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March 14. ;752;':

READER,

(Ondernnno perfon rafbly.—--Thou
baf? already, perhaps, paffed fen-
tence upon this unfortunate.--—--But
remember, that God alone knowsthe
fecrets of the beart we-qnd that cire
cumflances [pring many times from
Motives which is impoffible for Man
t0 difcover.--

The following Letter was writter
to this unhappy Lady by a Clergy-

maz, ofior her receiving fentence of

ﬂl';'- < = . L






B F-F-E R
Mifs Blan.dy.

Dear Mifs, March 7. 1752.
HAD it been at my own option, I never would

have chofe to be the leaft concerned in your un-
happy affair ; but fince divine providence, with-
out my own fecking, has thought fit to order it otherwife,
I fhall, from obligations of compaflion and humanity,
offer fome things to your ferious confideration.----Your
power of receiving benefit from any advice, is but of
fhort duration; may God grant that you may rightly
ufe this.------That you believe in a God, in the im=
mortal nature of the foul, in Jefus Chrift, and in a fu-
ture ftate of rewards and punifhments, I am willing to
perfuade myfelf.----As to the unworthy man who has
cempted you to your own ruin, I have good grounds to
pelieve him to be an infidel. If he has communicated
Juch principles to you, to render you more capable of
=xecuting his wicked purpofes, your perfifting therein
will ruin your poor foul for ever. The moment you
=nter into that awful ftate of f{eparation, you will be e~
ternally convinced of your error.----The very devils be-
lieve a God, and tremble ! ' ;
You will, perhaps, exprefs furprize at my entertaining
a doubt of this nature.----What ? you that have been {o
conftant at public worfhip, that have fo frequently par-
ticipated of the moft facred rite of the chriftian religion,
A2
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' Ro be thought an infidel? Alas! mifs, externals are bu

- the hufks of piety ; they are ealy to the hypocrite,---#
“The body may bow down in the houfe of God, yet th
foul do homage to Belial.==--=--God forbid, that thiss
fhould touch you,-«--

And indeed, to be fincere, when on the one hand, I!
view the arguments of your guilt, and, on the other, be=:
hold your {trong aflertions of innocence, to the hazard:
ing of the foul, if untrue, Iam greatly perplexed, II
know not what to fay or believe.----The alternative, I.
prefume, is, you are either a believer, and innocent, or!
an infidel and guilty. But that holy religion which I
profels, obliging me, in all cafes of doubt, to incline to|
the moft charitable conftru®ion; I fay, that I am wil-
lingly perfuaded, that you believe in the above mentions
ed truths, and ate in fome degree innocent.

You have, dear mifs, applied to temporal counfel,
with regard to the determination of your body.-«--They
have failed.---Your life is forfeited to juftice.---You are
already dead in the cye of the law.s--»-Oh | mifs, the
counfel which ty poor underftanding gives, is fpiritual§
may that be more fuccefsful.---May God grant that the
fate of your foul may not refemble the fate of your bo-
dy ! may it not perith and die for ever ! :

~ Now, mifs, you muft neceffarily be in one of thefe
two fituations 3 you muft either be innocent, by not de=
figning to hurt your father; or you defigned to kill your
father, and are guilty,- and conceal your guilt for private
reafons. Permit me to offer fomething upon each of thefe
heads.---- '

If it fhould be the cafe, that you are innocently the
caufe of Mr Blandy’s death, which heaven grant ! if you
harboured nota thought of injuring your unhappy father,
you have the greatelt of all comforts to fupport you:
You may think upon that laft and awful tribunal, before

which all the fons of 4#m-thall appear, and from which
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mo fecret is hid.--~There will be no injuftice;---—Innos=
wence will be vindicated,----=The fcheme of providence
rwill be then unfolded.----There your patience under your
Mufterings, and refignation to the decrees of heaven, will
|be rewarded.—-Your errors and failings God will pity
iand bave mercy upon; for he remembers whereof we
iare made.----You may face the ignominious tree with
i calmnefs,=----«Death has no {tings to wound innocence.
| Guilt alone’ cloths him with terrers: [ To the guilty
t wretch he is trrrible indeed !]. And at the relurre@ions;
iand at the laft day, you will joyfully bebold jefus Chrift
' your faviour, join the triumphant multitudes of the blef~
|fed, and follow them into the everlalting manfions of
1 Glory. ' Foy
The other point I am to {peak to, is upon a fuppofi-
tion of your guilt.----God dire@ me what to fay ! If you
- zepent you will be faved.----But what repentance can be
- adequate to fuch erimes? O mifs! your infamous end is
- a fatisfaciion due to human laws.---<But there is another
fatisfaltion which God expefts to be made for fuch a
dreadful violation of laws divine.----Once, mifs, you had
two father’s to provide for and proteét you ; one by the
ties of nature, the other by the bonds of grace and re-
ligion.----And now! your earthly parent is your accufer,
and your heavenly one your judge. Both are become
your enemies.»---Good God ! what deep diftrefs is this !
where can mifery like this find comfort and relief? O
mifs ! the only anchor which can preferve your foul
from perifhing, is your blefled faviour.-—-Believe in him ;
----What{oever you afk in his name, believing, God
avill grant. For to them that believe, all things are pof-
fible.----Unburthen your whole foul.----Pour out your
fervent prayers to God.----Remember, that infinite mer-
cy is glorified in the vileft finners.----1f there are any ac-
ceflaries to this horrid crime, difcover them.----Make
all poflible reparations for the injuries you have donc.-==-
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Heartily forgive and pray for your enemies, and more
particularly for all concerned in the profecution againft
you.---<Deteft your {ins tenly, and refolve to do fo for
the time to come, and be in charity with all men. If
you perform thefe things truly and fincerely, your lifey
‘which fets in gloomy clouds, fhame and darknefs, may,
by the mercies of God, rife in glory, honour, and bright=
nefs.

But perhaps, Mifs, to your everlafting hazard, you
will not confefs your guilt, for fome private reafons.---o
And what muft thefe be ? T

You may poflibly then imagine, that if you confefs
your crimeto God, you are not obliged to confefs to the
world.----Generally fpeaking, God is the fole confeflor
of man-kind; but your cafe is a particular exception to
this rule.--»You will want the affiftance of God’s mini-
fters.----But how is it poflible for you to receive any be-
nefit from them, if you do not reprefent to them the true
{tate of your foul without difguife ? A fecret ot this na-
ture, {mothered in the brealt, is a fire which preys upon,
and confumes all quietnefs and repofe.----- Confider too
the imminent danger of a lye of this nature ; confider
the juftice due to your accufers, to your judges, and to
the world,~---

But you will fay, Confeflion of my crime cuts off all
hope of royal mercy.----Dear mifs, do not indulge your-
{elf in fuch a thought,----Prepare for the worft.-—Con-
fider how pernicious flattery of this natuore is.---Remem-
ber that God is only a God of mercy in this ; in another
life, heis a God of juftice.----

I can hardly think that fhame has any fhare in the
concealment of your guilt; for no fhame can exceed that
which you have already fuffered. Befides, confeflion is
all the amends you can make; and mankind know ex-
perimentally how frail and imperfeét human nature is,

and will alow for it accordingly. --
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And thus, dear mifs, have I wrote to you, with a
incere view to your everlalting happinefs.----If during
this difmal twilight, this interval between life and death,
. can ferve you, command me.--- The world generally
lies the unfortunate, rejoices in evil, triumphs over dif-
trefls ;---Believe me glad to deviate from fuch inhumani-
ty.---As the offices of friendfhip which you can receive
from me are confined to fuch a fhort period,---Let them
oe fuch as concern your everlafting welfare.—The great-
et pleafure I can receive, (if pleafure can arife from
‘uch fad potions), will be to hear that you entertain a
comfortable aflurance of being happy for ever. Which
that you may be, is the fervent prayer of, &v.

Whether or not his gentleman, in the” above Jetter,
nas not urged the affair home to mifs Blandy, is fubmit-
ted to the judgment of the public,

tlere follows verbatim her anfiver,
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Monday, March 9. 1751

Reverend Sir,

now fo ill of body, that nothing but gratitude to yos

for all your goodnefs could have enabled me to write:

---1 have with great care and thought often read over yow

kind advice; and will, as well as the {ad condition I am

in will give me leave, /peak the truth.--- _.

The firlt and molt material to my poor foul is, tha:

I believe in God the father, and in his blefled fon Fefui

Chrift, who, I verily belicve, came into the world to fave
linners ; and that he will come again-to judge the world|

and 1hat we muft all give an account in our own bodies, anel
receive the reward of a gosd or ill [pent life; that God ii
a God of juftice, but of mercy too; and that by repentancel
all may be faved. As to the unworthy man you mention)
I never heard finer leflons come from any one.----Had
he, fir, thewn really what he may be, (an infidel), I ne«
ver fhould have been fo deceived ; for ofall crimes, #/ait
ever fhocked me moft.----No, fir; I owe all my mi-
{eries to the appearances of virtue;---by that deceive
and ruined in this world, but hope through Chrift to be
pardoned. I was, and never denied it, the fatal inflrument
but knew not the nature of, nor had a thought thefe pows
ders could hurt. Had I not deftroyed his letters, all
muft have been convinced; but, like all the reft, he
commanded, and I obeyed, and burnt them. There it
an account, as well as I was able to write, which I fent
to my uncle in London.--«That * 1 here fend you. Go

I Did not receive your’s till /funday night late; and an

¥ Vide her Narrative which follows this Letter.
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knows never poor foul wrote in more pain, and I now
am not able hardly to hold mv pen.----But will not
conclude this without explaining the true fate of my mind,
As 1 did not give this fatal powaer to kill or hurt my poor
father 3 I hope God will forgive me, with repentance for
the ill ufe I have made of that fenfe he gave me, and
not be for ever angry with me. Death I deferve, for
aot being better on my guard againft my grand enemy ;
for loving and relying too much or-the human part. I
10pe (when all is done that friends. can do for me to
ave that life which God has given me, and which, ifto
lalt thefe hundred years, would be too fhort for me ta
repent, and make amends for the follies I have commit-
ted) I fhall have fuch help from my God, as to convince
my poor friends / die a chriftian, with hopes of forgivenefs
through the meritsof our advocate andmediator Fefus Chrift.

I beg, my dear {ir, you will excufe my writing more,
md will believe I am truly fenfible of your goodnefs to
me.---May God blefs you, fir, and fend you happinels
1ere and hereafter.--+--I beg my duty to my poor uncle
sray him to forgive, and pity, and pray for me.---I beg
ny tendereft withes to Mrs Moanteny; and if fhe can
erve me with the B p of W , or any other, I
rnow fhe will do it.—Pray comfort poor Ned H earne,
ind tell him I have the fame friendfhip for him as ever,
——And pray fir, coptinue your friendfhip and good
vifhes to, \

Reverend Sir,
Your truly affeded,

miich obliged humble Servant,

MARY BLANBY,
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Wiﬁ‘ Braxoys NARRATIVE, referred rﬁ
én the foregoing Letter, .

-

Oh! Chriftian Reader,

Y misfortunes have been, and are fuch as never
woman felt before.----Oh! let the tears of the’
uretched move human minds to pity, and give ear to
ny fad cafe, here wrote with greatelt truth.----It is im-
ofible indeed, in my unhappy circumftances, to re-
olle¢t half of my mistortunes, fo as to place them in a
troper light.----Let fome generous breaft then do that
ior the miferable,----and God will reward goodnefs to-
bards an unhappy, deceived, ruined woman.----Think
¥hat power man has over our fex, when we truly love !
and what woman, let her have what fenfe fhe will, can
rand the arguments and perfuafions men will make ufe
'f?—-—Do not think that by this I mean, that [ eper
was, or could have been perfuaded to hurt one hair of my fa-
Yer’s head. No ;--—what I mean is . n’s bafenefs
nd art, in making me believe that thofe powders were
nnocent, and would make my father love him.——He
ave my father fome himfelf more than a year before
e died,—and faid, that when he gave it him, that he
IC———--n] had took feveral papers of it himfelf. I
w nothing” of any'ill effects from thefe powders on my fa-
% ; nor 8id he complain of any one diforder, more
jan what he has ever been fubjeé to above thefe ten
wars, the gravel and the heart-burn, except when he bad
se gravel coming on him; and he never was lefs afflice
B 2 '
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ted with thefe diforders than during the laft year of hief
lite, in which he never took one medecine from his a<
pothecary, as he made oath in court.

Mr G——n, foon after he gave thefe powders to m
father, faid to me, do you not fee that your father is
kinder to me ? I now will venture to tell him, that
cannot get the appeal lodged this feflions, (meaning hi
affair in Scot/and) 3 upon which he went to my father’s
ftudy, and told him. They beth came out togethex
in great good humour, and my father faid not one wor
again{lt my waiting another feflions, |

Mr (—-—u came to our houfe in the beginning o
Aguft, or latter end of Fuly, ftaid with us fome monthss,
and then he faid he was obliged to go for Scotland,
My father feemed not pleafed with him at firlt,—--but
they parted in great friendfhip, I thought ;---and I receiv=+
ed aletter from € ——# (which is now among my papers))
full of refpe@ and tendernefs for my father.—-But foom
after he was gone, my father, who had either heard fome!
ill of him, or was tired of fo long an affair, told me tos
Yet mr C——n know, that T would wait the next feflions 3;
- but he muft not come to his houfe till his aflairs in Scot=:
dand were fettled.——1T obeyed his commands, and had|
a letter full of love, and feeming mifery, back in anfwer:
to mine; that he found that he had loft my father:s love,,
and feared he fhouid mine too.—-He got his mother and|
fulters to write to my father, and feemed to do all in his;
power to force him to love him.

Some time after this he fent me word, that he had met!
with his old friend Mrs Morgan in Scotland, and that he!
would get fome of thofe powders he had before; and|
begged of me, if I loved him, to give them to my father s
for that they would make him kind to us again in this
affair, and make him ftay with patience till the next
feflions; when, upon his word, the appeal fhould be
Yodged.——1 wrote him back word, 7 did not care for




| {15)
oing ity leaft it fhould hurt my father's health.—e-He
wrote me word, That it was quite innocent, andcould not
burt him: and how could I think that he would [end any
thing to hurt a father of mine ? and that felf intereft would
be reafon enough for him to take care of his health.-—
Now, in this place, I myft beg to clear up one thing,
-That I imagined my poor father rich, and that Mr
----- n did the fame,---As to myfelf, it is, by all that
s good, falfe. 1 have often told Mr (------ ny 1 knew my
E'ﬁ'.tbfr was not worth what the world faid ; but that, if he
lived, I did net doubt but he would provide for us and
Emurs, as his bufinefs was fo great, and life retired.----I

1en fuppofed that Mr C------ n meant, by faying, That
Wis own interefls would make him careful, to refer to fuch
Hifcourfe.----- '

Mr C--=-n- # having then fuch firong reafons to know
mow neceflary my father’s life muft be, and I believing
vhis honour to be fo great, and that his love was ftill
jpreater; thefe were the reafons of my not mifirufting
ithat the powder would hurt my father, if I mixed it
wvith his tea. It not mixing well, I threw it away, and
mvrote him word, f would not try it again, for it would
We difcovered. This they bring againft me. But is it
mot reafonable to imagine, that if any perfon was to dif=
wover that a powder had been given them, to force them
to love any one, would not a difcovery of this nature
produce a very different effe@ ? would it not fix refent~
mment ¢ This would have been, at that time, death to
mne; f{uch was my opinion of C-----7, and for this rea-
on I ufcd the afore-faid words.---- -

But to proceed.----On my writing to Mr (-----.n that
it would not mix in tea, he told me to mix it in gruel.
w--=-1 received the powders in Fune ; but did not put any
iinto his gruel till the sth of Aguft; when I fatally obey-~
wed Mr C-----n’s orders, and was innocently the inftra-
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ment of death, as they fay, to the beft of father’s:
brought difgrace to my family, and fhameful déat
“to mylelf, sunlefs my hard cafe, here truly  repre
fented, recommends me to royal pity, clemency, an
compaflion. And as [ here declare, and as I Jook upo

my/elf as a dying woman, I never did defign to hurt my fa:
ther, but thought the powder innocent, as C------ 7 tole
me it was.----Let me be punifhed for my follies, but ne
lofe my life.----Sure it is hard to die for ignorance, ang
too good an opinion of a villain !- -Muft the falfities anc
malice with which I have been purfued with, prevail f
far as to take away my life?--=-O confider my misfor=
tunes, and indeed it wilLfill your eyes with tears; you
muft pity me, and fay, Never was poor foul fo hardly,
ufed.----But peace, my heart.-----1 gave my father the
pnwder on Munday night 5 on Tuefday he complained.,
----] fent for the apothecary; who came, and faid hey
would fend him fome phyfic. In the evening mi,r fathepr
faid he would have fome water-gruel. ---- I never went outt
_to order this and knew not whether it was the fame or!
no as he had on Monday, as that he drank on Monlay
was made either on Saturday or Sfm::’ay.----Hnwever;,
on the Wednefilay my father took phyfic, and was better s,
came all Thur/day down into the parlour, as alfo on!
Friday 3 +=--Mr Norton, by my defire, all this time attend-
ing him very often.-----And Mr Nortondid in the court
declare, that I was the Ferfon that did fend for a phy=
fician, and would have [ent before, if thought neceffary.
se-=When I found my father {o ill, 1 fent, unknown to
him, for Dr Addington. The do&or, faid, he believed:
he was in great danger,=---1 defired Dr 4----# to attend
him, and come the next day j----which he did.----On,
Monday morning, going into my father’s room early, .
(for though I never from his firlt diforder left him long
in the day, yet his tendernefs would not let me fit up
all night with him), I was denied to fee him.---~This f@
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It is not in human nature to declare what I fuffer

at that time,---God grant that no ‘one ever may

ain,----

5 When my father was dead, though miftrefs of myfelf
my keys, fervants, two horfes in the ftable, all my
own ;---yet I never quitted my room.----Though non
dared to moleft me, I never ftirred.----They fay, tha
I walked about my room for hours; but I hardly re-
member any thing.—--much is now faid of my trying
to bribe my fervants. How contrary to truth !----As
for bribing Betty my cock; of all my fervants fhe wasy
my greatelt enemy throughout my misfortunes ;-ae-And!
an attempt to bribe her muft furely be the ftrongeft in-
ftance of lunacy,-----of one not in her right mind.-----j
own 1 fhould have been glad not to have gone to jail 3
as who would not 2 but then I would with pleafure haves
refigned myfelf up at the aflizes, and ftood the chance off
life or death. I did not at that time imagine that I had]
fuch enemies, or that human nature could be fo wicked|
and abandoned.----On the Thur/day my father was to be:
opened.----In the morning Su/anna Gunnel fent for me,,
being indifpofed : when I faw her, fhe begged that I’
would bring Mr (-----7 to juftice, which was the requeft:
and commands of her dying mafter ; and that if any thing -
Eave him concern in his laft mements, it was an appres
enfion of his efcaping, being a man of quality, and in-
terelt among the great.----1 replied, that I would do all!
in my power,----and went down into my room again.
Soon after Dr Lewis came into my room, and I found

~ by him that my poor father’s body was to be opened as
that morning.  As foon as he was gone, I could not
bear to {tay in the houfe, but walked out.----Let reafon
judge whether I intended an efcape.—--My drefs was an
half-fack and peticoat, made for a hoop, " and the fides
very long; neither man nor horfe to aflit me; and, ag
they fay, I walked as flow as foot could fall; half the
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n at my heels; and but for the merey of a woman,
ho fheltered me in her houfe, had perhaps, loft my life.
--When I was fent for back by the juftices, the gentle-
1an who conveyed me to my houfe, witnefled that I
aanked him.  Surely this cannot be interpreted an at-
lzmpt to efcape, , -

In confequence then of the words which, during thefe
selancholy and diftrating fcenes, 1 had fpoke to Dr
ddington, that I was innocent of the nature of the pow-
2rs, but had given them to my father,----I was fent ta
rifon, where I was till my trial, and am now in fafe
aftody,----The untruths which have been told of me,
ne meflengers fent after me, to fee if I was fafe, the
rutting me in Irons, (though fo weak and ill, that m
ywn body was too much to carry about), the bafenefs
md wickednels of printing the depofitions to hurt me
wvith the jury; under all this I bore up from knowing
iny innocence.

But give me leave to mention what happened at my
rial.----I was bought to the bar; and mult do the judg-
5, and all the gentlemen of the law, that juftice, that
ey ufed me as a gentlewoman fhould be, though un=
ortunate.----I muft however obferve, that

When the judges read and fummed up the evidence,
w indeed when any thing was faid in court, there was
ach a noife, that the jury, I am fure, could not hear
ne evidence; and I hope I fhall be forgiven, if I fay,
nat fome of them feemed not to give that attention I
nink they ought,----Nay, the judges were often obliged
o fpeak for filence in the court, and bid them for fhame
et the jury hear and attend. When all the witneffes
vere examined on both fides, the judge gave his charge
'ke a man fit to hold the fword of jultice; and my
ounfel and friends were in great hopes for me.—-But,
poft furprifing treatment! without going eut of the
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court, without being any time confulting, their verdi|
was,—Guilty ! —-God’s will be done.- My behav?
our at my trial, and when fentence was pafled, I lea
to the world.-—My enemies, as they have done all
long, may mifinterpret it, and call innocence and chri
1an courage hardened guilt.--—But let them know, th
nothing but innocence could {tand the fhock of fuch res
peated misfortunes, and profpeét of death.

O chriftian reader ! remember what bleflings will attene
you for defending the erphan, the injured, and the des
ceived.-—And if the dead are fenfible of what the living
do ;-—what prayers muft not my dear parents power ouy
before the throne of mercy for fuch charity,-—for en-
deavouring to refcue their only child and ‘much-lovec
daughter from a fhameful death.----Drop pen ;---my
fpirits, harrafled out with forrow, fail.----God almighty
preferve you and yours from fuch misfortunes,——and

rcceive my poor foul into the arms of his mercy, throught
Jefus Chrift, Amen.

Whofoever thou art, whofe eyes drink in this fad
and moving tale, ---indulge one tear: remember the in
ftability of fublunary things, and judge no man happy|
till he dies, , -

N TS



EFET T ER

Occafioned by reading of

Mifs BLANDYS trial.

SIR,

His morning a paper was fent me inclofed, called,
The genuine trial of Mary Blandy, /pinfter, at ox-
ford, for poifoning her late father, Francis Blandy,
wnt, &c. To whom I am indebted for this favour, I
now not ; but when I had once read the title of the
wmphlet, I was infenfibly led on to read the whole: for
'deed, when I was well acquainted with the reality of the
i@, I had gone too far to recede. Nor was curiofity
w only motive for perufing the trial ; though this is a
affion, for the gratification of which we often fuffer
reat pains; as we fee young people liften atteniively to
ie ftories of apparitions, notwithftanding all the terrors
hich fuch relations are feen to raife in their minds. In
%, I had another view, I read on in hopes of meet-
'g with fome circumftances that might a little alleviate
ie dreadful guilt imputed to the accufed, and in fome
pﬁree leflen thofe horrors which I had conceived at the
+t idea of a child’s poifoning her father.

In this endeavour I have had fome fuccefs, T know
ot in what light this miferable wretch may appear to
thers 5 but to me there is a circumitance of fome com-
ulion in her cafe: aad though ne man living can more

C 2
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sbhor her crime, yet I am not altogether without pivy,
for the moft wretched, at this day, of all human race.
Mifs Blandy had the education of a gentlewoman. Shé
was received as fuch in the country where fhe lived ; and
her bchaviour and converfation was {o agreeable, that
ladies of great rank and fathion were fond and defirous
of her acquaintance. fhe was amiable, fpritely, and ex«
treamly good-humoured; and was efteemed as one of the
principal ornaments of the polite affembly at Reading.
Such was her demanor in general. To her father, fhe
was an affe@tionate, dutiful, refpeétful child. This ma~

ny witneffes fwore at her trial ; this the witnefles againft|
ber confelled,

T'ill at the lalt a cruel Jpoiler came 4

till that damned villain chranflon, as the poor father fa:
Jultly called him, returned the kindeft offices of hofpita=
- lity by the ruin of a poor love-fick girl; by bringing the
Ifathe'r to the grave, and the daughter to the gal«
ows.

Here then is the caufe of all that tragedy which hath
happened in this little innhocent family, of indeed the
total deftruétion of a kind and tender father, of an af-
fectionate and dutiful daughter, The villain crept inta
the unguarded heart of this thoughtlefs girl. There he
firlt infufed thofe poifonous fentiments, which were
afterwards to convey arfenic into the veins of the beff]
and tendereft of fathers. '

For this fa&t we will leave the condemned criminal tor
the execution of that fentence, which fhe hath fo juftly;
received from an earthly judge; and to that mercy,
which I hope a fincere penitence will obtain for hen
from that moft awful, molt tremendous tribunal where
fhe muft fo fhortly appear.

- Let us for 2 moment only caft oureyes on the wretch
who hath caufed all this, who hath hitherto efcaped thes
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hands of juftice; perhaps to be more exquifitely punith=
'ed in the ftate of a profligate abandoned fugitive; fent,
like the firfl murderer, to wander over the earth, till he
Ig’lﬂll cry with Gain, My punifbment is greater than { can
toear., ;
But I will leave this wretch likewife to the horrors of
'kis own confcience, to wandering, to beggary, to fhame,
to contempt.  This letter is defigned for the ufe of the
lovelieft, and. I fincerely think, the beft part of the cre=
ation, who feldom ftray but when they are mifled by
men ; by whom they are deceived, corrupted, betrayed,
and often brought to deftru¢tion, both of foul and body.
In the fequel, therefore, I will treat in general of thefe
corrupters of the innocence of women; and of the ex-
tream bafenefs, as well as cruelty of this practice, how
favourably foever the world may pleafe to receive it.
"This bafe and barbarous man was, they fay, an officer
in the army ; afort of people who, 1know not for what
-reafon, live in an eternal {tate of real hollility with the
female fex; and feem to think, that by deltroying our
encmies in war, they contraét a right to defltroy our wives
and daughters in time of peace.

1 would not be here underftood to infinuate that there
‘are many Cranflons to be found in the Englifh army, On
the contrary, I fincerely believe it would be difficult, per=
haps impoflible, to pick out fuch another. Yet certain
it is, that through the prevailance of cuftom, the ruin
of a woman is far from being regarded amongft our mili-
tary gentlemen, or indeed amongit others, with that
abhorrence and deteftation which it deferves. Tt is often
‘made the fubjeét of mirth ; nay, I am deceived, ifinf(tead
‘of being confidered on the man’s fide as a mark of dif«
grace, it is not fometimes treated as a point of honour,
viewed in the light of a vitory, and thought to add new
laurels to thofe which have been acquired in the field,
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The reafon of this, in a great meafure, is the levity
with which this matter hath been handled by fome of our
fathionable authors ; who, inftead of expofing fo execra=
ble a vice in its proper odious colours, have given it the
foft term of gallantry ; have at moft endeavoured to make
it the fubjeét of ridicule; I am affraid have even repre-
fented it in an amiable light to their readers.

I will endeavour therefore to {trip the monfter of all
its borrowed ornaments, and to difplay it in its native
and’true deformity ; fuch as I think cannot fail of at=
tracting all that abhorrence which is its due.

I fhall at prefent pafs by all thofe difwafive arguments
which religion affords againft this praétice. thefeare al-
ready well known ; and if they are not fufficient to deter
men, the reafon is but too obvious, as well as deplorable.

But though many of my gay readers may be ready e-
nough to own that they have no faith; there are few, I
believe, who will own they have no honour. If they have
vanity in defiring to be thought no chriftians, they will
at lealt be afhamed of being no gentlemen.

Firlt, then, can any thing be more difhonourable than
to engage in a combat with one who is greatly inferior
in flrength ? and this is furely the cafe in all the attacks
on the virtue of women, For, without any difparage-
ment to the underftanding of my fair countrywomen,
their hearts are at lealt weaker than ours; and it is the
heart of the woman which is aimed at in all thefe en-
gagements,

And in what manner are thefe attacks carried on ? is
not the bafeft fraud and treachery conftantly ufed on this
occaflion ? doth any man, when he fir{t aims at this con-
queft, fairly and openly aflert his evil intentions ? doth
he declare war again(t that chaftity and: honour which he |
means to violate? On the contrary, doth he not ap-
proach with {miles and cringes, with foothing and flat-
tery, with proteltations, vows, and oaths of the tender-
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 love and the fincereft friendfhip ? By thefe means,
he innocent heart of a poor thoughtlefs girl is in a man-
er bribed to betray its owner in the arms of her feducer,

If we confider the matter therefore in this warlike light,
he affailant, inftead of intitling himfelf to any honour by
ach a conquelt, deferves truly an appellation which few
nilitary men will afte®, namely, that of a treacherous
oward. :

And what fhall we fay of this vice, when thrown une
ler another allegory, and that too a very faniliar one to
ur fine gentlemen !  'What do we fay of the gamefter
vho throws a levant ; who draws another in to play for
large ftake, while he himfelf depofites nothing real on
he other fide? Would not all men allow fuch a
erfon to be a cheat and a pick pocket? and what
s he who engages a woman, where her innocence, ho-
our, intereft, indeed every thing valuable of which
he is poflefled, are at ftake; while he himfelf plays
t the rilk only of his own damnationy which all
ine gentlemen will allow to be nothing; or, as
ome gemefter’s call it, Moowsuing?

In the laft place, let me apply to the humanity of
hefe gallants; and this the rather as the Latins often
fe the word Humanitas for the ¢éhief quallifications of a
entleman. Now, what man of humanity (take the
:nfe of the word from which language you pleafe) can
ear the reflection of having, by all the means of bafe-
efs, falfehood, and treachery purchafed the affeét-
ons of a young, innocent, unguarded creature; of
)aving made this creature, from her afte@ions to
im, the objeé of his jglesu!'ur\:: and delight ; and
f having repaid thofe affections and this pleafure,
iy the utter ruin of fuch a creature! can he bear
» fee her f{tript of her innocence, of her reputa-
ion, of every thing lovely, every thing which might
aave made her happy in herfelf, or recomended her














































































