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PRRPFACE vit

difficulty of communicating and trafmit.
ting it from one perfon to another.

A very beautiful piture of this ftate of
fociety is exhibited in the works of Of-
" fian. There we meet with men poffefl-
ing that high fpirit of independence, that
elevation and dignity of foul, that con-
tempt of death, that attachment to their
friends and to their country, which has
rendered the memory of the Greek and
Roman heroes immortal. But where
fhall we find their equals.in ancient or
modern f{tory, among the moft favage or
~ the moft polifhed nations, in thofe gentler
virtues of the heart, that accompanied
and tempered their heroifm? There we
fee difplayed the higheft martial fpirit,
exerted only in' the defence of their
friends and of their country. We fee
there dignity without oftentation, cou-

- rage without ferocity, and fenfibility
withe
























































































































































































































C 59 )

fweat, the affliftance of fudorific medi-
cines, fometimes of the heating kind, is
called in. There is the greateft reafon
to believe, that the whole of this artifi-
cial Syftem of management is highly per-
nicious. It is contrary to the Analogy
of Nature among all other Animals and

the uncultivated part of the human {pe-
cies, who, unlefs in fome very extraordina-

ry cafes, recover eafily and fpeedily, after
bringing forth their young, without requi-
ring to be kept warmer than ufual. The
frequent deaths, and the flow and difficult
recoveries of Women after Child-birth,
fhew plainly that there is an error fome-
where. It is the refuge of ignorance, or the
blindnefs of prejudice, to fay, that thefe e-
vils are natural and unavoidable. The
Contftitution of a lying-in Woman is in-
deed naturally more irritable than ufual,
but this irritability“is much increafed by a
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{ ®ar. )

In this view, the part which women
have to aét in life, is important and re-
fpetable ; and nature has given them all

the neceflary requifites to perform it.
They poflefs, in a degree greatly beyond

us, fenfibility of heart, {weetnefs of tem-
per, and gentlenefs of manners. They
are more chearful and joyous. They
have a quicker difcernment of charaters.
‘They have a more lively fancy, and a
greater delicacy of tafte and fentiment ;
they are better judges of grace, elegance,
and propriety, and therefore are our fu-
périnrs in fuch works of tafte as depend
on thefe. 1f we do not confider women
in this honourable point of view, we
muft forego in a great meafure the plea-
fure arifing from an intercourfe between
the fexes, and, together with this, the
joys and endearments of domeftic life.
Befides, in ‘point of found policy, we

; o fhauif
































































































































































































































































































































































































(- %49 ))

phy, are a {ufficient evidence, that religi-
ous belief is perfectly compatible with the
cleareft and moft enlarged underftan-
ding.

- Several of thofe who have furmounted
what they call religious prejudices them-
felves, affett to treat {uch as are not a-
fhamed to avow their regard to religion,
as men of weak underftandings and feeble
minds. But this fhews either want of
candour, or great ignorance of human
nature. The fundamental articles of re-
ligion have been very generally believed
by men the moft diftinguithed for acute-
nefs and accuracy of judgment. Nay, it
is unjuft to infer the weaknels of a per.
fon’s head, on other fubjes, from his at-
tachment even to the fooleries of fuperfti-
tion. Experience fhews, that, when the
imagination is heated, and the affeftions
deeply interefted, they level all diftinc-
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gentler virtues of private and domeftic
life? Do they foften the heart, and ren-
der it more delicately fenfible of the thou-
fand namelels duties and endearments of
a hufband, a father, or a friend ? De
they produce that habitual ferenity, and
chearfulnefs of temper, that gaiety of
heart, which makes a man beloved as «
companion ? or do they dilate the heart
with the liberal and generous fentiments,
and that love of human kind, which would
render him revered and blefled, as the
patron of deprefled merit, the friend of
the widow and orphan, the refuge and

fupport of the poor and the ﬁnhappy?
The general opinion of mankind, that
there is a ftrong conneltion between a
religious difpofition and a feeling heart,
appears from the univerfal diflike which
all men have to infidelity in the fair fex.
We not only look on it as removing the
prin-
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principal fecurity we have for their vira
tue, but as the ftrongeft proof of their
want of that foftnefs and delicate fenfib:-
lity of heart, which peculiarly endears
them to us, and more effeCtually fecures
their empire over us, than any quality
they can poflefs.

There are, indeed, fome men who can
perfuade themfelves, that there is no Su-
preme Intelligence who direts the courfe
of nature ; who can {ee thofe they have
been connefted with by the ftrongeft
bonds of nature and friendfhip graéduaily
difappearing ; who are perfuaded that this
feparation is final and eternal, and who
expet that they themfelves fhall foon
fink down after them into nothing ; and
yet fuch men appear eafy and contented.
But, to a fenfible heart, and particularly
to a heart foftened by paft endearments

of love or friendfhip, fuch opinions are
attended
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foftened, and perhaps rendered more de-
licately fenfible; not of fuch as pofiefs
that {tupid infenfibility which fome are |
pleafed to dignify with the name of phi-

lofophy. |
It fhould therefore be expelted that
thofe philofophers, who ftand in no need
themfelves of the affiftance of religion to
{upport their virtue, and who never feel
the want of its confolations, would yet
have the humanity to confider the very
different fituation of the reft of mankind;
and not endeavour to deprive them of
what habit, at leaft, if they will not allow
it to be nature, has made neceflary to
their morals and to their happinefs.—It
might be expeted that humanity would
prevent them from breaking into the laft
retreat of the unfortunate, who can no
longer be objetts of their envy or refent-
ment, and tearing from them their only
remaining
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and though, for prudential reafons, he
choofes, on {ome occafions, to difguife his
fentiments, and join in fome form of reli
gious worfhip, yet this, to a candid and
ingenuous mind, muft always be very
painful ; nor does it abate the difagrees
able feeling which a focial ipirit has in
finding itfelf alome, and without any
friend to footh and participate its uneafi-
nefs. This feems to have a confiderable
fhare in that anxiety which free-thinkets
generally difcover to make profelytes to
their opinions, an anxiety much greater
than what is thewn by thofe whofe minds
are at eafe in the enjoyment of happier
profpedts.

The excufe which thefe gentlemen
plead for their condul, is a regard for
the caufe of truth.  Bat this is a very in-
{fufficient one. None of them a& upon
this principle, in its largeft extent and

appli-
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application, in common life. Nor could
any man live in the world, and pretend
fo to do. In the purfuit of happinefs,
our being’s end and aim *, the difcovery of
truth is far from being the moft impor-
tant object. It is true the mind receives
a high pleafure from the inveftigation and
difcovery of truth, in the abftra& {cien-
ces, in the works of nature and art, but
in all fubjeéts, where the imagination and
affeCtions are deeply concerned, we re-
gard it only fo far as it is fubfervient to
them.—One of the firflt principles of fo-
ciety, of decency, and of good manners,
is, that no man is entitled to fay every
thing he thinks true, when it would be
injurious or offenfive to his neighbour.
If it was not for this principle, all man.
kind would be in a ftate of hotftility.
Suppole

* Pope.
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Suppofe a perfon to lofe an only child,
the fole comfort and happinefs of his life,
When the firft overflowings of nature is
paft, he recolletts the infinite goodnefs,
and impenetrable wifdom, of the difpofer
of all events, he is perfuaded that the re-
volution of a few years will again unite
him to his child, never more to be {epa-
rated. With thefe fentiments, he acqui-
efces with a melancholy yet pleafing re-
fignation to the divine will. Now, fup-
pofing all this to be a deception, a plea.
fing dream, would not the general fenfe
of mankind condemn the philofopher, as
barbarous and inhuman, who fhould at-
tempt to wake him out of it ?—Yet, fo
far does vanity prevail over good nature,
that we frequently fee me:n,lr on other oc-
cafions of the moft benevolent tempers,
labouring to cut off that hope, which can

alone chear the heart under all the pref-
fures
















































































































































