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INTRODUCTION.

OWEVER trifling and con-

temptible the following Trea-
tife may appear to {ome petfons, the
author flatters himfelf that i1t will be
produ&live of great public utility, al-
though the. fubjet is but low. and.
humble. .

Many ingenious writershave great-
ly diftinguithed themlfelves in treating
of that noble and ufeful animal the
horfe; of the method of breeding
horned cattle, fheep, and other ani-
mals ferviceable and beneficial to man-
kind; this little work, on the con-
trary, takes cognizance of thole ani-
mals, noxious to the community, dc-

- A g {cribes
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fcribes their wonderful wilinefs and
{agacity, and the uncommon and fur-
prizing methods they take for felf-
prefervation and getting their prey ;
the refearch may perhaps give the
reader great fatisfaCtion, for the infi-
nite wifdom of the great Creator is as
confpicuous in a mole as in a camel,
in an ant as in a lion. - |

AND as moft noblemen, gentlemen,
and others, who have country feats are
generally, 1f not conftantly, troubled
with various kinds of vermin, greatly
detrimental and deftrutive to their
property in the following inftances,
viz. in many places where gentlemen
have hare-warrens and pheafantries,
they are troubled with foxes, their wa-
ters with otters, thofe great deftroyers

of
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of fith; their poultry are killed by
polecats, ftoats, and wealels ; 1n other
places the farmers are peftered with
wild cats, who originally ftrayed from
the farm and other lone houles, and
running into the woods breed in great
numbers and do incredible mifchief,
in deftroying the game, poultry, rab-
bits, and young leverets; in many 0-
ther places they are troubled with
fheep-killing dogs, who 1n the night
time worry and kill great numbers of
fheep, fo ufeful and neceffary to the
commonwealth, and the flaple com-
modity of the kingdom. But of all
the noxious animals none do more mif-
chief than rats; both the old Englith
black rat and the Norway rat, efpeci-
ally the latter, which is the moft mif-

chievous animal in the creation. In
all
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all the above cafes, rules not drawn
from theory, but from twenty years
trict obfervation and practice are laid
down in the plaineft manner, to find
out their haunts and hiding places,
with the eafieft methods how to take
and deftroy them; to the great joy
and emolument of the perfons who
have been injured and peftered with
them. Rules for taking and deftroy-
ing moles and mice, are likewife giv-
en, and the nature of ferrets is alfode-
fcribed, with inftruétions when it is
proper to make ufe of them, and when
not.

AN D as the noxious part of the crea-
tion 1s not confined to the earth only,
many of the winged inhabitants of the
air are cquaily 'pernicious to the gen-

tleman
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tleman and the farmer, their natures
are defcribed with proper and fuitable
direCtions how to take and deftroy
them, from the buzzard and kite, to
the {malleft bird of prey, without
which the author would have eftimat-
ed his work as incomplete.

On the whole, if the following little
Treatife, thould any ways anfwer the
intent for which it was written, the
author will obtain the end he aimed
at, and gratify the utmoft extent of his
ambition and wifhes, namely, the good
and advantage of his fellow fubjets,
and the general good of the commu-
nity.

T HE
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hares and pheafants are kept, and de-
ftroy a great many of them; he is like-
wife a mortal enemy to lambs and all
kinds of poultry, but {fcarce in any
other 1nftances he is more mifchievous
thanin deftroying rabbets in warrens,
which he frequently does in prodigi-
ous numbers, but more efpecially in
flopping time as I have known the
young rabbits of near twenty ftops
taken away by the Foxes in one night’s
time. It may be neceflary here to ex-
plain what 1s meant by the above term;
when the female rabbit is ready to
kindle, fhe digs an hole or angle about
four feetlong, and about ten or twelve
inches under ground, and when fhe
‘goes out for food, fhe {cratches the
earth over the mouth of the hole, or
{ftop fo that 1t is fcarcely perceptible to
& the
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the eye in order for the prefervation of
her young ones from any approaching
enemy'; in the night the Fox being in
{earch of his prey, comes to the place
where thefe ftops are made and {cents
the young rabbits, but inficad of en-
tering therein he follows the {fcent a-
bove ground till he comes to the end
of the angle, and then {cratching up
the earth comes immediately upon the
young, which hedevours; and this is
called crowning on them,

It is very difficult to guard againft
the approachés of this enemy, his mo-
tions being fo uncertain, unlefs a trap
was 'toﬁﬁ:mfly 'p'l‘-aced, for {forretimes
e will deftroy feveral lambs and poul-
try in the night at farm-houfes, and

a1zl A . not
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not come near the fame place again
for a confiderable time, fhifting his
quarters to other places confiderably
remete in fearch of freth plunder ; but
in large parks where hares and phea-
fants are conftantly kept in great
numbers, there is a greater probability
of taking himin the following manner :

Tue method to know where and
which way he comes 1s to make what
1s termed a fhrape, which is done by
drawing a circle * on the ground in the
park or warren about three feet diame-
ter, take the mould out all over four
inches deep, then take a fieve and fift
a fufficient quantity of fine mould to
fill it up again even to the furface, dig
fix of thefe in various parts of the park

* See letter A, plate 1. fig. 1.
and
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and fill them up in the fame manner.
The reafon of having the mould fifted
fo fine 1s, that when you fet a trap
there will be no fiones to intervene
between the {pring and the jaw of the
trap, which will {fometimes happen
without proper obfervance, and pre-~
vent the trap from ftriking clofe.

THE next {tep to be taken is to pro-
cure a fheep’s paunch; tie a firing to
it, and draw it to each fhrape, before
defcribed, but remember at the dif-
tance.of two or three hundred yards
to rub the bottom of your fhoes on
the paunch, which will prevent him
from difcovering the fmell of your
feet, and at every fhrape lay {fome
pieces of ftrong old Chefhire cheefe
and c¢ome again in the morning,

B 2 when
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when you will plainly perceive, whe-
ther his behaviour 1s fhy or not; for
he will {fometimes eat all the cheele
he can reach without entering on the
thrape ; the next night he will ven-
ture fomewhat further, and fet his
feet {o lightly on the mould that you
can fcarcely difcern the print of his
feet : I have fometimes fed a thy Fox
for a whole week before I have fet a
trap for him, but when he comes to
feed boldly he will trample all over
the fhrape and make prints. an inch
deep, and in that fhrape, where he
{eems to. feed the freeft, I would ad-
vife to place two traps and without
any particular accident, if he comes,
you will be fure of catching him.

SEx
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Skt your traps after the following
manner, take fome mould out juft fuf-
ficient for the traps to liein; and
when properly placed, get fome mofs,
and with a fmall flick put {fome of it
under the bridge, and likewife be-
tween the bridge and the jaw, and
lay it quite fmooth ; now the reafon
of having the above ftick 1s, that i
cafe you fhould {pring the trap, it wiii
not injure you in the leaft, but only
catches the end of the ftick. The
next particular you muft obferve is,
to prﬂcu}e a thin piece of board, a
foot in length, two inches wide at onc
end, and cut away at the other to'hold
by ; then with this board firike fome
mould or earth over the trap entirelv
level with the other part of the fhrape:
this board is abfolutely neceflary in

B 3 order
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order to prevent your handling the
mould, for if he isin the leaft thy, he
will not approach the fhrape if you
once handle it; another caution is
likewife neceffary, which is not to let
the bridges of your trapsbe too wide,
" for a Fox had better come and put his
foot in between the bridge and the
jaw of the trap and not {pring it at
all, for in that cafe he will come a-
gain, as he has not been balked, but
when the bridge 1s too wide, if he
happens to fet his foot on the jaw,
then his toe nails reach the bridge and’
fpring the trap without catching him,
which will' render him thy and it will
be a very difficult matter afterwards
to get him at all.

But in order to prevent any fuch
difappointment, I would advife that
your
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your feel traps for the Fox thould be
{quare in the jaw, and not round as
the common traps: are ufually made,
and firike but five inches high and fe--
ven inches long in the jaw with faw--
teeth *, and’ let the tail  of the trap:
be two feet from the tail-end 1 of the
{pring, for they are generally made too-
fhort, from whence this inconveni-
ence arifes, that when a trap ftands fet’
for {fome time in warrens or parks,
the {pring gives out, the purchafe be--
ing {o quick; whereas; were the traps:
formed on the principle above laid:
down, the fpring would remain for a
confiderable time without giving way, .
and laftly, let the § bridge of the trap
be four inches {quare.
* See the letters C C in plate 1: fig. 1. -
+ See D in the fame plate,

1 See E 1n the fame plate.
§ See B in the fame plate.

Bur
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BuT as to a fhy Fox, as juft above
obferved, I have known them come
again, when compelled by hunger and
neceflity, and fometimes even with
three legs, and take the young rabbits
out of the ftops or holes as before de-

{cribed.

Axp here I beg leave to corre& a
vulgar error mentioned by fome au-
thors, which is that the Fox, when
caught by the leg in a trap, in order
to facilitate his efcape, will gnaw off

~ the fame above the jaws of the trap,

but this aflertion is entirely falfe and
erroneous, as it would put the animal

to inconceivable pain and ageny to

bite its own fleth while any f{enfation
remained and renders the fuppofiti-
on likewife unnatural, but the real

ftate
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ftate of - the cafe 1s this, which I have
proved from long experience, for asa
dog when he has got into a trap will
yelp and ery out till he is tired, which
foon happens, and then- lie quiet, on
the contrary ‘this artful cunning crea-
ture, we are now: deferibing, as foon:
as taken, makes no noife at all, but 1s.
indefatigable in his endeavours to get
out, and will neither ftand nor lie ftill
till either fomebody comes to let him-
out, or he gets out by the following
manner : he immediately begins to-
tumble and tofs about, and after fome
time ftriving, he breaks his leg juft at
the place where the iron jaws. of the
trap are faftened; the lower part of
the leg under the trap is.foon benumb-
ed and-deprived of all fenfation, which
the Fox then gnaws off, and drawing
the:
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the finews through the teeth of the
trap, makes his efcape, leaving that
part of his leg, which he had bit off,
behind him, and, as a further confir-
mation, I once catched a dog and
bitch Fox early in the winter, which
both efcaped by the above means, with
three legs each, and the enfuing {pring
came to the fame warren and took out
feveral ftops on their three legs, which
I difcovered, and poifoned them by
means of {ome balls properly prepared,
the method of which I fhall foon come
to defcribe.

IT may not here be unneceflary teo
lay down fome rules to diftinguifh the
dog Fox from the bitch, which may
eafiy be done, without feeing them,
by adhering to the following obferva-

: tions :
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tions : a dog Fox has a larger foot than
a bitch, and it much refembles that of
a fmall lurcher dog, and has been often
miftaken for one, by thofe who do
not examine things minutely : but
there is an effential difference ; for the
Fox has hardly any ball to the heel of
his foot, but the dog has a large one;
and a bitch Fox has likewife a {mall
foot with the ball thereof ftill confide-
rably lefs than the male. The utility
of this remark will foon appear.

I now proceed to lay down another
methed of taking and deftroying thefe
pernicious vermin, either in park, war-
ren, or field, but more efpecially thofe,
who have been made fhy, or have loft
a leg in a trap as before hinted, whieh

15
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15 as follows: whatever place it may
happen to be in, you muit take notice
of all the little bye-paths all round the
ground, and fift fome mould in each
of them, and place by the fide of each
path, where the mould is fifted, a piece
of white rag, ftuck upon a ftick; for
if there be any rabbits or hares near
the path, they by running up and

down will create fuch confufion in the
mould, that it will be next to an im-
poilibility to diftinguifh the impreflion
of the Fox’s foot; the intent there-
fore of thefe white rags 1s to fright the
rabbits and hares away, but the Fox
-will boldly ‘proceed -along regardlefs of
‘them: as foon therefore: as you have
difcovered which path he came along,
ydu muft not trail for him as before,
“for that having feduced him into dan-

ger
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ger and led him to the trap, he wili
remember it well, and it isa very great
chance whether he will follow the
trail at all. But take two good figs
of nux vomica; let them be quite
white and found, (for thofe that are of
4 brown colour are neither o {trong
nor efficacious) then rafp them very
fine, take a piece of good dripping as
big' as a tennis ball, mix with thefe a
little flower to bring it to a proper
confiftency or ftiffnefs, and then roil
it in honey; for there is nothing fon-
der of honey than a Fox, and [ have
feen one fcratch up the earth fora
bees neft under the ground for the fake
of the honey, and after he had accom-
plithed his defign, having the wind of
him I thot him dead on the{pot. But
to return : :

i | WHEN
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WxEN you have found out the path
he comes 1n, place two or three of
- -thefe balls of the magnitude before
mentioned at nine or ten yards dif-
tance, for fear he thould mifs one ; ftick
them on a {mall ftick fix inches high,
in order to prevent the mice from eat-
ing them. But a little diftin&ion is
here neceflary to be made, for if you
are endeavouring after a Fox, whom
you imagine never to have been made
thy or caught in a trap, the method
of trailing, as laid down in the firft
inftance may be followed, and then
one ball will be fufhicient to be put in
the path, which he will readily go up
to and take, and in order fill to be
more certain of his footiteps, take the
foot of a Fox and print 1t in fine mould
or fand, but the former 1s better if it

can
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can be got, the latter when dry, be-
Ing apt to run; by ebferving this rule
you will readily know the print of his
toot, wherever you {ee it.

Waen the plan has fucceeded to
your withes, and the Fox has taken
one of the balls as he came in, 1t 1s
ten to one but he dies before he gets
out again, as ‘was the cafe with the
dog and bitch Fox before mentioned,
and if you print him in and not print
him out, then you may hunt for him
with your dog, being certain that he
is fhll lurking {omewhere in the
ground.

In fome places where traps have
not been' fet for them they may be
catched as eafy asa dog, I have taken

Cl2 them
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them in a cube, where a trap for a dog
has been {et, the cube i1s formed in the
manner as reprelented in [pl. 1. fig, 2.
K.} by the cut therein annexed, and
may be made in the center where two
paths crofs, or in a warren, or park,
or at any gate or ftile where he comes
in: if youdo not find that he comes in
~at any of the above places over your
fhrapes, you muft as you go round the
fides of the path, gates and files, mind
whether you don’t fee his billots, that
is his dung, the term being to fay af-
ter he has dunged that he has billoted;
if you fhould not rightly Kknow it,
take up what you imagine to be the
fame, and break it and you will find
it full of large black beetles, fome-
times you may fmell him, then look
about very nicely, and it is ten to one

i but
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but he has billoted fomewhere near the
place. |

Let your cube be made after this
manner, draw a circle, [pl. 1. fig. 2.
F.] but in the front leave juft room for
the trap to go in when fet, thea bank
it up all round from one fide of the
jaw of the trap quite round to' the o-
ther; {et your trapsin the fame man-
ner as you fee in the plan of 1t, but be
fure, to mofs them as before directed,
for the mofs preferves the fine mould
- from running under the bridge, and
at the {ame time keeps it up hollow
that 1t may ftrike freely and: properly,.
but when the mould runs in, it {ets the
trap fo hard that it is impofiible for it
‘to firike at all. If you are in a war-
ren, put fome rabbits guts in the back
part of the cube, if thefe cannot be

C 3 pro-
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procured, place fome pieces of firong
rotten Chethire cheefe, which they
are very greedy of; if at a farm get
lome bits of dead fowls if pofiible, and
if in a field, it is probable you may
find fome of the mangled carcaffes of
lambs, which they have killed and hid -
pleces of them in the ground, which
they often do: but remermber in all
thefe particular cafes to put the bait
in the back part of the cube as before
hinted; and whenever you fet a trap
for a Fox let it be placed early in the
afternoon, in order that the foil you
make may go off before he comes, and
when you have fet them, cover them
with a buth cut on purpofe to keep
any thing elfe from firiking it, till
you come round at night and uncover
it again.

In
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IN many country places there are
people, who make it their bufinefs to
take Foxes out of their earths for gen-
tlemen to hunt them at their pleafure;
thefe are properly called bag-foxes. I
have known in fome {toney countries
~ that they fet ftone traps for them at
their earths, fo that it is impoffible for
them to get out without being taken,
but of this method of catching them I
cannot {fpeak from my own experience,
having been only a fpeCator of the
traps, and of confequence cannot be
fo able to judge of it as where I have
been the principal actor myfelf, I men-
tion this to teftify that I would not
even in the moft minute circumitances
impofe on my readers,

I BAVE
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I nave pra&tifed likewife the fol-
lowing method with good fuccefs,
which may be imitated with great fa-
cility; let the party employed go round
and carefully {earch for their earthing
places wherever they are, and make
the mouths of them quite fine with
mould ; then come again the next
morning and obferve whether the
earth has been trampled on, and if you
fee the prints of his feet tending out-
ward and inward, you may then be
affured that he is fafe within his hole
or earth, on which take a good ftrong
hay-net, fuch as areufed in fome war-
~rens, pitched all around'at a proper
diftance, put the fticks quite flight
into the ground, that as {oon as he
ftrikes the net, it may fall upon and.
entangle him, but if you place it tight
¢ he



OF THE FOX. g3

he will tumble over, and by that means
efcape. Another caution is neceflary,
when you have {et your net you muit
put fome bells in three ot four differ-
ent places, that you may hear when
he ftrikes the net; then run m upon
him and keep him entangled, other-
wife he will get out again, and feizing
him by the pole or back part of his
neck, muzzle him and tye his fore legs
together that he may not {cratch his
muzzle oft again; I have known a
Fox, ecarthed as above, watched for
two or three nights together till he has
been ftarved out before they could
catch him.

SoMmETIMEs when a Fox 1s found
in the earth, or is hunted in, the me-
thod 1s to dig him out immediately

| after



24  OFTHE FOX

after the following manner; take a
good tarrier, that is kept for that pur-
pofe, one that will lie at a Fox, then
-you mutft liften and found him as the
‘warreners do their line ferrets; dig a
trench crofs the angle, and when you
have got to the angle, perhaps he wilk
fly back, as they frequently do; then
fink another trench near him, and
when you have dug down to him take
care he don’t bite you, as he isa fierce
animal when drove to defperation and
bites very hard; in the next place take
your dog back, that you may get him
out, this 1s what we call drawing him
as follows; take an old hat, or any
thing of a {imilar nature in your hand,
and dodge it before him when he will
catch hold of it immediately, then

with the other hand catch him by the
| back
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back part of the poll with all poffible
quicknefs, as the motion muft be as it
were inftantaneous; and this {fame
method muift be obferved when you
have one in a trap, if you have a mind
to take him alive, and always remem-
ber to have a muzzle ready to put on
him directly, and put him into a fack,
and then you may do what you pleafe
with him afterwards; what I mean
by a muzzle is this, take a bit of ftrong
tape, put it over his nofe, bring both
ends under his jaw, and tie them tight
- together; then bring it along under
his throat an inch and half from the
firft knot, then tic them both together
in one knot again, then bring the two
ends up behind his ears and tie them
tight, and this is what I call a muzzle

1R
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in the {fame manner as warreners muz-
zle their dogs to drive to the nets.

Havine proceeded thusfar in my
defeription, &c. of this remarkable
animal, I conclude what I have to fay
of him with the following recipe, to
take a thy dog fox, which T have
known to fucceed, when all other
means have proved ineffe€tual, and
likewife with another obfervation nei-
ther of which are generally known.

Tye trail for him is, when you have
taken a bitch Fox, that goes a clicket-
ing, take and cut that veflel, which
contains her fperm, the fame as the
fow-gelders deprive bitches of when
they fpay them, mixing with this
fome gum maftic and put them as {oon

as
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as pofiible, after being taken from the
animal, into an earthen pot, keeping it
quite clofe, and it will remain fervice-
able a whole year, and when occafion
offers, take a large piece of the rind of
bacon, broil it well on a gridiron and
then. dip it in the pot, ‘ufing it as a
_trail, in the fame manner as the theep’s
paunch before -def(’:ribed-_._- L hchn g

Tue laft remark I ﬂlallfmakéiis, that
there is one feafon in the year when a
Fox will not run after a trail at all, at
leaft very rarely, and that is in the
{pring, when he gets plenty of young
rabbits and leverets; for he 1s then
- dainty; when this is the cafe, another
method muft be taken: at this time of
the year the bitch Fox goes what 1s
called a-clicketing, you muft mind

D which
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F LHE Otter 1s an amphibious ani-
mal which preys both by land
and water, for when he is difturbed in
the water he preys by land : as a proof
of which, I once catched a dog Otter
in a warren where he came to prey on
the rabbits, after the old bitch Otter
and all the young cubs had been killed
down at the river not far from the
warren,

Tue Otter generally frequents ri-
vers and brooks in order to fearch for
his prey, and will often come to fifh-

| D2 ponds
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ponds likewile, deftroying the fith, and
yet not lie there; the method to dif-
cover his haunts is very eafy, for, in
whatever place he preys, you will be
certain to find the tails or hinder parts
of the fifh left undevoured at the fides
of the ponds, &c. for it is obfervable
that he eats the head and body of the
fifh as far as the vent and very fel-
dom any farther ; -look all round the
pond and by his marks or footfteps
you will find where he enters the pond,
and likewife where he comes out to
eat the fith by the fide, for no amphi-
bious animal devours his prey in the
water, or can remain a {ingle moment
under it longer than he can hold his
breath. When you have difcovered
the place, it will be advifeable to put
a good firong fteel trap in the water

down
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down in the mud; put the mud over
the bridge of the trap as much asyoun
can that he may not difcover the trap.
I have catched feveral this way. If
you fhould not happen to find where

he takes the water, you will fee wherc

he fits to eat his fith, and then you
muft fet a trap or two by the fide of
the water, in different places where
you find the bits of fith; cuta holein
the ground to let them in juft fluth or
even with the ground, then cover
them over with mofs very nicely: but
in my opinion there is no neceflity to
bait them, for the Otter will {eldom,
I behieve never, touch any thing but
what he kills himfelf. I may pofiibly
be miftaken in this point, but after
many repeated  trials never could get
him to touch any bait I fet for him.

D3 THE
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Tue Otter in rivers and brooks has
a kennel, which with proper notice as
before given, you will find; the ftruc-
ture of it 1s very ingenious and admi-
rable, indeed net equal to that of the
beaver, though in fome inftances of a
fimilar conftruction, for they always.
have two ways to go in and out at,
one by land and the other by water,
for fuch is the cunningnefs and faga-
city of thefe vermin towards their pre-
fervation, that if difturbed by land,
they can vent or efcape by water, and
if attacked by water they can efcape
by land ; now when you have found
out thefe kennels, and difcern that
they ufe and frequent it, look careful-
ly about and you will fee fome of his
landing places, where he fits and eats
his prey, and before the fpot where he
lands,



OF THE OTTER. 33

lands, there put a trap down in the
water as already direted in the ponds,
~ where I have caught them, and like-
wife deftroyed all the young ones n
the kennel, but know no bait in par--
ticular they are fond of, as before ob-
ferved ; tho’ others may be of a con-
trary opinion.

In many places where I have been,
{fmall hounds have been employed in
deftroying thefe vermin, called Otter
hounds; when one 1s unkennelled, he
immediately goes to the bottom of the
water, where he remains as long as his
breath will hold out, which 1s a confi-
derable time ; he then goes under the
bank, or under fome reeds or boughs,
there he draws breath and blubbers
- the water; the term, when he is per-
ceived
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ceived by any of his purfuers, is to fay,
There he vents; and they ftrike at him
with a {pear made for that purpofe,
and often kill him, but if the f{pear
mifies, he fets oft again and the dogs
follow, and if goed, feldom mifs of
killing him.

TuE above animalis not footed like
other vermin, for they have a web be-
tween each claw, like many water
fowls, which greatly accelerates their
motion in {fwimming when purfued by
the dogs; they have no heel, but a
round ball under the fole of the foot,
the track of which is called their mark,
and their dung is called their {prents.

TiHE
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BADGER.

E is a grey hard haired animal,
H a good deal of the pig kind ;
and 1s not near {o hurtful as many o-
ther animals of the vermin-kind ; for
the chief mifchief he does confifts in
feratching of earths, or holes, which
afterwards ferve for earths for the
‘foxes to harbour in, and in {cratching
and grubbing up the ground in fearch-
ing after his food, fuch as pignuts and
roots, on which, and on beach-maft,
acorns, crabs, and other trafth, he fub-
fifts, but does not prey on any living
thing of any kind, as has been affert-

ed
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ed by fome authors, who have falfly
‘affirmed that he deftroys and lives on
young lambs, pigs, and poultry; and
in confequence of the fimplicity of his
food, I have known in fome places
people will eat them, being generally
very fat and their flefh exceedingly
fweet.

I HAVE praltifed two methods of
taking the Badger with great {uccefs,
the firft of which is, when you have
found out one of their earths let two
perfons go out in the night, while they
are in fearch of their food, and put a
thin f{ack into the hole, and faften it
at the mouth that the Badger may not
run away with it; then let one perfon
~ remain near the hole, while the other
beats round the ficlds with a dog in

order
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order to drive him home, when he
finds the dog after him he runs to his
hole as faft as poffible, and goes into
the fack, which 1lips clofe like a purfe;
the party who ftayed near the hole, on
hearing his approach, lays hold of the
mouth of the fack and pulls out the
Badger in it, and this method is term-
ed, Sacking the Badger. Another way
is to place a fteel trap in which you
will catch him very eafily, as he is no-
thing near fo thy as the Fox; when
you come to his earths, or holes, make
the mouths of all the angles quite
fmooth, and comeagain the next morn-
ing, when you will {ee whether any
have been in or gone out, and if you
track him in and out, then puta trap
in each earth in the fame manner as
you did for the fox, and you need not

fear
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SHEEP-KILLING DOG.

HIS animal 1s extremely pernici-
ous and detrimental wherever
he exifts, for when once a Dog takes
to killing theep, he feldom or never
leaves the practice off, in which he is
extremely thy, and it is a very difficult
matter to put a ftop to his proceedings
till you can difcover his owner, which
- is no eafy tafk, for if once he perceives"
you are tracking him home, hel_}ﬁrill go
two or three miles another way. -

Ir it happens that he fhould come
in the night. and deftroy any of your
E lambs
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lambs or fheep, the circumftance be-
comes very alarming, and the farmer
generally moves his theep into another
field or place, this certainly will balk
him for fome fmall time, till he finds
them again and then the confequence
is as bad as ever; I would therefore
advife not to move your flocks at all,
for the following reafon, that by this
means you may the fooner be enabled
to deftroy him. To this end, go early
in the morning into the field where the
theep are, which is always cuftomary
every morning among the farmers,

- then you will find whether he has been

amongft and killed any of them: if
you perceive this to be the cafe, in-

~ {pe&t carefully all round the field whe-

 ther you can track, or fee the print of

his feet at any gate, ftile, or gap, if
there
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there be one, if you look carefully it 1s
ten to one but you trace his footfteps ;
this being done, you may prepare for
him againft night in the following
manner : get two good fteel traps, {et
one of them by the fide of the gate,
ftile, or gap, where you imagine he
enters, within fide of the field, n the
{fame manner as before dire&ted for the
¢ fox in a cube trap, and cover the fame,
but do not handle the mould; then
take the liver of the ftheep or lamb he
has devoured, cut them into flices, and
fry them in fome good dripping and
put them on the back part of the cube;
then take a piece of the flefh of the
fheep or lamb and rub it all about the
gate or ftile, &c. in order that he may
be allured by the .fCBﬂth then fet ano-
ther trap in the fame manner as the
E o other
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place in fome meafure, and be attend-
ed with fuccefs; when you have dif-
covered in the morning, that he has
been among the fheep the over-night,
get {fome good dripping, as big asa
tennis ball, rafp two good figs of nux
vomica and mix them together ftiffen-
ed with a little flour ; make feveral of
thefe balls, and at evening trail a
theep’s paunch tied with a ftring to
cach gate, ftile, or gap, where you ima-
gine he enters, placing one of thefe
balls at every place, ftuck on the top of
a {mall piece of ftick about fix inches.
high, with the other end in the ground,
which will prevent the mice from eat-
ing it, when you have trailed to one
place, there ftick the ball, trailing on
to the next in like manner till you have
gone quite round the field ; let this be

B3 s Ndhie
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done juft at dark, and go again in the
morning, and obferve how many balls
are gone, the remammg ones take up
and put them down again at night, and
fo proceed till you find he has fwal-

lowed fome of them, of which there is
no fear, if he chances to come.

I 5ravE fometimes been greatly em-
baraffed in catching him, tho’ I have
fully difcovered the place at which he
came into the field to deftroy the theep;
for he was fo ‘cxtremely Yhy that he
would not follow the trail, nor touch
'any bait laid for him. 1 then took the
following method, viz. juft at the gate
where he came in, 1 procured two
radded hurdles and put them clofe at
" one end, top and bottom ; and at the
extremity of the end fo clofed, I'tied

a live
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a live lamb, and at the other end
where the opening was, Ifet two fteel
traps clofe by each other, and in the
room they did not fill up, I placed a
large buth to fupply the vacancy.
Thefe traps were covered very nicely, -
in the fame manner as for the fox ; the
plan fucceeded and the arch thief was
happily taken. If it thould be a Dog
that comes, procure fome of the urine
of a proud bitch, and rub it about the
trail, or the bait, which will infallibly
bring him on, let him be ever fo thy,
and 1nduce him to go boldly up to the
trap and be caught.

T E
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TURNED WILD.

HIS domeftic animal is fo well

known as to need no defcrip-
tion here, andis very ufeful in a fami-
ly, but frequently they will tun wild
in woods, parks, chaces, or foréﬁs, and
do infinitely more mifchief than many
vermin naturally wild, and become
entirely the reverfe of what they were
originally intended for:

THEY attack their prey with fur-
prizing ferocity, equal to that of a ti-

ger,
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ger, and are very hurtful in gentle-
men’s grounds, fuch as wood-walks,
pheafantries, chicken-grounds, or
places where poultry is kept; where
they deftroy the young pheafants,
chickens, ducks, rabbits, and leverets.
I have killed feven of thefe Cats in one
week, 1n a gentleman’s chicken-
ground, where they came and deftroy-
ed almoft all hss Chinefe and other
pheafants, Bantam and Guinea fowls, |
and other curious poultry, both domef-
tic and of foreign extra@ion, alfo his
tame rabbits; on all which he fet the
greateft value. I have caught divers |
of them in a warren, who have ram-
bled feveral miles to come for their
prey, for there is a kind of thefe crea-
tures, befides thofe that live in the
woods, which generally refide about

farm-
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farm-houfes, and at night go out to
prowl, and are of no fervice to the
owner. As a proof of this, a farmer
happening to come to the warren, who
lived about three miles diftant, owned
one of the cats killed that morning,
- which had left his houfe the preceding
evening. Ihave caught thirty wild
- Cats in a feafon at the {fame warren,
and we had but two houfes near us,
upwards of a mile diftant each way,
by which'it appears how far thefe ani-
~mals will ramble, in fearch of their

prey.

I Now proceed to the manner of
-taking them; when you find they
- come to any of the fore-mentioned
places, get a common box trap, or
- hutch trap, [pl. IL fig. 1.] fuch as are
ufed
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ufed in warrens; let it be nine inches
wide, full ten inches high in the clear,
-and threefeetlong. Let the ftandards
A. A. be placed in the centre on the
top of the trap, ten inches from each
end ‘B. B. which muft flide up and
down in a groove ; let the ftandards be
_twelve inches high, with a notch cut
in each two "inches deep, and three
quarters of an inch wide, that the
fwords C. C. may have free room to
play by the fide of each other. Let
‘the bridge be eight inches {quare, and
then there will be a clear inch in
length for the bridge to play; then
get apiece of wood, half an inch thick,
and an inch and half {quare, make a
‘hole in the middle, ‘and place it at the
‘bottom of the trap, up againft the
‘back in the centre, afterwards put a
nail
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nail through without a head, and nail
it down to the bottom of the trap, the
nail ftanding up half an inch, then
there will be room for the bridge to
hang on: make a hole at one end of
the bridge in the centre, and place it
on the nail; in the other end put a
ftrong piece of wire, and cut a trigger
hole in the front of the trap towards
the bottom exallly in the middle,
three inches high, and half an inch
wide, D. D. and be careful to have the
infide of the trigger or tiller hole lined
on each fide the edges with : narrow
pieces of tin, which will prevent its
being gnawed, and the trap from be-
ing defaced ; for all vermin, whether
cats, rats, &c. will conftantly gnaw
and {cratch wherever they fee light;
then let the wire E. at the fide of the

F | bridge
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bridge go thro’ the trigger hole D. D.

a fmall matter turned up at the end,
that 1t may hitch to the tiller, which
is the fmall piece of wood tied to the
end of the firing, then fix a little bit
of wood F, half an inch above the
trigger hole, on the outfide of the trap,
as a ftop for the trigger. But fome
;people are apt to put the tiller in the
hole, where i1t often hangs and pre-
vents the trap from ftriking, whereas
if placed as directed, itcannot hangin
the leaft, but muft ftrike and take the
enemy ; whom 1n order to fecure,
when taken, let a piece of wood about
half an inch high be nailed to the bot-
tom of the trap on the infide, clofe to
where the door falls at each end ; this
will hinder any light from coming in,
. fand prevent the vermin from fcratch-

ing
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mg the door up again and efcaping,
as I have known 1t fometimes done.

Tue next flep in the formation of
the trap, is totake out a bit of the
wood from the centre of the top-board
G, {fix inches wide, cut flanting on
one fide and direétly or ftrait down on
the other with a {mall tenant faw,
which will wafte but little of the board,
and may readily be taken in and out,
over the bridge, and 1s convenient to
put the bait in. Fix a fmall piece of
wood under the lid the whole length,
excepting the thicknefs of the fides; to-
keep 1t from fliding in or out, and on
the even fide of the lid put two {mall
wooden hafps, H. H. which will keep
it faft on that fide, and that {ide cut
under or aflant holds faft likewife;

F o thens
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thén in the back part of the trap in
the centre, above the bridge, drive a
nail through, and turn it up with a
hook to hang the bait on. I have now
defcribed the trap to catch this dan-
gerous enemy, with the greateft mi-
nutenefs, but for the reader’s better
underftanding the nature and meaning
of the fame, I have annexed a beauti-
ful copper-plate, containing an exact
view or reprefentation of it, with re-
ferences anfwering to the foregoing
explanation.

T'ars being done, take fome vale-
rian powder, and featter it in and a-
bout the trap ; for they are fond of the
fimell of valerian-root toa degree of
extravagancy, rolling themfelves about
when they come near it, purring, and

leem-
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feeming to be as it were in an ecitacy ;
if you have no valerian at hand, put
fome pieces of marem or cat-thyme
into the trap, which they are likewifc
fond of. Now for your bait, take
fome fithes heads or bones, or a red
herring, rubbing the end of the trap
with the fame, and hang it on the nail
in the back part over the bridge: this
they will eagerly catch at, it be-
ing an ‘obfervation, that Cats love fifh,
but do not love to wet their fect: yet
-1 have known an inftance to the con-
trary, having obferved one of thefe
Cats take the water like a ipaniel after
the water-rats; but this is vcry rarc
and uncommon..

THE bait being placed, take feveral
- red herring_s, tie. them together in:a
F g : ftring,
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ftring, and draw a trail all round where
you think they come, and likewife to
the traps; and if they approach you
need not fear of catching them. If
you find your trap down in the morn-
ing, one caution 1s neceflary, which
is not to lift up the door of the trap
to difcover what kind of animal you
have taken, it being poffible that fome
other vermin may have got in, for if
it thould prove to be a wild Cat, the
moment the fees light, the will ftrike
at your face with her claws, and en-
danger your eye-fight, and ‘probably
make her efcape: having once been
ferved fo myfelf, I'would therefore re-
commend to take a thin fack, draw
the end thereof, to the end of the trap
{o far that it be inthe fack’s mouth,
which you muft draw up tight, then

rattle
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MARTEN CAT.

HIS is a very curious and beau-

tiful animal, not commonly
- known, even by many connoiffeurs in
natural hiftory, and is the largeft of the
ferret-kind ; he feldom or never comes
near any dwelling-houfes or farm-
yards, but delights in folitarinefs, fre-
quenting lone forefts, chaces, woods,
and other defart places: however I
knew one that ufed to run tame a-
bout the kitchen of the Bald-Face-
Stag, on Epping-Foreft ; they have no
ftrong difagreeable fcent, like the pole-

cat,
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cat, weafel and other ftinking animals
of a fimilar nature, but are reckoned
the fweeteft of the vermin-kind: I
caught feveral one winter on the a-
forefaid foreft, and fold their {kins for
four thillings and fixpence each, for
the fake of the fur, which 1S exceed-—
ingly goeod..

THEIR lodging places are inold crows
or magpies nefts, fometimes in a wood=-
pecker’s hole and in hollow trees: I
have traced them: in the fnow, and
when they take to a tree they will go
from one to-another with incredible
{wiftnefs like a {quirrel, till they fet-
tle themfelves in fome or other of the
places before mentioned, where you
are likely to find them. ~ They are ve-
ry fond of birds of all kinds, particu~

larly
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larly the wood-pigeon, or ring-dove,
and turtle-dove, which in the night
time they take from their roofting pla-
ces. Now when you have difcover-
ed by their tracks either in the earth
or fnow where they go, place a com-
mon box or hutch trap fuch as they
ufc in warrens [pl. IL fig. 1.] bait it
with a bird, in the fame manner as 1
before defcribed for the wild cat, pick
off fome of the bird’s feathers, and
ftrew them through the infide of the
trap from one end to the other, and
hang the bird on a nail ; this 1s the way
[ have caught feveral of them, but in
{fome places I have known them hunt-
ed with hounds, when they are fure
‘to lead the dogs through the thickeft
covers they can find. They are not
an animal that abounds in great num-

bers,
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HIS animal is diftinguithed by

various appellations in different
parts of the kingdom being in moft
parts called a Polecat, in fome a For-
met, and in others a Fitchet, and by
onc or other of the above three names
he is known all over England.

He i1s a very fubtle and pernicious
creature, being a mortal enemy to
fowls of all kinds, and doing prodigi-
ous mifchief in warrens, by deftroying
the young rabbits, for when once they
take to a borough, confifting of a large
number of holes or angles, they either
kill or drive the rabbits away, who by

G in-
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inftin& fhun {o dangerous a foe: in
the hen-houfesthey are equally deftruc-
tive, and when they have killed a fowl
they drag it away, if they can get it
through the hole they enter in at, but
they have one good property, that 1s,
that if they can get what they have
killed away, whether fowl or rabbit,
“they will eat of it as long as it remains
fweet, before they return back to
kill any more; in this circumftance
differing from the weafel and ftoat,
who after they have deftroyed their
prey, only {uck the blood outand ve-
ry feldom take it away, but leave the
fleth behind untouched ; if therefore
you mifs any of your fowls, or find a-
ny of them in part devoured, it will be
an almoft infallible criterion for you to
diftinguifh that the mifchief has been
done by thefe vermin.

In



THB PQLECAT 63

Iy order the better to deftroy them
I would recommend this method ; at
night after your fowls are gone to
rooft, mind to {ift fome fand over eve-
ry little hole you fufpect he may come
in at, and look at them again in the
morning early before the fowls are
moving, and you will foon difcern the
prints of their feet by their trampling
about ; then {fet a common hutch trap,
fuch as are ufed in warrens [pl. 1L fig.
1.] and bait it with a piece of fowl or
fmall bird of any kind ; hang the bait
on the nail over the bridge, as has been
obferved before, and if you fhould
catch one of them remember to make
the print of his feet in the fand, which
will enable you the bettér to know it -
another time, which has been my own
conftant pratice, to difcover what

G 2 kind
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kind of vermin have been there in a-
ny fhape, whether made by fprinkling
mould or {and, and if you fhould not
have a hutch trap in your pofieffion,
then put at the place where you have
tracked him a fmall fteel trap, and
place a brick on each fide fo that he
cannot avold coming over the trap,
which muft be covered nicely with
fine mould ; do this in the afternoon,
then cover it with a thin board that
the fowls may not {pring it in going to
rooft, then take the board or fhelter a-
way, and go in the morning before the
fowls move, and if you fhould not
catch him the firft night, obferve the
fame methods for a few nights more
and you will be fure of him.

THE
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HIS animal in fome places 1s
called a Cain, and is the worft

fmall vermin that exifts, for if they
approach to any warren, pheafantry
or chicken-garden, they do incredible
mifchief, for whatever they kill they
feldom eat, but only fuck their blood,
on which account they are more def-
tru&ive and pernicious by far than all
the vermin of the ferret-kind put to-
gether, as I have known one to kill a
dozen fowls in a chicken-garden in
the fpace of one night, and then lct
G 3 them
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them remain behind after having
fucked out the blood at the fide of
the neck ; but I cannot help here tak-
ing notice of a remarkable circum-
- ftance, which is almeft peculiar to. this
fubtle animal, which is, that they will
ftart a hare {from his form and follow
it by the fcent as true as the hound
till he comes up to 1t again; when
they will flyly faften on the fide of the
neck, and there hang till the hare
{inks down with lofs of blood, and
then is left untouched by the Stoat
in regard to the fleth, and 1n this
manner I have thot many Stoats hang-
ing on a hare’s back, for if you fhould
chance to be near where this hap-
pens, you will hear the bare cry,
which will dire& you which way the
affrighted animal Is coming, be then

ready
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ready with your gun, and 1t will be
next to a miracle 1f you mifs fhoot-
ing him.

In the fame manner I have fhot
- thefe vermin in warrens, for in going
by fome of the burrows, I have heard
a rabbit cry under ground, which oc-
cafioned me toremain a fhort time by
the fide of the burrow, when of a fud-
den the rabbit has bolted out with the
Stoat on 1ts back, which I have then
immediately fhot dead, and by this
means have killed great numbers of
. them, |

Now 1n all chicken-gardens and
pheafantries, two or more hutch or box
traps fhould always remain fet under
the walls or pales baited with any fmall

bird,
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bird, chicken, rabbits or fowls guts,
when the perfon who looks after the
fowls may likewife take a proper {ur-
vey of the traps, by which means they
might be caught before they entered
within fide and did the mifchief,
which otherwife muft neceffarily en-
fue. Let the traps be placed on the
outfide, clofe under the walls or pales
with the back part againft the fame,
make a wing or low paling, about
- eighteen inches high, with old pales,
or form a fmall hedge, about the {fame
height from each end of the trap ex-
tending four or five yards-aflant, and
about two or three yards open at the
end from the wall, which will be a
guide for them to -enter into the trap,
for they love to run under f{uch pla-
ces, and unlefs prevented in proper

time
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time by the method here laid down,
they will enter and deftroy great num-
bers of rabbits, pheafants, and poul-
try in a fingle night’s time ; in moft
warrens therefore it is generally cufto-
mary to have traps conftantly fet and
baited, otherwife you would {foon not
have any rabbits left therein. In hare-
warrens likewife, hutch or box traps
thoult be placed in divers parts of the
warren, with the two ends painted
white and rubbed over with the guts
of any animal, which will prevent the
hares from entering in, but allure the
vermin ; let them be always baited as
before obferved, and if you find they
likewife come to your hen-houfes, ufe
the fame method and they will natu-
rally come into the trap and be catch-

ed,
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F~HE Weafel is the {malleft vermin
of the ferret-kind, and isa very
noxious little animal in many particu-
lars refembling the ftoat, laft defcrib-
ed, but is not capable, on account of
its {ize, of doing half fo much mif-
chief, though they will deftroy young
hares, rabbits, and chickens, and,

fucking out their blood leave them
behind ; but in one inftance it is ex-
tremely pernicious in chicken-gardens,
hen-houfes, &c. by fucking the eggs
in great abundance; they begin by

making
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making a {mall hole at one end, at
which they lick the yelk out and leave
the fhell behind, whereas the rats, on
the contrary, always drag the eggs out
of the neft and carry them away, ma-
king a large hole in the egg and {ome-
times break the fhell in half, 1n order
to get to the yelk, which the Weafel
will not, and by the above obfervati-
on you will diftinguith what animal
has deftroyed your eggs, and lay your
trap accordingly. In fome cafes the

Weafel is ferviceable, for they will
kill mice, water rats, young houfe
rats, but the old Norway rat they are
afraid to attack, fhunning him if pof-
fible with the greateft affiduity: they
will likewife deftroy moles, having
fometimes catched them in mole traps.

WHEN
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* Waexn you have difcovered that
they have deftroyed your chickens or
fucked your eggs, get a hutch or box
trap and bait it with a fmall bird or
egg, fprI have catched many by bait-
ing with an' egg, ‘and if - you fhould be
at a lofs to know at which pIace he en-
ters, make fome ﬂlrapes either with
fand or fine mcmld as be&bre deﬁ:rlbed
and’ when you have difcovered which
way he comes, piacc fomé fmall fteel
traps and it will be a thoufand to one
but what you catch him ; and When
yon have taken 'my of theﬂ: Vermln,
maké an lmpreﬁion gF their feet in
fome fine fand, and you will be able
to diftinguifh them another time : and
if this was ftri@tly obferved, it would
be poffible for you to know if even a
moul€had entered your parlour or di-
H ning



ning-room, by {ifting fome fand all o-
ver the bottom of -the room at night,
the laft thing you do; then lock the
door and in the morning you will {fee
which way they.come in and. out ;
which remark . will ferve for all thefe
kind of vermin in general. Icenclude
my account of thiscreature.in defcrib-
ing -an .odd -method. by which T have
killed them, viz. when I have obfery-
ed one yun into a hedge, by ﬁandmg
at a proper diftance from .the place,
and imitating the 1queaking of a
moufe, I have. enticed the Wealel to
come out to the fide of the hedge and
then fhot him dead, and by this means
1 have deftroyed feveral of them.

THE
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F thefe- animals’ there are two
kinds or {pecies, the white Fer-
ret, and the polecat Ferret, fo called
from its great relemblance to the pole-
cat, but they are certainly two diftinét
animals, though by many -perfons i--
magined to be one and the fame, and
‘confounded ‘together ; -and as a proof
~of this diftin&ion, I have had feveral
excellent Ferrets killed by the polecat
when turned into the rabbit burrows,
~wherein the polecat had taken prlor
- pofieffion.

'H 2 FER-
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FerrETs are much ufed by the
warreners in the following manner;
when the young rabbits become of a
tolerable bignefs or growth, they go to
the holes where they have been ob-
ferved with a Dog-Ferret, and turn
him in with a long fmall line tied
f round his neck and the otherend of
the line intheir hands; if ‘he goes a
confiderable 'way “in and finds: no
game, they draw him out ‘again and
put him into another hole ; ‘and when
they perceive by the line that 'hae'has
firuck at one of them, the line is gen-
“tly dr’awn out, and he WIH brlng ‘the
rabbit out in his mouth ; the Ferret’s
throat is then prefled or fqueezed clofe
in-order that he may quit his prey,
‘and then he is turned in again, this
method the reader may pra&ice with

{uc-
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fuccefs, and take all the young rabbits
out of their burrows, be their number
never {o great, but one caution is ne-
ceflary to be obferved,’ which is, not 4
to lay the rabbits as you teke them, in
the wind of the Ferret, this will baulk
your fport, for if he fcents or winds
- them he will not "keep in the ground ;
in the courfe of my practice I have tri-
ed a great number of holes, in fome of
which he has gonefix or feven fathom
in almoft firait or horizontal angles,
generally about three or four feet deep
under the earth before he found his
prey, but thefeare too great lengths to
draw them, and would be lofing too
much time, but if you find the rabbits
at about three fathom deep it will an-
fwer your purpofe, though you may
“try different angles or holes, and take

' H 3 your
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your game at the mgheﬂ: the above
method is what is termed drawing
them with a Line-Ferret.

In the winter feafon when you are
| endea:.reurmg to take the rabbits, and
you cannot get them to bolt-or come
out of their holes, the following expe-
dient may be put into execution in or-
der to take great numbers of them to-
gether ; make ufe of the Line-Ferret
as before, turn him into one of the
holes or angles till he finds them, but
let him not remain there long enough
to lay hold of the rabbits, then put him
in at another, and fo in like manner
into all, and in the nigheft angle you
find them, there turn in the Ferret
and let him lie while you can found
him, what is meant by founding is you

muft



THE FERRET &

muft liften about where you think the
line goes, with your ear to the ground,
and where you hear him dig a trench
crofs the hole, juft behind the place
where you founded down to the line,
then follow the line till you come to
him, and in all probability you will
take a great number of rabbits, and
this is the reafon of trying the Ferret
in fo many different angles before you
let him lie, for by this means they are
driven together, for if you was to let
him lie at firft, perchance you might
have the trouble of digging for only a
fingle rabbit, for they do not keep in
any great degree together till driven fo
by't-he means aforefaid, but remember
not to muzzle your Line-Ferret.

ANOTHER
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AnxoTHER method of catching them
is by what is termed flarting or bolt-
ing ; to this end take the bitch or fhe
Ferret and muzzle and ufe it in this
manner, where there are any rabbits
in burrows or at hedges which you in-
tend to deftroy; when you firft ap-
proach to the place remember to take
the wind of it and 'fix a fmall purfe-
net, made for the purpofe, called a
Flan in fome countries, at each hole,
do this as flill and filent as pofiible,
then put in the Ferrets at the lee-fide
of the burrow, in order that you may
have the wind of the rabbits, and ftand
at the lee-fide yourfelf not making the
leaft noife, for though many perfons
have a notion, that do what you will
the rabbits will not ftart, yet this is a
miftake, for if they hear a noife above

ground
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ground. they will fly down into their
lower holes till they can run no further,
then the Ferret gets behind them and
fcratches them till they bleed, in which
{ituation it is impofiible for him to get:
before to drive them out into the net,
and this is the reafon I enjoin a ftrict
filence, for then he catches them in
“their upper angles on which tht,y bolt
out immediately, for they never lie in
_the lower ones till they are difturbed
above ground ; it is therefore a mifta-

ken notion of a great many people to
‘hunt and drive in all the rabbits they
can find before they put the Ferrets
into the ground, but this method is en-
tirely wrong, if you intend to ftart or
bolt them, for if they are once driven
to ground 1t s ten to one if they move,
~but will lic and be feratched to death:
: but
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but if you hunt them witha Line-Fer-
ret, you will then have nothing to do
but to found your Ferretand dig them
out as before diredted.

I' smaryL here beg leave to make a
remark relative toa bad practice of the
warreners, who make too frequent ufe
of Ferrets, which method I-entirely
difapprove of ; for, was I in poffeflion
“of a warren, which I occupied for my
livelihood, I" would never put a Fer-
ret into-the ground at all, as it'does a
warren infinite prejudice and damage ;
it makes the rabbits forfake their own
“home and run away and lie out till
they are killed, for they have a fixed
antipathy againft' entering into the
ground where there is the leaft fmell
of the Ferret; they have the fame dif-

| like
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like to other vermin, and the Ferret is
as bad as any of them ; my own me-
thod of catching rabbits is by nets made
into pound pitches and then youn may
fort .them as you .think proper, the
beft you -turn.over the net and the
worft you may kill; on the contrary
the ‘Fcrret has no refpe&t to either

but will deftroy the good as well as
the bad.

TrEe Ferret, as has been before ob-
ferved, in many inftances refembles
the polecat,.and .if one fhould get a-
way from his hutch and get into the
garden or field, if you fhould chance
to get him again, he becomes fo wild
that you can fcarcely venture to touch
him. I have catched thematthe hen-
houfe in a farm yard where they come

to
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to kill the fowls, for bemg fet by fome
people todrive out the rats, they fome-
times lofe one, when he rpi’f:}#’ﬁ* about
as the polecat does; and will' {fome-
times feed upon young rats, butas to
the old ones thofe he “does not choofe
toface, for I have had {éveral good Fer-
rets as could be; all beat by an old rat,
which they will not touch except they
are very tharp fet and hungry, -this ex-
periment I have made by keeping one
fafting for a day and a night, and then
he killed an old fierce rat and cat him
prefently "This affords @ ufeful leffon,
for if you are gmng to make ufe 6f
your Ferrets for any bufinefs keepthem
fafting for fome time before, they be-
ingof a very fluggith difpofition, ‘and
when their bellies are fall' they w*f]‘l
not hunt after any thu‘rg‘ or ‘Wwork in
the
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the leaft : I have often turned them in-
to holes after the rats, when if they
find a neft of young ones, they will
eat them, and if fufficient to fatisfy
their hunger they will hunt after no
more prey but fall a fleep, for they on-
ly go in fearch of it to ferve them-
felves, and when their bellies are full
you may hunt by yourfelf; this is the
true nature of the Ferret.

In fome places people employ them
inftead of cats, in deftroying rats, when

they often prove of good fervice efpe-
cially in under floors of any kind, and
when they lie between the Boards,
But i ceilings and common fewers
they are not fo ferviceable; in the firfk
they can do no good, and in the lat-
ter they do not care to wet their feet :

I € X~















g2 THE NORWAY RAT.

will find their way up them where
there is no grate, and if there is one,
they will gnaw through a foft brick,
and {cratch the dirt out by the fide of
the thore into it, and there lie dry,
- which often ftops upand greatly detri-
ments the fthore. If there are any hog-
fties, where hogs are fattening in win-
ter time, the Rats without doors, a-
bout the buildings will rePair to the
fties ; they arc very apt to get under
the ﬂoars, grcatly to the damage of
the houfes ; they will likewife get be-
hind the wainfcots and incielings, and
make a noife that is very difagreeable
to the family : it is neceflary therefore
to mind where they go in and out, for
fome way or other they muft of necef-
fity have, as they cannot long remain
there without meat and water. In

order
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order therefore, for the better difcove-
ry of the fame, fift fome fand about,
and if any move, you will eafily fee
which way they go, for this is an infal-
lible method to betray all vermin ; in
the fame manner, if the comparifon
may be allowed, as Daniel in the apo-
crypha traced the footfteps of the men,
women and children coming in at the
private door, by means of fifting fome
athes. In the country fometimes they
will lie out in the fields and hedges as
long as any corn remains upon the
ground, and breed in the moft prolific
manner, for I have known them fre-
quently bring forth twelve young ones
at one time ; and Ionce caught an old
female Rat, that had given fuck with
fixteen teats; and as a ftill farther proof
of their fruitfulnefs, I have known

8 them
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fame s fo that the ftacks or ricks have
been obliged to be thatched again.

HaviNe given a general defcripti-
on of thefe animals, I proceed to point
out the metheds of catching them in
the various places they haunt ; whe-
ther in the cellars, fhores, hog-ities,
barns, ftables, flaughter-houfes, brew-
houfes, ftill-houfes, or any other place,
be it what it wil. When you have
difcovered their haunt, you muft put

a trap, hereafter to be defcribed, as
near the place as poflible; put a {mall
- piece of ftick acrofs under each end of
the trap, near the {tandard, to prevent
it from falling down or firiking, and
it will remain in the fame pofition a8
fet, and the Rats have free liberty to

go









98 THE NORWAY RAT.

fhift with one trap only, in which cafe
you are obliged to move your trap a-
bout, which makes themfhy, and mil-
fing fome of their companions renders '
them ftill thyer; mind therefore to
have a trap at each place, {ct them all
to feed at the faine time, and put a lit-
tle bundle of firaw at cach end, that
they may go in and out privately; and
if you cannot get any firaw, fhelter
each end of the trap with fome old
boards, and keep them as private as
poffible, for this they like, and it will
anfwer your intent the better. When
your traps are all fet, asmnear the pla-
ces where they runias you can, you
muft feed them after the ‘following
manner : put -fome ~of the feed (the
recipe to prepare which will be here-
after given) at their holes, {catter a lit- |
+tle §
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tle quite up to the end of the trap and
{o long to the bridge within-fide, and
there put a handful. When this is
performed at each trap, you muft flay
two or three nights before you go to
them, andyou will fee which trap they
have eaten out of ; perhaps from all
of them, or poflibly from only one, as
{ometimes they are very fhy; for 1
have known them to eat the food pre-
pared for them from their holes quite
up to the trap, fora week before they
would enter in; but when once they
have entered in, and find they are not
hurt, they will then come freely e-
nough, In the next place when you
go round to take a furvey of your
traps, take notice of thofc they have
eaten out of and put fome more food
in, but after the firft time of feeding

K them,
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them, you nced only put an handful
on the bridge. Make it your rule to
take this furvey in the morning, and
when you perceive they come to feed
boldly and freely, then is the proper
time to think of taking them ; but for
two or three nights previous_ to your
catching them, when you have given
them food in the morning, remember
to look at the traps again at night;
for if it be a quiet place they will feed
by day-light, and where this happens,
{et thofe traps going in the day-time,
and the reft in the evening; and as
they are caught take them out of the
trap by means of a little wire cage;
which is defcribed at the end of the
Rat trap ftruck in [pl. V.] afterwards
put them into the large cage, proceed
in this manner till bed-time, and then
put
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put up all your traps again that they
cannot firike, by means of a fmall
piece of flick laid acrofs under the ends,
as before mentioned, and put fome
more foad 1n them, for two or threc
nights longer, till they are become
bold ; then fet them all again; and
this may be tranf{ated without break-
ing your reft in the leaft; but in fome
places, where they lie in the cielings
or behind the wainfcots, they are not
in motion till the houfe is flill, and
the family gone to reft, and where
this happens you muft {it up later, and
when any perfon has this book in his
pofleffion; by following the direCtions
therein carefully, he may eafily get the
better of thefe vermin..

| K2 WHEN
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WaeN I have been catching thefe
vermin at any nobleman’s or gentle-
man’s houfe, after having been ablent
for fome time, I have been obliged to
it up all the night, in order to keep
their numbers under : but when a per-
fon is in the houfe or near the premi-
fes, there is no neceffity of his lofing
his reft, or attending in fo clofe a man-
ner, becaufe he may take his opportua-
nity to catch them when he thinks
proper ; and on any night he fixes for
that purpofe, if any bufinefs inter-
vencs that he cannot conveniently put
his defign into execution, then let him
give them a little food again, and they
will not be balked. Be certain to re-
member this piece of advice; for when
the Rats come for their fupper, and
you have neglected to leave them any,

then
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then they will be difappointed, and o-
bliged to go to other places in fearch
of food : therefore when you have fome
at feed, mind to keep them there at
the different places, to which they will
come with the greateft regularity, if
not balked ; fo continue ftill feeding
‘them, never negleCting a fingle night,
till you have a leifure evening ; and
‘that-will encourage ‘them to be bold
and come frecly. -Obferve that night
that you- fet your-traps going, to lay
food that they cannot carry away, and
-put a little on the'bridge, and on each
fide, that you may be fure of catching
~what comes to feed ; and if in going
round to your traps two or three times,
-you obferve one of them that has not
ftruck, firike it yourfelf ; for fome-
times they will not go down eafily,  if
K3 they
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they ftand long but fet hard, then the
Rats will eat the food out and not
firike the trap. Now as they are caught
go round and take them out with your
{mall cage, and put them into the large
one: in this manner I have caught
feventy-two in one night’s time, tho’
fometimes in that trap where they fed
the beft I have not caught one rat ac-
cording to expetation. I this fhould
happen to you, be not in: the leaft dif-
couraged ; for they will come again,
and this difappointment may have been
occafioned by their having met with:
" fome other vermin in their way; for
fometimes a weafel, ftoat, or polecat,
~will go in and balk your traps as they
leave 2 moft intolerable ftench behind
them, very difagreeable to the Rats;
and in the courfe of my pradtice, I have

caught
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caught great numbers of the animals
juft before mentioned, but more par-
ticularly the polecat, all in the rat-
traps ; by which it is evident how na-
turally thefe vermin will follow one
another, when prowling in the night
after their prey; but thefe events.
which now and then happen, ought
not, in the leaft, to flacken your dili-
gence ; for by care and perfeverance,
and by following the above rules, you
- will foon take and deftroy thefe terri-
ble and fubtle domeftic enemies,

Tue following cautionsiare necefla-
ry in removing them from the trap.to
the cage : When you go round in or-
der to.furvey your traps and find one
down, take the fmall wire cage, and
put it clofe to the right hand end,

which
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which is the handieft method of =iaking
‘them out, unlefs the trap fltands in
fuch a pofition that you cannot com-
mand that end. When you have pla-
ced the cage properly, pull that end of
the-trap up next yourright hand, juft
high enough for the rat to come out
into the cage, let the candle ftand
down by the cage, which you -muf}
‘hold ‘faft -with your hand, that they
may not drive it away ; for fometimes
‘when they fee light, they will fpring
or bolt out ‘with fuch velocity, that
except you hold the cage tight, and
clofe ‘to the trap, ‘they will drive it a-
way, and fo efcape. At other times
they are fulky, and will not come out
1if they can help it; in this cafe you
‘muft make a noife, or rattle againft
the
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the other end of the trap, and they
will foon bolt out into the cage. Ano-
ther piece of advice is here neceffary,
for when one Rat has come out you
may pofiibly think there are no more
in the trap and take the cage away;
but be certain of this firft ; for I have
had feven at one time in the fame
trap. By obferving this rule you will
be enabled to guard againft any of
them now getting away, after you
have been at the trouble of taking
them.

I smaLL now give the reader a ve-
‘ry minute and exact defcription of the
make and conftruCtion of the trap,
made ufe of in the foregoing inftan-
“ces, which, with the print annexed,
will
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will give him a full, perfet, and ade-
quate idea of the fame, which is made
in the following manner: Take three
boards [pl. IIl] two feet two inches
long, let the two fides ftand on the
bottom nine inches high, by nine
inches wide 1n the clear ; then take a
thick bit of wood three inches wide,
and put it in the top of the trapin the
centre, for the upright ftandard E.
[pl. IV.] togo in; in the front of the
trap at the bottom, cut a hele for the
trigger, half an inch wide and three
inches high B B ; line the infide of the
hole with fome pieces of tin about an
inch wide, that they may not deface
the infide of the trap, for a Rat will
always gnaw and {cratch wherever |
he fees any light : then take two pie- |
ces of board to go in even or level at

each
: |
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each end and under thefe pieces take
two fhort pieces, fix inches high to go
in eafy, nailing the top down to thefe
at each end, and then hanging the top
pieces F F within an inch of the end
neareft the centre, they will go up and
“down together. In the centre, at the
bottom of the trap againft the back,
take a piece of wood two inches long
and half an inch thick, make a hole in
the centre of it, then put a nail
through without a head, nail 1t down
to the bottom of the trap, and let the
nail ftand up halt an inch, m order to
hang the bridge on: then take a piece
of half inch board, five inches wide,
and feven inches and a half long, make
a hole at one end in the centre, and
at the other end put a ftrong bit of
wire D, and let it come through the

trig-
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trigger hole BB, bent and turned up at
the extremity a quarter of an inch,
that 1t may hitch or faften to the trig-
oer, and over the trigger-hole about
half an mnch, naila little piece of woed
C about two inches long, in order to
ftop the tiller, to prevent its going in- -
to the trigger-hole ; let your ftandard
E, at the top of the trap, be five inch-
es high with a notch in the centre op-

~ pofite the trigger hole; let it be half an

inch wide and two inches down ; then
you muft put a {mall nail at each end,
to both which tic a ftring and bring
them through the notch in the ftand-
ard and tie them both together ; then
cut one end off, and bringing the other
end down tie it to the trigger, which |
is the fmall piece of wood tied to the |
end of the ftring, in order to fet the |

trap, |
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trap, swhichomuft bei fet up about: fix
-or feven 'inches “high rat jeach end.

Theintent of having the under pieces
-but {ix inches high, is, that you may
be enabled to take them out with the
-greater {afety; for when youn-place the
‘{mall wire cage at the end of!ithe trap,
othen lift the end thereof level or even

Swith the fmall hole 4t the: fide of the

~cage, -and there will be fufficient room

.'z 3

Hop: ﬁheﬁﬁat too 80 m:tur i:het cage very

eaﬁ]y 1,901 auikib

s

Hyvtme d&ﬁmlb’&‘d thf.‘: imp, I now
ﬁroaﬁeﬁ! ‘to’:another particulary which
is, that you niuft-put. it cintora:large
box, in order to keep other animals
‘from/eating" the' food. prepared:for the
Rat-‘; Eijﬁi likewife>to hinder the:dogs
diaal winows ligs obiw Yed Hpam

T
AW
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- from coming to. ity for {ometimes,
“when they find a trap where the Rats
come to feed, they will lie by it and
balk the Rats.. This Box, therefore,
is a fafe-guard or defence for them,
for when any: thing -diftarbs  them,
~ they will run in at the holes at’ each
end of the bottom of the box to fave
themfelves, and when the ends of the
trap are fheltered, they will feed qui-
etly; if therefore  your dogs thould
come and difturb the traps, you muit
balk them, and during your abfence
mind to lock the boxes to keep any
perfon from them, which has always
been my conﬁant:pra&ice;-;,_ indl e

Tue box [pl. IV. fig. 2.) 1s made in
this manner 3| three feet long, a foot
and half wide, and twenty inches high,

with
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with two fmall holes E, one at each
end, at the back, clofe to the bottom
of the box, about three inches diame-
ter or Iquare as you like; then the
Rats can go in and out without being
difturbed, and no other animal can
take their food but themfelves. Let
the infide traps have a pound weight
of theet lead nailed on at each end,
which will make them firike quick,
and keep the end down; for I have
known them to get out of thefe traps
for want of {ufficient weight : and for
the more effeCtually preventing them
from getting their nofes under the end
and hfting them up, take a fmall piece
of wood aninch wide, and three quar-
ters of an inch thick, and put it acrofs
at the bottom in the infide at each
end, that the end of the trap may

| ) firike
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{trike dewn flufh without fide. Let
this piece of - wood be lined with tin,
that they may not gnaw itaway. Let
the traps; be made -of ftout ineh-fir,
which is the beft: wood you can make
ufe of ; for that will never warp nor
bend as other wood does ; but any old
packing boxes will do for the outfide.
If they are not exaly made as I have
already prefcribed, they will anfwer
the intent, yet if you are obliged to
make new ones, they -may as well be
made according to the direGions be-
fore given; but if it is a quiet plac:e
where' you can. lock the doer, or in.a
barn, or the outfide of a barn at the
farm-houfe, the following trap may be
ufed with great advantage and eflica-
¢, which. is the common hutch or box

i trap,
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trap, which however, muft be thelter-
ed at each end as before dire&ted. This
trap the reader is referred to [plate IL.
fio. 1] and likewife to the defcription
of the {ame, inthe accouns of the wild
cat, in page 49 of this work. And
here I beg leave to give a general cau-
tion to the reader, which is, to follow
the direGions laid down in the prece-
ding pages, and pra&ife them by him-
felf; for company will balk the fport;
and when once the traps are balked,
the blame will fall upon the author,
who is not'in' the leaft in fault ; for he
will maintain and abide by EVETY In-
ftruction before given to be exadily
juft and true. Remember likewife,
that they are a very fubtle vermin, for
if they In the léaft fufpe@ what you
arc about, you cannot: catch ‘them,

| 3 for
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for I would not have you imagine that
any kind of vermin will ever enter a
trap, knowing it to be one; on the
contrary, you muit entice and encou-
rage them, by the means before laid
and enable you- to catch them with
the greateft tacility imaginable. Now
when. you haye fet:all your traps to
work, you. will: want; to fcent them,
which.mufl be performed. in this man-
ner, take twenty drops. of the oil of
rhodium, {ix or. feven grains of muik,
half.an ounce of the. oil.of; annifced,
put_them in & fmall phial, for, ufe
and. before you. fet the traps, fthake
them well together;, then. {cent. your
traps as follows: Take a {mall piece of
paper twifted up, dipit in the bottle
and rub each end-of the trap, and

| like-
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wife the holes at each end of the box,
leave the paper; in.each trap, and put
two or three drops on the bridge, and
let every trap be-ferved in this, man-
ner ; the reafon of mixing thele three
ingredients together is that I have al-
ways tried it with fuccefs, for in fome
places. the Rats love the {mell. of rho-
dium, in others they like the fmell of
muik, and again in other places they
love the fmellof annifeed : on this. ac-
count I mix them all' together, that
the fcent.of either one or other of the
ingredients. may entice and allure them
to the trap.  Another piece of inftruc-
tion is neceflary to be given: when
you firft fet your traps to work, differ-
ent means.are to be uled according to
the different places you are catching
at it it 1s a dog-kennel, put fome

{mall
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{mall pieces of boiled fleth about in
the trap, as well as- the feed; ifin a
*ﬂaughtcr-houfe, put fome fmall bits of
fat, or {mall pieces of guts; ifina
brew-houfe put {fome malt ; if in a
ftill-houfe put fome of the meal ; if in
a mill, the fame; if in a barn, putin
fome corn as well as the feed, and {o
likewife i all other inftances. 'The
reafon of this method of proceeding s,
in whatever places your traps are fet;
put fome of the fame things in the
trap as they have been before ufed to;
for then they have not fo great a no-
tion of its being a trap; you muft not
ufe any of the fcenting in the feed, for
there is nothing they are fo fond of in
their food as the oil of carraways.

The
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The Recipe bow to make the Food
“op Heed,

Take a pound of good flour, three
ounces of treacle, and fix drops of the
oil of carraways, put them all into a
bowl and rub them well together till it
looks all alike; be fure to mix it well,
then put a pound of the crumb of
bread to it; for they like the bread
mixt with their feed better than the
feed alone, it being too lufcious, for
which reafon they do not like it fo
well by itfelf; but that night on which
you catch, put no bread toit, left they
fhould 'c&rrjr_ it'‘away.

THERE 1S @ néceﬁiﬁy for your hav-
ing two. wire cages, one fmall one, [pl.
| 1L
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I fig. 2.] ufed in going round your
traps 1n order to take the vermin out
to put them into the larger one, made
in the manner following :

Tae fmall wire cage muft be thus
confiru@ed ; let it be nine inches in
length by nine wide, four inches and:
a half high witha fall ix it at one end
and a door at the other, the firft tolet:
them in at and the other to let them
out into the great cage, which muft be
made as follows: Let it be twenty
inches long, nine inches wide, and
eight inches. high, with.a fall at one
end to let them in from the {mall cage,
and a door on- the tep .to take them
out at; now when you are catching,
fet your great cage out of the way at
fome diftance that the other Rats may

not
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mot hear them fqueak, for that w i
baulk your fport and occaﬁon them to
run away. :In the morning, if you do
not chufe to drown them, perhaps you
-will want to bunt thofé you have tak-
SE11J’ ;,and._- know not -how to take them
pout.at the top of the great cage; but
.,I_thls may be done very eafily; for if
_you .do not hurt them, they will not
_bite you ; for by ﬁandmg together all
_ n}ght in. the trap. they are cowed and
~have not the leaft notion of biting, un-
lefs you fhould happen to fqueeze them
~too hard but you may take them out
one. b}: one, with your hand very fafe—-
{.'fly Now th:s matter 1s a fecret for
_we. always mculca,tc the notion that
~ they will bite you terribly, unlefs you
. rub your , hands with fqmc kind of in-
wredient or other, I was once of that

opi-
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opinion myfelf, ‘but ‘am ' now better
conivinced : indeed when there are'but
four or five left behind in'the trap,
‘they are apt to be very violent and out-
rageous, you may then take them and
“{hake them out to your dog. There
is a wide diﬁ'éfeﬁcé in the temper and
| difpuﬁtion_Of thefe animals ; for fome
are fo favage and untamed that they
will fet up their baeks, looking very
“fiercely and crying out, if you do-but
“ook at them; but when you meet with
one of this kind, fhake him well in the
gage to_gathér, Wlth ‘the reft, zin_d*r"it}B—
{erve when he has put His héad ambiig
the others, and ‘take him out ‘Iby “His
tail and- he will riot bité you ; bt 6b-
ferve when you have firft catched them
~do not go to hardle them ditcQlly, for

' a.:;!}
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tle quite up to the end of the trap and
fo long to the bridge within-fide, and
there put a handful. When this is
performed at each trap, you muft ftay
two or three nights before you go to
them, andyou will {fee which trap they
have eaten out of ; perhaps from all
of them, or poflibly from only one, as
fometimes they are very fhy; for ¥
have known them to eat the food pre-
parcd for them from their holes quite
up to the trap, fora week before they
would enter in ; but when once they
have entered in, and find they are not
hurt, they will then come freely e-
nough, In the next place when you
go round to take a furvey of your
traps, take notice of thofe they have
caten out of and put fome more food
in, but .after the firly time of feeding
bere] S them,
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them, you need only put an handful
on the bridge. Make it your rule to
take this furvey in the morning, and
when you perceive they come to feed
boldly and freely, then is the proper
time to think of taking them ; but for
two or three nights previous to your
catching them, when you have given
them food in the morning, remember
to look at the traps again at night;
for if it be a quiet place they will feed
by day-light, and where this happens,
{et thofe traps going in the day-time,
and the reft in the evening; and as
they are caught take them out of the
trap by means of a little wire cage;
which is defcribed at the end of the
Rat trap ftruck in [pl. V.] afterwards
put them into the large cage, proceed
in this manner till bed-time, and then

put
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put up all your traps again that they
cannot f{trike, by means of a fmall

piece of ftick laid acrofs under the ends,
as before mentioned, and put fome
more food i them, for two or threc
nights longer, till they are become
bold ; then fet them all again; and
this may be tranfacted without break-
ing your reft in the leaft; but in fome
places, where they lie in the cielings
or behind the wainfcots, they are not
m motion till the houfe is fiill, and
the family gonesto reft, and where
this happens you muft fit uplater, and
when any perfon has this book in his
pofleflion, by following the direGions
therein carefully, he may eafily get the
better of thefe vermin,

K2 WHEN
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Waex 1 have been catching thefe
vermin at any nobleman’s or gentle-
man’s houff: after having been abient
for fome t:me, I have been obliged to
fit up all the night, in order to keep
their numbers under : but when a per-
fon is in the houfe or near the premi-
{es, there is no neceflity of his lofing
his reft, or attending in fo clofe a man-
ner, becaufe he may take his opportu-
nity to catch them when he thinks
proper ; and on any night he fixes for
that purpofe, if any bufinefs inter-
venes that he cannot conveniently put
his defign into execution, then let him
give them a little food again, and they
will not be balked. Be eertain to re-
member this piece of advice; for when
the Rats come for their fupper, and

you have neglﬂ-&ed to leave them any,
then

b9
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then they will be difappointed, and o-
bliged to go to other places in {earch
of food : therefore when you have fome
-at feed, mind to keep them there at
the different places, to which they will
come with the greateft regularity, if
not balked ; fo' continue {till feeding
them, never neglecting a f{ingle night,
till you have a leifure evening ; and
that will encourage them to be bold
and come freely.  ‘Obferve that night
that you fet your traps going, to lay
food that they cannot carry away, and
put a little on the bridge, and on each
fide, that you may be fure of catching
what comes to feed ; and if in going
round to your traps two or three times,
you obferve one of them that has not
firuck, ftrike it yourfelf; for fome-
times they will not go down eafily, if

K3 they
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they ftand long but fet hard, then the
Rats will eat the food out and not
firike the trap. Now as they are caught
go round and take them out with your
Imall cage, and put them into the large
onc: 1in this manner I have caught
feventy-two in one night’s time, tho’
‘{ometimes in that trap where they fed
the beft I have not caught one rat ac-
cording to expe&tation. If this thould
happen to you, be not in the leaft dif-
couraged ; for they will come again,
and this difappointment may have been
occafioned by their having met with
fome other vermin m themr way ; for
fometimes a wealfel, ftoat, or polecat,
will go in and balk your traps as they
leave a moft intolerable ftench behind
them, very difagreeable to' the Rats ;
and in the courfe of my pra&tice, I have

& caught
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caught great numbers of the animals
juft before mentioned, but more par-
ticularly the polecat, all in the rat-
traps; by which it 1s evident how na-
turally thefe vermin will follow one
another, when prowling in the night
after their prey; but thefe events.
which now and then happen, ought
not, in the leaft, to flacken your dili-
gENCE ; for by care and perfeverance,
and by following the above rules, you
will foon take and deftroy thefe terri--
ble and fubtle domeftic enemies,

Tre following cautions are necefla-
ry in removing them from the trap to
the cage : When you go round in or-
der to furvey your traps and find one
down, take the {mall wire cage, and
put it clofe to the right hand end,
which
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which 1s the handieft method of taking
them out, unlefs the trap ftands in
fuclra pofition that you cannot com-
mand that end. When you have pla-
ced the cage properly, pull that end of
the trap up next your right hand, juft
high enough for the rat to come out
into the cage, let the candle ftand
down by the cage, which you muft
hold faft with your hand, that they
~may not drive it away ; for fometimes
when they fee light, they will {pring
or bolt out with fuch wvelocity, that
except you hold the cage tight, and
clofe to the trap, they will driveit a-
way, and {o- efcape. At other times
they are fulky, and will not come out
if they can helpit; in this cafe you
muft make a noife, or rattle againft .

idthe



. - = 2 J
5?%71, L7 d-u"‘,‘rm }--.'-_,Z,-—: 0y
. " E P

THE NORWAY RAT. 107

the other end of the trap, and they
will {foon bolt out into the cage. Ano-
ther piece of advice 1s here neceflary,
for when one Rat has come out you
may poffibly think there are no more
in the trap and take the cage away ;
but be certain of this firft ; for I have
had feven at one time in the fame
trap. By obferving this rule you will
be enabled to guard againft any of
them now getting away, after you
have been at the trouble of taking
them.

I smaLr now give the reader a ve-
ry minute and exa&t defcription of the
make and conftruction of the trap,
made ufe of in the foregoing inftan-
ces, which, with the print annexed,

will
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will give him a full, perfe&, and ade-
quate idea of the {ame, which is made
in the following manner: Take three
boards [pl. IIL] two feet two inches
long, let the two fides ftand on the
bottom nine inches high, by nine
inches wide in the clear ; then take a
thick bit of wood three inches wide,
and put it in the top of the trapin the
centre, for the upright ftandard E.
[pl. IV.] to go in; in the front of the
trap at the bottom, cut a hole for the
trigger, half an inch wide and three
inches high B B ; line the infide of the
hole with fome pieces of tin about an
inch wide, that they may not deface
the infide of the trap, for a Rat will
always gnaw and {cratch wherever
~he fees any light : then take two pie-
ces of board to go in even or level at

cach
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each end and under thefe pieces take
two fhort pieces, fix inches high to go
in eafy, nailing the top down to thefe
at each end, and then hanging the top
pieces F F within an inch of the end
neareft the centre, they will go up and
"down together. In the centre, at the
bottom of the trap 4gainft the back,
take a piece of wood two inches long
and half an inch thick, make a hole in
the centre of it, then put a nail
through without a head, nail i1t down
to the bottom of the trap, and let the
nail ftand up half an inch, in order to
hang the bridge on: then take a piece
of half inch board, five inches wide,
and feven inches and a half long, make
a hole at one end in the centre, and
at the other end put a ftrong bit of
wire D, and let it come through the

trig-
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trigger hole BB, bent and turned up at
the extremity a quarter of an inch,
that 1t may hitch or faften to the trig-
ger, and over the trigger-hole about
half an inch, nail a little piece of wood
C about two inches long, in order to
ftop the tiller, to prevent its going in-
to the trigger-hole ; let your ftandard
E, at the top of the trap, be five inch-
es high with a notch in the centre op-
pofite the trigger hole; let it be half an
inch wide and two inches down ; then
you muft put a fmall nail at each end,
to both which tie a ftring and bring
them through the notch in the ftand-
ard and tie them both together ; then
cut one end off; and bringing the other
end down tie it to the trigger, which
is the {mall piece of wood tied to the
end of the firing, in order to fet the

'rd trap,
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then they are fo mad and furious that
they will bite any thing.

I smaLy here give the reader ano-
ther maxim I have often followed ve-
ry fuccefsfully ; if you find the holes
quiet and no rats to ufe them, it will
then be incumbent on you to flop
them up in this manner to prevent o-
thers from entering therein : Take a
pint of common tar, half an ounce of
pearl athes, an ounce of oil of vitriol,
and a good handful of common falt,
mix them all well together in any old
deep pan; get fome pieces of paper and
put fome of the above mixture very
thick on the paper, and place enough
of this into the holes fufficient to ftop
them, and then let the bricklayer

M make
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make good after you ; and if you thould
find any of the holes opened again, it
is certain you had not put in a fuffici-
ent quantity, then put in {ome more,
and if it s done as it ought, they will
never approach there any more, while
either fmell or tafte remains in it ; now
by ftopping the holes,in the fhores in
town, where they come up, with the
above mixture, I have kept a gentle-
man’s houfe entirely clear and never
have caught one fingle Rat.

Now fometimes they will get in be-
hind the wainfcot and in the ceiling, .
in town, and not come out .into the
houfe, but remain there and become
very troublefome, and this 1s a very
bad cafe: in order therefore to make

themn forfake thefe places, find out a
{mall
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{mall hole or crack, then take a hand-
ful of common falt and put it in at the
hole or crack, and pour upon the falt
a fpoonful or two of the oil of vitriol,
and this will make fuch a fumigation
or fmoke, that they cannot bear it,
then ftop the hole or crevice again
that the {inoke may not come out, do
this iIn two or three places as near
where you hear they are as you can,
and it will caufe them to forfake thofe
places. This method is very fafe, as
no damage can pofiibly enfue to the
wainfcot from the {inoak.

I smaLL now point out a method to
kill them where you cannot fet a trap
for them : Take a quart of the fame
food before made ufe of in taking
them in traps, then rafp three figs of

M 2 nux
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nux vomica, add to thefe a quarter of
a pound of crumb of bread, mix them
all well together, and this will be their
certain bane, but firft give them fome
without the nux vomica figs for two
or three fucceeding nights, and when
they find it agrees with them, they
will then eat that mixed with the fig
with great freedom and greedinefs.

1 Am not much a friend to poifon-
ing Rats in houfes, except in cafes of
neceflity, but if it muft be done, I
would by no means recommend the
ufe of arfenic, or corrofive fublimate,
which is too often practifed, for then
they creep into holes about the houfe,
oet between the cielings, and other

places, and there die and occafion a
~ very difagrecable fmell ; for as foon as

' they
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they have taken enough of it, it is like
a fpark of fire in their bowels, and
‘brings on an infatiate thirft, and they
are reftlefs and uneafy till they get at
fomething to drink, either water, milk
or beer, and then they die immediate-
ly; from this circumftance it is evi-
dent what dangerous confequences
may arife, if any perfon thould drink
any of the milk or beer where thefe
vermin thus poifoned, have been {la-
vering and ‘drinking; but fometimes
it 1s a difficult matter to make them
fwallow enough to kill them, for the
moment they tafte the (harp acid con-
tained therein it corrodes the mouth
and loofens the teeth, and then they
will eat no more of it, whereas the
mixture of the nux vomica before re-

M 3 com-
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commended is quite difterent, and if
even tafted by any perfon, no fuch. fa-
tal effe@s can happen, for there is no- °
thing but a little bitter tafte that is
difagreeable ; and they will take a
quantity fufficient to Kkill them before
they know it, and.then they cannot
get rid of 1t, for it throws them into
fits, puts them to the greateft agony,
and they die {oon after ; and in order
to be more certain of its effeGs, I have
kept them ina cage, and gave it them
to try the experiment,

I concLUDE my account of the rat
with the few following particulars,
which I flatter myfelf will prove ufe-
ful; they are often very troublefome
in coming up the thores, more efpeci-

ally in ftill-houfes and brew-houfes ;
now



THE NORWAY RAT. 129

now in the above inftances or in any
other thores where you cannot conve-
niently fet a trap, I have praltifed the
fubfequent {cheme with great fuccefs,
which although it does not deftroy
them, will infallibly drive them away :
When you have catched fome Rats and
killed them, take fome white arfenic
finely powdered, put it into an old
pepper box, and fhake a quantity of
it on the fore parts of the dead Rats,
and put them down the holes or ave-
nues by the fides of the fhores, where
they come in at, which will put a ftop
to their coming any farther ; for when
they once perceive the arfenic, they
will retire immediately, whereas if you
was to put them down without the ar-
fenic, the living Rats would eat the
dead ones; I have feen one Rat kill

| ano-
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another when put into the large cage,
and afterwards eat him ; and once had
an old fhe Rat, big with young, whick
fhe brought forth in the cage, and im-
mediately eat them; for there is no
kind of vermin whatever {o favage, as
a Norway Rat ; again when you find
they have taken to a rick of any fort
of corn or hay, take fome dead Rats,
- put fome arfenic bver-th‘em, as before
obferved, then place one in each hole
they have made in the thatch, and it
will make them all forfake the rick ;
in like manner you may ftop fome of
thefe Rats, {erved as before, under the
barn-fioor, where the Rats ufe, and it
will prevent others from taking fhelter
or harbouring under them ; thefe ver-
min are likewile very fond of lying
under the calve-pens, where they keep

{nug









B LACK RAT

¥ YHIS animal is the old genuine
Englith Houfe-Rat, no other

being known in and about houfes for
many ages in this country, and differs
in many particulars from the Norway
Rat, laft defcribed, for they do not
burrow and run into fthores as the o-
thers do, but chiefly lie in the cielings
and wainfcots in houfes, and in out-
houfes they lie under the ridge-tiles
and behind the raftors, and run along
the fide-plates ; but their numbers are
‘greatly diminifhed to what they were
for-
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formerly, not many of them being
now left, for the Norway Rats always
drive them out and kill them wherever
they can come at them ; as a proof of
which I was once exercifing my em-
ployment at a gentleman’s houfe, and
when the night came that I appointed
tocatch, I fet all my traps going as u-
fual, and in the lower part of the houfe
in the cellars, I caught the Norway
Rats, but in the upper part of the
houfe, I took nothing but the black
Rats; I then put them together into
the great cage, to keep them alive till
the morning, that the gentleman might
fee them, when the Norway Rats kill-
ed the black Rats immediately, and
devoured them in my prefence.

THESE
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THESE vermin are not near {p; bold;
nor will feed fo freely as!/the Norway
Rat, and when you are troubled with
any of them you muft obferve where
they ufe, which you may do very ea-
fily, for. if you go: inte any place and
look up at the fide-plates you will pers
ceive they will be' quite black 'where
they run alongthem and likewife along
the crofs beams ; on thefe crofs beams
place one' of the traps you fet for the
Norway Rats, and: put: fome of the
tame feed in them, but mix more bread
in.it than: you did for the/Norway Rat;,
and {cent the trap in the fame manier
and put {fome corn in of any fort : fet
a trap at each place where they ufe
and {et them all to feed as you do the
others for the Norway Rat ; and when
you perceive that they come to feed

N . boldly
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boldly, then take them ; but this muft
be done 1n the night, for they do net
move by day-light as the other Rats
will. By this method I catch them a-
live ; but I have likewife taken them
on the fide plates and beams, where
they run, in wires and-in {nares, {o
that they -fwing off the beams: they
are not near fo favage as -the Norway
Rats, for they feldom kill any chickens
or any thing.of that kind unlefs ex-
tremely hungry and fharp fet indeed,
but they are fly thieves for cheefe, ba-
con, or any kind of eatables they can
get at and pilfer.

THE



T HE

WATER RAT.

HESE Rats lie always by the

water {ide, and feed chiefly on

grafs and vegetables, eating neither
fleth or corn, but they will devour
green peas when in feafon, if there
are any growing near the ditches where
they lie; thefe vermin do not much
mifchief except in making holes in
‘banks and {poiling fences ; they make
kennels or holes by the fides of the
ditches, very much refembling thofe
of the otter, for they have one way
‘out in the water, and another way out
by land, in order to efcape from their
N 2 ene-
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enemies which ever way purfued. The
method of taking them is by fetting
little hutch traps by the {ide of the
ditch or pond where they lie, with
wings made with bufhes or raifed with
mould, running a-flant from the trap
as a guide for them 4o go in; duch as
they have in warrens, Feed them with
any thing green, fach as the hard part
of a {talk-cut out of a.cabbage, or cab-
bage teaves, which they will eat ; but
do not fet your traps going till they
feed boldly, -and give them {fome leaves
regularly as you do the other Rats,
their proper feed ; tie {fome of thele
leaves in the trap, then you will be a
judge of what comes to feed, elle one
will convey away as much as ten will
eat, which occafions you to conclude
there ate a great many of ther.,,  You

v W may
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may take them another way, get fome
fmall fteel traps and put them in their
runs, even with the furface of the
- ground, and covered over very nicely
with the mould. Thefe vermin are
fomething like the Norway Rat, but
{maller, their nofes and tails are thor-
ter, and their heads rounder, or what.
is commonly termed, muff-headed.

Ng THE
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SQUIRREL

HHSE little ammals are admlred
T for their beauty, and for the
fport they afford in hunting them a-
mong the trees: they are. about the
fize of the ftoat or cain, with a tail as
large as their body, Whmh thea,ar ajways
turn up when they fit Hll, to keep
their bodies warm ; they are of a red-
dith colour, except under | the belly,
which is white ; t‘]ey make themfelvcs
nefts or lodglng places, cnmmonly.call,
ed drays, ina ve ery neat manner, with
fmall fticks, leaves and mofs, in the
tops of the trees, where they hoard u p
nuts toderve them in the winter ; but
LU befides
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befides thefe, they make a referve of
nuts, acorns, and other things of a fi-
milar nature in retired and bye places,
which they know where tofind in cafe
the others {hould be taken away, which
often happens; they are chiefly hurt-
ful in deftroying wall-fruit, for they
will run along the top of the wall, tak-
ing the firft choice of the fruit, whe-
ther neCarines, peaches, apr:cots, &e.
and do prodlglous mifchief; T hava
caught them on the w:_all Wlth a fmall
{teel trap, covered nicely, and in wood-
walks I have feen them take the eggs
out of blrds-neﬁs and break ‘them, by
that means de{’troymg their nefts,
Their fleth is reckoned a great dalnty;
by fome pcr{'ons and is faid to be fu-
perior to venifon in flayour.

THE
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H IS animal is in fome places,
ba but chiefly in the north of En-
gland, called a Want, andcontrary to
moft other vermin lives chiefly under
ground, its {kin is of a fine black jet
colour, very fmooth and foft, and has
_thort legs, with which they, with -
credible fwiftnefs, will dig themfelves
into the earth when they apprehend
-any danger ; they are fuppofed by fome
people to be entirely blind, it being 1n
many places proverbial to fay ¢ as blind

, as
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as a mole,” but this is a miftake, for
- they have eyes as well as other vermin,
but very fmall, appearing fcarcely lar-
ger than the head of a common pin,
but fufficient to ferve their purpofes,
their refidence being as was before ob-
ferved, generally under the earth.

- 'THESE animals do great mifchief in
gardens, and grounds, and if you find
they come, obferve the outfides, for
their angle or run; orif there is a path
m a field, it is very probable they
have a run acrofs the path, or at a
gate-way they will frequently have
one ; thefe are what we call the main
“yuns, and about two or three inches
under the earth, and may very eafily
be found by the heaving up of the
mould or eacth, -along which they will

ruR
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run ten times ina day. When you
have difcovered one of thefe runs, you
muft tread in the earth tight, and
when you come that way again, fee
whether it is as you left it, and if you
perceive the mole has been along, then
fet -a trap, by which means 1 have
caught feveral -of them in an after-
noon ; thefe being their main roads
out of one part of the ground into a-
nother, for it will be of little fignifica-
tion to fet a trap inany other angles
or runs, and if you thould, it may pof-
{ibly remain aleng while before a Mole
comes ; for in {pring when they run
near the furface of the earth, they
make a great many different angles in
fearch of the worms, on which and
fghaﬁ'ﬁ;r;s: their chief food _gqqﬁﬁs-. o a3

Now
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~Now if they make hills in your
fields or gardens, take notice of the
places before mentioned, and feta trap
in the following manner : Take a
piece of board half an inch thick, four
inches and a half long, by two and a
half wide, then puta fmall hoop or
bow at each end, with juft room for
the Mole to go through; then in the
centre, at each fide, put two fmall
pegs, in order to keep them' in the trap,
for fometimes one that is thy, when he
finds the peg before him that {prings
the trap, will turn out at the fide, fpring
the trap, and not be talten v it is ne-
G{eﬂ'ary therefore toufe thefe fimall pegs;
whieh “will keep’ them’ in- the frait
read, placed’ as- before direfted. ' In
the next' place;” get-twﬁf%rﬁng horfe-

hairs or pieces of fmall wire, then in
v orl the
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the centre or middle of the bow, at
each end make a hole to put the hair
or wire through double, then open the
hair or wire juft to fit and lie clofe in-
fide of the bow like a noofe, get fome
fine mould, make it moift like pafte,
and work fome of it with your fingexr
and thumb all round in the infide of
the bow ; fo that the horfe-hair or wire
may not be perceivable. Through the
hole in the centre of the trap let a
{hort bit of ftring come. Put a fork-
ed peg tight in the hole, that may
keep the firing from {lipping through,
till the Mole, when going through
pufhes it out; then the ftring flips up.
When you have thus prepared the
trap, then open onc of thefe runs, ex-
adly the length of the trap, and put
it down in the run quite level, and
make it all {mooth, that therec may be

Q no
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no hight difcovered. 'Then take three
Zood f{trong hooked pegs, two on one
fide, and one on the other, and ftick
them down tight, then take a good
fuff ftick about four feet long, ftick
one end n the ground tight, bring the
other end down to the trap and hitch
ina loop, that comes from the hair or
wire, and then it isfet, and when the
Mole comes he puthes out this little
peg, then the firing draws out, the
bow-ftick flies up, and the Mole is
caught ; in the {pring-time when you
catch a fhe Mole, rub her back-part
about the bows and the infide of the
trap, by which means I have caught
eight he Moles f{ucceflively ; obferve,
when you have caught all that you
perceive to move, you need only look
round the outfide of your fields, and

keep
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HOUSE-MOUSE.

HESE are a nafty little vermin,

well known, and are very nau-

feous, for wherever they come, whe-
ther in the pantry or larder, you may
eafily difcover 1t, by the difagrecable
fmell they leave behind them. They
are very troublefome in dairies, where
they will fkim the milk, and will get
into bird cages after the {eed, and kill
the birds, and are mifchievous in other
inftances, of which no mention needs
here to be made. Many perfons would
doubtlefs be glad to be informed of a
O 3 method
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method to kill thefe vermin, which is
done very eafily ; and toaccomplifh it,
nothing is fo good as nux vomica; take
a quart of the feed above prefcribed
tor the rat, before there is any bread
mixed with it, then take four figs of
nux vomica, and rafp them very fine,
or elfe they will pick the feed from it |
upon account of the bitter tafte; rub
it well together, and it will be their
certain bane: My method of laying it
1s after this manner ; if they come in-
to the larder at night, put the bread
into a pan, and take the other eata-
bles out of the way ; then lay fome of
the feed on a piece of paper, and do
this in two or three other places, which
will not be attended with any danger,
however for fear of any accident, what
1s not eaten take away in the morn-

' ng,
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ing, and at night lay it down again,
and fo keep on as long as any come
in the dairy do- the fame, or in any o-
ther place where they appear ; I have
found feveral lie dead on the paper at
one time, but remember always to lay
the ingredient on paper, then you may
take away what 1s left.

THE






THE

FIELD-MOUSE.

HIS is a larger Moufe than the
former, being the largeft of the
Moufe kind, with a reddifh back and
a good deal of white under the belly.
They abound in gardens, and frequent-
ly fwarm in prodigious numbers in the
fields : they will eat either corn or fleth
juft as it comes in their way. I have
{cen five or fix of them by moon-light
attack a large toad and kill it, which
they do often; and when I have been
trailing for a fox in the night, I have

obferved, by turning the light round,
feve-
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feveral of thefe Field-Mice following
the trail. They are more difficult to
deftroy than the Houfe-Mice, on ac-
count that they are fhy in taking any
bait : however, fometimes, when I
have been going to catch a fox, I have
been obliged to put fome of the feed
(fo often before mentioned) in the
fhrape, in order to kill the Mice, be-
fore I could get any to lie for the fox.
In winter they will likewife come into
houfes at the fink holes, and get mnto
the pantries, larders, and dairies, be-
ing driven from the fields by extremi-
ty of hunger, and prove very trouble-
fome and pernicious; and in {pring
they will get into the gardens, and eat
‘whole rows or drills of peas, after they
are fet: I can give no better method to
deftroy thefe vermin, than to lay fome

of
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out of a rick or ftand, which is often
owing to the farmer’s own negligence
and inattention ; for you may often
{ee a rick-ftand made a nurfery, occafi-
oned by putting under it harrows,
plows, hurdles, and props: what avails
it then to have a ftand to fill the ricks
in this manner, and aflift the vermin
up? You cannot indeed prevent their
coming home with the corn, or when
rats hop up and down the ftand, which
they do very eafily : the beft method,
therefore, would be to nail fome tin to
the props, which would keep the Mice
from getting up them; and when once
vou find they have got to a corn-rick,
the beft way 1s for yourto take it in as
- foon as you can, for thefe Mice in one
particular are worle than the Rats a-
mong the corn, and do a great deal

more
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more mifchief; for this reafon, that
they will live a great while without
water, only by licking the ends of the
ftraws, while any moifture remains
therein, and all the while they remairi
i the ricks, they do infinite prejudice,
If it is not convenient to remove the
rick, obferve the following method :
take a quarter of a pound of the belt:
nux vormica, put it. into an’old fauce-
pan, with three quarts of water, boil-
it till 1t comes to two guarts, and put
two pounds of treacle to it, in- order to.
overcome the bitter tafte of the nux
vomica ; then take fome {fmall earthen.
pans, into which pour fome of this
mixture, and fet the pans in different
places under the eves of the ricks ; the
mice being in want of water, will
greedily drink of the mixture, which

o wilk

-
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will kill them; and this method you
muft continue till they are deftroyed.

Berore I conclude this account,
I cannot help taking notice of a grofs
blunder which a certain writer has
made in his defcription of this little
vermin, who afferts that it is as large
as a rat, of the colour of a weafel, and
very mifchievous to cattle, and that it
will zet upon a beaft’s back, and make
it lame in the chine; and in conie-
quence of the bite, the beaft will fwell
to the heart and die; all whieh parti-
¢ultars are entirely erroneous; for its
fize is Yefs than that of the common
Houfe-Moufe, its colour like the {quir-
¢els and as to the miraculous affair of

s klilme; aﬂy beaft or cattle, it is of
A5STERRCT NS § 511 6 . : pjecﬁ
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BLACK SHREW-MOUSE.

HIS animal has a nofe like a

mole, and much refembles the
red Shrew-Moufe, laft defcribed, ex-
cept in colour ; they are very harm-
lefs little creatures; for they feldom
come to barns or ricks, their refidence
being among the gra's, by the fides of
ditches, which they feed on. You may
often hcar them, as you are walking
along, fqueaking by the path’s fide,
and making a noife fomething like the

grafs-hopper ; but they do not the leaft
mifchief






T-HE

GRASS-MOUSE.

HIS Moufe is rather larger than
the common Moufe, with a
muff-head like a water-rat, and a {hort
club tail, looking as if the top was cut
off, and has a great deal of the nature
and difpofition cf that animal, for it
eats no corn at all, but lives on grafs
and vegetables, being of a very harm-
lefs nature, it is a prey to other ver-
min, as the water-rat is, (fuch as ftoats
and weafels) which are the worlt ene-
mies 1t has.

TH &
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DORMOUSE.

HIS 1s a fmall red Moufe with 2

tail like a fquirrel, and is the

moft harmlefs and noffenfive of all the
Moufe-tribe. It is a very beautiful
tame httle animal, and is kept by ma-
ny perfons in {fmall boxes or cages, and
ted with crumbs of bread, &c. They
have one fingular and peculiar quality,
which is that of fleeping for feveral
weeks together, without receiving the
leaft fuftenance, and appearing all the
while as if dead. You may oftentimes-

find
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B <HIS little animal is half moufz,

. half bird, having wings fome-
thing refembling leather, and a head
- very much like that of the moufe, ex-
cept that their nofe is flatter, and their
mouth wider; they keep clofe in holes
all the day and never fly abroad til}
the evening and that in the fummer
time, for which reafon they are called
in many places the winged moule;
they live chiefly on flies and other
{fmall infe&s, and dwell in holes under
the roofs of houfes, churches, barns,
ruinated buildings, and in the holes of
hollow trees, where in winter time I

Q | have
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have fometimes found feveral fcores of
them clofely adhering together, in large
clufters and in a torpid ftate, in which
condition thefe do doubtlefs remain
till vivified again by the enlivening
warmth of the fun, on the approach
of the fummer. I have been more par-
ticular in my account and defcription
of the different kinds of mice, as per-
haps many of my readers might be un-
acquainted, that there are fo many dif-
2inct fpecies of the moufe-kind.

THE



THE
LARGE BLACK EAGLE
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AVING finithed my account of

the four-footed vermin, I now
come to defcribe the winged-tribe of
vermin, inhabitants of the air; which
notwithftanding often defcend to earth
and do much mifchief; I fhall begin
with the black Eagle-Buzzard, which
is one of the largeft and fierceft birds
of the hawk-kind that breeds in Eng-
land.

THis bird frequents parks and war-
rens, and often catches leverets, young
rabbits and pheafants, or any thing

3 elle
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clie that moves as foon as the morn-
ing-light approaches, for they are a
very early bird ; in winter-time I have
caught them in a fteel trap, the fame
asis fet in a cube for a dog; bait it
with the guts ‘of rabbits or fowls, or
fome picces of rabbits that you find
dead by accident; in fpring I have
caught them in fteel traps, with the
fkin of a young rabbit ftuffed and tied
to the bridge, but after the young rab-
bits bcgi_n' to be able to.run about,
they fometimes are fhy and will not
firike at a rabbit, unlefs they fee him
run ; the fteel traps that you fet for
this vermin, fhould firike feven or eight
inches high, in order to clear the bait
as it ought to be, otherwife the jaws
m_ight only catch the bait and mifs the
vermin ; | have fometimes caught

them
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them with a rat in the following man-
ner : fet two traps in the manner as
you fee in plate VL. fig. 1. head to
“head, covered very nicely with mofs,
then round the circle as in the fame
plate, put fome fmall pieces of fern or
a bufh or two quite low, that the bait
may be vifible and open ; put the bait,
whatever it may be, 1n the middle be-
tween the two traps, then he muft of
neceflity go over one of them, in or-
der to get the bait, and by this means
I have often caught him. Sometinmes
you may obferve him to haunt a place
in a warren or park for a week or fort-
night together, then fet your traps i
the fame method as before laid down,
and you will be almoft certain of tak-
ing him. Let your bait be adead rat,
if you can procure one. |

Qe THE






THE
GREY BOBTAILED

ool okl il sl ivortRoville
O R

iy byj nagwearnh fgycegie g

THIS bird is much of the{ame na-

ture as the former, in haunt-

ing parks and warrens, for the deftruc-
tion of rabbits, and pheafants, going
in fearch of them when the morning
light appears. In this refpe&, howe-
ver, it differs from the Eagle Buzzard,
that it is fmaller. You may catch
them with the fteel trap, above def-
¢ribed, baited with the entrails of
fowls
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LARGE FORKED TAIL-

K I T E.

RHIS is the largeft and heavieft
bird of the hawk-kind in Eng-

land, but not near fo fierce as the Ea-
gle buzzard, be;ng rather of a ﬂugglfh

3 2 R
ana Indolent Eupm I..tuu._. 1oL Lt‘lllllé

much to hunt after prey; but when
the other kites and hawks have killed
any birds, they come vpon them, and
beat them away and then devour the
birds themfelves ; they chiefly dwell in
woods and defart places, and frequent
the fides of rivers and brooks, being
fond of fith, and often eat the tails of
the fithes, which the otters have left
| | behind
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LARGE BLUE SHERARD

K I T E.

HIS kind of Kite frequents fo-

refts, heaths, and other lone-
fome places, but efpecially bogs and
marfhy grounds, where they deftroy
great numbers of fnipes, to which
they are the worft enemy of any bird
of prey of the hawk kind ; they beat
all over the bog with the greateft regu-
larity and exalinefs, till they find them
lying : for the nature of the fnipe is,
if they perceive their enemy in the
purfuit, they lie as clofe to the ground
as pofiible when the Kite pounces up-

on
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on them direly and takes them. 1
have obferved .one of thefe vermin
beating at one end of a bog or marthy
piece of ground; and at the other end,
I have ftooped down till he has come
up clofe to the place where I was, he
looking ftedfaftly down for his prey,
regardlefs of any thing elfe, and when
he came near ¢énough I have thot him;
{ometunes they will have a beat crofs
a-warren, where [ have caught them
i traps baited with what is termed a
ftall, which is a young rabbit’s {kin
flufled.

THESE vermin are very remarkable
for one particular circumflance, for at
any time when you obferve any of
them come along in the morning, you
will be certain of fecing them' return

| the
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the {fame way back again in the after-
noon, and three or four fucceeding
mornings they will have the {ame beat,
if they are not frightened or difturb-
ed ; whenever, therefore, you fee one
go along in the morning, get a trap fet
ready againft his return, baited with a
rabbit’s fkin ftuffed and put on the
bridge of the trap, as before direGed,
but remember to cover the trap nicely
with mofs ; if you fet it in a green
{ward, then cover it with grafs, and
in this manner I have often taken
them ; I have likewife caught them
by means of two fteel traps, fet in the
{fame manner as for the buzzard ; but
always mind when you {fet traps in
this manner, to faften down the bait
between them with a peg, otherwife
| they ‘will frequently take it away and

R not
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BLUE SHERARD
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HIS bird in many refpets refem-

bles the blue kite, laft defcrib--

ed in haunting heaths, forefts, and
lonely places; efpecially quags and
marfhy grounds, doing much mifchief,
efpecially among the fnipes. You will
always be fure of feeing him return
home by the fame path, in the after-
noon, by which he purfued his flight
in the morning; but he is not folarge,
and preys in much the fame manner,
but does not however, frequent war-
rens {o often as the other; you may
R e catch
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BROWN WHITE ARSE-
RING. I.ALLEID.
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~S the moft pernicious and mifchiev--
I ous Hawk that flies; but efpecial--
ly in deftroying that admired game the
partridge, which it takes, not-{o much.
. by fwift flying, as by, the following
manner, or firatagem : viz. when they
find a covey and {pring them, they fly
after them as faft as they are able, and.
mark where they pitch down again,
and then {pring them again, and thus
R 3 keep
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keep following them till they catch
their prey; for partridges, when they
are driven hard for three flights, be-
come fo tired and languid that they
are eafily taken ; T have fometimes ob-
ferved one of thefe Hawks in full pur-
fuit after a poor partridge, almoft
{pent, when the Hawk has fuddenly
ftopped and alighted on a tree in the
next hedge, to which I imagined the
partridge had taken, as they frequent-
ly do, when they are almoft tired or
down. On this I got near enough the
Hawk, being intent and earneft after
his prey, fhot him dead, and on ex-
amining, to my great furprize, found
that the partridge, being driven by the
Hawk, had taken refuge in a hutch
trap, that ftood on the other fide of
the hedge, where the Hawk had mark-

ed
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SMALL RING TAILED
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S the largeft of the Sparrow-Hawk
kind, and is a very fierce and per-
nicious bird, deftroying young ducks
and chickens, im yards, &c. about
farm houfes, in the fields they kill
blackbirds, thrufhes, and in the win-
ter-feafon fieldfares and other {mall
birds ; I have driven one from a black-
bird, and immediately fet down a fteel
trap covered quite fmoothly, placing
the fame bird on the bridge of the trap
and have taken the Hawk, which re-
turned foon after for its prey. They
will likewife frequently come to the
chic-
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chicken gardens and pheafantries,
when you muft fet a fieel trap baited
with a dead chicken or any other of
the birds before mentioned, which they
delight to feed on, and in all probabi-
lity . you will lay ‘hold of them, and if
you find they have been made thy, by
realon of the trap ftriking, and not
catching them; which will fometimes,
tho’ very rarcly, happen; you may def-
troy them after the following manner,
take a live chicken, tie it to a fmall
ftake drove in the ground by one of'
the legs, laying fome bread or corn for
it to feed on; then get out of fight
with your gun and the hawk will come
and firike at the chicken; when you
may eafily thoot him, and this method
I 'have often praifed with good fuc--

cefs, .
T HE.
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IRDS which fly wild 1n the ficlds,
are the chief prey of this little
Hawk. It very {eldom deftroys chic-
kens or any other kind of poultry, un-
lefs driven by the greateft extremity of
hunger ; 1 have driven them from a
bird and caught them in a fteel trap as
I have the others, having been allowed
fo much per head for all the winged
vermin, as well as others, that I def-
troyed, which made me very anxious
and afliduous in trying and inventing
various methods to deftroy them.

1T HE



THE
SMALL BLACK HEADED

SPARROW HAWK.

NEVER caught this Hawk in a
. trap, but have fhot feveral of
them ; it is a very beautiful bird, and
has a black head, with pointed wings,
and is very quick and fharp after its
prey, which are {mall birds of every
kind. It is more timid than the laft
mentioned Hawk, and is feldom feen,
there being but few of them in Eng-
land. On which account we need not
dwell minutely upon him, |

THE



T HE

WIND-HOVER

H A ‘W y &

O U may often fee this little

\ brown Hawk, the fmalleft of
the {pecies, hovering in the air, then
they fteadily look down on the ground,
and if they chance to {fee a moufe, they
will dart with incredible {fwiftnefs, like
an arrow out of a bow, and catch it :
fometimes they will catch a mole, and
I have frequently taken this kind of
Hawk in a fteel trap by laying one of
thefe animals on the bridge 3 and with

this I conclude my account of the birds
S of
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of the Hawk kind. 'The three laft

mentioned indeed do not much damage
or mifchief, but if I had not mention-
ed them the catalogue of them would
have been incomplete, befides I flatter
myfelf it will be acceptable to my rea-
ders, fome of whom might poffibly not
be acquainted that there were fo many
different kinds of Hawks, which breed
in England.

THE
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WOOD OW L.

EW perfons perhaps imagine this

to be a pernicious animal, yet ix

my opinion, it is the very worft wing-
ed vermin that exifts ; they feize their
prey with great fiercenefs, and brealc
it up exaily as the cat does, by begin-
ing at the fore part; and it is very
happy for the farmer and others, who
keep poultry that the ducks and chic-
kens are gone to rooft befare the Owl
comes to prey in the night, otherwife
there would be few, if any of them
left ; however I now proceed to make
- good
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good my aflertion, and defcribe the in-
finite mifchief done by this fort of
Owls. When the evening approaches,
many afiimals fuch as leverets, young
rabbits, young pheafants, or young
partridges, who had lain quiet in the
day-time, come out to feed in the fill-
nels and filence of the evening, when
there 1s' nothing elfe to-difturb them,
the Owl then comes, when they are
expoled, and takes away what he
pleafes, and if they happen to have
young ones at the fame time it is im-
poffible to conceive what numbers will
be taken away in a night’s time to fa-
tisty his voracious appetite; and this
I can affirmfrom my own obfervation,
as | ufed to make it my frequent prac-
tice to go out and hunt the Owls all
round the outfides of the warren. The

me-

P - R i W A T
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method was this, two of us ufed togo
with a gun, one on one fide of the
hedge and the other on the other fide;
a third perfon accompanying us with
a long pole or a ftick, who therewith
beat the hollow trees and ivy trees,
when the Owls would fly out, and we
have fhot fometimes a dozen in the
morning. But one morning particu-
larly I found an Owl’s neft; and fhot
the hen; and, on examining the neft,
I found two young ones, with {everal
pieces of young rabbits, leverets, &c.
therein : but we could not meet with
the old cock ; on which I took out
one of the young ones, leaving the o-
ther in order to entice him home to
the neft again ; the next morning [ re-
paired to the place, when he flew out,
' = e and
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and I fhot him dead, and took away
the other young one, which had been
left behind. But, what is remarka-
ble, the old Owl had carried no lefs
than three young rabbits to the fingle
young one remaining, in one night’s
time ; which is an evident proof what
havoc they make among the game.
Another particular of thefe vermin de-
ferves mentioning, which is, that they
feldom eat more than the fore quar-
ters of any animal they kill, as the cat
does, and always leave the hind quar-
ters untouched behind them, which
are found i the neft. 'I have likewife
caught them in moonlight evenings in
fteel traps, baited with a rabbit-fkin
ftuffed, and have often killed many of
them with a gun, by keeping clofe un-

der









THE
1LIGHT COLOURED BARN

OR

SCREECH O WL

HIS kind of Owl is a very beau-

tiful bird, of a palifh brown co-

lour, alittle fpotted, and whiteon the
breaft ; doing more good than harm,
for it feldom preys on any thing but
mice, which it will watch for in the
barns like a cat, and deftroy great
qumbers of that little vermin. On
this account thefe Owls are encouraged

by the farmers. If you fhould {ee one
of






HORNED OW L.

A 'S its name from the feathers
which ftand up on each fide of

his head, refembling two horns, and
making a very beautiful appearance.
‘There are many people, who do not
believe there are any Owls of this {pe-
cies bred amongft us; thelarge brown
horned Owl, (which is bigger than our
largeft birds of prey, whether kite or
buzzard) is indeed brought from fo-
reign parts, and is efteemed a very
great curiofity, but never breeds here,
which this little Horned-Owl does, and
much









T HE
A s R et b

F YHIS 1s the largeft bird that feeds
on carrion, and is of a fine, fhi-
ning colour; in {fome places it is very
ferviceable, in eating up the ftinking
flefh or carcafies of dead beafts and o-
ther carrion, but in'many other places
very ‘mifchievous, and doesagreat «deal
of harm. 1 having been allowed as
much per head for killing them as I had
tor kites and hawks, as they are e-
qually pernicious in killing and de-
vouring young rabbits, ducklings, and
young chickens.

I xNow

- - -
+ HORE . ¥
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I know of no better way, to catch
them where they become troublefome,
than to fet two traps for them, in the
fame manner you do for the buzzard,
{fee plate VL fig. 1.] and put a rat be-
tween them for a bait,.but when you
have taken one or two, you muft move
your traps to another place ; or the o-
thers will prove too fhy to be caught ;
for as foon as one is taken; great num-
bers will keep round him, and fecing
him faft, will grow fufpicious of fome
danger and not come near the place
any more; but by obferving the above
method in moving the traps I have
caught great numbers of them ina day,
though it is attended with fome labour
and trouble.

T Laave
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I mavE often caught the London
Ravens near twenty miles from home
i warrens, where they will fometimes
come after the young rabhits; by the
London Ravens I mean thofe that ge-
nerally frequent the outfkirts of the
metropolis, and live upon the filth Iy-
ing there, grubbing up the dirt, in or-
der to get at their food, from whence
the tops of their wings become of a
nafty, dufky brown colour, occafioned
by their wallowing in the dirt, by
which means they are eafily diftin-
gulfhable from the country Ravens
which are as black as jet, according to
the old faying, ¢ as black as a Raven.’

I have feen fome of thefe Ravens fix
upon a lamb, that has been dropped

weak, not being able to run, when
they
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HIS bird:is well known, and in
country places will do prodigi-

ous mifchief, by deftroying young rals-
bits, chickens and ducks, and likewife
m fucking eggs, which the hens and
ducks lay in the back-yards, or in the
hedges; thefe the crows will break and
cat as greedily as any other vermin
whatever. Now if you find they have
any haunts about your houfe, get a
fteel trap, of the fame kind as you ufe
for other winged' vermin; fet it inrthe
| ground
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ground quite level with the furface,
and cover it with mofs; then take a
little piece of bufh or fome fern, ftick
fome of it down by one jaw. quite low,
and bring it round to the other jaw,
[{ee plate VI fig. 1.] put thebait, whe-
ther it be an egg or rat, a piece of rab-
bit, or the guts of the fame, or any
thing elfe ofi this-fort, in the back part
on the-tail of the trap; and when you
have put alittle fence before defcribed
all-around, as a guide for him, he muft
of neceflity go over-the trap for the bait,
and be caught ; but: I have been-pla-
gued with thefe as much as I have been
with the Ravens, by being obliged to
move the trap after every crow I had
taken ; but by obferving when one is
caught, which you may eafily hear;
for they then make a great noife and

keep
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keep flying round their imprifoned”
brother, almoft clofe to the ground,
you may then probably get a fhoot,
and kill {fome of them ; but fometimes
I have known them fo fhy that I could
not get them to the trap at any rate.
In this cafe you muft obferve the pla-
ces where they moft frequent, and take
a cat, and fometimes a ferret, and
ftake 1t down tied to the ftake with a
firing. Then take a gun, and hide
yourfelf, when the firft crow that fees
the cat or ferret will make a terrible
{creaming noife, and bring many more,
who {cream and hover about, till you
have a fair thoot. In this manner |
have had fometimes three or four thoots
before they difperfed, and killed feve-
ral of them; for when they fee any
kind of animal they are not ufed to in

the
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HIS is a very mifchievous bird,
doing great damage 1n warrens,

and much of the fame nature as the
crow, preying on all kinds of flefh,
and carrion, like that animal. They
are extremely pernicious about farm-
yards and houfes, killing and devour-
ing young ducks and chickens, and
likewife in fucking and deftroying
eggs in great numbers, about farm-
houfes, where the hens lay them by
the fides of the rick-yards and under
the hedges. Where you find they be-
come
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come troublefome in the above inftan-
“ces, fet your trap (where you obferve
them to come) in the {fame -manner as
you do for the crow; bait it with a
rat, which is as igood a bait as any, or
with an egg ; or if they have killed any
young ducks or chickens and have not
devoured them, at that place where
you find them fet your trap, and bait
with the dead duckling or chicken, and
you need not fear catching them : but
be careful to obferve the following
rule, which is, as foon as one of the
magpies 18 'trapped to take it out as
foon as poflible, in order to fet your
trap again. You may eafily difcover
this event, for as {foon as one is taken
in the trap, it makes a {fcreaming noife,
which brings great numbers of thefe
vermin together, who come hovering,

and
























