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the impediment of a grofs and finful body, as well
as an habitual relapfing to vice, and the trafficking
{pirit of her trade, ftill gravitates to earth,

Next, let Jerry Sneak be made to advance,
efcaping from the tyranny of a termagant fpoufe,
.and ruefully crying, ““ Gocd Lord awhat a life I lead!”
while the purfuing Yady is ‘convoped by that gend-
ine and lineal defcendant of FaLsTaFrF, for boaft-
ing, lying, fwaggering, and a grotefque aping of
-gallantry, the very laughable Major St URGEON.

It would be impofiible for Stoicif/m or Melancholy
to refrain from Laughter, on {eeing, with a Printer’s
Devil clafped in his arms, your truly ridiculous
archetype of all miftaken and convulfionary pa-
triots, DocTor Squie, ardently vollying off his
political crackers in outrageous compaffion for his
bleeding country!...and to the total negle&t of
his profeffion!

Many other inftances might be quoted, but to
avoid prolixity, the curious are advifed, in order
to conceive more adequate and entertaining ideas
of them, than could here poflibly be given, to fee
their dramatic exhibitions, with all the author’s
.concomitant energy, in his peculiar, and unprece-
dented ftyle of atting.

Vouchers for thefecond article, viz. focial feftivity,
are all perfons of every degree, who have been fo
lucky as to enjoy your company ; a favour, which
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my error, on difcovering this fhort Eflay to be,
from the beginning to the end, a rational produc-
tion, replete with refearches, opinions, and ufeful
inveftigation, in which the philofophical is not lefs
interefted than the dramatic world. I refolved on
having it printed, from a perfuafion, that to all
perfons of literature and tafte, it muft prove an
agreeable prefent. 'To prevent others falling into
the fame miftake I did, I entreat the reader to con-
fider, that an Effay on Laughter does not necef-
farily imply a mere facetious fally of the mind,
nor is there any refemblance between a work cal-
culated merely to provoke Laughter, and a ratio-
nally digefted treatife on the hidden caufes, as well
as the moral principle, by whofe energy we are
excited to laugh: whence will refult a more cer-
tain knowledge of the artificial means of caufing
Laughter, when thus arranged under a {cientific
method, and of which they had hitherto been
judged incapable.

Should there, notwithftanding thefe forcible con-
fiderations, be found minds fo fax fuperficial and
frivolous, as to take offence at this technical and
philofophical Effay on Laughter’s being written in
a fober and rational ftyle, I muft take the liberty of
afking fuch, if it has ever {o happened to them, as
to feel the effets of anger on reading Seneca’s trea-
tife upon that paffion? Or, if it is to be fuppofed,
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that the readers of an eflay on the caufes of a fevep,
are to be feized with that diltemper 7

It is then abfolutely neceffary to eftablith a dif-
ference between a piture and an analyfis; between
a joke that forces a laugh, and a differtation wherein
a cool and ferious enquiry is made after the prin-
ciple that compels us tolaugh. Let it be remem -
bered, that every analytical tra&t is a work of
reflexion, and that confequently it would be abfurd
to difgrace it with the low buffoon ftyle of a farce.
It can be f{afely afferted, that the work now before
us, is written in the propereft ftyle for ajuft convey-
ance of the very ufeful and deefly meditated re-
fearches, with- which fo valuable a performance is
made to abound.

There needs no more to be f{aid to the intel-
ligent reader; to thofe of the contrary clafs, there:
can never be too much. It was then merely for the
{ake of the latter, that the refolution was taken of
enlarging the original title, and calling this work,
not barely 4n Eflay on Laughing, but more amply,
An Efay on Laughter, awberein are difplayed its na-
tural and moral canfes,. with the arts of exciting ito.
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the admiration, expofed him to the Laughter of the
Roman empire, for having been guilty of fuch
turgid fuftian, fuch ridiculous bombatt.

¢¢ The bacchanalian crew,

Their wreath’d horn &lew, and after PENTHEUS
¢ fleaw.

The {cornful calf! it is decreed, muft bleed ;

His mother’s angry knife fhall do the deed,

¢¢ His fifters joining in the mixed band,

¢¢ With-ivy armed hand the fubjeét lynx command,

¢« And Ewion cry; ’tis Ewion all around :

¢ Eccho repairs, and babbles back the found.”

[ 4

£

£

The opinion of thofe who would fain make /fur-
prize to be the caufe of Laughter, is equally inad-
miflible ; becaufe we frequently fee it to be pro-
dutive of quite different effeéts, fuch as horror,
anxiety, conilernation, and pain; Laughter may
indeed fometimes follow in the train of furprize,
which can never be afligned for its origin.

In vain then to {upport this opinion may diffen-
tients from us advance, ¢¢ that Laughter never exifts
¢ but in confequence of a jfudden attack, and, as it
“ were, a beguiling of the mind; which is known
¢ to be the conftant effett of geftures or words ridi-
¢ culous ; that (according to this dofrine) appear
“ {o to us, for no other reafon, but beecaufe they
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loughing in open defiance of difcretion, when chal-
lenged thereto by thofe pleafant images, with which
the mind amufes itfelf in the midft of filence, or by
thofe entertaining objeéts that chance throws before
us in our retirement.

The check by which we are reftrained in fuch
circumftances, is neither more nor lefs than reafon,
whofe influence is never more ftrongly felt by man,
than when he is infulated from the noify commerce
of his fellow-creatures.—Now all thefe ob{ervations
confpire to prove, (with a kind of emulation as it
were) that joy is the origin of Laughter, but under
the aufpice of reafon ; and when that fupreme intel-
le¢tnal power does not exert its utmoit authority
upon us.

But in order that this principle may be the
readier, and more univerfally admitted, there re-
mains one obftacle more to be removed, and that
1s in regard to infancy ; whofe peculiar attribute
{feems to be that of Jaughing, and cannot be deemed
{ufceptible of that admixture of reafon, circum-
flances, and condition fo effential to Laughter.

1. We are induced by appearances to think, that
an infant (before we are pleafed to allow him the
uie of reafon) Jaughs only by imitation, that is in
confequence of the analogy which his features,
organs, and conformation hath, with thofe of the
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blending fome agreeable fenfation, and a being as
it were intimately mixed with pleafure.

Let us now fuppofe Hannibal, Lucan, Seneca,
or the unfortunate Andronicus, compelled, as was
really their fate, to make away with themfelves,
and left to chufe the means. Let us farther fup-
pofe, that one of thofe unhappy vi€tims to politics
or tyranny gives the preference to poifon, but is
anxious at the fame time to difguife to lumfelf the
rigour of fo cruel a neceflity, and defirous (if we
may be allowed the expreflion) of feeing death
approach under a more agreeable form, he there-
fore chufes to take the poifon determined en, in a
glafs of hydromel.

The fo compounded draught, it muft be allowed,
will caufe a mixed fenfation of pleafure and pain ;
- of pleafure, from the infeparable quality of the
liquor in which the poifon is mafked ; of pain, or
rather horror, from the bitternefs or fhock which
muft always finke us at the thought of felf-de-
firuétion.

A like mixture will be found in all forced Laugh-
ter, whether the violence that occafions it give pain,
or be the caufe of death. It is proper to remark,
that in the torture and death which unhappy fuf-
ferers, fo devoted, undergo, by too violent a fhock ;
their Lawughter, from whatever circumftance arif-
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ing, is never caufed but by an agreeable vibration
in the region of thofe very mufcles, which are de-
figned by nature to difplay the exterior fymptoms of
gaiety, and that may be looked upon as the initru-
mental chords of joy, which whenever touched, can-
- not avoid exciting a local pleafure, however pain-
ful at the time the {oul’s fituation may be. Thus,
fweet things that are offered to a child againft his
will, flatter his tafte, although his capricious fro-
wardnefs rejects them.

Some people may atk, how 1s it poffible that iz-
woluntary Laughter fhould caufe death, if its having
been accompanied with an agreeable fenfation were
true ? But fuch an objettion is fo far from invali-
dating my fyftem, that it but the more firmly eftab-
lifhes it, fince there are fo many proofs of perfons
who have died through oy, as the hiftorians copi-
oufly inform us.

Chilo, a very eminent citizen of Sparta, and who
had even afpired to the throne of Lacedemon, ex-
pired fuddenly with oy, on receiving the news of his
being conqueror at the Olympic games. Denis the
foul’s tyrant died of exceffive joy, on hearing that
his poem was honoured with the crown of fuccefs at
the fame affembly: Philippides, a comic poet,
died of a fimilar caufe : Diagoras, whofe three fons
proved conquerors the fame day in combatting with
the Ceftas, died on the fpot where the agrecable
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news was repeated to him: a mother, after the
battle of Canrze, dropt down dead, on feeing a fon
arrive, who, (he had been told, was flain there,——
If mere joy can be produétive of fuch terrible
effeéts, what muft be the cafe, when the {foul finds
herfelf divided and torn by contending pafiions, —
- However, let not gearh be held as the only effect
which a too intenfe joy is capable of caufing,
becaufe we have inflances of its defeating diforders,
and faving the patient’s life.

Few readers are ignorant of that cardinal’s hif-
tory, who being reduced to the point of death by
an abcefs, was forfaken by his phyficians, and left
for dead by his domelfticks, yet owed his {fudden and
unexpelted recovery, to the whimfical difguife of
his monkey. The fagacious animal, ebferving the
fervants every where bufy in ftripping the houfe of
its furniture, muflled himfelf up in the cardinal’s
hat, and other articles of his attire; refolving in imi-
tation of them, to come in for his fhare of the plun-
der. So grotefque an appearance, provoked in the
dying perfon an irrefiftible defire of Laughing ; and
the convuliion, in confequence, was {o great, that
it burft the coats of the abcefs in a moment, by
which extraordinary event, the cardinal’s life was
faved. Yet the Laughter to which he was indebted
for his recovery, was a violent concuffion in which
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his will could claim no thare. The dejetion of
his {pirits, the fuffering of his body, ‘the anguifh
of his foul, the ingratitude of his dometftics con-
tending about the fpoil before his death, prefented
a very affliting picture to his mind. Notwith-
ftanding which, on the unexpeéted appearance of
his monkey’s grotefque equipment, by its affailing
in him thofe very organs, whofe office, as I have
above hinted, is to reveal the {ymptoms of joy,
there enfued an involuntary fit of Laughter, which
even the horror of death could not reprefs, and
whofe falutary eruption opened a fpeedy difcharge
to the contained humours, thereby recalling life
and health. This Laughter, abftratted from the
happy circumftances with which it was attended, is
to be confidered as an extraordinary blending of
local pleafure, and refletted pain ; becaufe it could
not put the joy-exciting fprings in play, without
{uper-inducing into thofe parts a kind of delight, in
its nature contrary to the then contiguous or ad-
junét {enfations of anguifh.

Involuntary tickling caufeth alfo the double fen-
fation I have mentioned; for though it makes the
{oul {uffer by difquieting, troubling, and tormenting
her fo far, that it may truly be called pain, yet its
effect is produced by the interference of pleafure,
becaufe tickling depends chiefly on a delicate zouch-
ing, that proves agreeable to the epidermis. No-

D
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body can dare to affert, that this flight and inters
mittent impreflion, wounds or even hurts the fkin
in any fhape; on the contrary, by being gently
continued, it invites fleep ; and in prefling on the
fibres more forcibly, no hurt is done to them.

We are now obliged to admit, that by a kind of
incomprehenfible contradiftion, the foul fhrinks
from this operation when too violent, yet takes plea-
fure in defpite of herfelf, and to fuch a degree, that
by the means of Laughter, the is forced to give a
manifeft proof of the involuntary gratification that
1s thence derived.

This inexplicable alliance of counter-aéting im-
preflions, is every ddy obfervable in the Sardonic
laugh, where the combined ftamp of thefe two con-
trary paflions is vifible ; with this difference how-
ever, that the two principles of which we are now
ipeaking, are in this fpecies of Laughter derived from
reafon; whereas in forced inwoluntary Laughter, the
pleafure mingled with this viclent commotion, and
as if it were againft our will, is merely fenfitive, and
appertains not in the leaft to the intelle¢tual power.

The extent of this pleafure {preads no farther
than to the mechanical agents of Laughter, fetting
fome of its fprings a going in a kind of blind man-
ner, without any certain aim or confequence pro-
pofed, and without any acquiefcing aflent from the
throne of reafon. Hence then a diftinétion in due
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Words are wanting to exprefs my furprize, on
hearing you, my much honoured friend, labour fo
ftrenuoufly to eftablith for the true origin of Laughter,
a caufe that has been unanimouily rejected by all
philofophers. For if in joy were to be found the
origin of Laughter, 1f even this opinion were pro-
bable, by what ftrange miftake, or erring propen-
fity of the human mind, have men of the moft cul-
tivated genius, not only difclaimed, but looked
upon it-as abfurd? Were they deficient, either in
penetration to make the difcovery, or in eloquence
~ and judgment to fupport it when once ftarted.
But, fince on the contrary, they have all confederated
againft this opinion, is it not then probable they
found it moft inadequate to what they fought for?

It muft however occur to every body, that the
firft idea which prefents itfelf to perfons debating
on the nature of Laughter, is, that in all likelihood
it arifes from joy.—Yet this problem, when judici-
ouily examined, is embarraflfed from the very off-fet
with a multitude of contradiftions; and of which
here follow fome glaring inftances.

1. If Laughter were the ncceflary confequence of

79, 1t muft always accompany it, which is not the
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confenting to attribute their caufe to the flow, and
circum{peét progrefs of judgment.

I am therefore induced to think, that the mean-
ing of your words is very limited ; they may imply
indeed for inftance, that reafon, by having more or
lefs influence upon all creatures endowed with ra-
tionality, muft neceffarily come in for fome fhare
in the aétion of Laughter ; whence perhaps will be
inferred, that we never /zugh but in confequence of
a fedulous operation of our judgment, and a flight
return of complaifance to ourfelves. WNay, I wall
firetch my indulgence flill farther, by not in-
fifting that any rfiore is meant by your expreflions,
than that Lawughter {prings {fo fuddenly from the
intelligent principle produétive of it, as that there is
no poflibility of afcertaining the epocha or different
times of this fudden operation; and that by a
fpecial privilege, the fits of Laughter are always
co-inflantaneous with the rational or refleiting fenti-
szent that excites them.—But here, left I fhould
be miftaken by you, I muft declare, that allowing
this to be the true meaning of your definition, it
feems, however, to be ftill labouring under number-
lefs inconveniencies, and liable to a multitude of ob-
jeClions, that prefent themfelves to me from every
fide of the queftion.

You maintain forfooth, that the influence of rea-
fon is neceflary to the a& of Laughter ; which
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according to you is prepared and propofed as it
were by joy ; then coolly intervenes rea/or to deter-
mine the emotions in confequence of a judgment
fometimes ripe, and fometimes premature.—But
the adoption of fuch a ftrange doctrine muft funda-
mentally deftroy your own favourite fyftem.

Although Laughter, as fome people will tell you,
may fometimes exift by the approbation of reafon,
and confequently to an examination more or lefs
accurate of the motives which may have excited
thereto; yet that can happen only in fome particu-
lar cafes. But what anf{wer have you to make to
an opponent who fhould object to you, that we
laugh much oftner, nay, more frequently without
the approbation of reafon, nay, when fhe interi-
oufly blames us for fo doing, and even when fome-
times we unite our utmoft efforts to her rebuking
admonitions, 1n order to avoid the fcandal and
offence which muft refult from z//-timed Laughter,
whether in regard to the circumftances of the place
where we are, or of the perfons with whom we are
in company.

Now pray, Sir, what fhield have you wherewith
to blunt the poignancy of {o powerful an objetion.
—Is it really your intention to prove, that the
influencing power of reafon always abets Laxghter ?
How far you may have already fucceeded towards
obtaining that end, as well as every defireable con-
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fequence to enfue, are now defeated by the ftarting
of this fingle difficulty.

Your wonted {fubtleties will be of little or no
avail to you here, for although you fuppofe, that
Laughter may be equally produced &y the ufe, as
awell as by the abuje of reafon, it is evident that you
do not underftand by the word abufe, what every
body does by its fynonymous expreflions of pri-
wation and abfence; but you employ it in the dif-
ferent fenfe of error and precipitation; nay, you feem
very anxious that this interpretation fhould be re-
ceived, and not the leaft doubt remain about it,

Never fure could a greater abfurdity be con-
tended for, than on one hand to affert, that Laugh-
ter 1s always produced by a more or lefs perfe&t
operation of rza/en, and on the other to declare,
that there are occafions where reafoz has nothing
to do with Lawghter. Now you are reduced to the
dilemma of fixing your choice upon one of thefe
two aflertions, a very perplexing alternative, and
from which I do not perceive you can be extricated
with any advantage to your caufe.

Is not this boldly afferting a fat to be and
not to be at the fame time, by your declaration
that seafor is both what does and does not deter-
mine us to Jaugh., Now if it can be proved that
we /augh ofteneft in defpite of her, and her ftrongeft
repugnance to any fuch ill-timed emotions, you






[ 48 ]

nance a perturbation of mind, with a ftruggle of the
paflions, and the noble efforts of heroic courage
almoft fubdued by conjugal and paternal fondnefs,
a confufed mixture of weaknefs, generofity, love,
and defpair.

I chufe on this occafion to quote another ftriking
inftance of Laughter, wherein joy cannot throw in
a plea for the leaft pretext of having caufed it, and
that i1s, when VEnvus is made to Jaugh at her fon
Cupid’s being pricked by the fting of a dee. This
agreeable idea, and charming fiction are taken from
the Greek poet Theocritus.

Fair Venus laugh’d; then whifper’d in his ear,
Ha! do you fmart? who’ll pity you my dear—
Thou, who this cruel bee’s true emblem art,
Delight’ftin tender breafts to plunge thy ruthlefs dart.

It cannot be faid that the goddefs Jaughed on this
occafion from any jey fuch an accident could have
caufed in her mind, or that fthe had the leaft fhadow
of a reafon for laughing. However, this laugh of
the parent deity, whether rational or not, is within
the feelings of nature ; and this ingenious fiction is
the abridged hiftory of moft mother’s behaving
towards their children for flight caufes of anxiety.
Now if there appear to be but a limited number
of cafes wherein joy and reafon are abfolutely neu~
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tral in regard to the art of Lauphter ; there are
doubtlefs a thoufand other inftances, wherein Laugh-
tery fo far from confulting with, or waiting for
their advice, exerts itfelf in an outrageous and ob-
ftinate contradiction to them ; of which to give a
detail would take up too much time at prefent ; but
it may be eafily colleted from the vicious habitude
we are prone to of /aughing at feveral objeéls,
which rather deferve compaflion in the eye of rea-
fon ; fuch as drunkennefs, deafnefs, imperfeftions,
deformities, blunders, accidents, falls, errors *,
miftakes ; in fine, the moft part of natural infirmi-
ties, and generally f{peaking, all thofe objetts at
which we cannot help /aughing in defpite of the in-
teriour reproach our confcience {feems to make to us
on fuch indelicate occafions. Were I to dwell upon
every one of thefe articles, I could not avoid educing
new proofs from them, that reafon and joy are
almoft always at variance with Laughier.

It is now time to proceed to your third divifion,
or rather to your exception againft Lazghter. For
you have found out the {ecret of infinuating, that
there is a true /augh, and another, whofe only merit

* Tllum et labentem Teucres rifere netantem
Et faleos rident removentem peltore fluttus.

Virgil Zneid.

The Trojans laugh'd as they beheld him fall,
And, fwimming, vomit up the briny draught.

E
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Several authors have made diligent enquiry to
difcover where the permanent {cene may be fixed,
where the primitive vibration 1s exerted which is
fo foon communicable to almoft every part of the
body.—Thefe perfons who feem to have the moft
judicioufly reafoned upon the fubjeét, unanimoufly
agree in declaring, that the phyfically appropriated
region of Laughter is in the diaphragm: thus we
call the membranous feparation of the breaft from
the lower belly, whofe fituation is liable to be eafily
changed, and in different manners.

In the firft place it may be caufed by a momentary
derangement of the heart, to whofe containing cafe,
the pericardium, this membrane is annexed ; whiie
the heart continues in its natural movement it is
ebferved to have a kind of tender regard for its
envelop, which it feems in a manner fearful of
offenfively touching, and changes in general to {o
move itfelf as to caufe no unufual impreflions
thereon.

But when Laughter takes place, this equipoife
exifts no longer. The agitation f{preads, and the
heart, with its cafe, feels the effeéts thereof. The
latter is clofely connelted with the diapbragm by
the means of mufcles, much larger in mankind than
in animals: and as no part of the human fabric is
eafier to be fhaken than the diapbragm, it is foon
deranged by the means of a more or lefs violent
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convulfion, which communicates itfelf to the breaft
through the mediation of other mufcles, that by
progreflively afting one upon the other, imprefs
an immediate correfpondence en thofe of the lips,
cheeks, nofe, forehead, and of all the face. Hence
arife all the fymptoms attendant upon Laughter,
and which we have now fufficiently enumerated.

In the fecond place we are to obferve, that the
diaphragm may be agitated by two different caufes,
1. Exteriourly by the impreflion of ftickling and of
awounds; 2. Interiourly, by the violent effet of fome
dangerous beverage, or by the inteftine conflict of
certain humours. But in all thefe cafes it 1s evi-
dent, that Laughter 1s always the fame, and that
its name ought not to be changed on account of
thefe varying circumftances; and it is a meer mat-
ter of indifference as to the eflence of this ope-
ration, whether it be effeftuated by an exteriour
agent, or an internal caufe.

When the agitation we are here treating of, is
vifibly caufed by an extraordinary commotion of
the heart, it then but little imports to the definition
of Laughter, to diftinguifh whether this movement
of the heart be excited by a phyfical or a moral
caufe, both the one and the other being equally
capable of producing it.

The eflential object of our prefent refearch, 1s to
be able to afcertain which is the true region of

E 3
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of dealers, of ftage-players, &c.

It is not unnatural to believe, that thofe late
mafters of Afia, reduced to earn a livelihood by
buffoon arts, acquitted themfelves at firft but in
an aukward manner, and that perchance may have
given rife to the proverb of the Sardonic laugh, in
order to exprefs this kind of conffrained Laughter,
that goes no farther than the lips.

However there is no reafon abfolutely prohibit-
ing us to believe, that the word Sardonic is derived
from the word Sardinia, on account of the Laughter-
caufing-berby, which is faid to grow in that ifland,
were there not fufficient motives to make us doubt
of its exiftence. We are to obferve too, that the
Laughter excited by fuch an herb, owes its caufe
either to a delirium, or to an agitation of the
nerves, and that there is hardly any country whick
does not produce herbs capable of provoking fuch
cifects.

Safiron, through its too great degree of heat, is
endowed with this quality.—All {pirituous liquors
taken to a certain quantity, are known to produce this
phenomenon ; and the Laughter to which drunken
people are liable, is certainly of this kind. There
may probably be found in Sardinia, as there is in
moft other climates, an herb, which taken ipwardly,
throws people into a delirium, and thofe thus affected
¢xpire fometimes of convulfions in an exceflive fi
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of Laughter; but that would be no authenticating
proof, that the Sardonic Laugh is the undoubted
progeny of Sardinia.

What has preceeded, leads us, as it were by the
hand, to enquire into the caufe of another kind of
Laughter, that is afcribed to the bite or fting of an
infe&t called the tarantula.—But in this as in
every other article, it is a hard matter to conquer
prejudice.

Through the fagacity of a learned Savede, this
error which had too long deceived the nations of
Europe, mifleads no more; and of which indeed
he himfelf was cured, but in confequence of a phi-
lofophical vifit to, and enquiry made in thofe parts
where the mifchief is faid moftly to prevail. 1
have tranfcribed his narrative of this operation,
as addrefled to my Lord N— with whom he corref-
ponded. This nobleman communicated to me an
extratt of it, which I have here abridged, with a
view, that it may not exceed the limits that I pre-
{cribed to myfelf in this refearch.

¢¢ There are very few Englifh, who have not
¢¢ heard, at one time or other, mention made of the
¢¢ baneful effets attributed to the tarantula. What
¢¢ had been promulgated upon that head, has often
¢ excited my compaflfion for curious travellers,
¢¢ through the regions where this dangerous infe&t
#¢ vents its rage. But I have been relieved from all
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which is indeed a ftrange and monftrous aflemblage
of contrarieties, which, however, I do not defpair
of reconciling 1n fome meafure, by revealing to you
my manner of thinking relatively to the moral prin-
ciple of Laughter.

I am now going to hazard myfelf in a perilous
attempt, and to tell you the truth, with much lefs
confidence than I have dared to make a parade of
hitherto, in attacking your adopted opinion. From
this moment, therefore, 1 renounce that air of
fecurity which cenfors are fond of affuming.—1I
am now fet adrift at fea in my own bottom, expofed
to every blalt of the critics breath, and can apply
to myfelf what Hamnibal faid when tranfplanted
from Rome to Carthage.

The ground’s advantage’s not the fame for me,
There I wag’d war, here war 1s wag’d with me.

I do not flatter myfelf with the moft {lender hope
of recciving any illuftration from the ancients on
the moral canfe, 1 2m now about to eftablith. De-
socritus, the only perfon from whom we might
have had ahy reafon to expe& fuch information,
has carried the fecret of his own failing with him
to the other world. This Laxgher, by excellence,
has left us no treatife upon Laughter. It mult then
have been either a natural difpofition in, or elfe
an ingenite folly born with him, which in all like-
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lihood, he indulged as moft people do, and perhaps
without ever once thinking of any invefligation as
to its caufe ;—wherefore we may not improperly
conclude, that he had no clear idea of what
he fo much prattifed, and concerned him fo nearly,
and that the truth we are now in fearch after, ap-
peared to him to be among the number of thofe
which he faid were bidden in the bottom of a awell.

We fhould have real caufe for regretting the lofs
of thofe Grecian books, wherein ridicule was treated,
as well as of what the Sicilians, the Rhodians,
and Byfantins, had compofed upon the fame fub-
je&, if Cafar, who at the fame time that he juiltly
allowed them all the praife their wonderful talent
at repartee and bon-mot deferves, had not declared
that they had left us nothing after them, but what
was contemptible both as to their methad, and their
reflections on the origin of Laughter. Not much more
favourable was his judgment in this caufe, of that
ingenious people, called by pre-eminence the Arbi-
ters of Delicacy, and to whom all other nations paid
an emulous homage for their fuperior merit as to
attic Jalt, and refined pleafantry.

Uninftruéted, unfupported, without the eacou-
ragement of example in fo benighted a voyage,
and having but the uncertain pilotage of my own
conjetture, I am fool-hardy enough to attempt
what Cafar’s felf fhrunk from undertaking: and
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fo contraditory a manner to itfelf, as to compel
grief and defpair to afflume a pleafed countenance,
and difplay the exteriour fignals of gaiety.

What judgement, I fay, can we form of an
emotion, that is fometimes fo coy, as to refufe
liftening to our moft ardent withes ; while, partially
indulgent to others, we think that we behold in
them the refidence of happinefs : and yet at other
times, it will rufh fo unexpeétedly upon us even in
the fhackles of anguilh, the arms of philofophy,
the afylum of folitude, and the engloomed abyfs of
profoundeft meditation.

- What can be pofitively determined in regard to
fuch a Proteus, that has nothing permanent as to
its very being, form, or times of appearing ; nay,
is fo little confiftent with itfelf, as, that refentment,
indignation, revenge, are not lefs qualified to rouze
it occafionally into exiftence, than joy, pleafure,
and all the agreeable fenfations? Now I afk what
originating caufe can be afligned for fuch a mix-
ture, or rather ftruggle and confufion of oppofite
paflions obfervable in Laughter? With your leave,
gentlemen, I repeat, for anfwer, my opinion, that
folly,—folly is the principle we are to adopt for the
folving of {fuch multiplied contradiétions.

[ do no longer hefitate to declare, that fu/ly is the
caufe of Laughter, as wine 1s that of drunkennefs ;
a glafs or two of which liquor, excites in the be-
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ginning, but a {flight fermentation in the f{pirits,
which may be confidered as nothing more than
the firft {ymptom of a delirium; fo it is with
Laughter : for if we cannot declare it to be abfolute
folly, we cannot at leaft deny its being a kind of
prelude to it.— A due examination of, and minute
enquiry into this principle will not be amifs.

Although I have advanced that Laughter is clofely
allied to extravagance, yet grant that it is fome-
times obferved to deviate more or lefs from that
connetion ; and in a proportional degree. to its
moderation, will it lefs incur the reproach of that
origin which we have afligned to it / I allow too,
that it is very fertile in ingenious difguifes to im-
pofe on the unwary ; for fometimes this feeming
deferter from folly, artfully thews itfelf under the
banner of reafon : but be pleafed tore mark, that it
15 always unknown to her, nor does it ever prefume
to appear as one of reafon’s retinue, but in her
abfence.

Man feldom /azghs when alone, being then more
{elf-colleéted, and more intent upon confulting the
internal oracle of his reafon; but if any unforefeen
objet, or odd idea prefent itlelf, ke feels an im-
mediate diftraGtion from what he was thinking on.
The ftretched nerves of attention fuddenly {lacken ;
reafon fteps afide, and Laughter breaks forth. This
vifible commotion of the organs, is but the exteri-

' F
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eur manifefting of the diforder that has happened
within, as well as of the fecret defeét of the intel-
le€tual faculty,

Let the rational power be any other way circum-
ftanced, the hiftory of Laughter will always prove
invariable in regard to it; becaufe reafon can never
be made to Jaugh but through furprize: and nothing
in the world can be more contrary to Laughter than
difcernment and refletion.

Hence the motive appears why the Indians, who
think and refleét a great deal, make a kind of vow
to never Jaugh; but if fuch a misfortune happen
to them fometimes, they are very forry for it,
look quite confounded on the occafion, and as if
they had been guilty of an a& of the greateft fully.
Thofe proud and auftere philofophers, fin through
the too high opinion they have of the dignity of
man, and from their not having obferved, that the
influencing power of judgment 1s not lefs intermit-
tent than refpiration.

It may be fafely afferted, that although the pre-
fiding faculty is never entirely abfent, it frequently
flumbers ; and is obferved in a not unlike manner to
that, with which its revolutionary ring obfcures the
planet Saturn ; it being rendered liable to numberlefs
eclipfes by the neighbourhood of this annular ter-
refirial mafs. From an obvious parity are we not
founded to think, that Langhter is an eclipfe of the
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judgment : and needs there now any other proof
than the obfervation already made, that this emotion
has its origin in folly 2 Do not people frequently
laugh without caufe, atan improper time, in defpite
of one’s felf, and even at certain objets and cir-
cumitances, which upon refletion we are forry for ?
To what other caufe can we artribute this unac-
countable, capricious impulfe, that tyrannizeth us
to aét againft every principle of reafon fo far, that
they feldom or never make their appearance to-
gether, but are in continual hoftility with each other.

But fome may objet to me, You feemn to admit thar
reafon is at times reconciled to the noify commotion of
Laughter, and on fome occafions to be entirely acqui~
¢fcing.—I own that there are circumftances in
which Zaughter appears to be decent and not mif=
placed, but proper and even judicious. Yet who
can anfwer that the perfon who exerts it, is not
flatteringly partial to his own judgment on this
occafion, and that the intelleGual faculty may
that very moment be in a ftate of furprize and illu- .
fion. For pray let me afk, how often has it hap-
pened to us to dream, that we were waking while
afleep ? Have not the moft confummate fools cer-
tain moments in which they imagine they have
recovered their reafon ! And may it not fo happen
in a like manner to Lawughter, that being once put
into motion by fo/ly, felf-love, by a return of oblig-

F 2
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ing complaifance, may compliment it with the epi-
thet of rational; and in fuch a cafe /aughers are not
unlike fome infatuated valetudinarians, who grow
vainly fecure in proportion as their malady becomes
more dangerous,

I am now liable myfelf to the very objetion
which 1 made againft the {yftem of rational or re-
fefting joy; to wit, that we fometimes Jaugh in
defpite of the efforts which reafon makes at the very
time in order to fupprefs Laughter. But from the
very moment that rea/oz appears unable to enforce
fuch an obedience, I conclude folly to be the pre-
vailing caufe of Laughter, and that the accompany-
ing convulfion of the organs, 1s the certain proof
of her viftory.

The vain and fruitlels attempts which a drunken
man makes to recal his judgment, cannot vouch for
his not being intoxicated : and the ftruggles which
enamoured hearts endeavour to make againft the
pleafing paflion of love, are too generally the proof
of their being irrefiftibly enthralled. The more
reafon labeurs to oppofe and ftifle Laughter, the
more its breaking forth proclaims it to be an atten:-
dant on folly. Thefe refleftions are, methinks, fuffi-
cient to prove, that Laughter, Folly, and Delirioy/-
nefs, are very nearly {ynonymous expreflions.

That fuch an opinion as this may be deemed
firange and out of the way, is owing te its novelty,
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as well as to its appearing for the firft time in the
{yftematic form, under which I now prefent it} and
yet the chief, the leading principle of my doérine,
is felt and known even by the common people,
though in an obfcure way; yet the beft adapted to
their intellets. Are thefe not frequent expreflions
amongft the vulgar, I bawe laughed like a fool, &c.
The more fools are affembled, the more Laughter there
avill be, &c. befides feveral other of the fame pro-
verbial tendency?——Sometimes in vulgar mouths
thefe two words, Laughter and Folly, are fo clofely
united, or rather confounded together, as to be
rendered by a fingle expreflion, which can be ex-
emplified in this trivial phrafe—1 avas feized avith
a _fool s-langh. |

The thoughts of Count Oxenftiern, that have
no degree of affinity with the ideas of the common
people in general, chime in with them, however,
concerning this particular article ; for according
to his wonted manner of exprefling himfelf, fome-
where he fays, that Laughter is the trumpet of folly ;
and he quotes on the occafion a Latin verfe, which
fignifies,

Immoderate Laughter indicates a fool,
He concludes thus :

Every man of fenfe, and the Jages more efpecially,
Fa
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feel always an admonifbing feruple avhen they LaUGH 3
becaufe be that delights in LAUVGHING much, becsmes
in the end ridiculous *.

I am well aware that the zealous advocates for
Democritus, will not relifh their being forced to be-
lieve, as the Abderitans had done hefore them,
that their favourite philofopher was a fool. But
whether his almoft continual Laughter, were an
habitual matk or ftudied grimace, or whether this
celebrated perfonage (be it faid with all due regard
for his fe¢t) were made like other men, or proved
rather a whimfical compound of wifdom and folly;
it is not a whit the lefs certain, that Laughter in
general has its {fource in buman folly.
 An Italian aftrologer, the AssE DaMascExE,
publifhed in the year 1662, a treatife of about fix
heets, printed at Orleans, wherein he diftinguifhed
the different temperaments of mankind, by their
different manner of laughing. The—Pri, bi, bi, ac-
cording to this droll eflay, notifies melancholical
people ; the be, be, he, plegmatic perfons; the
bos ho, ho, thofe of a fanguine difpofition.

This author makes no mention of the Laughser
of fools; it is therefore to be fuppofed, that he
extended it to every department of /aughing, or

# That nothing can be more infipid than an infipid
laugh,~is a remark which had been made by Catullus,
jong before Count Oxenfliern,
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Tantalus, *midft the water he purfues
In vain, complains aloud of raging thirft:

Why thoughtlefs reader laugh at his afli¢tion ?
Change but the name, the fable’s told of thee.

This poet inanother placeinveighs againft Laugh-
zer by afferting, that the motives which excite it
in man, are for the moft part frivolous and irra-
tional.—If the barber, {ays he in one of his epiftles,
bas cut my bair fborter on one fide than the other, you
immediately fall a laughing. If I hawe on me a fbirt
cworn yeflerday, or even a tunic of the fame day, that
Jets you a tittering.  If my togas is truffed up on the left
Jfide, and draggles on the right, then your laughing roar
tnows no end. How much more ample matter might
you have, avere you to enter into an interiour examina-
tion ofy and found my moft Jfecret thoughts.

It is obfervable in the poems of Anacreon, that
he frequently joins Folly to Laughter : the folly
which he and I mean, 1s a fprightly unthinkingnefs,
a frolickfome levity of mind, which the Greeks
defigned by a name alluding to the amufement of
infancy. In Terence we have adopted a kindred
expreflion, although in a more fevere fenfe, viz,
20 turn child again, in order to intimate the pro-
greflive or entire demolition of the intellectual fa-
culty: which is not, exaétly {peaking, the true pur-
port and meaning of the word employed by Aza-

4
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¢reon *, which with him extends no farther than
fignifying fo play the fool, to be gaily wanton ; and
fometimes too, but then in a favourable fenfe, 1t
means extravagance and delirioufne/s.

Regret, pain, care, anxiety, begone ;

Fly hence : and never dare approach me more. —
Come pleafing folly, Laughter, and good wine;
Death I defy, while I’'m devoutly yours.

But fhould more proofs be wanted to convince
thofe who may yet hefitate about Laughter’s being
not only the effe€t of reafon diflurbed, but alfo of
folly, nay, of undeniable pbrenzy, and even madue/s,
the two following anecdotes cannot fail of making
them profelytes.

Zeuxis, the celebrated painter, having taken it
into his head to paint a woman in a ridiculous
attitude, had no {fooner finifhed his grotefque con-
ception in colours, than he expired of an outrage-
ous /aughing fit, into which he had been hurried by
the ludicrous child of his own provoking imagi-
nation. Another anecdote, not lefs aftonithing,
and not lefs ridiculous, is related of one Philemon,
who died of violent Laughter, raifed by an odd and
fortuitous accident. Four authors of authenticity

® Maiev, to be, or alt the child; whence is derived
the Italian werd pazzia—/folly.
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declare myfelf to be one of their party.—This
declaration being made, my prefent advice is, that
we all fummon up our moft ferious attention, to
hear the prefident’s final judgment on this affair ;
and that on the occafion of his fpeaking, we ftrictly
obferve Boileauw’s important maxim with a kind of
religious awe,

On this grave fulject, let none dave=——r10 LAUGH !

MONTESQU IE U

Before I {peak my fentiments in oppofition to
thofe of the two very ingenious gentlemen, who
have preceeded me in this enquiry, I think it not
amifs to declare my wonder at a {pirit of doubting,
that feems to prevail fo generally even in the moft
common queftions, as well as an uncertainty of
opinion, that feems to imply an imperfeét ftate of
all human knowledge. For while thefe two able ad-
vocates were pleading their caufe, in a mafterly
and elegant manner, I found myfelf twice over-
taken by furprize, as it were, and carried off as a
renegado from my own judgment; to which I am
now foberly returned, but not without fome diffi-
culty. However, my reafon untrammelled as yet,
and no way influenced by the fway of prejudice, I
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mean, next to myfelf, to preferve you, gentlemen,
free from the lure of feduction, and the yoke of
errour.

My firft friendly admonition to you is, to beware
of believing that Laughter hath its fource in rational
joy, orin folly; not but that it may be proved, at
times, f{ufceptible of the latter, as well as of the for-
mer, to a certain degree ;—but neither of thefe two
can be extended as a ruling principle for all forts,
modes, and occafions of Laughter. Although it
may be fometimes made to appear, that this emotion
is very near a-kin to thofe pretended caufes; yet
will it be proved to have a ftill clofer relationfhip
to caufes of a quite oppofite nature ; in proportion
as you advance in this refearch, therefore, your
doubts will be multiplied.

It can be demonftrated, that there is not an af-
fection of the foul, which, by being peculiarly cir-
cumftanced, may not become an occafional motive
to Laughter. Hence at one time you will find
yourfelf obliged to aflign farprize for its caufe, at
another admiration, nay {ometimes even indigna-
#7on and awrath. But befides the impraticability
of afigning any of thefe as the fixed and unvary-
ing principle of Laughter, nature moreover muft
feem to a&' in abfolute contradiftion to herfelf,
were fhe to make effects fo contrary, to be derived
from the fame origin, It is neceffary then to find
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out fonie general caufe that can embrace and con<
ciliate the jarring difcordance of thefe feeming dif-
ficulties, by referring them 2ll to one principle.—
It now occurs to you, no doubt, that if fuch can
be hit on, it muft be the child of fome new and
extraordinary doftrine; becaufe no fuch refolving
principle can be educed from any of the fyftems
that have juft pafled in review.

How much foever any eftablithed prejudice may
incline you to think, that the opinion whichIam go-
ing to propofe, muft be of a paradoxical complexion,
I have not on my fide the leaft doubt of your being
greatly furprized, when the true origin of Langhter
in my fenfe, fhall be declared.—Learn, gentlemen,
that this friwvolous, in appearances, this fportive
emotion is derived from « paffion naturally Jerious 3
that in a word, its extraordinary caufe and hitherto
myiterious principle, is nothing elfe but—pride.

I mean, firft, but fimply to propofe my opinion,
unattended by the many proofs on which I hope to
eftablifh it. Nor will it any way ruflec my temper,
fhould it be treated as a chimerical reverie, until
its truth fhall be uncontrovertibly demonftrated ;
and that I purpofe to do by {upporting my doctrine
on the very fame arguments, which I chufe to em-
ploy in overturning the feveral fyftems heretofore
advanced upon this fubject.

My firft attack is againft the opinion that afferts
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Laughter does not make them become reafonable
men. Folly then cannot be called the conftant
caufe of Laughter.~~There are befides feveral forts
of fools who never /laugh ; but on the contrary, are
the continual prey of an incumbent melancholy,
or unremitting rage. But even in regard to thofe
unhappy creatures, whofe infanity of mind renders
them prone to Laughter, it requires no great effort
of human difcernment to pronounce, that this emo-
tion in them, is not precifely of the fame nature
with that of fenfible people; that it is not excited
by the fame objefts, nor does it know the {ame
degrees or boundaries. In a word, the Laughter of
a rational perfon wears always a ftamp of judg-
ment, which entirely difcriminates it from that of
ideots.

The propofition which we now affail would be
much more defenfible, if its author had contented
himfelf in declaring, that Laughter has its fource
in a certain fpecies of folly which is peculiar to it.
But thence a neceffity would arife of {pecifying this
fort of folly, of giving it a name, of making an
analyfis thereof, and of diftinguifhing it from every
kind of mental infanity. But all thefearticles have
been omitted by the author ofthis {yftem, thro’ which
negle@ he has let flip the only poflible means, he
could have had, of approaching to the true principle
of Laughter, and that, as already olferved, is pride.
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fablimeft fubjefts *? Was it during the time of his
laborious and almoft incredible voyages undertaken
by him for the fake of inftrution ; or, when 'he
went among the Scythians, the moft auftere of
mortals; or vifited the Brachmans, thofe celebrated
Indian philofophers, from among whom every kind
of joy is profcribed as criminal, and whofe prin-
cipal virtue confifts in gravity? Was it during his
refidence in 4bdera, where, 1n order to plunge him-
felf, as i1t were, more deeply in the abyfs of his
abftrated reflexions, he fecreted himfelf from all
commerce with the living ; nay, from the light of
day, and the better fill to avoid any caufe of di-
ftraétion, put out his eyes, if we may credit the
hiftorians who have related this fa&.

Let us then candidly confefs, although to the
fhame of our boafted wifdom, that the perpetual
Laughter of Democritus, derived its fource from his
exceflive pride; and the continual tears of Heraclius,
flowed moft certainly from the fame caufe. Thefe
two philofophers defpifed mankind. The one could
defcry in human life, nothing elfe but a fhifting
fceneof afliction ; and theother only adiverfified far-
cical exhibition. Each of them derived from hisown

* XYerxes who had lodged at the houfe of Democritus’s
father, in his way through the T'hracian territories, com-
plimented him with fome magi of his retinue, to fuper-
itend the education of hus fon,
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vanity this fentiment of contempt, which is indeed
the common principle of Laughter and of Pity.
The arcuments which have been employed to
defeat the {yftem of admiration, appear to me infuf-
ficient, becaufe the fkill of an entertaining perfon
to reprefent ridiculous altions, and to fay {mart
things opportunely, or to give an imitation of
geftures that excite Laughrer, is not in itfelf lefs
admirable, though not {o ufeful as that of an artift,
who in colours executes a finifhed picture, or of an
orator who compofes a mafterly difcourfe, or of an ar-
chire& who plans and direéts the building of a ftately
and unexceptionable edifice. And hence it is, that
the art of knowing how to make others /augh, chal-
lenges admiration from a refletting mind ; while
thofe who are poffefled of this knack, take great
care to conceal the neceflary clevernefs, as well as
the excellence of this operation under a natural air,
with an ealy, free, unembarrafled countenance, to
avoid thereby the danger of exciting that fentimenc -
of admiration which is here impleaded, and would
infalliby prove detrimental to the a& of Laugh-
ter. Now confequently to what has preceded, we
may fafely affert, that in order to excite this {fen-
fation, there muft be united in the pleafing ope-
rator a happy choice, a lucky application, and a
perfettion in the manner, that are worthy of being

admired; yet the chief purpofe, that of Jaughing,
& 2
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would be foiled, were admiration to interfere.

We can now explain why perfons that are the
firft to Jaugh at what they relate, are generally dif-
appointed ; and it fo happens, becaufe by that
means, they betray a great ftock of pride, and
commandingly feem to bid us remark the impor-
tance of their narrative, as well as to draw upon our
admiration. Such a glaring indication of felf-love in
others proving offenfive to our own, the latter takes
a pleafure in baulking the former of its vain ex-
pectation.

But on a quite contrary plan proceed all phleg-
matic perfons; for they, by relating a facetious
adventure with a grave countenance, never fail to
excite Laughter. The undifturbed tranquillity of
their features, and the colle&ted calmnefs of their
manner, give a new zeft to the joke, Now the
beft reafon we can aflign for this effect, is that their
feemingly artlefs, as well as unimpofing air, leaves
an ample fcope for the /e/f~lowe of others to enjoy
itfclf; which 1is not at all alarmed, as in the other
inftance, by the prefumptuous air of wanting to
take the lead, and of anticipating the hearers
pleafure.

What conclufion are we now to draw from all
thefe obfervations ? Why this, that the art of exciting
Laughter is never more admirable than when it pof-
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much as no two emotions of the human ftruture
appear fo frequently together. Now this way of
reafoning may be illuftrated by one of the moft ex-
traordinary and ftriking paflages in HomEer’s
ILiap. You are to know, previouily to a perufal of
it, that a very remarkable difpute having lately
happened between Fzpizer the fovereign of Olym-
pus, and Fumo his imperial fpoufe, the wrathful
and {plenetic goddefs, after a fevere reprimand
from her lord and mafter, was reduced to a ftate of
filence.. For kneav, faid the provoked fon of Saturn,
that thofe, upon avhom I lay thefe terrible hands of
mine, no power can rvefcue, or yield fuccour to.— Juno,
remaining mute, was tacitly convinced, that it was
no time for her replying after fo tremendous a
declaration.

The thund’rer fpoke, nor durft the queen reply;
A rev’rend horror filenc’d all the fky.
The fealt difturb’d, with forrow Pulcan faw
His mother menac’d, and the gods in awe;
Peace at his heart, and pleafure his defign,
Thus 1nterpos’d the archite&t divine.
"The wretched quarrels of the mortal flate,
Are far unworthy, gods, of your debate;
Let men their days in fenfelefs ftrife employ,
We, in eternal peace, and conitant joy.
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Be pleafed to obferve, that this paflage quoted
from Homer’s Iliad, fully anfwers to the conditions
required by Ariflotle; according to whofe definition,
ridicule is a deformity without pain: but even this
and all the other definitions are faulty, becaunfe they
cannot embrace all the different forts of Laughrer.

Some particular perfons have contended for
Laughter’s owing its birth to the /foul’s undetermined
Sfate between tawo different impreffions 5 and their me-
thod of fupporting fuch an opinion is not altogether
unworthy of our notice. They admit, that when
joy is wumixed, and raifed even to an exceffive
degree, no Laughter enfues; no more than there
arifes from grief, when it is not blended with any
other fenfation. But if it fo happen, fay they, that
the foul is in fufpenfe between pleafure and pain,
occafioned by any object of ambiguous and doubt-
ful nature; then, during the confli® which the
foul feels from the concurrence of thefe two im-
preflions, fhe makes an effort to efpoufe one fide or
the other, and the emotion thereby excited in the
organs produces Laughier.

What fine {pun theory is here thrown away, and
to no purpofe ! for fuppofing that it were poflible
to apply this principle to a few inftances, there are
a thoufand others, which this doftrine can by no
means be made to fquare with, and, at leaft, two
thoufand more that totally fubvert it.
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fhall have totally overthrown the one I now attack.

Laugkter moft certainly is not the effect of joy,
but a phznomenon of a quite different nature, be-
ing at times more flow, or more tranfitory. It
often takes the ftart of, or does not wait for it, and,
in that, difplays itfelf indifferently, either after or
before, or at the fame inftant therewith. It muft
be owned however, that there exifts a refemblance
between them in feveral refpeéts, but they are [epa-
rated in the main by very diftinét limits, which
fometimes appear very contiguous without ever
confounding themfelves with each other. Laughter
is fo far independent of any joyous imprefiion, that
it breaks forth very often from the midit of afli&tion,
and the moft gloomy ftate of the mind, (as light-
ning flathes from a dark cloud) but without reliev-
ing the foul from the deep anguith which fhe fuffers.

If Laughter were really the true indicating {ymp-
tom of gaiety, fhould we ever find ourfelves re-
plunged into a melancholy mood after a loud dif-
charge of Laughter ? If 1t were alfo a circumftance
eilential to joy, numberlefs effects muft enfue, and
all contrary to thofe which we daily experience.
In the tragedies of Merope, Athalia, and Iphigenia,
joy is raifed to its higheft pitch, yet nobody is
tempted to Jaugh. All our remarks hitherto concur
to prove, that flritly {peaking there is nothing
common .between them; becaufe joy 1s fometimes
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blaming others, and teaching all to perform their
parts better. 'This I think is a mafterly expedient,
the artifice of which, as to the condué of the
whele, cannot be eafily developed and feems to
belong in a fpecial manner to Englith genius.
This example, as well as the foregoing, puts it
beyond all manner of difpute, that joy is not the
fource of Laughter.

In feveral refpefts, however, the f}rﬁem of joy
may be conciliated with that of pride, as likewife,
on certain occafions, may be admitted that of folly;
pride being a weaknefs that borders very nearly on
a mif-ufe of reafon, or folly, by means of thofe joy-
giving emotions and aq fecret Jatisfaction that are felt
by the foul.

To prevent any miftake arifing about this matter,
you are to obferve, gentlemen, that Laughter is not
excited by every fort of pride, but only by that
{ort which applauds itfelf. For in any circumitance
awhere our fe/f-lowe is offended, depend upon it no
Laughter will be caufed. Whercfore, wanity is the
true origin of Laughter. But the intermediation of
pleafure 1s fo congenially annexed to it, that there
atre but very few occafions where pride can difpenfe
with its afliftance in the operation we are treating
of.

For example-fake, I will communicate to you
one particular inftance, wherein Laughter 1s pro-
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We are to remember, that fl/~/ove is reftrainable
within us, by the aweful prefence of our judgment,
which keeps it within bounds, by means of that
ferious attention, which every fenfible man ought
to have in conftant praétice, in order to account
with himfelf for the emotions of bis foul. Then
our pride finds itfelf in a ftate of reftrition and
confinement. It fuffers by being thus obliged to
be conftantly watchful over its feelings, dares not
as yet to emancipate itfelf, and breathe freely as it
were : but joy ruthing in {fuddenly, deftroys the equi-
librium of reafon, and breaks down all the banks
that oppofed themfelves to the over-flowing of {elf-
love. The mind yields itfelf willingly to the quick
impulfe, whofe infenfible {fway hurries it on to a
petulant extravagance of mind, that co-inftanta-
neoufly makes Laughter {ally forth.

But bow pray, fome people may obje&, can this
Lffem of Laughter produced by pride, and blended
commonly with a [fentiment of joy, be given for a neww
one 2 Are ave to imagine, that it bas never been hit
upon or furmized by any of the ancients ? 1f this be
the only fcruple that puzzles them, they fhall be
foon releafed from the uneafinefs which it gives
them, by a quotation from Homer’s Odyfley, of a
paflage fo very remarkable, and finifhed with
fo much art, as to have induced Virgil to judge it
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could give a trueportraiture of Latona’s extatic fitua=
tion, without the infufed and additional heightening
of a fmile? It muft now appear obviouily to all un-
derftandings, that Laughter is here tacitly defigned,
triumphing as it were in the recefs of Larona’s
heart: and thatif the greateft of poets has affected
not to fpecify it by name, it was defignedly,
becaufe its refult is perfonified in a manner by all
thofe images with which they have adorned, ani-
mated, and rendered it a fpeaking picture. The
perfection of their art confifted in making us be-
hold Laughter diffufed over, and wandering on the
lips and features of Latona’s countenance, with-
out naming it. This fentimental defcription, there-
fore, hath always been, and is ftill revered by all
true critics, as an immitable inftance of the utmoft
fublime in poetry.

Racine, the juft admiration of France, for the pa-
thetic tendernefs of his tragic {cenes, hath attempted
to rival it by that fentiment which he gives to
haughty Agamemnon, avhen the perjpedtive of ap~
proaching glory flattered his towering pride, and Smil-
ingly foorhed his imperious hopes. It is exprefled by
two beautiful lines in the tragedy of Iphigenia;

Ce nom de voi des rois, et de chof de la Grece,
Chatouilloit de mon caeur Porguzilleyfe foiblefe,
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Now; ye celebrated artifts, by whom I have the
honour of being heard, and whofe works are wor-
thy of being put in competition with thofe of a
Rubens or a Raphael, create with colours upon
canvafs, exhibit to us Adgamemnon on the fhore of
Aulis, intoxicated with fuch vain-glorious ideas.—
But while ye are painting, will not a fmile imper-
ceptibly fteal from your pencils, and infinuate itfelf
over all the features of the Grecian warriour ?

Ye muft now be apprized, gentlemen, that my
{yftem gradually difentangles itfelf from the charge
and intricacy of paradox, nay, makes large ftrides
to attain, and eftablifh itfelf in probability. Itis
then doubtlefs a very eflential point for me to have
been able to produce, as guarantees for my newly
ftarted opinion, fuch illuftrious perfonages as Ho-
mer, V. frgff, and Racine, unimpeachahlc inter preters
of nature, truth, and accurate {crutinifts of the hu-
man heart.

After having demonftrated, that pride on thofe
remarkable occafions was the principle of Laughter,
there now remains with me to prove, that in every
occurrence, Laughter owes its birth to pride, and
this undeniable requifite is the diftinguithing crite-
rion of the true fyftem: for which purpole there
needs no more than to fhew in the objefts for
Laughter, a quality that is pretty fimilar to drifforle’s
definition; it cannot however be doformity avithous

H
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pain, as this great philofopher would fain have to
be the only eftablifhed one. This condition would
agree but badly with the example of Apamemnon;
lefs ftill with that of Latona, and not at all with
many other inftances.

There now vifibly refults from the obfervations
hitherto made, that this fo neceflarily inherent
quality in all objets for the exciting of Laughter,
{prings from an apparent inferiority to ourfelves in the
objei? we laugh at 5 fo that on their being prefented
to us, we can hardly keep under the involuntary
fentiment arifing from a vain and prefumptuous
comparifon, made in our own behalf.

tlence it was that Lafona, on beholding the fu-
periority of her daughter Diana over all the other
nymphs, felt that complaifant return of felf-love in
her bofom, which we have pronounced to be the true
fource of L:‘Iﬂﬂ'g?ff?"

Agamemnon, ina like manner, could not, without
the efcaping of a haughty fmile, behold a crowd of
kings fubjected to his power; as well as thofe titles,
dignities, and honours, which had been conferred
upon him. He muft have made a prefumptuou/ly fa-
wourable comparifon of bimfelf to them, and thofe fiat-
tering ideas, according to Racine’s expreflion, muft
have pleafed the vanity of that monarch.

Ameng the many excellent obfervations which
Mr. #oltaire has given us concerning the Englifh
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nation, is this remarkable one. A ¢elebrated
fpeaker in the Houfe of Commons began a {peech
with thefe words : The majefly of the people of Eng-
land would be hurt, &c. All the members prefent,
who had heard him, burft into violent fits of Laugb-
ter. But the orator, no way difconcerted by fuch,
not very polite, behaviour, repeated the fame words
with a more refolute tone of voice.—There was no
more /aughing. At the firft onfet, Englith ears not
having been accuftomed to fuch an exprefiion,
deemed it a miftake, a blunder of the fpeaker,
which to them implied an znferiorizy of his judg-
ment to theirs ; but arrouzed by the manly repeti-
tion, they perceived the greatnefs of his views, and
the fuperiority of his judgment over theirs. The
enthufiaftic idea contagioudly fpread itfelf through
the aflembly, and Laughter was converted into
admiration. -

The Laughing of Venus, occafioned by her fon
Cupid’s having been ftung by a bee, muft al{o have
been the confequence of a prefumptuous comparifon
in her own behalf, founded on the fupericrity of
judgment, fhe thought herfelf poflefled of above
that of her fon; and therefore fhe Jaughed at him on
account of an accident, which fhould have made
her goddefsthip to weep. But Penws being a mama,
and giving herfelf the airs ofa duenna, fhe putin
an unfair parallel, the perfe? ftate of her intelleéts

H 2
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againft the imperfet one of her fon, and therefore,
very mal a propos, yielded herfelf up to the prgfump-
twous and infulting emotion of Laughter.

In the fifth book of the Iliad, fhe herfelf meets
with pretty near the fame treatment from Fupiter, and
on an occafion almoft fimilar. Her beautiful deity-
fhip having been flightly wounded by Diomedes,
made all Olympus ring with her fhrieks and lamen-
tations, the caufe whereof being related to the great
ruler of both gods and men, he could not, as Ho-
mer tells us, refrain from Laughier ; looking upon
‘the accident befallen to his daughter, in the fame
trifling light as fhe looked upon her fon’s having
been ftung by a bee. Minerva, too, made a malici-
ous comparifon of her rival’s wound to zbe feratch of
a pin, and induced all the gods to think fo too.
The exceflive pain, Fenus faid fhe felt in confe-
quence of this feratch, appeared before the tribunal
of Jove’s fuperior judgment, as a matter worthy of
being ranked among ridiculous, and truly laughable
objects.

The fmile of a fond mother, on feeing a darling
child, flows from the fame fountain of fe/f-lowe,
and like every other fpecies of Laughter, is the ge-
nuine impulfe of pride, but mixed with joy, and
confounded with tendernefs. Conformably then to
this notion, muft a Latonay, 2 Cybele, a Njobe, and
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all mothers be painted, when viewing their children
with eyes of retrofpetive felf-complacence.

The unperceived and involuntary comparifon
which every being that thinks itfelf perfet, makes
partially favourable to felf, in regard of thofe it
thinks inferiors, is the firft mover of that {fympathy
which attraéts us to children; and is the fource of
that fecret inclination (which we all feel) of flat-
tering, carefling, and /miling on them.

Parents have no doubt a double right to plume
themfelves on the pride of comparifon, when they
confider the property they have in them, their
rights, and their immediate fuperiority over fuch
tender creatures. But how much more elated will
they be, if, in thofe weak objels, they defcry un-
folding graces, fome confufed and ftruggling efforts
towards acts of kindnefs, or of any fketch of like-
nefs to themfelves. What mortal fo auftere as to
be unaffailable by fuch becoming advances of /-
lowe? For it is in fuch affeting moments, that a
mother feels her proud heart fwell with an expand-
ing joy, while on her lips, a triumphant /mile ap-
which, though fprung from pride, 1s blended with
joy, and ftruggled for by tendernefs. For wherever
love is {een, 1t abforbs and takes in all other paf-
ons. Every body knows the beautiful paflage in
Virgil :

_ H
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Come, lovely babe, thy tender mother know,
From whofe fond looks fuch fmiles of kindnefs flow,

And a little farther on,

Each infant launch’d into the realms of light,
On whom his parents do not kindly fmile,
The pledge of tender care for childifh years,
Muft never hope to tafte of heav’nly neétar,
Or fhare th’ immortal favours of a goddefs.

But the objeftion to be ftarted here is, that an
infant Jaughs in the cradle. We cannot thence con-
clude, that his Laughter is caufed by wanity, or that
the human race bring that fentiment with them
into the world. For is it poffible, that a child can
have, at fo very tender an age, this refleited felf-love,
“this complaifant return upon one’s-felf, this difcernment
of prefumptuous and partial comparifon awhich confli-
¢ute PRIDE ? |

Suppofing now, that a child could be fufceptible
of this combination, can he perceive any thing in
or about himfelf, that does not tend to affiiét and
humble him ; that does not teach him according as
he receives information, how much his weaknefs,
the infirmities of infancy, and ignorance, render
bim inferior and {ubordinate to all the other beings
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as yet drenched and nummed in a profound le-
thargy.

Hence the reafon is aflignable, why an infant
laughs not till after it has received the free ufe of its
organs. Then it forms to itfelf a tolerably diftinét
comparifon of objefts. It combines, chufes, re-
jeéts, and therefore it enjoys an almoft perfeét dif-
cernment of the phyfical good and evil; is confe-
quently fufceptible of pride; and being fraught
with the laughing faculty, faug&r in effeét from that
very epoch.

Now concerning an infant’s repmached ftate of
dependance, humiliation, ignorance, and frailty, in
which nature has placed him ; the weaknefs of his
reafon neither permits him thoroughly to feel, nor
pay any attention to all thefe inconveniencies; and
by the means of this infenfibility and blindnefs,
prefumption finds a2 new avenue to his mind.

Here, the objettor may cry out, ¢ When I pre-
{fent any thing agreeable to a child’s fight or tafte,
1s it through the principle of /e//love that it {miles
at the view of fuch cheering trifles?”” My anfwer
is in the afirmative, and without any fhadow of
doubt.

The child’s foul in regard to thefe pleafing trifles
1s, proportionably, in the fame fituation that we
ourfelves are at the fight of thofe objetts which we
the moft defire, and that a lucky ftroke of fortung
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objedts of ridicule, are always placed in a fituation
of inferiority to ourfelves, It is thus imitated :

When Fanny or Poll unexpeéted appear,

The orator ftammering no one can hear,

And Penus laughs loud at the very droll {cene,
Of patron fo bold turn’d a client {fo mean.

I now return to that audacity or boldnefs occa-
fioned by drunkennefs, and which is eftablifhed by
Owid as a faithful adherent to Laughter. It can-
not be denied, that wine infpires a petulance fit to
awaken the dormant {prings of pride. At the end
of a repaft, the guefts grown warm, begin to in-
terchange earneft looks at each other, in order to
find out the propereft perfon to be made a butt off,
for their humour and pleafantry. They fet off with
light fparrings that foon degenerate into a ftruggle
of wit, {prightlinefs, and Laughter. If there thould
be reafons for their aéting with a cautious refpect
towards each other, then a kind of general con-
vention is entered into, that the abfent only fhall
be the objelts of their raillery ; who on all fuch
occafions, are, it feems, condemned (by defunit of
not being prefent) to undergo the pointed battery of
sidicule. For abfence places them relatively to us in
2 point of view, that ﬁ:rlarizingiy leflens them in
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our eftimation ; as if we looked at them through
a glafs, that both leflens and removes objeéts
from us. Such a change caufed in our manner of
{eeing, perverts our judgment, and produceth in
us either exaggerated effeem or Jovereign contempt.

In all focial feaftings, felf~lowve being then lefs
conftrained than at other times, maketh us will-
ingly indulge the fuggeftions of comtempt, which,
if it cannot be fafely levelled at thofe around us,
foon emancipates itfelf from all reftraint, and feeks
abroad among the abfent, for matter to feed itfelf
upon. It was in order to prevent fuch abufes, that
feveral antients had engraved on the doors of their
convivial apartments, a maxim that is known and
quoted by many, praticed but by few;

¢ Speak il of neither th’ abjent, nor the dead.”

An a&tor who is to play a part that muft cha-
rafteriftically provoke Laughter at its own expence,
will never obtain the end propofed, but by an art-
ful degradation of himfelf; by fo compofing the
features, tone of voice, and deportment of his per-
fon, as to infure for them the Laughter of all be-
holders ; and in this confifts the chief talent of 4r-
mand, and was the only claim to merit which Poiffin
could boaft of *, whofe very appearance frequently
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extorted a laugh from the {petators, before he had
{poken a word, every body crying out, What a droll
Sfelloaw! which was the higheft encomium that could
be given to him, and fuch applaufe is founded on
this maxim, whofe truth we all acknowledge—t/e
more an alting perfonage MALE or FEMALE appears 1o
derogate from their natural confequence, the more cer-
tainly awill they extort Laughter from an applauding
audience.

An undeniable reafon why the moft part of our
prefent dramatic writers do not excite the fame
burfts of Laughter by the exhibition of their come-
dies, as thofe of Moliere and Regnard are wont to
do, is becaufe their characters, even thofe that were
intended to be moft diverting, unartfully preferve
fome remaining features of dignity. The like fault
is reproachable to the terfe and elegant comedies
of the Greek Menander, of the Latin Terence, and
alas too, too much fo, in moft of the late mif-called
comic productions in France and England.

The celebrated Roman orator Craflus, in a cir-
cumftance very favourable for the exertion of his
pleafantry, reprefled the impulfe jointly through a

* Two low comic performers; Prew:lle, an excellent
comedian, had not made his appearance on the ftage at
the time Montefquieu is fuppoled to have pronounced
this difcourfe,

3
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due regard to Scztola, and a proper refpect for him:
{felf.— An effect not quite difimilar from this will
happen, as often as grave perfonages are introduced
into a comedy, unlefs they be trawveflied or degraded
for the purpofe of rendering them the fportive vic-
tims of Laughter, in imitation of Ariffophanes, who
did not fcruple to facrifice to the entertainment of
the public, Socrates, Cleon, Euripides, Lamachus,
Aminias, the embafladors of the republic, as well
as thofe fent from the fovereign of Perfia. They
were all prefent at the exhibition * !

The original intention of comedy (wbich was
and fhould always be, by the means of its dramatic
bufinefs) to excite Laughter, is rendered fickly and
unnerved, by the interweaving of any ferious and
diftrefling 7ntereff. It is indeed not only difficult,
but very dangerous to make twe fuch different and
almoft incompatible agents to operate kindly to-
gether; becaufe each being ambitious to fhine alone,
they feem reciprocally to exclude each other from
the {cene.

The only place where they may be fometimes

* Thofe perfonages were no doubt the moft confider-
able the poet could have attacked ; for not to dwell upon
Socrates and Euripides, whofe fame is fufficiently known,
Lamachus and Cleon were generals of the military forces,
and the archont Aminias was at that time invefted
with the facred charalter of Head of the Republic, and
Supreme Magifirate.
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introduced with any propriety together, isin a third
{pecies of comedy called the agreeable or gently en-
tertaining, which is no more than the pafforal poems
of the ancients difguifed ; for, the moft part of thofe
written by Zheocritus, Mofchus, Bion, and Virgil,
are the primitive comedies of this clafs. But the
quintefience of art, and an inexpreffible delicacy,
are required in the writer, who would hit on the
happy temperature, that is indifpenfable for a
mixed produétion of this nature. The {miles of
the graces, which Anacreon celebrates, could, doubt-

lefs, be painted with fo much eafe by none other but
himfelf.

Beneath a pleafing breezy fhade,

By cluft’ring vines for pleafure made,
Paint the young Cupids now unarm’d,
And by the {miling graces charm’d.

Yet from fuch Zland and jfoothing ideas, from fuch
Jmiling graces, to thofe more ftrongly featured, and
that excite Laughter, there is a difcriminating in-
terval, which happens to be but very rarely feized
upon and filled up, except by thofe'who are pof-
fefled of fuch natural, pleafing and delightful fallies
of genius, as Virgil hath enriched his eclogues with,
in reprefenting the difputes of fhepherds, and their
amufcments. ’
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Who {weetly turning from, denies to grant
A kifs; fhe wifhes he would fnatch by force.

 Thefe are, methinks, complete models of the
agreeable comic ftyle; but the {carcity of fuch admi-
rable ftrokes, even in the poets of the firft clafs, but
too cogently prove the extreme difficulty there is
to fucceed in this kind of writing. However, we
are to obferve, that the /miles refulting from thefe
examples, muit be afcribed to the principle which
I have laid down. In thefe, and like inftances, it
is true, that there prevails a certain degree both of
flynefs and innocence, that are at beft but qualities
of a fecond clafs, and to be ranked below zbe pre-
Sumptuous Jentiment in bebalf of our own difcerning
Sfacuity ; for our readily obtained judgment, that
thefe objefts are comic, proceeds from a proud
and partial comparifon, that induceth us to efteem
our own manner of conceiving and reafoning,
fuperior to that which occurs to us to have been
neceflary to the producing of thofe ideas here pre-
fented to our readers.

‘That very Philemon, who 1s reported to have ex-
pired in a violent fit of Laughter, at what he had
imagined to be a bon-mot of his own engendering,
is a corroborating proof in behalf of my f{yftem,
and ftrongly evinces the influence of /e/f-love in the
art of laughing.
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Zeuxis, without an amazing flock of pride, could
never have found f{uch an excefs of comic merit,
refulting from the ridiculous attitude in which he
had reprefented his old woman.—For it muft be
obvious to every underitanding, that this excellent
painter, and the uningenious Philemon, were both
enraptured at their own infipid and darling abfur-
dities, for no other reafon, but becaufe they were
the authors of them.

The following objeftion may be ftarted on this
occafion : ¢ Although it be pride that makes us
¢ Jaugh at our own droll jokes and conceptions, are
¢ we thence to conclude, that we are inftigated
¢ by the fame principle when we laugh at the bons
¢ mots of others? Our Laughter 1s a manifeft appro-
¢ bation of fuch fayings, and a fuffrage of this
¢ nature feems to be lefs the effet of a partial
¢¢ prefumption for ourfelves, than of candidly fa-
¢¢ crificing one’s felf~love, by {uch a tribute of ap-
¢¢ plaufe paid to another’s merit.”

However {pecious the afligning of fuch a caufe
may appear, yet it is not the true one; which muft
be fought for in another fource: and thus, by our
adopting the facetious fallies, and approving the
bons mots or witty fayings of others, we, by the re-
bound, arrogate to ourfelves, as it were, the glory of
them. For then a fecret vanity makes us turn fuch
approbation to our own advantage, and becomes the

I
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fattering handmaid of our pride, for not letting
them have efcaped our encouraging notice.

~ This appearing homage on our fide, when duely
fcrutinized, will be found to.be but an indireét
tribute at beft, and that the applaufe, however juft,
which we exprefs at the ingenious fallies of others,
and the happy invention of other authors, is kindly
refleCted in part on ourfelves, by way of compli-
mentary incenfe to our own judgment. ‘Fhe praife
due for a happy hit-off, a brilliancy of imagination
and expreflion, we freely refign to the author’s ready
invention; but the merit of adequately feeling,
ﬂiﬁ:erning, and judging, we claim as our own right.
—Who then will dare to diffent from my affertion,
that it is overweening pride which compels us to
laugh at the wit and pleafantry of others?

Why were you fo pleafed at that comic exhibition,
during which, Laughter almoft inceflantly flowed
from you, till you began to difcover that your own
charalter was ftruck out? Your notes were then
{foon altered; and why pray ! — Becaufe Jfe/f-/oue
gratified delights in /aughing, but when offended,
lofeth all relifh for fuch grating raillery ; and this
too is an inconteftable proof that pride 1s the true
principle of the laughing convulfion, peculiar to the
human frame; which it has an equal power of excit-
ing or ftopping. At the difplay of any comic por-
waitures, we are alike interefled in the caufe of cur
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ideas, that bring him in new recruits of knowledge,
1t remains no longer implicitly obedient to the will
of parents, but frequently rifes in oppofition to it,
nay, demands more convincing arguments from
their fide, who, from that epoch of a child’s refift-
ance to their mandates, begin to abate gradually of
their parental affetion, which not rarely on fuch oc-
cafions becomes totally extinguithed: for from that
moment their {elf-love is chagrined, their pride 1s
piqued. Then the fathers, in order to recover their
loft authority, fubftitute harfhnefs -and feverity in
the. place of their late fondnefls and complacency.
Such is the fupreme, univerfal, and invariable law
eftablithed by nature. The bear fondles its nurfling
cubs but while they cannot help themfelves. The
eagles turn away from their young progeny as foon
as they are able to fly and procure fuftenance for
themf{elves.

Butif a child fo circumftanced as we have hinted
above, come to diftinguith himfelf in fociety by
his eminent qualities, or any lucky occurrence,
tending to flatter the vanity of his parents, their
love is kindled anew ; and this revival of affection
for their child, is but the returning complaifance
of their own felf-Jowe, that re-plumes itfelf for
the flattering acquifition of a long forgotten objeét,
now no longer beheld without a fimile of confcious
pride.
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Another proof of filf-lowe being the fource of
Laughter, is our readinefs to /mile at the ideas of
others that are conformable to our own: becaufe we
moft obligingly to ourfelves feem to be the authors
of them. Thus Funo in the Aneid, having pro-
pofed the raifing of a ftorm, that fhould force
AEneas and Dido to take fhelter in a cavern, where
being unobferved and alone, they might interchange
mutual proofs of their paffion for each other; /%-
nus, according to the poet,

The {cheme approving, fmiles at Juno’s fiaud.

Cicero remarks, that a footh-fayer could not look at
another awithout laughing, becaufe whenever thefe
gentry met, they diverted themfelves at the expence
of mankind’s imbeciility, and the people’s fuperfti-
tion in confequence.

Perfons of a gay and frolickfome difpofition, are
lefs liable to take offence, than thofe who are of a
oraver ; becaufe the former trouble their heads lefs
about the formalities of decorum. Moreover, the
confidence and fecurity which are copioufly fupplied
to them by their /felf*lowe, makes them to be lefs
upon their guard, and more open to the impulfe of
Laughter. "

Of this truth we have a proof in the example of
thofc nymphs whom Firgil reprefents as deities, not






[  az6 }

And with the blood of fome poor fwain
By thy perfidious beauty {lain,

Young Cupid whets his burning darts
For thee, to wound new lovers hearts,—

Francis.

The thought conveyed in the firft ftanza of this
ode, is not uncommon among the poetic tribe; for
according to Owid,

Jove, from Olympus® top, but fniles

At perjur’d lovers broken wows.

TisvLLvus faid nearly the fame thing, though 111
other words :

Jove, pleas’d, beholds the ftormy winds
Whirl through th’ air love’s perjur’d oaths.

This {fmile of Fupiter can be afcribed to no other
fource but 4i/dain, whofe engendering principle is
pride.

It 1s amazing how far the prefumption of man ex-
tends itfelf; for not fatisfied in laxghing at the ex-
pence of others, his vanity inftigates him fome
times to Jaugh at his own coft; and fuch an inftance
may be called a triumph over jel/~lowe : becaufe that
very pride which induceth us to think ocurfelves in
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owes its birth to the taking of Sards, the fatal
cpoch that humbled the Lydians to have recourfe
to the degrading employment of buffoons, mimes,
and farce-players ; but on the other hand, I do not
fee how we can pofiibly adopt this {yftem, fince
Homer, who mentions the Sardanic laugh, had lived
near two hundred years before the redulion of
Lydia.

If I may be permitted to hazard a conje&ure,
gentlemen, here is mine.—Since fo Sardanize, im-
ports to laugh in'a particular manner, and that Sar-
danaphalus means a perfon exciting Laughter, 1 am
mclined to think, that the word Sarda exprefled a
peculiar kind of laugh among the moft ancient nations
of the Eaft; that by Sardi was implied a city of
Langi:rzr, or a f:mgfrirrg ctty i that by Sarde was
meant a {miling ifland ; and that the furname Sar-
danaphalus, was given by derifion to the Jaft effe-
minate and ridiculous king of Afyria. Therefore,
from the word Sarda, fignifying Laughter, joined
to the word Ania, fignifying grief, the Greeks
may have naturally enough compofed the word
Sardonian, and have juftly annexed it to that f{pe-
cies of Laughter, wherein oy or Laughter is con-
founded with grief, our felf-lswe then being equally
affeCted with pleafure and anguifh.

We meet with an allufion to the Sardunic laugh in
the Z/iad, and ancther in the Ody/Zy. Thefe two pal-

4
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In 2ll thefe examples it is obvious to difcern, that
pride is the caufe of Foy or Laug&:ar.——:ln the firft,
Juno makes effort through mere vanity, and in order
to mafk the grief that preyed upon her heart,—
In the fecond,. Ulyf{fes {miles, becaufe he applauds
him{elf for the error into which Crefippaus is to fall,
and the propofed certainty of his having vengeance
on that traitor.

In the third inftance, nothing can be more na-
tural than the fmile of Andremache, in looking at her
fon, whom Ifefor bids her to behold as his fecond
felf, the future fupport of Troy, as the promife of
a rifing hero, whofe arm, invincible in war, fhould
one day lay at his mother’s feet the bloody {poils
of their country’s vanquifhed foes. Such were the
words of Heior, and from {uch pride-infufing ideas
as they muft have given birth to, arofe Audromache’s
fmile; her mind being cheared with the glorious
proipeét: but then the anxiety into which fhe is
fuddenly caft, by her hufband’s immediate depar-
ture, dafthes her joy, and depreffes all her foar-
ing hopes. Therefore, the finile of Andromacke on
this occafion, is to be clafled with the Sardanic
lough.

'T'he laugh of irony or of {arca{m, unqueftionably
belongs to it, becaufe it bears the twofold imprefiion
of pleafure mixed with bitternefs.— And as a proof
at hand, turn your eyes one moment, gentlemen,
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8. The laugh of fincerity, opennefs, invitation,
and ferenity, that in a pleafing manner diffufes it-
felf over the whole countenance.

g. The laugh of hypocrify or diflimulation, or
(according to the vulgar phrafe) in one’s {leeve,
which muft be diftinguifhed from

io. The laugh of determined and abfolate ma-
lice.

11. The laugh conftrained, 1s that obfervable
when we make effort to reprefs an unfeafonable
impulife.

iz. The laugh extorted, or machinal, is brought
on by exceffive tickling, or by wounds of the dia-
phragm, or by certain noxious beverages.

13. The laugh caufed by a fournefs of the mind,
defpite, refentfulnefs, defire of revenge, mixed
with a certain pleafure that is in near alliance with
pride. — This {pecies of Laughter, as well as
the extorted or forced, rank under the deno-
mination of Sardanic, which 1s common to
them.

13. Lajtly, The laugh inextingui/bible, as Homer
calls it in Greek, but that in our vulgar phrafe
may be exprefled by the outrageous or horfe-laugh,
whofe explofive burfts we cannot ftop. They fo
violently agitate our fides and breafts, as to throw
the whole body into a kind of convulfive agony.



















































