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8 Poifons fometimes, cither

through accident or defign,
happen to be taken by poor
people, whofe diftance from a
Do&er, or their narrow circum-
ftances, render them unable to
call in {peedy afliftance, I be-

thought, that among my many

other medical pieces, a fhort
- cheap, and plain treatile on Poi=

{fons, might be a prefent not un-

acceptable to the public; and the
more fo, as fuch a ready manual is
A 2 much
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much wanting; which, if it thould
at any time prove the happy
means of preferving but one fingle
life, I {hall think it well worth
my trouble of compofing, and
printing the {ame.

And moreover, to prevent the
intended wickednefs of all {uch
abandoned wretches who would
buy Poifons at the Apothecaries
{hops, on purpofe to deftroy thofe
they bear malice to; or to dif-
cover fuch milcreants who have
atually murdered thereby any
tellow-creature, in order to bring
them to juftice, I would advife
a1l venders of poifon to enter the
name and place of abode of the
buyer, into their books; the day

Of
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of the month they fold it on; with
the intended or pretended ufes
thereof ; that in cafe it be mif-
applied to any premeditated mif-
chief, the culprit may be fpeedily
feized upon, to be tried, and
. condemned to condign punifh-
ment, as. his cruel crime moit

juftly deferves.

I well remember that when I
‘was a youth, a farmer’s wife in
the neighbourhood, who by tak-
ing acriminal fancy to her fervant
man, wanted to get rid of her
old husband, that her paramour
might take his place, fent to my
father, a Surgeon-apothecary of
great practice for twenty-{ix years
in this place, for fome arfenic, un-

A3 der
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der pretence to kill rats; but for
want of this precaution for a fu-
ture proof before a court of juf-
tice, and which he ever after-
wards obferved, till the year 1726,
wherein he died, fhe efcaped pro-
{fecution, and married her fervant
Bug at laft; but being troubled
in confcience on her death-bed,
{he could not in her laft moments
depart in peace, till fhe had pub-
licly confefled the crime, and fo
the murder came out.

Leigh, in EssEx,
Fanuary 1, 1770.
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S moft Poifons, either defignedly
or accidentally taken, have caufed
the death of many, and no one is fure it
may not, one time or vther, be his own
cafe, while he breathes here below in the
midft of danger and wickednefs, it came
into my mind to draw up a brief account
of the variety of Poifons, with their pe-
culiar nature, manner of operation, and
the beft method of cure, when it can be
accomplithed.

Poifons then are many, and of various
kinds, according to the particular tribe,
or clafs of beings, they peculiarly belong
to: thus, they are either of the wvegesable,

A 4 animal,
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animal, or mineral kingdom ; of each of
which in their regular order.

In one fenfe indeed, the taking too
much of any thing, otherways innocent,
1s nought; and by becoming indigeftable
by the ftomach may be duly deemed
poifonous: but by Poifons here to be
treated of, I mean thofe violent deltruc-
tive {ubftances that, taken but in a fmall
quantity, can {uddenly deftroy life, or at
leaft do fuch violent and lafting injuries
to the conftitution of the body, by fome
il quality, or manner of working, as is
never entirely overcome; for it is not
the effential nature of Poifons that they
fhould always ditectly kill, fome having
had fo ftrong a conftitution as by the
mere efforts of nature happily to overcome
the bad effets of the poifonous dofe;
while even in others, not fo robuft, cer-
tain death neither did enfue, but mad-
nefs, melancholy, foolifhnefs, or- fome
other ill effects, have been the unhappy
confequence of Poifon received.

There are two ways whereby poifon-
ous fubftances affet our bodies: name-
ly, either taken in at the mouth and fto-
mach, or admitted into the blood and

juices
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juices externally, both of which ways we
are to treat of feparately: and firlt of
Poifons {wallowed.

The fc.eral figns of fuch are pretty
well known : as belchings of a fetid ill
tafte  aext, a confiderable alteration of
the pulle, and motion of the heart, and
breathing ; a fudden finking of ftrength;
ftraitnefs of the precordia ; palpitation,
fainting fits, fyncope, and fometimes a
vertigo, or giddinefs, and dimnefs of fight ;
tremblings ; convulfions ; hiccoughs ;
ftupidity ; gnawings, and violent pains;
fometimes erofions of the ftomach and
inteftines ; thirft, ftoppage of urine; vo-
miting up puotrid matter; fometimes a
great loofenefs, gripes, bloody flux, with
coldnefs of the extreme parts; cold clam-
my {weats; tumour of the tongue ; {well-
ed and black lips; a fwelling of the fto-
mach and hypocondria, and oft-times of
the whole body, which is puifed up. with
{pots fcattered up and down; and laftly,
if not very lucky, even death itfelf. But
all thefe {ymptoms do not all happen

alike to all bO‘dlES but feme to fome con-
ihtutmns and ot}*'r:rb to other habits, as
may occafionally happen.

A § Again,
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Agam, The difference of Poifons is
very great, fome being much more dan-
gerous than others: fo fome kill fooner,
others flower, according to their different
degree of acrimony ; the quantity taken;
and other concomitant circumftances at-
tending the fame.

The chief prognoftics, and greateft
hope of help, are to be taken from the
fewer number, and lefler degree of vio-
lence, of the threatning {ymptoms ; if fit -
medicines be prefently and duly exhibit-
ed, and the patient becomes better by
the ufe of them, it promifes well.

Yet it often happens in thofe who for-
tunately recover from fudden death, that
fome lafting mifchief is imprinted on the
body by the Poifon received, which con-
tinues ftubborn, and exerts its bad effects
a long time after, occafioning in fome
conftitutions long and dangerous diftem-
pers; as fome have complained even
from the infetion received by inocula-
tion for the fmall pox.

But that vulgar opinion, fo current, is
utterly falle, that the Indians, and from
them the Italians, have fuch an art of
poifoning, that they can kill perfons furely
to a certain day, or any determinate time,

juft
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juft as they choofe, whether months,
weeks or days. This, in the very nature
of things, is quite impoflible. For na-
ture herfelf, who is never at reft, operates
with her whole ftrength againft all Poi-
fons, and in time often overpowers, or
fruftrates the fatal effects of the deadly
venom.

As to the cure of Poifons, which ad-
mit of no delay, but call for quick and
{fpeedy affiftance, the common intentions
in general are thefe two: firlt, to call
back or expel what poifonous bodies were
fwallowed, and that the fame way if pof-
fible it was taken in; and then, fecond-
ly, to conquer the remainder with cor-
dials, or alexipharmics, which indeed do
not, properly fpeaking, work upon the
Poifon itfelf, but ftrengthen the body
the better to bear it, by increafing the
force of the heart and pulfe, that it may
be able to expel that portion of the Poi-
fon that had reached the veins, and fo do
good to the perfon poifoned, as it were
by accident.

Wherefore there is an abfolute necef-
fity that the Poifon taken in be difcharged
as foon as poilible, and that by vomits
likewile, as the quickeft way to get rid

15 of
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~of it.  Yet thefe ought not to be of the
fironger fort, too fharp, ftimulating, or
corrofive, for that would be as adding
fuel to the fire; but the mildeft and foft-
eft to be had, prepared of fuch bodies as
poflefs a fizinefs, that are of a mucilagi-
nous and oily nature, that may by their
foft and diluting quality in {fome meafure
blunt the acrimony of the deleterious par-
ticles, and guard the membranes of the
ftomach and guts, and line their naked
fibres as it were with a defenfative plafter,
from the Poifons pricking and wounding
them. |

In all fuch fudden and alarming cafes,
all hafte is to be made, and without de-
lay thefe following fluids are to be plen-
tifully poured down the patient’s throat,
as being moft ready at hand : warm wa-
ter mixed with frefh butter, or {weet oil,
which are as good as any thing, and to
be taken in fuch quantities as to flow
through the patient plentifully, to wath
its way clean, and carry all before it.
Mucilaginous liquors, and fat broths are
alfo very proper.

But obferve, it is not enough to pro-
voke vomiting once, but it {hould be re-
peated, and continued till there is no more

figns
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figns of Poifon in the ftomach, by tafte,
{fmell, naufea, or pain. And if the Poi-
fon has paflfed further, even to the intes-
tines, they alfo are to be cleanfed, and
cleared of the fame, by clyfters often re-
peated, made of whey, mallows, and oil.
Gentle purgatives are alfo to be exhi-
bited, that the upper, or {fmall guts, may
be cleared : fuch as pulp of caffia, tama-
rinds, manna, fenna, rubarb, or the like,
drinking plentifully of new made checfe
whey, to promote their operation.
Emulfions of {weet almonds, or of cold
{eeds ; gum arabic, or tragacanth, {weet-
ned with {yrup of marfh-mallows, and
the decoction of their roots, are all very
fuitable to blunt the irritating acrimony
of the poifonous particles, and fheath the
coats of the bowels with a mucilaginous
lining. |
Laft of all, if any relics of the Poifon
remain in the body, and have reach-
ed the blood, they are to be diverted
from the heart, and other bowels, by
expelling them to the furface of the
body, and carried off thence by perfpira-
tion and {weat; which expelling office
alexipharmic, or hot medicines, beft per-
form, and they likewife fhould be conti-
nued
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nued for a time, till the malignant difpo-
fition of the poifonous fubftance is quite
overcome, or expelled the body. Let
plenty of milk, or what can be made of
milk, with foft jellies of hartthorn, or
calves feet, with nourithing broths, efpe-
cially of veal, be ufed for common diet,
and continued for a feafon.

Thus much on Poifons in general :
But becaufe the moft natural and regular
divifion of Poifons in fpecie is to be taken
from the difference of thofe bodies which
they are contained in, we divide them,
for diftin€ion fake, into three feveral
clafles, vegetable, animal, and mineral;
from whence, by thofe examples placed
before our eyes, the prattice for the reft
may eafily be deduced.

L. Of wegetable Poifons, that act from

acrimony.

F the whole clafs of plants bemiock,
and wolf’s-bane, challenge the firft
place. Hemlock is rank poifon in every
part of it. Several have {uffered death
by eating, through miftake, their roots
inftead of thofe of carrots. The Athe-
nians ufed to give the juice of hemlock
to
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to their condemned criminals, and even
good Socrates himfelf is faid to have died
by the like deadly dofe.

Hemlock is very hot and acrid, and
whatever good it may have done in Ger-
many, under the {kilful dire@ions of the
great Van Swieten, it does not feem to
anfwer {o well in our climate for cancers;
as my kind and learned friend, Dr obn
Andree, has fufficiently fhewn in a
pamphlet he fome time ago publithed,
ex profeflo, on that fubjet.

Now all poifonous vegetables a¢t more
or lefs either as ftimulatives; or narcotics,
or ftupifiers.

~Themannerthisdeleterious herb, when
taken inwardly, ats on animal bodies, is
by exciting violent pain by its irritating
the ftomach and precordia, with a great
fenfe of pricking pain, and violent heat ;
an odd fort of trembling; a giddinefs;
epilepfy ; with lofs of fenfe, and wonder-
ful fuccuffion and contorfion of the head,
limbs, and whole body ; univerfal cramps,
flux of blood out of the ears; a tumour
about the bignefs of one’s fift at the pit
of the ftomach; hiccoughs ; endeavour-
ing to vomit without difcharge ; {welling
of
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of face and belly; and a flux of green
froth out of the mouth after death.

Whence we may plainly fee, that the
true indication of cure in this, and all
other poifonous plants, that by way of
irritation act like it, is to difcharge the
ftomach of as much of the herb {wallow-
ed, and as {peedily, aswe poflibly can; and
try moreover to blunt the acrimony of
w hat is behind ; and laftly, to reftore the
{pirits, fpent through the violence of the
{ymptoms, and forceable evacuations ; or
to raife them afrefh when oppreffed by
the venom, and interrupted circulation of
the blood ; to correét the faults of the
ftomach and inteftines, whether from in-
flammations, or denudation of the ner-
vous coat, or ulceration thereof ; and to
reftore and preferve the ftrength by a due
regulation of proper drink and diet; as
milk, rice, calves feet, and other foftning
jellies.

But the very firft and beft thing to be
done is, to caufe the patient to caft up
the hemlock fwallowed, whether the
juice or fubftance, by a mild diluting
emetic; for which purpofe pour down
plentifully luke-warm water and oil, or
butter, if oil is not to be had, till they

pals
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pafs off both ways, and wath the firlt
paflages quite clean, by forceably carry-
ing off their contents.

But if neverthelefs the ftomach, for all
thus affifted to throw it up, does not an=-
fwer expectation, and vomiting is delay-
ed too long, ftronger emetics muit be
made ufe of: as an ounce or two of ox-
ymel of (quills, or fea onions, or a dram
of white vitriol ; or decotion of the green
hufk of walnuts: and while thefe are tried,
fat glyfters, and fuppofitories of honeyand
falt boiled together, or with hiera picra ;
foap, fal gem, or the like irritating in-
gredients: for clyfters and fuppofitories
difl{aﬂfe the periftaltic motion of the in-
teftines tending upwards to move down-
wards; but no purge thould be given but
a very gentle one, for fear of increafing
the reverted motion of the inteftines.

After the hemlock, by evacuation both
ways, is thus brought out of the body,
as much as can be, generous wine thould
be given, and fweats alfo, to anfwer fome
of the other intentions of cure; to keep
up the {pirits ; and to expel what venom
has reached the blood-veficls, through
the pores of the fkin,

| But
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But in cafe the ftomach and guts are
corroded, or ulcerated, feafon not meat
with {pice, much lefs ufe vinegar, nor
even wine too freely, but give barley wa-
ter, with raifins and anife.

T agus tells us, he cured a woman who
had eat hemlock by a draught of good
vinegar ; probably the acid of the vine-
gar might enervate the poifonous acri-
mony of the other, for alter but the tex-
ture, and you alter the quality of any
body dire&ly. But yet it {thould be ex=
hibited after you have difcharged as much
of the hemlock by emetics as pofiible,
and before the coat of the ftomach is ex-
coriated.

However, for as hurtful as hemlock
of any fort, and in any form, may be
when within the body, yet with a pro-
per hand it may be fafely applied exter-
nally to very good purpofes: to difcufs
and diffolve glandulous {wellings, for
which this plaifter is very powerful: take
of juice of hemlock four ounces; vine-
gar of {quills and gum ammoniac each
eight ounces: diffolve the gum in the
juice and vinegar, by a gentle infufion on a
warm f{and-heat ; then ftrain, and reduce
it to the confiftency of an emplafter.

This



[ 191

This eafes pain, efpecially in the fpleen
and gout : experience, the beft teacher,
has confirmed it. It is excellent alfo to
diffolve {chirrous, and other hard tumours
in any part of the body, chiefly thofe of
the liver and fpleen, and alfo thofe of the
joints. The hotter the climate producing
hemlock, like all other venom, the more
powerful and poifonous it is, as is even
that of animals alfo ; heat adding, as it
were, wings to their virulency.

Of hemlock there are three principal
forts. The common; the lefler, or
parfley leaved ; and the water, or marfh
kind. Of the common hemlock there
are alfo two fpecies. 'The lefs, and the
greater ; and of the third there are
even three diftinctions: that with white
flowers; the other with red flowers;
and the marth, or water hemlock. :

2. The bulbous reot of crown imperial,
taken inwardly, hath almoft the fame
poifonous effects as czcuta or hemlock,
therefore requires the like method of
cure.

3. Spurge, of which there are half a
hundred forts, are all fharp, corrofive
and malignant; and when taken in-
wardly purge violently both upwards and

downwards,
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downwards, as I was witnefls of once in
a ftrong man, who had taken it of his
own head, and had he not called me in
for affiftance, would have run great ha-
zard of lofing his life thereby.

They too excoriate the ftomach and
inteftines, have a very cauftic quality, as
moft milky herbs pofefs, almoft equal
to the poifonous quality of hemlock it-
felf, and to be equally cured the fame
way.

4+ Euphorbium, is a very cauflic gum,
of the like pernicious nature, ufed exter-
nally only to help to exfoliate carious
bones, but dangerous if taken into the
body.

5. White bellebore is another of the
high cauftic kind, and fitteft for external
ufe: mixed in powder with cream, {fome
country folks ufe it to cure the itch with ;
the fame may be faid of too rough
emetics and draftic purges: as {cammony,
elaterium, or infpiflated juice of wild
cucumber, and the like; two powerful
drugs, Ifear, made too free with in pratice
to the hurt of the patient: but the dead
can tell no tales; yet fuch bold adventu-
rers may be athamed of themfelves. I

knew one who indifcreetly giving a babe
fome
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fome tartar emetic for a vomit, by fo poi-
foning the infant, killed him directly. My
eldeft fon, now a Clergyman, near thirty
years ago, narrowly efcaped death from
fuch a vomit given to deceive him by the
{mallnefs of the quantity, diflolved in
w hite wine, when about five years of age.
It caufed violent colic, fyncope, and cold
{weat; wherefore I never fince have or-
dered tartar emetic to children, it being
better to repeat a weak medicine often,
than to run hazards of doinga quick cure
by any violent one all at once.

6. Aconitum, or wolfs-bane, is an-
other poifonous vegetable of the cauftic
kind, of which likewife there are many
{orts, fo called becaufe a bane to wolves,
dogs, and other animals. The heads of
arrows dipt in its juice kill all they hit,

7. Bearsfoot, or baftard black helle-
bore, is another acrid herb, ufed by wo-
men and quacks, to kill worms, taking
ten grains in powder; or by way of de-
coction, it never fails killing worms, but
fometimes the patient alfo, therefore is
too dangerous to be inwardly exhibited.
See a difcourfe of mine on this plant in
the Oxford, and in the Town and Country
Mag 22 nes for March laft,

8. Napellus,
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8. Napellus, or helmet -flower, or
monks-hood, is a fpecies, or of the ftock
of wolfs-bane. It is a deleterious and
mortal poifon bothté man and beaft, even
to rats and mice. That this monks-hood
as well as wolfs-bane taken 'in fubftance
is, as being very poifonous, a moft dan-
gerous drug, is allowed almoft by all
phyficians ; nay except” afiiftance be im-
mediately had, the patient can {fcarcely
be relieved by the moft approved anti-
dotes ; and fometimes not at all: As was
proved by that accidental, but fatal in-
ftance that happened fome years ago at
Antwerp, where certain ignorant perfons
gathering a fallad in the garden, ata pub-
lic treat there, among the variety of herbs
unfortunately picked Napellus or Luparia
alfo, which with other things were un-
luckily ferved up at table, when all who
eat thereof were foon feized with moft
fevere {ymptoms, and after undergoing
all the violent tortures for fome confide-
rable time, miferably died at laft. |

The feveral fymptoms fucceeding the
taking wolfs-bane and monks-hood, are,
{welling of the lips, tongue and face;
ftarting forth of the eyes; vertigo, {yn-
cope, faintings, horrors, -madnefs and

lethargy ;
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lethargy ; all which happen; and if the
intoxicated perfons fhould efcape, they
are yet feized with an heltic fever at laft.
As to the remedies againft fuch dangerous
poifon, after as much of it as can be is
thrown up by vomiting, and the fucceed-
ing method has been duly obferved, as
- above ordered in the cure of poifons in
- general, powder of contrayerva root, from
a fcruple to a dram for a dofe, exhibited
in frefh treacle, made according to our
difpenfatories, is much commended.
Some cry up highly the juice of radith
taken inwardly, as a moft certain remedy,
which when in feafon may foon be had
out of the garden, and eafily tried.
Thus much of thefe, and all other fuch
~like venomous vegetables which "act
from acrimony, that by over ftimulating
the ftomach and inteftines caufe pain and
inflammations, which foon tends to mor-
tification, and at laft ends in death.
But befides thefe common, cauftic,
corrofive poifonous plants, there are alfo
another tribe, which act quite otherways,
and that more immediately and princi-
pally upon the nervous {yftem, pro-
ducing ftupifaction and the foporific ef-

fe&ls of narcotics, by putting a certain and
fudden
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fudden damp, or clog on the animal {pi-
rits, and caufing an infenfibility of the
nerves, and finally, a total ftop to the
circulation, and confequently extinguith-
ing quite the animal life. Having pro-
duced fome famples of the former cor-
rofive fort, we will next briefly run over
the principal plants of this latter kind like-
wife.

Of poifonous Vegetables that kill as

narcotics.

T T C'Oé‘ﬁ'ﬂfﬁﬁ' of the fhops, or baccz
cocci Indici, are defervedly rec-
koned among vegetable Poilons. For
among beafts, as appears from #epber’s
experiment, they are very pernicious, and
what are likewife ufed by thofe who rob
ponds, to benumb the fith with, and
which they will effect fo far as to deprive
them of their fenfibility, and confequently
agility, fo as to be fufpended immoveable
on the furface of the water, till eafily
caught by hand, and which fith if di-
rectly gutted are fufficiently found and
fafe, as to be {ecurely ufed at table for
food.
2. Nux
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2. Nux vomica, is alfo a ftrong nar-
cotic, and violent Poifon. It is ufed to
kill cats and dogs, who, as foon as they
have {wallowed it, do in a few hours
die convulfed. Formerly a few grains
thereof ‘was ordered to patients as an
opiate, but as it i1s but a coarfe one at
beft, it is now become quite out of prac-
tice, and opium, a grain or two, is ufed
in its room. For was nux vomic ufed
but a few grains in a dofe too much,
doubtlefs it would have the like dele-
terious effet on ourfelves, it has on the
brute creation. It is no lefs pernicious
to the feathered tribe, as appears from
frequent experience in Kkilling crows,
ravens, and other field vermin therewith,
by ftrewing the fine rafpings thereof (for
being of a horny fubftance it is hard to
powder) on pieces of bullocks liver, or
other portions of raw fleth.

I well remember, that many years ago
when 1 firft left college, and was at my
father’s, an old woman, a farmer, bought
fome nux vomic with intention to kill
crows that infefted her fields; wherefore
fhe carefully boiled it along with fome
‘wheat, that that grain, impregnated with
its narcotic quality, might entice thofe

vermin
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vermin to pick it up; but fetting it by
in her back-houfe uncovered, her large
ftock of ducks unluckily got to it, and
gobbled it all up; the fad confequence of
which bad accident the afterwards told
us with a forrowful countenance and
great concern, was, that fhe loft moft
of them; yet with fome {mall fatisfac-
tion, that thofe giddy ducks, which
happened fortunately to betake them-
felves direCtly to the pond, recovered,
but all thofe who loitered behind, till
the Poifon took effeét, went off in their
fleep.

Now the reafon why the cold water
cured thofe that got to it, might be by
thefe two ways: by their drinking plen-
tifully to abate their great thirft, they,
by diluting the intoxicating Poifon,
weakened its force and operation; and
another help might be, from the cold-
nefs of the water to their hot feet and
heads, whereby they cooled their over-
heated brains, and {o {furmounted the
operation of that foporific nat.

3. Black Hen-bane, is another poifon-
ous fleepy plant, eafily diltinguithing it-
felf by its vile, difagreeable feetid fmell,
by eating of whofe root, thefe following

fingular
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fingular fymptoms are occafioned : ftu-
pifattion of the limbs; languifhing of
the {pirits; a general itching all over the
body, (a peculiar fymptom too of tak-
ing too much opium;) depravation of the
mind; with crying-out, delirium, ver-
tigo, lofs of fight, difficulty of breathing,
and fuffocation. Yet the feeds of W7hife
Hen-bane are ordered by Efq; Boy/e, and
others, as good againft {pitting of blood,
and other diforders, but require judgment
whenever ufed as a medicine.

4. Taxus, or Yew-tree, is deadly to
men and cattle, both the leaves, juice,
and berries. The effe& of this Poifon is
manifeft from thefe fymptoms; a uni-
verfal coldnefs felt all over the body ;
danger of fuffocation; bloody-flux ; and
the patient moft commonly dies a fud-
den death. After a due evacuation both
ways by emetics, ftrong wine thould be
freely ufed, in which has been firft in-
fufed wormwood, zedoary, fnake-root,
cardamoms, or other aromatics.

5. Solanum Lethale, or Bella Downa,
in Englith called Deadly Night- fhade ; is
a moft malignant, ftupifying, poifonous
vegetable ; the red berries of which are
but too incautioufly eat by children,

B 2 which
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which they term wild-cherries, and are
tempted by their beauty to tafte of the
fame. The fymptoms fucceeding which,
are violent thirft; hoarfenefs; heartburn;
an heavy ftupidnefs; blindnefs; deprava-
tion of mind; delirium; a tenfion of the
hypocondria ; convulfions; apoplectic
affections; and death.

Salmon, in his Englith Herbal, folio,
page 781, tells us of one ob Taylr, a
gardener’s fon of Lyn Regis in Norfolk,
his play-fellow, who eat about a dozen
of great berries, as big as large cherries,
that grew in an orchard near the fouth-
cate. 'The boy wasabout feven years of
age, who was mortally poifoned thereby.
He died in a violent fever, {welled in the
ftomach and belly ; the whole body be-
ing all over as red as fire, and all this in
about two hours time: for which fatal
accident the owner of the orchard had
the humanity to have the noxious thrub
rooted out of his ground, to prevent any
future mifchief from the fame.

This prefcription is accounted an ex-
cellent antidote againft this kind of Poi-
fon, viz. vinegar of lavender two ounces,

mixed with as much water, to be drank
| for
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for a fingle dofe, going directly to bed,-
* and repeating it if you fee need.

6. Mandrake is much akin to the for-
mer, and as a narcotic to be cured the
fame way. Not fuch mandrakes as
Leakh’s fon gathered in the fields, which,
more likely, was fome fine flower that
the Ladies looked upon with fuch good
liking, and not noxious roots, that pof-
fefs no fuch engaging beauty.

~Thefe nurcotic vegetables laft men-
tioned are fomewhat of the fame nature
with our opium, as to the particular
fpecies of their malignity and manner of
operation ; wherefore to that very ar-
ticle we refer for the right method of
cure; as the fame modus medendi is
equally fuitable to all fuch foporiferous
drugs alike.

- 7. Mufbrooms: thefe fungufes, the

very loweft fort of the vegetable kind,
are many of them likewife ftrongly ve-
nomous; but from quite another caufe;
not intrinfic, but extrinfic; from a little
ferpent-like animalcula, that lodges and
feeds upon thefe anomalous plants.

Of thefe I have already wrote ; to be
feen in the Suppliment to the Gentleman’s
Magazine for December, 1768, whiiher,

Evg to
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to fave repetition, Irefer you. There I
have thewn, that it is not from the ef-
fential nature of that fpeedy-growing
plant that any poifonous property pro-
ceeds, but from minute animals, of the
ferpentine fhape, like fo many little
fnakes, lodged therein, that their dele-
terious quality arifes from; which if well
cleared of by fumigation with brim{tone,
and fthifting the pickle they are preferved
in often, may be as freely eat without
danger as any other ufual fauce ferved up
at our tables. |

Thofe muthrooms of the worft, or
venomous kind, occafion the trouble-
fome fenfe of {uffocation, or firangling,
in the fauces. They fwell the ftomach,
occafion hickups; produce in fome the
cholera morbus, and fometimes even an
epilepfy, fyneope, and cold fweats, a
deep fleep, and other odd fymptoms,
and even death itfelf; as have in feveral
phyfical hiftories been well attefted.
The cure confifts in vomiting, purging,
and generous wine.

8. The Laurel Tree, is another poi-
fonous vegetable, and but lately difco-
vered 1n freland to be fo. The leaves
were ufed formerly to communicate a

fine
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fine flavour to rich puddings, and cordial
waters ; for a full account of which, and
experiments fince made therewith, I re-
fer you to the Philofophical Tranfaitions.
And it is unknown how many have in-
{fenfibly loft their lives from the ufe of
this tree, without ever fo much as {uf-
. peéting the caufe thereof.

9. Now laftly, as toOpzum, the chief
Anodyne of the fhops, it is either delete-
rious,. or not, juft as you make ufe of it.
This 1s certain, it either does good or
hurt, according as ic is judicioufly or
indifcreetly adminiftred.

The manifold virtues of this furprifing
infpiffated juice of the poppy cannot be
fufficiently commended ; becaufe, when
properly applied, it procures to our bo~
dies moft pleafant eafe and reft under
the moft excruciating pain, when pa-
tience can hold out no longer, quieting
for a time all uneafy fenfations; and fo
procuring a truce with the diforder, till
nature or art do their beft to prevent a
return thereof.

- But, corruptio optimi peffima fit ; for
if taken in too great a dofe, or that re-
peated too often, every one knows it
B 4 proves:
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proves rank Poifon. Wherefore the
greateft prudence and caution are ever
to be obferved in exhibiting Opzum ; as
that if it does no good, it will be fure to
do hurt.

Wherefore no narcotic is to be called
in to our affiftance which fo ftupifies the
fenfes, except upon extraordinary occa-
fions, and where pain becomes intoler-
able, and may be productive of more
mifchief, if let alone, than an opiate can
be when ufed. Wherefore, when the
ftrength of the patient, from the violence
of the torture, finks too quickly under it,
and that upon the pain’s ceafing he may
recover freth vigour to ftruggle againit
his diforder, it may .be very proper to
ufe an opiate, if it were only for a little
prefent refpite or reprieve; elfe it is al-
ways beft omitted where there is no ne-
ceffity for it.

And yet for all this, wonderful it is to
{ee how much, merely from ufe, fome
people can {wallow of this foporiferous
cum, withont any manifeft mifchief ;
which fhews that faying true: Cuftom
- becomes a fecond nature.” Yea, 1 have
feen fome take the bignefs of a large pea,

or
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or fmall nut of plain Opium at one dofe;
that would undoubtedly be the death of
any perfon that had not by long ufe ac-
cuftomed themf{elves thereto.

And ftrange it is to {ee alfo, how much
thofe patients who labour under a cholera
morbus, or locked jaw, can fafely bear of
this benumbing drug, and on which their
cure too principally depends; a quarter
part of which they could not poflibly
bear with when in health, or after re-

ftored to a found ftate of body.

- But to confider Opzum here, and its
various preparations, only as a Poifon,
having already treated of it elfewhere
among my many occafional Medical
Writings in Magazines, and other pub-
lic papers, as a Medicine; which de-
tached pieces, (as to their fuccefs, and
whofe hands they fall into, Iknow not;)
put me therefore in mind of the Cumean
Sibyl in Virgil, who ufed to write her
prophecies on leaves of trees, and then
trufted them to the wings of the wind,
fortuitoufly to be difperfed about : which
made Aneas requeft her, with the fol-
lowing petition, and has caufed me to
commit this, and my other piece on

B Childrens
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Childrens Difeafes, to pamphlets, that
they may be always ready at hand for
thofe that want them.

Sfoliis tantum ne carmina manda
Ne turbata volent rapidis ludibria Ventis:
Ipfa canas oro.

Opium, taken in too great a quantity,
has all thefe ill effects; a burning heat
at the ftomach, with afenfe of weight at
the fame; a wonderful chearfulnefs at
fift, with the Sardonic laughter, (like
the farewel blinking of a burnt-out
candle; ) an univerfal relaxation and
weaknefs of the limbs; a depravation of
the mind; a lofs of memory ; great dul-
nefs and frightful appearance of the eyes,
to even blindnefs itfelf; or, by the re-
laxation of their coats, feveral colours
appearing before them; blabbering of
the tongue; ftupidnefs; a flow pulfe;
red fluthing of the face; a falling of the
lower jaw ; {welling of the lips; diffi-
culty of breathing; fury; madnefs; fa-
Hlacity; with violent itching all over the
{kin ; naufea ; vertigo; comatous difor-
ders; apoplexy; vomiting; hickug_s{;

a dif-
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a difordered pulfe; convulfions; cold
fweats; fyncopes; and fainting - fits 3
coldnefs of the breath; and laft of all,
death. All thefe feveral {ymptoms fcarce
ever happen to one and the fame perfon;
but fome to fome, and others to others,
according to their different conftitutions,
and the quantity of Opium taken.

And here I muft obferve again, how
very fingular and furprifing it is to fee
how much Opium may, nay muft, be
taken for three feveral Nervous cafes,
and that too without difordering the
head ; which, in time of health, would
certainly quite overfet the fame perfon
to make fo very free with, wiz. the
Cholera Morbus, the Tetanus, and the
Locked faw. A particular account of a
patient of mine under the laft Diforder,
you may meet with in7o¢ GENTLEMAN’s:
MacaziNe for November 1706¢.

The London Medical Obfervations and
Inquiries afford us no fewer than Four
well-attefted inftances of cure in this
terrible difeafe of a Locked Faw; though
I was not fo fortunate with the voung
Farmer I was called to; all which were:
ewing to Oprum and warm bachs only,,

after:
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after all other means had been tried in
vain. In their firft cafe, forty drops of
of liquid Jaudanum was repeated at leaft
every fix hours ; after which three grains
of {olid opium were given three times a
day in its ftead ; and then the dofe was
gradually leflened to a fingle grain a day;
and fhe did well. The other patient
took no fewer than 317 grains of pure
opium in about five weeks time, befides
feveral draughts with liquid laudanum
and {yrup of poppies; and likewife re-
covered. — So youfee opium is either
good or bad, according as it is properly
ufed ; but ordinarily by too large a dofe
it becomes poifonous.

The method of cure for an over-dofe
of opium confifts, as aforefaid, firft in
cafting forth by vomits as much as
poflible, and thofe of a {peedy operation;
as a dram of White Vitriol diffolved in
warm water, or broth, and feveral times
repeated, diretly, at every motion up-
wards. And if the Poifon has reached
further to the inteftines, tharp clyfters
fhould be often injected; and nexta dofe
of cream of tartar ; as half an ounce at
a time in whey; and then antidotes

againft
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againft opium are to be duly exhibited;
among which lixivial falts are of fervice,
as alfo white or tartarous foap. A draught
of old wine is alfo commended, or {pirits
of wine with the white of an egg, to
clear away the vifcid rofin, which is the
moft pernicious part of opium, adhering
to the coats of the ftomach. Laftly,
acid medicines, as vinegar, are to be
made ufe of. The perfon is to be kept
awake as much as poffible, and to be
exercifed as much as can be, by expof-
ing him naked to the cold air, and in
defperate cafes even plunging him into

cold water is recommended.
¥0. Vinous Spirits, and diftilled in-
toxicating liquors, are another family of
Poifons ; and though flow, yet are cer-
tain in the long-run; and when taken
too exceflively at once, have often proved
as {peedily fatal as Poifons of ‘the other
kinds. Devouring fuch hot liquors have
deftroyed many. Spiritsof Wine, taken
inwardly, are detrimental to animals by
coagulating the blood; and beftowed on
vegetables by way of nourithment, not
even the vine itfelf excepted, furely kills
them; and unlefs a patient will forbear
hard
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hard drinking, it is needlefs to apply to
a Phyfician; as it is impofiible to cure
fuch, while they are determined to tip-
ple liquid fire; which will extinguifh all
concoétions, enervate the folids, and cor-
rupt the fluids, if not kill them directly
on the fpot.

This puts me in mind of a youth, a
Bricklayer, who had made himfelf dead
drunk with his beloved Gin, and lay fo, -
infenfible on the highway at Steeple in
DengyHundred, whither 1 was fent for to
a patient : his neighbours and attendants
came to me for Advice what they thould
do to him to fave his life? I bid them
plunge him into a pond of water; but un-
luckily it was fo dry a fummer, that none
near had water enough to cover him;
wherefore they throwed pails-full of cold
water all over him, which excited only
fome {mall mufcular motions; and he
foon died, paying dear for his folly.

And as for the fatal effects of Opium,
I have been witnefs of Three: the firft
was, from a young Apothecary giving a
weak woman an over-dofe at night,
whereby fhe was found dead and cold
next morning by thofe that entered her

Room:



[ 39 1
Room to vifit her. The fecond was a
tenant of mine, who had a vial of opium
given him by his wife, inftead of an in-
fufion of fenna, that ftood clofe by it;
which carried him off next day raving
mad. The third was an infant-fon of
my own, about a year and half old,
who, upon eight drops of laudanum be-
ing given him, and then laid in the
cradle, I obferved an uncommon chear-
fulnefs in his countenance, and vivacity
in his eyes, which was foon followed
with a frightful flagging and fhortnefs of
breath; I whipt him up in my arms,
and ran about the room with him,
tofling him up and down to wake him,
but in lefs than half an hour after he

had taken the fatal draught, he gave up
the Ghott.

Thus far of Vegetable Poifons; next
of Animal ones.
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II. Of Animal Porsons.

T follows next in courfe to give ac-

count of fuch. Poifons as are com-
municated to mankind the other way
before fpoken of, viz. Externally, from
venomous Animals; and which infe&
the blood either by Bzting, Striking, or
Eating the fame.

Of this clafs Sfrpmfs challenge the
firft place. By the biting of all. furts of
which tribe, the poifonous juice is in-
fufed into the wound made by their
teeth in the inftant of biting, by which
all the fubfequent deadly fymptﬂms are
direély occafioned.

Authors affign the mean of a Viper
the middle place, betwixt thofe that kill
immediately, and thofe that deftroy by
{lower degrees: wherefore the Viper fha}l
here ferve for a fample of all the reft.

. 'The Viper, as the name imports,

18 aVlvlparﬂus Animal, that is, is brought
forth alive, whilft other creatures of the
ferpentine kind are Ovi parous, or hatched
from



[ 41 ] .
from eggs, as lodged in dunghils, and

other warm places.

Thofe that are bit fometimes die in
the fpace of feven hours, and fometimes
not before the third day. Vipers are
very angry animals, and their bite more
mortal in fummer than any other feafon of
the year ; and confequently more hurt-
ful in hot countries than cold. The rea-
fon is evident, heat much increafing mo-
tion; and which is equally true in re-
fpect of all kinds of Serpents, and other
Poifons whatever.

There lie two remarkable conglome-
rated glands on the fore-part of the Sin-
ciput, made up of many more {mall
ones, that are covered with a common
membrane, every one of which hath an
excretory duct; all which uniting, form
a common canal, running down to the
roots of the perforated Dentes Incifores,
and there depofit a yellow liquor into
{fmall bladders, feparated from the Vi-
per’s blood, according to the general laws
- of glandular fecretion, {carce exceeding a
drop in quantity ; which venomous fluid,
Dr Mead, in his excellent Treatife of
Poaifons, tells us, appears through the mi-

crofcope
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crofcope full of very minute faline par- .
ticles, like fpears, which by cutting de-
firoy the crafis of our blood, and caufes
coagulations therein (tomake comparifon)
like curds and whey.

Now what proves Death to us, isLife
to the animal it naturally belongs to; for
as its juices have but a flow motion; and
it catches his prey alive, and but feldom;
draws breath feldom, and lies dormant
or benumbed great part of the year; and
as it {wallows what it feizes upon, it
needs its poifonous liquor much to ftop
the ftruggling of its live prey, and kill it
as foon as entered the ftomach, and to
digeft the fame when got down thither ;
{o that wife Nature, who does nothing
in vain, we fee, intends this very liquor
for good purpofes to thefe animals ; and
it is our bufinefs to look out, and cau-
tioufly to avoid receiving hurt there-
from; for fuch creatures muft not be de-
nied their benefit by it, becaufe we may.
accidentally {uffer from the fame.

The fhocking {ymptoms confequent
on the bite of a Viper are thefe : Acute
pain, with a pricking in the wounded
part; a tumour, firftred, and then livid,

gradually
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oradually fpreading broader in the neigh-
bouring parts; the fkin grows hot, with
bladders breaking out, and in progrefs of
time a confiderable languithing enfues;
aguith pulfe, weak, and fometimes in-
termitting ; palpitation of the heart ;
{tupifaction of the fenfes; anxiety at
heart ; great ficknefs at ﬁomach, with
colerick vomiting, dulnefs of the eyes;
fometimes pain about the navel, or re-
gion of the liver, with jaundice; a diffi-
culty of breathing ; hickups, tremblings,
convulfions, clammy fweats; coldnefs
of the extremities, and death at laft con-
cluding the cataftrophy.

Unlefs the mifchief received be foon
removed by proper means, or the pe-
- culiar vigour of the wounded ﬁerfon,

whereby his innate vital ftrength fub-
dues the Poifon, which but rarely hap-
pens, if the perfon bit fhould even furvive
* all danger, yet a tumour with inflam-
mation will continue ; and fometimes a
Janies, or filthy watery liquor will flow
out of the wound, and fome puftules like
a berpes exedens will break out all around
it, and the {kin grow yellow as in a jaun-

dme. *
' This
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This infe€tion may be called the ve-
nomous inoculation of Vipers Poifon, as
that of the grand pox was unexpectedly
received through the {cratch of a finger,
by a Surgeon of a Man of War lately,
frnm drefling the fores of his venereal
patients ; for both are conveyed into the
blood in like manner as the infection of
the fmall pox; which laft, after long
and ftout ftruggling, nature of herfelf
often expels, but the other infetions re-
quire all the afliftance of medicine that art
can offer. It is evident it is poffible for
many other difeafes to be fuddenly com-
municated fo from a fick perfon, to an-
other in health,. by the like means,
could it, as in the fmall pox, anfwerany
good purpofe '

Hence we fee that fuch ulcers thould
be drefied with inftruments; and thofe
who lay women in child-bed, fufpected
venereal, fhould be fure none of the
cuticle be wanting on their hands, leaft
they be thereby fubject to the like cala-
mity alfo.

Now the reafon of cure for fuch Poi-
fons received into the blood from with-
out, depends chiefly on thefe three indi-

cations :
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cations: Firft, That the venom, as far
as poflible, be immediately extrated.
Secondly, That it be prevented, all that
can, from proceeding to the vital parts:
and Thirdly, That what of the Poifon
has already penetrated the blood-veflels
be expelled by alexipharmics, in like
manner as was afore faid of thofe taken
in by the mouth.

The learned Celfus, whom fome fay,
though a great writer, was no practi-
tioner, different from Dr Friend’s opi-
nion in his Hiftory of Phyfic, compre-
hends the cuftom of the ancients relating
to the bite of Vipers, thus : In the firft
place, fays he, the member is to be
bound about the wound, yet not too
violently, left it benumbs; then the Poi-
fon 1s to be extracted by applying cup-
ping-glaffes, after having made deep
{carifications ; or to be drawn out by
{fu&tion, where there is no ulcer, or fore
in the mouth, for Poifon of ferpents do
no harm in the tafte, nor yet in the fto-
mach, but in the wound; or through
an excoriated part; nor will it be amifs
to make an Incifion with a knife all
round the puntuie. The wound af-
terwards
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terwards is to be wafhed with fpirits of
wine, in which venice treacle or mitri-
date hath been diffolved. It is good alfo
to apply to the wound a cock chicken
fplit through the middle alive; or {fome
of the fleth of a kid, or lamb, warm.
It is proper for the patient to drink a
little wine with pepper, or any other
fpice, that is capable of raifing a heat, to
prevent the blood from clotting within.
For moft Poifons kill by cold. Warm
diuretics are alfo ufeful, becaufe they
thin the humours.

But the modern practice advifes to
hold a red-hot iron at a little diftance
from the wound prefently after bit.
This, fays Boyle, fo much dulls the ve~
nom, that it preferves the patient fafe
and well, nor will he foffer any harm,
except pain in the part, which prefently
vanifhes. But when the hand is in, for
the Surgeon to clap the hot iron on the
wound itfelf, before the patient is aware
of it, and burn it deep, would be much
better, and fafer ftill, as it would effec-
tually deftroy the venom at once, before
it could have proceeded further to infect
the juices, and would be eafily forgiven

afterwards
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afterwards by the patient. Where this
operation will not be allowed, wath the
wound with falt and water, and lay falt
upon it for a day or two after.

Vipers fat rubbed upon the wound,
if done directly, has been lately found
to be alone, and above all things, a pre-
fent remedy : and fince that, it has been
difcovered that f{weet fallad oil, 7.e. oil
of olives, ufed the fame way, has the like
effect. |

Inwardly give contrayerva in powder,
fnake-root, and other fuch like warm
aromatics, with high cordials and vola-
tile falts, to roufe the fpirits and raife a
fweat in bed, which keep up by drink-
ing plentifully of white wine whey hot.
There is no {ufficient preventative yet
known, nor can it reafonably be expected
there thould be fuch.

Some go to the high price of volatile
falt of Vipers for an ‘antidote, thinking
there is fome fecret {pecific virtue therein,
more than in any other volatile falt pre-
pared from any other body. But this is
all a miftake, for as fuch preparations
are the prodults of fire, we have as little

reafon to expect that any intrinfic virtue
of
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of the Viper {hould remain in its volatile
falt, that has undergone the force of the
furnace, as that any virtue of wormwood
remains in the fixed alkali falt thence
extraCted by the force of the fire that
burnt the dried herb: wherefore it is,
that falt of tartar is now juftly ufed for
all the fame intents and purpofes, as falt
of wormwood formerly in the days of
lefs knowledge was commonly called in
for, and anfwers the end as well, and at
much lefs expence and trouble.

2. An Addder i1s of all ferpents the
moft vehement. It makes fo fmall a
wound by its puncture as almoft efcapes
the fharpeft eye, {carce equal to the.
prick of a needle; yet even through that
fmall perforation it infufes a fmall drop
of Poifon of great force, and {o very
pernicious, that it runs through the whole
body in a few hours, and fpeedily kills,
but without occafioning much pain.

The {fymptoms are a heavinefs in the
head, a mift over the eyes, a dulnefs of
fenfe, a ftupidnefs, flothfulnefs, {leep-
inefs, palenefs of face, coldnefs of the
body, with frequent gaping and cramps;
and at laft, without fpecdy help inter-

_ venes,
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veens, in a few hours time certain death.
The cure is much the fame as is ufed
for the Viper and other venomous ani-
mals.

When I was a young man, a woman
was at harveft behind our village with
her hufband, when perceiving her little
dog engaged with an Adder, fhe indif-
creetly, to take her dog’s part, patted
~ the ferpent on the back with her clog,
{he pulied off on purpofe. The Viper
turning upon her, feized her by the mid-
dle finger, and bit her: on this fhe ran
direCtly out of the field to my Father
for hdp ; when, 1 remember, he {cari-
fied it, and drefled it with fpmts and
venice treacle, there being not room
enough to fix on a cupping-glas. By
next day her arm, and all along the fame
fide, was all over fpeckled with black
and bluec fpots, from the coagulated
blood ; but the foon leaving the country,
1 knew not the confequence.

3. A Spider, as little an animal as it
is, is very full of venom; of which too
there are feveral forts, and fome more
poifonous than others ; yet they all prove
. pernicious after one and the fame way;
C ViZ,
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oical property connate therewith, com- °
mon {weet olive oil will anfwer the end
every whit as well, and that only by at-
tracting the venomous falts of thefe crea- -
tures poifonous juices to itfelf, and theath-
ing, as it were, their tharp points within
its own fubftance, and fo prevents their
pafling into the blood, and acting there
as fo many daggers upon the blood-
globules, to the deftroying their due
texture, and coagulating tiie fame. All
this common oil can do, by alling after
the fame mannes; as late experiments
have convincingly proved, and thereby
have brought it into common pratice.
5. Rubeta, or a Toad, is, except its
eyes, a very uglyanimal, and as great an
enemy to mankind as they are to it.
He is full of venom, and therefore very
properly called alfo: Burfa terrefiris
Toxici, < A bag of Poifon from the
¢¢ earth.,” Itis, I fay, much hated by
man; and it, on the other hand, has as
great an hatred againfc him. It is ugly
all over, unlefs its eyes, which are very
black, and would be accounted very
fine and pretty, if the horror arifing

from its hideous deformity elfewhere,
did
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did not prejudice us in beholding their
beauty.

Nature feems, as it were, to fport in
the formation of foms animals, as Toads,
Monkeys, and others, and makes none
every where perfetly ugly, nor yet com-
pletely handfom; for even the Night-
ingale is excellent only for her voice, as
the Peacock is frightful for his note; and
even the Peacock, as gay as he is in
feathers, they fay, is athamed of his
ugly feet; and a Monkey is frightened |
almoft out of his wits at the fight of a |
Snail, and will cowardly fly from him,
and fancy the Snail is following after |
him. '

Though Toads have no teeth, they
have hard gums, which being dry, they
{queeze together fo very clofe, that the
part they faften on has their Poifon
thereby driven into the pores by the
compreffion, which is foon conveyed
thence all over the body. Their venom,
fome fay, (as others have held of the
Poifon of other venomous animals) con-
fifts not in any thing but their fury, but
I think, in their excrements, efpecially
in a fharp cauftic urine impregnated with

c 3 a vo-
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a volatile falt ; which acrimony it feems
to acquire from its fingular nourithment,
viz. thofe minute flies found in their
ftomach arnd colon. Dead Toads are
faid to be without venom.

However they throw out their venom
when alive, by urine, fpittle, and vo-.
miting a frothy matter upon herbs, efpe-
cially the firawberry, of which they are
very fond. 'The venom of Toads is not
only pernicious inwardly taken, but ex-
ternally fprinkled on the fkin alfo, unlefs
the place is prefently wafhed with urine,
or {alt water; ‘which thews there is more
than mere fury in the matter.

Does not this overthrow the aflertion
of thofe who impute the poifon of Toads
to their rage, or fury only? But fo it
too often is in Authors, where the fame
perfon fhall contradiét himfelf : rage
aflifts to the effetual conveyance of
their Poifon, but the deleterious property
muft lie in fome fecreted liquor of the
animal provoked. This was a long
controverly once between two men of
note, but was terminated in favour of
a contaminating fluid at laft.

The
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T he {ymptoms from Toads poifon are
~ thefe; it makes the perfon grow yellow

like themfelves; their whole body {wells;
and they blabber with black lips and
tongue ; they are feized with an afthma-
tic dlﬁicuity of breathing, vomiting and
cold fweats ; vertigo, fyncope, convul-
- fions; and laft of all, death; and which
the mere rage of the Toad alone could
never naturally produce.

Wherefore, as often before faid, vo-
mit the patient as foon as poflible, efpe-
cially if the Poifon was taken in at the
mouth ; and next give a glyfter; then
break the force of the remaining venom
by means of warm alexipharmics, and
attenuant medicines; as venice treacle,
mithridate diffolved in generous wine ;
but laft of all, to digeft and carry off
any more relicks of the Poifon, ufe hot-
baths, and ftrong exercife, if the patient
can, to clear the body quite of fuch an
hoftile gueft,

6. As to the large Toad of Surinam,
that bears its Ova all over the furface of
its body, fome fay, the female lodges
them on the fkin of the male; my ac-
count thereof may be feen in the Maga-

C 4 zine
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zine that goes by the name of The Uni-
verfal MuseuM, too long here to infert.
It 1s very poifonous; and whenever fuch
misfortunes happen, the cure may be
managed as abovefaid for Toads of our
own country.

7. An Eft; for as innocent as it may
feem, yet, when enraged, it wants not
its thare of Poifon, as well as the reft of
the tribe, and admits the fame method
of cure as that of a Toad abovefaid ; and
which the following cafe is a full proof
of.

When T went to {chool to an uncle
at Bathgate, twelve miles weft from
Edinburgh, there lived a young fervant
to another uncle, who told me, that as
{he, with feveral other women, were
weeding lint, on their knees, one of the
company feeing an Eft’s neft juft before
her, out of indifcreet fport afked her to
change places ; accordingly fhe did, but
happened to kneel down upon the Elf
and her young ones; when feeling fome
wriggling, inftead of {tanding up to fee,
fthe unguardedly put her fingers to feel,
when the Mother-Eft feized her by the
finger; the pain and fright of which

hurried
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hurried her home through the town of
Linkithgow, where fhe then dwelt, with
the enraged Eft hanging down from the
part it firft fixed upon; a man meeting
her, looking on, having a fwitch in his
hand, whipt it dead before it would let
go its hold. The maid’s arm {welled
up to her very body, and it was with
difficulty, by the {kill of an able Sur-
geon, her life was faved. |
8. Cantharides, or Spanifb Flies, are,
like Opium, either good or bad, juft as
they are ufed. Applied outwardly they
fometimes hurt the bladder, and have
even brought an inflammation thereon ;
they often occafion a flranguary, and
even excite to bloody water. Taken in-
wardly, they corrode almoftall the parts
of the body, from the mouth to the
anus. They inflame and ulcerate, which
occafions a burning fever. From their
refinous fubftance, the tafte of cedar or
pine is plainly perceived in the mouth.
More of which may be met with, and
the proof that their cauftic property pro-
ceeds not, as is commonly thought, from
any animal falt, in Sey’s CrRarTsMAN for
March 28th, 1767.
C.5 It
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It is from an animal fort of refinous
{fubftance they a&t, and irritate the pores
by ; and fo produce pain, and all their
other dreadful fymptoms. They are pe-
culiarly troublefome to the urinary paf-
fages, both becaufe of the delicate ten-
dernefs of thefe veffels, and the congre-
gation of thofe irritating refinous par-
ticles colle¢ted within fo narrow a com-
pafs as the kidnies and ureters. Hence
we fee how cautious we ought to be in
ufing fuch doubtful and dangerous in-
ftruments; which, though fo minute as
to be invifible, can do execution as cer-
tainly as fword or piftol.

Yet we muft not lofe the benefit of
fuch a valuable drug; as when properly
applied no one is more effe®ual in re-
lieving bad fymptoms, and curing a dif-
eafe, and what nene elfe {fometimes can
do fo well befides, particularly in an old
gleet, leprofy, fixed local pains, and fe-
veral other diforders, that oftentimes
will yield to nothing elfe: wherefore the
Tin&ure of Cantharides was a grand fpe-
cific with Dr Mead for the firft diforder.
But as fome delicate conftitutions cannot
well bear even twenty drops, while I

| have
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have ordered above onehundred to others,
for adofe; it thould be regulated fo as
not to bring on a {tranguary; which, as
as foon as they feel, they fhould forbear
till it wears off, and then return to it
again.

As to the cure for Cantharides, when
become noxious; if {fwallowed, they
fhould, as in all ather Poifons received
inwardly, be ejected as foon as pofiible,
only with 2 vomit of lukewarm water,
or fat broth; diluting glyfters and oily
mixtures are alfo to be injeted, both to
obtund the acrimony, and bring away
that pungent poifon. Warm new milk,
emulfions of the cold feeds, or of fweet
almonds, fperma ceti, all oily and muci-
laginous f{ubftances, jellies of any fore,
and lemnian earth, are very proper for
the like purpofe; But above all things,
(witnefs Dr Greenvell) gum camphire,
either by way of julap or pills, mathed
up with blanched almonds; which by
attraCting the pungent adhz{ive rofin of
the flies, is moft certainly a grand anti-
dote, five, fix, or more grains for a doft.

9. The Bite of a Mad-Dog, Cat, or
other mad animal. This is the moft

; terrible:
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terrible poifon of all in being, and often
attended with the moft melancholy and
fhocking effets that can pofiibly befal
poor mortal man. Many have been the
recipes, and noftrums cried up for 77-
fallible in the cure of this dreadful cala-
mity ; but alas! they have all, in their
turn, fometimes failed of fuccefs: and
as yet we have no one fpecific that can at
all times and on all occafions be wholly
depended upon. Even the ancient and
ever-efteemed immerfion in falt- water,
with Dr Nugent of Bath, 1 likewife look
upon to be little worth : and the many
that have died raving mad, even after
often dipping, is a plain proof thereof.
The Do&or, in his excellent treatife on
this horrid diftemper, aflures us, he cured
a young woman, even after the laft and
moft fatal {ymptom had feized her;
which gives us hopes, that in time even
this, as yet unconquerable, difeafe may
be overcome alfo.

But as this is not a place to be parti-
cular in, I f{ball only mention thofe three
beft medicines we as yet well know of.
After bleeding at the beginning freely
from a large orifice, next give glyﬁe;i_s of

" alt-
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falt- water. Dr Mead’s powder : afhs
coloured ground liver-wort 4 drams,
black pepper 2 drams in powder, mix
them for fourdofes. Take one in warm
milk fafting, for four mornings fuccef-
fively. -
Another famous fpecific is, the Ea/ff-
India medicine. Cinnabar, native and
fatitious, of each 24 grains; muotk 16
grains, mix to be taken in a cup of arrac
or brandy. It.is faid to fecure the pa-
tient thirty days; at the expiration of
which it is to be repeated in three hours,
which is faid to be fufficient for a cure.
Opium is to be ufed in the hydrophobia,
and drinking draughts of vinegar is faid
to have even cured it. With Hoffman 1
prefer a warm, before.a cold bath.

The third fpecific is #ood-boney-fuckle,

- that for the beauty of its long purple
flowers is often tranfplanted to make ar-
bours in our gardens with, The virtue
of this fimple was about three years ago
communicated to us abroad with great
recommendation. To be taken at any
time, and any way, without any. ftrict
regimen. ‘The leaves or flowers are eat,
as fome do fage, on bread and butter; or
n

L
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in powder; or by way of decoction, and
the root in winter, when no other part
is to be'had. It is faid to be a certain
and fovereign cure, both for man and
beaft ; and, with other things, it may
‘be well worth the trying.

10. Laftly; Mechanical Poifons, asin
fome fenfe we may call them, are worft
of all, becaufe incurable. For though
fuch are not venomous, as the fubjeéts
of the two former tribes are, yet as they
are entirely undigeftable, multangled,
and immoveable, ftopping by the way, -
and adhering to the coats of the ftomach
and guts, like fo many little knives or
lancets, they cut and wound the animal.
fibres of thofe bowels; fo that there are
but fmall hopes of relief, much lefs of
a cure. Such are the Powder of Diamonds,
Cryftal, Glafs, Filings of Metals, and the:
like ; which, from the very mode of
their painful operation, may not im-
properly be termed Mechanical Poifon;
which, as T faid, when taken by any
means into the body, like fo many {mall
{words, {tab, cut, and wound the coats-
of the inteftines, and thereby caufe in--
flammation, mortification, and flow or

fudden
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fudden death, which is even paft the
power of art itfelf to prevent.

III. Of Mineral Po1sons.

HIS head brings me of courfe to:

the third and Jaf? clafs of Poifons,
thofe of the mineral Kingdom ; the moft
common and remarable of which, we
thall run over, whether natural or arti-
ficial, briefly in their order.
1. That drfenic, ot Rats-bane, holds
the firft place among mineral Poifons, is
well known even to Barbers, and almoft:
any body. It is of two forts: Native,.
juft as dug crude out of the earth, and.
Fa&itious. The Native, or natural kind,
is again twofold ; wzz. Auripigmentum,
becaufe yellow, and Sandaracha, which:
isred. TheFa&itiousislikewife double,
made from thefe by chemical fublima-
tion. The one, of Auripigmentum,.
called White Cryflaline Arfenic, looking
like white marble. The other of San-
darach, which is {imply called Arfenic:::

any
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any fort of them taken into the body
occafions almoft the fame fort of violent
{ymptoms; yet Sandarach is milder than
Auripigmentum, and that than White
Cryftaline Arfenic, which is the ftrong--
eft, and therefore the moft poifonous of
all, -
Arfenic inwardly taken, difcovers its
virulency, firft by purging, vellicating, ir-
ritating, and burning, which excites moft -
violent heat and pain in the ftomach,
with vehement tortures in the inteftines,
and ftrong vomiting, unextinguifthable
thirft ; a great drynefs and roughnefs of
the tongue, fauces and gullet ; hiccups,
violent anxieties, palpitation, faintings,
coldnefs of the extreme parts. Some-
times vomiting, with black ftools, fetid,
and cadaverous; next a gangreen and
mortification of the ftomach follows ;
and laft of all, to conclude the cataftro-
phy, a moft painful and miferable death..

As to the cure, univerfal evacuations
being made upwards, asalready directed
for all Poifons in general, thin, foft, di-
luting, watery, oily, and mucilaginous -
medicines, are the moft proper. Wepher
fays, that Bezoar mineral with butter

| ~ obtunds
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obtunds the acrimony of this kind of
Poifon.

‘Even the anointing with what has
Arfenic in the compofition, is likewile:
very dangerous: fad inftances are in feve-
ral Phyfical Authors of thofe who have
died miferably, of others who have loft
their fenfes, and of others again who
became lame from fuch dangerous mix-
tures. And there was an account in the
public papers a few years ago, of a
wretch who killed two infants by anoint-
ing them for fcald heads with an oint-
ment that had Arfenic therein.

2. Quickfilver cannot of its fingle felf
be reckoned a Poifon, or claffed among-
deleterious drugs,. for it is well known
many ounces have been {fwallowed, and
lodged a whole fortnight in the intef~
tines without damage. Do&or Dover’s
Coachman, afterwards mine, told me,
his Matfter, upon failing in fortune, went
abroad for a time; after which, on re-
turning home, to make his fortune, he
fet up his new method of fwallowing
Quickfilver for moft chronical difeafes,.
by wholefale. A little before his deceafe.
he left a dear book, intitled, 4 Legacy,

for:
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for which kind of charity the Poor are
but little beholden to him. In which,
‘to fhew his weaknefs too, and no one is
without his fhare; he fpeaks againft vo-
miting, as an unnatural motion, when
it is one of the moft beneficial ways of
evacuation, upon occafion, of any in na-
ture; and in fome cafes there is no doing
‘gond without it: fo is a violent flux an
unnatural motion, and Nature herfelf re-
lieves her oppreflion both ways, as fhe
fees mott fit.

Yet, as innocent as the internal ufe .
of crude mercury may be, the external
application of the fame is often of per-
nicious confequence, efpecially if ufed
on infants heads, by throwing them into
convulfions, and caufing palfies and
other diforders, where it has been made
too free with in the 1itch, and venereal
diforders. An inftance of the firft kind
happened not long ago, of a child being
thrown into convulfions from the ufe of a
mercurial ointment on its head. Where-
fore beware. It has been fuddenly fatal
to many, occafioning tremblings, ftupi-
dity, palfey, caries in the bones, and
perpetual lamenefs. 1 lately received a

letter:
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letter from a public patient in Her¢ford-
Jhire, requefting advice for a paralytic
diforder in his arms, occafioned by an
ointment advertifed in our daily papers
for the itch. I advifed him to undergo,
a gentle falivation, to drive out one Poi-
fon by another.

In others it produces an ill habit of
body, fcarce ever recoverable; and fome,
by only wearing Quickfilver girdles, a
cuftom now not fo common as it ufed
to be, have had all thofe parts below the -
girdle become numbed and paralytic,
that yielded to no method of cure,
though many were tried, for a long
time; till at laft he was fent to Bath,
fays Dr Allen; but returned very little
better. All other means thus proving in
vain, at laft, by a falivation raifed by
mercury, and a decoftion of the woods,
the Doctor quite freed him of the dif-
temper. |

And yet for all this danger, nothing
1s fafer than my Quickfilver-water, made
either by long thaking the mercury at
the rate of four ounces to two quarts, in
a bottle with the water; or rather, by
boiling half the water away. This ex=

cellent
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cellent and fimple preparation of Quick-
filver, as I have often mentioned in
many of my Medical Pieces, may be
ufed without the leaft danger, either.in-
wardly or outwardly, for worms, and
all cutaneous feculencies, in either man
or beaft. Ef{q; Boyle takes notice of this
water at the end of his Sceptical Chemift,
and recommends it as a fafe wath. for-
Ladies faces..

But though pure Quickfilver per fe,,
be fo fafe, yet feveral of its chemical
preparations are very poifonous; where-
fore whenever prefcribed, it fhould be
with all the prudence, fkill and caution.
pofiible..

3. Though Grude Mercury, 1 fay, is.
not violent in itfelf, yet fome of its pre-
parations in chemiftry are certainly moft
venomous: fuch as the Precipitates
thereof ; and the Corrofive Sublimate.
Mercury, taken but a few grains inward-.
ly, produces the worft {ymptoms of
them all.

Such compound' bodies, conftituted.
of ponderous Quickfilver, and acute
Salts, act fo violently from mechanical.
principles, the gravity of the. one driv-

ing
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ing the points of the otherinto the mems=
branes of the ftomach, that by pricking
the fame as with fo many pins and
needles, they cut, wound, and corrode
the animal fibres, o as to create intoler=
able pain; which brings on an inflam-
‘mation, or partial {toppage of the circu-
lation of the part irritated, which pro-

duces a mortification, that endsin death.
Thus upon the firft touch thereof it
confumes all before it like a burning
fire, {o that whenever taken inwardly,
either by accident or evil purpofe, the
tongue and fauces are diretly affected ;
tormenting pains feize the ftomach, a
fwelling of the belly fucceeds, moft vi-
olent vomiting attending, with the ut-
moft ftraining nature can exert; a mu-
cous, frothy matter, and fometimes
blood, is difcharged ; and what is dif-
charged downwards i1s much of the fame
kind, and moft frequently with excru-
ciating pains, with an inward burning
heat and infatiable thirft, great fwel-
ling and inflammation of tongue and
fauces, with tremors, faintings, cold
{fweats and cenvulfions, and in a fhort
time after the bowels being gangreened,
the
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the unhappy perfon dies a moft mifer-
able death.

" Alas! fays Dr Allen, to”"whom I am
beholden for fome of thefe remarks, there
is {fcarce a remedy equal to fo great an
evil. The bafis of the cure confifts in
the greateft fpeed: the principiis obfla
was never more neceflary to be ftrictly
obferved : what is or can be done in the
cafe, muft be directly, or it will be too
late.

Firft we are to difcharge the ftomach,
the feat of the diforder, as much as pof-
fible, to throw out part of the Poifon
by vomiting ; for which nothing is more
fit and handy than {weet oil, or butter
and warm water. They are the beft
drugs to defend the coats of that bowel
againft the minute but deadly points of
thofe {alts, whofe wounds make up in
number what they fingly want in quan-
tity, and can kill as effectually as either
fword or piftol.

Thefe foftning and diluting materials,
if any thing can, will foon promote the
expulfion of fome of the pungent Spicula,
befides that they lubricate; and laftly
make way for the exhibition of the

greater
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oreater antidotes, and render the ufe of
them fafer for the corretion and expul-
fion of what venomous tincture may ftill
remain.

From experiments we have feen all
the corrofive force of this chemical pre-
paration of Corrofive Sublimate Mercury
quite altered, by folutions made of them
in oil of tartar per Deliquium, 7z.e. So-
lution of dry falt of tartar into liquor, by
being only expofed to the dampnefs of
the air. Any fixt alkalious or lixiviate
fales will do the fame, by fheathing the
tharp points of thofe penetrating faline
Spicula, and fo abate the force and viru-
lency of this fo ftrong a Poifon: and in-
deed, they afford the beft affiftance for
{uch an end, above all other antidotes as
yet known.

This Corrofive Sublimate, as all other
Poifons fo called, fhould be dire@ly
thrown back by f{uitable emetics, before
it be allowed time to take too great ef-
fe@. Dr Shaw adviles one of verdi-
greafe, from one to two grains, becaufe
it works without delay, the quickeft of
any that can on {uch fudden emergencies
be given; but this I think not quite

{uitable,
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fuitable, as it would be driving out one
Poifon by meansof another; which may
‘not be fo fafe: though to fome it may
not {feem alike improper, as we often fee
-one nail drive out another, as I obferved
before, in prefcribing a gentle Sal for
the palfey proceeding from mercurial
wunétion, that obfiructed thofe nerves.
-And fire too in burning may be expelled
by fire : but the cafe is not parallel here ;
wherefore I would rather ufe milder and
{afer remedies, as a dram of white vi-
triol difiolved in warm water, and often
repeated, which is a {peedy vomit, and
vents itfelf every emotion : or if you
have any fufpicion thereof asa falt, tinc-
ture or decoction of ipecacuanha, or only
©0il and warm water ; for the Poifon it-
felf will excite vomiting and purging
enough, without provoking it further
with any ftimulant. But then there muft
be liquor fuflicient poured down as faft
as poflible, to wath the ftomach and
inteftines clean, and dilute and weaken
the aétion of the fublimate, and wafh it
off as far as pofiible. Yet half a grain
of this preparation to an ounce of {pirits,
makes that folution fo excellent for the

: Venereal



I

Venereal Difeafe, and will cure it where
Salivation could not.

4. Verdigreafe too, inwardly taken, is
a ftrong Poifon ; and fome bad prepara-
tions of Antimony are equally violent.
Thele act almoft in the fame way as
Arfenic and Sublimate, though ina little
lower degree ; and as they ufually caufe
the like {ymptoms, do require the like
method of cure; fo as we have faid {o
much already, we need fay no more
about it.

¢. But, befides fuch folid Poifons as
thefe aforefaid, Acid Spirits, as Agua
Fortis or Regia, ftrong Spirits of Nitre,
O:l of Vitriol, and the like, prove Liquid
Poifons, if {wallowed by themfelves;
and yet when diluted, in many cafes
make excellent medicines, What mif-
chief they may do is from corrofion, in
being taken too ftrong and unguarded,
and not from any unalterable poifonous
quality in them.

When by either wickednefs or mif-
take they are taken into the {tomach,
like fo much liquid fire, or cauflics, they
burn their way through, and, without

fpeedy and fkilful affiftance, difpatch
D the



[ » ]

the perfon with the utmoft torments.
For which purpofe diluting, lenient, and
vifcid fubftances {hould be plentifully
thrown in, tovent, correct, and theathe
the corroding falts ; and, asa defenfative
plafter, line the irritated membranes ; for
which end mucilaginous meat and drink
fhould be often fwallowed.

Montanus {zys, for corroding Poifons
there is nota better medicine than cows-
milk, if drank in great quantities, to fa-
tisfy thirft, which is always the confe-

uence of {wallowing fuch ftimulating
Poifons. All fixed alkaline falts and lix-
iviums, as aforefaid, leflen the corrofion
here alfo. Milk warm from the cow,
with teftaceous powders, are very pro-
per likewife.

An acquaintance 1n Calvert County,
marrying a third Wife for money, who
difturbed him with her Drunkennefs, to
oet rid of his plague, placed a bottle of
Aguafortisunder her armed Chair, where
her ufual ftock of Spirits ufed to ftand ;
fhe unfortunatcly {fwallowing this inftead
of the other, roared out inftantly, and
her cruel Hufband, with the help of his

eldeft Son, threw her on a bed, and
bound
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bound her down; where {he lay hor-
ribly tormented, and venting frightful
thrieks, till kind death releated her from
her mifery.

The Father and Son were both tried
for murder, but (how it happened I ne-
ver truly heard) they both were cleared,
but furely againft the Judge's will; who
atked why, and how they counld be fo
hard-hearted to bind her down them-
felves, and not employ others for fo
thocking a work? To the firft queftion
they replied, to prevent her killing her-
felf; but what anfwer was made to the
laft queftion, I know not, However,
afier the trial was over, the Father in-
{ulted the Judge, and the Judge threat-
ned to bhave the caufe tried over again,
for that he was fure he was guilty, but
it dropped. The perfon died two years
ago, and went to an{wer before a Judge
that could not be miftaken in the cafe.

6. There are fome recrements of Me-
tals alfo, as Lead, and others made
therefrom, juftly reckoned among M-
neral Potfons: as Litharge of both forts,
the fcum of Lead in refining Metals ;
Cerufs,” or White Lead; 1. e, the Ruit
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of that venomous Metal impregnated
with fteams of vinegar; and Red Lead,
made fo by ftrong calcination; yet a
poifonous quality remains in them all,
and by chemical procefles may be rege-
nerated into Lead in its firft form again.

Thefe all, in fome meafure, poflefs
the virtues, or vices rather, of Arfenic,
but are not quite {o fuddenly deftructive.
The cure is the fame as for other Poifons
above defcribed. But the lefs need be
faid on this head, as the ingenious Dr
Baker has fo fully and learnedly treated
on this fort of Poifon in all its forms, in
his accurate Account thereof, in the firft
volume of The Medical Tranfactions of our

learned College of Phyficians at Londun ;
whither I refer you.

C O N-
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"CONCLUSION.

—* O render this fmall Treatife of fome
further fervice, not to the Patient
only, but to any of the Profeflion alfo,
I will here finally thew how any Phyfi-
cian, Surgeon, or .Apothecary, if called
before a court of juftice after examining
any body fufpected to have died by Poi-
fon, may judicioufly and conlcientioufly
give their Verdi&t, as men of fkill and
probity ; and that not only on a perfon’s
being balely poifoned in gereral, but
oftentimes even by what fort of Poifon.
it was eruclly perpetrated.

This is to be learnt, for the moft
part, from what has been already de-
livered, upon taking notice of every. fort
of Poifon herein treated of ; but the
moft evident teftimonies of any one’s
being poifoned, are. thefe following.
In the dead body opened, a lividnefs-
of the bowels, of. a: citron or elfe of a.
blackifh colour, a gangreen and mortifi- -
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cation of the ftomach. and inteftines:
thefe are all manifeft tokens of Poifon
exhibited ; if the perfons, before their
deceafe, had perpetual violent vomitings,
bloody ftools, burning heat of yrine,
gripings, convulfions, fyncope, cold
{weats, palpitation of heart, lofs of
{fpeech, and other fymptoms mentioned
in this Treatife before.

Narcotics and opiates have fome few
{ymptoms different from thofe proceed-
ing from corrofive fubjects of Poifon.
They leave no external marks or figns
behind them, only a horrid ghaftly look
of the eyes from relaxation; even a
common dofe of opium will render them
very dull; by which you may tell if
any one has taken opium. The other
fingular figns are already reckoned up
under the Article Op7um, whither I re-
fer you,

But in pafling Judgment before 2
Court of Juftice from the Signs above-
mentioned, Gentlemen of the Faculty
are to confider well, and make ufe of
the greateft prudence and caution in
fpeaking ; for all thefe figns, which may
be occafioned by the erofion of the

bowzels
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bowels by Poifon, may happen alfo from
fharp humours bred within the body; a
wonderful inftance of which was that
which fet a Lady on fire, and burnt her
to death in her bed-chamber, related
in the Medical Mufeum, that kindled
firft in her bowels. It is a wonder to
me that fome Gin-drinkers die not the
fame way.

Wherefore it will be advifeable, when
no certain argument convinces the Judge,
rather to pardon the Guilty of an ac-
cufed crime, than to condemn the In-
nocent to death; which is confonant
both to divine and human laws. Yet
fometimes there are cafes fo much out
of doubt, that judgment muft confci-
entioufly be given in another manner,
in order to do impartial juftice.

7o e d D R D @
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Was credibly informed here laft {fum-

mer, by a Gentleman from Hunting-

donfbire, of the following fingular
way of conveyance of infection from
a mad Dog, where no bite was in the
cafe; and which happened two or three
days before he went from home.

A Farmer’s great Dog ran mad, and
bit his Mafter; then pafling by the
barn-door, where his Threfher hap-
pened to be making water, he chanced
to lick the end of his Penis only, after
which the fellow finding himfelf grow
out of order, fent for an intimate ac-
quaintance, and after telling him the
accident, begged he would promife him-
to be a friend to his diftrefled wife and
children, for he was certain he {hould
run mad, and die thereof; which he
accordingly did,

Dr
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