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limited defcription is imperfeét and
obfcure. The commencement and
progrefs is materially different in
Dr. Hillary’s account, which is
publifhed in his book on the difeafes
of Barbadoes, in the year, 1766.
By comparing thefe accounts, it is
either to be fuppofed that the dif-
eafe has entirely altered its -nature
and appearance; or that the account
of Dr. Town is exceedingly fuper-
ficial, deficient, and 1inaccurate.
The latter is prefumed, as Dr.
Hillary looks upon the difeafe he
defcribes to be the fame. Befides,
both mention the fame effet of am-
putation, as unfuccefsful; the dif-
eafe returns and fixes upon fome
other part,
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- I was not difappointed in the ex-
pectations I had formed of this gen-
tleman’s candour; for he returned
me an anf{wer to the queftion 1n the
fucceeding month of May. He af-
fured me at the fame time, that in
giving an explanation of what he
knew of the difeafe in compliance
with my requeft, he was infenfibly
led into an extenfive field of purfuit
which he foon determined to pro-
fecute, and give the refult to the
world. This refctution gave me
oreat fatisfaCtion, efpecially as I
confidered myfelf the inftrument of
forming it. With pleafure I drop-
ped the purfuit to one, who from
his fituation, his characer, and his
practice rendered him more ade-
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inferences are to be drawn from
them, on purpofe that every pol-
fibility of objection may be remov-
ed. The remarks I am to offer on
the fubject, arife from an infpection
of Dr. Hendy’s {entiments and
cafes; and they contain the obfer-
vations communicated to him after
the perufal of his manufcript.

The object of thefe remarks
will be attained, if they have the
effect of clearing the way, and fti-
mulating to further enquiries, by
which a more juft and fatisfaltory
account of the nature, and I appre-
hend of the treatment of the difeafe,
may be afcertained.

I think it proper to obferve, that
my refidence being far diftant from
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even thofe of the toes, in which
there was an ulcer, were all clean
and found.”

¢ From whence it appears, that
the morbid matter of this difeafe
was folely depofited in the cellule
of the membrana adipofa, and was
not extended or carried into the
cellula of that membrane which
are expanded between ‘the mulcles
and their conftituent fibres, but
was depofited in the external cel-
lulz of that membrana which con-
tain the fat, after each paroxyfm of
this peculiar fever; and that the
caufe of this monftrous leg, which
gives the name to this difeafe, is
the morbid matter of a fever which

is gradually depofited on the leg by
an
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“ As this difeafe is folely pro-
duced by the fever above defcribed,
taking that fever off, muft confe-
quently prevent the production of
it, if it be taken before the humours

are fixed in the leg.”
¢ Though the morbid matter
does moft commonly fall upon the
inguinal glands, and fo into the
one leg or the other; I have {fome-
times known it fall upon the arm,
each time it came, and in more than
one patient; and I once faw a pa-
tient where this morbid matter was
caft upon the Scalp, the Ears, and
the back parts of the neck; and
another wherein the matter was caft
upon the lower part of the Spina-
dorfi, the Oscoccygis, and thelower
part











































































































































(885 5]
terized paroxy{m of fever(#). The
fever which is excited, is exceed-
ingly apt to run into the Epidemic,
if there fhould be any prevailing (o).
The fever, though it be moft com-
monly fimple, and does not laftlong,
yet it fometimes terminates in a
Remittent, or even a continued

putrid fever (p). May it not be
{aid, that this compliant is a local

inflammation in the lymphatic
fyftem, often connected with a
{ymptomatic ephemera; that it is
exceedingly irregular in its returns,
as it depends on expofure to frefh
occafional caufes; and that this
fever is very apt to take the type of

the

{») Page 10, (¢) Page 68, (p) Page 68.
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may vary in its degree, but this will
depend on the Phlogiftic diathefis
prevailing in the {yftem, and on the
ftate of the local inflammation, and
not on exterior and contingent in-
fluences. It never afflumes the form
of a perfect paroxylm of fever, of a
Remittent or continued fever, with
fymptoms of general putrefcency.

I think myf{elf now at liberty to fet
afide Dr. Hendy’s definition of this
difeafe, as being a local inflamma-
tion feated in the lymphatic fyftem,
that often produces a {fymptomatic
tever. And for the fame reafons
which have given me this liberty,
it is imagined the offer of the fol-
lowing definition will be juftified.
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E 3377
inflammation. In the left groin
and thigh, he has never felt any af-
fection.

Intheyears 1764, 1765,and 1766,
he lived on a good diet and pretty
freely, and occafionally indulged
in late hours. Thefe are the only
caufes he can affign for the produc-
tion of the complaint.

In the time of the feverifh attack,
emetics and laxatives were the
medicines principally ufed ; and for
the fwelling in the abfence of fever,
he has fucceffively diminithed it by
evacuation and preflure. In the
years 1470, 1771, and 1772, he was
in England, and by a courfe of me-
dicines confifting of bark and fteel,
laxatives, and the ufe of the waters

at












( 141 )
creafed the fwelling of his legs, and
it never went off. Some time after
it was further increafed by an at-
tack of fever differing from the
former, in being accompanied with
local affection.

He was feized with coldnefs and
thivering, and when thefe went off
and he felt exceedingly hot, he per-
ceived a fwelling refembling a kernel
in the right groin, which was hard
and painful with a tightnefs in the
thigh ; the fwelling of the leg of
the fame fide encreafed with inflam-
mation. Thefe were accompanied
by a painful enlargement of the
tefticle of the fame fide and a diften-
fion of the fcrotum. This fwelling
has partly continued.
| For
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The tefticle and epididymis are
much enlarged, and the fcrotum is
apparently thickened; there does
not appear to be much if any accu-
mulation of fluid.

The ancle of the right leg mea-
fures round fifteen inches, of the left
fourteen; at the thick or calf of the
right leg twenty inches, of the left
feventeen and three fourths; round
the ham of the right fixteen and a
half, of the left fourteen and a half;
above the knee of the right feventeen,
and of the left fifteen inches. It may
be perceived that the fwelling of the
right leg extends a little above the
knee, the joint however is as fupple
and feemingly free of difeafe, as the
other where the {welling is confined
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