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in the Cure of the Stone. r2y

thy of a Phyfician, and highly entertaining
to a philofophical Mind, but alfo of very
confiderable Ufe in Praétice; for it is like-
ly, that a Medicine, whofe real Nature and
manner of alting upon the human. Body are
known, will be more judicioufly and happily
applied in the Cure of Difeafes, than one,
whofe unknown Nature and fpecifick Opera-
tion, fcarcely afford any Indication, in what
particular Stages of a Difeafe, or Circomftan-
ces of the Patient, it may be ufed with the
greateft Profpect of Succefs, and the fmalleft
Chance of Mifchief ; when it may be moft
proper to adminifter it, and when to refrain
from its Ufe. As therefore we have made it
appear, that Lime-water not only diflolves the
Calculus out of the Body, but fometimes e-
ven while in the Bladder ; it will not, I hope,
be looked upon as an ufelefs Inquiry to en-

deavour to point out the particular Manner
of its Operation.

The Calculus confifts of Water, Earth, Air,
Salt and Oil. Whatever Menflruum, there-
fore, can feparate any of thefe Principles
from the reft, will more or lefs diffolve or
break the Stone.

The Water which enters the Compofition
of the Calculus, is not to be extratted but by

the






in the Cure of the Stone, 129

However, of all the Principles of the Stone,,
its Salt is that upon which Lime {eems to a&k
moft powerfully. - Every one knows, that
Quick-lime volatilizes crude Saf Ammeoniac,
and Lime-water produces the fame Effedl,
tho’ in a lefs remarkable Degree,

And, as the animal Salts of the Urine and
Calculus greatly refemble Sal Ammeniac. fo we
find that Lime als upon them all in the fame
manner. Thus Urine mixed with Quick-
lime, fends forth a penetrating faline urinous
Vapour, which is flronger or weaker as the
Urine is ftale or frefh, or as it is more or lefs
impregnated with Salts. Lime-water has a
fimilar, but much weaker Effe&. FVid. Sedt. 1.
No. 7. and §ef. 2. No. 10. above.

A Piece of a Calculus which had been in
my Cuftody feven or eight Years, being re-
duced to a Powder, and-mixed with Quick-
lime, upon adding warm Water, and flirring
the Mixture, fent forth a weak urinous Smell;
but if this Stone had been recently extraéted
from the Bladder, it would have probably af-
forded a ftronger and more penetrating Va-
pour. |
. May 12. 17750: 1 put an Ounce of Gravel-

Stones with a Pound and a half of Oifter-fhell
Lime-water, into a well-corked Bottle, and,
having


























































































































































































































































































