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diffolved in water, and gave to a middle-
aged man, defiring him to take it by
- degrees. After having taken about a
third, he defifted, and purged four
times in an eafy and gentle manner, A
woman of a ftrong conftitution got the
remainder as a brifk purgative, and it
operated ten times without caufing any
uneafinefs. The tafte of this falt is not
difagreeable, and it appears to be ra-
ther of the cooling, than of the acrid
kind.

Havive thus given a fhort fketch of
the hiftory and medical virtues of mag-
nofia, 1 now proceed to an account of
its chemical properties. By my firft
experiments, I intended to learn what
fort of neutral falts might be obtained,
- by joining it to each of the vulgar
acids ;3 and the refult was as follows.
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Tue fame white powder is allo
formed when fpirit of vitriol is added
to a calcareous earth diffolved in any
other acid ; the vitriolic expelling the
other acid, and joining itfelf to the
earth by a {tronger attraltion ; and,
upon this account, the magnefia of fea-

. water feems to be different from cither
of thofe defcribed by Hoffman. He
fays exprefsly, that the folutions of
each of his powders, or, what is equi-
valent, that the liquors from which
they are obtained, formed a coagu~-
lum, and depofited a white powder,

C 2 - when.

this powder is of the nature, and poflefles the
properties, of the gypfeous or {elenitic {ub-
ftances.—That fuch {ubftances canbe refolved

into vitriolic acid and calcareous earth, and.
can be again compofed by joining thefe two
ingredients together. Mem, de 'Acad. de

Berlin, ann. 1750, p. 144.
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lation of the calcareous earth to air and
water, appeared to agree with the re-
lation of the fame earth to the vitrio-

lic and vegetable acids. As chalk, for
* inftance, has a ftronger attra&ion for
the vitriolic, than for the vegetable
~acid; and 1s diffolved with more diffi-
culty when combined with the firt,
than when joined to the fecond ; fo
it alfo attra&ts air more ftrongly than
water, and is diffolved with more diffi-

culty when faturated with air, than
when compounded with water only.

A calcareous earth, deprived of its
air, or in the ftate of quick-lime, gree-
dily abforbs a confiderable quantity of
water, becomes foluble in that fluid,
and 1s then faid to be flaked ; but as
foon as it meets with fixed air, 1t is

fuppoled
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