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PHYSICIAN
Legacy tohis Country.

Life without the leaft Thought of be-

coming an Author ; and if it thould be
asked, W hat makes me now appear in Print :
I anfwer, That I have acquired in Phyfick,
by my long Study and Prag:ice, what I con-
ceive may be for the common Benefit of
Mankind 5 and therefore I publith my Obfer-
vations.

If this fhould not be allowed as a {ufficient
Reafon by fome who have exprefled no good
Will towards me, it will give me but little
Concern: I leave what I write to the un-
prejudiced Reader.

I HAVE f{pent the greatet Part of my

B My
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My Defign is to touch on fuch Parts of
Phyfick, as | conceive moft neceflary to be
underftood by every Prattitioner, and which
{eem to me hitherto to have been neither ex-
plained, notr accounted for in a proper Man-
ner, notwithftanding the voluminous Works
in which they have been treated of.

Authors for the moft Part follow oneano-
ther, and deviate but little from the common
Track. This Method I fhall in no wife
purfue 3 my Defign being to fet down only
{fuch Things ashave occuired to me from the
Practice and Experience of forzy-nine Y cars.

It is effentially neceflary in the Cure of
Difeafes, to be throughly acquainted with the
Nature of them : W ithout this Knowledge,
no Good # to be done. ‘On the contrary,
much Harm may probably enfue from the
Phyficians miftaking the Patient’s Cale;
which in fome Perfons is eafily difcovered,
in others very difficult to underftand.
~ This, 1 apprehend, proceeds from the Af-
finity and Relcmblance there 1s berween dif-
ferent Difeafes; which, though often artended
with the fame Symproms, yet proceed from
different Caufes, and confequently require va-
vious Mcthods of Cure : For which Reafon
the Phyfician thould be very cautious in pre-
fcribing, till ‘he hasfully examined the Symp-
toms of the Difeale, and compared them with

the feveral An{wers of the Patient, till he
has
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has juft Reafons to think ‘he underftands the
Nature of the Diftemper.

Complicated Cafes are moft difficult ; nei-
ther is 1t poflible to determine any Thing of
- them before they happen, by realon of their
various Degrees, and uncertain Combinations.

In thefe Calfes, fo very hard to be adjufted,
a - Phyfician may chance to err a lirtle; buc
in fimple Difeales, the Miftake admits of no
Excule.

- To go no farther than a Dropfy. ==l
have attended fome Perfons in this Diftemper,
where it has taken very deep Root. Their
.Le%s, Thighs, and Bodies, have beea blown
up like Bladders 5 yet fome of thefe Perfons
have been blooded four or five Times, 10 or-
der, as was faid, to relieve their Shortnels of
Breath; whereas Shortnefs of Breath is not
.always an Indication for Bleeding.

 There are three Caufes of a Dyfpnza, or
Shortnefs of Breath 3 Inflammation, Convul-
fion, and Plenitude: Bleeding in Convulfions,
if it has not been, ought o be exploded ;
‘and in Fulnefs, occafioned by Dropfies, it is
pernicious to the laft Degree.

I fhall make no Scruple to affirm, That
thortne(s of Breath, though it be what we
‘term A6lio Lefa, makes no Diltemper, with-
~out {ome other bad Symptoms attending it ;
4bit did, a Man who ruos, or ufes any vio-

B 2  demt




(4)

lent Exercife, caufing Shortnefs of Breathe
ing, might be faid to be diftempered.

Neither in other Cafes is Shortnefs of
Breath to be looked on as any Thing but
the Effet of fome Dilfeale, caufing great
W eaknels, which onthe leaft Motion is fol-
lowed with Difficulty of Breathing.

It may feem ftrange that this Difeale, viz.
a Dropfy, fhould be fo grofly miftaken ; when
the Condition of a Woman, near the Time
of her Delivery, is not more apparent to the
Eye, than that of an hydropical Perfon. How-
ever, this thews what great Reafons there
are to fet the Symptoms of Difeafes in as
clear a Light as poffible.

I fhall, in the Profecution of this Subjeét,
take Notice, in a very brief Manner, of the
Fluids in human Bodies; a Point very ne-
ceflary to be underftood, becaufe they are
the Scat of all Diftempers; whereas the fo-
lid Parts are only paflive. Little, that I
can find, has been faid of this Matter, though
the right Underftanding of it is of {o great
Ulfe in the Art of Healing. |

Inftead of giving us fuch neceffury Preli-
minaries, many lay the whole Strefs of curing
Difeafes upon the Number of their Receipts,
ftuffing their Books with long and tedious
Prefcriptions 5 which is little better than
teaching us how to cure People, before we
know the Nature of their Diftemper.

This
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This brings to my Mind a Saying of that
good and truly honeft Man Dr. Sydenbam :
~———— Meaice Artis pompa €3 dignitas non
tam formalarum Concinnitate (3 Elegantid,
quam Morborum curatione cernitur.

The late famous Dr. Radcliff was of Opi-
~ nion, That it was expedient for young Gen-
tlemen, entering upon our Profeflion, to tra-
vel 5 and that fuch as purfued their Studies
at Home, could not (allowing they have had
the Advantages of an Academical Educa-
tion) improve themfelves equally with thofe
that fpend many Years Abroad, and make
good Ufe of their Time. This was his
Reafon for fettling annual Penfions upon fome
young Phyficians, that they might be in a
Capacity to travel.

Perhaps he had done better, if he had
obliged thofe Gentlemen to praétice Phy-
fick, at leaft ten Years, before their fetting
out for foreign Parts: They would then have
been much more capable of making fuch Ob.
fervations, ‘as might be of fingular Ule to
them; and ’tis farther my Opinion, That if
he had ordered them to vifit the moft intem-
perate Climates, where all acute Difeales are
the molt violent, they would have returned
Mafters of greater Knowledge and Experi-
ence, than they can ever acquire by only paf-
fing through the moft healthy Parts of Eu-
ropes which feems more like travelling for

B 3 the
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the ke of their own Health, thdn that of
other People!

If Travelling be neceflary to make an acs
complithed Phyfician, I am very fure that |
have travelled more than all the Phyficiansin
Great Britain put together,

Bur I'am going a little out of my Way,
and fhall therefore return to what 1 at firlt
propofed ; wherein, if I fall thort, I fhall
yet pleafe myfelf in my fincere Defign of be-
ing beneficial to Mankind. All I defire of
thole who find fault with my Performancey 16
to produce a better in its Room. 03

In the Aecount 1 give of Difcafes, T fhalt
endeavour to be as fhort and intelligible as pof-
fible.—~The ufual and general Divifion of Dif=
tempers, is into. Chronical and Acutey and
cach Branch-of them s fubdivided into many
particular ones.——The moft commonlhope
to defcribe in fo plain a Manner, that even
the Patient himfelf {hall be able to give a pro+
per Name to his Difeafe. -

To begin then with the Chronical i —————
Which as they are the moft difficult to bé
remedied, fo are they many Times equally
difficulc to be known. Of thele the moft
common, and moft painful, (though T think
not the hardeft to be curcd,) 1s the Gout.

GouT,
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Gour, or Arthrnitis

HI1S has various Names, according to
the Parts affected : "T'is termed Podagra
when in the Foor, Chiragra when in the
Hand, Gonegra when in the Knee, Scisiica
when in the Hip.. |
"Tis ftrange to fee how often Phyficians
call this. Diftemper a Rheumatifm, and a
Rheumatifm the Gout. The Difference
between them will plainly appear from the
Defeription I fhall give of thele two Diftem-
ers.
! Of the feveral Names above fet down, a
regular Gout may moft properly be termed
Podagra, becaufe it begins in the firft Joint
of the Great Toe, and that ufually about
Midnight; where, after it has rack’d the Pa-
tient forty-eight Hours with a violent fix’d
Pain, a {fmall Tumor begins to appear, in-
creafing gradually ; after that, an Inflam-
mation, and then the Violence of the Pain
abates.
The firft Fitmay laft a Fortnight, or three
Weeks ; but a great Weaknefs, and Tender-
nefs in the Part afffiCted, remains much lon-

ger.
B 4 The
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The Patient may feel no more of this Dil-
cafe for two or three Years, or at fooneft a
Twelvemonth : But what adds much to the
Misfortune of this Diftemper, is, That every
Fit becomes more painful, and the Paroxifms
more frequent and lafting.

The Gouty Matter increafing, rifes to the
Ancles and Knees, which, as was faid before,
twell with Inflammation : This Degree of
the Diftemper, by fome Authors, i1s called
Morbus Articularis, and is always attended
with a fymptomatical Fever ; for as the Pains
wear off, the Fever abates.

Thus it takes its Progrefs, increafing by
Degrees, till the Patient, in Length of Time,
is toumented with Chalk Stones working out
of the Joints, attended with other melancholly
Circumftances.

It muft be obferved, towards the latter
End of this Difeale, when the Fluids are al-
moft wholly changed into gouty Matter, the
Fits are not fo regular, nor the Pains {o vi-
olent 3 but then the Patient is feldom free
from them.

Phyficians have been much miftaken about
the Caule of this Diftemper: That it is Mat-
ter, appears from the Tumors and Inflam=
mation that attend it 5 but the Difficulty lies
to find out the Nature of this Matter.mm—
I fhall venture to affirm ’tis an 4/kali : That
the Chalk-Stones that work out of the Joints

arc
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are fuch, appears from the Fermentation oc=
cafioned by Acids, which in {mall Quantities
caule Pains in gouty Perfons : Thefe Pains
proceed from the Acids meeting with a con-
trary Quality, whereby a preternatural Fer-
mentation is raifed in the diftempered Part 3
and this ereates a Heat and Burning, the Heat
being an Effect of that Fermentation or Mo-
tion, according to the Learned Dr. Ziliis,
whofe Treatile' of Fermentation I prefer to
his other Works.: If I miftake nor, he gives
this Definition of it, viz. ** Motus Intefiinus
“ ad perfectionem alicujus Corporis, vel ad In-
€ ternecionem ejufdem.

There have been {o many unfuccefsful At-
tempts made to mafter this Difeale, that Pa~
tients have very little Faith left, and (asthey
commonly fay) have no Hopes from any
Thing but Patience and warm Flannel ;. But
with Submiffion, keeping the Part warm is
wrong, becaule ’tis proprium Caloris attrabere 5
and does, beyond doubr, attract gouty Matter
to the Part.

Notwithftanding the many fruitlels At.
tempts that have been made to cure this mi-
{erable Diftemper, Providence has in this, as
well as in- all other Difeafes, left Means for
our Recovery, which in many Inftances [ am
able to make appear. I fhall refer to one
where the curious may be fatisfied : The
€oachman of the Riggr Honourable the Lord
: -5 Vil



Vifcount §t. Fobn, had a long and tedious
Fit of the Gout, and was hardly able to ftir
without Crutches : 1 gave him a very plea-
fant cafy Sudorific, which had its defired
Effe& : = Infomuch that the Day follow-
ing, he walked from Albemarle-Street, to. Ce~
cil-Street, to give me Thanks. He came to
me without the Help of a Stick,. and with
ftrait Shoes on : The Swelling was entirely
gone : He affiumed that he was never bet-
ter in his Life 3 and that he was ableto walk
from one End of the Fown to the other.
This s about fifteen Years ago ; and the
Fellow has never had any Return fince; tho’
he was much affli¢ed with it many Years
before. It may be asked, Will he ne-
ver have it again2 The fame Queftion may
be asked: of any Fever (except fome few with:
Eruptionss) for many Perfons are very fub-
jeét to- Fevers every Spring; yet I prefume
no Bodw will fay a Patient was not cured
of a Fever he had fifteen Years {ince, tho’
he thould happen to have a Fever again this
Y ear.

It will, T hope, at leaft, be granted,
That fuch long Intervals add much to
the Comfort of Life ;- and I am confident
there is mo Body can have the Gout to
that Degree, but that there may be a Res
batc given to his Pains. ——— He may find
great Relief without Opiates, or painful Re-

medies,.
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medics, which I am a Stranger to, and very
much diflike.

To Eafe the GovurT.

¢ Take Tamarinds balf an Qunce, Leaves
€ of Senna rwo Drams, Rheubarb one Dram,.
¢ boil them in Warter to three Ounces, ftrain
< them off, and diffolve in them of Manna,
‘““ and the purging Syrup of Rofes, each one
“ Ounce, Syrup of Buck-thorn and Elixir
“ Proprietatis, cach two Drams.—— Drink
¢ Poflet-drink, or thin Gruel, between Mo-
 tions. Taking this once or twice a
¢ Week, will leflen the gouty Matter, and:
‘¢ break the Force of the Fiws.”

IL. Prefeription to Eafe the

Govur.

¢ Take Opium one Ouncey Salt-Petre and

¢ Tarrar vitriolated, each four Ounces, 1} 0«
¢ cacuana one Ounce, Liquorith one Qunce.
¢ Put the Salt-Petre and Tartar into a red-
¢ hot Mortar, ftirring them with a Spoon
¢ 1ill they have done flaming. Then
B¢ “ powder
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¢ powder them very fine after that, {lice
¢ 1in your Opium ; grind thefeto a Powder,
¢“ and then mix the other Powders with
“ thefe. Dolfe from forty to fixty or {eventy
¢ Grains in 2 Glafs of W hite-wine Pofiet,
¢ going to Bed. Covering up warm,,
¢ and drinking a Quart or three Pints of the:
&

& Poffet-drink while (weating.”

Fa T ]

[ ]

[ o I .

In two or three Hours, at fartheft, the Pa-
tient will be perfeétly free from Pain; and
though before not able to. put one Foot to
the Ground, ’tis very much if he cannot walk
the next Day. When itis taken, keep your
Bed till next Day Noon. This Remedy
may be taken once a Week, or once a Month. .

Mynfycht’s Elixir of Vitriol, taken often in
large Quantities, moft certainly deftroys gouty
Marter, yet for fome Time it may caufe Pain ;.
but taken in its due Latitude, if Water will:
quench Fire, it muft in the End have its
defired Effe&t. |

N. B. We cannot belp diffenting from the-
Poitor's Opiniony that Sweating will cure the
Gour 3 but that Sweating will eafe the Pain,
we have many Inflances. Nor is every one
who is [ubjeck 1o the Goat, troubled with Chalk-
Stones an their Foynts 3 but I much wonder
that be bas not taken notice of this Diftemper
artacking the Nobler Partsy viz. the Head and
- , the
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the Stomachy for there it is moft dangevous.
Blifters bave done well, when it has attack’d
the Head 5 and Tanfey boil'd in a Pint of
firong Mountain, bas given immediate Eafe, to
be drunk as warm as the Patient can bear it.

The famous Quisting Charm, [old [ome Years
fince for Five Guineas, is no more than Stoue-
Brimflone, worn in a warm Pocket as near the
Body as poffibley and it bas been thought to give
Eafe to this tormenting Diftemper.

DRrovrsy, called Hy proPS.

HERE are three Sorts of Dropfies ;

the moft common and moft fatal, is

the Afcites. This Diftemper is often many

Years contrating ; infomenear twenty Years,

according to the beft Judgment that can be

n;ade. One or two Inftaneces may make this
clear.

Mr. William Staunton of Hampton, near
Hampton-Court, formerly a Chancery Clerk
of Furnival's Inn, was for twenty Years af-
flicted with a violent Afthma, attended
with a Species of the Droply. —— His

‘ Diftemper
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Diftemper reduced him to that Weaknefs,
and made him fo corpulent and unweildy,
that he was notable to turn in his Bed, nor
lie but on one Side, infomuch that the Flefh
was worn off the Hip and Shoulder, and it
was expected a Mortification ‘would enfue.
In this Condition Ms. Staunton asked,
If T conceived any Hopes of him? I an-
fwered, there was but little Room for Hope ;
yet if the pleafed to try the Force of the Me-
dicine 1 fhould prefcribe, fhe might be aflu-
red there was no Danger in it.

- He took it-every Night and Morning, as I
ufually give it. He has told me fince,
that it conftantly brought away from a Gal-
lon to five Quarts of Water. Taking
this daily, it muft be fuppoled he was {oon
freed from his Waters,

N. B. The Dottor adds,that be gave bim a
Medicine Night and Morning, which conflantly
brought away a Gallony or five Quarts of ¥ a-
zery and by bis taking this daily, it foon freed
bim from bis Waters, and freed bim from bis
Afbmay the® be was in bis Sixty-[eventh Year
of his Age. The Dottor has kept this Receipt to
bimfelf 5 but by wayof Note I imagin them either
done by Oyl of Funipery as the Principal, or
elfe by an Infufion of Faniper- Berries, voafled
like Cofffee, and made into a Liquor like Coffee,
awbhich bas cared great Numbers,

' He -
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He has been clear of his Afthma ever fince,
and enjoys a.better State of Health than he
has done for twenty Years paft. This was
in the Sixty-feventh Year of his Age, yet he
has at prefent as florid a Complexion as any
Man of Fwenty. (1122 '

[ coneclude that he had a Colletion of
W aters in his Breaft,which caufed the Afth-
ma.

I had another Patient, who had a Whire-
Swelling, as the Surgeons call ity in both Knees.
He came to Town, and applied himfelf to
Mr. Bocheer y whoy like an honeft - Man, did
little to him, but advifed him to go ro Bath;
which he did for near twenty Years, as the
Gentleman told me. Buot in the End this ap-
peared to be an Afcites. I purged off the
Waters, and the Swellings tovally difappeared.
He told me he had not had fo good a Com=
mand of his Legs for twenty Years paft.

Many Inftances of the like Nature I could
produce; but I take thefe two to be{ufficient
for my prefent Purpole.

Hence 1t is evident what flow Puces this
Diftemper many times makes.

Some Nicety will be required to give fuch
a Defcription of this Difeafe, as to make it
known 1n its Approaches. ’Tis eafily pre-
vented, though very difficult to be cured,
when it comes to an Height, |

This
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This Diftemper begins with a Thirft, which
anfenfibly grows on. the Patient. The Infide
of the Hands grows dry with a more than
common Hardnefs, and the Patient is -at-
tended with an unufual Heat. All the Glands
of Secretion begin to fall fhort of performing
their due Funétions, till at laft T'ranfpiration
ceafes. The Urine decreales much in Quan-
' tity, and is often high-coloured. An Inabi-
lity to Motion increafes as the Body fills with
great Shortnefs of Breath, and Lofs of Ap-
petite. - |
Thefe are the {everal Symptoms of an ap-
proaching Droply, which ufually fhews it-
{elf firft in the Legs. This Diftemper may
be coming on feveral Years, as has been a«
bove noted ; and for want of a due Exami-
nation of the Patient, it has been too often
taken for fome other Difeafe, which has pro-
ved fatal to many People.
To defcribe a eonfirmed Afcites, is no more
than to fet the foregoing in a clear Light.
The Thirft is more intenfe, Urine lefs in
Quantity,. higher coloured, coming near
to the Water made in a Jaundice ; Shortnefs
of Breath to that Degree, that there is no
lying down in Bed ; an Inability to all Mo-
tion, a total Lofs of Appetite,.loofe Stools,
frequent, but in {fmall Quantities. The Legs,
Thighs, and all. Parts of the Body arc full
of Water; which, with the Addition of a
Oymptos:
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Symptomatical Jaundice, make up the fright”
ful and merciles Retinue that attend this
great Evil.

After all, I fhall venture to fay, That
Jet me but come to People as early in this
Diftemper as they generally apply tor Relief
from other Phyficians, and it {hall be cured
with as much Cerrainty, as any other Gen-
tleman may cure a Diftemper he thinks him-
felf moft Mafter of, I am furprized that
the Paracentefis,* or Tap, thould be fo fre-
quently ufed in this fatal Difeafe. I fhould
be glad to know if one in five Hundred has
been cured by it.—— It rather confirms the
Difeafe, and often renders it incurable, while
the poor Patient’s Life is protracted in Mifery
and Defpair ; fo that it may well be faid,

Graviora morbis patimur Remedia,
Nec vita tanti eft, vivere ut poffis, morie

Such Aids new Fuel to your Pain [upplys
2Whovalues Life, if be muft bourly die 2

The Dr. here is much in the Right to avoid the
Paracentefis, or Tap; for when 1t once comes to
thar, the Patient is in great Danger ; but begin early
in raking fuch Medicines as are mentioncd before in
the other Species of Dropfies.

The
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The T vy M P any, Tympa-

nites.

NOTHER Species of Dropfy, to

which the Fair Sex are only liable,
proceeds from their frequent Miéarriages
and hard Labours: Befides, as they are of
a much finer Texture of Body than Men,
they are more {ubject to the Paffions of the
Mind, which have often been the Caufe of
this Diftemper.

This is part Wind, part Water, {welling
the Abdomen, or Belly only. The Mufcles
wafte fo in this Difeafe, that the Patient be-
comes a meer Skeleton with Lofs of Appe-
tite ; Thirft, but in a more remifs Degree
than in the Afcites; Urine in fiall Quanti-
ties, but often of a healthy Colour. This
may be cured pretty much in the fame Way
with an Afcites, *

* Bue fee the Do&or’s Method of Cure under that
Species of Dropfies call’d the Awafarca.

ANAf
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B3 ArS A RiCiolas

g HIS is another Species of Dropfy,
T fomewhat differing from the Afcites
and Tympany. The Symptoms arc vaitly
more unfettled : The Swellings in the twa
former are fixed; in this they very often fhift,
and for the moft part affcét only the Mul-
cles. As for Example : The Patient fhall
{well on one Side of the Body, and in afhors
Time the Tumor fhall quit that Parr, and
appear. on the other Side of the Body 5 and
in like Manner fhift from one Thigh, Leg,
or Arm, to the other. ,
 This Difeafe is not fo common as the
Afcites, or Tympany, and is much eafier
cured.  Yet Mr. Towne, one of the King’s
Gardiners, .died of it under Dr. Radcliffe’s
-‘Care. A Gentleman carried me to that
unfortunate Man, but the Doétor was fo
confident of faving himx by the wonderful
Panaczea Blifters, that I was not liftened to.
The Blifters, inftead of proving. Remedies,
only gave the Patient Pain, without afford-
ing him any Help; fo that in a fhort Time
afier he dlf:d. X

Thoe
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1 be Cure of this Diftemper.

 Take Steel prepared with Sulphur and
 crude Antimony, each one QOunce, Dia-
¢ gridium four Ounces : Make a fine Pow-
“ der of thefe 3 then add as much of any Sy-
“ rup as will make a foft Ele&uary.
¢ Take a large Spoonful at Night going to
‘“ Bed, and another in the Mornin{g, ftirring
¢ 1t well from the Bottom, increafing or lef-
““ fening the Dofe as you fee Occafion.
“ You muft not drink during the Opera-
¢¢ tion of this Phyfick, as inothef Purges ;
¢ for if you pour in too much Liquor, it
“ will deftroy the End of purging, and
“ you will find yourfelf juft where you
«“ Wwere |

When your Waters are off, you may re-
peat your Purge once in four or five Days ;
. then once a Week, and fo on, to once a Fort-
night, and once a Month, till your Blood has
recovered its due Tone.

You muft avoid all Spoon-Meats, Fruits,
and Garden-ftuff, of what Kind foever.——
And be fure not to exceed a Pint and a half
of Liquor in twenty-four Hours ; for if you
drink, your Thir{t will never abate. This
is a certain Remedy.

This Method will ferve either in a Tym-
pany as well as the Anafarca.

Dra-

[ o

™ ™
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DIABETES.

TI—IIS 1s a very fatal Difeafle, but rarely

feen 3 yet in one Day I was called to
two Patients that were affliéted with it. ——-
Riverius {ays, he never faw more than one
Perlon labouring under this Diltemper in all
his Praétice.

It arifes from breaking the Compages, or
Tenor of the Blood.

The Defcription follows : ’Tis attended
with a {mall Fever, Lofls of Appetite, intenfe
Thirft, a great Dejetion of the animal Spi-
rits, prnfufg Quantities of Urine of a Violet
Scent, with a thin oily Subftance {wimming
on the Surface of it. When all thefe Symp-
toms meet, they conftitute this Diftemper.
~ The Sort of Water deflcribed is very com-
mon in what Phyficians call {corbutick Ca-
fes. Upon which, after the Learned
Dr. /ills has made a very long Harangue
about hot Scurvy and cold Scurvy, I muft
own my Capacity too weak to comprehend
his Meaning ; nor do I believe the Difeale
owed 1ts Name to any Thing, but that when
the Phyficians met with a Diftemper they
knew little of, they called ita fcurvy one.

One Mr. Fonathan Keate, fome Time after
ourgeon to the Hofpital at King's Town in

Famaica,
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Samaica, was {o far gone in a Diabetes, that
he was not able to get out of his Cabin. =1
was on Boardwith fome Company, who told
me the Surgeon of the Ship lay dangeroufly
ill, and defired to fee me.— I foon perceived
his Diftemper, and fent him from Shore what
1 thought proper. In three or four Days
he cime to Port-Royal, to return Thanks for
the great Service I had done him. He did,
as we fay, pancratice wvalere, and {o continued.
This is thirty Years fince.~—— About
fix Years fince, I (aw him in ‘Town ; helodg-
ed in §t. Martin’s-Lane, and was then julk
come from Barcelona. | A

I thall only give one Inftance more: A
Pericn, recommended to me by his' Grace
the late Duke of Richmond, was {o weak in
this Diftemper, that he could hardly fiand.
' I ordered him ten Days after to meet
~me at the Duke’s, which he accordingly dids
and gave his Grace Thanks for being perfectly
recovered. He lived on Tower-H:ll, and, if
I miltake not, was an Houfe-Carpenter; but
1 have forgot his Name.

T'here nceds nothing more to be done for
the Cure of this Difeale, which has hitherto
puzzled Phyficians in all Ages, than to drink
‘a quarter of a Pint of Allom Poflct-drink, fir(t
and laft, made as firong as your Stomach will
bearit.~——This I have experienced for thirty-
five Years, and do not remember that it ever
failcd, AP : N. B.
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N. B. The Doétory in this Prefcription, takes
the fhorteft Method of Curey, and wvery jujlly de=
[erves our Praifes 5 but’tis to be obferv’d, rhat
if you wake your Allom-Poffet 100 firong, "twill
prove a powerful Emetic.

Consumption, or Phtifis.

HOUGH this is a Chronical Difeale,
it is alfo mnflammatory; and I know of
no other Chronical Diftemper that 1s fo.
It begins with a violent Cough, and is al-
ways attended with an inflimed Mals of
Blood, except in convulfive Cafes; and as
the Lungs are all Bronchia, or little Air-
Bladders of the Alpera Arterta, when we in-
fpire the inflamed Part, or what we fee on
the Top of the Blood, which the Phyficians
term Pleuritical, s f{trained from the Malfs,
which being left in thofe Air-Bladders, oc- ~
cafions a great Shortnels of Breath, till by
violent Coughing, or frequent Succuflions of
the Lungs, itis brought off. —— 1t this Mat-
ter continues, it inflames the Lungs, ull at
laft they are impofthumated ; and then the Pa-
gieat’s Cale becomes delperate.

This
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This Difeafe commonly proceeds from
Cold; which increafing, the Patient com-
plains firft of a great Sorencfs in his Breaft,
Difficulty of Breathing, Lofs of Appetite, 2
great Heat and Drynefs in the Palms of his
Hands, with frequent and fudden Flufhings in
the Face ; according to that of Hippocrates,
Rubor pertinax (3 [aturatus in Genis pulmoncis
indicat inflammatum. |

As this Difeafe gathers Power, colliquating
Sweats come on towards Morning ; then
a Diarrhxa, or Loofenefs; the Fingers Ends
are {welled, and a few Days before Death,
the Legs {well, which is thelaft Symptom.

Thegood Dr. Sydenbam wonderfully com-
mends Riding in this Diftemper ; and he fays,
<« Hoc fanéte affero, quod meque Mevcurius iss
 Lue Venerea neque Cortex Perwvianus in in-
< tormittentibus cfficaciores extemt quam i
<« Phtifi curanda exercitium jam laudatum.—
¢ Speaking of Riding, Modo zger curet ut
 Jinteamina lefli fint probe arefalta, atque
¢ etiam ut [atis longa Itinera emetiatur.”’

But, with Deference to my old Friend’s
Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding
in tmall Quantities do more good than Ri-
ding. 1 fhall fer down one Cafe, of which
any Perfon may fatisfy himfelf.

A Nephew of Sir George Cafwall’s, whole
Lungs were moft apparently impofthumated
from the corrupt and feetid Matter that pro-

cceded

™
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Jong as any poignant, or fhooting Pains re-
main, there isan infallible Indication for Bleed-
ing. ’Twas faid, the Lord Sunderland could
not die for want of Bleeding, having loft fe-
venty Ounces : Whereas my next-door Neigh-
bour had a Servant feized with a Plewily,
who loft two Hundred and fixty Ounces of
Blood before his Pain left him ; and the Man
fince enjoys a perfeCt State of Health.

One of my Patients was fo far gone in 2
Confumption, that he was not able to [tand
Jone. 1 advifed him by all Means to lofe ix
Ounces of Blood every Day for a Fortnight,
then every other Day, and then every third
Day, and fifth Day for the fame Time. This
was in the Month of November; the March
following, he rode from Ewvefham to Briflol,
in one Day, which is forty-feven long Miles,
to give me Thanks for his Recovery.
He lived many Years after. HisRelations all
died in Confamptions. This was the firft
Experiment I made of Bleeding in this Dil-
eafe; and I have cured many fince by this
Method of Bleeding. '

N. B. Ithink if the Dolor bad afed Cuop-
ping between awhiles, it would bave done much

better.

Another Patient was fo very weak in a

Confumption, that they entirely defpaired of
his
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his Life. Hewasblooded at leaft fifty Times;
and in a {hort Time recover’d {o, that he en- .
joys a better State of Health than ever he did
before,

A Recept to hefp the Lungs."

“ Take Anifceds fine powdered, Saffron
of Steel, each half an Ounce, made into
* Pills, with Lucatella’s Balfam ; take five of
“¢ thele every Morning, and at Five a-Clock
"¢ in the Afternoon, drinking a large Draught
 of Water acidulated with Myanficht’s Elixir
“ of Vitriol. After each Dofe, Riding
¢ 1s of fingular Ufe, and Cold-Bathing ; but
¢ above all, frequent Bleeding in fmall
¢ Quantities : For, as is before oblerved,
* whatever keeps the Lungs cool, is the only
“ Way to cure Confumptions; and I have
‘¢ of late experienced, that crude Mercury is
“ the moft beneficial Thing for the Lungs, ta~
“ king one Ounce every Morning.”

vk

N. B. The Doétor is in every one of thefz
Particulars wvery right in bis Judgment, as
we bave experienced.. The Ule of the crude
| g’lcrcur}r, as be prefiribes it, is a Jovereign Mes

icinie,

B 2 AsTHMA.
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JaunpicE, or Icterus.

H1S is very vifible from the Ycllow-

nefs of the Eyes and Skin, black Urine,
and white Stools, accompanied with great
Sicknefs and Faintings, but little Pain.  If the
Fxcrements are not white, it may be feared,
the Cafe is complicated, and it proves a {ymp-
tomatical Jaundice; which is never to be cu-
red by Iéericks, or fuch Medicines as are
commonly ufed in the Jaundice.

This Difcafe proceedsfrom an Obftruétion
of the Duétus Coledochus, which leads from
the Gall to the Inteftine Duodenum ; the
Bile not paffing there, leaves the Ordure
white, which otherwife takes its Colour from
it ;5 but mixing with the Blood, tinCtures the
Skinj as the Hair on the Head or Body,
takes its Dyc from the Fluids.

Paracelfus, in his Treatife De Signatura
“Rerum, very much commends the inner Bark
of Barberries, Turmerick, Rheubarb, and all
Plants of a yellow Caft, in the Cure of this
Difeafe. But they are too weak, as has been
fufficiently experienced long fince. He
likewife commends the  Arbor Tremula in
Agucs 3 the Pulmonaria maculofa in Con-

~ fump-
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fumptions 3 Trachelium in fore Throats, and
Quinfeys; and {fo goes on. [ mention
this, to thew on what weak Foundations we
cften venture our Lives.

T'his Difeale commonly ends in {ome vio-
lent Hxmorrage; either by Urine, Stool, or
a Vomica Pulmonum, which {foon terminates
in Death. All this may be imputed to that
Alkali Bile, which tears the very Arteries in
Pieces, and renders the Patient incurable.

¢ Only take eight Grains of Turbith Mi-
“ neral at Four or Five in the Afternoon,
¢ drinking thin Gruel, or Poffet-drink, be-
¢ tween Motions. After four or Five
¢ Days, repeat the Turbith as above.
¢ In the intermediate Days take half a large
¢¢ Spoonful of Mynficht’s Elixir of Vitriol, i
¢ half a Pint of Spring Water, three Times
“ a Day.——This cures any original Jaun-
“ dice I ever met with.”

At the Bath, I have feen Gentlemen fo
far gone in this Difeale, that their Faces have
been of an exact Lemon-Colour. I have
- been much concerned, to think how {mall a
Progrefs has been made in the Art of Heal-
ing.

N. B, 4s to what the Doitor prefcribes for
this Diflempery I think much too barfh : There
is a much eafier and certain Way of curing
the Diflemper 5 for the Turbith Mineral fhocks

C 4 - the
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There is little to be done to eafe the Pa-
tient in the Fits, or Paroxy{ms, but to ule
fuch Medicines as lubricate, and open the
Paflages ; by which means the Stone or Gra-
vel will pafs more eafily. As Balfam of
Capivy, taking a large Spoonful in any Ve-
hicle, whether Wine or Water. 1 know 1t
is a common Method, to give ftrong Diure-
ticks in fuch Cafes. Now, the Coats
of the Ureters being nervous, by fuch Irrie
tations contract themfelves, and hold the Stone
more clofely. Whereas the Weight of
the Urine is fufficient to carry the Stone be-
fore it, if the Paflages were f{ufficiently dila-
ted.———I prefcribe the inmoft Coat of the
Gizzards of Pigeons finely powdered, to be
taken Night and Morning, one Scruple, in a
Glafs of White-wine. But you may pleale to try
one Ounce of Quick-filver every Morning for
one Month. I have known this do Wonders.
Clyfters often afford fome Relief; as Turpen-
tine opened with the Yolk of an Egg, and
Urine added to it.

¢« Take Peach-Leaves in their Perfettion,
¢ and dry them inthe Sun, then break them
¢« pretty fmall, and ufe them as T'ea ; butonly
¢ half the Quantity.”

1 have known it do very extraordinary
Things in the Gravel, and equally beneficial
to gouty Perlons.

N. B,';



€387

N. B. The Doétor argues with good Fudgment
in this Cafe : Fory, when a Stone is once con-
firm'dyit is impoffible to diffolve it in the Blad-
dery notwithflanding the many plaufible Preten-
ces of the Empyricks. And when this is the
Cafe, all the Eafe the Patient can bave, is by
the Ufe of Opiatesy, and the only Cure is by Li-
thotomy.

Pavsey, or Paralyfis.

I Am now entring on nervous Difeafes: As
to that Part of them which compofe the
feveral Species of Palley: It will be Matter
of no great Difficulty to diftinguith, and ex-
plain them. Neverthelefs, I am fenfible, as I
launch farther into this Field, and treat of
nervous Difeafes at large, there will be great
Nicety required to give their {everal Delcrip-
tions ;3 and make them {o plain, that one may
not be taken for the other; or even that
they may not be taken for acute Cafes, which

may prove of the worft Confequence to the
Patient.

Cé6 HE M-
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¢ Take the Roots of Mafter-wort, Ele~
¢ campane, Angelica, each one Ounce ;
“ Leaves of Common Wormwood, Hore-
“ hound, Germander, each one Handful ;
¢ Tops of Centaury and St. John’s-Wort,
¢¢ each half an Handful ; Juniper-berriestwo
€ QOunces; the Rinds of nine Seville Oran-
“ ges ; infufe thefe in three Quarts ot White-
“ wine, ftraining it off as you ufe it. The
“ fame Method cures both Kinds of Palfy.”

N. B. The Method the Dotlor prefcribes for
the Cure of this Diflemper, is very much to

the Purpofe, and cannot fail of Succefs.

St.Virus’sDance, or Chorea
Sanctt Vit

'I‘ H1S is aPalley of a more remifs Kind
than the forementioned : I never knew
- any but young Perfons feized with it. If it
begins in the Arm, 1t {foon affelts the Leg on
the fame Side ; and {o wice ver/d. It never
wears off without proper Means.
This admits of the fame Method of Cure
as the Palfey.
There is another Species of the Palley,
' known by the Name of the Shaking Palfey :
a "Tis
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*Tis commonly the Effect of Old Age, Intem=
perance, or a Malum Stamen Vite : It ever
proceeds froma Deficiency of Animal Spirits.

APOPLEXY.

H IS, of all others, deferves to have a

Place amongft the Acute Dileafes. Bur,
as I am going to defcribe thofe of the Head,
this Diftemper, fo remarkable, and fo fatal,
cannot be omitted.

W hatever affe€ts the Head, muft be either
inflammatory, convulfive, or accidental 3 as
from Contufions, Bruifes, and the like.

The Patient in an Apoplexy falls fuddenly
to the Ground, deprived of all Senfation and
Motion,

Some Phyficians place this Diftemper inthe
Cenire of the Brain; but that, with Sub-
miffion, can hardly account for the Effelt it
produces : Upon better Confideration, it will
appear, that both Brains muit be affected.
That the Cerebrum, or great Brain is fo, ap-
pears from the Abolition of Senfeand Motion.
That the Cerebellum, or little Brain, receives
its Stroke likewife, is evident from the great
Difficulty of Breathing the Patient labours
under in this Difeafe : [t being very juitly al-

lowed,
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with great Violence, foaming much at the
Mouth.

"Tis cured by proper Neuroticks; little
differing from the Methods of Cure in other
Nervous Cafes.

During the Paroxyfm, what is prefcribed
in the Apoplexy, is not amifs, Bleeding ex-
cepted. But to prevent Returns, take as pre-
{cribed in the Convulfive Althma. All Con-
vulfions proceeding pretty much from the
fame Caule, which we call an Ataxie, or ir-
regular Motion of the Animal Spirits.

N.B. Befides what the Dottor prefiribes in
this Cafey there is a Medicine which I bave fre-
quently given with good Succefs, whichis Mifleto
dried and powder'd, about a Scruple the Dofe,
in a Glafs of Hyfferick Water three Times a

Day.

e

- Hyrocoxpriacar and Hy-
| STERICAL DISEASES.

ERE are two different Names for the
- Kk 1 fameDiftemper; nor canthey be diftin-
- guifhed otherwife than thus: What we call
Hypocondriacal in Men, we term Hyfterical

in Women. I thall enter only on Hyfterical
E fiects,



(43)

F.ffefts, becaufe they are more common, and
more vifible in the finer Sex.

There is no Difeafe incident to Human
Bodies, but thefe Hyftericifms will countérfeit
{o exaétly, that without the greateit Caution,
the Phyfician muft be deccived.

As when it feizes the Head, it caufles vio-
lent Pains, Vertigoes, ftrong Convulfions,
with deprivation of Senfe 3 when it affeéts
the Eyes, with Lofs of Sight for the prelent,
great Quantitics of pure Water iffuing from
them.

W hen the Heart, Palpitations.

When the Lungs, Succuffions, or Coughs
ing; in fome much refembling the Barking
of a Dog.

When the Gullet, or Exphagus, Suffoca-
tion, with a great Swelling rifing up to the
T hroat.

W hen the Side, a Pleurifly.

‘When the Stomach, Sicknefs, Pain and Vo-
miting.

W hen the Inteftines, the Cholick, often
accompanied with a Diarrhza, or Loolenefs.

W hen the Kidneys, and Neck of the Blad-
der, it many Times caufes a total Suppref-
fion of the Urine, with Pains fo like thofe
caufed by the Gravel, or the Stone; that’tis
impoflible, #ifi a juvantibus (5 ledentibus, to.

diftinguifh one from the other,

When
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of which, often caufe Barrennefs. Inthefirft
ufe this Method.

¢ Bleed twelve Ounces from the Arm,

. ¢ three or four Days before the Return .of

¢ Nature is expected. Take large Quanti-
¢ ties of Mynficht’s Elixir of Vitriol, half a
¢ Jarge Spoontul in half a Pint of Spring
€ Water, three or four times a Day; or of
““ Eatow’s Styptick. 'Take of the Plaifter
¢ De Minio, and the Rupture-Plaifter, each
¢ alike Quantity ; two or three Drams of
¢ the Loadftone finely powdered : Put this
¢¢ to the Reins of the Back; avoiding all
¢« Meats or Drinks that any way heat or
“ inflame the Blood.”

Where Nature is wanting, ufe the follow-
ing Receipt: |

¢ Take Salt of Steel one Ounce, Extract
¢ of Rue ; make thefe into Pills : Take one
‘¢ going to Bed, and another in the Morn-
“ ing: So increafe, till you take five Pills
¢ Night and Morning, drinking three or

¢ four Spoonfuls of the Julep prefcribed in
¢ the Convulfive Afthma; or take Afyn-

« fich’s Tinéture of Steel, and Elixir Pro-
¢ prictatis, each a like Quantity. Of this
¢ you may take a large Spoonful in half a
¢ Pint of Spring Water, firft in the Morn-
- ing, and at Five in the Afternoon, for a
““ Month: Weara Galbanum Plaifter to }ic&ur

114 q=
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¢ Navel. The Pills and Julepsin the Con-
“ vulfive Afthma, taken and repeated every
¢ two cor three Hours, when the Symptoms
“ are at the higheft, foon put a Stop to
€ them. The /udians at the Molucco 1land,
¢ and the Ladies at Smyrna, often take Quick-
“ {ilver, as a Remedy againit Barrennefs. An
¢ Ounce may be taken oncea Day for a Month
¢ or two.”

N. B. The Doftor argues with a great deal
of Fudgment on this Diftemper, and bis Pre=
f[eriptions ave no lefs to the Purpofey containing
every thing that is proper to [flrengthen the
Nerves.

GREEN-SICKNESS, or
Chlorofis.

H IS Difeafe is incident to the Female

Sex only; and that for the moft part

in the Time of their Virginity. This for-
merly appedred near the ufual Time of the
coming of the Menftrua: But fince Mochers
have been (o foolifhly defirous for nice Shapes
for their Children, and in their tender Years,
have laced them fo very firair, they have not
only brought this Diftempor on more early,
but caufed great Crookednefs and Deformity
of
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been: Obferve in what Order and Delicacy
their Mulcles are placed; how ftrong their
Bodies ; how taper their Limbs. There are
no full Shoulders, nor gummy Thighs or
Legs, nor any Deformity : All Parts are con-
{picuous, fince the Natives have no more
(ginathing, than what our Firft Parents had
during the fhort Time of their Innocence.
In fome Places, they have not fo much as a
Fig-Leaf to conceal the Diftinctions of either
Sex.

The Reader muft pardon a fhort Digref~
fion : Since Mention has been made of Mo-
thersy 1 can’t but obferve, how religioufly
they reftrain their Children from eating green
Fruit, froma Notion that it breeds Worms
However“fingular I may appear in my Opi-
nion, I hold the contrary to be true; green
Fruit being rather a great Deftroyer of Vers
min. |

"Tis Ripe Fraits that breed Worms; for
it is manifeft all animal Corruption turns to
Vermin; and the fame in vegetable Putre-
fattion. Now ripe Fruits being the laft Fer-
mentation of Perfe&ion, or rather the firft of
Putrefaction, the Vermicular Ovaria muft
be very pregnant; which, when received in
a depraved Stomach, may prove as proper a
Nidus for their Vivification, as the Core
ruption in which they are inveloped.

D il The
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The moft offenfive and moft dangerous of
all Species of Vermin, are not vifible to the
naked Eye.

For fome Years laft paft I have not fo ea-
fily affented to feveral received Opinions in
natural Philofophy, as many others have
dene, who are ready Furare in verba alicu=
gus Magifiriy, but have thoroughly weighed
and confidered them fo far as to be convin-
ced that they are, for the Generality, falic:
I fhall fer down one vulgar Error more.

*Tis a generally received Notion, nay, e-
ven amongft many Gentlemen of the Facul-
ty, the Quickfilver is Poifon : If fuch Per-
fons are not athamed of their being no better
natural Philofophers, I have no Reafon to
be under Confufion of Face for them.

Their Opinion is a Sign they have tra-
velled far at bome.

Let them take a Trip to Hungary, and
vifit the Mines where the Quickfilver is dug;
they may there fee Slaves working entirely
naked, to prevent the ftealing this precious
Jelly of Metals, as it may be called; yet
every Day fwallow fo much that they buy a
Choppin of Drink with itat Night.

Several Phyficians have enquired of my
Patients, To what End do I give it ? W here-
in can the Efficacy or Power of it confift? If
they do not know, what follows may ferve

for Inftruction, ,
Firft,
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Firft, it fecures the Patient from all Ver«
micular Difeales 3 of which no Pra&itioner
can be fufficiently apprifed, that has not fpent
fome Time in hot Ciimates.

Next, it opens all Obftru&ions, which
are fuppofed to be another general Caufe of
Difeafgs.

Laftly, it makes a pure Balam of the
Blood beyond all other Things in the Crea~
tion. Otherwife, why cannot Venereal Ul-
cers be cured without it ? We often fee thofe
Sores in a Salivation grow well without the
Help of a Surgeon.

I defire to know, Why I am called the
Quickfilver Doétor, by way of Derifion 2
Pray do not you, Gentlemen Phyficians, Sur-
geons, and Apothecaries, prefcribe it almoft
every Diy of your Lives? I aver, you do.
Only you difguife it; and T give it in fuch
an open honeft Manner, that my Patient
cannot be deceived in taking ir.” Let me
ask you, What is your thiops Minera] 2
Is it not Quickfilver ground to a black Pow-
der, with Brim{tone ? and in as great Efteem
with you as any of your Medicines ? A very
ingenious Phyfician fays, This is like {brikw
ing a Man with your Sword in the Scabbard 2
‘and were it poffible to have found a worfe
‘Menftruum than Sulphur, T do not know
whether it ought not even then to have been
‘tried.  Certainly this Medicine thews a more
D2 than

l
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¢han common Virtue, which can thus power-
fully exert itfelf, when bound down by fo
contrary a Quality.

A Patient of mine, a Gentleman of Re-
putation and Figure, was lately taking of
Quickfilver by my Diretion. He told me,
one of the moft eminent Phyficians here in
Town, faid, he was very forry to hear that
I had put him under a Courle of Quickfilver,
and affirmed it to be the moft dangerous Me-
dicine in the whole World ; advifing him by
21l means to leave it off. When this Gentle-
man at the fame time was intimately ac-
quainted with a Perfon, who had the fame
Indifpofition with his own, and had Quick-
filver prefcribed him by this very Doctor. He
told me, befides, in what mannct he gave it ;
which 2 Man who had ftudied Phyfick only
2 Month, would have thought no (mall Re-
fletion upon his Judgment. I with my Pa-
tient would have given me his Name, it
{hould have been put down in Words at full
Length, for the general Good of Mankind.

[ Read the Second Part of the Hofpital Surgeon,
of the Nature and Virtues of Quickfilver.]

Belloff, the Author of this Book, calls It
the Miracle of Nature, and the greateft Gift
of God in the whole Materia Medica.

1
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I appeal to the Reader, if fuch a Perfon
as I lately mentioned, deferves the Title of
Dotor. As for my Part, though 1 am but
a poor Batchelor in Phyfick, I fhall for
ever {corn fo mean, {o difhonourable a Be-
haviour.

But concerning the Ufe of Quickfilver, fee
the following Paragraphs rtaken out of the
Wrritings of two learned Phyficians, which
will convince the World that I am not fingle
in the good Opinion I have of Quickfilver.

« I have found the continual Ufe of
¢ Aithiops Mineralis to be not only fafe,
¢ but always effetual ; which is generally
¢ poftponed ro the other Preparations of Mer-
¢ cury upon this Account only, becaufe ir
¢ is the molt eafily prepared of them all.
¢ Thus the Operation of Quickfilver holds
¢ univerfally the fame; which, however
¢ conftant 1t may be, hinders not yet m the
“ leaft, but that Quickfilver may be endow-
“ ed alfo with other Properties ;3 for it not
¢ only opens obftructed Veflels, but alfo as
“ conftantly blunts the Points of Acids.

Friend's Emenologiay, Chap. Xiv.

-« Tn Athiops Mineral, and Cinnabar of
¢ Antimony, the Mercury is fo bridled up
¢ by the Sulphur, that none of their fenfible
¢ Operations and Appearances are felt, while

D3 ¢ they
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they produce wonderful Changes in the
Bedy. 1 cannot pafs over Althiops Mi-
neral without prefling its more univerfal
Ule therein, for ought I know, it has
yet had in common Pratice. It 1s one
of the moft certain and univerfal Alte-
ratives, if dofed fufhciently, and long e-
nough perfifting in, of all the Difpenfa-
tory. ltradically extirpates the Itch, Piles,
{corbutic and f{crophulous Ulcers. All
cutancous Foulnefles 3 all Inflammations
and Fluxions of the Eyes; all internal Ul-
cers, R heumatifms, W hite-Swellings, fharp
Humours in the Stomach and Guts; and
almoft all Diftempers arifing from fizy
Juices ; I fay it cures thele, if Art can
do it. It may be given ailmoft to half an
Ounce a Day, efpecially with interfperfed
Mercurial Purges, without Trouble, or
any fenfible Operation, and may be ¢on-
tinued a Twelvemonth, if one pleafes. I
have had frequent Occafion of trying the
Aithiops in different Calfes, fince the firft
Edition of my Treatife, and never with-
out Succefs. Amongit others, I tried it
upon a Perfon of an exceeding grofs cor-
pulent Habit, who had paffed the Meri-
dian of Life, for a fpreading, foul, {cor-

¢ butic Ulcer, which had affe€ted the whole

Ancle, for more than a Span Length quite

round, and was pretty deep in the Outfide.
% He
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He took three Drams, made up with Syrup
of Lemons, twice a Day for four Months
{ucceflively, and a gentle Mercurial Purge
once in ten Days: This, with a low cool
Diet, and proper Dreflings, healed it quite
up, when it was generally thought, fcarce
any Medicine, elpecially fo ealy a one,
would ever finith {uch a Cure in fuch a
Conftitution. The Aithiops was taken
without any Difguft, Trouble, or Inter-
raption of Bulinels; and it was obfervable,
(and it is for the fake of this Obfervation
chiefly that I mention this Inflance,) that
the very Ethiops itfelf, after the Body
had been fully replenifivd with ir, in rwq
Months Time, forced itlelf through the
found Part of the Leg and Shin, and
ftuck to thofe Parts of the Plaifter that
cover’d them, in its proper Subilance and
Colour; which fhews how readily this
Medicine paffes through the {mall Veffels
of the Glands. This very Method nsver
fails to cure Opthilmn’s, even fcro-
phulous ones ; and is a moft certain Remedy
in an Ulcer of the Bladder, as I have al-
ways found, if given in a fufficient Dole,
and perfilted in a fufficient Time.”

Gheyne's Effay on the Gout,.
Ldit. 2. pag. 48, {Jc.

D 4 - Much:
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Much may be faid to fhew the Impofli-
bility of Quickfilver doing any Damage to
the Patient; what gives offence to Nature,
is what we term Spicule, Points or Edges.
Now, Quickfilver always retaining a globu-
lar Figure, together with the Softnefs of its
Body, no Harm can happen from the Ule of
it 3 only this I would advife the Patient, that
he get'a fmall Crucible, putinto it the Quan-
tity of a Piftol-Builet of Quickfilver, fet the
Crucible on the Fire, if any of the foft Me-
tals are put to it, they will remain, and the
Quickfilver fly off. Note, a Pound of Lead
cofts two Pence, and a Pound of Quickfilver
eiguit or ten Shillings; the Profit that arifes
may be one Caufe of its Adulteration, and
another to bring the Medicine into Dif-
repute.

But let him take particular Care not to
hang his Head over ir, for the Effluvia are
a Poifon of the moft {fubtile Nature.

Now, does any Thing {o ufeful, fo bene=
ficial to Mankind, delerve to be fo much ex-
ploded, and treated with fo much Calumny?
But amongft all their falfe Infinuations, let
them bring one fingle Inftance, well attefted,
of the Damage any one has received from
it. Though I believe there never was a
Medicine given, but fomerimes has proved
not only detrimental to the Patient, but even
Death itfelf has enfued, efpecially when mif-

| applied :
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applied : Witnels the fo much celebrated
Gafcoin’s Powder, which occafions yearly
the Lofs of many thoufand Subjelts to the
Crown. I aver, Quick-filver never did any
Harm to the Patient, which is more than can
be faid of any other Medicine.

There is another prevailing Opinion, That
Acids are the Caufe of almoft all Difeafes :
Whereas they are not liable to Corruption,
therefore muft keep the Fluids pure, and with-
out any Contamination; nor can they be the
Caule of any Fever, becaufe they are the
greateft Coolers we know of, neither canthe
be the Caufe of any cutancous Eruption; bccaué
I know by Experience (as I could bring many
to teftify) that they are a very powertul and
effeCtual Remedy againft fuch Diftempers,

I know no Method more proper than what
1s laid down in the foregoing Chapter, to re-
ftore Nature whenit 15 1a a declining State.

K S s

King’s-Evir, or Scrofula.

S either Hereditary, or Accidental ; is feated
in the Blood, and ufually defcends to- the
Children, if cither of the Parents ever had it.

Dy This
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This Difeafle is feldom met with, but in
young People. It generally appears firft in
the Glands of the Throat, with hard Swel-
lings of a livid Colour; flow in comingto a
Maruration, bearing the Touch without much
Uneafincfs, being attended with lefs Pain
and Sorenefs, than any other Ulcer of what
Kind {oever. |

The Accidental proceeds from any old
Ulcer that has been long in curing, or from
any Inflammation of the Eyes, which I have
obferved in a very fhort Time to become fcro-
fulous.

The Hands, Feet, or any other Part may
be affeCted with it. Before the Patient comes
to be twenty-five Years of Age, “tis rare but
this Diftemper naturally wears off. I was
fome Years fince called to a Merchant’s Son
in this City, about fix Years old : He had
this Difeafc, in a violent Degree, in his pri-
vate Parts, which were f{welled to a prodi-
gious Size 3 and at the fame Time, afflited
with no lefs than feven Ulcers 3 1 ordered
him a Diet-drink ; upon taking of which,
the Swelling abated, and the” Ulcers grew
well, without any other Appiication than dry
Lint. |

The Spring following this Diftemper
threatened a Return; but upon the Repe:-
tition of the Dist-drink, he was perfectly re-

covered.
A
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A Receipt to cure the. Evil..

¢ Take Mercurius Dulcis one Dram, Ans-
¢ timony revived half a Dram : You may
« give of this Medicine three, four, or five:
¢« Grains, according to the Age or Stre

n%th
« of the Patient. 'Take this twice a Week,”

In the intermediate Days, ufe the. Diets-
Drink following :

The Diet-Dyink.

¢ Take of the Leaves of Senna half a:
Pound, the Root of Monks Rheubarb fe~
¢ yven Ounces, the Roots of the fharp-pointed
¢ Dock, the Roots of Polypody. of the Qak,.
¢¢- of each four Ounces,.the Roots of Mize=-
¢ rion, three Ounces and a half, Rueleav’d,
¢ Whitlow-Grafs, three Handfuls, Rinds of"
¢ Oranges dried, f{ix Ounces, crude Anti=
“ mony, grofly powder’d, one Pound : Slice
¢ and bruife thefe, then put them in a Bag,.
¢ and boil them in four Gallons and a
¢ half of midling Drink to three Gallons:
¢“ Take half a Pint every Morning, encreaftng -
“ or leflening the Dofe, according to its
¢ QOperation. By this very Method, I have.
¢« cured great Numbers.”

Dé6. N. B:

4

™

L
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N. B. 7 bhave known feveral that were cured
by the Doltory by thefe Prefcriptions 5 and where
they were appliedy I bave not found one Patient
fail of a Cure.

— ' = ——

FELEPHANTIASIS.

HE worft, and moft obftinate of cuta«
_5 neous Difeafes : *T'is Vermicular.

This Species of Eruption does not always
appear the fame ; fometimes it breaks out like
imall Boils of feveral Colours; fome yellow,
{ome again white, and others of a livid Com-
plexion. This laft Sort fometimes brings off
the Patient’s Nails. I had a Gentlewoman,
in this Town, in this miferable Condition ;
yet, in a fhort Time, the was perfetly well.
in fome, this Diftemper appears in an infinite
WNumber of Water-bladders, from whence if-
{ues great Quantities of a falt briny Matter,
of {@ corrofive a Quality, that where it falls,
it excoriates. Salivation, in thefe Cafes, has
been tried without Succefs ; yet the Diftem-
per yiclds to Remedies in no refpet violent.

Lepro-
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Leprosy of the Greeks, or,
Lepra Gracorum.

HIS appears in a broad white Scale,
{urrounded with a {mall Circle of Red,
but almoft even with the Skin; which, as
People grow in Years, for the moft part gets
Ground ; {o that in Procefs of Time the Pa-
tient becomes very unealy. This Difeafe is
rarely cured, becaufe the Nature of it is for
the moft part miftaken, by reafon Phyf(icians
fuppofe it to proceed trom an acid Quality in
the Fluids : For which Reafon, they pour in
Alkalious Remedies of all Sorts, which only
add to the Matter of the Difeale. Now, if
any Perfon defires to be fatisfied of this Mif=
take, I will venture to give fuch Proof of ir,
as {hall be convincing from the Experience
of many Learned Men, that there is no Acid
of any Kind in the Fluids; as Pitcairn (ays,
the famous Mr. Boyle aflerts.  Sir Fobn Cole-
batech’s Experiment with the Syrup of Violets,
is fufficient to go no farther. Do&or Bore-
haave 1s in the fame Way of Thinking.
But why thould Men of Art be fo averfe
to Cold Bathing in this Cafe ? The Jfiaclites
were famous for an itchy fcabby People; and

the
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the only Remedy we find they made ufe of,
was Immerfion in cold Water.

Phyficians objett, That the Immerfion in
cold Water, in cutaneous Cafes, has often
thrown this corrupt Matter on the Lungs,
and caufed Confumptions. If they can make
this appear from one fingle Inftance, it may
give fome Satisfaction as to what they afferr;
though it will be far from proving their Con-
clufion to be true. What they fay of Cold
Bathing, 1s very different from what I have
experienced in Practice, and from my Way
of Thinking.

Upon the Patient’s Immerfing in the moft
intenfe cold Water that can poffibly be found,
all the Heat is flung from the Surface of the.
Body, into its moft inward Parts ; when the
Patient comes out, the Heat returning from
whence it came, performs its Motion with:
that Elafticity and Force, that it fills the:
Skin with valt Numbers of cutaneous Spots;:
by which the Blood becomes much finer, and:
tho’e corrupt Parts of the Fluids are dif-
charged. Forthe Truth of this, I appeal to
every one that immerfes in very cold Water.

It may be farther prefumed, That whereas
the Patient often complains of flying Pains
in the Mufeles, which occafion a great Ina-
bility to Motion. This Diforder, generally
{peaking, is caufed from Wind, blowing up
the Mulcles beyond their due Tenfion: In

which



(63)
which Cafe, they will receive Benefir, not
only from the cold Quality of the Water,
but more from the Weight of it, which
prefles the Mulcles into their due Places 5 fo
that you find yourlelf inftantly fitter for Mo-
tion.

In fome Parts of Afia, as {foon as any one
complains of Pains in their Mufcles, and
Bones, their Friends immediately throw them
on the Ground, and knecel on them j at
length, by prefling their Mufcles, they are
ﬂ:n%blc of Relief. .

I have dwelt the longer on this Head,
becaufe I would have Cold Bathing grow as
univerfal, as I hope faoculation in a fhort Time
will do.

And now I have mentioned Inoculation, I
fhould think it unpardonable, if If{hould take
no Notice of her Majefty, as a great Promo-
ter and Encourager of this Prattice. 1 be-
lieve the World will readily allow me, that
her Majefty is as much fuperior in her Un-
derftanding to the Generality of her Sex, as
fthe isfuperior to them in that Sration in which
Providence fo happily, for Mankind, has placed
her. How many are there that are ready to run
into any Mode or Fafhion, tho’never lo extra-
vagant, if it hasbut the Sanction of the Great!
Let fuch, on this Occafion, imitate their
Queen. Is it poflible, they can be folici-
tous in Mattersof a trifling Nature, and 111}e1ulw.r

ietle
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little or no Regard to what is of infinite Im-
portance to Mankind ? Inoculation is as be-
neficial an lInvention, in every Refpe&t, as
either this Age, or any of the preceding ones
have produced : Yet, what is very furpri-
zing, it meets with little Encouragement
from the Ladies. Is Beauty, that arrives to
fuch a Perfeftion in an Engli/h Climate, of
fo little Importance, that it s beneath our
Care? What miferable Havock, what terri-
ble Changes has this one Diftemper produced
in the moft lovely and amiable Part of the
Creation ? The Ladies may poflibly fmile to
hear a Man of Seventy ufe fuch warm Ex-
preflions, but will venture to fay with Mr.

Dryden, That

Old as I am, for Ladies Love unfit,
The Power of Beauty I remember yet.

I.therefore lament the fmall and inconfide-
rable Progrefs which Incculation has as yet
made in Great-Brituin.

As to that ridiculous Afperfion fome Peo-
ple have caft upon it, by calling it a Zempt-
ing of God, and bringing Difeafes upon our-
felves : This, to a thinking Perfon, mulit ap-
pear fo frivolous, that it fcarcely deferves an
Anfwer. Is there one {ingle Paflage in the
whole facred Writings, that reftrains Man-
kind from anticipating an Evil, by making

ule
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ufe of the proper Precautions for preventing
it > If thele fcrupulous Gentlemen, whofe
Confciences were not always fo ftrait-laced,
will produce me but one fingle Inftance of
an abfolute Prohibition from Things of this
Nature, I will readily acquiefce, and willing-
ly retraét my Error. I beg my Reader’s Par-
don for fo long a Digreflion; but 1 hope,
the Importance of the Subject will fufficient-
ly atone for it. I can aflure them, what has
been (aid on this Occafion, is not from any
View to my own private Intereft, but mere-
ly out of Regard to the general Good of
Mankind.

N. B. What the Doflor here mentions con=
cerning Cold Bathing in cutaneous Cafess is
undoubtedly of great Ufe s but as be immediately
falls into bigh Recommendations of Inoculating
the Small Pox, I cannot avoid diffenting from
bis Opinion in that Affairy becaufe many of
my Acquaintance bave dyed who underwent the
Operation, and many more may fuffer by the
like Experiment,

BRANNY

if‘-r‘.
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Branny ItcH, or Pruritus
Farinus.

HIS Sort of Eruption is much like

Bran, from whence it takes its Name.

"T'is pretty univerfal, {preading all over the

Body and Limbs, but is much eafier cured
than either of the former.

"T'is cured by the fame Method with the

Leprofy of the Grecks; that is, by Bathing
frequently in Cold Water.

ErcH o Pruritus.

HIS is the moft common of all the cu-
taneous Diftempers, very much infeft-

ing the Sea-Coafts of England, Scotland, and’
Ireland; and is very contagious. It is caufed
generally by Filthinefs, and feeding much up-
on Fifh. This even the Illiterate atlow tobe
virmicular. In hot Climates I have feen the
Vermin moving in the Puftles. The Reme-
dies which are ufed, undeniably prove the Di-
feafe to be very virmicular; for all Mercg-l
ria
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rial Ointments and Wathes, nay, a Quick-
ilver Girdle, are the common Remedies;
ind we know nothing that {o infallibly de-
troys Worms as Mercury,
Note, While thefe are apply’d outwardly,
Flower of Brimftone taken inwardly belps much
to forward the Cure.

I thall now proceed to give a Defcription
of moft of the Acute Dileafes amongft us, as I
have done of the Chronic; except a Lethargy,
which proceeds from too moift a Brain, and
needs no Defcription.

AWafh to Cure the 1 TCH,

¢« Take one Quart of Spring Water, dif-
 {olve in it one Dram of Sublimate, Cream
¥ of Tartar, half an Ounce: Wath the Puftles
 over with this at Night going to Bed:
 Change your Linen, and three Nights at
‘ farthett, you fhall be well. ’Tis neceflary
 at lealt to purge. I likewife recommend
“ Bleeding.” |

Note, Zhis Wafb is of [ocleanly a kind, and
of fo great Efficacy in Cure of this Diflemper,
that many Perfons about Liondon get tolerable
Liveliboods by it.

PLAGUE)
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Pracvug, or Peftis.

SHALL begin with what the Learned

Dr. Willis fays of it. Natura peflis mi=
afmate virulento (3 [pivituali fundatury a quo
Effluvia wvaporofa quaque wverfus diffu/a adeo
potenter [e explicant, wut wel ex minimo [ewmi
nario feracem mortis € exitii [egetem cito pro=
pagent.

By this he only defigned to defcribe after
what Manner the Infetion is conveyed;
which feems very reafonable. Take the
Defcription of this Diftemper as follows:

It begins. as all other Fevers do, with In-
termilions of Heat and Cold; the Sym-
proms are higher than in any other Fever ;
mtenfe Thirft, violent Vomitings, Pains in
the Head, Back, Joints, and all over the
Mufcles, a total Failure and Proftration of
all Strength and Ability; as if there was, as
in Reality there is, a general Mortification
of all the Fluids enfuing.

The Appearances, which come on ina few
Hours, are what we call Petechiz, or black
Spots; with a Bubo or inflimmatory Swel-
ling in the Groin, or fome other of the E-
munctories.

This
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This Difeafe is very foon at a Crifis, in
three or four Days at the fartheft, but general-
ly fooner.

When we took the two Cities of Graia-
gusl, under the Line, in the South-Seas, it
happened, that not long before the Plague
had raged amongft them. For our better Se-
curity therefore, and keeping our People to-
gether, we lay in their Churches; and like-
wifc brought thither the Plunder of the Ci-
ties: We were very much annoyed with the
Smell of dead Bodies. Thefe Bodies could
hardly be faid to be buried ; for the Spaniards
abroad ufe no Cofhns, but throw feveral dead
Bodies one upon another, with only a Draw-
Board over them; fo that ’tis no Wonder we
received the Infection.

Inavery few Days after we got on Board,
one of the Surgeons came to me to acquaint
me, that feveral of my Men were taken af-
ter a violent Manner with that Languor of
Spirits, that they were not able to move. 1
immediately went among them, and, to my
great Surprize, foon difcerned what was the
Matter. In lefs than forty eight Hours we
had in our feveral Ships one hundred and
eighty Men in this miferable Condition.

I ordered the Surgeons to bleed them in
both Arms, and to go round to them all,
with Command to leave them bleeding till
all were blooded, and then come and tic them

up
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up in their Turns. Thus they lay bleeding:
and fainting, fo long, that I could not cons~:
ceive they could lofe lefs than an hundred.
Ounces each Man,

If we had loft fo great a Number of our:

People, the poor Remains muft infallibly have

erifhed. 1 began to confider, that the

lague was no more than a Fever of the
moit exalted Kind; and {o Dure buic nods
durior adbac cuncus adbibendus. A Fever we
dcfine to be Auita [anguinis Fermentatio [an-
guini J humoribus induéta. 'The only Inten-
tion of Healing, muft be to abate that pre-
ternatural Fermentation, and refilt Putrefacti-
on, which muft be by large Quantities of
cooling and diluting Liquors. We had on
Board Oil and Spirits of Vitriol fufficient;
which I caufed to be mixed with Water to
the Acidity of a Lemon, and made them
drink very freely of it; fo that notwith-
{tanding we had one hundred and eighty odd
down in this moft fatal Diftemper, yet we
loft no more than feven or eight ; and even
thefe owed their Deaths to the ftrong Li-
quors which their Mefs-Mates procured for
them.

They had all Spots, which in the great
Plague they call Tokens; few or none of the
Spaniards efcaped Death that had them; but
my People had them, and Buboes too.

Now
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- Now if we had had Recourfe to Alexiphar-
micks, fuch as Venice Treacle, Diafcordium,
Mithridate, and fuch like good-for-nothing
Compofitions, orthe moft celebrated Gafoin’s
Powder, or Bezoar, I make no Queftion at
ally confidering the Heat of the Climate, but
we had loft every Man.*

"Tis {urprizing to me that Phyficians can
read fo many Authors, and overlook the moft
reafonable Rules for the Good and Preferva-
tion of Mankind, and imbibe Principles,
which, were it not for fear of giving Offence,
I thould fay, are contrary to Common Senle;
I {hall inftance in one more remarkable than
all the rett.

The firft Axiom that is laid down by Ri-
verins in his Theraputic Part of his Infti-
tutes, 18, Omnis curandi Methodus a primo boc
& generaliffimo principio defumitur, contraria
€ontrariis curantur.

Galen fays, No Rule in the Mathematicks
1s more certain than this. I have had more

than

*The Do&or is againft the Ufe of Alexipharmicks
for the Plaguc in violent Hot Countries ; yer we are
well affured by many noted Authors, who lived in the
Time of the great Plague in London, that by the ule of
Alexipharmicks feveral Hundreds were cured,and this
proved of no lefs Advantage to the People of Aar-
feilles, when that Place was lately infe&ted with that
diveful Diftemper; but indeed the Doftor’s Scene wa s
near the Line, where Alexipharmicks could not be
altogether fo beneficial as in our cooler Climargs,
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than Forty Eight Years Experience to back
this Affertion, and in the worft Climates.

Read the Man whofe Realon was much
fuperior to mine, the honeft and good Dr.
Sydenbam, and fee if the Rule above was not
his Guide.

Sennertud alfo in his Inftitutes fays, Quice
quid curatur curaiuy contrariis.

This very Rule has been fo little regard-
ed, that a Phyfician of this Town offered to
lay Five Hundred Pounds with me, that I
did not produce fuch an Axiom; but as he
grew cooler, he thought better of it. By
this it appears, how little Notice is taken of
the moft ufeful Rules in the Art of Heal-
ing.
| gI[-' it thould pleafe God to afflict us with
this Difeafe, fome Perfons muft be under no
{mall Concern to procure a fufficient Quantity
of Cantharides; for if it fhould fo happen
that People went to their Graves with whole
Skins, thenthe moft fovereign Remedy would
be omitted. Now this great Catholicon does
not only poifon and inflame the Fluids, but
draws off the purer Part of the Blood ;
which is the Serum. By this Pratice the
Mafs becomes more grumous and thick, fo
that Circulation is impeded, and the Patient
fuffocated : Whereas, if there was Care ta-
ken to dilute and thin the Mafls of Blood,
Circulation would be much eafier main-

' tained,
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OF this T have been credibly informed by
Perfons of the beft Repuration, both in the
Eaft and Weft [adies.

We in Diflections too often find in the
Galls and Bladders of Human Bodies great
Quantities of Stones, which doubtlels may
as well ferve for Bezoar, as the difealed Mat-
rer of the afore-mentioned Beafts. They for
the moft Part dying with thefe feveral Sorts
of Stones, as by Experience ’tis daily fcen
we do.

SporTED FEVER, or Febris
Peftilentialis.

H IS begins like the Plague, excepting

that all the Symptoms are lefs vio-
lent. Intermiffions of Heat and Cold, Vo-
miting, great Pains in the Head, Back,
Limbs, Joints, and all the Maufcles, intenie
Thirft. The firft Crifis is the Petechiz, or
black Spots. If the Patient {urvives this fa-
ral Difeafe, the laft Crifis, which we define
to be Subita &9 repentina mutatio in morbo
fagla wvel ad [alutem vel ad mortem diver=
gens, is feldom  before the feventeenth or

twenty-firft Day. phsa
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About thirty-feven Years fince this Fe-
ver raged much in Briflol, fo that I vificed
from twenty-five to thirty Patients a Day
for a confiderable Time, befides their poor .
Children taken into their Workhoufe, where
I engaged my felf, for the Encouragemenc
of {o good and charitable an Undertaking,
to find them Phyfick, and give them Advice
at my own Expence and Trouble for the two
firlt Years. All thefe poor Children in ge-
neral had this Fever, yet no more than one
died out of the whole Number, which was
near two hundred.

I fhall give a particular Inftance of one Per-
fon cured in an uncommon Way.

One Thomas Hackett, an Apprentice to
Mr. Fobn Scandret a Grocer in IV ine-Strect,
Brifioly labouring under this fatal Fever, had
2 violent Hemorrage, or Flux of Blood at his
Nofe, notwithftanding great Quantities of
Blood were taken from his Arms, and the
moft cooling Medicines adminifter’d which
could be thought of ; yetall proved ineffec-
tual, infomuch that there was no room to
expect his Life. I ordered a large Vefltl
to be filled below Stairs-with Spring Water.
He was carried down in 2 Sheet, and put
o the Water; he dipp’d his Head feveral
Times, upon which the Bleeding {topped.
I believe he might continug in the Water
a Quartes of an Hour ; after which Time he

E & was
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was carried to Bed, only covered with a
Sheet.  He flept well that Night; the Spots
all difappeared ; he was very well, only weak,
and is now living in Briffel.

This being of a very high inflammatory Na-
ture, it is proper to take away large Quan-
tities of Blood, giving the Purge defcribed
in the Gout, every other Day; taking after
it the fame Night the following Draught.

¢¢ Black-Cherry- Water, Mint- Water, of
¢ each one QOunce and a Half; Plague-
«, Water half an Ounce, Diacodium ten
¢ Drams, made into a Draught. Of the
¢. Days you do not purge, take the follow-
« ing: Conferve of Wood-Sorrel, of Hips,
¢ and Barberiies, of each one Ounce; Cream
« of Tartar, and Tartar vitriolated, of each
¢ two. Drams ; Syrup of Rafpberrics, e=
¢ nough to make it into a fine Electuary.
¢« Take the Quantity of aNutmeg at four
& or five in the Afternoon, and at Bed-
¢ Time, drinking after it a Tea Spoonful of
. Mynfiche’s Elixir of Vitriol in a large Glals
« of Water, keeping the Patient very cool,
« and giving large Draughts of coolingand -
- ¢ diluting Liquors.”
 N. B. The Dolor gives us in this as well
as in other Cafesy the beft Tokens to know cvery
Diftemper by, that I bave met withy nor are
 bis Preferiptions founded without Reafon, exceps
that in fomey 1 think, they are & little 100 ﬁa;/b,

ut
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but there is wo arguing againft Faft, thislaft Me-
thod of Care is drawn with very good Fudg-
ment.

=

The FLux Smartn Pox, or
Variole Confluentes.

HIS Difeafe was, doubtlefs, long be-
b ¢ fore the Time of Hippocrates, or the
~ Divine old Man, as we call him, and yet ’tis
very furprizing he makes no mention of il ;
nor have we any Greek Word forit.

There are three Species of this Difeale com-
monly known to Phyficians: The Conflucur,
Anomalous, and Diftinét,

I fhall venture to fer down a Fourth Kind,
which I have obferved, as different from the
three former as they are from each other 3
and which may be called the Spotted Kind.

I fhall begin with the moft fatal of the
three firft Sorts, the Confluent Small Pox.

This Diftemper f{cts out in the fame Man-
ner as other Fevers do, from the Plague to
an Ague, Intermiffions of Heat and Cold,
+ Vomitings, great Thirft, violent Pains in

“the Head, Back, &J¢. But the Phyfician
may be aflured where thofe Lumbago’s or
E 3 Pains

!
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Pains in the Back are complained of; let the
Fever be of any Kind whatfoever, it certain-
ly carries a Sung with ir, though no Man
can fay what Species of Fever it will be be-
tore its firlt Crifis.

Soon after the Patient is feized with this
Sort-of the Small Pox, the Face and Hands,
and all Parts of the Body {hall be very much
inflamed, broad red Spots appearing; and
the fecond or third Day, at fartheft, there
fhall begin to appear an entire Blifter from
Head to Foot, oftcn attended with fpittiog
Blond, bloody Urine, and the like.

One would think from the new-invented
Way of curing this Diftemper by Biiftering,
(for which no good Reafon can be given,
nor do I remember any Authority for it,)
that this Difeafe muft certainly bring its
Remedy with it ; for here is a Blifler from
Head to Foot, and conlequently this Con-
fiuent Kind of Small Pox ought to be lels-
dangerous than the other two Sorts. But to
our great Grief; we find this Sort to be more
difficult to be cured, than either Peftilential
Fever or Plague; nor does any acute Di-
feafe come up to it for Danger, except the
Fourth Sort of Small Pox, of which 1 fhall
fpeak hereafter.

It will be neceflary to take Notice of the
critical Days in this fatal Difeafe. There is
hiitle Mention made of any critical Day h-i_n

this
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- this Town but the Ninth, which is no crifi-
cal Day, nor is it poflible any jult reckon-
ing can be kept by it Thus while People
are ignorant of the Days eof Danger, how
can Provifion be made againft them.

The critical Days we fhall venture to fay
are the eighth, the eleveath, the fourteenth,
the feventeenth, and the twenty-figlt, to be
thus accounted.

If you are ill at ten of the Clock at Night,
. that muft be called the firft Day, as really it
is inclufive.

And ’tis thus we reckon Tertian and Quar-
tan Agues.

The Reafon why the ninth Day comes to
be accounted critical, is from People’s rec-
koning from the Day of Eruption.
~ Now in Confluent Small Poxes, if the
Patient begins to complain at two or three
in the Morning, there fhall be broad red
Spots appear before twelve at Night. *Tis
evident, the critical Days are much protract-

ed by the Crudity of the Matter; whichr

always happens when it appears {o very foons
and by this Protraction the laft critical Day
comes to be the twenty-firft. 0
"Tis a known Maxim in Phyfick, Primez
 concoltiomis Vitinm non corrigit [fecunday and
fo on.
In the Anomalous Kind, which is lefs
crude, the fourteenth or feventeenth are the
| E 4 laft

!
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laft critical Days; and in the diftinét Sort the
cleventh.

This Account I'll venture to fay is a truc .
onc; fo that the ninth Day bas no Place
amongft the critical Days. [If the Faculty
pleale, it may be called one of the Dies [n-
dices.

e : - S

Axomarous SmarL Pox, or
Variole Anomalz.

THOUGH my Defign is to treat of
4 feveral acute Difeales; yet there need
no farther Defcription, than that where
Symptoms appear high, the Fever will be
of a more dangerous Kind; and where they
are more remifs, the enfuing Diftemper will
be of a more favourable Sort.

This Specics of Small Pox is diftinguifh-
cd from the other two by its fluxing in fome
Parts, and being in other very diftinct,

The Phyfician may be very ferviceable
to his Patient in this Cafe, 1F it be rightly
underftood, otherwife the Patient often fuf-
fers Death. But it muft be confider’d, Na-
ture is three Days forming variolous Matter,
moft Phyficians are too apt to be giving heat-
ing Medicines to throw it out; by which

Means
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Means the Fever is very much encrealed,
which brings on a great Ataxie, or irregular
Motion of the animal Spirits, fo that all Di-
geftion of the morbifick Matter is obftructed,,.
contrary to a known Maxim, Cofta non cruda
funt medicands. So that nothing but Wa-
ter-Bladders and blue Spots appear, which
renders the Patient’s Circumftances very de-
plorable. |
It muft be Want of Obfervationthat makes
Phyficians fo fearful of Bleeding in this Di-
ftemper after the Eruption. The good Dr.
Sydenbam goes no further than Mitsetnr [an-
guis quovis die ante tertium inclafive, which is
but the fecond Day after their Appearances.
‘But the moft excellent Pezer Bayrus of Turin,,
who wrote about one hundred and ninety Years
fince, goes further; and I can affirm by Ex-
perience, and from the Succefs I have had,
‘that the Patient may be blooded every, or any
‘Day, to the twenty-firft. |
It is impoffible it can pafs the Obfer-
vation of Phyficians, and People that u-
fually attend Women in this Species of
Small Pox, that about the fixth or feventh
‘Day great Floodings come, efpecially if it
happens in the Flower of their Age: Now
all this is arterial Blood, which is the Life
and Spirit of Mankind. And this is never
prejudicial, where no Endeavours are ufed
to {top it. Nature will neither be forced nor
Eg driven,
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driven, and is often very hard to be led; but
will do Wonders when properly afhifted.

Now if fo much arterial Blood may be loft
without Inconvenience, how much more may
be taken by Phlebotomy from the Veins, with
the atmoft Advantage to the Patent.

T'hereis one Thing very material,and which
ought principally to be regarded in this Dif-
temper, thatabout the feventh or eighth Day
there comes on a Puyalifimy, whichis a Saliva-
tion, without which the Patient never lives.
Children that haveit never falivate, but have
a Diarrhaa or Loofenefs, which 1s much the
fame in Effe&. W here the Phyfician ftops it,
he kills the Child ; and how many poor Babes
have loft their Lives by this Practice, ’tis ter-
nble to think. -

Permit meto give an Inftance of a2 Gentle-
man, who was Steward to the Duke of Beau-
fort, one Mr. Curr y he had this Species of
Small-pox, no Pryalifm coming on at the ufual
Time, I gave him Mercury; but that not
anfwering, and he lying as it were in Extremis,
I refolved to make a Child of him, and purge
him to eight or ten Motions, by which he
was fo much relieved, that I went on in that
Courfe every Day, till the Danger of his
Diftemper was over. He 1s now living in
South HWales, a Gentleman of 1020/ per
Aunip,

This
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This brings to my Mind a Siying of the
great and learned Lord Verulam, Non fingen-

dum aut excogitandum, [ed invenicndum guid
natura faciat aut ferat.

Distiner. Smari-Pox, or
Variole Diftinctz.

HERE wants very little to be faid on
- this Kind of Small-pox. [ have heard
of feveral, but never had one that died in this
Cale : "The lefs is done, the better ; for ha-
ving but a few, they arencverof a bad Soit ;
whereas, if you have many, they are never
of a good Sort.

————

SporTED SwmaALL-POX.

[ HIS Sort begins with very high Symp-"
toms, and appears with large red Spos, -
much like the Confluent Kind, with the Face
and other Parts very much inflimed ; yer in
twelve Hours the Patient fhall become per-
feCtly pale, the very Middle-of thofe red Spots
E.6 tuining -
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turning to a black, cormey Subftance, hardly
fo big as a large Pin’s Head. Of this Sort,
inforty-odd Years Prattice, I have cblerved
no more than five, all Children. 1 could ne-
ver carryone to the firft critical Day ; where-
as, in the Confluent Kind they rarcly die
before. '

I.Mftbéd of Cure.

¢ Tn this 1 bleed in large Quantities, keep-

¢ ing the Patient very cool, and conftantly
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plying him with cool Tankards, and fuch
diluting Liquors, giving every Evening,
about five of the Clock, an Ounce, or an
Ounce and an half of Diacodium. If that
does not procure Reft, after three Hours
I repeat it. I fharpen all his Malc-Liquors
with Spirit of Vitriol. IF it be of the
Flux, or Anomalous Kind, thefeventh Day
I give of Mercurius Dulcis, and Cinnabar
of Antimony, of each halfa Scruple, made
into a Bolus, with any Conferve; and do
the like again the thirteenth Day. The
tenth Day you may begin to ufe the fol-
lowing Cordial in {malt Quantities.

« Take Cowf{lip-water, Mint-water, Blacks<
Cherry-water, of each three Ounces, Plague-
wazer, and Aqua Mirabilisy each an Ounce

S 11 and
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- & gnd a half prepared ; Pearl, a Dram and a
¢¢ half {weetened with fine Sugar. You may
¢ fometimes take a Glals of Wine, agreeable
¢ to a known Maxim in Phyfick : fn decli-
< patione Morbi quo magis Calefacis o magis
¢ Concottionem prowoves.”

<« When the laft critical Day is over, I
¢¢ bleed to about twelve Ounces, the next
« Day purge with that fet down in the.
¢« Gour, taking a Quieting Draught of Dia-
¢ codium at Night when the Purging is over.
¢ Purging and Bleeding very well after this
« Difeafe, muft upon no Account be omit-
¢¢ ted 3 otherwife the Patient will break out
¢« in Boils, and will have very fore and weak
«¢ Eyes for a confiderable Time after.”

Whilft I lived with Dr. Sydenbam, 1 had
mylelf the Small-pox, and fell ill on Twelfth-
Day. In the Beginning I loft twenty-two
Ounces of Blood. He gave mea Vomit, but
I find by Experience Purging much better,
I went Abroad, by his Direttion, till I was
blind, and then took to my Bed. I had no
Firc allowed in-my Room, my Windows
were conftantly open, my Bed-clothes were
ordered to be laid no higher than my Walfte.
He made me take twelve Bottles of Small-
beer, acidulated with Spirit of Vitriol, every
twenty-four Hours. 1 had of this Anoma-
lous Kind to a very great Degree, yet never
loft my Senfes one Moment.

This
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This Method will ferve very well in (ke
Confluent Sort.  This you may follow in the
Diftinét Small-pox, but in a more remifs De-

ree. .
. Mifs Corbet had as high a Confluent Small-
pox as cver I faw, making bloody Warer,
and- the: worft Symptoms attending her. Dr.
Meady and another Phyfician, left her, fay-
ing, She could not live fix - Hours. I was
called to her; I defired fhe might inftantly
be blooded.” The Right Honourable the
Lady -Hotham, her Mother, fent for a Sur-
geon, who retufed to do it, telling- my La- -
dy, -that. Dr. Mead faid, That if fhe was
blooded, the would die inftantly. . I told the -
Lady, That Golours were al} the fame to 1he
Blind; 1 had a black Man that blooded very -
well, and fent for him, who performed the
Operation : Sheloft a vaft Quantity of Blood.
Mils Corbet declared afterwards, T hat upon
Bleeding (he found her Spirits revived, and, as
it were, a new Life coming on ; and fo it
plealed God fhe recovered. | ;

But there is lately a new Species of the
Small-pox, called the Honey-comb Small Pox, -
never known before. The Ufe of Blifters in
this Difeale robs the Puftles of the Matrer
contained in them, and then the Puftles, by
fubfiding, fomething refemble an Honey-comb.
But if Doctors will create new Difeales, ’tis
fit they thould give them new Names.

N. B.
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N.B. What the Doetor obferves with re-
gard to the feveral Sorts of Small pox, . is ex-
ceeding good, and in particular I vemember Mifs
Corbet’s Cafe, which was acconnted wvery def-
perates but was perfettly curved by Dr. Dover;
but it was of fuch a Naturey -that ber: Skin
Was very much piited,

oL L

— g

MEeasLes, or Morbills

FHIS is a Difeale chiefly incident to

Youth ; the Puttles never rifing above
the Superficies of the Skin, unlefs forced by
too heating Medicines, and too het a Regi-
men. It is attended with a fhort Cough, and
generally terminates the fourth or fifth Day,
carrying with it little or no Danger, if the
Phyfician be not over-bufy with his Cordials
and forcing Medicines, which only encreafe
the Fever, and by that Means often endanger
the Patient.

I do not remember I ever heard of any
orie’s dying of this Difeale, till about twenty-
five Years fince; bur of late, by the Help of
Gafivin’s Powder, and Bezoartic Boluflts,
together with Blifters, and a hot Regimen,
(which, if experienced on a healthy Perfon,

would
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would endanger his Life) the Blood is for
highly inflamed, and the Fever encreafed to

that Degree, that it is become equally mortal
with the Small-pox.

There is nothing farther required in the
Cure of this Difeafe, than to give a little
Diacodium .at Night, allowing a fufficient
Quantity of cooling and diluring Liquors.

Note, I bave frequently found the Dotor’s
Method to be right in the Cure of this Diffem-
per 5 but the Patienty on Recovery, muft purge
two or three Times. '

ScArLeT FEVER, or Febris
Scarletina.

HIS isa Fever of a milder Kind than.
T the Meafles, and does not want the
Afliftance of a Doétor. The Skin feems to
be univerfally inflamed, but the Inflammation
goes off in forty-eight Hours.

There is alfo another Sort of Fever, with
Eruption too inconfiderable to make another
Chapter. This Diftemper, called by fome
the Swine-pox, by others the Chicken-pox.
There is nothing more neceflary in thefe light

- - Fevers
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Peripnrumanie, or Perip-.
neumania,

“J THIS comes on, as all other Species: of”
Fevers do.

"Fis known-by a violent, acute, and poigs
nant Pain all round the Breaft and Sides. In
thort, a general Inflimmation of that. moft
fenfible Membrane, the Pleura; accompanicd
with a great Difficulty of Breathing, fhort
Cough, Languor of Spirits, and" kills in a
very few Hours, without profufe Bleeding.

This Diftemper is incident to all Ages and
Sexes, bur generally feizes adult Perfons.

The principal Thing required in the Cure
of this Difeale, is” Bleeding, which muft be
followed rtill all’' the poignant or fhooting .
Pains are entirely removed.

- Method of Cure..
“Take Oil of Lillies, Oil of Sweet Al-

¢“ monds, Ointment of Althea, of each equal
¢ Quanrities; rub-it into the Parts affected
very well, Morning.and Night, puiting a

¢ Sheet of brown Paper over it
| ¢ Takel
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 Take of Melon, Pompion, Gourd-feed,
¢ of each half an Ounce, white Poppy-feeds
“ three Drams, ten Jordan Almondsblanch’a 3
¢ bruife thefe in a Marble Mortar, pouring
¢« on by little and little a Pint and half ot
¢ Rarley-water. Add a little Sugar, and
¢ make an Emulfion. Let the Patientdrink
¢ plentifully of this. = Take Oilof Sweet Al-
¢ monds two Ounces, of Syrup of Violets,
€ and Syrup of Venus Maiden-hair,. of cach
¢ one Qunce, Sugar-candy half an Ounce,
“ making it as fharp with Spirit of Vitriol
4 35 a Seville Orange would do, and makea
¢ [,ambative ; take of it often in a Day from
¢ a Liquorith Stick.”

- Preurisy, or Pleuritis.

HIS may be faid to be the Half of a

Peripaeumonie, affeéting one Side only s
fome will have it, that it falls only on the
Left Side, but it often comes on the Right
too. 'Tisan high inflimmatory Fever, ac--
companied with violent, acute, and pricking
Pains, with a fhort Cough attending it,. with
which, after a little Time, if the Phyfician -
be not rcady in bleeding it off, the Patient
{pits a bloody and purulent Matter, andisin.
danger of a Confumption.
| The:
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The Cure is the fame ss in the fc;re-gﬂing
Chapter. I never knew any one die of this
Difeafe, but for Want of Bleeding.

Quinsey, or Angina.

THIS is one of the moft violentand acute
Fevers that can befal us. The Learned
make not three Species, but rather three De-
%rees of if, wiz. Cynanche, Synanche, and
- Parafynanche. This inflames the Tonfils or
Glands about the Throat, as alfo the Mufcles
-of the Wind-pipe and Gullet, fo that fwallow-
ing any Thing is totally obftruéted. This
Difeafe yields to nothing but high Bleeding.
Many have died in eight Hours after the firft
Scizure,

Method af Cure,
S« This Difeafe requires as high Blecding

“ asany; you muft likewife open both Veins
¢ under the Tongue, Take Plantane-water,
¢ Red Rofe-water,and Frog’s-Spawn-water,
“ of cach three Qunces, the Whites ofthree
“ Eggs beaten to a Water, Syrup of Mul-
“ berries two Ounces, gargle your Throat
¢ often with thefe. - Another Gargarifm,

| “ though
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Acug,or FebrisIntermittens.

H AV E obferved, That a Confumption

was an inflaimmatory Difeafe, ranged a-
nong the Cronicks : An Ague isa nervous
Diftemper, placed amongft the Acute.

This Species of Fever does not proceed
Tom an inflamed Mafs of Blood, asall other
Fevers do, but from an Ataxie, or violent
Motion ofthe animal Spirits, which caufes
1s great a Degree of Heat, as if the Blood
were in the moft exalted Fermentation. All
Heat being nothing elfe but the Effclt of
Motion.

Phyficians have been very much at a Lofs
‘0 find out the Caufe and Seat of this Dif-
:afe, it being, as was oblerved before, a ner-
rous Fever. It muft proceed from the Brain;
stherwife, how is it poflible it thould keep
ts ftated Periods, fo as to come at the {fame
Hour every Day, every third,and every fourth
Day, as it certainly does, reckoning the Days
nclufive. Whereas in an inflamed Mafs cf
Blood, the Fever always continues tiill the
[Inflammation is wholly taken off, and then
the Fever ceafes, without any Return.

Farther-
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Farthertaore, we (ay, Ex juvantibus €3 lo-
deatibus [umitur indicatio. Bleeding, *tis plain
from every one’s Experience, is highly pre-

judicial in this Cafe. The Remedy to which.

this Ditemper yields, is the Bark, which is
the beft Mecdicine in nervous Cafes known to
Mankind. Yet the giving fuch large Quan-

tities of the grofs Part, has often done very:

great Prejudice to the Patient.

L S

The Virtue of this. Vegetable confifts -in

a refinous Quality 5 which, if feparated from
:ihc carthy Part, will prove a Remedy in-
ced.

It may be wondered with what Difficul-

ty the Ule of the Bark was firt introduced,
and thatit fhould almoft be look’d upon at
prefent as a Panacwa is, equally furprizing,

mfomuch that now there is more Harm done .

by ir, than it formerly did Good. The Doc-

tor watching diligently for an Intermiffion 3
whereas there’s great Difference between
Intermiffion and Remiflion 5 for as all Fe-
vers have their Times of Exacerbation, fo
neceflarily they muft have Times of Remil-
fion, but nene of Intermiffion; becaufe then
the Patient muft be perfeétly well and free,

as_in an intermitting Fever. Too many pay

dear for this Miftake.

Doctor Morton, efteemed a good Phyfi-

cian, was a great Admirer of this Medicine,
infomuch that he gave it in almoft all Cafes.

I
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I never obferved it to do any Good, but in
nervous Complaints.  Phyficians and Apo-
thecaries are little acquainted with the Na-
ture of it. In Peru they call it Calcarilla. It
may be doubted if one hundred Weight of it
be ufed in a whole Year throughout that
Kingdom, which is more than twenty Times
as large as Great- Britain. *

“ Take two Ounces of fine Bark grofly
¢ powdered ; infufe it cold in a Quart of
“ Red Port for twenty-four Hours ; then
¢ fltre it off as you ulc it, taking fix Spoon-
¢ fuls every third or fourth Hour, beginning
¢ Juft when the Fit is off, till you have ta
¢ kenthe whole Quart.  Thus repeat it four
¢ Times, and it will not return. This muft
“ be obferved, If it purges, it will do no
¢ Service. 1In this Cile put two or three
““ Drops of Liquid Laudanum into each Dofz,
¢ tillthe Purging is ftopp’d”.

LAl

N. B. 1 have approved this Method 1o be as
good as the taking the Bark in the Powder,
and is much more pleafant to the Patient.

¥ The Seeds of this Planr are thaped like thofe of
the Kidney Beans, I received fome of them two
Years fince from Pers ; they were broad and flar, buc
-were fo drey, that I could nor make them grow, 1
judge from the Figure of tic Seeds thar the Tree
15 a kind of Accacia

P Feven
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Fever onthe SPIRITS.

T may be juftly faid, All Fevers are on

the Spirits and no where elfe. ’Tis wile-
ly obferved this Fever does not appear; to
which may be readily anfwered, De non ex-
ifientibus €5 de mon apparcutibus cadem eff
yatio. ~

This naturally leads me to take Notice of
the Fluids of human Bodies, and T fhall leave
it to the Opinion of the Reader, in which of
them a Fever begins or continues,

Now the Fluids confift of animal, mineral,
and vegitable Beings, Alkalr’s, and Acids,
which may be thus accounted, Spirit, Sul-
phur, Salt, Earth, and Water 3 there 1s no
Defeription to be given of the firft of thefe,
unlefs a negative one, the two fecond are
Minerals, the other two the joint Caule of
Vegeration.

Lct the Reader confider, if a due Mixture
of the four laft are capable of begerting fuch a
Heat in human Bodies, as to caufe a Fever
without the Intervention of the Spirits, from
whence it may reafonably be concluded, all
Fevers proceced. _

This is cured as in the foregoing Chapter.

Dis-
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Disrases of the Stovacs,
de Ventriculi affeibus.

: LMOST all Diftempers proceed

from a Vice in this Bowel 5 and it as
rarely fails to have its Share in moft Difor-
ders liable to human Bodies ; as great Sick-
nefs, Pains, Convulfions, whichare the ufyal
Complaints the Patient makes when this Parc
is affeted. This feems principally to be
caufed from Indigefion ; {o that the crude
Chyle mixing with the other Fluids, foon
brings on Putrefa&tion ; for if the firlt Di-
geftion be not good, the fecond never cor-
rects the Vice of the firlt; as we {ay, Pri-
e concoliionis vitium nmom corrigit fecunda,
and fo on; fo that any Diftemper we are lia-
ble to, may, and for the moft part docs pro-
cced from Indigeftion.

Vomiting, in the forementioned Diforders,
if exploded, would prove beneficial to the
Patient 5 it being contrary to the Rules of
. Nature, which has provided, thar what is
received at the Wouth, fhould pals to the
common Draught : So that Purging feems
more reafonable, becaufe by that, the Intef-
tines, as well as the Stomach, are freed from

2 their
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their Filth and Impurities, which Vomits do
not o effe€tually carry off. .

There is farther this Difadvantage, that
the Fibres of the Stomach aredrawnfrom their
true Periftaltick, to a contrary Motion, which
is too great a Strain for thofe fine Veflels, by
which Means they become lax, and are much
weakned ; fo that the Tone of the Stomach,
»y too frequent Repetition of this Praétice,
is wholly loft. |

I fhail forbear to mention the many in-
flances that may be given of thole that have
loft their Lives under the ‘Operation of Vo-
mits.

'Tis confesd, the Dector many Times
gives Satisfaction to the Patient, by fhewing
the flimy Matter that is brought off the Sto-
mach, upon the Points of Feathers ; where-
as that Matter is neceflary to promote Di-
geftion. Letit be confidered, for what End
were thofe little Cells formed in the Crufta
Villofa, furely not to be kept empty, neither
to be filled with what’s of no Ufe or Bene-
fit to Mankind.

¢« Take Salt of Wormwood two Drams,
¢ Tuice of Lemon fix Ounces take a Spoon-
¢ tul of this every Hour : Or take of Spring
¢ Water half a Pint, Mynficht’s Elixir of
¢« Vitriol a large Tea-fpoonful : Take this
¢ in the Morning, at Five in the Afternoon,
and at Bed-Time : Or take Mynfichs’s

ff TiﬂC*:

~

L o T o
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« Tinéture of Steel, Elixir Proprictatis, equal
« Quantities ; take this in Water, as before,
“ but doublethe Quantity. Crude Mercury,
¢ raking an Ounce every Diy, exceeds all,
“ taken in any Vehicle.

N.B. By Experience every ome of thefe Methods
- preferibed by the Doétor, I bave found to
Anfwer the End be propofes.

4

Disgasrs of the INTESs-
TiNES, de affe¢tibus In-
teftinorum.

'"HESE fhall be placed in one Chap-
ter, by Reafon of the Nearnels of their
Relation to each other.

The Duodenum, is a Gut fo called, from
its Menfuration, being almoft twelve Inches
in Length,

The Jejunum is fo termed, becaule ‘s
rare to find any Excrement init.

Authors have feldom raken Notice of any
Diftemper incident to thefe two Bowels.

F 3 The
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~ The third is the Ylcon, a circamferends
In this Inteftine is feated the moft painful
and dangerous Difeafle, called the Iliac Paf-
fion; and by fome, the Miferere mei, ‘from
the acute Pains it gives the Patient. Exper-
sus loquor. |

It begins with Vomitings, with a great
Pain about the Navel ; which encreafing, at
laft the Patient vomits up his Excrements,
cr any Clifter given; and then it is incurable.

‘T'his does not proceed, as fome People will
have ir, from a Twift in the Intefline, by
Reafon of the Mifentery adhering to it, but
it 1s caufed from an Inverfion of the peri-
ftaltick or vermicular Motion, which natu-
rally moves downwards. Now, this being
turned upwards, the Excrement being car-
ried before 1t, prefles on the Valves of the
inteftines, which, rogether with its being
contratted within itfelf, gives that miferable
and intolerable Pain,

‘The next of the Inteftines, is called the
Ceoecum or Blind Gut.  This hangs more
like a Soldiers Knapfack, from the other In-
reftines 5 the Excrement paffes in and out the
fame Way : I don’t know that it is liable to
any Diftemper.

After this, comes the Colon, ab impedis
endo 3 becaufe it hinders the Excrement from
pafling too quick : Without this Rerention

- Ol
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The CHoLick.

o O R the firft of thefe, take Rheubaib, -
6 Cream of Tartar, Liquorith, Cori-
“ ander-Seeds, powder all thefe very fine ;
¢ take halfa Dram Night and Morning in
“ a Glafs of Wine: Or take Black-Cherry-
“ water, Mint-Water, of each two Ounces,
' firong Cinnamon-Water,Liquid Laudanum
¢ twenty Drops; take this at Night going
“ to Bed; or take the Salt of Wormwood,
“ as prefcribed in Difeafes of the Stomach,
< for'the brher’.

N. B. By Experience, this produces a certain
Cure in tke moft racking Pains.

™

Ll

[ o

. e

" The Streight Gur.

S often infefted with little white flat
Worms, called Afcarides; which are de-
ftroyed by the following Clyfter : Boil Quick-
fiiver in Water in an Earthern Pot for two
Hours ; give 1t by way of Clyfter, }1
The
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The Cale of Mifs Corbetr was {o very re-
markable, that it made a very great Noife
all over the Town, infomuch that the Gen-
tlemen of the Faculty feemed to be much
alarmed. The Right Honourable the Lady
Louifa Berkeley being lelt off by other Phy-
ficians ; and the Right Honourable the Lady
Rachel Mannors, being likewile left off by
her Phyficians ; it was agreed on all Hands,
that I kept them alive feveral Days longer
than was expeéted by any Perfon about
them. The Lord Zrwin died of the Small-
Pox, near the fame Time; as did the Duke
of Rutlandy, and Mr. Manfel of a great W el/h
Family. Great Endeavours were ufed to fad-
dle me with the Death of thefe three Gentle-
men : Lt was given out by the Apothecaries,
. that I had killed all three of them, by intro-
ducing 2 new Method of Praltice : W here-
asy to the beft of my Knowledgz, I never
- faw the Face of either of them.

I never affronted any Apothecary, unlefs
ordering too little Phyfick, and curing a Pa-
tient too {oon, is, intheir Way of ‘Lhinking,
an unpardonable Crime. 1 muft ‘confefls, |
could ncver bring an Aporhecary’s Bill 1o
three. Pounds, in a Fever : Whereas 1 have
known fome ot their Bills, in this Difeafe,
amount to forty, fifty, and fixty Pounds. 1f
they can’t cure withlefs Charges, 1 can't for-
bcarsﬁying, That I have the ﬁimc--{}piniun

) ot
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of their Integrity, as I have of their Under-
ftanding. : |

Since thefe Gentlemen have been pleafed
to take fuch Liberties with my Character, F
think I laean equal Right, or tharat leatt
it will be pardonable in me, if I endeavour
to lay open fome of their Irregularities to the
World. When 1 have attended fome of my
Patients, they have very often given it as a
Reafon for not feeing me, That I do not
prefcrnibe every Time that I vific them 5 and
have likewife told me, That they learned
this Do%rine from the Apothecary, That ’tis
your Writing Phyfician only, who bas a Title
t0 @ Fee. [ muft own, at firft Sight, this
carries a very good Face withit, and muft
naturally create in Patients a great Opinion of
the Apothecary, who feems, in this Refpect; -
ro aét merely out of Regard to their Wel-
fare, ard net from™ any View to the Doc-
tor’s Intere(t, or his own. But to me, 1t ap-

ears very plainly a Deceir, however plau-
{ible to others 3 and, to make it clear to you,
only confider, that if the Phyfician writcs,
it muft be ten or twelve Shillings at leaft in
the Apothecary’s Way ; and for my Part, 1
don’t look upon this to be at all better than
p cking one Man’s Pocket, to put Money into
anvther's,

Now,
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Now, I appeal to each unprejudiced Rea-
der, Whether, if a Phyfician muft be com-
relled to vary his Prefcriptions, when there
15 no Occafion for it, he is not conlequently:
left under the greateft Uncertainty, and un-
capable of judging what may, or may not be
of Benefit to his Patient? So that if fuch a
Praétice does not prove fatal to the Patient,.
he runs at lealt a very great Hazard of his.
Life. |

'Tis my Opinion, the lefs Apothecaries:
Gains are, the better the Patients may af-
ford to fee their Dofor. Lknow very well, I
am no f{ooner called to a Patient, but it is re-
ported immediately he is dead, and I have
killed him ; as in the Cafe of Sir Fohn Blunt,.
very lately, who was ftruck with the Dead’
Palley: However, in four Days, his Senies:
were perfeétly reftored to him 3 and in twelve
Days, he had the fame Motion, Life, and
Senfation, on that Side which was- {truck, as
on the Side that was not affected.

If by what I have faid, I-have difobliged’
all the Apothecaries in the Kingdom, I.have
not many more Enemjes among(t them, than
I had before. If it thould be asked now,.
W hat was the original Grounds of their Dil-
like to me, 1 can give no other Reafon, than
" my being always inviclably atrached to the
Intereft and Welfare of my Patient,. and en-

' F s tirelys
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tirely regavdicls of thefe Gentlemens unwar-
rantable Gains.

It after all that has been faid, T am flill to
be recommended by A pothecaries, and muft
depend entirely upon their good Weord, I
can aflure the World, I fhall foon retire
where none, except the Poor, will have any
Affiftance from me.

I am very fenfible, my Method in curing
Fevers, is much exploded, becaufe I at quite
contrary to the common Praltice. 1 hap-
pened to hive in Gloceflerfbire, in the Years
1728 and 1729 ; when a very fatal Epide-
mical Fever raged to fuch a Degree, as to
fweep off whole Families, nay, almoft whole
Villages. I was called to feveral Houfes,
where eight or nine Perfons were down at
a Time; and yet did not fo much as lofe one
Patient where I was concerned. 1 defy the
Malice of my moft implacable Enemies to
make 1t appear, that in my ten Years laft
Prattice 1 have loft twelve Patients in all
Kinds of Fevers put together.

The Cale of Fohn-Dinelcy Goodeere, Efqs
of Charlton in Iorceflerbire, near Evefbam,
was very remarkable : Some Years ago,
when he was in London, he was feized with
a viokent Fever: He was unwilling that
Sir Edward Goodeere, his Father, who was in
own at the fame Time, fhould know any
Thing of it 5 {o that he was, as it were, is

Lxtre-
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‘Ezxtremis beftore his Father was acquairted
~with it. He ordered me immediately to be
called to his Son ;3 whole Eyes where fet in
his Head, his Jaw fallen, his Tongue direétly
black and hardy, his Faceas black as an Zndian,
with round Drops upon it as big as Peale or
Pulle. The Apotheeary being prefent, I ask-
ed him if he blooded. He told me, Yes; and
accordingly got every Thing in order for ir.
} bid him take Care to make a large Orifice,
- which he did. Heasked me how much Blood
he muft take away ? I anfwered I could not tell.
He faid he had taken off twelve Ounces. 1
faid, Letthe Patient bleed on, The Apothe-
‘cary now told me he had drawn twenty
Ounces. Then [ difcerned fomething of 2
Pulfe coming on i my Patient. In the
Conclufion, he bled to forty-cight or fifty
Ounces. The Sweat went off, and his Face
came to its Colour.  Whillt he was bleeding,
1 got a cool Tankard of Rhenith Winey
Warer, and Lemon, which held ncar three
Quarts : I raifed him upon his Pillow, and
gave him about a Pint-Glalsful 5§ ard imme-
diately after be began to move his Eyes, and
clofe his Jaws. In avery thort Time after,
I gave him a couple ot Glafles more. He
then fixed his Eyes hard upon me, put his
Hand out to me, and {udy, /5 it you, my dear
friend ? 1 asked himy If ba sould drink. He
aniwered, 7Zhe Ocean. 1 made thofe about
| him
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him rub his Head with dry Clothes, and
then asked how he found himfelf? He an-
fwered, In a ftrange confufed Condition. In
one Hour, or thereabouts, he flung the
Clothes off the Bed, put his Feet in his Slip-
pers, called for his Night-Gown, walked to
the other Side of the Room, fet himfelf down
ina two-armed Chair. Now, my dear Friend,
(fays he,) we will bave one Flask of Claret
together. 1 told him, I weald drink a Flask
of Claret ;. but that he muft ftick to his Ceol.
Tankard. '
The next Morning, when I came to wait
on him, he was down in the Stable amongft.
his Horfes, without a Cap, having nothing
on but his Night-Gown and Slippers. I
asked himy, How be did? He faid, Never
better in all bis Life. 'This was in the Month:
of March. Now, this is termed a defperate
Way of Pratice. But then, they who cons=
demn ity thould give an Inftance of any one I
have loft by fuch Methods. |
here is nothing more certain, than that

the whole Animal Creation [is liable to di-
vers Kinds of Difeafes 5 and it is as certain,.
that the Almighty Goodnefs has afforded
Animals fuch Appetitions of Nature, or In-
ftinét, that we daily fee they have Recourfe
to fuch Remedies, whereby they recover thejr
Health. Birds refort to their feveral Sorts-
of.






( rp3 )

The Remedies that have been. preferibed
for the feveral Diftempers mentioned in this
Treatife, may, with God’s Blefling upon
them, be depended on as very efhicacious
in the Cure of each particular Difeafe ; un-
lefs a Perfon has a Complication of Diftems
pers upon him at once. But I muit give the
Reader one Caution, That there is a great
Difference in the feveral Conftitutions of
Mankind 3 and therefore it muft be left to ‘e-
very Man’s Dilcretion, as to the Quantity he
is to take of each of thefe Medicines.

I have gone through moft of the Dif-
tempers common to the Climate we live in ;
and have thewn, at the fame Time, what is the
molft likely Method of curing them ; and hope,
that as to the Plainnels of my Style, and ma-
king.the Delcriptions intelligible, I have been
as good as my Promilc made in the Beginning
of this Treatife.

I do not feek for Applaufe from-this Per-
formance, efpecually from the Gentlemen of
the Faculty, being fenfible how many great
and powerful Enemies 1 have amongft them.
Who, as they have done all- they could hi-
therto to difcredit my Practice, fo probably
wil take Occafion from the Publication of
thefe Sheets, to improve their Inveétives and
Refentments agamit me. Buat as Cuftom has
made i1ll Ulage familiar to me, J think I am
prepared for-any future Calumny. In the

mean.
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POSTSCRIPT.

AVIN G omirtted the foilowing Let-

ter from Anthony Balaw, 'Efq; in

Great-Ruffel Streer , which I defigned to

have inferted when [ was (peaking of Quick-

jgﬂfr, I fhall give it my Readers in this
ace.

London, 15 Adpril, 1732

s O'U have always undoubtedly great
M Satisfation in hearing Succels at-
¢ tends your Advice, efpecially in obftinate
¢ Chrotiic Cafes, which have long baffled
¢ the Power of Phyfick.

L

¢“ I therefore think my felf indifpenfubly

¢ obliged to give you that Pleafure, fo much
(49 }rour
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void the Inclemencies of very bad Weather,
or upon {light Atracks; when Reft is al-
ways preferable to any the lealt Motion.
My Complaints,. though very greatly di-
minifhed, I cannot fay arc-ab{Llutely remo-
ved 5 I have had frequent Symptoms threat-
ening me, and efpecially this Spring 5 the
Variablenefs of the Weather being always

‘“ a great Enemy to me. But happy in a
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high Degree is my prefent Condition,
when compared with my former. To you
I'am indebted for this Happinefs ; and I
fhall be ulways ready to makefuch Acknow-
ledgments of ir, as the moft grateful Senfe
can infpire..

¢ If you think my Name may do*any Ser~

‘vice 1n encouraging other Sufferers to try:

a Remedy, which, by my Experience in
a leng Ule, proves-not only very innocent
of the Charge of bringing” on other bad
Confequences, butlikewife the fole efficaci-
ous one in this lamentable Diforder, you are
very welcome to make fuch Ufe of it as
you may think proper.

“ I have the Liberty to mention another
Gentleman’s Name, who, through my
Means,. and by Encouragement from me,
has reaped a much greater Advantage
from your Advice than myfelf. Mr. More,

“ who
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who lives at Epfom, has been troubled
from his Infancy with an Afthma in an ex-
tream Degree : About laft February was
Twelve-Month he began the Ule of Quick-
filver : He has taken it ever fince with
very few Intermiffions : He has from that
Time had but two fmall Fits ; the laft was
in Adugufp paft, and was the leaft of the
two : Since that Time he has not had one
Afthmatick Symptom; and from not be-
ing ablefcarcely ever to walk, he has, for his
Diverfion, walked from London to Epfom.

¢« T wifh you may foon produce fo many
other Examples of {uch Cures, as may o-
vercome all Prejudices and groundlefs Fears,
and propagate the merited Credit of fo fa-

<¢ Jutiferous a Remedy. 1 am,

o TR,
Your moft obliged

And very bhumble Servant,

o Dr. Dovznr.

AN'TH'DNY BEL:”LM,
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- Tt thould be obferv’d likewife, that the
Italian 'Tranflation of the famous M. Sanca/any,
Counfellar and firft Phyfician to his Highne(s
the Duke de Guaflale, has brought over fome
Perfons who were too tenacious of old Prin-
ciples, and had protefledly writ againft this
new Method.

Surgery is under this Obligation to them,
that their Obfcurity has added a new Light
to .my Imagination, and compcll’d me to
produce fuch Reafons and Proofs, as may
make fome Progre(s toward perteting our
Art; and upon this Motive I refum’d my Pen.
1 think my felf obliged to ward off the indi-
re€t Attacks made on my zealous Tranflator,
by an{wering all Doubts and Objetions, and
by oppofing the falfe Maxims of Antiquity
with Reafon and Experience,

In this Difpute, I was not a little fur-
priz’d to fee my Letters tranflated and prin-
ted, by the Care of my ingenious Tranflator,
notwith{tanding the unpolithed, laconic, ok-
fcure and unartful Style in which they were
written.

However they happened to be well recei-
ved by many very excellent Profeflors, with
which /raly abound. My Tranflator has fe-
veral ‘Picces “in his Pofleffion, which I never

tork



{ 121)

took a Copy of ; and in this Colle&ion there
are {ome already printed in f#alian, which I
have reviewed, correéted,and made fome Ad-
ditions to ; but as that Language is not much
uled in France, I chofe to publifh them like-
wile in the fame with my former Work.

I thould likewife obferve, that I had the
good Fortune, on my own accord, to fall in-
to the Opinion of the famous Cefar Magati,
and afterwards to raife him up out of the
Oblcuarity in which he had remain’d for above
a whole Century.

This is a fort of Miracle wrought by my
former Work. The Reader will meet with
other Miracles of Art in this : Eyes entirely
loft, reflor’d by one fingle Operation, and a
Number of defperate and mortal Cafes, by
wrong Treatment, conquer’d by gentle and
cxpeditious Methods. Thele will appear up-
~on a Perufal of this Work : and a faithful
Praétice will evince the Truth of them. AMa-
gatus is here revived by Accident : The hap-
py Succels of our Operation in Difeafes of
the Eyes, is not owing to my Invention 3 I
have only had the Advantage of fetting it
forth on feveral Occafions, having never met
but with one Perfon in my Life who has
practifed it before me.

G Mercury,
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Mercury, whofe Virtues T here rublifh, is
a Miracle of Nature, and the greateft Gift
of Providence in the whole Materia medica.

My Knowledge of ‘it is more owing to
Chance, than to all I could collect from thofe
who have ufed it, or wrote of it.

I am ready to acknowledge, that it was not
from the refult of any Reatoning, that I firft
enter’d upon the Ule of it ; however; the
Succels 1 met with from its Adminiftration
cncouragcd me to adhere to it and to add
Authority to one Experience, by another ;
I have fince met with fiequent and favourable
Oppottunities of experiencing its Efficacy in
many chronical and invetcrate Difeafes, which
although deem’d incurable, have yiclded to
rhe Power of crude Mercary. 1 have found
out a Method to prevent it from fubliming,
tho’ I cannot be of Opinion that the Heat of
our Bodies is fufficient to fublime it without
fuch.a Reftraint. 1 have mix’d it with gen-
tle Catharticks, which determines one Part
of it by Stool; another Part of it enters into
the Mafs of Blood, and mixes with the Lymph
in Circulation, without lofing its globular
Figure, which it never leaves till it has ren-
derd it capable of penetrating every where
by its Subtility and Fluidity, and of nourifh-

ing



(2237)

ing all Parts of the Body by means of its
balfamic Particles, which it reftores to their
natural State, when they are deprav’d and al-
ter'd, and jemoves all Obftacles that may im-
pede 1ts Progrefs. I is a profels’d Enemy to
all heterogeneous, vitiating, or malignaht Mat-
ter: As 1 became acquainted with its Vir-
tues thro’ a long and conftant Pra&ice, I
have not been very folhcitous in confulting
Authors who have treated of it; I know
that Mr. Lemery, and fome others extol ir.

Avicen fays, that fome People drink it
without any ill Confequence, and prefcribes
it for Children in Scald-heads. Planifcampus
attributes more excellent Qualitiesto Mercury
than to Guaiacum. Marianus Sanfus di
rects no, lefs than four Pounds of it to
be taken in the liac Paffion.  _Autvnins
Mufa, and Mefut tecommend it for the
Worms and the Itch. Mr. % Ducy a Phy-
fician, who made a Voyage to the Lewvays
tell us, that the Women of Smyraa frequent-
ly fwallow two Dramsof it at a time to af-
fure Conception, and laughs at thofe who -
thinksita Poifon 3 for, fays he, the Workers
in Quickfilver-Mines have gotten a Trick of
{wallowing fome Pounds of 1t, jult as they
are leaving off work; which they dilcharge
as {oon as they gethome, and fell. To pre-
vent which Roguery, ’ts ufual to confine

Caaiit 7 2 them
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them for fome Hours after they have done
worl, that they may be obliged to evacuate
what they have {wallowed. -

Some look upon Mercury to be hot, and
others cold 3 however, it it mollifics the
Blood, if it mitigates the moft exquifite Pains,
and calms the Tumult of the Spirits in the
Folvulus, and in many other Dilorders; if it
difpofes lean Perfons to grow Fat, as without
doubt it does; thefe Confiderations added
- together, make it more probable that ’tis ra-
ther cold than hot, or at leaft of a Temper
between both.

But whether it be hot or cold ’tis its Ef-
fe@s I chiefly regard, and not its Qualities.
Let it be extoll’d or condemn’d, its vertues
will be always the fame: *Tis Matter of Fatt
that no one Thing in Nature is capable of
producing fo falutary and furprizing Effects
in almoft all Diforders ; {fome are of Opinion
that it is a good Medicine, but dangerous,
which is giving it a good and bad Charalter
at the fame Time, and thereby make room
for Fears and Doubts, and deprive an infinite
Number of affli¢ted Perfons of the {pcedy Help
they might reccive from its Ule.

Experience being the ftrongeft Evidence

can be offer’d, I thought it might not be
improper
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improper to relate fome Cures perform’d at
different Times, on different Subjeéls, and in
differenc Diforders. A very large Volume
would hardly conrtain all thofe which 1 have
performed in the fpace of the three and forty
Years that I have made ufe of Mercury, was
I to publith them. 1T have followed the fame
Method in this Treatilfe, as I have done in
my former Work, where at the End of the
Cure of each Wound, I have annexed an
Obfervation by way of Refleftion 3 and in
this I have alfo fubjoin’d a kind of Rationale
to every Experiment, in order to explain the
Mechanical /dea which 1 had of this Re-
medy.

In the Year 1681, when I was at Turia,

a young Abbot inform’d me, that after an
impure Commerce, he had been attack’d
with fome venereal Complaints, which were
indifferently taken Care of 5 that fome Months
after he was affliCted with nocturnal Pains in
feveral Parts of his Body, together with an
Ulcer in his Nofe, which he fthew’d me.
He told me that the Pofture of Affairs, and
the Seafon of the Year, would not permit
him to enter upon a ftri&t Courfe of Me-
dicine 3 and that it was of the utmoft con-
fequence to him, to have his Diforder kept
Secret; defiring me to contrive fome Me-
thod which might for the prefent hinder its
G 3 fur-






(2397 )

having never been interrupted in his Reft or
Diet, thro’ the whole Courle of his Cure,
nor was he confin’d to his Room, or any
ways alter’d his ufual way of Living, fo as
to give any one the lealt Sufpicion of his
being under a Courfe of Phyfick.

This was the firt Cure I ever perform’d
in fuch a Manner, being at that time Sur-
geon-Major of the Hofpital of Briangon,
where I practifed the fame Method with e-
qual Succels. In the Year 1694, Mr. /e
Marefchal de Gatinar fent me feveral iubaltern
Officers to Qalx, who were afflicted with the
fame. Diftemper : They took no other Re-
medy, and return’d to the Army in {ix Weeks,
far, brisk, and well, without any farther
Trouble. I omit relating the Particulars to
avoid Prolixity, and fhall only give ane In-
ftance of a Cure of each Kind, unlefs {ome
extraordinary Circum{tance {hould induce me
to the contrary.

~ Inthe following Year 1682, Ar. Je Comte
de 8. George, Gentleman of the Horfe to her
Royal Highnefs, and a Captain in the Guards,
defird me to vifit the Corporal of his Com-
pany, who had been troubled with a {chirrhous
‘Tumour, fortwo Years, at that time as bigas
ones Head, which cover’d his right Thigh, fo
- that he could hardly walk with a pair of
G 4 Crutches:
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Crutches : The moft eminent Surgeons in
Turin had order’d him many Remedies with-
out Succefs : I was refolved to try what Mer-
cury would do in this Cafe, and having con-
tinued it in the Manner afore-mentioned for
cighteen or twenty Days, the Tumour foft-
ned, and came to Suppuration. I opencd
it, and difcharged feven or eight Pints of
Pus and Lymph, and in a Months time he

was perfetly cured, and walked without
bis Crutches.

The Succels T met with in this Cure, gave
me a high Efteem for the Remedy, but my
Removal to another Station foon after, de-
prived me of the frequent Opportunities of
applying it as I wifh’d. Befides, my Age
had not as yet advanc’d me to a requifite De-
gree of Credit for Aéting as I thought pro-
per, and therefore was obliged to wait for a
more favourable Seafon.

In the Year 1687, being Surgeon-Major
of the Hofpital of Luferne, 1 adminiftred it
with Succe(s in feveral hard and fchirrhous
Tumours. I found that thofe which were
but of a moderate Size, and of no very long
Duration, would be diffipated without Sup-
purating ; and that thofe which were larger
and of a longer Date, would come to Sup-
puration. This made me of Opinion, that

notwith.-
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notwith{tanding their Hardnels, Age and In«
fenfibility, yet they were not intirely with~
out a Communication with the Fluids,

To give a mechanical Explication of the
Effet of Mercury in thefe Tumours, it
muft be confidered that the Matter which:
conftitutes thofe Tumours that are owing to:
Congeftion, as well as Obftru&ions, in all
other Parts of the Body, cannot move of its.
{elf, when it is once accumulated and ftopp’d :
Notwithftanding the Elafticity of the Parts.,
there is an abfolute Neceffity for fomething
to thock, fubtilife, render it fluid, and dif=
unite it.

To anfwer this End, the Fluids which
circulate in Tumours, as well as in other
Parts of the Body, muft be put into a rapid
Motion, {ufficient to difintangle, loofen, and:
remove that which before was fix’d and with-
out Motion.. *Tis Mercury alone which is.
capable of performing this Office, as it unites
it felf with the Lymph, follows its Motion,,

and accompanies it through all Parts of the
Body.

Thefe little Globules, which are divifible
ad Infinitum, roll along with it infeparably :
The Rotundity of their Figure make them.
fit to encounter the Obftacles they meet with
- in their way without any fear of their being

Gy ftopp’d,
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ftopp’d, withheld or entangled : They flide
upouy, ftrike, rub, and put thofe Particles of
Matter into Motion which were united, con-
neted and coagulated, in the Parts, or in
the Glands, contrary to the Laws of Na-
ture : 'They render them more fluid, reduce
them to Pus;y or carry them away with them-
felves, to be excreted by the perfpiratory Pai-
{ages, or by Stool or Urine.

By this Mechani(m, unnatural Tumours,.
Obftruétions in Ulcers, and other Parts of
the Body, are removed, the Fluids re-efta-
blith’d in that State which is neceflary to
Lifc, and the Prefcrvation of Health: This
is what I conceive concerning the two Ope-
rations of Mercury on Coagulations ; that of
ablorbing, and that of diffolving ;5 tho’ thefe
_gre Philofophical Terms, which with regwd
o operative Effelts are to be explain’d in a
very different Manner, as 1 fhall endeavour
o thew hereafter,

In 1691, when T was Surgeon-Major of
the Hofpital of Briangon, 1 was ferch’d to
a young Woman, who had a Tumour on her
right Cheek for two Years : When 1t came
to Suppuration it was drefs’d with a Tenr,
wh-ch left in Fiftulous, and by degrees the
lower Jaw became fo fixt, that its Motion
was entirely loft, and her Mouth fo cloll’ed

that
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that the was conftrain’d to live wholly o
Broths or other Liquids.. I was told that {he
had made ufe of feveral Remedies without
any Succels.

I ordered fome very fmall Pills to be made
up for her, one of which fhe took every o-
ther Day for a Month, at the end of which
her Jaw was relaxed, her Mouth epen’d,
and her Fiftula perﬁf&iy healed, to the great
Joy and Surprife of the Patient. As this
Cure was fomewhat extraordinary, it prevail-
ed upon me to adminifter the Remedy in fe-
veral chronical Difeafcs, which had before
eluded the Forcelof all the ufual Medicines,
which, notwithftanding, yiclded to this,

The greatelt Part of the Fiffulas, which
happen in Wounds and Abfcefles, are the
Confequence of Tents, which by bending
the Fibres of the. Cana] into which they are
introduc’dy and. by their frequent Friction,
and continual Compreffion, unite them, and
caule them to adhere to one another, 'l at
length they form what is ufualy calld 2
Callus. ..

As there are a great: Namber of {mall Vel-
l"cls iy all Parts of the Body, which con-
vey the Lymph and the other Juices : The
Ouifices of the little Tubes, which are con-

G 6 tain’d
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tain’d within the whole extent of the Callus,
and which confines and bears upon the afore-
- mentioned replicated and united Fibres, are
difunited by the Force of the globular Parti-
cles of the Mercury mixed with the Lymph :
The natritious Juice expands itfelf among the
Fibres thus relieved, and reinftates them in
their original order: I think the Effe Mer-
cury produces upon the callous Part of Fiffu-
fas cannot be fo eafily explained in any other
Manner, as by its Shocking and Difengaging
the Fibres which were betore replicated and
glued together; in which Cafe ’tis abfolute-
ly neceflary that the Tent fhould be thrown
afide : Thofe who are refolved to have ir,
that its Virtue confifts in-abforbing of Acids,
. thould not urge that Confideration here,
- where there are no Acids to be abforbed 5
~or if they urge that it {erves to diffolves the
- Callusy let them give fome mechanical Ac-
~ count, how it is performed ; for ’tis certain-
ly true thatit muftaét after the {fame Manner
here as in other Obftruétions and Tumours,
and that ’tis only by virtue of fome mechani-
cal Property, that it anfwers the End in fuch
a Number of various Cafes. -

After the Peace in 1606, I had the Ho-
nour to fucceed the famous M. Thouvenot,
who was, ’till his Death, firft Surgeon to
Ler Royal Highnefs; foon after I came to

| : Turin,
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Zurin, I law a poor Girl begging on the Steps
of St. Fabn’s Church, in a Place call’d Cornié -
The Number of fcrophulous Holes in her
Face, and upon her Breaft, render'd her an
Object horrible to look at : Befides this, all
the Glands of her Neck were fwoln, and her
Hands and Feet were quite deform’d.

I fent for her Home, and prevail'd upon
her to take a Dofe of my Mercury every
other Day ; and being willing to fee her
take the firlt Dofe my felf, I order’d fome
Soop to be brought her, to drink after it.

She continued to ufe this Medicine for the
Space of fix Months, at the End of which
Fime fhe was perfe@ly cured ; fo that f{he

was afterwards married, and had feveral Chil-
dren.

Scrophulous Cafes are the moft difficult
to cure, and very few Remedies affet their
Caule. They frequently occur in fome Cli-
mates and Narions, and are often the Inhe-
ritance of our Anceftors Irregularities : Their
Origin is in the Blood, their Seat in the
Glands and Joints. ' The Coldnefs of their
Nature, and the Vifcidity of their Humour,
which is infpiffated by an Acid, makes them
not calily conquer’d by ordinary Remedics.

Ir
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It has been long fince confefls’d, that Mer=
cury is the only Medicine capable of performs-
ng a thorough Cure in thefe Diforders, ei-
ther by liquefying, diflolving, and putting
the Juices in Motion, or by deftroying the
Acids and vicious Ferments, which occafion
the coagulation of the Lymph, and by fend-
li;rlg Spirits and Heat into the affli¢ted Mem-

ers. .

The Acid which is the Caufe of thefe cold
Coagulations, is exceeding difficult to be de-
firoy’d. The Mercury can by its Motion
but little affect its foft and glutinous Tex-
ture : And for this Reafona confiderable Time:
- 1s required before it is able to difconcert ir,
and break orblunt the Points of the Acids
which occafion it; however, without Dif-
pute, it affects it at laft: For by circulating
with the Lymph in the Aiticulations, andin
the fcrophulous Glands, it gradually removes .
the Obftacles which oppofc the Coutfe of the
Fluids.

~About a Year aftery I had under my Care
M. Dafanre, a Frenchman, who had been
affliCted with a Tumour in the Liver for a--
bove two Years, for which he had confulted
feveral Univerfities, to no Purpofe,

This
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This Tuamour was bigger than cae’s Fift,
exceeding painfuly and externally protuberant,
by which "twas ealy to determine the Ex<
tent of it : His Pulie was irregular, he was
troubled with frequent Syucopes, want of
Sleep, and an univerfal Uneafinefs.

»

H

I propofed to him the Ule of my Remedy,
as a proper Diffolvent for the Diflipation of
his Tumour: He drank chalybeated Wine
with ity in which Capillas Peneris was in-
fufed 5 ‘and was perfectly cured in a Month’s
Time by the conitant Ufe of his Medicines.

This Tumour was f{chirrhous, notwiths
ftanding it was painful; which might poffi-
bly be occafion’d by its compreflion upon
the Parts- to which it adhered; and he has
enjoy’d a good State of Health ever.f{ince.

Me- Couturiere, Milliner to her Royal High-
nefls, was afilicted in 1703, with a Tumour
in her Breaft, which grew confiderably in a
thort Time, being very painful and hard, and
tending direltly to a Carcinoma.

She ufed the fame Remedy, and was en-
tirely cured in one Month, having never fince
felc the lcaft Pain in that Parc. Vaft Num-
bers have been cured both at Court and in
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the City by the fame Medicine ; and very
lately a Lady of the firft Rank, whofe Name
I forbear to mention, tho’ the has made no
Secret of the Cure herfelf : However, if thefe
Complaints are inveterate, the beft Way is
not to meddle with them, or to proceed im-
mediately to Amputation : They havealways
been look’d upon as Cales of the moft dif-
ficult Cure, and are deem’d incurable, when
ulcerated. 'They are excruciating upon Ac-
count of their Pain, and infupportable upon.
Account of their Stench ;. and there is no-.
thing but crude Mercury taken inwardly,.
which by its Frition is able to blunt the
Points of the Acids that confume the Fleth
in the Parts affected. And when the Cure
becomes impofiible, nothing is more fit to
mitigate the Pain, prevent a further Pro-
grefs, and oppofe Corruption and Stench.

When our Court attended the Queen of
Spain as far as the Borough of Cony in 1702,
1 was in returning back, feiz’d in the City
of Foufan, with fo viélent a Fit ot the Gra-
vel, that I imagin’d it would have carried me
off. I voided,.in the Bath which was prepa-
red for me, feveral fmall Stones and Gravel,
with inconceivable Torture, and the Liquor
which came away was purc Blood inftead of
Urine,

; | {
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I was carried to Turin, where Mr. Fou-
[age, at that time firft Phyfician to her Roy-
al Highnefs, prefcribed me Medicines for
three Months,at the End of which I'relapled in-
to my former Condition, voiding Stones and
Gravel with exceflive Pain.

At length I began to take my Diflolvent
into Confideration ; imagining, that thefe
Stones were formed and concreted by a thick
Lymph, which could it be rendered more
fluid, would prevent any farther Concretions
of this Sort; and to this End I made Ulfe
of my Remedy : The Confequence was, that
all my Symptoms ceafed, and I have not from
that Time to this been f{enfible of the leaft
Touch of my Complaint. ’Tis true indeed,
that at certain Seafons | take a few Dofes ot
the Medicine, which I believe fecures me a-

gainft a Relapfe.

I am the firft to whom I ever adminiftred
this Remedy in fuch a Cafe ; but not the
lat: I have frequently given it to many
Perfons in the fame Condition, and always
with good Succels. It is not lefs efficacious
in Retentions of Urine from a vifcuous
Gelly. M. le Baron de Chainaye Nifar has
experienced it to his Satisfattion. For
four Years together he could not make

Water without the moft exquifite Pain and
La-
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Labour : He took this Remedy, and in a
fhort Time he evacuaated his Urine freely and
without Pain. M. le Chavelier de Morete
who could make no Water for five Days to-
%Et!":f’!‘, without the Affiltance of my dear
‘riend M. Ciconigni, and two other Phyfi-
cians of Note; but was cured in one Days
Time by the Affitance of -my Remedy.
I have a freth Cufe of the like Natere, where
the fame Remedy was given with Succefs.
But fuch Relations lead me too far out of
the Way 35 fo I fhall {upprefs this With ma-
ny otheis, notwithitanding a great Number
of Inftances are the moft perfuafive ; for a
fingle Cure might be imputed to merc
01T, Ter MRS T i e g A,

It appearsithen that crude Mergury is ufe-
ful in the Gravel, by bringing it away and
preventing the Vifcofity of the Lymph,
which conglutinates the tartarcus Particles
of the Blood. - 3

~ Thefe Vifcofities occafion much the fame
Symptoms as the Stone it felf, and although
the Pains they produce are not {o exquifite,
they are however frequently attended with a
Suppreflion of Urine, by obftraéting the
‘Tubes which fhould convey it into the Blads
der : In fuch a Cale, Mercury by the Ro-
tundity of its Particles, and. its Motion, is
: : capable
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more fluid, and fit to be difcharged. This
Woman had all the Epigaftrick Region ftuf-
fed with vifcuous and acid Humours, which
occafioned a Tenfion and Irritation in the
Inteftines, and weakened the Periftaltick Mo-
tion of the Guts, which nothing could bet-
ter re-eftablith than Mercury, by the Mo-
tion of its Particles : It at the fame Time
blunted the Points of the Acids, which oc-
cafioned Convulfions in thofe Parts: And
the Crifpation of the Fibres being removed,
whatfoever the Guts contained was naturally
precipitated by the Weight of the Mercury.

Mercury, when it is received into the Sto-
mach, is blended with whatever it meets with
there 5 and as the laéteal Veflels receive what
is {ubtile enough to enter their Orifices, the
more volatile Part of the Mecury is confe-
quently admitted and conveyed into the Mafs
of Blood, which it renders more fluid and
foft; whilft what remains in the Inteflines,
purfues the common Courfe of Purgatives.

In 1710, one M. de Iz Pierre, Governor
to a German Lord, had an inveterate Itch,
which cluded the Force of all the Medicines
he had raken in France and Holland. He
took of my Mercury,and without the Afliftance
of any other Remedy, was perfettly cu-
tred in three Weeks, went away very i_szll

atis-
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fatisfied, and the next Year wrote to me to
fend him the Medicine to the Hague, one of
his Friends being under the fame Misfor-
tune.

" M. Carret, Commiflary of War in the Ar-
mies and Hofpitals of Framce, was affliCted
with an ill-favoured red Zeter, which {pread
over half his Face, he refufed to take any
Remedies that were recommended to him;
but came to me as foon as conveniently he
could ; I gave him my Mercury, which had
{o fudden an Effe&t, that he perceived him-
{elf fenfibly amended after the firft Dofe; af-
ter the fecond the Zerer was apparently dimi-
nifhed, and after the fourth it was hardly
difcernable. However he continued the Ule
ofit; but after the fifth Dofe, there was not
the lealt Footftep of it remaining.

Another Cure was performed vpon M. /e
Comte & Argue, a Bavarian Gentleman, with
the fame Expedition. As he returned from
France, where he had been for his Health,
he was feized in Sawvoy, with Pains in his
Shoulders, and a large Clufter of Puftules which
covered his whole Face, this was in 1723.
He fent for the very learned M. Cicognini to
advife with him, whether 1t would be berter
to put himfelf under a Courfe of Medicine at
Turin, or to return to France. 'This Phyti-

: cian
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cian recommended ‘Me, and my Remedy,
which he thought fuflicient to extricate him
from the Dithiculty he laboured under : A fter
he had twice taken it, he found his Pains a-
bated, and his Puftules dccaying, which en-
tirely difappeared after the fourth- Dofe. He
continued the Repetition of it fome {hort
Time, and ffock’d himfelf with a good Quan-
- tity when he went away,

The fudden Alteration occafioned by the
Mercury in this tumify’d Zezer, is an unde-
niable Proof of its mixing with the Lywph.
Its manner of Operatioh 1s the fame in Teters,
Itch, and Pimples of the Face and other Parts
of the Body, as it is in fchirrous Tumours,
Scrophuia’sy Carcinomia's, Wenns, {Je. it re-
moyes the Obftruction of the Glands, by de-
ftroying the Acids which caufed it; and the
Lymph conveying it to the Pores of the
Skin, its volatile Particles, carry -the Acids
which lurk in thofe Pores along ‘with them,
and dilcharge them by infenfible Perfpiration.
Thus are the fibrous Mamille, which were
betore comprefied and rendered mnactive, re-
ftored to their preftine Form, Elaftacity, and
Office: And the Orificesbeing unlock’d, Per-
fpiration goeson as betore.

Although the Diforders, which I have de-
fcribed, were attended with Varicty ot Symp-
- toms,
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toms, yet were they all produced from the
{fame Caufe. The f{ofter Preparations of
- Mercury, as Ethiops Mineralis, and the Pow-
der of Algorath,are {erviceable in external Ap-
plication, by exhaulling the Acids, and open-
ing the Skin.. But a Salivation would in all
Probability enfue, fhould any of the acid
Particles when blended' with the Mercury,
re-enter into the Mals of Bloody, which
makes me afirm that crude Mercury taken
by the Mouth, is more effectual, certain, and
expeditious.

In 1719, my Adjutant’s Son in the Hol-
pital of Briancon was fent me to Zurin, af-
flicted with an univerfal Leprofy ; his Head
was ina very bad Condition, and his whole
Body covered with white Scales: I fhew’d
him in thefe Circumftances to fome of the
Profeflion.

I took him to my Houfe, and gave him a
Pill every other Evening towards Bed-time.
At fix Week’s End his Head and Neck were

as clean as a Pearl, and perfectly cured.

The Leprofly and Pox have a near Afhni-
ty to each other, according to the Opinions
of moft learned Men. Mercury has at all
Times been acknowledged for the Specifick
in {uch Difeafes, fince it was firlt dilcovered

and
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and adminiftred. And has certainly an abfo-
lute Power over thefe Ferments: ’Twere
needlefs to illuftrate its mechanical Operation
upon thefe Poifons : It is too well known e-
ver to be called in Queftion. This was the
firft Leper I ever had under my Care: This
Difeafe though very formidably, givesway to

Mercury rightly prepared, as readily as the
flighteft of them all.

In 1721, T was commanded by her Royal
Highnels to attend Madam 7z Conteffe Buf-
guet in the City of Eguiere; who had been
confined to her Bed for four Months by a
violent and painful Sciatica. She could not
ftir in the lealt, without giving herfelf mor-
tal Agonies, and being conftrained to void
her Excrements under her, a Mortification
was to be feared upon her inward Parts;
wherefore without delay I propofed to her
Phyfician the ufe of my Mercury, which he
very readily came into.

She had not taken above three Dofes, be-
fore the Violence of the Pain was abated 5 and
after the fourth, fhe felt no more of it : Af-
ter the feventh fhe left her Bed, and began
to walk : The vaft Quantity of Phlegm
which the firft Dofes of this Medicine dif-
charged furpriz’d both the Patienr, and her
Phyécian. The Patient wonder’d to find an

ﬁb'&.EC:
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Abatement of her Mifery in Proportion to
the Evacuation, which did not in the leaft
weaken her ; and the Phyfician was at a
Lofs to account for fuch extraordinary Suc-
cels 5 which occafioned him to exprefs his
Surprize to me in a Letter. The Letter was
read to her Royal Highnefs by my dear Friend
M. Ciconigni, who was himfelf not a lictle
pleafed at the fpeedy and falutary Effe& of fo
~ limple aRemedy, as wellas at the tender and

obliging Expreflions of the Patient and the
Phyfician.

The Gout in its Infancy, the Rheuma-
tifm, the Sciatica, and all Difeafes of this
Nature, are to be cured by {wallowing crude
Mercury. I am convinced by Experience,
that they are all of the fame Nature, tho’
they pafs under different Names, and affeét
different Parts of the Body : As they are
produced by one Caule, they are to be over~
come by one Remedy ; and by that very kind
of Mechanifm which I illuftrated before, in
{peaking of Acids.

The expeditious Action of Mercury on fuch
minute Bodies,” cannot in my Opinion, be
otherwife accounted for ; fince nothing is
fo foon conveyed into the Blood or to the Parts
affeCted, which happens feveral times in
the Space of a natural Day. On this Score

H i
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it 'comes to pafs, ‘that what it has begun in
its firft | Circulations, it finifhes in its {ubfe-
quent ones. I grant that it efcapes partly by
Perfpiration and partly by Stool; but then
by repeating the Dofe, the Operation is con-
tinued without Interruption ; otherwife the
Acids which take up their Refidence in the
Pores and Membranes could not be diflodged,
and comminuted, as it happens in Sciatica’s
and Rheumatifms 3 their Points ftanding on
end, and being no ways interwoven: with any
Subftance to defend them; when the nutri-
cious Juice, comes loaden with Mercuryto the
Membranes, ftuck full of thofe tharp'Spicule,
the fmall round Particles of the Mercury ex-
pand themfelves over the Membranes, and ha-
ving Solidity fufficient, thock, tear to Pieces,
and deftroy the aforefaid Points which after-
wards regurgirate into the Veins, I can form
no other Idea.of thefpeedy Termination of this
Sort of Difeafes : Thofe who have a more ex-
tenfive Under{tanding than mine, may poflibly

give amore rational Account of the Matter.
The Wife of Mr. Reffant, a Bookleller in
Turin, aged about 33, was {ent to her Hul-
band from Briancon, under a Complication
of Difeafes, which had eluded the Skill of
the beft Phyficians in Briancon for four
Years. Among other Complaints, the had
a {mall Fever, a Difficulty of Breathing, a
Pain in her Stomach, a very flinking
Breath,
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Breath, and a monftrous Swelling of her
right Thigh and Leg ; for which laft Dilf-
order fhe had ufed diverfe Sorts of mineral Wa-
ters, both by way of Baths and Fomentations ;
in a Word, the was pronounced incurable.
Her Husband finding her in fo miferable a
Condition, had fo much Confidence in me
as to commit her entirely to my Care ; and
indeed it was with fome Relu&ance that I
undertook the Cure.

However, having been convinced by Ex-
perience, that in thefe defperate Cafes efpeci-
ally,” Mercury gives Proofs of its Force, Vir-
tue, and Efficacy above all other Medicines ;
I no longer remained in fufpence, but gave
her my Remedy without any otherPreparation.

The firft Dofes had fome comfortable Ef-
fefts upon her; moft of her Symptroms cealed ;
her Pualfe was much mended, the Pain of her
Stomach and the ftinking Breath entirely dif-
appeared 5 the Thigh and Leg were lefs pain-
ful, and their Magnitude confiderably dimini-
fhed. Thus fhe went on for fixteen Dofes,
when her Menfes obliged her to defift ; but
afterward fhe reflumed her Medicine, and
without any Conflict was this formidable Co-
agulation of Humours diffolved ; and the Li-
quors recover’d their Fluidity after two and

forty Dolesof the Mercury. The Thigh and
H 2 Leg
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Leg were relaxed, the coagulated Matter now
made fluid, returning with the Mercury into
the Blood : In fhort, in the Month of May
the prefent Year 1724, the Mercury excited
a gentle Salivation: This was the only Time
1 ever knew it produce {uch an Eftect, tho’
I} have given 1t above fix Months toge-
er.

To enter rightly into the mechanical Ra-
pionale of this Matter, it {hould be obferved
that in the Diforder of the Thigh and Leg,
rhere was no Extravafation. The coagulated
Liquors were entirely confined within the
Glands, and the external Veflels, a Proof of
which is, that notwithftanding the Size of
thofe Parts, the Patient could ftill walk ; the
Mufcles being unaffected.

A Diffolution being once made in the Vef-
fels and the Glands, it is natural enough, that
theLiquor having recovered its Fluidity, fhould
re-enter and mix with other Fluids, in the
Courfe of Circulation.

But the fubtile Parts of the Mercury being
clofely combined with what was diffolved,
caufed thofe Fluids to afcend, by which
Means the Veflels of the Throat, which be-
came diftended therewith, and the Orifices

of the falivary Duéts were f{traincd and dila-
ted,
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ted, and afforded a Paflige to the feparated
Huamours; and then the Thigh and Leg di-
minithed confiderably.

This falutary Flux lafted about eight Days,
and re-eftablifh’d the Gentlewoman in a fur-
prizing Condition of Health : She is now
aCtually under my Care, and I hope to re-
csluce her Thigh and Leg to their natural

fatc.

It crude Mercury did imbibe Acids , as
many have imagined ; it muft in this Cafe
have been fufficiently ftocked with them, to
have made Havock with the inward Parts
of the Mouth in the Difcharge ; whereas
nothing more was perceived than a {mall Heat.
In thefe Difeales the morbific Particles are
not fo pungent and corrofive as they are in
Venereal Cafes, which make the Bones cari-
ous, and deftroy the Fleth, without the al
{iftance of any other Matter.

The thick vifcous Matter which nourifh-
es the Hair being abundantly increafed by
the Obftructions in the Skin where it is,
planted, occafioned fuch a plenty of it, that
the whole Leg and Thigh were perfeétly co-
ver’d therewith : for which Reafon I look
upon the Malady of thefe Parts to have had
its rifc from the Vilcidity of the Matter

H 3 ftage
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ftagnating in the capillary Veflels and Glands
of the Skin, which being inconceiveably nu-

mcrous, at laft form’d {o confiderable a Sub-
ftance.

It may then be taken for granted, that Mer-
cury, {ooner or later, penetrates into, and
breaks the Connexion of this Matter ; that
it difengages them from the Acids, and fo
reftores them to their original Fluidity.

If we confider the Effefts of Mercury in
one Cure, we fhall be able to judge of its
EffeCts in all others, though of a different
Kind ; becaufe in allits Variety of Operations

and Productions, it aéts by the fame Mecha-
nical Laws.

I have at this Time under my Care, Dif-
cales that are inveterate and difficult to cure.
I adminifter this fame Remedy in them all ;
and from the Day I begin with it, I have
Reafon to hope for Succefs, although the
common Methods in Practice have failed.

Refpeét forbids me to Name one of my Pa-
tients, and fome other Difcretion obliges me
to conceal. But let the Reader judge of what
may be done from what has beendone : The
Cures already related, are ({urprizing, and
thofe I fhall relate hereafter, will be no 1:5-!'5.']i

Anc
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And now I think I have faid enough to give
an Idea of the Effeéls of this admirable Re-
medy.

The firt Wife of M. Rouffean, in 1712,
was afHliCted for near four Months together
with a Complication of Diftempers. She was
vifited by maay of our Phyficians, who after
they had carefully examined her Symptoms,
were of Opinion that a So/i#m had broughc
her, into a Conflumption ;3 becaufe the vomi-
ted conftantly every Day, after fhe had eaten.
Thele Gentlemen agreed that my Mercary
was the only Medicine which could be of Be~
nefit to her.

The very firft Dofe took off her Vomiting,
and the reft, which were twelve in all,; en-
tirely recovered her,

Cales often occur, where it 1s almoft im-
poflible that the moft accurate Phyfician
fhould not be miftaken. A Girl who wove
Hair for my Perriwig-Maker in 1712, be-
ing about 15 or 16 Years old, was for three
W eeks together blooded and purged, befides
other Remedies and Operations, that were
ufed to fo little Purpole, that at laft the was
feized with a violent and frequent Hic-up,
which prevented ber from {wallowing or 1e-
taining any Thing in her Stomach. She

H 4 was
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was given over by her Phyfician, who defi-
red her Mother to fend for a Prieft to give her
the Sacraments. In this Conjunéture M. de
la Zouche came to me, and defired me to fee
the Girl. I went, and after I had feen her,
and examin’d her Pulfe, I thought I perceiv’d
in her Eyes fome Symptoms of Worms. 1
‘took M. de iz Toache Home along with me,
and dcliver’d to him a Dofe of my Mercury,
with Directions to give it her by Degrees,
in four {mall Pills, with a little Wine. The
firft Parcel fhe took ftopp’d the Hic up, and
the fwallow’d the others with Eafe ; foon
after which fhe vomited up a Worm as thick
as one’s Finger, and half an Ell long, witha
big Head : The Perfons who attended her,
to my great Vexation, threw it away. She
was perfectly cured in a few Days.

Many Phyficians look upon Worms of the
Body with a Kind of Indifference ; and efteem
them ferviceable in confuming certain Super-
fluities in our Bodies.

But after all, the more they multiply, and
the more they increafe in Bulk, the more
Nourifhment they require. If in fuch Cafes
a {lender Diet thould be order’d, they would
entircly confume it 3 and if that were too
little to fuffice, they would prey upon the
Parts themfelves.

Upon
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Upon this Confideration, the beft Way'is
to prevent their increafe, and drive fuch Ani-
mals out of the Inteftines, the Nourifhment
of whofe Bodies are the Deftruction of our

owin.

Worms of the Stomach and Inteftines are
deftroy’d by Mercury. Itnotonly killsthem,
but deftroys the very Seeds of them. This
all agree to, who have written of Mercury 3
and Experience evinces the Truth of it.

Almoft every Thing is full of Worms 2
Our Food abounds with them ; their Seceds
et into our Bodies an infinite Number of

ays. They float in the Blood and other
Liquors, in all Ages, Sexes and Conttitutions,
and devour indifferently what they meet with.
But the So/ium feeds on nothing but Chyle 3
and therefore a Confumption is an incvitable
Concomitant of this Creature.

The Worms of the Stomach and Guts depo-
fite Seed and Excrements, which mixing with
the Chyle, are carried into the Blood, and
create Fevers of an uncommon Nature, cither
by Corruption, or by the Coagulation which
their Acrimony occafions in the Blood.

Hs In
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In all thefe Cafes, T believe nothing is fo
eficCtual as Mercury, on account of its fepa-
rating from the Blood, and carrying away a-
long with it whatfoever is noxious : It pro-
motes Perfpiration, and by its Percuffion and
the Sphcricir{y of its Particles, diffolves, fe-
parates, and fubtilifes all Manner of Coagula-

tions, which may be reckon’d the Source of
moft Fevers.

In fhort, whether the febrile Effervefcence
be kindled in the Blood by Worms, 2 wrong
Ufe of Natural Thing, an ill chofen Diet, or
the Want of Perfpiration, Mercury overcomes
all.  'When it is well kill’d, and its Parts are
- divided as much as poffible; and in this Con-
- dition is convey’d into the Stomach, it is ea-
fily admitted into the lacteal Veins, and con-
vey'd into the Mals of Bleod.

Mr. Leowenboeck bas obferv’d, that the
Blood confifts of globular Particles, as well as
Mercu y : Wherefore 'twere impofiible they
fhould enter into fuch Contaé&t with each
other, zs to be united.

‘The Motion of the Blood, and of the
 Lyn ph that accompanies it, caufes thefe fimall
. Globules to firike one againft another; by

which Shock reiterated, all the Particles both

of
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of the Mercury and the Blood are divided and
{fubdivided to Infinity : *Tis by fucha Manner
of Ating, that the Coagulations of the Blood
are deftroy’d ; that they are render’d the more
fluid, and lefs liable to occafion Obftrutions
in the {maller Veflels. The Globules of Mer-
cury united with the Lymph, being exceed-
ing {mooth, and containing, in Proportion to
their Bulk, a very large (ijantity of Matter,
fooner infinuate themfelves into all Places
where the Velocity of their Motion carries
them; removing all Obftacles in its Courfe,
and difperfing every Thing that is unnaturally
united 5 which by the Motion communicated
to it, is hindred from reuniting, and thus
difcharged through one of the Emunétories,

according to the Inclination of Wature, or
the Difpofition of the Subjeét. '

Thefe Particlesbeing, asI faid before, united
with the Lymph, render it more fluid, pe-
netrating, attive, fweet, and balfamick, and
confequently ‘more fit to increafe the nutri-
tious Juice in the feveral Parts of the Body,
and more proper to repair the Lofles fuftain’d
by the Violence of Difeafes; taking away ac
the fame Time, the fatal Caufes which pro-
duced them.

He¢ If
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If what I have obferv’d of Mercury be
true, 1t mult be acknowledg’d that it has No-
thing in it that is corrofive. If it be capable
at any ‘T'ime of affuming [fuch Qualities, it
muft be when it is divefted of its natural Fi-
gure and Motion.

It muft therefore be the Violence of the
Fire, which altering its Figure, renders it
corrofive 3 which is the Cale when it is in-
corporated with Salt and Vitriol to make
corrofive Sublimate.

If Mercury may be judged of from its Ef-
fells, furely crude Mercury has the beft Title
to be call’d Mercurius dulcis 3 for that which
is prepared with Firc, and goes by that Name,
1s capable of uniting with Acids in the Body.
So that to avoid the Danger of raifing a pain-
ful Salivation, it muft be given but in {mall
Quantities, and that feldom : I have known
the terrible Conlequences of it upon a Lady
of DiftinCtion, who fell a Sacrifice to this
Remedy.

When crude Mercury enters into the Body
by Friftions or Fumigations, it mixes
with the Lymph ; but then it penctrates
alfo into the Veins and Arteries, where

¥



( 159)

it ftrikes againft the arterial Blood, with
a Direction contrary to the Courfe of i,

and acts upon it in the Manner of a Bank,
or Damm. -

If the Blood and Spirits yield to fuch a
Shock, their Motion muft of Neceflity be
much weaken’d, and even {upprefs’d as far
as the Fri¢tion extends; {o that they will in-
evitably ftand ftill, or move backwards: This
Struggle therefore muft produce fuch Symp-
toms asalways attend an impeded Circulation,
which I have {ecen many Inftances of,

If it enters the Pores of the fmall nervous
I'ibres which terminate at the Skin, it will
farther penetrate into the Trunks of the
Nerves, and obftruct the Courfe of the ani-
mal Spirits, and occafion a Pally.

Thefe Effects are not produced by crude
Mercury : ’Tis the Manner of applying it,
which occafions thefe Extravagancies, befides,
many more which I could mention.

The Difference then is plain between crude
Mercury tranimitted through the Pores of the
Skin, and taken by the Mouth ; for in this
Jatter Way it intimately mixes with what it
finds in the Stomach and Chyle; it cmcl:':

t
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the Blood, and follows the natural and volun-
tary Motion ofit, which it rendersmore Buid
and fubtile, by deftroying the Obftacles which
oppofe its Paflage. ~ All this is effected with
the utmoft Gentlenefs and Expedition, with-
out Conftraint, Agitation, or Tumult.

Acid Spirits injefted into the Veins, occa-
fion terrible Symptoms, yet they are f{ervice-
able when taken in by the Mouth.

The Viper, which tranfmits its Poifon in-
to the Blood through a Punéture of the Skin,
and excites fuch fatal Symptoms, is of no ill
Confequence if eaten, but render’d wholfome
by the Ferment of the Stomach.

Some Perfons have endeavour’d to explode
the Ule of crude Mercury, by bringing thofe
Accidents upon the Stage which attend the
Workers in mercurial Mines,

Mr. Lemery is of Opinion, that the Palfy,
which affeéts thefe People, is produced from
the Sulphurs which arife from the Mercury ;
which entering the Pores, do fix in the
Nerves, and obftruét the Paflage of the ani-
mal Spirits.

If his Notion is right, there is then great
Reafon indeed to apprehend bad Confequen-
| ces
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 ces from Fri&ions, and cfpecially Fumigas
tions.

There is no Abfurdity in believing that
thofe Workmen, being continually {urrounded
with the volatile Vapours of Mercury, draw
it in with the Air at their Noftrils; prefently
after which they are elevated ’till they meet
with Oppofition from the internal Convex
Part of the Cranium, whofe Pores they can-
not penetrate, and then fall down again, like
Water in a boiling Por, when ftopp’d by the
Lid. Thele Vapours being at length united,
from fmall Globules, which drop down a-
gain by their own proper Weight toward the
Bafisof the Cranium, and comprefs the Nerves
in their Origine, and thus occafion a Palfy.
The fame Thing happens to Gilders for the
fame Reafon, but more frequently ; for they
make Ulfe of Mercury over a Fire, which
clevates it more eafily, fo that they breathein
the very Subftance of it. ‘

Thus it appears, that thisis not the Effect
of any ill Quality of Mercury, butan Acci-
dent produced by the Compreflion of a diffe~
rent Body.

At the Time that I was Surgeon-Major of
the Hofpitals of Briancon and Oulx, we had
at a favourable Seafon of the Year, many

vene-
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venereal Patients under a Salivation. [
could not obferve that the Boys who were
appointed to attend them, and who con-
ftantly flept with them; ever received the
leaft Inconvenience by breathing in the
mercurial Vapours. -

I had a Captain under my Care at Brizn-
Jon in a Polvalus, whom T prevail'd upon to
fwallow two Pounds of crude Mercury, which
remain’d fix whole Days in his Body, with-
out doing him the leaft Harm: And it is ob-
fervable, that fuch Perfons as have leaden Balls
lying in their Limbs for many Years, and
often for their whole Lives, never feel any
Inconveniencies on that Score.

Bur after all this, it is not an eafy Task to
convince Mankind that crude Mercury is no
ways mifchievous. Many believe it an abfo-
lute Poifon, and even affirm it to be the C aufe
of{Ulcers of the Throat in Salivations; and
if they fpeak fo favourably of it, asnot to fay
that it is corrofive of itfelf, yet will they main-
tain that it becomes fo when bleaded with
the venereal Acids: This Opinion has been
receiv’d and advane’d by very famous Au-
thors.

I think, however, that the contrary may

eafily be fupported by the Help of a little

Reflection, The
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The Ulcers attending the Throat of Per-
fons under Salivations, proceed, according to
the Notion I have of the Matter, from the
Acids contain’d in the pocky Ferment : Mer-
cary diflodges ir, fets it in Motion, and con-
veys it along with the Lymph, till it has
procur’d it fome favourable Iffue, either by
the Mouth, by Stool, Urine, or Perfpira-
t101l. ;

Tt muft be confider’d, that in Salivations,
the acrimonious and corrofive Acids of the
Virns, which are diftributed throughout the
whole Mafs of Fluids ; as likewile thofe
which are congefted in Nodes, Puftules,
Glands, Chancres, or Ulicers, are all convey’d
into the f{alivary Canals, fo that they may be
difcharged at the Mouth. Thefe being thus
reunited, ’tis natural enough that they thould
make Impreflions on fuch delicate Parts as
the Throat and the Mouth, and fhould la~
cerate, cut, and ulcerate them, by the Quan-
tity of thele fharp and corrofive little Bodies,
without the Mercury’s having any Share in
the Matter, more than of giving them Motion
fufficient in order to the obtaining their Dif-
charge.

Mercury, when fent into the Body by
Friction, gives to Part of the Liquors a dif-
ferent
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ferent Turn from what they had before, as T
have already remarked, and a&s from the
Circumference toward the Center, and deter-
mines the Lymph towards the Head and
Throat, which becomes {woln by the large-
ncls of the Quantity pour’d in upon it from
almoft all Parts of the Body ; and it being too
much to be contain’d in the Cavities of the
Veflels, the Orifices of the {alivary Duéts
open and dilate, and o yielda Paffage to this
Abundance of the lymphatick Humour. But
the Mercury having not circulated according
to the natural Courfe of the Lymph, it 1s
impoffible that it thould by any rolling Mo-
tion, break or deftroy the Points of the Acids,
Which therefore occafion very troublefome and
paintul Ulcers, and Lacerations in the Throat
and Mouth.

The only Motion which the Lymph and
Mercury have on this Occafion, is a fimple
Sublimation upwards, fo that fhould the fa-
livary Canals be totally ftopt up, the Pa-

- tient muft be fuffocated. It appears then,

that in fuch a Conjun&ure, the Mercury
and Lymph are as it were in a State of Reft;
that the fubfequent Evacuaticn, and the run-

- ning off of the Lymph and Mercury makes

no Alteration in the Order of their Situation.

. If Mercury deftroys the Points of Acids, it

mult circulate peaceably with them, by a
con-
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continued and reiterared Motion 3 which never
happens when it is received into the Mals of
Blood by Frictions or Furmigations, nor by
any Preparation of Mercury, be it what it
will. When the Crifis after Fritions is de-
termin’d by Stool or Urine, the Mercury
would make terrible havock if join’d with
Acids ;3 Ulcers of the Anus, Bladder, and
Urethra would be the inevitable Confequences
of fuch a Union, which however do never
happen.

If crude Mercury was capable of uniting
with Acids, bad Symptoms would appear at-
ter Fritions, by the Quantity admitted into
the Body. Thofe to whom I have given it
by the Mouth for above fix Months toge-
ther, as in fcrophulous Cafes, where Acids
abound, would, if fuch a Union were poflible,
have undoubtedly been fenfible of fome Hear,
or Excoriation ; which Complaint I never met
with.

Mercury when it is fublimed, muft be in
a State of Reft, fo that the Fire which is un-
der it, may lay hold on irs round Particles
to raife them with itfelf, which is the Cafe
when it is made ufe of by Gilders.

When crude Mercury is taken by the
Mouth, altho’ its Particles are exceedingly
{ubtile
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fubtile and divided, notwithftanding the Pur-
gatives with which it is mixed, it is foon
communicated to the Liquors, and is in per-
petual Motion; for which Reafon it cannot
be fublimed: The Warmth of the Body helps
to animate and increafe jts Motion, and caules
it to penetrate every where; it never quits
the Liquors with which it is mix’d, but in
- getting to the Emunctories.

Men of very great Skill, who have no con-
fummate Knowledge of Mercury, are of Q-
pinion that fome Pounds. of it may be taken
at the Mouth, as in a Polvalus, without any
il Confequence; but that it is very dangerous
given in a lefler Quantity, becaufe that then
it may fublime by the Heat of the Body :
This Opinion has prevailed with a great
Number of Perfons, and yet nothing can be
more falfe.

M. /e Duc, a Phyfician, whom I men-
tion’d before, obferv’d at Smyrna, that moft
of the Women that were defirous of looking
handfome and frefh coloured, did frequently
fwallow two Drams of crude Mercury with-
. out any Mixture.

When fome Pounds of it are taken jnward-
ly, if it meets with no Obftacle in the Fatel
unes, it quickly paffes through, 1.'&1.'aini1::gir the

ame

o i e
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fame Weight it had when it was taken. When
it 1s {wallowed in a {mall Quantity, it remains
a longer time in the Body, and drives into
the Inteftines whatfoever it meets with in the
Stomach, that is greafy, vifcous, and acid :
It aéts in the fame Manner in the Inteftines,
mixes with the Subfltances, and rolls alon

with them, fo that it cannot be fublimed, but
carrics along with it whatever is capable of
rendering the Blood acrimonious, altering the

Ferments of the Stomach, or caufing a bad
Digcftion.

Some Perfons have wrongfully conteived a
Prejudice againt it, ard fay that fome People
were attack’d with fuch and fuch Complaints
upon the Ufe of ir, therefore it is undoubted-
ly dangerous : And fome there are who can-
not even bear the very Name ofit ; and
would imagine themfelves poifoned, fhould
the leaft Quantity of it enter their Bodies.

This Error is received by a Set of prejudi-
ced Perfons, who, though otherwife well
qualified, judge and determine concerningthe
Effeéts of Mercury, without diftinguifhing
in what manner it ought to be ufed ; which

notwithftanding makes a very confiderable
Difference.

If
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If what T have faid before be ferioufly con-
fidered, and what I fhall fay hereafter, it will
appear that Mercury ought to be taken by
the Mouth, juft as Providence has given It
us, or mix’d with gentle Purgatives.

It will alfo appear, that it can at no Time
become corrofive, bur when the A&ion of
Fire deprives it of its Form and Motion 5 for
then it may be link’d and loaded with Acids,
and conftitute a fort of Sublimate by fuch a
Mixture. |

Tho’ crude Mercury is infinitely divifible,
yet 1ts moft fubtile Parts, even in Vapour,
never lofe the Rotundity of their Figure
they cannever, without the Violence of F ire,
become pointed, hooked, or keen s therefore
they can neither lay hold of, or be held by
any thing, as long as they retain their fperi~
cal Figure, and continue polithed and fmooth
and the Heat of the Body is not fufficient to
produce any Alteration on even the moft fine
and fubtile of its Parts.

In the Ebullition and Fermenration which
1t undergoes when it is mixed with Spirit of
Nitre, Ag. fortisyand other Spirits, its Parts are
only divided and render’d imperceptible, their
{pherical Figure is no ways deftroy’d; a Proof
of which is that thefe Spirits are renderd lefs

pungent
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pungent and coirofive by the Mixture ;
which thews that crude Mercury may be with
great Juftice called Mercarius dulcis.

I might fatisfy my felf with relating the
falutary EffeCts which crude Mercury has pro-
duced within my Knoxvlcdlge, without ex-
plaining the Mechanifm of its Aétion, in
which ’tis probable I may but indifferently
fucceed, having no chymical Principles to
affift me ; but what has eccur’d to my Con-
ception from mere Nature. However, I
was of Opinion, that by fhewing in what
Manner it alts in the Body, I might difpel
the Fears that have been raifed of ity fo that
it might no longer be taken for a Poifon, but
for the moft gentle and f(overeign of all Re-
medics. Thus I have ufed my utmoft En-
deavour in the Juftificarion of Mercury ; and
to make it appear, that it is a Friend to Na-
ture, and an Enemy to Dileafes ; that by an
admirable Mechanifm, it diffolves, abforbs,
drives out, deftroys and correéts all vicious
and heterogene Matter; that not only taken
by the Mouth, but worn externally, its efuvia
are capable of fecuring the Body againft ma-
lignant and infectious Air.

All Authors who have writ of the Pefti-
lence, believe its Caufe to be a Coagulation
of the Blood ; if this Opinion be true, what

Remedy
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Remedy can be more proper than crude Me-
cury ?

M. e Begue, in his Treatife upon the
Plague of Mar/eille, fays, that it has its Ori-
ginal from a Multitude of the Eggs of Worms
which infe& the Saliva, the Food, the Chyle,
the nervous Juice, and finally, the f{olid
Parts ; that thefe Eggs are hatched by the
Heat of the Stomach, and then the young.
Worms do greedily devour a good Part of
the Aliments, by which they increale to a
certain Size 3 and then excite the firft Symp-.
toms. of the Peftilence.

Thefe Worms are carried along with the

Chyle, into the Blood, where they hinder
Circulation.

According to this Syftem, nothing can be
more proper to deftroy thefe Worms, than
Mercury. In a Tranflation of 7. Fames Scheu-
chen, he propoles Ethiops Mineralis, a Pre<
paration of Mercury, in the Peftilence: He
fays, that according to the famous M. Boyle,
the Peftilence feldom attacks Perfons who
live in the Neighbourhood of Mercurial
Mines. Upon Confideration that Mercury
1s extremely volatile, and emits more effluvia
than any other Metal, I am of Opinion that
a Body, prepar’d with my Mercury, or fome

other
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thors have fix'd the Caufe of the Small-Pox
to a Heap of the Eggs of Worms hatch’d
in the Body ; that the Puitles are full of thefe
little Worms, which gnaw away the Skin,
and o leave their Marks behind them 3 that
thefe Eruptions are analogous to thofe of the
Peftilence 5 that the perfpired Matter in thole
infe€ted with this Diftemper is four, and fo
is their Breath, which fmells of Worms, and
ic, {trictly fpeaking, only the Seeds of Worms,
which communicates the Difeafe to all Per-
{fons that are near.

This Syftem which carries with it greater
Probability than any other which has been
advanced upon the Subjeft, juftifies the Ufe
of Mercury, as an internal Specific, and as
a Prefervative, when worn on the Surface of
the Body.

A moft illuftrious Sovercign Prince has
~ worn it about him more than fifty Ycars, to
referve him from this Dileafe : He 1s now a-
Eo?c Fourfcore, and never had it.
I always wear Mercury about me: Iam an
old Man, yet never had the Difeale.

Thefe two Diftempers are not only ones
which Worms produce : Many learned Men
believe, that more cutancous Difeafes arife
from Worms, or the Sceds of Worms, 'a‘ﬁ

we
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well as malignant Fevers.  According to Ni-
¢cholas Hartfocker, the Peftilence, venereal Ma-
ladies, and all Manner of epidemical Difealcs
are occafion’d by Worms, which are a cer-
tain Deftru&ion to the Subje&, unles fome
fpecifick Remedy intervenes. Nothing is
then more proper than Mercury, to cure the
Peftilence, Small-Pox, and all Difeafes pro=
duced by Worms, as it deftroys the Putre-
faction which hatches them, and diffolves the
Coagulations which are reckon’d infeparable
from thele Diforders: Languors and Weak-
ncfles are the ordinary Concomitants of epi-
demical Difeafes, which are the more certain
Marks of Coagulation.

Diffolations fometimes accompany thefe
Difeafes, but it is very feldom: And there is
no Difhculty in diltinguithing thefe Caufes
onc from another, by the Symptoms.

Mr. Newton, in a Treatife of the Peftilence
printed at Urrech?, aflerts that Worms are
the Caule of the Peftilence, that they fix in
Cloaths, Linnen, {7c. where they multiply
and live a long Time, that when one wears
fuch Cloaths, or opens fuch Packs, ¢ as
abound with them, they expand a Sort of lit-

tle Wings, and fly into the internal Parts of
the Body,

I This
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or lefs according to theDifpofition of the Sub-
jects 7 Mercury eommunicates it felf to the
Chyle, the Blood, and finally to the Lymph,
with which it affociates, and as I have al-
ready obferv’d, accompaniesit in all Parts of
the Body; and when it is arrived at the
Pores of the Skin, its volatile Parts efcape in
a mercurial Perfpiration, which meeting with
¥he Vapour of that which is worn externally
torms an Atmofphere capable of invironing
the Body, and mundifying and clearing away
whatfocver is vicious, malignant, and epide-
mical in the Air we breathe: Thus is one
Part of the Mercury which is taken at the
Mouth, voided by Stool, another Part cir-
culates with the Lymph, and the other is
carried off by Perfpiration.

The Stomach, aceording to the Opirion
of fome of the Ancients as well as Moderns,
1s the Seat of almoft all Difeafes ; itis likewife
this ©rgan which receives the Remedies de-
figned tor their cure.

When they are conveyed into this Part,
they mufl of neceflity be mixed and blended
with Ferments, which according to their Qua-
lities, will render them either hurtful or
ulelefs,

Bz
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Be itas it wil, this Mixture increafed or dimi-
nifhed, will always alter the Virtue of the Re-
medy, and frequently render its Effeéts bad os
uncertain.

It has not the fame Power over Mercury ;
1t remains unaltered in the Stomach, nothing
is able to reftrain or mix with it ; its fepa-
rated volatile Particles unite with the Blood
alone, changing neither their Form nor Na-
ture. The Heat of the Body is not {ufh-
cient to fublime it; it continues the fame;
and having circulated in the Mafs of Blood,
in order to attack and deftroy the moft dan-
gerous Enemies of it, it retires in the fame
Form it enter’d, excepting that Part of it
which goes off by Perfpiration.

All this is performed infenfibly, without
Tumult, Struggling or Pain. It diffolves
the thick and vilcuous Matter which it meets
with in the Stomach and Inteftines, and de-
{troys by its Percuflion and the Motion of
its Particles, all the indigefted Matters which
are colleCted on the Membranes, and gives
them a Fluidity fit for Secretion: That
which is mixed with the Blood, produces
the fame Effe€t in all Places to which the
Lymph is convey’d ;3 removes all the Obfta-
cles which oppofe the Current of the Li-

quotrs, I 4 By
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incorporated with your Pills, they are diffoly’d
The Mercury then quitting the Ingredients
with which it was mixed, all its divided Particles
reunite and form a Globe, which cannot re-
main long in the Stomach, but pafiing the
Pylorus, enters the Inteftines, and isdifcharged
by the Auus 3 {o that none ot this Mercury

can enter into the Mals of Blood by the
Laéteals.

T agree, reply’d T, that the Pills are foon
diffolv’d by the Humidity of the Stomach,
and the warm Liquor in which they are
{wallow’d. But then it muft be confidered,
that the Mercury is very minutely divided
in the Pills 5 that during the Time of their
Diffolution, the Degree of Heat which is in
the Stomach, is exaltly fufhicient to evapo-
yate the moft volatile Particles of the Mercury :
‘Which quit theSubitances that with-held them,
and infinuate themfelves into the Orifices of the
lacteals Veins, whofe Figure is exactly adapted
20 reccive them; thus are they carried
into-the Blood, and move with it in its Cir-
culation. What makes me ConjeCture this
to be true, is that have I obferyved, that'in
‘Subjeéts where the Stomach is loaded with
a viieous Matter, which linesits internal Mem-
brane, and clofes up the Orifices of thelalteal
Veflels 3 thefe little Globules difingaging
themlelves during the Time of the Diffolu-

' tion,,
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tton, and not being able to enter the Veflels,
do ftrike againft this Matter, divide, fubtilife
and loofen them: By this Concuffion and
the Weight of the Matter which falls te
the Bottom of the Stomach, a gentle Vo-
miting is fometimes excited, much to the Pa-
tient’s Advantage ; but it is feldom mofe
than the firft Dole which produces this Ef-
fect.

Whether it ‘be occafion’d” by this Matter
or not, it Is certain that the {ubtile Particles
of Mercury are foon communicated to the
Mafs of Blood. The fudden Effedts of it
in Tumours, Obftrutions, the Gravel, Gour,
Sciatica, Rheamatifm, {F¢. and all cutanzous
Dilcales are fufficient to convince us of this,

For the more clear Underftanding the Sab-
uility of the volatile Particles of Mercury,
we need only confider the Minutenels of the
Ramifications of the fanguiterous and lympha-
tick. Veflels, into which it infinuates itfelf,
and mixes with thofe Liquors.

An Anatomift thew’d me feveral Mem-
branes, fome of which were as finc as a Spi-
der's Web, whofe Veflels he had injeéted
with fo great Art that I was aftonithed ag

his- Dexterity and Patience : By the Affiftance

of 2 Microfcope an infinite Number of {mall
16 Veflels
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Veflels might be difcerned within the Com-
pafs of four Fiagers breadth, two hundred
of which, if put together, would fcarce ex-
ceed the Magnitude of a Hair.

By this appears the Neceflity of keeping
the Hamours in a fluid State, how eafily Co-
agulations, Impediments, and Obftructions
may be formed.

It will occafion no Suprize that T affert,
that the {ubtile Particles of the Mercury pene-
trate into the fneft Ramifications of the
Vefiels, fince Mercury inclofed in a Quill
feal’d up, will [neverthelefs perfpire and e-
~ feape through the Pores of the Quill, which
are utterly imperceptible. -

The Ayg. Hermetica thows the Subtility of
the volatile Particles of Mercury 5 which al-
though it be boiled ever fo many times in the
Water, and the Water be impregnated with its -
fubtile Particles, yetisits Weight not fenfibly
- diminifhed.

T have heard, though never made the Ex-
perimenr, that if a Perfon keeps the End of
his Finger on crude Mercury a good while
together, holding in his Mouth, at the fame
time a Piece of Gold ; the Gold fhall there-
by alter its Colour, without any perceptible
Diminution of the Mercury. Thele
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~ ‘This fimple Vapour has neither Subftance
nor Force fufficient to check the Courfe of
the Blood : It is a kind of fubtile Fume,
which gives Way without Refiftance, which
penetrates the Liquor without ftruggle,. and
follows their natural Motion, and which fi-
nally can never produce any noxious Effet.

On the contrary, when it is applied exter-
nally in Unguents or Plaifters, it is admitted
through the Pores in Subftance ; and is then
capable of oppofing the natural Courfe of the
Fluids, as far as it extends ; which in fome
Subjecls frequently excites a Sublimation.and a
real Salivation..

It may be faid, that the Elevation of the
volatile Particles of Mercury: from the Sto-
mach, is a Sublimation ; and yet I have faid

- that it cannot be fublimed in the Body,
. when taken at the Mouth: Here feems to
be a Contradiction, -

_ The Obfervations which I have made on
. Mercury, when taken ar the Mouth, could
. never perfuade me, that it could be fo far
. fublimed as to rife up to the Head, which I
' call a real Sublimation : except in a few
very particular Cafes 5 for Example, that of
- MC. Reffent. ' ' I
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Some praife, and others.condemnit : One
is for giving it crude, another looks upon it
as a Poifon unprepared. It has been dif-
guiled under various Forms, yet when you
depriveit of its Figure and Motion, you rob it
of 1ts Force and Virtue.

When taken at the Mouth, in the Man-
ner I give it, the Impurities of the Body are
difcharged the fame Way with the Excre-
ments.

The Inteftines, to anfwer thele Ends with-
out Pain, are lined with a Mucilage which
defends them from being ftimulated by the
acid, bilious, and corrofive Matter, which
pafles through them in order to bedifcharged.
And for this Reafon it 15, that the venereal
Firus, evacuated this Way, produces no mifs
chievous Conlequences.

I {hall doubtlefs be told, that Part of the
mercurial Vapour which I {uppofe to inviron
the Body, mixing with the Air we breathe,
muft of neceflity, be infpired into the Lungs.

This is indifputably certain and inevitable 3
but it will there perform the Part of a Re-
medy, and a Prelervative againf{t Corruption;
will render the Refpiration ealy, by diviiing

WAL=
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Motion: W hether I have jultly determined its
Manner of acting or not, itis full Satisfaction to
me,- that I have been able to convince the

avowed Enemies of Mercury, of its Goodnels,
Ule and Virtues. - ;

If my Notions are wrong, I am only to
be blamed, for I have borrowed none of them
trom any Author : If Mercury has been
treated on 1n the fame Manner 1 have done,
that Book never came to my Knowledge.
Experience bas been my Mafter, my Direc-
tor, and my Guide, as well in this, as in
all that I have at any time communicated to
‘the Publick.

I am apt to believe that no Perfon before
me, ever made ufe of it for fo long a time,
and on fo many different Occafions 3 and I
cannot but think, that if {uch a Thing as an
univerfal Medicine be at all to be obtained,
it muft be from Mercury.

The Difference of Climates, of Seafons, of
Temperaments, of Ages, of Sexes, of Dil-
eales internal or external, varies net the Ef-
ficacy of this Remedy : It fooner or later
produces fuch Confequences as are ever {alu-
tary. This feems fomewhat to favour the
Opinion of thofe who believe that all Difeafes

accident to Mankind, are produced from one
Caule:
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that in fourtcen or fifteen Days remdered
the Lymph fo thick and fizy, that the tar-
tarous Parts of the Blood, being of a fandy
Narture, were fo concreted and united there-
by, as to form little Stones which I believed
would prove fatal to me. I was perfectly
cured of this Complaint by crude Mercury,
all other Remedies proving ineffectual.

This Sketch of a Theory, which Mercu-
1y gave me occafion to offer, (its volatile
Particles having clevated me quite above my
Sphere) gives me a Sufpicion, that befides
the univerfal Ferment, there is another parti-
cular Ferment produced from Combination
of feveral Seeds fermented together, which
have given Rife to a vicious and contagious
Venom, whofe Impreffions are communicated
from Generation to Generation,

The Ancients had not the lealt Notion of
fuch a Ferment. Tt efcaped the Sagacity even of
the great Hippocrates 5 though the Leproly,
{o common in his Days, was produced by
1t, being according wo feveral Authors, no
other than an inveterate Pox,

As the Seed was firft infeCted with this
Virusy, fome are of Opinion that it can never
be cntirely deftroyed, but thut it will defcen
to Pofteiity for eyee ; that it multiplies more

or
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or lefs according to the Difpofition of Sub-
jects 3 thatit is capable of being communica-
ted a thoufand Ways, without the Violation
of Chaftity : Thatit is difficult to meet with a
Family which havenotderived from their An-
ceftors fome Sparks of this Evil, which is
grown very common fince Mothers have left
off fuckling their own Children ; that this
Leaven lies difguifed under various Forms,
and frequently puzzles the Phyfician in his
Judgment and Prognofticks, thatit may {pare
the Father and affli& the Son ; that it may
affet the Glands, and continue there a long
Time in Repofe ; that certain Difpofitions
may put it in Motion, fothatit {hall re-enter
the circulating Fluids, and produce Gouts
in the Joints, Rheumatifms in the mufcular
Parts, Gravel in the Kidneys, Scropbula’s in
the Glands, Cancers in the Brealt, Obftruc-
tions in the Fifera, Scutfs, Itch, Ulcers,
Leprofies, {J¢c. moft of which Difeales are
the real Pofterity of the Pox.

InfuchaConjunéture, a judicious Phyfician
- 1s athamed to propofe to his Patient the ufe
of a Remedy which 1mplies fo ignominious a
Difeafe, when he is well affured that it can-
not be the Fruit of his own Debauches:
The very mention of Mercury, will carry
a Horror along with it: And thusis he de-

prived
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Blood,and from vifcuousHumours ftagnating in
the Brain, the Mercury reftoring the Blood to
its native Fluidity, and deftroying the Vii-
cofities, a free Circulation of the Liquors and
Spirits muft enfue. A Cararact 1s caufed by
a foreign Matter coagulated by Degrees be-
tween the chryftalline Humour, and the Uvea,
or by a Thicknefs of the Fluids in the Chry-

ftalline, clofing up at laft the Aperture of the
Pupil.

There is no doubt but this Diffolvent
would diffipate {fuch a Coagulation, if it
were timely applied.

A Gutta [evena is an Obftruttion in the
Optick Nerve, caufed by a Subflance of the
fame Nature ; the fame Remedy would in
probably fucceed.

1n thort, all Parts of the Body, in health-
ful Perfons, without Exception, arc cqually
penetrated by Mercury : In them it alts the
Part of a Friend and Benefaftor : and to dif-
eafed Perfons, it is a Reftorer and a Cor-
reCtor of the Caufes of their Complaints.

What renders it extremely agreeable, 1s,
that during its Ufe, the Patient enjoys a per-
feét Tranquility 5 it aéts without occafioning
any Conflict or Difguft. i

18
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This fhould make it feem probable, that
it is pleafing and delightful to Nature; fince
by its Means fhe is relieved, without fuffer-
ing any Alteration or Diforder in her ufual

Funcétions.

There can be no greater Proof than this;
that Nature is an Enemy to Violence ; of
which I have endeavoured to convince all
young Surgeons. in my former Treatife of
the Cure of Wounds. All thele Conclufions
and {urprifing Operations are wroughr, with-
out Violence and without Noife ; the fub--
dues every Thing gently 5 fhe nourifhes all
Things, produces all Things, preferves all
Things, increales all Things, without fub-

je€ting her Acltions to our View. The pru-

dent Phyfician fhould be directed by her, and
intitate her in the Cure of Difeales,

I have feen fuch a Method of Pra&ice-
purfued, by the learned and judicious M. Cj-
cogniniy Counfellor and firft Phyfician to het.

- Royal Highuoels, I am obliged to his Merit
- and to Truth, for this authentick Declaration,

having been an Eye-Witnels to his Praétice.
with feveral Patients, whom he cured with-.
out any Medicines, by oblerving the Motions

of Nature as fhe atted of herfelf, when the

K2 was'



(196 )
was fo inclined or able; and lending her his
Affiftance when fhe ftood in need of it.

This Treatife, 1 am fenfible, will feem te-
dious : My Subjeét has carried me beyond
what I intended; T think however that there
is nothing in it from which fome Advan-
tage may not be drawn. I have fallen into
Repetitions through the Weaknefs of my Ca-
pacity ;3 endeavouring to fupport a Faét which
I believed to be entirely new, without any
manner of Affiftance from other Languages.

I was fenfible enough that I fhould mect
with Oppofition, either from Enyy or Pre-
judice, there being Perfons enough 1n the
. World who are {worn Enemies to Novyel-
ties, and who to fave themfelves the Fatigue
of thinking, are refolved to tread in the Paths
of Antiquity right or wrong, and to condemn
without Appeal, every Thing that is not of
that Stamp.

" How, fay they, canan illiterate Practition-
er, have the Aflurance to patronize a Re-
medy which the moft famous Authors have
rejeted ? Fernelius rejeébed it becaufe he knew
nothing of it : What precipitate Rafhnefs
was this! - |

Well, fay they, Phyfick and Surgery
have feveral Centuries been in Pofleflion of
a



























