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THE

PREFACE

Feer fo much Learned
ZA Pains has been taken
by fo many,on a Subjeit,which
has fo little need of it,if men
were not firangely umwilling to
be undecerved ; I thought the
moSt proper Method would be
to expofe the Nonfenfe of A=
theifm o évery common Ca=
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The Preface.

pacity, And perbaps the:ﬂ:—i
cal and Prophane Men havel
had too much honour done them
i being treated as Men of
Parts and Lmrn:ng, and dif-
courfed withal in Mode anal
Figure, and tedions Difpute,

as if they bad any thing tu
offer, which could deferve u

[tritt and formal ‘Debate,

- My prefent BufinefS is with
the Contraditlions and Abfur=
dities of Athei{m, not with
the Milchiefs of Irreli-

g mon which are vifible in
every days Expmmce As there
never was Jo great contempt o)

all




The Preface.
“all Religion in this Nation as
at prefent ;  fo there never
were [uch evident and borrid
Effetls of the Prophanation of
all things Sacred, fuch falfbood
in 1 rade, fuch publick Bribery,
fuch dangerons Treachery and
‘UnfaithfulnefS in all kinds of
Trust, nor were there ever [0
many Impeachments and Bills
of Divorce, as of late years.
T he Reformation of thofe
Crimes, which are the wuna=
vofdable Confequences of Irre=
ligion, require the united Wif=
a’gm and Courage and Authority
of a Parliament. But if Phi~
| lofophers



The Preface.

lofophers may be allowed of
Conncil against Atheifm ; o
- Athens, where ‘Pb:lo/opbj
moSt ﬂanrz/ﬁed Atheifls were:

punifbed with Death , and!
Mr Hobbes himfelf would!
bave them banifbed. But if°
thefe ~Ndethods be thought
too fevere ( tho what can be
too fevere againt the Enemies
of God and all Mankind? ))
the next Expedieﬂt Perkapf'
may be to order them a Fools=
coat, as the Jews are for=
ced to wear a Badge of Di=
fintlion and Infamy, in many

Countries of Eur ope I ever
faaﬁ:’d’




The Preface.

looked upon Irreligion ro be an
infipid [enflef§ thing , and am
every day more confirmed in
thus Opinion, and doubt not but
the ridiculous pretences to Wit
and drgument , in fo mad a
Canfe, may eafily be expofed
to the fcorn of all men of com=
mon Senfe,






A BRIEF
CONFUTATION

ATHEISM

| | IN A
DIALOGUE

A Philofopher, a Countryman,
and an Atheifl.

Pff)ifqﬁrpber. GOod Motrow,Neigh-

bour ; What are you

mufing upon , this

Morning » The price of Corn , or of
Cattel ?

B Coun=
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A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.

Countryman. Truly I was thinking of’
{fomething of another Nature: I was
wondring, why our Minifter yelter-.
day fhould be at fo much pains to
prove, that there isa God 5 when this;

- Corn, and every thing, [ fee:, proves,,

that there muft be a God, and Maker’
of all things. His Difcourfe,I remem-.
ber, was again{t the Atheifts, as he:
called them. The word is not Eng--
lith, I think; nor, I hope, the Thing;
neither ; if an Atheift be one, that be--
lieves no God. Pray, Sir, what is ani
Atheift.

Philof. An Atheilt 2 An Atheit s at
Monfter, Friend. |

Countr. Ithought, Sir, he had beem
a Man. ~- )

Philof. Yesy he has the fhape of a
Man, but without Eyes or Brains. Andl
I fee one of this kind coming ; yow
{hall hear what he has to fay for him-
felf. Sir,your Servant. What do youw
think, my Neighbour here and I were:
talking of ? He tells me, he wonders,,
that there fhould be any man in the
world, that can disbelieve the Being off
aGod, Atheift..



A Brief Confutation of Arheifwi.

 diheift. All the Blockheads in the
World believe a God ; and f{o do all
-your Children.
- Philof. And do they not believe,
there 1s a Sun too ? |
 Atkeift. And all the Women believed
a Deity too till of late 5 but now the

Women begin to be Wiler.

v bilof Wifer. ' s .0 .
- Atheift. Wifer, Sir. For T muft tell
‘yous; Parts and Learning and Conver-
{ation are requifite to make an Atheilft.

Philof. 1have heard of a Laundrefs
‘that was an eminent Epicurean ; and
of old Time, we find in Athensens,that
he was reckoned, but an ill Cook,who
was not well read in Democritus and
Epicureus. w Py _

Atheift. Were all the Cooks Atheifts
then? . k)

. Philof. 1hope not 5 but the Philofo-
- phy of Atheilts was; it {feems, thought
fitter for the Kitchin than for the
| 8chools.

 Atheift. T fay again, every Fool be-
. lieves a God. . _
. Philof. -Not every Fool. For the

| B 2 Fool
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A Brief Confutation of Atheifvs.
Fool hath [aid in his heart, there # na
God 5 and as, Sir William Tensple fome:-
where obferves, it is f{trange that the
Fools of Dawid's Age fhould be the
Wits of ours. Your Atheifts may per:
haps lead captive fome weak Womem,

or as weak Men, an ea{y Prey,prepared
to receive all their Follies, as the Orar

¢les of Reaforn. And the leaft Figure,

you know, lpoks big at the head of :
few Cyphers. Come, come, if Atheiftt
will ftand to their Point, and talk likeg
themfelves, they muft renounce theiil
Reafon, and their very Senfes, as well
as their God.

Asheift. How fo ?

Pbhilof. Does the Sun fhine 2

Atheift. Does it not ?

Philgf. Proveit.

Atheift. 1t proves it {elf, and need!
no other proof, nor is capable of anyy

Philof. Why, can there be no Ligh
without the Sun ?

Atheift. There may.
~ Philof. There is not only Light, bw
Day, when no Sun appears. And how
do yow prove that the Sun makes th

Day/




A Brief Confutation of Atheifin.

| Day, becaufe he never appears to us,
but by day, any more than that the
Moon makes the Night, becaufe fhe is
feen by night

~ Countr. This puts me in mind of a
Neighbour of mine, that obferved to
me, as we came home one Mooanthiny
mght that we are much beholden to
the Moon ; but, fays he, the Sun never
 fhines but in the day time , when we
 have no need of him. |
B .Atbegﬂ This is pleafant Talk indeed ;

as if the Sun did not fhine through the

Clouds which intercept part of his
Rays, and hide the Sun’s Body from
us.

 Philgf. . As pleafant-as this Talk is, it

is not half fo r1d1culous as to deny ‘the
‘Being of God, who made the Sun and
every thing elfe becaufe he is invifible.
.Xou awn the Inﬂueme of the Sun,and
. the Communication of -his nght and
Heat, when he is out of our fi ight, but
the Inflyence of God, which is much
more neceflary and beneﬁc:a] is difre-
garded,and his Being is denied, becaufe
our Bachly eyes cannot d:fcern a Spi-
g B3 rit ¢
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Four

A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
rit : tho’ as plain Reafon, as any,wh:cm
can tell us, that the Sun {hines upom|
us, when he is not feen by us, or thatt|
the Wind blows, which we never fee 4
will affure us, that God not only ex=:
ifts, but is ever prefent with us, tho’ we:)
cannot fee him.

Atheift. This is Cant. 4

Philof. 1t is Reafon, and agreeable:
toall, that Philofophy hds been able:|
to d:fcover after {fo many thoufand!
years by the Stud}r and Obfervatgon off
the wifeft men in all Ages. Tt is agree--
able to the l§[t Philofophy even of this;
profane Age’, that no man can move a:
Finger , but by an immediage Divine:
concourfe, it being as impofiible to)
move, without the immediate prefence:
and concourfe of God, as that the Sun’s;
Light (hould be without the Sun.

Atheit. You would make me be-
lieve, 'that Twc: and Two are not!

== e

Philof. 1 will undertake to do it, up- |
on as good Prmaﬁles as any, by Whlt’:hl
yﬂu can bel:eve, at there is no God.

Atbegﬂ



|
|

T

- A Brief Confutation of diheifns.
Atheift. As how, Ipray?
Philof. 1t Two and Two be Four,
then Two and Two muft be Ten: for
that Number Four carries Ten in the

Belly of it, Man. You have heard of
the famous Tetraifys of Pythagoras, and

this isit: 1.2.3.4.make Ten, but 1.2.

3. are contained in Four 5 therefore the
Number Four containing thefe three
Numbers in it, muft be equal to the
Number Ten.
Aheift. This is ridiculous Sophiftry.
Philof. T can’t help that. This and

. Twenty other things as fooli(h, are to
- be found in Sextus Empyricus. The A-

theiflts of old were Scepticks, and de-

“nied down right, that we can haveany

certainty, that the Sun fhines, or that

Snow is whitesthey held that there is no
certain difference between {leeping and

 waking, or between talking, as we do
- now, and ina dream. They framed
~ to themlelves abundance of Subtilties
 to take off the force and evidence of
- Demonftrations in Arithmetick and

Geometry. They faw very well, that

if there be any certainty in the Nature

B 4 of
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A Brief Confuration of Atheifm.

of things, there muft be the fame cer--
tainty of the exiftence of the Author:
and Creator of them. Plato truly al-
figned one chief caufe of Atheilm to
be a conceited Ignorance.
 Atheift. Poor men! They were, it:|
feems, put to hard fhifts for want of?|
Phllol’ophy, which has received greatt|
improvements fince their Time. The)
Atheifts of our days, I can affure you,,
are for the Truth of your Senfes, andl
for the enjoyment of them too. We
live in a Wife and Philofophicall
Age.

ngzf.yZ But fhew me one, that dey
{erves the Name of a Philofopher in thiss
wife and Philofophical Age, that hass
denied, or fo much as doubted of the:
Being of God. Are not all the fa-
mous Books of Philofophy diret con--
tradictions to - Atheifm ? Do not myy
Lord Bacon , Des Cartes, Gaffendus ,,
Willis, Boyle, Newton, &c. imply, andi
ﬁlppofe or prove the Being of Godi
in every Page? It isa known Maxime:
of my Lord Bacon's, that Philofophyy
never can make an Athe:ft tho’an ig--

‘norantt
| I




A Brief Confutation of Atheifis,

norant and vain pretence to it may.,
And T may confidently affirm, that
never any weaker and more tnﬂmg
Books have appeared in the World,
than thofe, which have been defign-
ed to ferve the caufe of Atheifm and
Irreligion; which is to be afcribed, not
fo much to the Authors , as to the
Subjet, that they had undertaken.
For to defend Atheifm, is foraMan
to run his Head agam&a Wall, he can
endanger nothing but his own Brains._
And thefe'idle and inconfiltent Whim-
fies, which would have been defpifed
upon a better Subject, have thro the
ftrange partiality and {’tupldlt}r of vice,
given their Authors a greater vogue
among fome of our Wits, than the
moft truly rational or really witty
D1fc0urfes could have done.

~ Atheift. What {ay you to Mr.Hobbes 2

Philof. T fay he is full of Abfurdities
and Contradictions.

 Atheift. 'Was he not a Man of great
Parts ?

- Philof. Not fo great perhaps as his
conceit of them was. One of “is
TR Friends
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A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
Friends has declared of him in Print:)
that he was of a conftant, undauntedl
Refolution of maintaining his own Opini-|
ons. He pretended to know everyy
thing, and always affected fomethings
fingular upon every Subje&t. If he)
ftudied the Mathematicks, it was to!

contradict the old Principles, and ad-

vance new ones; and in his Dia-
logue of the Common Laws of Eng-

dand, he fays (in the Perfon of the
Philofopher) If I pretend within a

Month or two, to make my [elf able to
perform the Office of a Fudge,you are ot
to think it arrogance. For what couldl
be thought arrogant in Mr. Hobbes 2°
But he is not altogether {o much your:
Friend perhaps as you imagine : he:
confefles , that Atheiflts ought to be:
banifhed and driven out of all Humane:
Society.

© . Atheift. So did Epicurys profefs him-.

felf no Atheift.

< Philof. He did. * And this proves A-

theifm an abfurd thing, which is to
be maintained upon no Principles of"

Bhilofophy, ancient or modern. E-

picurys

‘il



A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.

picurws pretended to make a World
with his Atoms, but yet he could not
hope to root the Notion of a God
out of mens minds, but endeavoured
to fet up Gods after his own Heart ;
and of his own Contrivance, fince he
defpaired of bringing men to a per-
{uafion that there is no God at all.
Atheift. He knew the danger of {uch
Attempts, and faw, how much it con-
cerned him to be cautious.
' Philof. He did fo. But Atheifm is
as much contrary to all Notions of
Philofophy , as againf{t the common
‘Senfe and Intereft of Mankind. And
‘when men once come to argue the cafe,
“they have found themfelves reduced
“to this neceflity , either of acknow-
‘ledging a God, in contradittion to
their own Principles and Inclinations;
or of denying the certainty of all
“ Principles whatf{oever, as well as the
certainty of the Divine Exiftence. Is
it poffible to prove there is no God 2
Or to contrive a Syf{tem of Philofo-
- phy, fuppofing there were none ?
- dtheiff. Why not?
o] ' Philofl

1 8
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- all poffible Power, W:fdom, Good~

tended to be impoflible in it {elff)
- But that “which neceffarily Exifls
_could mnever begin to exift , and. the

be Impoii_lble : theref@ne,xt is impofli

A Brief Confutation of Atbeifm:
Philof. By a God we underftand a
Being of a]l Pofiible Perfections, as

nefs, &c. Now it is ;mpafﬁble ton
prove, that there can be no fuch Be—
ing , as has all poffible Perfe tons |
which would be to’ prove that im-
poffible, which is poflible. Nay it
85 1mpnﬂible , that a Being of alll
poflible Perfetions fhould not adtu-
ally exict, becaufe neceffary Em,l&enm
it felf is one poffible Perfection 3 but
neceffary Em[’(ence would be lmpoﬁi
ble, unlefs it were a&ual: for it is
necefﬁty of exifting always; and thay
which in its own nature neeeﬂ"arl '
exifts, muft ever exift, and can have
aeither Beginning, nor End of it
Exiftence. Something of Neceffit
muft always have been, or elfe No+
thing ever could have been, necefla:
ry Exiftence therefore cannot be pre:-

exiftence ;of what is ﬁoﬂible, canno)

ble:|




& Brief Confutation of Atheifin. 13
ble,s that a Being of all poffible Per-
fections fhould not attually exift : be-
caufe the {fame thing cannot be both
‘poflible , and impoflible ; that is, it
“¢annot be neceffarily exiftent, and not
‘neceflarily exiftent, nor fo much as
actually exiftent.

Atheift. 1 don’t well underftand

you.
- Philof. Neceflity of Exiftence is an
impoflibility of Non-exiftence ; and
the neceflity of the Exiftence of God
being pofiible, his Non-exiftence muft
be impoflible.

Atheif. Thefe are fine Subtilties!
But why could not the World be E-

“ternal 2 -

Philof. Becaufle it is of a Succeffive
Duration, divided into Paft, Prefent,
and Future, And there is no part of
this Duration, which is now paft, bue
it was once prefent, and whatever
once was prefent, was future before it
was prefent, (at leaft all but one Mo-
ment) and therefore had 2 Beginning,
or elfe it never could have been ei-
ther prefent or paft. Or in plainer

| Terms
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deed !

A Brief Confutation of Atheifi,

Terms ; there cannot be an Eterni
confifting of an infinite Succeffion of
Days, or Months, or Years: becaufel
there are more Hours than Days, andll
more Days than Months, and mor
Months than Years, whereas theree
can be neither more nor lefs  oif]
things infinite, butall Infinity is equall
and the fame. o i
Atheif.  Thefe are Myfteries in~|

Philof. True, they are Myfteries 3|
but they are fuch Myfteries, as muft be:
acknowledged by all, that duly con-
fider the Nature of things.

Atheift. Well! why may not the:
World have been made and unmade:
again innumerable times from all E--
ternity. ,

Philof. My Argument lies againft:
the Eternity of Motion , and neceffa--
rily proves the firft Motion, and a firfk:
Mover ? there muft of neceflity have:
been a firft Making of the World, iff
you fuppofe it never fo often to have:
beer changed and deftroyed; and
made up again, And neither the:

Motion




A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
Motion it felf, whereby the World
'was made, nor the Creation of the
‘World, could have been eternal 5 be-
caufe no Succeffion of Adion or Ex-
iftence could be etermal, God, who
1s moft perfett , and neceffarily ex-
r&ent has a permanent Duration ,

perfe& as his Nature is, compre-
hending all Succeffions of Time, and
above all the changes of it : But the
Duration of Creatures is in Succeffion,
imperfe(t , and always changing : for
the Duration of things muft be accord-
ing to their Nature ?

Atheift. 1can’t fee , why the World
may not have been made mechanical-
]

g Philof. How can there be Mecha-
nifm without Motion? And I have
proved, that no Motion can be eter-
nal; but there muft be a fir{t Motion,
and a fir{t Mover, who is God.

Atheift. Who knows, what Atoms
in an Infinite Succeflion of Ages might
do? - -
Philof. We may know f{ufficiently,,
‘what they could not do: they could
not

15
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A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
not at firt move themfelves, nor di-
rect their own courfe at any time.

Atheift. But they might move byl
chance. |

Philof; How move by chance 3 > Theyy
muft receive the Principle of youtr
Motion and Acivity from a Superiosr
Power. i

Atheift. They might then make the
World by chance ;When they were onces
in Motion.

Philof. What | Make a2 World by,-:
chance ! Is this, I pray, to turn Tree_st

into Sylloglfms or Syllogifms into
Trees ?

Atbeiﬁ. What is that Banter for ?

PhilofTis the Language of a Friend!
of yours in another cafe.

Atkeift. But why may not the Worldi
have been made by chance ?

Philof. A World of Order and wife
Contrivance made by chance! and pre--
ferved and governed by chance ?

Atheift. Are there not Animals nowr
generated by the operation only off

the Sun upon Mud, or other Matterr
fitly difpofed »

Philof!



A Brief Confutation of Atheifin. 17
Philof: The Sun doth not perform
his Courfe and Operations by chance.
- And then as to equivocal Generation ,
all the Difcoveries in Philofophy
are againft it Name me the Philofo-
pher, that now afferts it. And Epicu-
r#3's Dance of Atoms is fuch a Whim-
fey, as no conceit of a Manin aFren-
zy can be more abfurd. Speak out in
plain Terms, and own to this honeft
Man here, that you believe , that Men
at firlt {prung out of the Earth, and
that the Fields once bore Men, as they
now do Grafs or Mufhrooms. %~
~ Countr. You have been too learned
for me hitherto : but I will under-
~take to maintain again{t any Man
- that this is mere Nonfenfe. Men {pring
- out of the Ground !
 Atheiit. They were fir{t Infants, and
then grew up to be Men. |
Countr.Were they fo? Well! I will
~ask no Queltions about your Cradles
and Nurfes. But where is that Spot
of Earth to be found, that bears a
Crop of Infants, [ wonder.

C AIJ’F*E’JYEQ»
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there is fuch Ground now, but thers

ed us all. Befides , how is it poffible:

A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
Atheift. No body fays, Friend, tha

may have been in Ancient Times:
and the World has undergone {o ma
ny Alterations, that we know no
what formerly may have happened.

Countr. Is there any Hiftory , thau
mentions this wonderful Birth of Hlll*
mane Race?

Atheist. Perhaps not: but many Hi
{tories are loft.

Conntr. Is there any Tradition fmﬂ
it 2

Atheist. Tradition is an uncertaitn
Conveyance , nothing more eafilyy
loft.

Philof. Here is a profound way o
Reafoning. Men muft {pring out o
the Ground at fir{t 5 tho” no Man ha
ever been known to come thus intc
the World , and neither Hiftory, no
Tradition give the leaft Intimation o
any {uch thing. I fhould have thoughtt
that this Original of Mankind WGH](
have been retained, as the moft me:
morable thing, whlch nearly concern:

= .._h_-.n ——
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A Brief Confutation of Atheifin.

but that in fome parts of the World,
the Earth fhould now bring forth
Men, if it had formerly done fo ?
Atheift. The Earth is grown old and
‘barren , and the Sun’s Heat is not {o

Mtrong and vigorous as it has been.

‘Have we not complained for many
“years of Cool Summers ?

Philof: If the Age of the Earth and

any decay in the Sun be the caufe of

_the Earth’s Barrennefs: then it is plain,
that for many Ages the Earth muft
have born Men and Women, as. the
now does Corn. For this Barrennefs

_could not be occafioned, till after ma-

l

- ny Ages, and therefore fome Remem-
- brance muft have been left of her for-
. mer fruittulne(s in this kind. It hap-

pened fortunately however, that when
the Earth grew barren,Nature had pro-
-vided another way for the Propagati-
on of the World. But did the whole
Earth grow barren at once?
Atheist. T {uppofe not. 4"
Countr. You fuppole, I fee, juft

| what you pleafe, rather than be forced

to acknowledge the Being of a God.
$i Philo].

19






A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.

- Philof.* This Anaxinrander is reckon-
:d the firlt Acheiftical Philofopher ,
ho' Lucretins does Epicurus the Ho-
10ur to mike him the fir(t.

- Conntr, Tt 15 no great matter, whe-
her we know who was the firlt A-

heilt, if ‘we could but know, who

would be the Jaft.

‘Philof. Yes, it fhews the Novelty of

Atheifm.

Countr. T wonder there ever fhould
> any. But pray what beginning
had Birds, and Bealts, and Plants ?

! Atheift. The very {ame with Men;
the Earth produced them.

‘Conntr. This 1s ftranger {till, that
the Earth fhould now produce none
of all thefe; but Plants only. I am

rather for crowding them all into

the Bellies of Araxivrander’s Fifhes.
Were there no Houfes thus produ-
ced ? -

Atheiit. No.

Countr. Not a Cottage ?

Atheist. No. ' 1 tell you. _
1 Philsf. As it there were not more
skill and wife defign in the Fabrick of

S | C 3 the

21
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all the [-Ioufes in the World.

| A Brief Confutation of Atberfm

the Body of any one Animal, than o

Countr. What think you of Menss
creeping up and down like Snails, eve-
ry one with his Houfe upon his Back »
We feem to have fomething of thiss
Primitive way {till retained among a
{fort of Men called Pedlars. Who
knows , but fome of thefe Strollerss|
may have crept out of the Earth withi
their Packs upon their Backs ? -
 Atheist. What if I fay , there were:
Houfes grew up at firft, which were:
the Patterns of all , that have beeni
ever fince ? - |

Countr. Then you would fpeak
more like your felf. For why fhould.
you deny any thing,but a God ? Who-
ever disbelieves the Being of a God,
muft boggle, I perceive, at the Bellef-—'
of nothing beflides.

Atheist. The very Notion of a God
is incomprehenfible : it is all. Darknefs
and Confuflion.

Philof. The Effence of God is in-
deed incomprehenfible ;3 but which

way {oever you turn your felf, you

muft



A Brief Confutation of Atheifn.

muft meet with {omething incompre-
henfible, as Infinity, and Eternity, ei-
ther of f{tupid Matter, or of an Active
Principle of all Pv:rfe&mn which is
God. And what thing is there in the
World, which has not fomething of
lm,omprehenf tble in it ¢

Atheist. As how ?

Phils). You know the Argument of
the Philofopher againft Motion : if
you move, it muft be in the Place
where you are, or where you are not :
But no man can move in the Place,
‘where he is, becaufe Motion is change

a Man can move, where he isnot: for
he may move in Two thoufand Places
at once, if he may move in Two.
Atheist. Thele are the learned Fol-
lies of the Schools.
* Philof. They are, if you will,of the
old Scepticks, who had many the like :
As to prove that no Man can die, they
argued , That if a Man die, it muft
be, when he lives, or when he is
dead ; but no Man can die eicher
whlle he lives, or after he is dead ;

Cgy Iher':-

of Place: and it is ridiculous to fay,

=3
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therefore it follows, that there can be
no Dying at all.

Atheisf. This is rare {tuff indeed.

Philof. 1t is fuch as the Scepticks of
old fet a mighty value uponj and as
contemptible, as it is, I defie any Man
breathing to fhew the hundredth part
of Proof in any of your pretences a-
gain{t the Being of a God. Thele
were f{ubftantial Arguments of old,
and would be fo {till, if they could be
made ferviceable to your purpofe of

~ Atheifm.

Atheisf. 1 can never believe , as yéu

do. |
-Philof. You believe your Senfes I
hope, and are fully perfuaded, that
there are Bodies in the World, what-
ever you think of Spirits.
Atheist. Yes fure, I am not mad
ret.
¢ Philof. But there is a fairer Pretence
to Reafon in denying, that there is
any fuch thing as Matter, then there
can be in denying a God.

fd-ﬂ-.‘ﬁiﬁ 1
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Atheiii. Now 1 perceive, I am to
be perfuaded out of my Senfes.

Philof. God is a Being infinitely per-
fect, a Being in whom are all pofiible
Perfettions, and there can be no con-

 tradiction in the Effence of a Being of
- all poflible Perfections. But there is
~a contradiCtion in the very Nature

~and Effence of Matter : and Philofo-

phers bring Demonftrations on both
fides, to prove that Matter is in its
own Nature capable of infinite Di-
viflon, and that it is uncapable of
it. .

Atheist. Thefe are things above our
Reach.

Philof. - And is not God much more

above it ?
Atheist. Well! but we fee and feel
material things , and our experience

informs us, that Nature does her

werk : and Seeing , you know is Be-
lieving. For my part, my Faith goes
no further. |

Philof. Have you not heard of a
Place lately difcovered in the Eaf#-

- Indies , where the Boys build Houfes

with

*3
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with as much eafe, and much after the
{ame manner , as our Boys play at
Crofs and Pile ?

Atheis. How is that ?

Philof. When a Houfe is to be built,
the Boys meet together, and calt ‘up
Stones or Bricks, and little pieces of
Wood into the Air,and they fall down
again in exat Order , and range them-
felves into large Rooms and Turrets,
and Cupuloes 5 there is nothing com-
parable to them at Verfailles, or the
Lovre. |

Atheist. And you believe this!

Philof. This is not all: When a
good number of Houfes are thus built
by the Boys in one place, the Men
play a kind of Engine  againft them,
{omething like the Roman Ram ; this
batters the Houfes down again with
that force, that the feveral pieces of
Timber and other Materials, at a Re-
bound, by a happy and never-failing
chance, difpofe themfe¢lves into {paci-
ous and regular Squaress the like are -
not to be feen in all Exrope.

:
Countrs
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- Countr. It feems the Boys build
Houfes by Crofs and Pile, and the
Men turn them into Squares by play-
ing at Nine Pins.

Atheift. You Men of Myftery can
believe any thing.

Philof. Butin earneft, is this, or a-
ny thing elfe more incredible, than it
15, that the beautiful Frame and Order
of things in the whole World, fhould
be firft fhuffled together by a chance
more ridiculous and uncertain than
any Child’s Play, and then fhould be
prelerved as odly for many thoufands
of years, without any Caufe, or Rea-
{fon, or Defign ; but fhould at firft
proceed ,- and then depend, upon a
Tarantula in the Atheift’sHead ? There
1s no:Fly nor Infect; not fo much as a
Blade of Grafs , or Grain of Sand,
without it’s wondrous Beauties , and
inimitable Art in the Texture and Or-
der of its Parts: and not one Man
alive can explain, how thefe Parts
came and hang together. Nature it
felf is all Myfltery , the Mylterious
Work of God.

_ Atheif?.
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Atheift. 1 magnifie Nature as much
as‘you can do.

Philof. But Nature w:thoul: a God, -
is but a Word that can have no Mean-
ing, an Effe(t without a Caufe, a Ma-
gick Round of Day and WNight,
Summer. and ‘Winter 5 it is an enchan-
ted Circle, a Myftick Dance, or any
thing, that founds high , and means
nothing. You have, I know, often
heard of the Houfe in the Church of
Loretto, brought thither by Angels.

A.tbe:ﬂ Yes, yes, a Popifh Legend.

Philof. Iam as much convinced of
the Vanity and Falthood of that Sto-
ry, as you can be, and am forry that
Religion it felf ‘hould {uffer in the
Opinion of unwife Men, by the offi-
cious Folly and Balenels of {fome; that
pretend to it. For, as Sir Thowass
More once' jeltingly fald ‘That he
would not -upon any Terms hear fuch
a Man, who was a notorious Lyar,
repeat the Creed, for feari he fhould
never believe it afterwards: So- {fome
are imprudent enough in earneft to
dlsbeheve the plaineft and moft necef~

A fary
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fary Truths, . becaufe Impoftors have

! 'fbund it fometimes their Intereft to

- affert them. - But after all it is not
impoflible , - that Angels might re-
. movye a Houfe from one place to ano-
. ther s but it is abl"olutely impofhible,
_that ever they thould make a World 3
and it is much more impoflible ( if
there can be degrees in Impof"lbthtles)
at leaft it feems more evidently im-
. pofiible to the meaneft Capacity ; that
- a World fhould be made without any
one to make it, but that the Atoms
. fhould once upon a Time, by Agree-
ment, at a general Rendezvous, have
- erected themfelves into a World.
- Atheift. Never trouble your felf a-
bout that, we have World-makers e-
. .nough in this Age. . I can name you
. .the Men, that if they do but {tep 'in-
. to their Study, and take a pairof
Compafles in hand, can either mend
the Old World, or 'make a New one
.. in half a days time.., /-
g sz!ﬂf No,no. ;. The Wﬁ]‘]d makmg
J ;Trade 1s quite rumed - _.

Atheift,

29
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Atheift. There are fo many of it,you|
Oqmean. RS Pies

Philof. Not for that Reafon anly ::
But their Tools of Mechanifm are ta--
ken from them by a certain Gentle--
man in the Zower, who will no rgore:
fuffer us to be impofed upon by a fa..
¢titions World , than by falfe Coin..
Our Countrymen , I think, "have dri--
ven a freer Trade of making Worlds,,
than any other Nation. But New’
Companies daily fetting up againft:

* the Old, they never could unite in a-:

- ny common Principles, but are all at:
laft diffolved. Attra&ive Powers have
torn them to pieces, and a prodigi-
ous, yauning Facuum, has fwallowed
them up. |

-« Atheift. There is no great lofs of
them. - We have World good enough,
if they would but let it alone, and I
‘never difturb my head to confider how
it was made.

Philof. But you may confider , that
it muft have been made, and could
not make it felf.  What do you think
of the Tradition, that vaft Stones

| were



- A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.
were brought by Magick through the
Air, and placed in that odd manner,
as they are now feen in that famous
Wonder of Stone-henge 2 |
- Atheist. 1 fuppofe, moft Men have
the fame Thoughts of {uch Stories.
Philof. Why this, and the idle Fa-
bles, that are told Children of Giants
and Fairies , are all Demonfiration to
the Blunders and Contraditions of
Atheifm. What would you fay of a
Man that fhould imagine , that this
-Watch was eternal ? that it made it
{elf? or was made by the cafual meet-

ing of Brafs, and Steel, and the other

Materials 2 Would you not think him
mad , that fhould believe any thing
like this ?
Athei[m. Little lefs.
. Philo/. What then muft his Madnefs
be, who can believe this vaflt and
wonderful Fabrick of Heaven and
Earth , with all its Motions and va-
riety of Creatures to have had no
other Original ?

Atheilt,
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~rence is againft y ou.

A Bricf Confutation of Atheifis,

Atheift. The cafe is different. .
Philof. Tt is fo 5 but all the diffe—

Ml

Atheist. We fee Watches want mend--
ing, and winding up, and we fee new’!
ones made every day.

Philof. But there is but one World
which remains continually the {ame ,,
and wants no mending : and you w1lll|
not believe,that God made th:s World,,
becaufe you never faw him make ano--|
ther. Is this your Argument ¢

Countr. Pray, Sir, in what part off I
the World was you born |

Atheisi. Why do you ask that Que* |
{tion ? In Ireland, Friend.

Countr. Are your Parents living 2

Atheisf. No. How doth this con--
cern you ?

Countr. Can you prove your Birthi
by any ‘iegtﬁer, or produce any Wit--
nefles of it ?

Atheiit. Perhaps not ;5 the Witnefles:
may be dead in the late War , and the
Regilters loft. What then >

Cﬂﬂﬂf.ﬁ
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~ Countr. Give me Jleave to fay, Sir,
that I begin to f{ufpe&, that you are
the Son of a Morafs, and of the {ame
Original , which you affign to the
Primitive Race of Mankind. Me-
thinks, I fee the little Acheift, half-
Babe, half-Mud, fprawling among his
kindred Frogs, and the firlt words the
croaking thing attempts to {peak, are
No Myf—— No Mysteries.

Atheist. This is very abufive.

Countr. Not at all , Sir, it is an ho-
nour to you to begin a New Race, and
it is the belt confirmation of your O-
pinion, that I can think of.
 Atheist. Thefe are things, which we
have talked a thoufand times, and I
little expeted now to have the fame
Frumpery over again. You know,
Sir, we have often dilcourfed thefe
things among our felves, but they are
of that dificulty , as not to bear a
Vulgar Difpute.

Countr. Of that plainnefs, he means.

Atheist. But 1 was coming to fhew
you a Curiofity lately found , and

{fent me from abroad ; here it is.
D Philof.

3
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Philof. A Medal ! It feems to be a

Roman Coin 5 an Othe ! 1 thank you
for the fight of it. 1Tt is a Rarity.
- Atheift. There are but “few Coins of
this Emperour, becaufe his Reign was
fo fhort. But many Medals of divers
other Emperours are found in feveral
Counties of England. ;s

Philsf: How is it fuppofed , they
came hither ?

Atheift. No doubt,they were brought
over by the Romans, when they were:
in pofiefiion of this Ifland.

Philof. That is not fo clear, as you
imagine. Metals are as natural to {ome:
Countreys, as Stones are to others. I
know a Piece of Ground, that is cal-
led ' the Money-Piece, from the great:
Numbers of thofe, which you call Ro-:
man Coins, that are found in it.

Atheift. And do you think them to»
be the Produt of the Ground ?

Philof. Why not ? Coins are dug up)
in Italy, and in Framce , and in mofk:
Countreys of Ewrope , tho’ not in all
Grounds. Non omnis fert omnia Tellus..
Here is a Coin, that was taken out oft

the Ground. Atheift,




- and the Romans were a wife People ,

- A Brief Confutation of Atheifi.

Atheift. Tt is one of Augustus : do'nt
you fee his Name and Titles, and his
very Effigies? The Reverfe is——

Philof. 1 know it. But why is it
neceflary, that this thould be the Pro-
duct of Art rather than of Nature >

———Infcripti nomina Regum Nafeun-
tur Flores——— Some Countreys natu-
rally afford Quarries of rough Stone,
and others produce Stones curioufly
wrought and fathioned in feveral
Forms. And as divers Countreys pro-
duce Oar of Gold, and Silver, and
Brafs 5 fo why may not forme produce
all thefe Metals thaped and adorned af-
ter this manner ?

Atheift. “This is fuch a Fancy | 1 fee
you have a mind to maintain a Para-
dox. Thefe Coins are never found in
Countreys, which were not under the
Dominion of the Romans, but com-
monly near Places, where they had
their Stations and Cities.

Philof. Probably in the beft Ground

-
-

. they knew how to chofe for them-

i

felves. But how do you know, where
s ~ the
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the Romans had their Cl’tlts and Sta-
tions ?

Atheift. From Hiftory and Traditi-
on, and from thefe very Coins, which
agree in their Infcriptions with the:
Hiftories of thofe Times , and explain
many difficult Points both in Hiltory
and Geography.

Philof. You tell me, they are Roman
Coins, becaufe they are found near Ro-
man Stations, and that Reszarn Stations
were in thofe Places, becaufe thefe:
Coins are found there. This is pro-
ving in a Circle, Sir. And what do

you {peak of Hlftory and Tradition 2
fhall I credit thefe againft my own
Senfes,» when I fee Coins dug out of"
the Earch Does any Hiftory or Tra-
dition tell me, where I might have:
found this Com which I my felf took:
out of the Grﬂund

Atheift. They are commonly found_
in Pots, or Urns, which are known|
to be Roman, and other Reliques of’
F[L-lomanAnuqumes are often found with
them

Philof: Let Pots,or Urns,or whatevet'
elfe:



- A Brief Confutation of Atheifm.

elfe you pleafe be found there 5 ne-
ver think to perfwade me, that they
are not all the Produltions of the
Earth. Dig but deep enough, and
you may find Houfes, I warrant you.
Stt Willian» Dugdale informs us, that
-in the Fens, a Smith’s-Forge , with
Horfe-thoes , and Tongs, and all its
Furniture, was found many Fathoms
under Ground. And do you think
the Fairies have not Houfes as well as
we ? Or do you imagine that they
build them themfelves >  Or will you
{ay, the Romans built them for them?
The Fairies are a lefler Race of Men,
{fuch as the Earth in this decayed and
decrepite ftate is able to produce ,
and their Houles and little Money
are of the fame Proportion. I won-
‘der you fhould not think of this, as
the be(t proof, ycu can bring in your
caufe,

Atheift. You arein Jeft, T find.

Philof. Never more in Earneft, I do
afflure you. And I muft confefs my
{elf amazed to oblerve, that you, who
will not-allow this' Trifling for Argu-
| D 3 ment
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ment in a thing of little or no Mo-
ment, can yet think fit to make ufe of
it in a Matter of the higheft Concern-
ment. You will by no means admit
that the Earth could produce this Coin,
which bears but the Image and im-
perfet Reprefentation of a Man, tho’
at the {ame time, you maintain, that
it produced the Race of Mankind.
You will not believe that the Earth
could produce this Medal by the fame
€hance’, by which you would per-
{fwade ps, that the Metal , of which
it is made, and all things elfe are
produced. - As if there were not ten
Thoufand more Excellencies in the
Metal it felf, and every other Pro-
duction of Nature, than in the Fi-
gure , the Letters, the Effigies ,  and
the Reverfe of the moff curious and
accurate Coin in the World. Could
all the Art of Mankind ever make {o
much- as one Infe&t or Plant? Or
did ever Chance produce: any piece
of Art? How then can Chance, or
the Imaginary Play and Sport of A-
toms do more than any Art, when it

; oos P was
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was never known to CFerform any
thing which Art can do ?‘Can that
Wifdom and Defign , that Regulari-

ty and Conftancy in the Courfe of

Nature , which is beyond the imita-
tion of all Art, proceed from Chance
and Fortune, and Ignorance, and
want of all Defign !

Countr. I underftand now, Sir, why
you told me that an Atheift 1s 2 Mon-
{ter, without Eyes or Brains.

Philof. He muft be blind , that fees
not the Power and Wifdom of God,
in the Beauties of the Field, the Won-
ders of the Seas, and the Glories of
the Heavenly Bodies. And I know
not ‘what Wit that Man has, or of
what ufe it can be to him, that ob-
{erves not, that all thefe things mulft
have an Author, who can be no other
than God. WNothing is more abfurd
than for an Atheift to pretend to Phi-
lofophy, which enquires into the Cau-
{es, and Order , and End of things:
he muft remounce his Reafon and
Senfes, and mult refolve all intoblind
Chance and Ignorance, and Non-

{fenle. D4 Atheist.
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A BRIEF
CONFUTATION
O F |
DE 1°S'M.
IN A
DI ALOGU E.

A Chriftian and a Deift.

the Subject of our late Dif-
courfe 3 and tho’, I confefs,
I was not convinced by any
thing you faid : yet by the force of

my own Reafoning, I am now fully
g {atisfred,

Deift. I Have thought further upon
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‘Revealed Religion.

{ule of Reafon, and becomes a Ratio-
~mal Manjs but Revealed Religion is a

A Brief Confutation of _Dezfm.

{atisfied, that there muft be a God.
Chriftian. 1 am glad of your Con-
viction, by whatever means you attain=
ed toit. It is a f{ufficient Satisfaltion
to me, that T could give any occafion.
to the ftrength of your own Judg-
ment to exert it f{elf. 1 am far from
affluming to my f{elf the Glory of gain--
ing Converts; but the Providence off
God often vouchfafes to make ufe oft
the weakeft Means to awaken Men to)|
confiderationy and there needs no|
more but this, with the aids of the:
Divine Grace in the ordinary ufe off
Reafon, to bring any one off fromA-
theifmor Deifm. 7 3
Deift. 1 am as much for Reafon as
any Man 3 and {o far as that leads me,,
will I go, but not one ftep further.
Chr. 1 hope you are willing to con-
fider what may be offered in behalf off

Deift. Natural Religion is the Re--

Renouncing of Reafony and this iss
what I can never think of. Ving
Chry,
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- Chr. Natural Religion, if it be well
confidered, muft lead Men to Revela-
tion; and Revealed Religion obliges
us to believe God upon his Word de-
livered to us 3 which is the moft Rea-
{fonable thing in the World. It is not
contrary to Reafon, 1 fuppofe, to be-
lieve, whatever God reveals.

Deiff. By no means 3 but how fhall
I know, that he has revealed any thing,
or what it is, which he has reveal-
ed ?

Chr. You will grant it Reafonable
to expect, that God fhould Reveal
himfelf to Mankind.

Deift. He has done it to all in the
ufe of thofe Faculties, which he has
beftowed upon Men. What other
way fhould he reveal himfelf to Ra-
tional Creatures, than by the Light of
their own Reafon ?

Chr. Reafon, we fee, is a very ob-
fcure Light,and the greate(t part of the
World notwith{tanding lies in Error
‘and Wickednefs.

Deift.
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Deift. The World, it is true, is too |
wicked, and too full of Errors: but:|
how does Revelation mend the mat--|
ter. The World is neither better nor'|
worfe, but juft as we find it, whether
there be only Natural Religion, or'
Revealed Religion befides. L0
Chr. Right, but it alters the cafe ve-
ry much in refpet of God, that he
has given warning to a wicked World,
and has ufed all fit Means to reclaim
Men from Sin and Error. Can yon
imagine that a God f{o holy, fo juft
and good, fhould take no care of Men
for their Information and Amendment 2
Would a good Father fhew fo little
Concern for his Children? And fhall
we dare to think that, of the infinite-
ly good and merciful God, which
would be thought an -intolerable Af-
front and Slander, if {poken of Hu-
mane Parents ? |
Deift, 1 never like this method of
arguing from the Attributes of God :
it is to determine what God fhould
do : and what a Prefumption is
that ?
Chr.
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Chr. I confefs this is a method
which may be abufed, But if we
muft not be allowed to argue from
the Divine Attributes, thereis an end
of all Natural Religion. For how
can we be affured according to any
Principles of Natural Religion , but
from the Divine Attributes, of the

Immortality of the Soul, and of the

R?wards and Punithments of another
Life.

Deift. The Soul in its Nature is an
Immaterial Subftance, and therefore
immortal.

Chr. The Soul indeed is not Sub-
je&t to Diflolution as the Bodyis; but
how fhall we be fatisfied that 1t will
not be annihilated , when it goes out
of the Body, or that it fhall be
rewarded or punithed , according
to the A&ions of this Life, in a
future State , but becaufe the Divine
Wifdom and Juftice and Goodnefs
require, that Death thould not put an
end to our Being, but that the Good
fhould be rewarded, and the Evil pu-
nifhed, when they depart out of this

| World ?
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World ? Unlefs you will allow off
Arguments taken from the Divine
Attributes; Natural Religion is @
Word without a Meaning 5 a Law
without any force or obligation.

Deift, But, if God, as you wouldl
argue, muft have revealed himfelf to
Mankind, in order to their Inftructi~
on and Reformation ; how comes i
to pafs, that the greateft part of the
World ftill remains in Ignorance, off
this Revelation ? _ '

Chr. It has been fhewed, That alll
Nations have had the Revealed Willl
of God preached among them , fir(k:
by the Hebrews, and fince by Chri--
ftians. Which makes the cafe ex-
treamly different from what it would!
have been, if God had never concern--
ed himfelf to reveal his Will at all
to Men. If he has afforded Men of
all Nations frequent Means and Op-
portunities of becoming acquainted
with his Revealed Will, this is all,
which can be expe&ted from the Di-
vine Goodnefs: and the fault muft
lie folely upon Men, if they will

| not
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not make a due ufe of the Means offered
them.

Deift. How many poor Indians are
there, that never heard of Chrilt, or
of Revealed Religion?
~ Chr. The more is the (hame of Chri-
ftians. Yet perhaps thefle [ndians owe
moft of their Notions of Vertue and

Vice, and of Rewards and Punifh-

ments 1n a future ftate to Revealed
Religion : fince there is no part of the
World, where Revealed Religion has
not been formerly taught, and tho’ it
be long fince it had been preached in
the E4ff and Weit-Indies, yet many
- Ceremonies and Doctrines of it were
ftill retained, as it appears upon Ob-
{ervation, among the moft barbarous
Nations. And I am fo firmly perfua-
ded of the Goodnefs of God, as ful-
ly to believe, that whatever Heathen
lives according to the Knowledge,
which he already has, God will ra-
ther fend a Meflenger on purpofe to
him, as he did to Corzelius, to inftruck
him in the Gofpel of Chrift, than {uf-
fer him to perif(h thro’ ignorance.

E Deift.
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Deist. Whether Revealed Religion
has been promulged, as you pretend,

can be known only by a tedious

fearch into Books, which is a Bulfi-
nefs of Time and Leifure, and can-
not be determined by Per{onal Dif-
courle.

Chr. This fearch has been already
made, and the Cafe appears to be, as I
have told you.

Deift. Suppofe it, as you fay. A
mere Promulgation can prove nothing
to be the Word of God : the Divine
Authority muft be made evident, and
the {uitablenefs of it to the end
and purpofes of a Revelation.

Chr. Have you any thing to ob-
ject againft the Doctrine of Scripture?
[ mean, have you any Objeltion to
alledge, which proves, that any Part
of Scripture implies a Contradiction
to any of the Divine Attributes, and
therefore cannot be {uppofed to be the
Subject of Divine Revelations ? -

Deii?. The Doétrine of the Trini-
ty, is a plain Contradition to Reafon,
at lealt as fome Men explain it P

re
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Chr. But are you certain that no
fuch Explication can be given to that,
or any other Doctrine of Scripture,
as to reconcile it to Reafon fo far,
as to prove, that there is no Contradi-
tion, nor Abfurdity in it ? |

Deis?. 1 cannot undertake to fay,
what may be done ; nor, to confefs a
Truth to you, what has been done
towards it. 1 am little read in Di-
vinity, as you call it 5 and leaft of all
in Books of Controverfie, further then
to obferve, how the Gladiators in Di-
{pute murther the Caufe between them,
whilft they f{o fiercely cut and wound
one another. The main Controverfie,
in the Cafe before us, liesin the proof
of the Authority of a Revelation:
for if a Divine Revelation be once
proved, it ought indeed to be recei-
ved and read, with all Reverence
and Submiffion of Judgment,

Chr. You feemed to acknowledge,
that there muflt be fome Divine Re-
velation : and can you think of any
that is more likely to be Divine, than
that of the Bible ? What think you

E 2 of
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of the Heathen Oracles, or the Alco-
ran of Mabhowmet 2 | .

Deift. 1 think them to be Impo-
ftors, and if there be any fuch thing,
as Divine Revelation in the World,
the Scriptures of the Old and New
Teftament {eem to ftand faireft for
it. But how fhall I be affured of the
Divine Authority of the Scriptures?

Chr. By Matter of Fact, by the Pro-
phecies and Miracles, which confirm-
ed them. If God reveal himfelf to
Men, it muft be in fome fuch manner,
as to diftinguifh what is delivered to
them in his rame, from what is Hu-
mane or Diabolical, and this may be
either by Prophecies ; or Miracles, or
both. For if God impower Men to
do what no Man can do, or to know
what no Man can know , but by the
Divine Power and In(piration, then
we have reafon to receive what they
deliver in the Name of God for Di-
vine Do(trine. And if any Revelati-
on be fo delivered to us, as that it
cannot be proved falfe , but we are
obliged in reverence to the Divine At-

tributes
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tributes to -receive it as from God ;
this muft be from him, unlels God
can be fuppofed wanting to himfelf,
:;?d his own Attributes, as well asto

en.

DeifZ. Bnt how does this appear to
be the Cafe in Queftion?

Chr. It would be tedious now to
infift upon the proof of all Particu-
lars. 1 will inftance but in one Ar-
ticle of our Faith, and it (hall be that
of Chrift's Refurreftion from the
Dead , which as St. Paxf argues, is a
Dire&t Evidence of the Truth of the
whole Chriftian Religion. It 1 can
make out the Truth of our Saviour’s
Refurre&ion beyond all Contradiction,
I fuppofe you will reject no part of his
Religion.

Deiit. T fee no Reafon to difpute
‘any thing elfe, if the Refurrettion of
Chrift be clearly proved 5 -for if he
did indeed rife from the dead, what-
ever he taught muft be acknowledged
True.

E3 Chr.
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Chr. If there can be any Scruple re-
maining in the moft incredulous con-
cerning the Refurrettion of Chrilt,
it muft be upon one of thefe three
Accounts. Either they fulpect that he
was not really dead , or that he did
not really rife from the dead , or,
that tho” he was really dead , and
did really rife again, yet this mlght
be brought to pafs by fome other
Power than that of Geod.

Deist. That Chriflt fuffered Death
under Pontiys Pilate 1s aftirmed , | re-
member , by Zucitws , and both the
Jews and Heathens have all along al-
{erted it : {o that there can be no Ob-
jeCtions among Men in their Wits up-
on that Head. I will give you no
Trouble about it, the main difficulty
lies in the fecond Point, tho' I know
the laft Particular was much difputed
by the Heathens.

Cbr In order to prove the Truth

of Chrift’s RefurreGtion, I fhall only

defire it may be confidered, that the
Apoliles were at leaft Men of common
Senfe, and of the fame Nature with o-

.ther Men Dc:ﬁ’
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Deisf. Their Books, and the Suc-
cefs , which their Doftrine has met
with , in the World, prove them to
have been Men of common Senfe and
Reafon, orelfe we muft fay, that all
Chriftians are Fools. And whoever
doubted but that all Men are of the
fame Nature ?

Chr. Then no Man can be {uppofed
to run himfelf upon Perfecutions and
Torments, without any Proflpect of
Honour, or any other Advantage, but
merely for the delight he takes in
Falthood, and the pleafure of affert-
ing what he knows to be Falfe. Are
- Lies wont to be fo dearto Men? Or
was ever any Man {o enamoured of a
Lye, as that he was refolved to die
forit, and would not by any Mena-
ces or Tortures be brought to re-
nounce it? Men may f{uffer much for
what they think True, tho’ it be Falfe 5
but fure no one Man ever {uffered to
all Extremities for what he knew to
be falfe , when he could avoid f{uffer-
ing only by defifting from faying it:
much lefs could many at once dote {o

E4 ftrangely
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{trangely upon a feigned Story, which
they knew to be fuch : there never were
known to be fuch wonderful Charms
in a Lye. |

Deist. But might not the Dilciples
of Chrift be miftaken, and think
him be be rifen again, when he was
not ?

Chr. The Difciples of Chrift were
{o timorous, that they forfook him"
affloon as he was apprehended, and
they retained no hopes of his Refur-
re(tion, when he was dead. For ne-
ver any Matter of Fat met with
more {lownels and difficulty of Belief,
and with more {cruple and doubtful-
nefs than Chrift’'s RefurreCtion did
from his own Difciples. The Wo-
men came to the Sepulchre with full
expetation to find his dead Body
there, and with a defign to embalm
it 5 and nothing could be a greater
{urprize and difappointment to them,
than to mifs ‘'of it. Afloon as it was
told St. Peter and St. Fohn , that the
Body was taken away, they ran with
halte and amazement to inform them-

| felves
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felves of fo ftrange an Accident y be-
ing come to the Sepulchre they faw
the Linen Clothes wrapt up and laid
in order, neither taken away with the
Body, nor thrown afide in haflte or
fear, but difpofed of, in fuch a man-
ner, as if all the leifure and all the
deliberation imaginable had been ufed
about it. This neverthelefs gave no
Satisfaltion to the reft of the Difci-
ples 5 tho’ they faw him, and heard

him difcourfe to them , they were di~ -

{truftful all the while, and did not
believe for joy, but wondred when
they had looked upon his Hands and

his Feet : and he commanded them to

touch and handle his Wounds, and
did at laft eat in their fight, before
they were confirmed in their Belief.
St. Thomas was {o incredulous, that
nothing which all the reft could fay to
him, prevailed with him, but he would
not be perfwaded of the Truth of
Chrift’s Refurrection, till he had thruft
his Finger into the Holes, which the
Nails had made in his Hands and
Feet , when he was faltned to the

Crﬂfﬁj
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Crofs, and which the Spear had made
in his fide, juft before he was taken
down from it.

Deift. 1f the Difciples themfelves
were {o hard of Belief, what wonder
1s it,if others be {o, at this diftance of
Time 2

Chr. They were {ufiered to be thus
doubrful , that there might be no lon-
ger any room for doubts in others,
when they had once been convinced ;
fince they proceeded with all the
Caution, and ufed all the Means for
their Satisfa&ion, that the greateft In-
fidel could have done, if he had been
in their place : for what would any
Infidel demand or defire to have been
done more than was done by them ?
They heard him fpeak and knew his
Voice, they faw , they touched him,
they {faw his Wounds and put their
Hands into them. What could they
do more? They did eat and drink
with him, they converfed with him
for forty days after his Refurrection,

pF’:ﬁf
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-&Defﬁ.ﬁut they were but few in num-

s

Chr. That is not to the prefent
Point : the Queftion betore us is, whe-
ther thefe Witnefles of Chrift’s Refur-
retion, be they few or many, could
be deceived in what they witneffed.
But at a general Appearance of the
Difciples in Galilee , he was {een by
above five hundred at once, who met
there purpofely by his Appointment,
and therefore did not fee him on the
{udden, and by furprize , but went
prepared to take all the notice, and
make all the obfervation , that it was
poflible for them to do. And Galilee

was the place, where he was beft

known, where he had preached moft,

and lived longelt 5 and thefe were

the Perfons, who had there been mofkt
intimate and familiar with him, before
his Death.

Deiif. But methinks his Refurrecti-
on {hould have been as publick as his
‘Death was.

Chr,
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Chr. It was as publick, tho' not in
it felf, yet in the evident Effects and
Confequences of it. Miracles were
wrought in the midft of Ferufalew it
{elf, and all over Fudea, and in Sama-
rf'a, and 1n all the known parts of .the
Earth, by thofe who profefled them-
{elves to be Witnefles of our Saviour’s
Refurretion, and declared , that they
wrought all their wonderful Works by
virtue of it.

Deift. It muft indeed be acknow-
ledged, that the Apoftles gave Tefti-
mony to this Doltrine in the moft pub-
lick manner.

Ckr. Yes, never any Doctrine in the
World was better proved, nor aflerted
with more affurance and conftancy, by
Witnefles, who could hope to get no-
thing, but were fure to lofe all, even
Life it {felf , by their Teftimony. Tt
was not reqmred of them to retralt
what they had faid 5 if they would
but have been filent, they had fecured
themfelves from danger; but they
would not defilt; they preached it
pubhckly,mtmthﬁandmg any Threat-

- nings,
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mngs they joyfully died for Preach-

ing this Doctrine, and nothing but

eath could put a ﬂcnp to their preach-
ing it, and thofé, that furvived, were
ftill the more couragious and refolute
to preach the fame Doctrine for which
others had f{uffered. Here was no
Awe of Authority, no Conftraint or
Fear of any Power or Force, no
Temptation of any Allurements or
Promifes, which this World can
make 5 but againft all thefe, the Be-
lief of this Article was received and
eftablifhed by Means as {trange as the
Doctrine it felf.
Deift. Zeal, youknow, may be with-
01:11' knowledge, and then it proves no-
thin
: E True ; but what I {ay, is, that
_the Apoftles were zealous, and mira-
- culoufly fuccefsful in pub]:fbmg their
own knowledge. They were ablo-
lutely certain of what they delivered,
and they delivered it in miraculous
Tongues and Gifts of the Holy Ghoft
to the face of their very Enemies, that
had a little before crucified him, whom
they
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they affirmed to be rifen from the dead 3
and teftified it in all Places , and be-
fore all People. But befides the di-
ret Proof in the proper Evidence of
the Fat, never any Matter of Faét'has
had more conftant and univerfal Me-

morials of it, than the Refurrection of
our Blefled Saviour has had. .

Deift. W hat Memorials ? |

Chr. T mean the Memorial of it e-
very year in the Obfervation of Eaffer,
and the Weekly Memorial of it every
Sunday.

Deift. But the Obfervaticn of Eafter
is a difputed Point.

Chr. The Lawfulnefs of its Obfer-
vation has been difputed, but not the
Fa&; and that, which I contend for,
is that in Fadt, Eaffer has beem obfer-
ved in Remembrance of Chrift’s Re-
furreCtion, from the very time of his
Rifing from the dead. Aderins was
the only Perfon in ancient times, that
oppofed the Obfervation of Eafter, and

his fingularity herein - ferves to prove

to us the Antiquity, and the univerfal

Reception in the Church , of the Cu-

ftom
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ftom of Celebrating this Feftival.
And fince his Innovation; the Law-
fulnefs of obferving Eqfer has never
been called in queftion ¢till of late ,

by a few Diffenters from the Practice

of the Church of Chrift in all Ages
and Nations. And I with they would
confider , how far this f{uperftitious
Singularity tends to extirpate, as much
as in them lies , the memory of the
Great Article of our Faith, upon
which our whole Religion de-
pends.
Deift. But were there no Difputes
about Eaffer in the Primitive Times.
~ Chr. There were Difputes about the
Time of its Obfervation, but never
any concerning the Lawfulnefs of it,
but by Aeriws , as 1 told you, who
was as fingular in this, as in other
things. All Chriftian Churches were
agreed both in the Lawfulne(s and in
the Antiquity of irs Obfervation ; but
they difagreed in the Time of keep-
ing Eafter, which is a Confirmation ,
that it ever had been, and ever ought
to be obferved, becaufe that was agreed
on
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on all fides, or elfe this Difpute could
never have been. |

Deift. How came there to happen
any Difference’ about the Time of
Eaiter 2 :

Chr. It appears from the Ads of
the Apoftles and other Books of the
New Teftament, that great condefcen-
fions. were made by the Apoftles to
the Infirmities of the Jewifh Converts;
whereupon the Chriftians of the lefler
#g, and the parts adjacent, kept their

after on the Fourteenth day of the
Moon, which is the day of the Jew-
ith Paffover. But in all other Places,
as well as in the Weft, they did not
keep it on the Fourteenth day, but de-
ferred it till the Sunday following ,
and blamed the Afiaticks as Judai-
zers. But the Proceedings upon this
Controverfie, as we find in the Epi-
ftles of Polycrates and Iremews to Vi-
dor , and by the Councils, which
were held upon this occafion, are an
unan{werable Argument, that fome Day
in Remembrance of Chrift’s Refurre-
&ion had always been yearly ob{'erc-i
ve
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ved in all Churches from the Times of
the Apofltles.

Deift. But is there not great diffi-
culty in calculating the exalt day ?

Chr. To prevent any Inconvenience
from that, Cycles, or Tables for find-
ing Eaffer for a certain Number of
Years, were compofed : a Cycle was
made by Hippolitys ( Diiciple to Ire-
news, ) lels than Two hundred years
after the Refurreftion of Chrift, cal-
culared for Sixteen years : And o-
thers feem to have been made before,
and one of them probably by Cle-
mens Alexandrinys. And in f{ucceed-
ing Ages divers Cycles were made by
{fome of the moft eminent Men of their
Times.

Deisf. Tt feems it was a difficult mat-
ter to be exaltly adjufted.

Chr. But you fee, that Chriftians
thought no pains too much to remove
any Difficulty in a Point of this Na-
ture. |
Deift. But what was the End of all
this Bufinefs?

F Chr.
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Chr. Irenews by his Interpofition
put an End to the Contentions, which
arofe about this Controverfie in his
Time. And it was determined In
the Council of Nice, that Eafter
fhould be kept not on the Fourteenth
day of the Maon, but on the Suzday
following; and that Eafter-day fhould
be always.the firlt Swnday after the
firft Full Moon, which happened after
the 21{t of Ma_rcb and that if the Full
Moon happened on a Sunday,Eafter-day
fhould be the Sunday after. To this De-
cree all Churches {ubmitted ;and if pri-
vate Men {tood out, they were known
by the diftintion of Quarto decimani.

Derﬂ But was the Skill in Aftro-
nomy of the Men in thofe Times
fufficient to fix the Day precifely by
thefe Rules ? :

Chr. To obviate this. Difficulty, the
Bithops of Alexandria were appoint-
ed by the Council of Nice , to fend
out t11e1r Pafchal Epiftles every year;,
to give an account to other Churches,

4an what Month, and what Day of the

Mouath Eafter fell. Deift.
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Deift. But how could the Bifhops
of one Church give timely Notice to

" all the other Churches in Chriften-

dom , efpecially in time bf- Wat, or
in cafe of other Accidents ?

Chr. Therefore it was ordered, that
thefe Pafchal Epiftles fhould be fent,
not in the beginning of each year,
as the cultom had been, but in Au-
gust, to give Notice of Eaffer-day for
the year following. Afterwards the
Bithop of Alexandria drew up Paf-
chal Tables for Ninety five years;
and at laft Dionyfius Exignus {ettled
that Method, which we now ufe, by
perfeting the Cycle of Nineteent
years, and afhxing the Golden Num-
ber to fhew the Day of the New
‘Moon in each Month, upon which
- the finding Eaifer depends.

.Deist. Here was great care taken
indeed , and this was a Matter , it
feems, upon which great weight was
laid. |
- Chr. Yes, it was always efteemed
as the conftant Annual Memorial of

Fa : the
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the great Article and Foundation of
our Faith.  Polycrates in his Epiftle
to Victor teftified, that St. Philip and
St. John obferved Eaffer 3 and St. I-
reneus, a Difciple of "St. Polycarp , in
his Epiftle to the fame Bifhop, fays,
that Polycarp obferved Eafter with St.
Fobr and the other Apoftles , with
whom he converfed. And the Paf-
chal Epiftles were in ufe before this
Controverfie with Viifor Bifthop of
Rome arofe. No wonder therefore
that the Chriftians in all fucceeding
Times were very circumfpect and ex-
alt in a thing, wherein they had Apo-
{tolical Example for their Rule.

Deiit. But is there not ftill a great
difference among Chriftians in the time
of obferving Eafter 2

Chr. This is occafioned by the New
and Old Style: for tho’ both follow
the Rule ordained by the Council of
Nice , yet the difference between the..
Two Styles makes it impoffible, that
thofe who keep. to the Old Style
fhould always have their Eaffer fall

| on



A Brief Confutation of Deifin.

on the fame day with that of thofe,
who follow the New Style.
Deift. How can they follow the

fame Rule, and yet not obferve the
fame day ?

Chr. The Rule 1is, that Eaffer is to

be kept the firlt Sunday after the firft
Full Moon, after the 21{t of March,
which was the Vernal Equinox at
the time of the Council of Nice.
But the New Style counting 11 Days
before the Old, the 21t of March by
the New Style muft be 11 Days be-
fore the 21{t of March by the Old
"Style. So that when the firlt Full
Moon falls on any of thofe 11 Days,
which make the difference between
the New and Old Styles, Eaffer mult
fall fooner according to the New
Style than according to the Old. But
otherwife it is on the fame Day accord-
ing to both Styles.

Deis?. This is an intricate Bufinefs:
and how few Chriftians are able to
nnderftand Cycles, Pafchal Epiltles,and
New and Old Style. |
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Chr. My Argument doth not re-

quire , that thefe Matters fhould be

underftood by the generality of Chri-
{tians , but it evidently proves from
thefe Particulars, that the Chriftians of
all Ages have with the greateft care
and {olemnity obferved a day every
year in Memory of Chrift’s Refur-
retion, that the Apofties, who were
Witneffes to his Refurretion , firft
inftituted this Obfervation as a {tand-
ing Teftimony to all Ages in the
yearly Feftivals and Solemnities of
their Worlhip. Eaf#er, for many A-
ges, was the mpft folemn Time for
Baptifim, as it is now for Receiving
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ;
and as often as either of thefe Sa-
craments is received , they bring to
our Remembrance the Paflion and
Refarrection of Chrift. You fee up-
on the whole Matter, that no great-
er Care has ever been taken about
any thing , than concerning Eaffer 5
that Chriftians always have looked up-
on it, as of neceflary Obfervation 5 that

- when
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when they difputed the Time, they
were all agreed in the thing it {elf;
that they made Decrees and Rules, and
thought no labour and care too great
in a thing of this moment.

Deiit.But how is Sunday tooa Memo-
rial of Chri{t’s Refurreltion ?

Chr. Becaufe he rofe from thedead
on the firft day of the Week , in
remembrance whereof, Chriftians from
the fuft Propagation of the Golpel
have always had their publick and
{folemn Worfhip on this day of the
‘Week , whereas the Day for the Jew-
ith Worfhip, you know, was the
Seventh. One day in feven was from

the Creation of the World of per-
- petual Obligation, but the laft day
of the feven was to be obferved in
remembrance of the Creation, and the
fir{t of the feven days in remembrance
of Chrift's Refurrettion.

Deift. Do you fay, this was always
obferv’d by Chriftians.

F 4 Chr.
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Chr. Yes, from the very begin-
ning. We read that St. Fobn was in
the Spirit on the Lord's day , ( Rev.
1. 10. ) or on the Day obferved in
remembrance of our Lord ; and that
this Day , which was fet apart for
the Chriftian Worfhip , was Sunday,
we know from the exprels words of
Tuftin Martyr. And now lay all
things together , and then tell me,
Whether any Matter of Falt in the .
World has been better teftified than
the Refurre@ion of Chrift, and con-
fequently than the Chriftian Religi-
on, the Truth whereof depends up-
on the Truth of his Refurreltion ?
It was infallibly proved by Witnef-
{fes at firft, as has been delivered
down to us by a continued fuccef-
{five Teftimony to this day. This
Teftimony has been confirmed by
Martyrs, and afferted in Hiftories of
all Ages and Nations, and preferved
by yearly and weekly Feftivals, which
have been, and {till are obferved in al]
Parts of the World.

Diit,



A Brief Confutation of Deifmn.

Deiff. I muft acknowledge that
the beft way, which the Heathens
could contrive to preferve the Re-
membrance of any great Action, was
to appoint Feftivals and {olemn Affem-
blies in memory of it.

Chr. But you cannot , but at the
fame time acknowledge , that never
any Memorial of any Altion or E-
vent among the Heathens has been
fo uninterrupted , fo lafting, and fo
univerfal as thefe of our Chriftian
Faith. Thefe are ftanding Monu-
ments, and a conftant , perpetual
Tefltimony , which furvives the firft
Witnefles, and by a Succeflion of Li-
ving Witnefles defcends to Polerity,
in all future Ages,

Deift. It was not, I confefs, alto-
gether denied by the Heathens in the
firft Ages of ‘the Gofpel, that Chrift
did rife from the dead, but then
they affigned his Refurretion to fome
other Power than that of God,

C

Chr.
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Chr, They did fo; but how un-
reafonably they did it, you may judge.
For certainly , when the Soul is de-
parted out of the Body , it mult be
at God’s difpofal , and is to be ad-
judged by him to a ftate of Re-
wards or Punifhments, and therefore
none but God himfelf can remand
it back , to become again united to
the Body, from which it was fepara-
ted.

Deift. Our Reafon informs us but
little of the State of Souls after
Death, and we know not what Pow-
er may be allowed to Angels or
wicked Spirits in reference to Souls
departed.

Chr. This at lealt we know , that
Chrift declared himfelf to be the Son
of God, that he introduced a2 New
Religion into the World , and that
as an aflurance to all Men of the
Truth of what he had taught, he
declared often, and publickly , that
he would rife again, after he had
been openly put to Death, and that

' he
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he would rife from the Grave pre-
cifely on the third day, We know
likewife, that he declared, he would
impower his Difciples , by the Mif-
fion of the Holy Ghoft, to do the
greateft Miracles. WNow all this co-
ming to pafs exattly, as Chrift had
foretold , is an infallible Argument
of the Truth of whatever he had
delivered. For can we imagine it
confiftent with the Truth, and Good-
ne(s , and Juftice of God to permit
thefe things to be fulfilled in the
very manner and circumitances, in
which Chrift had before faid , they
fhould come to pa(s, unlefs that,
which was to be confirmed by the
accomplithment of thefe Predictions,
had been true ? Do not the Refur-
reGtion of Chrilt, and the Teltimo-
ny and Miracles of the Apoltles, in
the Nature and in all the Particu-
lars of them, concur to enforce our
Belief, and to require it of us in
the Name of God, and by his Au-
thority ? But to think that God will

fuﬂ“er_

75



76

| A Brief Confutation of Deifm.
fuffer us to be deceived, in what
we are obliged in honour and obe-
dience to him to believe upon his

Authority , is to think he can oblige
us to believe a Lie. Jf we receive

the Witnefs of Men, the Witnefs of

God s greater : becaufe this s the

Witnefs of God , which be bhath testi-

fied of his Son.  He that believes in

the Son of God bhath this Witnefs in
bimfelf : he that belicveth not God
bath made him a Lyar, becaufe he be-
lieveth not the Record that God gave

of his Son, ( 1 John v. 9,10.) To

believe the Gofpel of Chrift , is to
bear Witnefs to the Divine Veraci-
ty ; but to disbelieve it, is to give
God the Lie ; for as fure as he is
true , the Gofpel is true alfo.

Deift. After all you have faid ,
there are many things in the Scrip-

tures , which are hard to be recon-

ciled.
Chr. Is 1t not fo in all Books in
the World? Do you believe the

Hiftories that relate the A&s of A4-
lexander
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lexander the Great, and of Fulius Ca-

far ¢

Deiff. Why not?

‘Chr. Becaufe they have been charg-
ed with Abfurdities and Contraditi-
ons by fanciful Men. Ifaac Volfins
in his Writings againft F. Simon

mentions , that he had converfed

with a Man , who was prudent in
other things, and of great efteem
and auathority with his Friends 5 but
who told him, that after the ftudy
and confideration of many years, he
had compofed a large Diflertation
upon Cefar's Commentaries of the

allick War , in which he had by
invincible Arguments proved all, that
is contained in thofe Books , to. be
falfe ; and he had befides fully fhown,
- that Cefar never paffed the Alps, nor
had fo much as feen Gaul. And
being asked , What Authorities he
had to produce in the Cafe; he
anfwered , That he proved all by
Rational Arguments, and that good

Senfe is more than a thoufand Wit-
nefles.
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nefles. Our Chriftian- Faith is foun-
ded upon Matter of Falt, but if the
little Surmifes and Fancies of Men
pretending to Realon, and fond of
Singularity , muft be admitted be-
fore the cleareft Evidence; there is

-an end of all certainty in any Mat-

ter of ' Falt. At this rate a Man
might mufter up all the old Argu-

“ments again{t Antipodes , and bring
abundance of Demonltrations to

prove, that, let Travellers fay what
they will, there can be no fuch place
as America,

Deift. But how many Controver-
fies are there in Religion ?

Chr. And are there not Contro-
verfies and Difliculties in every Art
and Science ? Confider, whether this
way of arguing leads yous and you

~will foon find, 1t can end in no-

thing , but down- -right  Scepticifm.
For, if when any thing has been
clearly proved by dire&t and proper
Arguments , you fufpect the Truth
of it, becaufe fome Objections miy :

e
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be ftarted , which do not take off
the Evidence, whereby it is proved ;
you muft upon the fame Principles
believe neither your Eyes, nor your
Ears , nor any of our Senfes, be-
caufe there is no fenfe, by which
you may not be deceived , or which
is free from abundance of Difficulties
in the Explication of it upon any Hy-
pothefis of Philofophy.

Deif?. But after all, you cannot de-
ny, that there are infinite Errors in
the World, and there is nothing
fo abfurd, but it has been obtruded
upon the Belief of Men , under the
pretence of fome Religion or o-
ther.

Chr. Obferve , I befeech you, the
Force of your Argument, There are
many falfe and abfurd Religions in
the World , from whence you con-
clude, there can be no true. Which
‘15 juft as much to the purpofe, as if
you fhould fay, there are abundance
of Knaves and Fools in the World,
therefore - there is neither a Wile

nor
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nor an Honelt Man in it. But I
hope , you and I may be excufed
trom being either Knaves or Fools
for company : and [ cannot ima-
gine, why we fhould think the
worfe, and not the better of the
Ttrue Religion, becaufe there are {o
many falfe Religions.

Deif?. Yes, if Truth could be found
and diftinguifhed amid{t fo many
Errors , undoubtedly the great num-
ber of Errors in the World would
make it but {o much the more va-
luable. But how fhall I difcover
it 2 or know it, if I chance to light
upon it ?

Chr. It 1s not a Matter of Chance |,
but of Evidence and Certainty. May
not I be certain that I fee, tho fo
many have been miltaken in the
Objett of Sight? Or may net an
ordinary Traveller be certain, that
he is in the right way, becaufe there
are {o many wrong Paths? what
would you think of a Man, that
fheuld always imagine himfelf fick

for
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for no other Reafon., but becaufle
there are (o many Difeales in the
World ?

Deii?. But Men of Parts and Learn-
ing , you know, are never wont to
be fo came and credulous, as o-
thers. |

Chr. 1 am not for perfwading any
Man to be either tame or credu-
fous: but I muft needs fay, that
Men that talk boldly , or that read,
or perhaps write much, have not
always the foundeft _llud ment , oOr
the belt Morals. And to {peak "free-
ly, I never could difcern much
Learning in an Atheiff or Deifs,
Some feem to deal with the Scrip-
tures , as the poor Jzdian did with
the Brevlary who opening it, turn-
ed over the Leaves very buﬁiy, and
at laft threw it to the Ground,
faying , It told him no fuch thmgs
as had been related to him out of
it. Do not fome Men ufe the Bi-
ble with as little Difcretion or Re-

verence> Is there any thing remark-
G able
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able in their Dilcourfe or Writings,
but an idle Rant, or vain Boaft,
and the moft ignorant pretence to
Reafon, that ever appeared in any
Caufe? When you expet an Ar-
gument, they make a iieﬂ: perhaps ,
at leaft they aim at one , and then
laugh at it. But for any Man to
think to bear Jown manifeft Truth
by ignorant Noife and Confidence,
is as if he wonld put out the Sun
by winking , or make a Demontftra-
tion falfe by a Mimick Face and Ge-
{ture. Fools, they fay, are known
by locking wife, ancl a little Philo-
{ophick Cant, and a Rabble Wit, [ets
up an Atheift or Deilt.

Deift. Thefe are hard Words.

Chr. Not that I would faften this
Character upon all, who in this
loofe Age, may be unfettled in the
Principles of Religion : But let no
Man fo far mifltake himfelf, as to
think, there can be either Wit or
Learning in Profanenefs and Irreli-

gion. And I think fo well of you,

Sir,
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