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pour doth arife to Man, for whom they

‘were created.  And fince the knowing

their Nature, doth very much conduce to .
the improving there Labours 3 and finding
that moft of the Authors now extant,
that have given the World an account of
their Notions and Speculations about - the
Bees, have taken many things upon Truft,
and handed them down to Pofterity for
Certaintics, either having no Experience .
at all, or elfe, through the multiplicity °
of Avocations, 'have not been very cu-

. yious in their Obfervations ; or have been

too fhort, (as fome) or too voluminous
(as others) for the Vulgar to apprehend,
they being ftill at a great Lofs how to

~ anage thefe their induftrious Servants
1o the beft advantage, for their Profit as

well as Pleafure ; the fupplying of which
Defe®, is the Defign -of this Book. I
have tryed for- many -Years, the mani-
fold ways of keeping of Bees ; and am
at laft prevailed upon, by the Importu-
nities of many, to give the World an
sccount of what Knowledge I have, by
infallible Experience gained, that I may

not only dire¢ my Countrymen how to
 manage them, bat free them from many

Miftakes. about them. ., :
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tional Argument to prove it, or any one
Experiment by which he was let into
the Secret. But to put the matter into
a clear light, let any Gentléman (whofe
Curiofity leads him to know the Truth)
but gently cut up with a Launcet, or
very fharp Penknife, the Belly, or hinder
part of the Drone-bee, there he thall find
in the fame manner as in Birds, a large
pair of Tefticles,as big as great Pins Heads,
Milk- white, - joined together upward by
the Spermatick Veflel, and hanging divi-
ded downwards in the very fhape of the
Stones of a Lamb : The Penis or Inftru-
ment of Generation, indeed is much more
ftrange, and will feem incredible to the
Reader, till he hath try’d the Experi-
ment 3 it grows near the end of the Tail,
and fometimes only gently prefling one of
thefe large Bees whilft alive, will make
it flart out 5 the f{trangenefs of its Form
and Magnitude at firft did not 2 little fur-
prize me. It is of a reddith white, and in
fhape much refembling the Head of a Bul-
lock with its Horns. This firange diffe-
rence from the common Bee, doth make
fome of opinion, that they are of a diffe-
rent Specics of Bees, and (as Roufden)
bred m a different manner, when indeed

| | o
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their Heat. now being no - longer fiecefla-
ry within Doors ; then you fhall fea
the Male-bees very thick about the Mouth
of the Hive, flying to and fro five or {ix
Jarge Circuits, to recreate and empty thems-
felves, then returning again to their be-
loved Nedtar, where they are for 2 time
kindly received by their imperious Dames,
elpecially in the Months of May and

une, that being the chief time of their
Breeding 5 and here by the way, let
me caution thofe who are fo happy as
to keep thefe induftrious Servants, againft
an unhappy Miftake which they are apt
to fall into, of killing the Male-bee or
Drone as foon as they fee them, 131}' which
they hinder their Breed, ( the Male-bees
- being but few in number at firft) to the
great Damage, if not utter Deftrucion of
the Hive of Bees ; for they had better
kil fix working Bees, than one of thefe
great Bees in May, or the beginning of
Fune 5 unlefs you can fuppofe, that a
Shepherd having Ten Rams amongft a
Thoufand Ewes, fhould be fo void of
Senfe, as to imagine that the beft way
to increafe his Flock, would be to Kil
half a dozen of his Rams, that they may
not eat -up the Paftufe from. the EWﬂf; |
| | R |-
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ty, fall to breeding the fooner 5. in thig
- cafe the two chief breeding Months, may
be April and May : {o in a moderate warm
{howery Spring, tho’ not fo warm as was
laft {poken of, the chief of their Breed-
ing will be from a Fortnight in April,
to a Fortnight in Fune 5 {o contrariwife
in a very backward Spring, the Flowers
blow late, and fo the Bees are late be-
fore they are invigorated for Breeding,
and then Fume and Fuly willbe the two
thief Months for their Breeding j and if
1t be an extreme cold Spring, the more
backward will the Bees be in their Breed- -
ing. But it happens beft for the Bees,
and moft prgfitable for the Bee Mafter,
when the Spring is neither very early
nor very backward, having formerly, to
~ my coft, had experience of both thefe
 Extremes, o

My Reafons, grounded on Experience,
are thefe. In avery early Spring, when
February and March have been very warm,

~ the Bees having (as above) received Vi-
. gour from the early Flowers, begin to

‘breed early ; f{o that in April the Hive
is full of Bees and ready to {warm, nay
fometimes have {warmed tho’ very rarely ;
and all this is no damage, but very hap-
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for the Bees fhethen kill’d, were all young
Bees : And if the old Woman would have
had Patience, and let them live, the would
have been very well rewarded for her
Virtue 5 for the fame Hive {he hath now
deftroy’d, would have done her as much
. Service every Year, as inthe Year paft,

by encreafing the Bee-garden with greater
numbers of Stocks, as well as greater
quantities of Honey. |
- But well knowing that my bare Affir-
mation will no more pafs upon my Rea-
der, than any other Authors would upon
me, I fhall give him fuch demonftrative
Arguments, as I doubt not but will be
convincing, in order to remove this fatal
and fundamental Error. 1. The Bees
fend forth, when they f{warm, mixed
Numbers, not all old ones; for then muft

the Swarm be fhort lived indeed, for they .
could not live to the next Winter, much.

lefs to the next Spring ; for all the old
ones dying in the latter Months of the
Suumer, there muft be an end of the

Swarm ; for having none left but their

Young, bred fince they fwarmed, they
muft be a Prey to Robbers in Awtumn,
or the firft Froft in the Winter. o, Nei-

ther are they all young Bees, for then
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the old Stock ‘would not be -in a better

Cafe 5 for there being none left but old

- Bees, and thofe they bred after the Swarn
is gone forth, the old ones’ going off Ao

~ faft the latterend of the Summer, would
~ Jeave the Hive too much unguarded a-

gainft the Affaults of Robbers, or Cold ;
but going forth mixed both aze prefer-
ved, and great Conveniences arife to them
all ‘manner of ways, as firft, in the Stal-
ler are left old fufficient Warriors to train

- up and well difciphine ' the young dma-

zons, as foon as they become capable of
being taught the Art of War, as well as
Work, both being neceflary to the beingy
and well-being of the Bees. Secondly,
The Swarm hath alfo a f{ufficient Num-
ber of old ones amongft /them, to teach
and animate by their Example and Dili-
ﬁen'ce, how to lay, not only the Foun-

ation of their new moft curious Buildings,

but how to defend the fame againft all
Oppofers, and then by their Death leave

- the yoang Pofleflors of all, for generally

¥
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all the old Bees are Dead before the
middle of September, but moft of them
before the end ef Auguft.

" Obj. But how do you know the old
ofies from the young ? |
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~ Anf. By thefe Signs following. The
‘old ones in Fuly, and fome of them in
Fune, their Bodies begin to wither, their
‘Wings, with continual Labour, grow rag-
ged, and fomewhat greyifh, foon after
which they’ die, fome of them in the
Hive, having their Funeral Rites per-
form’d by their Dutiful Children, as hath
been before obferv’d. - But many more'die
abroad in their beloved Calling, following
their Work, till their Wings are at laft
worn out, that they will no longer bear
the: Weight of their Bodies, efpecially
when laden ‘with Honey ; for many of
them when they have been abroad to
gather Honey ; will recover home into
the' Bee.garden, and their pitching a while
~ to reft themfelves before they go into
their Hive to unload, they can never rife
more, which is the reafon, that about
Fuly and Auguff, we have fo many of
them about the Garden ; many of which
I have taken up, in order to hold them
in my Hand long enough to warm them
fufficiently to fly home, but they flying
a Yard or two, fall down again ; whereas
when I have taken up any cf the young
Bees, and thus held them in my Hand to

recover them from theirChillnefs they have
| recel-
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received from ftaying too long to reft them-:
felves on the Ground, they, as foon as
~ever they are warm, ﬂy home with all
the Agility and Vigor imaginable.

" 'But to put'the matter beyond all Con-
troverfy, let any body put it to a Tryal,
as 1 have feveral times, by the follow-
ing Experiment, AW
“"Put a Swarm of Bees of a Peck, in
May, into a Hive of Glafs that will hold
half‘a Bufhel, and they will if it be good
 'Weather fill it with- Combs down to the
- Stoel, in lefs than a Month, ‘which will
alfo be well ftored with Honey, and fome
- of the Combs employed from the firft
in breeding ; fo ‘that with the Combs
and Bees, the Hive will be exceeding full,
~ that ‘there is not room enough to-con-
tain them all in ‘the Hive 5 nay fome-
times they will atually {warm, tho it
is beft to prevent it if poffible. I fay,
this Hive thus full in %une, above and
. below, within and without the Combs,
fo that the Hive cannot contain any more,
nay, thereis not room for:all the Fami-
- ly within Doors, but fome muft hang
- at the Mouth of the Hive, yet this very
. Hive of Bees thus defcribed, without any
. Swarming, or other vifible way of dimi-
o) D 3 nithing
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nifhing them, you (hall by the latter end
of Auguft fee room enough in the Glafs-
live to contain above twice the Number
as then remain : Now if any Man can
sie me any other rational Account of
this large Vacuity in the Glafs-hive, than
the gradual Dying of the old Bees that
went out with the Swarm, I fhall be of
his Opinion, otherwife, I fhall look upon
this one Experiment next to a Demon-
firation, that . the Hive daily growing
thinner and thinner of Bees in Au-
/2 and September, is occafion’d mainly
‘f;y--rhe gradual Dying of the old Bees
that were in the Swarm.,

- 'Obj. But perhaps you will fay, ymi;- tell
us the Bees have many Enemies that de-

ftroy them, which perhaps may be the
occafion of this vaflt Emptinefs in the
Hive. ' ' |

Anf. "Tis true, they have'many Ene- |

mies; and as true, by thefe are many of
them deftroy’d 5 but not to fuch a Num-
ber as to loofe half, for Bees have almoit
as many Enemies in May and Fune, as in
the latter, Months, which kill many of
them; yet notwithftanding that the Bees,
by reafon of their continual Breeding, do
miore than fupply that Defect, and fill

‘ 4 4l SR their
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their Hive il fuller and fuller 5 butit
is not fo in the latter Months, for as the
~old ones then die away by degrees, there
~is fHll more room, and more to be' {een
“in the Glafs-hive, and the only reafon
of this great Vacuity is, becaufe all the
old Bees which did occupy that Room arz
dead. 1 will not contend for a Month or
two in their Age, and that is the moft
I can allow them ; for tho’ Iaccount them
Annuals, and am fure that it is generally
the Term of their Life, yet I have been
- fometimes apt to think, that fome of them
that were bred in the beft Months, as May,
or Fume, mightcontinue 13 or 14 Months 3
but this I give only as a flight Opinion,
.(rather to let the Reader be fatisfied, that
Ido not mean when I call them Annuals,
~that T do not defign he fhould under-
ftand me that there is a Neceflity for
- every Bee to die exadtly that day Twelve-
~month that he came an Egg from his
Parent,) than any thing elfe about their
Age, which i1s plain that they die every
Year, and the Bee-ftock, tho’ it be of
many Years ftanding, yet are all the Bets -

every Year young ; fo that the Cafeis ©

~ very plain, that you need not take or de-
- ftroy your Bees, with the Old Wonnn
' D 4 - as
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as above, ‘for fear they fhould be old, -
" and not able to work.” Since the Bees
~ are all young ones before the time  of
taking them comes, all the old omes ha-
ving efcaped their mercilefs Cruelty, by
a natural Death, before that time. I
~thould not infift fo. much on this parti-
cular, which to the Reader may feem
an indifferent® Matter whether he believes
it or no, did not I know from difcourfing
with thofe that keep Bees in this Coun-
try, as well as others, that this Opinion
doth fo far prevail, that for rhis reafon
Aittle Improvement is made of them, They
are led into this Miftake chiefly, by fee-
ing that if they do let a good Stock alone,
- which they feldom: do, they will live fe-
~veral Years ; thinking becaufe they  are
in the fame Hive, that they are flill the
fame Bees, and that all that they have
bred in thofe Years, aregone off in Swarm-
ing. But this is their grand Miftake ;
they only live many Years by Succeflion,
the Room of the old ones dying, being
~always {fupply’d with young, T do believe
that a good Stock, barring Accidents,
with Care may live Dby Succeflion near
Twenty Years ; but nonc that ] ever heard
or read of,, were fo fottifhly ignorant, as
L

; ;
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to believe that Bees could live that Age,
any otherwife than by Succeflion, no more
‘than when we fay fuch or fuch an Ho-
* mourable Family hath liv'd in this or that
- Antient Seat Four or Five Hundred Years,
‘we do not mean the very Perfons that are
now to be found there, are Four or Five
Hundred Years old ; no, we mean that
the Family hath liv’d there, and enjoy’d
that Eftate fo long a Term of Years by
Succeflion 3 the Father often by Death,
- making way for the Son to inherit the
Eftate in that time, Thus the Bees may
live many Years in the fame Hive, and
profper well, and every - Year increafe the
%Tumber of Stocks by good Swarms, not=
‘withftanding the Old Woman’s fatal Suf-

picion to the contrary, -

GO A D 23V
of the Bg'.é.r Enemfe._r, and their Remedies.

Ere give me leave to tell you the
Bee 1s a very peaceable greaturc,
Jwing in great Quiet, and by her unwea-
~ried Labours, taking thie neceffary Care
- of her own Houfe, and will not affault

either
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either Man or Beaft any-where elfe at
home ; and then too it is in Defence’ of
their beloved Queen, their Young, and
their common Treafure, which muft fub-
fitt them all : Nay, founapt is the to
~ufe ‘her Spear, (on any other account

but her Loyal and Maternal Affe&ion,)
- that you cannot force one of them, when
in the Field gathering Honey, to fting
you,  fhe will take all private Affronts,
you fay beat her from Flower to Flower,
do' what you can td moleft and hinder
her in her Work, fhe'will take all, with-
out in the leaft attempting to revenge her
own Quarrel, isin all things patient, un-
lefs you difturb or come within the limi-
ted - Bounds of the Palace, and Perfon of
her Royal Miftrefs, then indeed fhe will
exert her utmoft Courage, and to the Ha-
zard of her Life, nay, often to the Lofs
of it ; make you, to your Smart, know
- your Error: Yet have they many Enemies,

fome for one reafon, fome for another,
which prove very deftructive to thefe our
faithful Servants, And here I fhall treat
of the chief that I have obferved of them,
with DireGtions for the Prefervation of ;

the Bees againft them. e T
Eof, |
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Firft, The firft I {hall take notice of,
is the Moulfe ; this isa pernicious Enemy
and many Hundreds, I know not but i
may fay Thoufands of Hives are by this
Creature deftroy’d every Year in England. -
~ They are fafe all the Summer when the
Bees are in Vigor, from thefe kind of
Vermin, but in Autumn, when the Hives
grow more empty, by the Death of the
old Bees, and alfo growing more torpid -
and dull, as cold Weather comes on, then
the Moufe will venture in at the Mouth of
the Hive, and firft they will gnaw the
Towermoft part of the Comb, where there
is but here and there a little Honey, but
growing more bold as the Weather grows
cold, and the Bees more {till, they afcend
up into the Hive, and feize on thofe Combs.
which are next to the fides of the Hive,
where commonly the richeft Treafure lies,
they eat Holes thro’ them, and fo come
and go thro’ them at their pleafure, or
when prefs'd by any Neceflity to the Da-
mage, as well as Difturbance of the Bees ;
{o that the firft warm Day that comes,
~that the Bees flir: about the Hive, and
_ examine all Quarters, they find their Ho- |
‘ney partly eat, and their Combs broken,
‘and partly fet a running; the Smell of

. which
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which expofes them to new Enemjes,
I mean the Bees of other Stocks fmelling -
the frelh Honey, which come in like
Thieves, when a Neighbor’s Houfe is on
Fire, not to help the Diftrefled, but to
plunder them of their’ remaining Goods,
and tho’ the Stock were able well enough
to defend themfelves againft thefe 'fecond
fort of Enemies, yer conceiving a Di-
ftafte againft their Hive, by reafon of the
deteltable Smell of the Mice, they take a -
warm Day and fly all away together, tho’
they had as good have ftaid at home,
for according to our vulgar Proverb, they
Yeap out' of the Frying-pan into the Fire'
- Jet them go where they will, they muft

all perith ; for if they go toa KDHDW
Tree, or an empty Hive, ’tis ‘2 wrong
time of the Year to begin Houfe-keeping.
I have known thro’ fuch a Diftafte and
Difturbance, the Bees have gone all away,
and left fome Quarts of Honey behind
them. iy
- Sometimes the Moufe ‘ will take ano-
ther Method, and fhelter himfelf betwixt
the Hackle and the Hive, and there will
make his Neft, and at length eat 2 Hole
thro’ the Crown of the Straw Hive, anfd -

ot ek v
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fo break bulk with his Teeth that way
to the Honey. | |
~ Now thofe that keep Bees in Houfes,
cannot be hurt this way by the Moufe, be-
caufe there is no Stay for him to make
his Neft upon the Crown of a naked
Hive, but in the former way, thofe in
Houfes are as much expofed, if not more,
to the Moufe, as thofe on fingle Stools.
I had almoft forgot a former Experiment,
which I think 1s Ten or Twelve Years
ago, which I think is fit to come in here:
eing at the Houfe of my Friend Mr. Bowyer
of Celfdon, (about Two Miles diftant from
Croydon, witere I'live)) and talking about
his Bees, I went out to {fee what Condition
they were in, where I found a Hive which
they fuppofed had been a good Stock of
Bees, but lifting it a little, I found it ve-
1y light, then turning it quite up, .1
found it full of Combs, but no Bees 3 and
the Enemy that had driven the poor Bees
away, had taken Pofleflion of their Caltle
for his own; the Moufe being fomewhat
affrighted at my rough handling of the
Hive, did leap two or three times about
‘the Hive, but inftead of bolting out againft
me, retired back to the Crown of the Hive
for his own Safety, and being a profefs’d.
T g Enemy

..i' :
i
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Enemy to all Creatures of what kind fo-
ever that are Enemies to the Bees, T
calied fome of the Family to my Affi-
ftance, [ knock’d him out on one of the
‘Grafs Plats in the Garden, and there we
deftroy’d the Deftroyer 3 indeed I was the
more careful in that Execution, left he
that had already tafted of thofe forbidden
~ Sweets, (as it often happens with Crea-

tures of a higher Dignity,) flulhd with
Succefs thould break into other Hives, and
in time might have endangered all the
Stocks in the Garden.

The Rm}eq’y. R

- ~Stools, (which is the way generally
i Hampfbire, and other parts of the Weft
of Fngland) and fo confequently muft

have Hackles over them. |
1. Have no Swarms in Hives that are
very old ; for the Mice cannot fo eafily
make their way, if at all, through the
Crown of 2 new Hive, as they can where
the Straw of the Hive, through Age, 1s
almoft rotten. CegEa
2. Puta good large Flint Stone on the
top of your Hive, betwixt the Had:]l;
Sas and

+y

‘f 65 to thofe that keep Bees on fingle
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and the Hive ; which, by its' Coldnefs
and Unfitnefs for that purpofe, will hin-.
ﬁr the | Moufe from making his Neft
there : But however the good Bee Miftrefs

~ought to examine the Cafe of every Hive,
by taking off the Hackte, at leaft once in

cvery Month , lelt (efpecially in the
Months. of March and 4pril) the Moufe
break in upon you, and deftroy the Brood
or young Bees, and the Sandarach, or®
Bee-bread, both which they are extreme-
ly greedy of as their Food, if not more
than of Honey. I have had more than

- one Experiment of this matter, wherethe

young Brood hath been eatenby the Mice,
and the Honey left. - But where there is
one Hive deftroyed by breaking it open
at the Crown, I believe there are an hun-
dred by their entring in at the Mouth,
of the Hive ; and fo the good Woman
is difappointed when the Spring comes :
She is fure fhe left none but what were
heavy and in good condition, and able

to ftand over the Year, as their Phrafe is

but in this Hive and that, there is neithex
Honey nor Bees, but enly empty Combs,
and can no way account for the Lofs of

%tbem But if you would take notice when

“you take up.
oL |

By

L 3
T
o

uch dead Hives, of their
U Combs,

L.
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Combs, how the uppermoft' Parts of them
are gnaw’d, and many rough holes in
the middle of the Combs, the Doubt
~ would' be foon cleared how ‘they ‘came.
to mifcarry. | CUIREN O 10, )
3. 'As to the Moufe entring at the
~ Mouth of ‘the Hive, it is occafioned by
an ill Cuftom, which Ifind all over this
Country to cut a “deep Gath thro’ one
~of the Rounds of Straw, about an Inch
and an half high, and as much in bredth 4
which Miftake, “inftead of keeping the
Moufe out of the Hive, will 'let in'two
at a time, - Now the way to remedy this,
is not to leave room enough for a Moufe
to ‘enter ; then fhall you be fecure from
this pernicious Enemy : When' you have
bought a new Hive, firft try him upon
the Stool whilft empty, where you de-
fign to fet your Swarm, whether your
Hive have not a Hollownefs fome where
or other in the Skirt, deep enough for
Bees to go in and out at, for there are
but few {o exatly made, but fuch a hol-
lownefs may be found in the Skirt deep
enough for that purpofe ; if fo, ’tis very
well, your Work is done to your Hand
without cutting, only mark that fide where'
the hollownefs is, that when your Becs |
| axe A
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they are both older and bolder, and will
venture into the Hive, to rob and fteal ; but
their Fools Coat, and hoarfe Voice, doth
foon difeover them, and feizing upon her,
two or three at a time, they down with
her Houfe, and lay her “fine Feathersin
~ the Duft 5 tho' you fhall fee, that fome-
times they will break away, tho’ two or
three have hold of them, being much
ftronger than a fingle Bee, and fo will
make their Efcape 5 for now all the Stocks
~ keep diligent Watchand Ward at the Porch
of their Houfe, and ’tis no ealy matter
for a2 Wafp to pafs in without being ex-
amiped by their Sentinels ; but they
being eager of Honey, are bold Intruders,
and will venture in, tho’they come fhort
home, but if once they : get l{c_qt_‘l,cnt Ad-
mittance, astheyoften willin weak Stocks,

i (their Guard at the Door being but flen-

der) they will never leave them, but dai-
ly ‘augmenting their Forces, they will
break open the fealed Combs, after-which,
the other " Bees, will upon fmelling the
frefh Honey, come in, and fhare the
Spoil with them, which you may always
know, for by lifting up the Hive in the E-
vening, you will{fee abundance of {mali bits
of Wax fallen down to ‘the Stool, and
- about.
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in my Hand, gently ftire’d the Bees, in
order to find the Queen-bee, and having
defcrib’d her to Three or Four of my Fa-
mily which were then with me, defir'd
them as I ftirr’d the Bees, if any of them
faw fuch a Bee, to fhew her me j all be-
ing thus upon the fearch, at length oné
of them difcoverd her, and pointing to
her, I faw her, and quickly caught her in
a Box which I had ready for that pur-
pofe, and carried her intd my Parlour,
where opening the Box, I let her fly,
and a few of the other' Bees who were
taken with her, who, as is natural to
them, did fly againft the Glafs Window,
fo taking a fharp pair of Sciffars, I cut off
one of her Wings to difable her from fly-
ing, and then put her again into my Box:
The firft thing I was willing to know,
‘was, what they would do without their
‘Queen, but this was foon difcovered, for
they were in a Quarter of an Hour like
Sheep without a Shepherd, ‘(which was
as {oon as the whole Bunch could know
that the Queen was not amongft them,)
which they foon difcover’d, by fpreading -
themfelves abroad upon the Grafs, for
whereas ’tis natural to thefe Creatures to
keep clofe together like a Bunchof Gtﬁ%eS,
| : - ghey &
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your Garden, you muft fet it 4 or 5 Foot
from the Wall, that you may eafily open
~ all the back Duars A _

i

"CHAP XIL

Direétions bow to make the Boxes or Box
Hives' for the Bees, with Iron Handles

and Gfdﬁ Windows.

HE Materials to be got ready be-
.% fore your Carpenter doth begin to
make the Bozxes, are thefe that follow.
Thick {lit Deal, which muft be of the
cleareft Diamnnd Dram Deals, 9 or.
10 Inches broad, which are an-Inch and
half thick before they are {lit ; fo that
the flit Deal will hold above halfan Inch
when planed of both fides. Your Chri-
ftian Deals not being thick enough for
this Work, and yet they are too thick
and heavy to be made of them without
{litting.

One of your Deal Buards muft be flit
two kerf, that is, {lit into three Leaves
inftead of two. Thefe being thinner than
the reft are to make the Sllder on the Top

of the Box, and the Doors over the Glals *
Win-
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may open the Door when you have a-
mind to fee what your Bees are a doing 5
{fo when you have fixed thefe Two Frames
with Glafs Windows one againft another,
or one before aud another behind, and fit-
ted your’ {ix' 'pleces to them, and with
three-penny Sprigs well faftned ' them to-.
gether, then fit your Head, ‘'which muft:
not be nailed on at top of thefe pieces, but’
~ cut exa@tly with great Care; and let down:
within thefe pieces, and then let all the
Pieces and Frames be well {prig’d to this
Head, fo the Box is made, but not quite
finilh’d. “There remain yet three things
to be done before ’tis finifh’d, and that is
a Hole and Slider over it in the Top of
the Box, a little Slider under the Front
Door, and two Sticks a-crofs the Box, to
~ xeft the Combs upon.: Firfl, As to the

Hole in the middle of the Top, it muft be
- 5 Inches fquare, and halfan Inch on each

fide of the Hole muft be cut in Grooves

~ for a Slider to run in, that when it is once

faltned in, it fhall not rife to come out,
_ but only {lide to and fro, inorder to ftop,
or leave open the Hele of 5 Inches fquare,
as occafion requires, For when the Box
1§ to be the upper Box, then the Slider
amit bethruft home to thut the Hole, but
M . | then

.



¢y D).

then the middle Box or under Box muft
have thefe Holesopen, with the Shutter
thruft quite: back, this Hole ferving for
Communication between Box and Box.
Now the way to make this Slider, is to
pare away with a fharp Chizel a place for
the Slider, which muft be wider than the
Hole by at leaft half an Inch, andfo run
in a Groove, being hollow on purpofe to
{hut the Hole, or to be thruft back. This
~cutting away a place, muft be as deep as
~ your Slider is thick in the Top of the Box;
but then the beft way is not to have the
hinder part of this Shutter or Slider to be
" of the whole breadth, as it is at the
other end, but cut juft at the hinder-
moft end to the breadth of 2 Inches
only after this manner, which _-
two Inches is as  {ufficient to
drive home this Shutter with,
when you want to cut off the
upper Box of Honey, and more |
convenient than if it were left | | .
‘to the whole breadth open, it =
muft be fo ordered in the making this Sli-
der, that when it is thruft quite back,
~ this narrow end may be even with the out
fide of the Bex, and two little bits muft
‘ be nailed on after the Shutter is made,

; | and

i
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and put.into its Grooves on the Box of
each fide of 'the narrow end of this Shut-
ter,to fill up that which is cut away off this -
Shutter, and this will hinder the Shutter
from ever falling out; or being loft, and
- alfo prevent the Bees from coming out at-
- each fide. The ufe’of this Hole in the Box, -
I have told you before, is for the Beesto
work down thro’ into the under ‘Box, and -
this Slidét is to drive home when you are
‘toccut off the upper Box ; fo that at once
it ferves to cut off one Box fromranother,
-and to ftop the Holeof's Inches, and keep
the Bees in the under “Box, bat it muft
have a thinbitiof Tin, or thin Iron nail-
ed onat the broad cutting end, and the
Slider alfo fhaved away  thin to ‘nothing,
and then the Plate of ‘Tin nailed on, tho®
it be not very tharp, will very well cut
off the Honey and Wax that'is in this
Hole. The next ‘thing is a Slider in the
Edge of the ' Box, under the Front Win-
_ dow, that Square of the Box where the
,arrow end of the broad Slider before {po-
ken of, ' muft be always the hinder part,
and this narrow end muft always come
out over the back Window, fo under the
contrary Window,which is the Front Win-
dow, there muft be a Paffage cut al:iiili-t |
| alf
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fince the firft Edition of this Book was
printed, mnot but I have long fince difco-
vered one Inconveniency, which the Bees
have fometimes fuffered in the ‘Boxes, but
always look’d on it as remedilefs, and
. therefore faid nothing of it, but having
by late Experience found out one, fhall
candedly difcover it to my Brethren, who
are Lovers of Bees. -
The Inconveniency that we are now
- going to remedy, is this; that in the
middle or latter Months of the Summer,
as Fune, E‘}’-ujv and Auguft (and 1 think
~never before norafter) when the Colo-
~ nies, by reafon of their continual breed-
g come to be very full, and the Wea-
ther prove very hot 3 butif it be only hot
- and clear, all is well 5 but if it be very
hot and fometimes cloudy or fhow’ry,
the Bees by natural Inftind, being fenl{- |
ble of their Danger by being abroad in
the Rain, high them home as faft as they
can, (tho’very often they are more afraid
than hurt.) For I have often known
them prefs home in that viglent hafte,
only upon the rifing of a Cloud when
no Rain hath followed, {o all prefling vio-
lently at the Mouth of the Box to get
i, they ftop the Paflage {o clofe up, that
thofe
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ters not whether it be of the risht or left
fide of your hinder Glafls Window, and
it is no great matter whether ‘it be high
or bbw, but I think it will be moft con-
venient about the middle, over this Hole

' in theinfide of the Box nail a plece of

Tin Plate punched full of Holes as big
~as you pleafe, provided the Bees cannet
crecp out at them, then make a very thin’
Slider to run in Grooves over this Hole on
the outfide, that when it is thruft home
all ‘may be clofé andwarm, and'when'
there is occafion 1n violent hot Weather
to draw it back, the Air or Breath may
freely pafs through thefe Holes, and fo

- prevent the Diforder aforefaid, as well as

prevent their Swarming. 74

~+ Or thus (which will do a5 well) with'
a fmall' Piercer bore Holes in one of the
hindermoft Cants of the Box; as thick as"
you can for 2 Inches fquare, and fo let

S i Slider run over thefe Holes inftead of

 the Tin Plate: This laft [ have experien-
- ced this laft Summer to anfwer very well s
this' boring of Holes may be done by
thofe who have Boxes already in ufe with'
Bees in them, for tho’ they ™ cannot with:
Hammer and Nails put on the Slider with
its Grooves; yet they may ‘eafily “bore the
2 B of Holes;















































































































