their pains
W hich them from double chains
Of Body and of Iron free.

B Here
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Here others poyfor’d by the fent
\Which trom' corrupted Bodies went,
Quickly return the death they did receive,
And death to others give ;
Themfelves now dead the Air pollute the more,
For which they others curs’d before,
Their Bodies kill all that come near,
And even after Death they all are Murtherers here.
20. The Friend doth hear his Friends laft Cries.
Parteth his grief for him, and dies,
Lives not enough to clofe his Eyes,
The Father at his death :
Spcaks his Son Hefr with an infetious Breath s
In the fame Hour the Son doth take
His Father’s Will, and his own make.
The Servant need not here be {lain,
To ferve his Mafter in the other World again ;
They languifhing together lie,
Their Souls away together fly 5
The Husband galpeth and his Wife lies by,
It muft be her turn next to die,
| The Husband and the Wife
Too truly now are one, and live one life, |
That Couple which the Gods did entertain, |
Had made their Prayer here in vain |
a No Fates in Death couln then divide,  (dy’(d
They muft without their Privilege together both hayy
21. There was no number now of death, ||
The Sifters fcarce ftood ftill themfelves to breath
The Sifters now quite wearied
In cutting f{ingle T'hread,
Began at once to part whole Looms,
One {trokedid give whole Houfes dooms;
Now dy’d the frofty hairs,
The aged and decripid years,
They fell and only begg'd of Fate,
Some few Months more, but’twasalas too ]eui.‘:*:rI |
1e2!
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Then Death as if atham’d of that
A Conquelt fo degenerate,
Cut off the young and lulty too;
T he young were reckoning o’er
What happy days, what Joys they had in flore ;
But Fate c'er they had finiflvd their Account, them f{lew
The wretched Ulurer died,
And had no time to tell where he his Treafures hid :
The Merchant did behold
His Ships return with Spice and Gold ;
*f He faw’t and turn’d afide his head
Nor thank'd the Gods, but fell amidft his Riches dead.
22. The Meetings and Affemblies ceale, no more
The People throng about the Orator,
No courfe of Juftice did appear,
No noife of Lawyers fill'd the Ear,
The Senate calt away
The Robe of Honour, and obey
Deaths more refiftlefs fway,
Whilft that with Dictatorian power
Doth all the great and lefler Officers devour.
No Magiltrates did walk about ;
No Purple aw’d the Rout,
The Common People too
A Purple of theirown did fhew ;
And all their Bodies o’er
The ruling Colours bore
No Judge, no Legiflatours fit
Since this new Draco came,
And harfher Lawsdid frame, *,
Laws that like his in Blood are writ.
The Benches and the pleading-place they leave,
About the Streets they run and rave:
The madnels which great Solon did of late
But counterfeit
For the Advantage of the State,
Now his Succeffors do too truly imitate,
' B2 23, Up
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2.3. Up [tarts the Soldicr from his bed,
He though Dcath’s Servant is not freed
Death him cafhier'd, caufe now his help fhe did not need,
He that ne’er knew before to yield,
Or to give back or leave the Field,
Would fain now from h1mfei‘fhave Hcd
He fnatch'd his Sword now rufted o’ er,
Dreadful and fparkling now no more,
And thus in open ftreets did roar ;
How have I, Death, {oill deferv'd afthce,
That now thy {zIf thou thouldit revenge on me }
Have I fo many Lives on thee beftow'd ?
Have I the Earth {o often dy’d in Blood ?
Have I to flatter thee fo many flain 2
And mult I now thy Prey remain 2
Let me at Jeaft, if I muft die,
Meer in the Fu:ld fome gallant Enem}r
Send Gods the Perfian Troop again.
No, they're a bafe and degenerate train ;
They by our Women may be flain,
Give me great Heavens, fome manful Foes,
Let me my Death amid(t fome valiant Grecians chufe,
Lec me furvive to die at Syracufe,
Where my dear Country fhall her Glory lofe
For you, great Gods! into my dying mind infufe,
What mileries, what doom
Mnft on my Athens (hortly come :
My throvghts infpir’d prefage
/ Slanghters and Battels to the coming Age ;
Oh mighe I die upon that glorious Stage :
Oh that ! but then he grafp'd his Sword, and Death concludes his Ragee
24. Draw back, draw back thj' Sword, O E'ate ! |
Left thou repent when ’tis too late,
Left by thy making now fo great a wafle, |
By fpending all Mankind vpon one feaft,
Thou Starve thy felf ac laft :
What Men wilt t’ﬁou referve in ftore,
Whom in the time to come thou may’ft devour, _
When thou fhalt have deftroyed all before? |
Bat if thou wilc not yet give o'er, |
If yet thy greedy Stomach galls for more,
If more remain whom thou muft kill,
And if thy Jaws are craving flill,
Carry thy fary to the Sytbian Coafls, .
Thc Northern W :idﬂrnﬁﬁ, and cternal Frofts!
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Go, and unpeople all thofe mighty Lands,
Deftroy with unrclenting Hands ;
Go, and the Spawiards Sword prevent ;
Go, make the Spaniard innocent ;
Go, and root out all Mankind there,
That when the Europian Armics (hall appear,
Their 8in may be the lefs,
They may find all a Wildernefs,
And without blood the gold and filver there poflefs,
26. Nor is this all which we thee grant ;
Rather than thou fhouldit full employment wage,
We do permit in Greece thy Kingdom plant,
Ranfack Lycurgus Streets throughout,
They’ve no defence of Walls to keep thee out,
On wanton and proud Cerinth feize,
Not lct her double waves thy flames appeafe,
Let Cyprus feel more fires than thofe of Love :
Let Delos which at firft did give the Sun
Sec unknown flames in her begun,
Now let her with the might unconftant move,
And from her place might truly prove :
Let Lemnos all thy anger feel,
And think that a new Pulcan fell,
And brought with him new Anvils, and new Hell,
Nay, at Athens oo we give thee up,
All that thou find'tt in Field, or Camp, or Shop,
Make havock there without controul
Of every ignorant and common Soul.
But then, kind Plague, -thy Conquefts ftop ;
Let Arts, and let the Learned there efcape,
Upon Minerva’s {cIf commit no Rape ;
Touch not the facred throng,
And let Apolos Priefts be ( like him ) young,
Let him be healchtul too, and frong.
But ah ! too ravenous Plague, whilft I
Strive to keep off the mifery,
The Learned too as faft as others round me die ;
They from Corruption are not free,
Are mortal though they give an immorrality,
27. They tarn’d their Authors o'er to try
What help, what Cure, what remed v
All Nature’s ftores againit this Plage fupply, -~
And though befids they (hua'd ic every where,

They fearch'd it in their Books,and fain would mzct it thare.

They turn'd the Records of the ancient times ;
Aad chiefly chole that were made famous by their Crimes ;

To
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To find if Men were punifh’d fo before,
But found not the difeafe nor cure,
Nature, alas! was now furpriz'd
And all her Forces feiz’d,
Before (he was how to refilt advis’d:
So when the Elephants did firft affrighe
The Romans with unufual fight,
They many Batrels lofe,
Before they knew their Foes,
Before they underitood fuch dreadful Troops t'oppofe,
28, Now ev’ry different Se agrees
Againft their common adverfary the difeafe,
And all their little wranglings ceafe ;
The Pythagorean; from their Precepts {werve,
' No more their filence they obferve,
Out of their Schools they run,
Lament, and cry, and groan;
They now defir'd their Metempfycofis ;
Not only to difpute, but wifh
That they might turn to beafls, or Fowls, or Fifh,
If the Platonicks had been here,
They would have curs’d their Mafters year,
When all things fhall be as they were,
When they again the fame Difeafe thould bear 3
And all the Philofophers would now,
What the great Stagyrite (hall do,
Themfelves into the waters headlong throw,
29. The Sroick felc the deadly firoke,
At firlt affaulc their Courage was not broke,
They call'd to all the Cobweb aid,
Of Rules and Precepts which in flore they had ;
They bid their Hearts ftand out,
Bid them be calm and ftour, _
But all the ftregth of Precepts will not do.
They caan’t the forms of Paffions now afluage.
As common Men are angry, grieve and rage,
The Gods are ¢all’d upon in vain,
The Gods gave no releafc unco their pain,
The Gods ro fear even for chemf{elves began,
For now the fick unto the Teroples came,
And brought more than an holy flame,
There ar the Alrars made their Prayer,
They facrific’d and died there,
A Sacrifice not feen before 4
That Heaven, only vs’d unte the gore












