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quently without herMen grope,as it were,in the :il'ark;.

even as a Blind Man does at Noon-day 3 for Nature
God’s Hand-maid was Created by him, and F0& fays,
that God by his Spirit has garnifh’d the Heavens,his
Hand has formed the crooked Serpent $ and tho”
there is a Spirit in Man, yet ’tis the Infpiration of
the Almighty that gives Underftanding, whence we
may readily Conceive, that Human Reafon is too
fhort to Comprehend the Dignity of any true My-
ftery without the Aid of God’sSpirit. '

This great Defeét is too evidently apparent from

the deplorable Gafe of the Chymical Searchers, con-
cerning the Subje&t Matter of this Difcourle ; fee-
ing they know not where to ground or fix their In-
tenfions in the choice of a proper Subjeét, but frames
each to himfelf a different Bafis, and {0 make an
Innumerable Number of Errors concerning the
fame : This Immaginary Matter, which Phan(y on-
ly has given Birth to, they defend with all the ea-
gernefs imaginable, concluding it to be the Genu-
ine Offspring of Truth; when, alas! ’tis but a
Baftard Brat of their own wandring Imaginations and
ungrounded Thoughtsy as in the Conclufion proves
too Evident: This is an Abfurdity fo great, fo
common, that amongft the many Pretenders, I have
never met with more than three that have efcaped

jt: How then can it poffibly be expeéted, that:

 fuch fhould ever Arrive at the wifhed for Haven of

Reft, when Tgnorant both of the wayand means

by which they muft come thither ; for the Door of |

|

Entrance muft not only be known, but alfo the Key "

which opens the fame, without which they may ne-
ver expeét Admittance into Nature’s Treafury <
Therefore confequently muft ftill remain in the hor- -

‘rible Miftof Errors § the moft principal that have

ceme Athwart me I fhall here lay down and reckon

up for Convincing of the Giddy Hgaded and Rafh.

Searcher, but more Principally for the Edifying and
Building vp of a Son of Art. _
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‘Beings, that does Anfwer what this great Philofo--
_pher defcribes of his, therefore we muft Conclude,,
‘that thefe Words alfo import Arty for that Induftry’
is allo recommended, which is as much as if he had!
faid you muft feek for the hidden Source or Fountain|
of Nature,and Univerfal Spirit,which Art muft form.
intoa Body g but this Son of Wildom doubtlefs wasi
afraid to fpeak after this plain blunt manner, asal
Tyro dces, for fear of expofing the Secret too)
lain; but ’tis clear, that this was the meaningy;
wufe nothing is fo hidden in Nature as the Seurce:
of this Univerfal Fountain,and norhing in Nature has:
Power to reduce Bodies by Symphony or confenting;
Harmony but what does arife here from; for ini
thefe latter Words he alfo defcribes the Nature and |
Quality of the Matter to have two Facess for that:
without there had been a Compofition, the wordl
Harmony needed not to have beenufed 5 fo thatin)

. thefe Words aburdance of Matter is couched in lit-.

tle room, every word being a full Sentencey how:
lightly or flightly foever the Reader may pafs them
ever: Tis true Starkey does very Learnedly firike:
the Mark in his Expofition upon them, yet his Com-
ment is [0 wifely Regulated as to be keptas obfcure,,
as the Text it [elf s by this means and method 1!
find, that the Bafis of this Liquor was by this Phie
lofopher defign’d to remain a Secret to the end ofi
time : Therefore or the Benefit of the true defi-
rers of Art, T fhall deliver the Subjeék Matter off
this Immortal Liquor with much clearne(s and Can-'
didnefs, yet hope, that my Stile and Words will be!
{uch, asto cloath it by fuch a Medium, as that it
may give Light to the cholen Sons of Wildom, yet:
at the fame time caft a Mift before the Eyes of the:
Unworthy : This Method being agreeable to divine:
Wifdom its felf ; for we find, that what wasa Light:
to the Hofts to the Children of Ifrael, wasaCloud
of Darknefs of that of the Egyptians. |
- Thefe Things being Stated, I fhall now come to:
the Confideration and Illuftration of that Subjeét:

Mat-:
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" ted Intimately with it then by often, Circulations
it attains that height of Purity to be Entitled Ens
Salium Summum Salium et Feliciffimum : Now that
which is Centrally one with this Philofophical U-
rine is Blood s for the Blood is the Univerfal Form,
as the Body is the Univerfal Matter, but thefe being
United by Force is called a Violent way 3 for ’tisa
different thing to fow Gold in his own Matrix of
Univerfal Mercury, and fo fermentit and bring it
into Spirit 3 for then it becomes unft for the work
of Multiplication, the Seminal Virtue being then
totally Deftroyed and Annihilated, which is the ve-
ry Matter and Cafe of the Difference of the Mercu-
7y of Philofophers and Alkabeff.

I have fhewn you not only the Matter, but alfe
the Manner and Apparition of the Matter in the
Hand of the Artift; I fhall now come to (hew you
the Nature and Internal Property of the fame,
when the Knowledge thercof is obtained : 1 fay ’tis
wholy of a Salime Nature, which is a middle pro-
perty held up in the Arms of Nature, and is con=
tradiftiné toeither Acid or Alkaly, fo that neither
of thole, as already fhewn in the former, have any
right to be the Matter or Foundation of this Diffol-
vent, but this Saline Quality is the Central one,
fo that confequently this pure Spirit hath fome.
Garment or a shell, by which itis Covered and in
which it is hatched and brought to Maruration 3
and to {peak plain, Candidly and Honeftly
’tis @ Compuft. Sulphur, fo wholy Combuft, that
the Spirit being drawn from the Earth the Feces
will burn without the leaft Smoak, which fhews that
there is neicther any Mercurial or Saline part re-
maining ; thisis 2 Reduftion of the Pure from the
Impure, or a Clean from an Unclean, by the Ser-
pents devouring himfelf, and then renovating into
that, over which Death has no Power : Obferve, he
firft begins by biting his own Tail, and fo by De-
grees devours himfelfy, and laft of all his Head,
which fhews that the Earth or Tail isficft to be Dif-

folved,
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fon, why they are thus defcribed, then fivc'?uu'
the trueand proper fignification of the word Alkibef?,
and why Helmonr gave the Liguor this Name; for
1 have taken fome pains after the Inquiry there-’
of, fo that ¥ am able to render a Satisfaétory Rea-
fon :

Firft of all T fhall Inftance in fome particulars,
wherein they agree : Firft, the Mercury of the Phi-
Iofopbers and this Circulated Salt agrees, in that
they are both Univerf(al, one for the Graduation and
Exaltation of Metals, the other for Diffolvingall
Bodies: Secoadly, Theyagree in this, that as one
preferves the Seed in order to Multiplication by
Generation, fo the other preferves the Crafis and
Medicinal Vertue of Species in order to healing ;
for in the Diffolution it admitsof Nothing to fiy
away in Fume: Thirdly, They agree in this, the
one isthe Emblem of Man’s Regeneration and eter-
nal Salvation, the other of Man's Diffolution and
Deftruétion for in the, Preparation they are both
to be feen : Fourthly, They both agree in the Pene-
tration of Bodies § the one enters to the very Cen=
tral Life of them in order to the Multiplication,
the other pierces to their very Centre in order to
their Separation and Divifion 3 for it feparates be-
tween their Centra! Mercury and Sulphur : Fifthly,
They agree in the Matter and Manner of Prepara-
tion, asto the Matter they both Proceed from the '
firftEns of Salts,and as to the manner,’tis by Solution |
and Interveming Coagulation, till breught to an
exalted Perfeétion : Sixthly and Laftly, They agree
in that they are both made from the Univerfal Chaos,
as alfoin the manner of their Compofition § for the .
Mercury of the Philofophers is Compounded of Sulpbur
~ and Mercury s but the Liquor Alkabeff of Salt and Fire
and Blood 5 a2nd both brought to fuch an Indiffolu-
ble Bond of Love and Uaicy, as never tobe fepara-
ted either in Love or Wo; bhoth Homogeneous and
Immortal, and both Univerfal Diffolvents: Having
fhewn wherein they agree, I (hall now come to
fpeak of that wherein they difagree. Firft,
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" Firft, They differ in this, whereas the Work of
~ the Philofophers Mercury is purely Natural, fo the
Procefs of the Immortal Diffolvent is meerly Artifici-
al : For asin this Work the Sulphur or.Gold is ex-
alted to the higheft Pitch and Degree of Perfeétion
fo inthe preparation of the great Hilcch of Paracel-
fus, it is reduced from a Natural to a Contranatural
State. Secondly, They difagree in this, where the
Mercury of the Philofopbers is an Homogeneous
Metallic Evs Co-eflential in all its parts,true Mercury,
of a middle Subftance clear like pure Silver, being
bright Ceeleftial and Shining, -and not fo Effential to

any thing as Gold, it being its Univerfal Mother -

does radically congeal uponit 3 therefore as Trevi-
Jan fays, no Menftruum is profitable in the Philofo-
phic Work, but that which diffolves the Body in
a Generative way, and then recongeals upon the
Body diffolved, fo the Philofophers Solution of the
Body is a Congelation of the Spirit; and upon this
Account they bave rejeéted all thofe Solutions, as
Sophiftical, where the Diffolvent and Diflolved re-
main not Permanent together : Whereas the 4/l
beft or Sal Circulgum is a Saline Liguor, and there-
fore by Paracelfus fometimes called the Ligquor of
-8alts and doth Diffolve Bodies, but remains not
with them, being as eafy feparable from them, as
the Spirit of Sulpbur is from Oyl- Thirdly, There
isa Difagreement between the Mercury of the Phs-

lofopbers and Liguor Alkabeft in the manner of their

Operation and Aétion on Bodies, for the Mercury
diflolves Gold and all Precious Stones and Pearls
by way of Generation, and Exaltation, for the
Life and Vertue is Multiptied, and they may be
reduced to their firft Formingreater Vertue and
Beauty, and of more Value to the Metallurgift and
eweller, but the Liquor Alabeft diffolves not only
old, but alfo all.the other Metals, by way of De-
ittion, {o that the Generative Virtue is defaced
and .wholy obliterated, and in this Reduétion inte
their firft Matter it gives a certain Teftimony of
their



¥ - 1_.. .. . "l

| (i320) gt

their Diverfity, as Metals into Sulphar and Mercury,,
Stonesintoa Saline Liguor, and Pearles into a Milkyy

3

Jui¢e,  Fourthly, They difagree in this, the Mercuryy
of Philofophers at the end of its Preparation will bees
come fixt and Permanent abiding all the fiery Try--
als, in form of a Calx, yet as fufible as Wax Penes.
trating Mercury, and other Volatile Bodies before:
their Flight and fixes them; whereas the Liguor:
Alkabeft at its relpe€tive end of Preparation is 3
Ponderous Saline Liguor in form of Water, which |
will moy ften the Hand and every thingelfe, and as:
it is wholy Saline and Volatile ’twill ner endure the !

*Fire, but will remain inits form Diftilling over in
a Saline Liquor, being altogether Tncapable of’
Coagulation, and by that means diffolves all fixt:

Bodies whatfoever; not into Elements but inte
more fimple Parts.  Fifthly, Their Difference con~
fifts in this, whereas the Mercury of Philofophers is
made by a remifs Fire of Generation, even the
Aireal Life and Lunar Fire being the Medium in
perfefting it by gentle Decoétion from Point to
Point, which Regimen of the Fire has been careful-
ly hid by all Artifts, in that ’tis called the Veffel
of Nature, or Mercurial Veffel, Pondus Nuature:
Whereas the Iiguor Alkabeft is made by the mofk
violent Fire of feparation, for the Spirit is by Vio-
lence not only Diftil’d from the Earth'in Fiery'
form; but that is United to the Blood, which pro- '
duces that Hellih Fire that brings all Imperfect M- |
tals to a greater Imperfeflnefs, though notwith~ |
ftanding it makes them the more Powerful and Ef-
ficacious for the expelling and rooting out of Difs
eales and Infirmities; for being brought totheip
ficft Ens they diffolve and circulate with our ]ch.r:ia,,r :
as being then thin and Spirituous, and fo perform
that in the curing Difeales, which in their hard and:
grofs Natures could never be expeéted fromthem.
Sixthly and Laftly, The Philofsphers. Mercury and
Liguor Alkabeft differ in this, the one' may be”
brought to an Univerfal Medicine; the other has

ne
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{ Pag.347-) between the Holy Trinity and the -
 Philofophers Stone,) Compares his Meréury. to God
. the Father, as being a Spiritual Body § and the Phi-
dofophers Sulpbur or Gold to God :the Son, who is
‘God and Man, which Suipbwr muft dye and rife
again for its Brothers and Sifters fake, being then
.a glorious Body, redeeming and Tinging them to
‘Eternal Life: and ‘when thefe two comé: together
faith he, they are called | Mercary  Duplicate 3 from
- whence proceeds our third Subftance, which is our
Glorified and fixed So/, the Philofophers fione, or Spi-
ritual Effence of the Philofophers, called the Triune
Stone, proceeding from Two, Water ‘and Spirit,
Animal and Vegitablein the Mercury and the Mi~
neral - living Sulphur  of Sv/, which are Three,
Two, and yet but One. .. Now obferve, this Authors
Mercury Duplicate is the fame [Like,] with that of
Geber and Paracelfus, which the Mercury will over-
come, and then it becomes the Medicifie or Alchs-
ooty w4

S F B o
b 5l ik B

- Thus having given you fome Account and Reafon,
of the Names impofed by Authors on this " Liguor,
I fhall now come to give you fome Reafori for our
Additional Name, viz. Trifertes Sagani, which is as
Proper a Name, for this Liquor, as any given by the
Adepes, it being Spirits born in and Predominant
over the fire, nay it inhabits the fire, even that fire
that hath Power to diffolve the four Elements and
Reduce them to. its own Nature of Univerfality.
Now this Liguor being thus Prepared i a Com-
%ﬁt Key to the Medicinal Art, and doth open the

realury of Medicines in the three Kingdoms of Na-
.t_ghgc, in a way fuccedeanous to nothing but the great

xers s

v AT _ L 13 . 53

- But feeing the ufe of this Liguor is manifold and
various and will require a whole Chapter, T fhall
omit {peaking of it here and refer you to the nexts
where its vertues are fully thewns and come a little to
&1l G confider
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confider the Exercife of a laborious Searcher, which he:
meets withal in his  fearch: The firft Exercife is tos
come to the knewledge of a true Subje€t Matter whichi
is very difficult : for the Philofophers Words' concer--
ning it are fo obfcure and hidden, and the Matter:
Involved in fuch Tropes and Metaphors, that it re=-.
guires a more than ordinary help to come to al
right underftanding to diftinguifh = rightly and!
truly and genuinly what the Matter is, which beyond |
“ail Controle is candidly done in thefe Sheets.

The fecond  Difficulty that the Labourer meets:
withal, is todiftinguifh between true Booksand thofe:
which are falfe and Sophiftically Written, which in-
deed is a Labyrinth, equally as' difficult as the
former concerning the Matter 3 For a fallfe Author’
is llke a'wrong Guide upon a Journey, for if in the:
beginning.of the fame, ‘He goes but a few fteps:
in a wrong Path, and then follows the {ame, may
in the Conclufion be led clear contrary to his defign-
ed end ; and indeed it is of greater Confequence
in fearch, becaufe there .is few: or none to be
met with.in all our Courfe, that can direét to the
right way:: Now there is in Scripture a Curfe prod
nounced on all thofe, who put the Blind out of his
way, which Curfe will take hold on all thofe Sophi<
ftical Writevs, in that there is no Blindnefs greater
than the Spiritual Blindnefs, whether in things Na< "
tural or Divine, and therefore ’tis. a wvery: great'
difficulty to diftinguifh them afunder, which being |
done the falfe are to be fhun'd as much as the
Devil himfelf, who is the Author of all Im<
pofture. - . ni 29 |

A Third Difficulty is after you diftinguith Au-
thors, te come to fome knowledge and Under-
ftanding of the ‘true, concerning the Scope and
Intention of their Writing, both as to Theory
and Praétice ; which indeed is a Difficulty’ fur-
mounting the former, former for thefe Reafons:

£y ! | The
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‘The firft is their Circumlocutions ‘and large De-
Aferiptions of things when as indeed it may be com-
prehended in little Compafs ; the fecond is their
‘Multiplicity of Repetitions of one and the fame
thing, only with fome variation of Words, only
toamule the Reader : The third is by fuch volu-
minous Writings they have the more room and
Liberty to Confound their Operations, fpeaking
of one thing where they ought to (peak of ano-
ther 3 by which Prepofterous manner of Writin
the Searcher can’t fail of being bewildred  this is
not a Fault about the Operations only, but alfo
‘about the time of the Operation, which caufes A-
bundance of difficult Thoughts in the Operator,
and makes him many times think thofe things con.
cerning Time, which are neither Probable in Na-
ture, nor poffible forArt to perform: For whatis to
be gathered from the moft concurring Writings
of them allis, that the Matter can’t pafs the firft
- Diffolution in lefs than five Month and the riper
and higher Matters are carried, the fooner and fhor-
ter will an Operation be , for in Conclufion it ma
be brought to the Work of a Months, then of
a Week, and laftly ofa day, which Operations be-
ing mifplaced caufe this Error 3 for there is great
differnce between that Operation, where there is
ripe ferment and that where there is not; for ’tis
very difficult to bring bread to rife without Yeaft.

- Now the laft and moft Principal difficulty of all
is, the want of Subfiftance or Money of your own
to carry on your fearch and Labours 3 for tho’ you
have never fo much Knowledge and have overcome
all the other difficulties, yet without money to
build Furnaces, buy Glaffes and Convenient vellels,
and Coals, you can’t go forward with your Opera-
tions 5 I make no doubt but this was the fate of
the Cleine Boer, and of that Worthy and famous
Count Bernard Earl of Trevif an, to detain him three
years from the Pofleffion of the Magiftery atter

Gz he
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cines, yet arethey totally bereaved and' divefted
from any generative Power 3 o that “twill ‘be in
vain for any to expe&, Generatien therefrom, fees
ing the Liguor it felf is prepared by the way of
Wrath ; and fo it diffolves Bodies j therefore called
Ignis Gebennay the Fire of Helij but the Medicines
_prepared by it furpaffing others, I fhall Five- you
fome Particular Examples of it, firft of fuch, as
are of an Inferior Rank, as to Preparation, and
then of thofe more difficult and Noble. 7 =

-

-

Now for {mall Experiments and for the more
ready ufe of the A/chzkeft, ’tis good to provide
your {elf of Convenient Veflels, as fmall as Egg-
gaﬂ'cs, thick and firong, with fhort Necks, wide -

ouths,andGround froppers exaétly fitted; alfo fmall
Retorts with Ground ﬂnpﬁcrs, which may ferve
both for digeftion and Diftillation; but for great
Experiments and larger quantities I advife you to
ufe my hard Metal Jugs made fizable with very long
Necks,well tryed which is by putting them into aPait
or Tub of Water within two Inches upto the mouth
then blow yeur Breath, if there be any Air hole, the:
Water will Bubble, then not fit for ufe: Thefe
ferve for Digeftion, Diffolution, and alfo Diftillati-
on, becaufe you may work them either ftanding
upright, or lying down, as your occafion fhall re-
quire 3 being ‘thus provided with Veflels you may
begin your Solutions firft on Vegitables ; Which
it do=s Refolve into their firft liquid Matter, di-
ftinguifhing in them all the Heterogenities by
feveral Colours, and diftinét places, one above a-
nother y in which Refolution there always feats it
[elf in-a Diftinét place a fmall Liquor, Eminently'
diftinguifhable from the reft in Colour, in which
tiﬁ; Crafis of the whole Hearb, Tree or Seed, doth-
refide : in which Retrogradation of the Concrete, ',
by this way of Diffolution, there is no lefs of Ver-
tue, but an Exalting of the fame by many degrees
only whatever virulency is in the Crude Concrete,’
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by this Operation is wholly extinét, with a Pre.

fervation motwithftanding of all the fpecifick Ver-
tue, appertaining to the Concrete in its fimplii

'ﬁitj"a

And furthermore ’tis to be obferved, you mayy
diffolve all Herbs into their Principles, liquidi
without Sediment, of which part will be unétiouss
and fat, efpecially in Trees, Gums, Seeds and ma-.-
ny Roots 3 and part Aqueous in which the Volatilee
Salt of the Concrete will appear to the taft, the:
Liquor with its own Oyl you may Circulate intod
an Effential Salt, which is indeed the firft Ens off
the Concrete § but if you would have things done:
in a lefler time, make your Diffolutions jn ai
fironger heat, and diftill over your Liguor  wichi
the diffolved Bodyin a due fire, fo will the Oyss
linefs be wholly turned into a Saline Spirit, which
in a diftillation by Bath will come over in various;
Colours the Crafis feperating it felf from the:
Flegme (" both by Colour, Taft aud Smell , as alfoy
by its Time of Coming over the Helm diftinguithe-
able) and your Liguor left behind at bottom, asi
much in quantity, and as Effeétual in virtue, asi
before 3 asfor example, This Work does happily"
fucceed with Bawm, or any other vegetable which is
better dry than Green) which being only Macerated
fome hours in a  gentle warmth, you will fee it
fo diffolved i fuch a wonderful manner, that you
_cannot fufficiently admire the Effect ; the Alkabeft |
being feparated from it (or brought over according
to the former direétion) out of Bawm you have a-
Noble Cordial for the heart : and thus out of He-
lebore you may obtaina Noble {pecifick againft |
the Gout, Hypecondriack Melancholy , Caleniuress
and DPeliria’s in Fevers: out of Colocymbida an ex«
cellent Febrifuge 3 and out of Cedar an Ews for
long life : For which take the Wood Czdar Jiiij
of the Diffolvent an equal Proportion and digeft
twenty four Hours, and it will be wholly dj :li

v

®
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‘véd in the Confervation of even the very fimé
~odour, the Liquor being feparated, it will freely
diffolve in Spirit of Wine, or if you firft diffolve
5 them in Spirit of Wine, ‘the Liquor will diffolve
with it 5 digeft and draw off the Spirit' of Wine,
and then you may diftil offthe dikabeft with the
(Effence of the Concrete, and feparate them, as
you have been direfted: Obferve the Diffolution
“of this for long Life, 'muft be in a gentle heat
dike that of the Sunin'the Spring and after that
digefted in a like heat till the Oy} and Water be
united into an Eficntial Salc: I fhould advife all
Vegetables to be prepared in the like Nature,
‘if you defire, to have their Eminent Ve
without lofing thofe peculiar Excellencies, w
depend on the[Vita witima of the Concrete, other-
wﬁ‘; a fpeedier Preparatien makes the Medicine
no lefs Effectual for Curing Difeafes, tho’ lefs po-
werful as to long Life: out of Myrrh, Alloes
and Safron, an Excellent ‘Antihetical Medicine, as
alfo agaioft Lypothymy’s, Deliquia’s, Convulfions
and P alfies. Thus much for Vegicables, I fhall
now give you a fhort Survey of Stones, Pearl and
&t&ﬁ and laftly of Minerals: Tho’ I muftcon-
fels by tke way, that if your Liguor does radically
diffolve a charcoal, it is as certain a fign, that it is
‘true, asif it diddiffolve Gold it felf 3 for accor
ding to Helmont, the Work fucceeds well upon
€harcoal 3 but ’tis admirable to fee how the O-
perations will be changed and varied acco rding to
the Degree of Fire, and diuturnity of digeftion,

'.

~Take of the Stone Ludus, in Subtil Powder, and

of the Diffolvent anz, Q. V, digeft twenty four
hours then diftil, and “twill be converted wholly
into 2 Salt, which being Calcined will ina cold
Moift Air eafily run p. delig : which wil! cer-
tamly Cure the Srone with all ‘its Attendants.

Take
H
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Take of Pearl, what ql_mi_ntitl you g}caf: ;%qd
of the ﬁgﬂm, equal Proportion, which ,qng_%.‘
in Tmmerged, ‘twill diffolve 1toa Mucilage ( 2
-Fmile Maceration of fame hours preceding ) Re-
 ivable in Spirits of Wine. The fame may be
done on Crabs Eyes, but fooner : >Tis an excel-
lent Medicine, for comforting the heart, giving
firength to the very Marrow and Bones : Coral
fo diffolved is aMedicine that reftores fenfe to thole:
bereaved of - it, Comforts the Brain, Memory!
and Heart, expelling fadnefs and Melancholly, and
making a chearful and healthy Conftitution.

. Obferve with this Liguor you muft ufe no acid |
Spiric, or Salt, or Corrofive of what fort foever..
For wherever fuch things are ufed, as Mediums
whether for Mercury, ot any other, they muft be:
well wafhed off and made fweet before the Alka--
beft is put on 3 therefore in Sulphur fine Flowers;
are the beft: Of thefe take ‘what quantity you!
pleale, of Liguor Equal Proportion Digeft for the:
fpace of two days, and afterwards Cohobate twice:
or thrice. they will come over the Helm in foram
of a very Red Oyl, feperable from the Liguor byy
a feparating Glafs : Excellent in the Confuumptiony,
Coughs, and the like 3 tis not only %vPrc{'eﬁa-.
. tive of Man’s body but alla of Beer Wines andl
other Liguors, -tk Y

1f you Abftrat this Liguor from the Calx. off
Lead, twenty four hours digeftion being premi=
fed ; you will have the Lead fo Referated unlockedi
or opened, as that in Spirit of Wine, "twill ‘eafilyy
let go its Sanguineous and [weet Tinéture : whichi
is the Magiftery of Lead, and an Excellent Me-+
g;ge for all burniogs and Inflamations whats
Cre LU A8 Y s kol
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" Take of the Flowers of Antimony, fublimed
with Sa} Armonizck and dulcified, or of the Alco-
bol of Antimony, which is better, one Ounce of the
iguor Alkabeft thrée Ounces, put them into a
Retort, and digeft fix hours, at furtheft then fill off
the Diffolvent, and you will have a -Ifruc Medici-
ne, which Infallibly Cures the Dropfy.

[%gake of Precipitate very well edulcorated,
nade after what manner you pleafe, one Ouncé;
of the Diffolyent two Ounces, afid having been
digefted 24 hours Diftil, and you'l have a fix'd
Precipitate, working by ftool, fweat and Urine,
a certain Remedy %or the Leprofy, fiwrvy, Kings-
Evil, Gout and Pox, ' =

‘Take of the Calx of Gold one Ounce , of the
Liquor two Ounces 3 digeft ina Viol with 2 long
Neck ( or one of the Egg-glaffes, before deferibed
which is better ) for three days, or until it will
give forth no more Tinéture ; then wppur off all
ﬁgﬁs-&iffﬂln‘ed_ into a Retort, and with a gen-
El :5 e draw off the Liguor, and you’l find the
Gold diffolved in the Bottom of the Retort,
which you may either diffolve i Spirit of Wine,
of let riin in the Air p. delig3 and you have a
true Aurum Potabile : The fame Procefs is to be
obferved in Silver, -

Another 3 Take Gold Czlcined into fine Atoms,
or Laminated into thin Leaves, one Ounce, of
the Liguor Alkabet three Ounces put them into
a Retort with a ground ftopper, and |let them
remdin in the heat of a gentleBath a few daies, or
ntil the Gold be diffolyed without Sediment,

Liguor then being diftilled from it, leavesit in
i€ form of a Salt fufible which Cohobated often
with the Liguor, {s made Volatile, and cotnes o-
ver in two Liquors, White and Red; the Red
15 the Hemaine Tintture, and the White may be
| H 2 re-
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reduced into a White Mercurial- Body, ; after the:
diffolving, Liguor is {eparated from the fame : Thus;
Gold the King of Metals, of Nature moft fixed!
in Corrofives, Teft and Cuppel enduring all kindl
of Martyrdomes without the leaft diminution,,
even the moft exquifite Tryal of Vulean, is by thiss,
Ligquor or Fire, wholly maftered and Conqueredl
fo as to be brought into its Mineral Ezs, which)
is the higheft Preparation of Gold, that can be:
made by, means  of this Ligyor, being its;
Fifth Effence, and is of Power to cure the moft:
deplorable Difeafes, to which the Nature of Mani
is i‘uzjsuf’t ; but the Magiftery of Gold, which iss
the firlt Preparation of it, by means of this Li=:
quor, isa moft eminent Medicine againft all Ma—~
lignant Feavers, the Peflilence, Palfics, the Plagues
€¢ - In the like manper you Prepare the Fifth Ef-
fence of Silver; but this following Medicine, is e=-
qual if not fuperior to either.

The Sweet 0yl of Venus Take of the beftt
Danzick or Roman Vitriol, and Calcine it till it bee
throughly wafted in the Fire what will waftg
then dulcifie the Coleothar with diftilled Raim
Water, and dry it very well, to the Vitrio/ thuss
prepared, add of the Fire or Liquor, equal Partss
for it willbe diffolved eafily and Friendly, diftill
off your Liguor, and pour it back agains and thuss
Cohobate it at the leaft 12 or 1§ times, fo willl
all the Body of the Colcsthar be brought overt
the Helm, in form of a Green Liquor; digefit
this fame in the gentle heat of a Bath, for abount
a Month and then diftil it in a flow Fire, fo willl
the whole Mctalline fubftance of the Venus, comes
over, leaving the Liquor below in the Retort, ita
its intire Pondus and Virtue: To this Liquost
or Spirit put an equal quantity of fal Armoniack, difis
folved in as much Water as will diffolve it, <
{hall you feparate the Green Liquor from a Whitee
Sediment,” which White Sediment, will give @

' ' ~ Whitee
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it from the unworthy, yet at the {ame time to ghe:’s,l
free Entrance to the Adopted Sons of Hermes, and .
tis requifite that it fhould be-fo delwerd, it be--
ing the foundation of that-Cabaliftial Wifdom,,
which contains the Secrets of Nature, and the:|
moft principal Part of that fo highly efteemed off|
by the Femws, Chaldeans, Perfians and Ancient Greeks,,
and many other Chriftian Cabalifts of other Na-.
tions 3 for as I faid even now, it is the Mothers
of all Natural Art and Science, to which Paracel--
fus, Sandivogins, Philalethes, and many others ex--
prefly agree.

We fhall make firft a Theorical, and then a Pra--
{tical Inveftigation concerning the beginning off
this Cabaliftical Wildom, Firft, Theorically it iss
affirmed, That this fecret Science was by Divines
Infpiration deliver’d to the Ancient Jews, andi
more particularly to Mofes with the Law, as welll
the Natural as the Divine, as fome of the He--
brew Rabbies o aflert in General: But others off
them were of the Opinion, that it was four timess
reveal’d from God to Mankind 3 fome faying, thatt
Adam had a perfe€t knowledge of it in Paradife 3
others, that it was reveal’d to him by way off
Requital, after he was put out of Paradife, andi
that at a time, when Melancholily contemplatings
the lofs of that great Injoyments alfo to Mofess
in the Bufh, to Solomon in a Dream, and to Ef=
dras by the Angel. 1

From hence the Jewilh Cebalz had its Origi—
nal, and was by them highly efteemed in fucceed-~
ing Ages one after another ; but upon this T muftt
make one Remark, which is, That to me 'tis plaim
to concecive, that the Art was as often loft, or elfe:
what need was there of remewed Difcoveries,,
and there is a very good Reafon for it; for the:
Praétical and Natural part of this Wildom was int
tholc Ages, as they affirm, never written in Books,,

? but .
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Procefs, and to me ’tis very plain, that this is.

that one true Matter, which all the Ancient Phi-, |
lofophers, none excepted, have as with one mouth . |

born Teftimony -to ; who are fo conjunét, that.
they differ not in the leaft point in the Matter, .
oc Modus Operandi thercon, even through Series of

Ages, yet different both in Tongue and Nation,

which to me is one plain proof of its verity,

and fo confequently high Ignorance to queftion

_its poffibility. But feeing ’tis not my Task to

ufe many Arguments, in this fhort Epiftle, tocon-
vince the Gain-fayer or Unbeliever, my defign be- |

ing to lend an hand to the diligent, and inde-
fatigable fearcher after natural Verities only, and
to let them know, that the knowledge of this
fubjeét Matter is of fuch Tmportance, that ’tis the,
very foundation on which Hermes’s Myftical Tem-

ple is built; fo is the regular Proceeding there-.
on the main Hinge on which the Door of Ea-

trance movess it is by the knowledge of thefe
two firft fteps we come to the Fountain’s-head,
and difcern thofe Rivulets, that run through the
moft dark Caverns of Natures hidden Myfteries, -
and by degrees fiream forth into thofe clear and
Chriftaline Waters, that open unto us the nature .
of all created Beings.

Ah! then what great Pitty is it, that fo ufe-

ful and profitable a Science fhould be fo {lighted,
contemned and neglected ( by reafon of the dif-

ficulty of its fearch) and that even by men, that
are qualified with outward Aquirements; feeing -

that by it is to be difcerned, as Sandivogius faith, :
the growth and virtue of Creamsed Beings,

The many Clafhings that often happen about

thefe Heads, T am very apt to think, proceed meer-
ly from the Non-knowledge of this Fountain g for
many are apt to form their own /dess of things,
{o that Phanfy is become the Foundation of too
tv 4 ceeg v (il R
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the Artiff expetls 1o obrain an Univerfal Medicine;
it muft be in, by and from fuch a4 fubje@, as b
not only all the particular forms of Mineral Salts an
Sulphurs, as may by the band of an Artift eafily bee
demoifirated 5 bur alfo the Metallick ones 100, toges:
ther with the general form of ,Li%bl:, Heat, Motiom
and Aftral virtue, from whence the perfed Meraldy
receive their Beauty and Durability, even from am
oyly and lightfome wapor of Salt, Sulpbur and Mers
cury, by which the parvicular body of Salt and Sull.
phur is Animated, Enliven’d, Purified and Exalted, s
alfo truly Open’d, fo as to caft out all its corruptecd
Defilements, and to be brought to a nature whollyy
Univerfal, by the Magnetick virtue of our FVefterp
Mercury. : kY

This is the true beginning and foundation ool
our Arts for’tis impoffible for any thing to gives
that, which it felf hath not, and therefore cann
not be attributed to any particular Species whats
foever, but to the great Fountain of Nature, e
ven that Catholick Salt, Sulpbur and Mercury, whence
all things derive, in fecondary Caufes, their lifés
and multiplicative virtue. - _

And to defcribe it more plainly, it is livingg
Fumes, both Male and Female ; the Male is a dryy
and fulphureous Earth, naturally and artificiallyy
prepar’d both fimple and compound 5 the Femal
is, @ moift and living Vapour, a fpermatick anc
{eedy water, and the whole a myftical Emblem o3l
the ancient Vapour, Myft, Hyle or Chaos, wheneg?
the World by the ftupendous Art of the grean
Artificer, even the Almighty God, was firft forma
eds for in its Womb is contained the firft Ena
of ail natural Forms, yet unfpecificated: This was
from the foundation of the World, and will be¢
to the end thereof, the true and right begin
ning of this Myftical Science. '

5\ wac it J
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Now the firft neceflary Apparitions that are

onftituted and do appear from the firft Chass in.
eparation are the Elements, vzz. A fuperior Sper-
ny-water, and an inferior Saline one, which is
\ir and Water 3 Earths, Red and White, and a
ixed Vitriolick Salt, and [harp Vine%car; thefe
ontain Earth and Fire. Now the Inferior Wa-
ers being putrified and feparated from a Coagu-
ating, Arfenical, Poifonous Salt, and united with
ts natural Spoufe the Salt of the Earth, then by
diftillation' and Sublimation purified from a poi-
onous Fume and Corrofive fixed Salt, which con-
titutes a fecond Apparition in order to a For-
nation of the body natural, which is an Union
f the three Earths with the Spermy-water, and then
idding the firft Menfiruum or Fire, wviz. the Vi-
ieger and Mercury fublimate, produce, by means
f our Fire, by Digeftion, out of the United Wa-
ers, the firfk body of Earth and Fire, in whofe
Womb is contained the firft receptacle of Tin-
Fure. For mark it well, our Fire is Sulphureous,
yet a living and volatile Earth, purified from all
watry aquacity and earthy Kaces, and by fubli-
mation brought to that eftate that anfwers the
Artift’s end, even to heat and warm the cold
and feminine Matrix of Mercury, making it na-
turally to throw off its Defilements. This is a
dry, Waer and yet a Fire, and Luke-warm Afbes,
. Green Lyon, a Houfe and Habitation of Tintlure,
the. Governor of our Bath4 that White, that Lunar
Earth, which to this day from the foundation of
the World hath remained undilcovered; this is
that fat and dry water which was prepared by
Medeas, by whofe advice Fafom charm’d the Dra-
gons of the Hefperian Gardens: And as it is the
Governor of the Bath, and the Conqueror of the
ragons, {0 by it alone the oyl of the Lamp is
govern’d Clibanically, and without this heat the
Artift muft fight a long timej; the reafon is
fhewn by Sandivogiys, who fays, That Nature mi‘::
£y ; L
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the Metals of Mercury alone by long decoRion, bu
Art adds a ripe Sulpbur, which makes a grear gbbre.
vigtion of the Work, For although ’tis a body,,
yet ‘tis volatile in the nature of a Spirit, fo th
it the more readily unites with Mercuries nimbl
motion 3 this is a volatile Sulpbur out of a vola--
tile Mercury, which- carries on the work to i
firft Predeftination, in order to Perfeftion. The:
practice of it is, to unite the dry and moift, wiz..
the Sulphurous and Mercurial, and that in a Com--
plicate, yet fimple Compound Nature, fc. in a1
double dry and double moift Natures the firfkt
dryth is in the Earth Natural, the fecond in the:
Earth and” Fire Artificial; the firft Meifture in1
the united Inferior Waters, the fecond in the Air..
Now the moft dry and the moft moift are Male:
-and Female, which are aéted by an Aive Spirit;,|
which is in them all, butis only manifeft by thes
Union and Rotation of Elements, by cafting’ of a3
Maneral Sulpbur into a Vegerable Mercury, by whichy
they compleatly and perfgaly purge each other 3;/
fo that the whole work is but a rarifying of Wa--
ter into Air, and condenfing Air into Earth, and!
to make Spirits bodies, and bodies Spirits againy,
which is effe€ted by uniting the Centre to the Cir=:
cumference, and by boiling Fire in Water 5 for he:|
that knows not how to weigh the Fire, that isto
fay, to know its true Pondus in the Compofition
of Bodies, as alfo to meafure the Wind, or ra--
ther know that Power that holds the Wind or'
Air in its fift, fhall never know the right ‘begin-
ning . and  praétice in our Philofophy, which in.
plain Terms is in the Balance of Libray for as]
the right fcale holds the weight of Fire, fo doth !
the left the weight of Air, grafping and fepara= '
ting the pure Air from the crude, which crude
Air muft never go into the Work; for nature |
throws that off, as a voluntary vomit, being the
mofk wild and uncondentible fume in the whole
World, . That aduft Su/pbur contained in the come
buftible







(14) --
Womb, for when ripe ’twill give thee not o
- a Lunar, but alfo a Solar Oyl g !
FOOLe M 5
The Philofophers fay, the whole work is but:
extra@ the Water from the Earth, and to retur
it to the Earth again; but in thefe words ther
is fomething very Myfterioufly to be underfto
¥or if the Water or Spirit, that is putrified in
Earth be not cooled by cafting it into the Wa
and Air, by which ’tis cleanfed, ’tis incapacitatee
to return to the Body; for as the fublimation Arr
tificial carries off an Hydropical Water and’ filthy
Barth, fo doth this natural purifie the matrix '
Mercurial Water in which ’tis fown, making i
likewife to caft forth a filthy Earth and Hydred
pical Water alfo. This is Artephius's body that coat
gulates the Water into drinefs, as Runnet doth Cheefil
our of the body in tke PWater 3 the body being pum
ged by Vinegar and Salt, and our fiery Dragon b
the juice of the vegetable Satwrnia, they may &
gain be united by the Medium of our dry Water o
Philofophical Fire, Flamels firft Agent or Peaces
maker: Bafi's Sal Armomiack, Which in page 15g
of bis Elucidation, he (o much magnifies, biddis
thee not to defpair of obtaining, and telling thees
that it comes out of the Mine of old Satwn,
* r

Hence thou maift eafily dilcern that there mu
be Mediums between the 'hot and the ‘cold, ‘th
dry and the moift, and is allo the union betweet
the volatile and the fixed; for the body being
formed in the Water by a body Spiritual, and
Spirit Corporal , or out of a vitriolick Wa
and a Sulphureons Fume, they mix per Minimg
the Sulphureous Earths : But if they are not
formed gradually, the body will lofe its Magne
tick Vertue, and fo will never be able to ret
to a Spirit again; for if the body is not endu:
ed with a powerful attraftive Virtue, it can nev
be Animated, and if the Czleftial Spirit' be not!
- . pures;
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&m\, the body will not retain it to profit, for
‘they are nourithment one to the other; the
body fixing the Spirit, and the Spirit exalting
the body with Celeftial Virtue, nay, that Cele-
fial airy life by which it was (although after a
more fimple manner ) firft formed, fo that here
thou maigt obferve, That that body is moft healthy
and durable, which is nourifhed and ‘enliven’d by
the more {imple food, fo called, as proceeding
from the firfk Ews of its own Being, fo is that
Spirit that remains in its own habitation untit
ripe' for it is that only, which gives ftrength to
our Philofophical Babe, fo as to bring it to an
Hero-like ftate of force and firength fufficient to
diffolve the body: For the White and Female Dove
will firft afcend, and that will go down and fetch
up the Male, for ’tis by Regeneration and new
‘Additions of Water, Spirit and Fire, that our
third and Permanent Menftruum is brought forth,
which is a white and incombuftible Oyl, taken
when ripe as a Kernel out of the Shell.

* 'Here thou maift conceive (T mean as to the
outward ) that myfrerious Doétrine of Regenerati-
xb, for the firft Body after it is brought forth,
‘muft be brought down to Death, by the Wa-
ter and Spirit of the Prima Materiz, and then it is
raifed a more glorious ones for doubtlefs fincethe
fall, the whole Creation groans under the bon-
dage of Corruption, as faith the Scripture: For
duality being enter’d, it brings with it its impu-
rities, and therefore may be aptly faid, there is a
‘Body, that is from the Earth, Earthlys fo there
‘3s'a Spirit, that is more Celeftial and Pure; For
3t takes off the Adamical Corruptions, I mean,
the effetts of the curfe for Man’s Tranfgreffion,
therefcre muft the Body, like Naaman the Afjri-
an be cleanfed of its Leprofy, by going leven
‘times down into the Cabaliftical River of Fordan g
for according to driephius, the bard and dry &ad:'ge(;
m
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- Therefore ( as Eﬂﬁﬁﬁfﬂf faith ) #he 35‘%&5
?mriy of Vapour pafles through the Minergl Earth,
be more is it cleanfed and finted for perfd Generye
t7o7, which plainly points forth not only the fuccef:
five fublimation into Spirit, but alfo a  condenfati-
on of the faid Spirit on the Body again: Fer as
the Gold is dead, the Mercury is alive, and by this
Animation the body is made living and exalted,
as I may properly fay by opening and fhutting of
the Chaos, &c. by means of our living Sulpbur Mer-
eury is Coagulated, and Lator or the body of Gold
exalted.

This Lunar Sulpbur doth exalt not only the Mer-
rury Simplex, but allo Duplicatus 3 for ’tis the cha
Dtgna, born upon the Iland Delos, which will be
Midwife to her Mother Lasona to bring forth Apol-
o3 for ’tis his own Arrows by which the Water of
the Deluge is in part dryed up, and the Serpent
Python killed 5 tis indeed the Philofophers fire e-
jual to the Sun, that putrifies the Compound and
lifpofes §o/. Now by 5ol you muft underftand the
fixed Body, which as yet hath no union with the
ypirit, and therefore will part with its fiery Dra-
1o#, as Water will feparate from Land, the virtue
f which Sulphur the Spiritual Mercury will attraét
nd make it Quinteffential, and prepare the Soul
or the Redemption of its Body, which is perform-
:d by the twofold Zaybeth, [c. the Spiritus Mundi
ind Lunar Sulpbur, which is volatile, and {pends
ts ftrength in Conjunction with the Sun, and
‘herefore muft fhe every Month have her Light re-
lewed ; and here the Philofophers are ealy to be
mderftood, when they fay, their Water is more of
dn to the Sun than to the Moon, becaufe, it ftands
4 fo near Affinity to the Body, and would, if the
olood were feparated, become one with an infepa-
rable Unity; by this you may know according to
. us, that the Operation is truly Philofophi-
il 5 for although the h‘(n:dy is calcined and lflxlladi

i Kk
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black and unétuous, yet muft it retain its magne--
tick Virtues for whoever fhall be fo vain, as too
think to perfe€t the great Elixir, and {ees not hiss
Earth endued with this Property, is certainly im
an Erroneous way, and muft begin again: For ass
the blood hath affinity to the Mercurial Watery,
fo hath that Water to the Body ; for according tao
Bafilius,.the fixed blood of the Red ILyom hath itss
Original and Confanguinity from the unfixed bloodi
of the Green Lyom, therefore are they near off
kin, and will unite by bare digeftion, by the additiom
of our Sulphureons Fire, Vineger or Saline wvitriolickk
Water and Mercury fublimate. For thos the Sum
and Moon muft be in Conjunétion to abfolve per--
fect Generation, which is done by fucceffive Anima--
tions, Cohobations and Rotationss for this Rea«-
fon the body is often liquified in the Water, forr
the Tinéture comes not out all at once, but byy
degrees, and ftill ripens farther and farther; fopr
theugh the two ﬁrige Meuftruums do exalt and ge.-
nerate the body, and in good part purify it, yett
have they not power to make a radical Diffoluti--
on, as doth our third perfeét and permanent Men--
Struum, which is a Mercurial Oyl, which diffolvess
Sol, as Ice in warm Water; for it is the mo--
ther of So/, from whence Sol was Generated, andi
therefore it diffolves it in the prefervation of Form,,
and germinative Virtue, which no other thing ins
the world will do. l'

Now I fhall no longer deter thee from the:
knowledge of this third Menftruum or Fire, marke
well what I fay : It is drawn out of the fecond,,
as Spirit from Blood, or according to Trevifan ags
Oyl out of Water, which is Azoth out of the Elixir g¢
and according to Artepbius, tis their Mercury dravomy
from the Vitriolick Caverns and Red Servant. The:
Philofophers Water of May-dew, their invifible and}
Divine Water, which is not feen till the Artifk!
pleafe, which muft not be till it become a pers-

feét
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4@& fruit, call’d Virgins Milk, without which there
is nio profitable fecret, either in Alchymy or Tranf-
mutation, :

. Ih vain therefore do the many pretenders in A4/-
ehymy boaft of their diffolving Waters er Menftruums,
as they call them, for they have little proficiency in
this Science, till Gold and Silver is made irreduci-
ble, and fo its Light and Tinéture multiplied, {o
as to communicate it to others, which can never be
effeéted, but by the.true knowledge of this Foun-
tain, from whence Light, Life and Tinéture proceed,
as being that only Catholick, and Univerfal Spirit,
that forms bodies, and fupplics them with the afore-
cited properties when formed ; and that thou maift
the better know it, I tell thee, it hath not only
this property in the Mineral Kingdom, but in the
Vegetable and Animal alfo, which are not the pro-

rties of wulgar Mercury, whatever Sephifters think
in their fophifticating Procefies and fitly Amalgama-
tions, but the General Mercury, that nourifhes all
things : For although every Claffis, and every par-
ticular body hath its own feed, by which its like
is produced, yet the All-wife Creator hath ordained,
that they all fhould be nourifhed by one Spirit.

*Tis upon this very Account, viz. its Univerfali-
ty, that (‘I make no doubt) it is faid, Adam brought
it out of Paradife ; for if in the Generation of Man
the vital power hereof fhould not a&t its Office,
the Seed could never be brought to its Perfettion 3
and as in Generation, fo doth it likewife lend its
aid for continual Nourifhment and Prefervation.
For as Sandivogius {ays, No mortal can live withou it 5
this is that which gives greennefs to Lawrel, a new
life, T mean, the Multiplicative one to every Species,
Permanency to Gold, and by its Starry-fire a luftre
to pretivus Stomes, and when Concentrated, Exal-
ted and Prepared, Malleability to Glafs 3 cencern-
ing which you have a notable account of a famous
: 5 R Artift,
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Artift, who, in the Reign of Tiberius Cafar; caufe~
lefly Joft his favour, or rather for the doing of that,
which by others was counted impoffible, viz, the res
ftoring a Porticu at Rome, for the which neverthelels
he was banifhed the City, €9¢. This Artift imploring
bis Pardon, prefented Tiberius with a Glals, which,
whilft he craved his Pardon, the faid Tiberius threw
againft the ground, and being bruifed and crufh’d.
- together, but not broken, the Artift by an Hammer '
brought it to its former fhape 5 whereupon Ceafar
asked him, Whether any befides himfelf underftood |
this Secret? He replyed, No. Where upon he:
commanded his Head to be ftruck off, faying, That:
if the Art of Malleable Glafs thould be pratiifed, it:
would make Gold and Silver but cheap and inconfi--
derable things, vid. Wan's Hiftory of Man, _

This Spirit or rather the Soul and fiery virtue of!
this univerfal Matter ftands in Harmony with the:
great World, and confequently is the foundation joff
that, which is called, the Sophi’s perpetual Motion 33
and the Permanent Sulphur of this will give a Tranf--
cendant luftre to Copper, and makeit, as in Scripa.
ture is mentioned, as pureas Gold, There is a fierys
Power in it, that will ix common Mercury, and a1
Golden and fiery Sulphur, which the Philofophers fay,,
is the Water of the colour of Fire, mentioned in the:
Maccabees, which was hid in a Pitt, and being taken/
out burned on the Altar, and the fame with that gij- «
ven by the Angel for Efdras to drink. y |

From hence I am well fatisfied, all the naturali
Magick, fo highly efteemed by the Jewilh Cabala,,
and Chriftian Sophz, had its rife and foundation, and |
I will diftinguifh it thus: The Divine Part, which)
was for expounding the Law,«received by the hand!
of Mofes, as allo the Prophets, did flow from the:
unfpeakable fountain of God’s inexhauftible fullnef§ |
by the Revelation of the Divine Spirit; and the nas |
tural doth flow from Natures Catholick Spirit, which

being
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&ng rightly underftood, expounds all the Myfte-
ries, couched in Tropes, Mectaphors, and dark Anig- -
matical Speeches, contained in the Philofophers Writ-
ings ; fo that it may eafily be conceived, why this
Art remains at this day fo hidden, and by [o few
obtained : For Man’s natural Wit, Learning, Arts
and Parts, are all too fhort 3 it muft come by hard
fabour, guided by an Tluminated underftanding,
for which reafon fome have faid Dii fuz Bona vendurs
Laboribus,

For this Reafon, Reader, hath this Univerfal Spi-
£it been fo highly efteemed in all Ages, tho in its
firft Formation 'tis fy Spiritual, that it is almolt in-
vifible and untangible, yet it muft be nourifhed in the
arms of its Nurfe, till brought of fuch ftrength, as
not only to cure fick and imperfe¢t Metals, but allo
to reftore Man’s body to perfe€t Samity, and is a
{ure help to the needy, while in the vale pf Mifery.
But more of this in Mercuries Caduce Rod.

Therefore (O Reader) {light not the Antiquity of
this Myftery, nor this Epiftle ; for what I have here
- written is a Doétrine, as ancient as Philofophy it
felf: For they all affirm with one Mouth the Office
of the Univerfal Spirit in making the grand Medi-
¢ine, and that by a gradual progreffive Motion, al-
tho’ in this Work ‘tis Retrogradation, or a reitera-
ted Reincrudation of the body, and a Congelation
of the Spirit: in which Act the earthly Feces, and
watry Aquacity is caft off, and fo of a cold and moyft
‘nature is made hot and warm, even the permanent
‘fire of bodies, from whence proceeds the Chryftalline
ake of the wile Men, and all thefe both Aétive and
_Paffive arife from one matter; for the matter is one
.thing, containing, an Emblem of all things, mean
and contemptible to outward appearance, efpecially
to thofe who know not its inward virtues, And' the
Ancients did not Err, when they faid ’tis found in'a

‘ ?qn‘gh’il, and that "twas caft away as a thing of little
: Q 3 value,

-
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value, and therefore did they write of the fmallnefs of
its coft. 2

But now the cafe is alter’d, experience makes men
wifer; for in fome parts of the World the gene:atii
crude matter is become a Manufaétory, although the:
true and fimple matter is obtained jwith difficulty. .
This I fhall pafs by, and come to Explain what may "
be underftood by the veflel in which this great Medi- -
cine is prepared 3 for to bring it to its perfeétion,,
there muft be adapt and proper Inftruments, €9c.

"T'is true, I am not unfenfible, that there isa yul-
gar notion of thofe, wha take the Philofophers words ;
according to the litgeral fence, That ’tis a thing of°
{mall charge, and may from the beginning to the end
be wrought in-one Veflel ; but this is a myfterious
Krot, and one of the greateft Riddles, "that is con- -
tained in their Writings, as hath been confirmed to
me by wétful Experience ; and therefore am bold to
affirm, that 'tis fo difficult to be underftood, if taken
inthevuigar Senfe, as if it fhould be a veffel of Earth
or Glafs, they (hall never fee the perfetion of the
Magiftery. A N

But in Commiferation to the true Defirers of na-
tural verity, I have already fufficiently fhewn to a
Son of Wifdom, whatis to be underftood by the Vefs |
fel and Fire; I fhall yet further add, that by the
Veflel is underftood the Philofophers Earth, which :
muft be calcined, that its Golden Seed may be ex-
traéted, which being perform'd you have a ripe
Seed, which will foon reward the Artift. Now this
Seed can’t be extraéted but by an Hamogeneous Men-
firuum, to wit, our third fire, which fire likewife
muft not go out of its veflel of blood, until it have
ftrength to withftand the Fire and the Water, tho®
it may far fooner be taken out of its Veffel than the
body, yetit muft not be open’d in lefs than three
Eagles, according to Philalethes, or five Months time,
L TR T ot o
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e
‘FlameD's time of blacknefs; for if you do, experience
fhews that you deftroy the lifeand can do no more
with that Chaos 5 for by putrifaétion only is Genera-
tion and Separation of Tmpurities, and that you may
not be ignorant where they are feparated, I have
{hew'd that all muft be weighed in the Mercurial Ba-
lance of Libras for there is the Sword and Scale of
Juftice, and its due weight here is of the greateft
‘Confequence in the whole Work ; for as Mercury hath
‘its helm of Sulpbur to Steer and Govern the Work, [0
hath Sulpbur its Receiver ; fo that T may boldly al-
fert in the moft firiéteft {enfe of Philofophy, we have
two Veflels, without the exaét knowledge of which,
the Magiftery will never be effefted 5 nay, JSandivo-
ius {aith, That Nature bath but one, but ﬁr brevities
Jake we ufé two, which Philaletbes in his Comment on
him, calls the one the Star of Mars and Penus, and
the other Mercury of the Philofophers: Nay, I may
add a third, viz. our fiery Furnace or Magnet found
in the belly of Aries, which by its Zunar nature is
the caufe of the Calcination of the body, and confe-
uently of the flowing of Radical Moifture; but 1
?earl have alteady tranfgrefled the filence of Pytha-
oras, and fo have incurr'd upon me the Carfes of
‘the Philofophers, for fo plainly opening the door of
Harmes's myftical Temple, e, - '

But as I ufe not other Mens words, nor run in the
ftream of vulgar Errors in protefting what is utterly
falfe, fo neither fhall I write or deliver any thing,
that is difagreeing to the Law of verity in the na-
tural and artificial Procefs, fo as to expofe known
and willful untruths to the World.  But for the un-
deceiving of the true Defirer, in Bowels of true Com-
paffion, I do further boldly affert in the face of all

Mankind, that as to Chymical Veflels of Glafs or
Earth it requires many, much coft and confiderable
pains, whatever ignorance may conceive to the con-
trary : For the Crude matter yields but {mall quan-
tity of pure Seed, fo that confiderable quantitics are

[y _ required
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required for Diftillation, and confequently conveni--
ent Veffels 3 others for Calcination and Sublimation 1
rothers for evaporating the vitriolick Saltsy otherss
for making the Vinegar and Mercury fublimate j o
hers for preparing of our Sulphureous Fire; thes
uke-warm Afhes, and Fiery Furnace, which is thes
begining of Ponanus’s fire, and manitefts that Cele--
ftial Spirit, which Pontanus faith is taken elfewheres
than from the matter, andas I have faid is the Go--
verner of our Bath; for by it the Oyl of the Lampy
is govern’d Geometrically, for the vegetable Sarur-.
72 doth embrace the pure part of the Saturnia Mi-.
#erale, and fo throws off thofe black Feces, that hin-.
der the otherwife refplendent Whitenefs, and for
confequently by means of this Sulphur our Mercury:
is Hermaphroditical. But as my defign is chiefly to
touch at the three Fires, I fhall now fpeak a few:
Words concerning that fire, which muft not go out,,
Vi3, the Philofophical Spirit or Fire, contained ig |
the blood, which muft remain there till well dige- -
fted and ripe; for after the firft Diftillation there
will feparate a blood-red Oyl which is a noble Me-
dicine, fo that when they fpeak of the fire that muft
not go. out, they mean not the Culinary one, for
that neceffarily after every Operation muft go out;
but the internal one, even that (harp Spirit or Fire,
which caufes putrifaction in the whole Compound. *

Thus haying fhewn them the Veffls and Fires,
tho’ I have thwarted the Opinion ef thofe, who af-
fert, that one Veffel is fufficient, being well fatisfied
that {uch underftand not the Philofophers Writings,
but according to the found of words; for which rea-
fon their Operations ever have and always fhall re-
main Erroneous, &¢, ' i

I {hall now come to unfold another Myftery con.
cerning the Seal of Zermes, which fome think to be
only the exaét clofing and fealing of a Glas by a Char-
coal or Lamp-fire 3 when as the Philofophers Hf:rI-
3 08 : i ' ' metica
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' metical Seal is, the fealing of the form in the belly
of the Matter, or the mother in the belly of the In.
fant ; which Infant (as Areephius hath it) is byt
lately brought forth. For as to the nipping and
fealing of a glas to me is of little Confequence, for
great part of the Operations is wrought in open Ve
fels, that fo the External or Mineral fume may the
better pafs off, elpecially in the work of Natures
although in the work of Art, we do exaély clofe our
Vefiels, but not in fuch manner as is underftood by
Sophifters. But as to this point I have alfo faid e-
nough, and more than ever was faid before, and
therefore fhall pafs it by, feeing, the Sons of Wif
dom will underfrand it Effentifically and Praétically
in that I do not write for Information of Sophifters,
fuch T mean, as by their metailick Mixtures deftroy
Nature 3 but cannot exalt her, whether they work
in Crude Mercury, amalgam’d with the ftellified Re-

ulus of Antimony, and again reviv’d: Or with vul-
gar Sof and Luma, or any of their corrofive Diflolu-
tions, which makes no radical Solution. As alfo
their procefs of Vitriol, Dew, Snow, Rain-water,
Human breath, ©¢. which I know ( by woful expe-
rience ) to be the work of Sophiftry, and all vain
and fruitlefs, as not knowing our Gold nor its birth,
much lefs our Mercury, by which it is exalted. For
as the Gold is noble, fo doth the mother (or Mer-
¢ury ) far more excel in Nobilify, Excellency and
Univerfality. But this I fhall pafs by, and fhew thee
that Salr prepares Su/pbur, and Salt and Sulphur pre-
pares Mercury, and Mercurydiffolves So/,  But feeing,
this Art is clothed with many Difficulties, I fhall
fow come to touch in general concerning them,

- As to the Difficulties, they are fo many, that it
wouid require to fill a Volumn to defcribe them all.
Eint, as to the knowledge of the true matter,
which is the very foundation of a true beginning,
Secondly, the true manner of operating in that mat-
ter; for many have known the matter, vet never

been
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been able to effeét the Magiftery. Others that have :
been more conftant minded, have waded througha
flood of Difficulties, as inftance, Fobn Pontanus, who |
erred 200 times, before be could obtain the true mag--
ter, and the right operarion thereon, although he knew
the matter in general.  As alfo Flamel labour’d 21
years in his Broileries,and three years{or thereabouts) )
before he knew the firft Agent; likewife the Author -
ot the Kletne Bawer, to wit, Fobamnes alizs Cartilg~-
ceus; who fays, he waded through many Ditficul-
ties, and with great hardfhip obtained it, as his:
Labours extant plentifully witnefs, Likewife that:
famous Count Bernbard Treves, who is faid to have:
been debarred three years after the knowledge of |
Requifites. Many more might be reckon’d, but I.
fhall pals them by, feeing their Books extant do plen- -
tifully witnefs the fame 5 and let the vain pretenders
and foppifh conceited ones know, that the Magifte- -
ry is not {o eafily perfeéted, as they imagin, nor "
for fo fmall a charge 3 for if you muft by experis
ence come through this difficult and darkfome:
Wood ( to wit, by Trials, all which require conves- .
nient Furnaces, Glafles, Coals and hard Labour for
many years together) it muft for certain exhauft
confiderable fums of Money, as doubtlefs the Anci-
ents did before us in their many Trials, whatever
they are plegs'd to write concerning the fmallnefs of
the charge. I il inftance my own experience !
now in thefe 16 years, fince 1 have known fomething
of this matter, during which time T have exhau.
fted many hundreds of pounds, more than 1 fhall
name 3 the work being very difficult to be fearched
out, in that. it contains many parts, various Men-
ftruums and Fires, which if aMan fhould know one
or two, and not the whole, he is ftill to-feck, to per-
feét the defignin the end.  For he muft not be jm-
perfeét in one Operation, that is required in the
Magiftry, if ever it is perfefted. And in this cafe
it requires the whole Man, and where a Family is
£0 be maintain’d, how foon is a confiderable fum of
' Money
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- ‘Money exhaufted ? It is well faid of the Author of
Sanguis Nature, where he {peaks concerning Philo-
{ophafters, * Who perfwade themfelves, that the
¢ Tinéture may be made with a very little pains in
¢ one Veflel, one Furnace, with one external Fire ;
¢t and fo deceive with themfelves many others. But
“ let thefe high nos'd Scoffers know, that the Phi-
% Jofophers Stone is a thing of higher Moment than
“ they imagine; for it is a difficult thing, and of
¢ deep fearch to be underftood, and of great labour
“ to be accomplifhed. which they with me would
¢ acknowledge, if they apprehended the Operati-
“‘ons of Nature. But to what purpofe are maay
¢ words, U, '

The Crude preparation of the matter, and the
matter it felf is by the Philofophers couch’d in fi-
lence 3 yet the former is pointed forth undera Her-
culean Labour, which to perfeét ( they fay ) life it
felf muft not be fpared. And alfo that ’tis in vain
for Fafon to go to Colchos, without Alcides, and that
by the help of Medea: Now Fafon is the Operator,
Hercules, the ftrength and power of an aétive Agent ;
Colchos, the Earth of the Philofophers, which is to
be redeem’d. Medea is deep Meditation, Tnveftiga-
tion. or in plain words, found Theory agreeable to
pradlice, all which to underftand is no {mall piece of
Art.

And therefore T fhall thus candidly communicate
. my painful Experience to thee, who defireft to be a
Son of Wifom 3 nay, to fuch alfo which think, the
‘Magiftery is fo ealily prepared, to fee whether he
will find it fo, and the more efpecially, fince I have
communicated that openly and freely, which hath
remained fecret from the foundation of the World
as having in plain and linear words defcribed the
whole Procefs, without any falfity or intermixtures,
having adventur'd to do that, which none of the
Philefophers ever did dare to do for fear of the curfes,
: : it pre
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or otherwife in Envy, as well knowing the great:
and eternal Being doth by his divine hand of Pro--
vidence preferve this fecret for fuch only, as he:
hath ordain’d there unto; and fuch only are led by
the divine Arm unto the Altar of Hermes’s Temple..
So that the moft plainek Writings, and ampleftt
Truths will feem to fuch as are not chofen for :it,,
the moft difficult and abftrufe or myfieriousy as Il
am well fatished from the Converfation I have had!
with Men of feveral Degrees in my Pilgrimage in1
this World, where Difcourfes have arifen concerning;
this Art,

As T hinted before, that I difcovered that whichi
never was dilcovered, which 4rtephius fays, is not:
lawful for any one to Name, much lefs to Writel;;
which Sandivogius doth hint at, where he fays, © He:
““hath written all things plain; excepting the:
“ fhewing the way of Extracting the Sal Armoni--
“ack (or Mercury of the Philofophers) out off
‘< their Sea-water, and the ufe of it, which he di-.
reds ro God or ¢ Mafter, this being the very Dalilz:
of the Art. But I have fhewn the Veffel of Air,,
how the Mercurial Spirit is fortified and preparetil
to join with the body; I have alfo fhewed the Me-.
dium between the Body and the Soul, to wit, the:
Luner Fire, and that it is a Body Spiritual: For*
that the Mercury muft be acnated with a Sulphur off
his own kind, that Spirit being the Fire that brings;
on the work to its firft Predeftination, it being thes
Univerfal and Ceeleftial Spirit, which one Author"
calls a Spoon, where he fays, The Male and the¢ Fees
male muft be tnited ( he fays ) they muft have but:
one Spoon to eat together; fo that the Male and!
Female may the better agree. But Flamel calls it:
a Peace-Maker, or Apollo, the yellow Sum, that is ro)
fay, by ow Fire equal 10 that of the Sun: And the:
Author of Sal, Lumen and Spirrrus Mundi alfo fhew- -
eth, That this Spirit is the caufe of Perfeition, as:
being the Altive Glue of both Natwres, to wit, Baz;n

and |
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ﬁd Soul 5 and that Metals are perfeited by a threefold
Mercury, or fum Toral: The reafon he fhews, *be-
¢ capfe Nature produces not it felf, but in every
« Operation there muft be fome Agent, and fome
« matter fubjacent to the Aétion, And withal he
ints forth, that that Agent was Pontazus his Fire,
hich all Philofophers have concealed, and kept un-
er Lock and Key, as the fole-ftearn of their Acti-

4

on, without which notbing can be perfeéted.

Thus haying fhewn the extraéting of Sa Armo-
miack, 1 fhall now come tq fpeak .of its ule, which
is not only for exalting the body, but alfo to dif-
folye the fame, and that by the wa} of Generation.
’Tis true, there is a twofold Diflolution, Violent
and Natural, which Sandivogius intimates 3 and like-
wife doth Bafilius Valentinus, where he faith, There
is 3 fhort way to bring it into its Prima Materia,

which is done thus: Take the known Mincral Spirir,
in. which our Mercury, Sulpbur and Salt is fhut up, con-

taining that Philofophical Myftical Gold, and pour it upon
white calcined Tartar, as thou mayft read p.- 168. of
pis Elucidarion of the 12 K¢)5, therefore fhall emit
it. Only for the Information, that Tartar there
mention’d is not common Tertar made from the Lees
of Wine ; but a fixed and genuine Tartar made from
our Saturnal Matter, which is properly the Twtar of

Vitriol. And Paracelfus intimates this forcible dif-
folution alfo, where he bids you diffolve the body
by Vitriol, Niwre and Sal Armoniac 5 which procefs 1
have in meafure follow’d, and have feen a white in-
combuftible Oil : But being forcible, it carries not
that Exceliency with it, as the natural Diffolution
doth, For, as Philalethes {aith, That where the Me-
tals are reduced by the help of Salts, isnot an uni-
verfal Diffolution ; therefore Bafl faith, That if Cor-

rofives are ns'd in the beginming, vbey muff be agan -

wafl’d off, for fbarp tbings burt 5 and indeed they de-
firoy the fixednefs of the body, although by a skil-
‘ful hand of the Artift they may exalt the Perma-
: nency
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nency of the Spirit. But it is a hazardous way, ,
and is called the breaking of the Egg, and hath ami
adherance to the preparation of the Adlkabef 33
therefore (" as Philalethes {ays ) it is dn bundred timess
more difficult than the Elixir, being done by force:
and violent Fires, it is i danger of being loft. Lu-:
dovicus de Comitibus intimates the fame, where he:
fheweth the difference between the preparation of the:
Liquor Alkabeft, and Mercury of the Philofophers, fhew- -
ing, that the one is made by a fermentation of the:
body, and bringing it into a Spirit, by which itss
feminal virtue is deftroyed ; the other natural dif=.
{olution is, the fowing of Gold into its own Matrix z:
Well might Philalethes {ay, that the Body or Sul-.
Fhur is detrimented by the ufe of Salts 3 but 1 de--
1gning (as foon as convenient ) to write a particu-
lar Treatife of the Liquor Alkabeft, fhall omit any
further Diftourfe of i*, and come to {pcak of the na--
tural Diffolution , which is done through a flow
Calcination of the Body 3 therefore fhall divide the:
whole inito thefe 3 Heads, or a threefold Rotation,

Now this work is performi'd by a threefold Rota-
tion or turning the Wheel; the firft is the Prepara-
tion of the Mercury,- which hath feven Animations
or Cohobations of the fpiritual Zaybeth on the body,
which bedeweth it with Life and Ceeleftial Virtue,
asalfo with Purity, and virtue through a Radical '
Calcination, by which not only the body is exalted, |
but alfo the Spirit and Soul. For indeed, the whole |
work is but a Cohobation of an alive principle up-
on a mere paffive one, until the paflive is brought |
to an Adtivity : Thefe are the Eagles the Sophi write” |
of, which muft be {even or nine to devour the Lion.

For Lator or the Salt of Metals being form’d and
calcin’d, muft be diffolv’d and whiten’d by Azoths
which Laton is found in the bottom, and Azorh in
the upper part: Therefore (as Sandivogius faith )
You muft find out fuch 2 moiffure, thar diffofves Gold ,:r'

Ngural,



| (31)

iﬁfﬁgmi‘;‘;l, as Ice in Warm-water, aid ( he intimates )
‘that it is ﬁ"fﬁeable with the body, faying, I isthat,
out of which Gold it felf is generated. Thou being
come thus far, the Herculean labour is perform™d.

- Therefore I fhall dffert as a fundamental Apho-
rifin, That whofoever fhall not find this Mercurial Fire, '
when prepared tn quantity, of force fufficient to perfel
the whole work with as little Labowr, and as little
Charge, is to feek, and muf begin again, For the
great Charge Is in the Artificial Work ; the Natu-
ral is but {mall Charge, the Agent being fufficient
to bring about its Perfection, and this will be a
good diftinction to underftand the Philofopher’s
Books. The Artificial is to prepare our Fires and
Menfiruums, and the Natural is, to know the ufe of
our third, perfeét and permanent Menfruum in dif:
folving the body.

The body being diffolved, and the Corporeat
Feces totally feparated, and two Oils, a Snow-white,
and a Blood-red one, being diftilled, begins our fe-
cond Rotation, which is by extrating a fixed Salt
oyt of the Cap. Mort, which muft be imbibed with
the aforefaid white Oil, for the white Elixir; there-
fore for a concluding Aphorifm I further affirm,
“ That if this permanent Body or Salt doth not at-
 tract the Soul, as the Load-ftone doth Jron, and
* unite with it, thou art yet to feek in the Philofo-
*¢ pher’s Principles, and muft begin again, in that
o '?tmu fhalt never fee the perfeétion of the White-
¢t itone.

- Now here begins the third Rotation, which is 3
before the White is cold, thou muft divide it into
two parts, the one part is for the White, and the
other to carry on to the Red, which is, by imbibing
of it with the Virgins Milk of the Sun ( which is
Yellow and Golden ) to perfeét the third Motion, which
is 2 Red fufible Elixir, flowing like Wax, (e,
- Thus









To the Reader.

[ephers bave born Teftimony to, with one uu
animous voice, from the true [peaking Herom
even to this prefent Age. -

Therefore ( O Reader ) what I fhall €2
tertain thee with in this enfuing Difcoury|

will be aprodué fromthe knowledge of that um
verfal [ubjelt motter from whence alone M
cury bath its Birth, Life, &c. and bis Off
of “Afcending and Defcending is known: H
this Philofophical work is an Abftrad of t
Creation, an Epitome of all Forms, and IV
ture’s general Looking-glafs, wherein more M
[eries ave contained, than mean Capacites
able to defcribe : But to add fome [parks to til
Light or Knowledge, I fball ground my ad
cour(z from the Secondary Chaos, analogizz
with the firft, according tothe cuftom of Pl
lofophers. -

It the Beginning when the Darkfome Abb
imprifon'd the yet undiftinguifbed Watee
the divine all-working Spivit Moved and Broe
ed on the face of them, and from the inwi
ble Gulph brought forth this glorious Fabrice
The fivft thing that appeared after this Ink
bation was Light, the immediate Produd
the Spirit of Light and word Fiat. Now til
Light, being the principal Inftrument of il
Creating Spirit, out of band manifefted
boundlefs A&ivity, in [eparating the [even
Nutiives, that lay bid in the Chaos, whil
was the dividing of the Waters from the W

rers,
),



To the Reader.

'*?:Bur the divine Avtificer flop’d not beve, but
dears the fivface of the Earth) of W oters and
n his word of Power [waths theirvoftie/: i/ 2ves
. Bands, that they might no more delige the
Harth, and fo made way for the wvegetative
Power, which be bad tmplanted in ber, to dif-
lay it [elf i a moft lovely and ravifbing va-

‘%ﬂ imbellif’d alfo the Axure Roof of ‘this
pacious Theatre of bis Glory with numberlefs
nextinguifhable Lights 5 a little beneath which
e vanged thofe [even Lamps, which continu-
ly influence and beam down wpon the Earth
be Bleffing of Heaven, as being [upplyed from
be over-flowing Fountain of bis Inexhauftible
ullnefs 5 amongft which the Sun and Moon
we call’d the two great Lights, by way of E-
ninency, as being not only the diftinguifbers of
Uimes and Seafons, but alfo the great Difpen-
ors of the divine Bounty and Fuftice here be-
ow.

When God bad thus cveated the World, ond
il the Hoft and Furniture theveof, he impart-
:d to them all the Blefing of Encreafe, com-
nanding them to multiply in their kind, by
means of a Seed, to that end inclofed in them.

~And at the clofe of all be made Man, the
Abftra@ and Abridgment of all bis Werks of
Wonder, upon whom be flamp’d the glorious
Image or Chavalter of his own Effentiality, to
the end he might be every way worthy, fit and
capacitated to vule cver and difpofe of the out~

i i W:ﬂ'd :



To thté Reader.
ward Creation. INow one main Lineament o
this beautiful Image being that Wifdom, wheres
with be was indowed, and whereby he was em
- abled to pievce thvough the external fhell od
things, to the internal worling Spirit, it waa
to be his continual imployment to [earch int
the abftrufc Effence of things, and by a skilll
ful application and joyning of Svmbolizing Naa
tures, to effelt all, that might conduce to dee
light or neceffity; and [u become an Opener anu
Manifefter of the Wonders of God in Nature..
“Iis true, the Image of God in Man confifih
eth in Knowledge, Righteoufne[s and Holineff)
and a firm Knowledge of that Truth, whieil
was defaced ( yea in a meafure loft ) by thh
Fall, but refored again to all Believers by am
through Fefus Chrifft, the Archetypal Im
and Son of God, in and according to whom ¢l
lefler as well as the greater World was framead
who tothis day by his Spivit doth not fail faithh
Jully to foew the way, in which this Wifdoim
the beft and choiceft of all Treafures, and mo
defrable, may be obtained, by exciting ﬂ)‘oﬂ
and earncft impulfations of life in the beart
the Elet after this Fewel of Price, pﬂttfg
them upon [eeking, asking, knocking inceffants
b, wntil they find, receive, and ( upon thei
perfeverance to the end ) it be open’d unth
them. For great is the Magical attraiu
Power of Defire, but certainly nothing can bl
compared to the force of thofe longings, whichl
the Divine Spivit blows up in us, as being ine
: fluenc’e
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To the Reader.

fenc'd by Omoipotence it felfy to which no-
thing is ompofible. '-
\Fhisis thav which the Wife Men of old taok
fowtheir way, to obtain the knowledge of the
faewets of Nature : Solomon the wifeft of men
asked Wifdom of God, and obtained it to that
vee; as ‘tis: declaved none ever before him
id,) or ever ofter bim fhall avife like unto

' Job, that: great Searcher into natural Se-
crets ( as appears by feveral Paffages of bis
Book ). after he had difconrfed of the Myfte-
vies of God in Nature, and perticulorly of
thofe i the mineral Kingdom, and inquiving
after that Wifdom, which is the fole Revealer
of ‘them, gives us this [hovt, but pithy infor-
mation'to obtain the fame fram the mouth of
God bimfelf, in thefe werdsy The fear of the
Eord is Wifdom, and to déepart from evil
is‘tnderftanding. |
o This is the way I have endeavonred to fol-
low, in order to obtain this Wifdom and true
knowledge of Nature, who being God's-hand-
muaid, will not conceal ber felf from thofe,
who ave orduined of God to bebold ber Beauty
wnvosled, if they feek by the means ordained,
viz, an illuminated wnderftanding and dili-
?ﬁim{#&ﬁfgm’ﬂa Labours, &c.

“dnd for my part, I bave great veafonto
magnify that boly Avm, that hath i [ome
meafuve conduled me to the Mount Helicon
q{’-‘.’&rt, and: brought me to fee at a diffance,
ke, A4 the



To the Reader.

the veward of drt ; therefore hope my Soul willl
never forget to blefs and praife that holy Name,),
who hath taken co aﬁ{n’ upon me, the fmall--
eft and loweft of all bis Creatures, as I in bu-
mility have fought unto bim, for I have foundi
my bungry Soul to be filled with Divine andl
natural Wifdom s even thofe good things off
his Kingdom, of which the Rich, Proud, Fulll
- and Haughty know not 5 and we have [uffici--
ent Teflimony on Divine and matural Records,,
that this God, the Father of all our Mercies,,
hath bad a jpecial regard to a Remmant in alll
Ages, giving them a Profped, and alfo a Taff
of that blefled Povtion of Jofeph, being a true
Compendium of the choiceft Vertues of Hea--
ven, of the dew and of the deep, that lieth be--
weath 5 of the choiceft Emanations of the Suns,
and the choiceft Produds of the Moons of the:
top of the Mountains of the Faft, and of thes
'dﬁ:rfcqﬂ fruit of the Avel Hills, and of thes
cfu’fcf_f“ part of the Earth,-and the fulbefsi
thereof. ' - \

O Lord God! Stream out, if it flandsy
good with thy Divine Majefly, thefe thy Blef~:
Jings wpon the bead of all thofe, who [eck thyl
Name, in the painful Work of Watchfubrefs.
Holy Silence, and Regenevationy and for the,
Jake of Truth and Wifdom are free to be Jepa--
vated from the Pleafures of this wicked World!
and their Brethren s  defiring nothing more:
than that they may be worthy of a true Refig-.
nation to thy Difpofal, to follow thee and -tbgv
e _ ! L an



_ To the Reader.

Lanmb in all the Tribulations we ave to pafs
through in our Pilgrimage to thy immortal
Gt |

Lhevefore, if it be thy good Pleafure;:O
Lord God, make us inflruments in thy band,
to reveal thy Wonders, and to fhew the. true
Myfteries of Nature to fuch asare worthy; and
raife up yet morve powerful omes, commifioned
and gifted from above to declare againft the
Man of Sin, and to be exemplary in this boly
way of Righteoufnefs ; to the end, that the Ta-
bernacle of David, which is falbn may be
raifed again 5 and the New Jerufalem come
down from Heaven, likc a Bride adorned for
ber Husband, and that thy Temple may be
built in greater Glory than ever, by thofe Ii-
ving Stones 5 O Almighty God! that thou baft
therewnto ordaived to the Glory and Eternal
I'Alalelujahs of thy Pure, Holy, Immortal Name,

men, :

Reader, I muft draw to a Conclufion of this
Preface 5 only let me caution thee, for fear loft
1 fhould be mifunderflood, in [peaking or writ-
ing too Reverendly of the Myfteries of Nature,
which are but Types of the glorious Antetype
and Fullnefs, that I put as much diffinGion
between them, as School-leayning can make be-
tween God and bis created Works : But as Na-
ture 25 God’s Handmaid, and Centers in bis
Divine Will, fhe ought gravely and [ulidly to
be treated of 5 fo I fhall mo longer detain thee

o
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write concerning the way of extraéting the Sal Ar-
moniack or Mercury of Philofopbers out of their Ses-
water and its ufe, but directs you either to God, or
a Mafter for the obtaining of it: And Philalethes:
{aith, that they confound one Operation with ano-
ther, even the Natural with the Artificial, to keep
the fimple in ignorance concerning their true Vinegar
or Crude White Sulpbur, which being unknown, all
their Labour is loft : Areephius alfo confefles the fame
thing, where he faith, /e bath fhewed you all things
plainly, excepting one thing, which is not lawful for
bim 10, [peak; of, much lefs to wrire : And Dominus de
Nuyfment, where he {peaks of the Philofophers Fire,
he: faith, That all Thilofophers kave concealed it, and
kept. ix-under Lock and Key, as the [ole Stearn of all their
Adions : ‘But what need 1 to enlarge, feeing the i
of Truth faith, That out of the Mouth of two Witne[Jes
every thing [hall be confirmedy thefe Authors being
Mafters of undeniable Credit, therefore none need
to doubt their Affirmation.

And farther, if any will make a nice Scrutiny in-
to this matter, they {hall find that the {ubjeét mat-
ter is not fo much as once named by any of them
which is the very hinge or foundation by which the
door of entrance moves; for which- reafon, asa late
Author faith, We ought 1o implore a Ble(fing from All-
mighty God, to open ouwr Underftandings, and unlock un-
10 us the Recefes ﬂ'}f this darkfome Abyfs, where all the
ereafures e}f Health and Riches are locked up: For be
acenfes all the Mafters of Alchymy at omce of Ewmuy,
who bave ever written of this Celebrated Stone, [aying,
they bave declared the marrer and fubje (which is :’ia
chief of this Art) (o obfcurely, that Apollo bimfelf
would be tired in unridling the Anigma’s they bave ex- -
sogitated concerning it 5 and this doubtful Declaration
of  the matter, is the reafon why many, who feek this
Science without the Light of Nature, are precipitated
into, very great Ervors, becaufe they know not tbe true
fubje _?_fi'rfgi; Art, bur byfie themfelves abour other
thirgs altogether wnfit for the work, : ‘

i Thefe
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Thefe are Motives fufficient, not only for this
~ Writing, but alfo to excufe all Objeions, which
‘may be offer’d againft it, feeing T dc:z%n ( God-
“willing ) meafurably to fupply thefe Defefis, by let-
ting the Artift know, that our fubjeét matter is no
fpecificated determined thing, but an Univerfal
Subject, even a Chaos, which 1 have fhewn in my
“General Epiftle is begotten by the Union of  Ele-
ments, and is an Emblem of the firft Chaos, whence
the World was Createds and therefore that
thrice worthy and learned Williy, in bhis fearch of
‘Caufes, hath Allegorically yet Cabaliﬂicall)r treated
of this Chaosy the like hath the Author of Ewnchyri.
dion Phyfice Reftirute, and many others too tedious
to recite. '

Now feeing Mercury hathits Birth and Manifefta-
tion from this Chaos, 1 think it convenient to give
fome fhort Defcriptions of its Qualities and Proper-
ties, that fothe Artift may the better know it.

Firft, *Tis an Emblem of sthe Ancient Chaos, and
confequemtly Univerfal, as is plainly manifeft by that
lightfome Spirit, incubating on the face of the Waters,
20 animate Beings with Heat, Life and Motion,

Secondly, Tferf are two Waters, Superior and Infe-
rior, with their Divifor,

" Thirdly, In the Bowels of its Earth is Contained the
“Form of all Mineral Salts and Sulphurs (as I have
plainly fleswed in my General Epiftle ) as may be plain-
ly m;:gfgzed by the band of an Antift, yet none of thefe

ectficated. =

'.&‘Fﬂ'_urthly, The matter is'fluid and open, and in its
ﬁif'} neither perfelt nor imperfett, therefore in a-way o
Perfe&ion, 3 QNI
- Fifthly, *Tis neitber Animal, Vegetable mor Mineral,
| jezf;:f 4 Mineral Birth, wherein the Salt and Light of the
“moft perfeit Metals are plenteoufly found.

Sixthly, And principally, tdﬂf is none of its 'Ele-
“ments permanent in the Fire, but its Earth. $ 300

Seventhly,
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‘Seventhly and laftly, 'Tis « matter as Ancient as
abe World jt felf 5 therefore 4s Hermes faith, ’tis that
one thing, whence all things proceed, containing
bath the Celeftial and Terreftrial Vertuess theres
fore Operation on:it fhews what the World was, what it
'2g, and -what it fball be..

~ From this one Chaos proceeds all that is neceffary
to this Philofophical Work, without addition of
.ought, but what is of its felf, only by a diminuti-
onof what is fuperfluous, . and that by a Natural -
Procels 3 for as Sandivogius faith, The Ancients re-
garded. nothing but Nature and ber Poffibiiiries, for
that Nature originally was created pure and good 3
and although fhe travels under the burthen of the
Curfe for Man’s Trasfgreflion, yet the fame Primi-
‘tive Spirit remains in her, and will if rightly difpo-
fed, labour withall her might to attain a more per-
feft end; therefore the Artift above all things
ought to be fimple hearted, and not in the leaft to
.regard, the fubtil and.new invented Operations in
Chymiftry, but that alone which Nature js able to
effe&t ; for God having created her, and placed his’
Divine Spirit in her, fhe is as Sandivogius (aith, Thar
alone, by which God works all things: Therefore if
rightly difpofed, fhe brings forth no Abortives,
What fhe is, and how the Operates in the four Ele-
ments, and in what Veflels, is learnedly and can-
didly fhewn by Sandivogius in the latter part of his
firft Treatife 3 but having.promifed to (hew  Mereu-
ry's Birth, I {hall now come to perform that Task,
for that the four Elemunts co-operate together to
«produce a Spermand Seed, by, Er[t producingthe
three Principles, and of them two Natures, ‘Male
.and Female 3 the Male isithe Earth or Sperm, or
Sulphur, by which Natureworks all her intentions,
not compulfively, but voluntarily 3 for the central
Sun -xeceiving the Spiricualities, of the Elements,
does like a true “Sexvant mix the aftral Virtues, and
fend them forth to the Circamference, where ti:e
05 Femalg
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Female: Sperm is; which being acuated, animated
and firengthencd, and by a fermentative Union the
impurities caft off, Meraury isborn with his C
Rod and feeing he hath his Birth from Celeftial and
Terreftrial ’Vm:nr:s, his Office is to afcend to the
fuperior Orbs, to fetch Celeftial Virtues, and again
return to the EEIIEII'.' of the Earth, to communicate
the {ame to his defiled Brethrens by which alt of
Afcention and Defcention he deth not -only nourifh
imielt, but alfo S0/ and the other Planets; for as
lalerhes faies in Fons Chymice Philofophie, And it's
our Sea, our hidden Fountain, ous of wbick our Gold
mm@;ﬂ oreatcd, when yer ‘it prefers it felf to Gold,
conquers it, and in sbe hour-of 11s Nativigy Gold iy
szd with it, and wafled init, ard both encreafe voge-
r into a [lrong Hero, which neither Cafar nor zhe
Vope can buy with Noney, thercfore with all thy
ftrength get this Water: For this is that Mereury
nucsnf which the body of Metals is procreated, and
as Sandivogius {aith, even the Mercury of Philofophers g
therefore they are not to be regarded who fay, that
vulgar Mercury or any of the imperfeét Metals are
the Foundation of our Stone, thefe being all fpecifi-
cated by Nature, and hmnght to a Metallick Hard-
nefs ; whereas ours is open and fluid, yet this Mer-
cury, "aitho’ thus Univerfal, and the very matter from
whence all the Ancient Philofophers, none excepted
obtained the Secret, muft be mortified and die, and
by due Mediums hehmghtmﬁﬁmmamm |
immortal State 3 for by this way only is he Capaci-
tated to redeem his defiled Brethren, and to exalt
the imperfeét Bodies to the higheft degree of Per-
ch&mn s but this will be more largely treated of in
the fuﬂnwmg Chapters, as occafion will neceflarily
wire ; therefore hating fruitle(s Repetitions, my
aim being only to {upply what many of the Philofo-
Phers have (I prefume ) willfully omitted, I fhall
~Wwrite that in thefe fheets, which, I dare be bold to
affert, was never written by any of the. Philofophers ;
and 1 have deliver’ d that in this Chapter concerning
the
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I which is fhewn fome praéical Conclufions
. concermng the Separation of the Chaos.

IN the former Chapter I have fhewn you what
the Chaos is, and how it came to be Corrupted by
the fall of Man, the Earth being curfed for his fake 3
fiot only the Earth, but as the Apoftle Pau/ faith,
the whole Creatioy groans under the Burthen of Cor-
ruption, for this reafon the Artift muft be affiftant
to Nature, that fhe may be able to caft them off, if
ever he intends to arrive at the Haven of reft ; I
fhall therefore in this Chapter come to fhew fome
Sp?ﬁck Separations, that fo the Artift may better
underftand his Alchymy, which inthe Arabian tongue
fignifies Fire5 and the Author of Enchyridion Phy-
fice Reftituta [peaking of the Birth of this Univerfal
Seed, fays, °Tis born from ibe Loines of Jupiter by
the belp of the Divine Lighr, by the Midwifery of
Vulcan: So are our Elements and Principles born
from this Chaes by Separation by Fire, for except Se-
paration goes before Generation, there can be no
perfeét Birth brought forth ; for the firft Separati-
on is of diftinét Elements, the fecond of Principles,
and the third of the two Natures Male and Female s
in the Elements are many immerg’d Corruptions,
which muft be feparated for the producing of the
Principles, in which are great varieties of Saltsand
Sulphurs, which are not in the leaft adberent to
our Work, which Philalerbes candidly hints at, where
he faith, amongft all 1he grear variety of Saits and Sul-
phurs, there are but two for our Work , which two
muft be rightly known and adapted, if ever you
hope to fee Diana unvailed ; alfo he cautions you
to beware of Corrofives; which are repugnant prin-
ciples contained in the E:nm;':B Chaos, and are fnmlf:?f_

thole
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thofe vile Garments which glorious Nature cafts off,,
- when fhe fhews her felf in her Amours to her LOvers, ,
and that you may not be ignorant of what thefe Separa- -
tions be, T'willgive you a fhort Cataln;;uc of them.
~ The firft is commion Mercury and Sulpburs the fecondl
it Urine 5 the third is Sal Armoniack volarile and ﬁxeig;
the fourth is Nitre and Vitriol 5 the fifth is a Corrofive:
and deftru&ive Vinegary the Jixth is an Homogeneouss
Vinegar and Mercury fublimate 5 the [eventh is a Spirits
% /mf Winey an eighth 15 a Sulpbureous Latony the winthb

Blood 5 and the Tenth an Hermaphroditical Mercury 3 thes
eleventh an Univer[al Spirit, by which the whole Chaoss
is acuated with lifes the 1welfth a Golden Sulphur, froms
whence Tinture ard Permanency proceed s and tbe thir=-
teentha fweer Central and Permarent Salt, which is thee
growid-work avd foundation of the whole. ;

I could enlarge to a greater Variety, but fhall 0--
mit them, feeing every Artift, in the feparation ofi
the Chaos, will be able to demonfirate the [ame 33
although ’tis true the Ancients have not fo diftinét=«
ly named them, ner it may be fo well confider’d its;
whether they have or not, I dare not judge, fceingg
it is couched in filence, and they have faid, ’tis @a
Symbole of every thing, and therefore have call'dd
it by all names, but its proper name is Univerfayl
Mercury 3 for it contains in its Womb the firft Seedd
of all the feven Metals, as well the imperfect as thee
more perfeét ; and therefore I regard not the opinis:
on of even many of the Philofophers themfelvess
who write about the number of Elements, whethett
it be Ternary or Quarternary, feeing I am fatisfiedd
there are four Qualities, hot, cold, dry and moil
and that in a two-fold Compofitions For the firfif
heat is of the Ked Sulphur, to which may be addedd
the White Sulphur and the Homogeneous Vitrislic Salid
The firft Moifture is in the Inferior Waters, whichh
muft be married to its natural Spoufe the Earthg,
by which it fhall be enriched with fruitfulnefs 5 thee
fecond in the fuperior Mercurial Air, for after youd
have fublimed the Mercurial Earth from its M&?
- an

e
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Elements and preferves them, taking upon it felff
the fthapé of Elements, yet it felf is no Element,, butt
a living Soul, lying hid in them, and when by Art:
extraéted out, it turns to one again: Now if thiss
living Fire is abfent, the Elements would be dead,,
but feeing every aétive caufe muft have fome paffive:
one, we carnot in the firft part of our Work fepa--
rate the one from the other 3 for according to Aer--
mes, the Earth is its Nurfe. Concerning this Uni--
verfal and living Fire, much might be written, butt
feeing its office is fo general, that the Philofopherss
fay, the Heavens and all things are filled with it,,
nay whatever is lucid and glittering, as the Sun,,
Moon and Stars, doth fecretly derive its Originall
from it, and are to this day fupplied by it, as yous
may read at large in Senguis Nature, where he alfoo
defcribes the living Central Fire, call'd the Centrall
Sun and Corporal Water, or Fire of Bodiesj too
know this ( faith he ) is the moft fecret Myftery ima
all our Philofophy: This fixed fire, as it hath itss
original from the living Fire, fo it hath a greatt
Sympathy with it, for it wants it as an Aliment,,
which it continually attraéts out of the Water andi
Air, and converts it to its own Subftance 3 and ima
this, as in a Centre, all the virtue lies concentrated,,
which being featter’d flies into the Circumference,,
as may be obferved in Man, in whom this fire fixed!
in the Centre of the heart, hath its feat, asthe yolkg
in the Egg : But its Operation is invifible and ve--
1y lecret, and yet very powerful, which alfo fewt
know j for it operates by its heat in all things, which
lie in the Earth, and excites the Flux and Reflux off
the Sea, asthe Pulfe in Man is excited by the firez
which lies hid in the Center of his heart, Hences
alfo all the Watry and Airy Vapors by the help off
this Fire are Elevated from the Earth and Sea intpd
the Air, which compofe the Clouds, and by Rare--
faétion of the Wind ( being impregnated by the wvi--
tal Spirit ) fall down again to the Earth in form off
Water. X

Thus:
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“out of any difefteem to the Ancients, whofe writ-
_ings T efteem with the higheft veneration imagina-
ble, next to Holy Writ; but out of an Exercile,
~ Sympathy and Fellow-feeling with the painful and
laborious, for I have often faid in my lelf, that I
fhould pever be able to fubfift in thefe Indefatiga-
‘ble Labours, and to pafs through fo darkfome a-
‘Woed 3 and indeed do admire, when I look back,
‘how T have been upheld, but T wholly attribute it
to that Divine Arm, who hath hitherto fufiained
‘me in a Sea of Ditliculties. And it hath been one
of my greateft griefs, that for many years I have
had a perfett knowledge of the Matter in General,
~ yet have been to feek in joyning Symbolizing Na-
tures together, and all this through the obicurity
of the Philofopher’s words, and thcir confounding
their Operations together 3 but what fhall Tfay, 1
" muft conclude with Solomon, there is an appointed
 Seafon for a!l things under the Sunj; for I now
plainly difcern, that this great Myftery here fpoken
of, may meafurably be gather’d out of Bocks, when
we come praétically and feelingly to underftand them.
 For which reafon I cannot choofe but Love and Ad-
‘mire the Phiiofophers. Admire them, when I con-
fider with what admirable Cunning and Artifice
' they have wrapt up this fecret from the Unworthy ;
Love them, whzn I fee how plainly they have de-
lineated the fame to.the Mafters of Art, who alone
can receive the true and advantageous benefit of
their Writings; and upon this confideration, I do
‘not now admire, why there are fo many Books of
this fubject in the World, for fhould this method
be taken, there would be as much need of Writing
tothe end of Time. as if never any thing had been
~ Written before, T mean for the Edificationof a Ty-
1o ; therefore have they well faid, Labour, Pray
aad Read, for one Book opens another, and true
Adeptifts confefs, that thus they have learn'd di-
{rintt Operations from divers Authors. Read Phi.

lalethes and Phijadelpkia on this point. '
B 4 ‘There-
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Therefore T may compare thefe renowned Men
to skillful Mafters in Science, who can with great :
cunning, defend themfelves from each others ftroaks, ,
yet at the fame time let each other underftand theig
greac Skill and Ability in Weapons, (o that one in-.
differently vers'd in the Art, dare not attack them g,
even fo have the Philofophers done by their various;
Expreffions and cunning Artifice, having ;written fo
as to be plainly underflood by each other, yet at
the {ame time veil’d it from the vulgar Pretenders.

But to return to the matter in hand, all the wife :
Men began their foundation from the Roots or
Ground-work, viz, from a Body ; but feeing this .
Body is the Philofopher’s Earth, it cannot be ac-
Counted a light and frivolous thing to underftand
it, for ’tis not a fimple Earth, but an Earth that
hath the firft Unity of the four Elements in it and
by a diffolution of the firft Corporal Earth, and a
Coagulation through the purified Salts and Sul-
phurs of Nature; tor here ( according to Arzephi-
us ) he Artift muff put the bard and dry bBodies into the
Water once for all, and then this Earth being from
thence form’d, is the Houfe and Habitation of the
Philofopher’s Sperm for the Sperm is one thing the
Seed another, the Earth is the Receptacle of the
Sperm, the water of Seed Flammel above all others,
in his Areroglyphics, hath given not only its Com po-
fition, but alfo the degrees of Hext requifit for its
Produétion, Pag. 58. and 64, (hewing it to be a Na-
tural Work,

Therefore T fhall not fpeak here of extraordinary |
Generation, called in the Schools Equivocal, which
is a Birth produced only by Putrifadtion, without
an Original Specificating Seed, but of that proper-
ly call'd Univocal ; for by the Seed of Metals, Me-
tals only are Generated, or elfe that Art, concern-
ing which fo many famous Philofophers have writ-
ten, would be impoffible: Butto Affert this, is not
only contradiétory to Truth it felf, but alfoa giving
}hr: direét lye to their voluminous Works, feeing En

LR o v ¥ L O, the
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‘the one hand the Art hath not only its verity and
poflibility in Nature, but alfo on the other to be
‘obtained by diligent fearch and labour ; and Sandi-
vogius hath already taken oft all objetions concern-
ing the Produétion of this Mineral Sperm, where
he faith, the four Elements beget ivy through the will
and pleafure of God, and imagination of Nuasure 3 there-
fore T would have none to put a falfe Conftruétion
‘upon thefe Writings, imagining, that I have a fe-
cret Referve concerning vulgar Metals, for I deny
them all, even Lead, Tin, Iron, Copper, common-
Mercury, Antimony, Marcafites, Nitre, Salt, Vi-
triol, Oyls of Vegetables, Animals, or.any other
thing, that hath received Determination in Nature,
even Snow, Dew and Rain-water, moft of which I
have tryed to my own lofs and damage, and not
finding the Signs, was forced to begin again Gold
and Silver only excepted, which ferve us for Fer-
mentation in order to Projeétion,

What would you have clearer delivered to you
than the Truth without any Equivocation, or Men-
tal Refervation 3 concerning which verity 1 have a
cloud of Witnefles on my fide, even the conjun&
Teftimony of all the true Philofophers. Therefore
away with all your falfe Notions in Philofophy, as
alfo with all falfe Books ( from whence many fuch
Notions do arife ) written by fome upftart Smoak-
Sellers, falfe Pretenders, unexperienced in Natures
Myfterious ways; away alfo with all falfe Com-
mentors on the Philofophers Writings, efpecially
fuch who make it their livelihood to rob the dead,
and deftroy the livings not valuing for felf-ambi-
tion fake how much money is exhaufted, and Fa-
milies ruin’d, by following fuch their frothy No-
tions: Thefe are indeed {o far from unfolding or
conceiving the Myfterious ways of MNature, that
they write things repugnant to her very Laws,
Thefe inftead of adorning, deftroy that Jiving Im-
age, fo truly delineated by the Ancient Philofophers,
and difhonour their Writings, caufing them to bhe

i}l+
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ill-fpoken of many times, efpecially by fuch whofe :
loffes have made them perverfe. O vain Wretches, ,
may not 1 properly apply to you the words of
Sardivogius, where Nature (feaks to the Alchy--
mift in his Trearife of Mercury, for your falfenefs
you deferve the Halter, cqually as well as thole who.
rob on the High-way, tor of the two, you are the:
greateft Thicves; for I count it no lefs than Sacri- |
Jege, to rob the dead of thofc Hooours due to
them, and without Repentance expect an cqual re-
ward.

T muft confefs, that when I have read fome of
thofe Commentors Works, 1 could not choole but
bluth for (hame, to fee fuch confuled Proccfies, as
if they would by their Heterogeneous Mixtures cre-
ate a Seed, contrary to the exprefs Law of” God
and Nature, and the Genuine fence of true Phi-
lofophers , which is but to Maturate and Ripen
that which God hath already in Nature created,,
which 1 count little lefs than willful blindnefs or
perverfe ignorance, which deferves to be ftigma-
tized rather than pittied. : |

For in this Work, from one Fountain proceed
three diftin&t parts, not only the Body mention’d,
but alfo Soul and Spirit, which is the threefold
Mercury, and Summdotal, which by degrees is har-.
den’d into a Metallick form, and aftterwards by
long Decotion into pure Metals 3 but feeing that
each of thefe parts require a diftinét Chapter, I
fhall now proceed to fpeak concerning the Philo-
lofophical Blood, which s a Medium of life between
Body and Spirit; for thefe.are the three Springs,
that teftify to the Artift the truth of his Proceed-
ing, for what is call’d Body, Sounl and Spirit is alfo |
called Water, Bleod and Spirit; for all agree that i
the Body is formed out of the Water, by a Body |
Spiritual and a Spirit Cerporal, mixing per Minima
in a Sulphureous Earth, as the Artift will learn by
the praétice of this Chapter, therefore fhall conclude |

it. .
CHAP.
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CHAPR IV,

A Theophyfical Inveftigation comcerming the
Blood or Mineral Spivit, which 1s in the
Philofephical Principles of Sol, Lune and
Mercury. -

~His Blood is of fo great confequence to be un-
& derftood, and its Preparation, that without a
perfe€t knowledge thereof, there can be no Progrefs
made in the Philofophical Work 3 and as in Forma-
tion of the Body the Acetum is the ficfk Menfruum,
fo here Flixir is the fecond, and Azoth is the third
and perfeét one, which are the three Fires, by which
the work is carried on to its predeftinated end, and
are called the keys of the fecret Science, two of which,
faith Ripley, are fuperficial, and the third is E[fential
o Sun and Meon 3 now Philalethes fays, that the fu-
perficial are the Water and the Blood 3 for that the
paflive Principles of the Philofophical Mereury, by
this ative Effence, which is a fire and Sol volatile,
are digefted and ripen’d into Lune and So/, at the
Philofophers pleafure. |
- Therefore Experience fhews that Philalethes hath
teftifyed the Truth, where he faith, There are in our
Mercury three Mercurzal Subftances, which may well be
call’d Menfrues, rhe one the more grofs part ( which
tho' it be a Water, yet it being the moft palpable parr,
and vifible, may be vermed the Body of the Water ) the
laft is a Fiery form, which is 1be Blood of Cadmus g
fs is a real invifible forim, which is effentially and for-
mally Sol volatile: The fecond is the mean Soul, which
Thilofophers without Equivocarion call Saturn’s Child §
the middle fubftance of thefe three is made into one
wonderful Mercury, which bath wot its like in the world,

And
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And in another place he faith, That their diffolvin
Warer flows from three Springs, one is a common Wel
at which all draw, and of which water many ufe 3 this
Well bath in iv a Sasurnine Droffinefs, which makes
Waters unufeful 5 thefe frigid fuperfluities gre purged
¥wo other Springs, through which the water of this Wek
15 artificially caufed to run. Thefe Springs make bu
Well, whofe Waters appear dry, the bumidity being fe
ed s the Well it felf is furrounded with an Arfenical W,
the flimy botrom abounds with the firft Ens of Minera
Salr and Sulpbur [ which is the Body and Blood ) whical
Acuage the Water of the firft Well, whofe primary qual
1y is coldnefs 5 being thus Acuated, it becomes [o powerr,
ful a Menftruum, and fo pleafant o the Metals, thad
for its peculsar virtue it is chofen for 10 be the Bath oof
the Sun and Moon, ad

Of thefe three Springs the Blood muft now boe
confidered, for that is the Middle Nature betweert
the Body and. the Spirit 3 for according to Scriptures,
the Bleod is the Life, thatis to fay, the lifeis in it} aa
in its proper vehicle, and there 'tis nourifhed anad
maintained : Now the Philofophers have diftinguifhi
¢d two Bloods, fc. the fixed Blood of the Red Lyom,
and the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, which thery
often joyns for as Bafil Valentine faith, they bave theiin
Original from one Confanguinity , amongft all thefi§
three Springs, there is nothing unclean, but thaat
they call the Green Lyon, or the Inftrument that na
turally inclines the Body to putrify, and (as Philas
Jethes fays ) is the very Grave of it3 it is call’d b
fome Philofophers Agiz Fetida, and by fome Morti
Immundities, which uncleannefs is impoffible to be fes
parated by Fire, by the hand of any Artift whatee:
ver 5 but Nature muft here contribute her aid, b
its being removed from its Matrix of Earth,
. fown in its Matrix of Air, by which Aion and Res-
attion they purify each other, fo produce a Budy,
Bloffom and Flower, different from either Root}
therefore he afterwardsadds, that it is not in its owra
Nature unclean, but made pure, as the Art of thi:':

Arti
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ﬁm& can make it: He alfo fhews, how it is thus
purified, viz. by the help of Nature, art joyning
Confanguinity with Confanguinity ; the knowlege of
this is the hidden Key of the whole Art, for faith
Philafethes, Learn 10 know this Green Lyon, and its
Preparation, whichis allin all in the Arty it is the on-
Iy Knot, unty it, and you are as good as a Mafter 5 for
whatever tMen remains is bur to know the oniward Re-
. gimen of Fire, for to belp om Nature’s Internal Work 3
" therefore I defire my Reader, very cautioufly to
obferve this Point, not only in the right Formation
of the Body, and to beware of all Corrofives, but
alfo in the right Separation of the Blood, and to
. beware of all violence; for we fee the Husbandman
' fows his Grain or Seed, but ’tis the Sprout only that
i grnduces the Herb, which at firft is fcarce difcerna-
| ble, and therefore if taken cut from its Grain or
Root, ’twill die in 2 moment 5 for which reafon the
aforefaid Author faith, Tke whole is fown, yer the
Fermengative Spiris is fcarce a third part of 1he whole,
the reft is of no value, and that the dregs of the Body
come g‘ with the dregs of the prepared Mercury, and
that the Spiritual part or virtue of the Body dotb purge
“and purify the Muatrix of the Water in which *iis fonn,
\in a Generative way between Male and Female of the
fame kind, betwixt which there is a fermentative vir-
“tue; which will effe that which no other thing in the
World is able to doy by it Water becomes Plants, Mi-
‘nerals and Animals, nor is the work ever out of Lind,
Artephixs intimates the very fame Operation, where
he faies, The Body Coagulates the Water into drynefs ous
of the Body, all one as Runnmer doth Cheefe; therefore
‘do they fay, the Earth is the Receptacle of Sperm,
_the water of Seed ; feek the knowledge of this only,
‘and rejoyce in it, as in a defervedly invaluable Trea-
fure, l’,ﬂr- tis the way, which Nature hath and doth
tread in all Ages of the World, although it may

feem Riddles and perfeét -contradictions to fome,
“how the Seed can be faid to be fown in the Earth,
Water and Air j but thy experience only muft re-
concile
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corcile this difficulty, for that I will not, nor dare:
not fpeak plainer. I fhall only add, that life, ask
’tis an invifible thing, contained in the Blood, as in 1
its Veffel, is as in Infants, very tender and weak,,

and eafy to be extinguifbed ;3 but if carefully nou-+
rithed, it {ucceffively grows fironger and fironger, |
“from Babes to young Men, and from thence to ftrong |
and perfet years, therefore in the Philofophick work®
’tis a {ucceflive Animation by Eagles, which the Sos®
phi have affigned from three to ten; three is thes
leaft you may dare to open your Veflel at, for H
muft ficft be able to withftand the Fire and Water, |
therefore Philalethes faith, the Veflel muft not a-:f_
open’d, nor the Fire go out from the 10:h of 0do-
ber to the 1oth, of March 3 but I fay ’tis far better it
it remains till the 1orh. of Fuly. What is to be un=-"|
derftood by breaking the Veflel, or letting the fi el
go out, T have plainly fhewn in my General Epiftle,
‘therefore neced not to recite it here; this Operation s
is that which E [pegenus intimates, where he faies,
Thar the winged Virgin, excellently well wafbed, and™
impregnated with the Spiritual Seed of the firft Maley®
whofe checks are [tained with the Colour of a Pomgra-
nate, muft be joyred to the fecond Male, by whofe Corpo-
‘val Seed [be is. made fully to be conceive ; this fame
truth is alfo hinted Flamme!l in his Summary, Mer- |
cury muft be taken out of his Neft, and tranfplanted
nearer the Sun, where be will grow more in one day, than ©
in a thoufand elfewhere 5 the prattice is plainly inti- =
mated by Artephius, thus @ Our Mercury is drawn
from its wirriolick Caverns, and a little farther tells
you, 'tis drawn from a red Servant. But this being ©
the Work of the fucceeding Chapters, I [hall omit
it here. and fupply what is defettive for the com-
leing this Chapter, which is to let the Reader™
now, that ’tis not the outward Veffel, or' outward ||
Fire, that I'hilaletkes means, which I will plainly
fhow, by confronting againft him an Author, as
Learned as himfelf, viz. that famous Willis in his
Search
ks i
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Search of Canfes, page 73. where he f{peaks of the
Mineral Matrix, and the Modus of ripening the
Seed. He [ays we find, that though fome part of the
Matter exbale, and fly through the vefs e;;f rhe
Matrice, yet that mbirﬁj remaineth may be brought af-
termards to bis full fpecifical Perfeition, if the Ma-
grice be clofed again 5 and this is a good and objer-
able gnuﬂd 10 invefligate the true Seed of all Me-
tals, the manner jf Ripening them, their Generation,
Regeneravion and Exuberarion alfo to confirm the
Doirine of Homogeneity of that which is moft per
fe@ in the Mesalline Predicament sy aifo of the
).%ﬁbﬂﬁ{f?’g of the Corporal Metalline Elemcnts be-

re fpoken of 5 being underflood this is a Key 0=
pening she' Door of many Myflical Vefiries in Herme's
Temple. And fo we fee, that it is impoffible for
any thing to attain Natural Perfetion more than
it ‘hath, without Natural Motion, f{uch as Nature
ufeth in Generation and Augmentation; therefore
in_all times, and in all matters, the cautions here
delivered muft be carefully obferved, that the Seed
may be brought to fuch motion, and be enabled
to receive the Benefit of fuch Natural Exalta-
tion. - :

Now this Motion and Exaltation is not to be
effected, without you underftand the Office of Na-
ture in all the Seafons of the Year, from the WWeft
to the North, and thence to the Egft, and laftly
up to the South; or from the Autumn to the
Winter, and thence to the Spring, and laftly to
the Summer. For in Autumn the Seed is fown
in the Earth, in the Winter it doth digeft and
putrify, and in the Spring it buds forth Stalks,
Herbs and Flowers, and in the Summer ’tis ripe
and gathered ; therefore let the Circulation be
gentle, not only in the Foumation of the Body,
but .alfo .in -the Union of the two Dragons, Male
and Female 3 the Male is Sulphur, or the fixed

Dragon, the veflel of Earth and Receptacle of
Sperm 3
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Sperm 3 the Female is Argent vive born up in
the Wind, the veflel of Air animated with the
firft Male Sulphur, and therefore the Receptacle
of Seed. There muft be time and place there-
fore given, both for the Formation and Diffolu-
tion of this Body; for as it Congeals drop by
drop, fo doth it diffolve drop by drop again; in
which Action and Work of the Elixir, there will
appear blacknefs conjoyned with Moifture, unétu-
ous and fufible in melting. and more than Wa-
ter, for in this Elixir the Latonal Body of Earth
is hidden, which will again Congeal it felf, and
at laft Calcine it felf into Duftj thus in the two-
fold veflel doth this wheel about from Earth to
Heaven, from Heaven to Earth again, by which'
is manifeftly feen Mercury’s Growth and Office of
his Caducean Rod, but this being more clear in
%raﬂicc, I fhall proceed to that mn the following
hapter.

CHAP
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Containing fome Praétical Rules to be obfer-
ved i the Body's Formation and Exalta-
tion.

Hﬁvihg in the former Chapters delivered many

hitherto undifcover'd Myfteries, for the bene-

fit of the fincere Inquirer, even fuch things as have
been hid in this Art from the Foundation of the
World, and fpoken that which many of the Philo-
fophers have not dared'to do to their own Chil-
dren for fear cf being expofed, I fhall come with
the fame Candidnefs as to Praétice 3 therefore fhall
ftate this for an infallible Aphorifm, fc. That every
thing generated or begotieny is gencrared or born of its
own fpecifck Seed, and in its proper Matrix,

~ The Matrix may in one fenfe be faid tobe Cor-

poral, as being the Element of Earth j but the Seed

in the firft intention of Nature, wholly Spiritual,
being a Subtil, Unétuous, Spermatick vapour, which

never can be multiplied without Attraétion of a

proper Nutriment, whichis a living Body, endued

with Prolifick and Multiplicative Power, agreeable
to the intention of the Seed 3 for in fuch Homoges
neous Principles the Body is not only foftned and
ftrengthened, fo as to be the true Womb and Ma-

ttix, for the bringing forth the moft perfe@t Mi-

nerals ; but alfo the Spirit is fo exalted, as to be a«

" ble to propagate and multiply in its own kind. . The

difference between the Body and Seed Sandivogiug

hath in his twelve ‘Ireatifes learnedly defcribed,
therefore needlefs here to repeat it.

~Again, the Seed muft both by Nature and Art

be placed in its proper M%ﬁix; for by this alun]::,'

P the



(24 )

the Seed is nouri(hed through Deathand Regeneration
toa form more Noble, according to that undoubted
Truth and Doérine of our Blefled Saviour, concern-
ing a grain of Wheat, Fob. 12. 24. Vertly, verily,
T fay unto you, except ¢ Grain of Wheat fall in the
round and die, it abides aleney bus if it die, it brings
orth much fruit. Sothat from hence we may eafily
gather, that nothiug can be Animated and born a-
gain, unlefs it firft (uffer Mortification, Putrifaétion
and Corruption, by which diffolution and a more fe-
cret and noble change is brought about 3 for the
Central Virtue is thereby extracted and fet at Li-
berty, and is capacitated to become either Spirit or
Body, as the Artift pleafes, Now neither the Ma-
trix nor Seed can be exalted, without it be ftreng-
thened and affiffed by a Salt of its own Nature,
diffoived in a convenient Liquor, thatis, its own
pure vitriolick Salt united with the inferior Waters
ard Lunar Sulphur, and then by Art fublimed and
purified 3 for this is the Watry Leffas, which unites
with the Watry Seminal, whence Vegetation and
Germination come, for it readily unites with and
ftrengthens the Seed, by the affiftance of a gentle
Bath, Penetrating, Analizing and Rarifying the fub-
ftance thereof, that fo the included Spirit may, out
of its fubjeét Matter, form a convenient - Habitation
and Body for it felf and alfo the Blood 5 for Bafi} Ve-
lentine, that learned Philofopher, plainly fhews you,
That the fixed Blood of the Red Lyon bath its Origi-
nal from the unfixed Blood c‘:} the Green Lyon, there-

fore they are near of Kin. |
Hence by the way, it may be oblerved, that there
is no vifible or permanent Body before ’tis form'd
by Art and Nature; and without this Body and true !
Soyl, the feed can never perform its Office in Na-
tural Propagation and Seminal Multiplication. Here
Bafil is to be underftood, where he fays, That Merals
and Mincrals muft be diffolved and reduced again to
their firlt matter by Minerals § this muft not be out |
of kind, for if fo, you may expeft a Monfter: P;ar |
the
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the fubtil Seed will not mix with any thing out of
its own Latitude, that is to be underftood, with
profit to the Artift; for as Bafil faith in his eighth
Key, fpeaking of Putrifaftion, No Mesalline Seed -
can Operase or Augment it [elf, unlefs this Meraliine
Seed by it feif only, withour any firange addision or mix-
. Bwre, be brought 1o Putrifallion, that is only by the

Salt and Sulphur in kind 3 for Salt prepares the Sul-

hur, and Salt and Sulphur qualifies Mercury, and
orm the Body, and bring it alfo to Vegetation, fo
that this Saline Liquor or Medizm s that, by which
the Salt doth by its diffolving and fearching Nature
enter into, and open the moft intricate and inmoft
Reccfles of the Seed, and that only as the Humour
or Liquoris by a due degree of Heat rarified and
provoked thereunto ; then alfo is the Salt in it at.
tenuated and rendered fit to pafs into, and open the
moft compatted Body of the Seed, there ftirring up
and inciting to vegetation a Spirit of Salt, which is
the like and fame with it felf, which before lay hid
and una&tive,

_ A Spiricthat is at liberty will eafily and quickly
free another Spirit of the fame Nature, that is bound
8p and reftrained ; this is done firft by reafon of
that Agtivity and Permeability, which the free Spi-.
Fit is endued with j fecondly, by reafon of the Har-
mony, likenefs and love betwixt them 3 this Corre.
lation is the caufe that the exteriour free Spirit makes
way into and joyns with that Spirit of Salt includ.
edin the Seed, and fo doth with more eafe work
upon and excite itg for (as the Proverbhath it )
like will eafily go to like, and their Unity is moft
intimate. Now every Spirit, when leofe and floar.
ing in liquid Bodies or Liquors, is at liberty in this
State, and by the Mediation of heat doth [ like a
Load-ftone ) attraét the Spirit, that is under re-
ftraint, opening and diflolving the Body, which
holds it inj and the reftrained Spirit it felf ( like
a fenfible Prifoner ) labours for liberty, confpiring

and firiving to be in action and full Communion
C 2 with
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with the other ; the free Spirit by this fudden and
{ubtil Acceffion, ftill exciting and ftrengthening him,
by this means fo provokes him to Aétion, as fire
doth enkindle fire; therefore the body holding, it
muft neceflarily fuffer a change and Labefaétion, and .
fo come to be putrified by its own included Spirit,,
whofe Operation before was obftruted and kept un-
der , for the included Spirit having acquired liberty,,
and a Power to be in aétion from the other, ftrives:
to get out and enlarge it felf, and to thatend breaks:
and deftroys its firft Body, and produceth another:
new one; So the Spirit of the Salt of the Earth,,
when it is diffolved in the immixt Humor of that E--
Tement ( for every Salt melts and is diffolved in itss
proper Liquor) is then at Liberty; for ‘every Saltt
when once diffolved in its own Liquor becomess
aftive 3 hence it is that a Corn of Wheat in whole:
Body, as if under lock and key, the Spirit of the ve--
getable Salt is bound up and fetter'd, as foon as ite
is caft into the Ground, is by the free Spirit of thes
Salt of the Earth penetrated and opened, that thes
Salt which lies diffolved or loofe in that Liquor ort
immixt Humour, may excite the vegetable Spirit im
the Corn of Wheat to Aétion and Vegetation, whichh
Spirit being thus fet at Liberty, doth prefently byy
the Putrifaétion of the Grainof Corn, produce ing
the Wheat’s proper Matrix the fubftance of thee
Root ( which is 2 new Body ) by whofe Mediations
and Defecation the Earth muft afterwards ( the Spi-
rit attradting it ) communicate Nutriment to thed
Blade and reft of this vegetable, as it grows upandd
encreafeth. |

Now you muft obferve, That this Salt which con-v
duceth to the folution and opening of the Body, 18
fometimes weak, fometimes ftrong; if it be weakg
you muft firengthen it with a Salt, that is of thei
fame Nature and Property with the Seed, and thex
liquor which hath the weak Salt in it, muft be inis
;pregnated with it, that the Solution may he more!
effe@tual and more convenient for Naturg in her
¢ peration. -
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Let us therefore confider the Generation of Wheat

there fs in Rain-water a volatile Salt, by which So-

lution is made in the Earth, but when that Salt by
reafon of the Earth’s over-drynefs, is not fufficient

- tocaufea perfetion and fruitful Solution of the Sced-

corn, then doth the Husband-man ftrengthen and

- manure his Ground with Muck and Dung, in which

there is a Salt of the fame Nature with the Seed 3
for Muck is made of Straw, and Srraw grows out of

~ the Seed, fo that when the Rain defcends and mixes

it felf with the Compoft or Mold, there procecds
from the Muck and Ground a nitrous Sulphureous
Salt, which the immixt Humour of the Earth im-
bibes or takes in, and being ftrengthen’d by it, o-
pens the moft compaéted and firmeft Seed, whence
comes a fruitful and joyful Harveft., i heretore thou
that defireft to be a Difciple of Nature, and fee the
fecrets thereof, open thy Eyes at what Cleidophorus
delivers.

Now feeing that the feminal vertue lurks in the
moft intimate receffes of the Seed, and confifts in a
moft fubtil proportion of the Sulphureous Sale, it is

_ moft clear, that it cannot be exalted and multiplied,

but in an Humour that is moft eminently fubtil and
gure; but becaufe the Seed fown doth not at the

rft, or prefently, take in chat fubtil Humour out of
thofe places, which (upplvs it with nutriment: There-
fore Nature doth before all things take care, firft to
provide and form theie Veflels, in which that Hu-
mour taken afterwards out of the Elements is di-
geftedfand rarified, and moft accurately purged,
that out of the whole Body, when formed and per-

feéted, the may contribute her utmoft for produ-

~ cing that pure feminal Effence, which is the Confer-

vation and Multiplication of that Species, which
yields it or brings it forths for which very reafon
provident Nature doth, by the intervening of Pu-
trifaftion out of the Seed of the Herb, form firft
the Root ( which we muft alfo do, which Root be-
ing formed, you will underftand what Lasen is) and
' L S afteg
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afterwards the doth fhoot forth the blade, dividing
- it in the growth into {everal Seétions or Joynts, that
the Humour taken out of Soyl, in which the Seed is
fown, may at firft in the Root, and afterwards in
the Body of the Herb, when grown up and flourifh-
ed, be the more and more digefted, likeasthe Blood
in Man’s Body by the Pulfe and A&ion of Circulati--
on; for that Nature.drives the feminal vertue thro’
all the veflcls and joints - from the very Roor, to the
uppermoft top Branches, wherein a Matrix is form-
ed on purpofe for the Reception of this feminal Mat-
ter and moft perfeét Seed, fit for the Generation
of the fame Species s the like doth the Artift,

Obferve, when the Seed is thus formed it doth
come to maturity by affiftance of the Sun’s heat
being ripe is gathered ; but- it happens often, anci. '
this you are concerned to know, that though Na-
ture forms always thefe Veffels and Vebicule of the
feminal Progreffion, yet thofe Bodies, which are \
thus furnifhed, do not always yicld Seed: And this
comes to pafs, becaule in thofe Bodies, the Pores,
through which the Spermatick vertue fhould be pro- :
moted and driven into the Superficies and upper
part, are ( before the Seed is ftirred or can be pro-
duced ) fropt up by external Celd, or elfe by the
predominant vertue of the innate fixed Saltss nay
{fometimes by volatile coagulating ones, which fo
bind up and obftrué the Secds motion, that it either
caunot come to any effeétual Maturity and Perfeéti-
on, or elie is wholly fuppreft or fhut up: For ex-
ample, the Orange and Limon Trees do manifeftly
grow in this Climate, but the Region is too cold,
and that in a double fenfe to yield their Fruit, as
they do in Jtaly, where the Sun by its warmth ex-
cites, and where the Soyl alfo is more naturally
warm and agreeable to bring them to their Perfe-
ttion 5 the like may be underftood in the Metallick
Kingdom, for altho’ here is the Seed of Metals in
abundance, as Lead, Tin, Iron, &c. yet the Cli- ]
mate is not hot enough to bring it to DPerfeftion or
7 Emition .
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Emition of Seed 3 this you may conceive by Gold
and Silver when its comes to our hands, for it can
make no Emition of the included Seed, becaufe their
Pores are by the vigor and excellency of the Innate
fixed Salts and Sulphur fo bound and fhut up, that

‘they are wholly reftrained from effufion of Seed;

for the feminal virtue in them is not at liberty to at
and come forth. %

For which reafon the Philofophers, who knew this,
were willing to affift Nature, and did with moft hap--
py fuccefs reduce Go!d and the other Metals into
their firft Matter, as hath been plainly thewn before,
that by this courfe they might open the Pores,
which by the fuper-eminent vigour and ftrength of
the innate fixed Salt, were fhut and lock’d up, and
{o bring the Metal to that pafs and condition, in
which they might with a marvelous encreafe to their
%_reat benefit, yield Seed and Propagate, as our Phi-
Jofophick Gold, Silver and Mercury doth, which
will afterwards exalt the vulgar Sol and Luze to that
ftace, as to excel their own Virtues a thoufand de-
grees; and this no other way than the Orange
Trees are in many parts cherithed by an Artificial
and external heat, which makes them not only put
forth, but alfo bring their Fruit to maturity. The
like do we in our work, he that hath an underftand-
ing Heart, let him conceive what Cleidophorus faith
for hisinformation.

The Humour or Liquor which ferves for Putrifa-
&ion muft be proportionable to that bedy, which
is to be putrified, both for Quantity and Receptivity 3
the Humour is then proportionated for quantity,
when [o much of the Humour is taken in by the Bo-
dy, as is fufficient for its Subtilization § it is propor-
tioned for its Receptivity or manner of Reception,
when the Humour is not fuddenly and at onee, but

ently and by degrees, or by little and little taken
in, and drunk up by the body and feed ; for a fud-
den Imbibition of the Humour cagnot fo conveni-
ently vivify the Seed, but caufeth by its fudden and

C 4 unequal



(30)

unequal Penetration, that fome part of the Body or -
Seed is infufficiently open’d or diffolved 3 hence it
happens that Darnel doth fometimes come up in-
ftead of Corn. therefore the Philofophers advife the
Sons of this Science to irrigate or moiften our Earth
by long delay, and frequent wearifome Attraétion.
~ The heat which promotes this Putrifaétion, muft
be fo mild and temperate, that the Liquor in which
the refolved Salt lieth, may remain ftill in and about
the matter, and not be laved or evaporated fiom if,
and that for thefe two principal reafons: Firft, be-
caufe the Body putrified muft receive life in this Li-
quor ; Secondly, becaufe fuch a gentle heat diffolves
the Salt in the Liquor without violence, and difperf-
eth it into the matter after a natural manner, that
the Body may more commodioufly putrify; but.if
the Liquor were agitated by an exceffive burning
heat, the matter ib it would be deftroyed or [poiled,
fothat it could never be animated, nor receive fuch
a Putrifaétion, as is convenient for it; fo that in
this cale, there would be no true Birth produced.
Liften if you intend to obtain the true Medicine. 3

The Body putrifying muft not be removed out of
that Matrix, in which the Putrifa®ion was begun,
until that which is intended be tully perfeéted 3
therefore do the Philofophers fay, one Veflel, one
Matter, and one fucceflive difpofition to the White
and to the Red 5 ( but here is fomething in this very
Myfterious ) but candid Sandivogius alloweth two,
~which point we fhall clear up hereafter, |

But the Reafons why the firft Veflel is not to be
broke are thefe: If you fow a grain of Corn in the
- Earth, you muft let it remain until the Harveft
comes, and the more pure the ‘Matrix is, the thing
generated is by fo much the more perfeét and found,
becaufe a pure Matrix yields pure Fruit, which is du- |
rable, but an impure Matrix, Impure, Imperfeét.
and Frail, whence comes fhortnefs of Life. There-
fore yon muft affift Nature, by purifying the two
xinﬁ:rinr‘ Elements of Earth and Water, which be-

ing
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ing purified, will prepare the Sulphureous Earth to
admit of fome fiery vertue from the Central Sperm
into the Water, by which the Seed will be purified
by the natural Union; if thou proceed thus, then art
thou in a good way to obtain thy defired perfeétion,
for all impurities of the Matrix are to be removed,
firft by Art, and then by Nature; for fhe obferves
the Separation of Impurities, (€. the fubtil from the
grofs, but for the removing of any weaknefs Nature
requires help, which muft be done by a judicious and
Difcerning Difciple, for thefe impurities being once
excluded, Generation proceeds more freely; for
Earchly incumbrances are to be removed by Manual
- Operation, as Evulfion or Ejetion, the Spiritual by
Nature : We have a demonftration of this in the
Art of Tillage, or Husbandry, where the infirm
Salt of the Earthis by the Sulphurous, Fat Salt of
the dung affifted and firengthened ; but the Stones
and Thiftles, which feparate from the Martrix and
hinder its Fertility by their weighty incumbrance,
are by hand-work caft out, and the Field dreffed,
that it may become fruitful; for which end all
Weeds are alfo pluck’d up. The fame method muft
the Difciple of Nature obfervein preparing the fe-
cret Magiftery, for his Earth or Field is firft made
open and fit by Calcination, and then enriched with
his Mercurial Power, and fortified with a Salt
and Sulphur in kind, which again prepares the
Seed ro be caft into its own Matrix, by which ‘tis
vivified and multiplied in order to bring forth more
noble Fruit; for that Matrix is only convenient,
which is adapted to Generation, and permits an ea-
1y entrance to the Seed, that is to {ay, to receive
it with eafe, that itis not hindred by its hardnefs to
the entrance of the Seed ; for if the Matrix is grown
callous or hard or impenetrable, the Seed never
frecly enters, therefore ’tis our Art to keep it open
and render it porous, and that by frequent Agita-
tions, that it may be fitted for the Conception of
the Seed. For as in the forecited Husband-man,
ot : he
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he Plows, Mattocks, Harrows, to bring his Earth
unto a foftnefs, that fo it may eafily take in his
Seed, and bring it to perfeétion 3 thefe things thou
muft obferve, if thou defireft to come to the Secret
praying to God for a right ufe, and wait with pati=
ence, as the Husbandman doth, and then without
doubt God will favour thy righteous attempts, and.
give that into thy Poffeffion, which will fatisfy all
the Jongings of thy Heart.

But out of that Body which iseither corrupted or
deftroyed by ftrange or extraneous Natures, ot
whofe Spermatick Veflels are by fome violence maim.
ed or cut off, no Seed can be had ; for it will be ve-
ry vain, and an unprefitable attempt for any to hope
for Iffue, or an healchful Seed by a Man, whofe Body
and radical Balfom is depraved or dryed up by ex-
cefs of Aromatick Wines, or hot Waters, or by
fome contageous incurahle Difeafe.  Eunuchs, becaufe
their Genitals are cut off, can’t propagate their own
Species 3 therefore 1 fay, it isa fraitlefs Search, to
look for that in a dry Tree and lopp’d off Branches,
which never can be found, but in that green and li-
ving power of Mercury’s Triune Oifice. Farther-
more, the Body which is preferv'd or fuftained by
one fimple kind of Nutriment, is far more perfc({
and durable, yielding more found and prolifick Seed
than that which is nourifhed with different kinds o
Nutriment, as to what concerns our Work ; for
you have often heard, the nearer any thing is to
Unity, fo much the more durable it is 3 for in Unity
there is no divifion or difcord, which is the caufe of
Corruption, and where no Corruption is, there is
a permanent Integrity and Confervation thereof;
that which is neareft to Unity muft needs kecp better,
and endure longer than that which is remote from
it 3 becaufe there is in one, lefs difcord, and more in
the other; fo there can be nothing, that can give
this durability to the Seed, fo asto yield perfett and -
permanent Fruit, but this lniverfal Spirit, the firft

Aéor in all Generation, which comes from Unity,
palfing
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paffing thro’ the Elements into Difcord, thro® Difcord
returns to Unity again, which that you may the bet-
ter Underftand, we fhall particolarly handle Mercu-
79’s Triune Office, as we fhall proceed in the follow-
ing Treatife, |

Obferve, That under this Head of Agriculture the
whole work, with all its particular Modes for- Nou-
rifhment and Exaltation may be delivered 3 for as I
have fhewn in my #iftoria Nova de Thefmro Briran-
nie, this is a moft excellent way of writing, the
work being for the greateft part purely Natural,doth
Symbolize and Agree with what fhe yearly performs
in the great World. God’s works being uniform,
therefore T fhall give youa fhort review 3 for as the
Husbandman doth burn up Erambles, Thornes and
Briers, nay in fome parts of Evgland they dig up the
pit of the Earth, and burn it to manure the other
part, for Salts are;by experience found to be of a won.
derful attraétive Nature, and powerful in fortifyin
Seed ; and as Stones are taken out, the Clod’s broken
and often harrowed to make it finey fo doth Art in
our Work, make our Earth as fine, even as flower 3
and as Nature fortifies the Earth by the Univerfai
Spirit in the Rains, Dews and Airy Life, fo in Art
by the unétuous Vapour of Mercury; and as in Na-
ture the Husbandman manures his Ground with Muck
and Straw, which is of the fame Nature with the
Seed, fo doth Art by the Salt and Sulphur of the
Earth and inferiour Waters, which is one in kind 3
and as the Seed when ripe is gather'd in the Ear,
growing at the. very fummities of the Stalk, the
like in Art ; for Mercury being ripe is saken from her
fuperior Habitation, 3

CH AP,
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- A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning tbé’_
Elixir, that béing the Houfe and Habita-
tion of Mercury, Uc. PR

He Elixir is our fecond Menfiruum or Fire, asi
Acetum is the firft, and therefore doth it con~-
fritute a fecond part in the Work; ’tis two things
of one Nature, for the Seed is diffolved by Sperm |
alone 3 in this diffolution it appears in the form of |
a ponderous Mireral Water, a Chaos, and therefore:
do the Philofophers fay Efixis is Water, and for this ;
reafon the Elixir doth reign all the time of the rei- -
terated Diffolutions ; that is, from the Conjunétion |
“of the two Sperms to the perfeét Calcination of the:
body, the whole time of the flight of the Eagles,,
and here Mereury hath its Habitation and dwelling,
place, he being born out of the Chaos, when the wa- -
ters were feparated from the waters, and is by Na--
ture diftil’d into the Centre of the Earth ; for as;
- Sandivogius {ays, The four Elements in the firft Opera=-
tion of Nuturé do, by the belp of the Archeus of Na--
ture, diftil into the Centre of the Earth a ponderous or
beavy Vapour of Warer, which is the Secd of Metals,,
and is cald Mercury, by reafon of its Fluxibility, and |
its Conjun&tion with every thing,not for its Effence 5 and |
for its internal Heat 1is likened to Sulphur, and after:
Corgealation becomes the Radical Moifture. And all-
though the body-of Metals be procreated of Mercury, ,
( which is to be underfteod of the Mercury of Philofo-
phers ) yet they are not to be hearkened to, that think the !
vulgar Mercury is the Seed of Merals, and [o take the:
Body inflead of the Seed. Now though he be diftill’d |
into the Centre of the Earth, yet dugp' he afcend a- -

F gain
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“wain to Heaven upon the Wings of the Spirit, and
; ﬁ}a rtakes of both Natures, and fhews his Triune
Office, which his Hieroglyphick doth point forth,
for his Body is Hermaphreditical, but his Caducear -
Rod is Male and Female ; For by the Female ke afcends
t0 the Coures of Heaven, and by the Male be defcends to
ghe Cemre of the Earth, and by this fame Power, be
draws Souls out of Hell, makes all eyes yield to fleep, as
Virgil writes of him. By Hell is meant, out of the
Philofopher’s Centre, and by Heaven their Superi-
or Waters; as he is God’s Vice-Gerent and Nature’s
eldeft Son, he aéts moft powerful in the Mineral
Kingdom: For inftance, Helmont tells you, that the
Earth is only a Matrix for Generation, and that ’tis
not in the leaft tranfmuted, but remains the fame in
Pondus, 'as he gives you an Example in a Tree,
which encreafed from a very fmall one to a great
one, endeavouring to prove that by Water only ve-
getables receive their growth and encreafe 5 'tis true
this Doétrine in the common Produétion of things
carrieth with it fome fmiles of Truth, but in this
Mineral Work the matter is clear otherwife, for the
Earth doth here not only encreafe in weight, but al-
fo in vertue ; for as Sandivogius {aith in his Treatife
of the three Principles of all things, where he fhews
the aétion of Body, Soul and Spirit, that the Spirit
augments the quantity of the Body, but the Fire augments
the vertue thereof, but becaufe there is more of tﬁ? Spi=
rit in weight than is of the Fire, the Spirit it raifed,
énd nppr%rh the Fire, and draws is 1o 1t fElf 5 apd fo
every one of them encreafesh in wvertue, and the. Earth
which is the middle beswixt them, encreafeth in weight,
nay alfo- in verue 5 for from a fumple Earth. ’tis
brought to a noble and fufible Salt, which by Arte-
phius is call’d Sal Albroe, the beft and nobleft of all
Salts; for the Seminal Leffas of the Earth unites
~ with the $eminal Vitality of the Water, from wlgence
comes the Vegetation, Multiplication and Hxagati-
on 3 for in the Univerfal Spirit is the Multiplicative
Power of all things, as hath been often hinted and
candidly



( 36)

candidly deliver'’d, and that Metals are generated
out of a Body Spiritual and Spirit Corporal ; from
thefe two kinds of Salts all things in the Muaero and
Mécrocofm are generated, as the Mauritanian Phi-
fofopher truly fays, and my Opinion is, that it is an
excellent and elaborated picce, if you will but take
the word Man for Microcofm, which indeed is the
foundation of our Seed 3 whether the fault lies ia the
Tranflator, or a willful veil of the Author, I fhall
here omit. . .

Thefe two Salts are plainly intimated by Serdive-
gtus, where he fays, you muft mix the two Waters 10-
fﬂ&r' that isto fay, the Ceeleftial and Terreftrials
or altho” the Golden Seed isin the Earth, the Lu:
nar is in the Air, and fhe is the radical Moyfture
of Metals § therefore Philofophers fay, that Mine-
rals have their Roets in the Air, and their Heads
and Tops in the Earth: But feeing thefe truths are
Myfterious and Profound, and far above common
réach, many will not be convinced without figns and
wonders 3 and no wonder, fecing they demanded
this of Chrift, the Author and Foundation of our
Salvation 5 but he anfwered them, none fhould be
given but that of Foras, who. was three days and
three nights in the Whale’s Belly, fo fhould the Son
of Man be three nights and three days in the heart
of the Earth, before his Glorious Refurreétion. So
with divine fubmiffion to that holy Reftorer, I will
anfwer, in the reftoration of Nature, this is as fig=
nificant a fign as any ¢ and they that will not be-
lieve this,
Book. For as thy Mercury floweth from the Ocean
of Nature’s Catholick Spirit, it muft contairi an uni-
verfal and unfpecifick Nature, and fuch degrees of
purity, as to be able to delcend into the Centre of
the Earth, and there to kill and putrify the firft
(pergmy Matter (and Thee alfo to all vainnotions in
Phil§fophy ) and after death afcend again on the
Water (and make thee alive in the deep fenfe of

Nature’s Myfterious Operations ) and finally into
the

all have no other given them in this
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the Airy; getting a more Tmmortal and Celeftial
Bodys which right proceedings will not only con-
firm thee, that thou art upom a right foundation,
but alfo will open the pleafant fountains of Nature,
and fhew her Myfterious Operations, and interpret
thofe irrevocable Laws, which are written on fine
leaves of Silver, in Capital Letters of Gold, the
Preface to them is, @hat (e alone, in fecondary
Caufes, 15 the enlp, true, Wmberlal Fountain and
Decan, whence all the true natural Wifdom is ob-
tained 3 and he that doth not believe thefe figns,
let him fuffer defervedly for his unbelief. for that
he hath in his Mouth ftill the tafte of the firft fruits
of Difobedience and Unbelief, that ancient mon-
ftrous fin, a luft to the Carnalities of Elementary
Corruptions, efteeming the vain gloffes of notional
Philofophy, beyond the fubftantial Glory of the
true Light, and beauty of Nature, in her univer-
fal outgoings and aétion of Vivification 3 and that
they do not confider her as they ought to do, nox
‘Mercury the univerfal, moft univerfal of all Nature’s
Children ; for he ties and unites the Raies of the
Sun and Moon together, and brings the Queen
thofe ' Garments which Philalethes fpeaks of in his
Chymical Founmrain, which are fo charming and beau-
tiful,"that no man can believe it without a fight
thereof. _

Let it fuffice, that this Book is written from an
Hyporkefis, as ancient as'the World ‘it felf, in ithat
1 refer you to thofe Golden Leaves, contained in
‘this univerfal Book of Nature, and learn from thence
‘her- 'Spiritual Operations and to underftand the
Wildom, that revealsthe Myfteries ‘of this univer-
fal Office of Mercuryy for as 1 have often thought
and fometimes faid, by the knowledge of the two
‘Fountains, all ‘things requifit for Man's Happinefsin
this World, and that which isto come, may be un-
‘derftood 3 for from the natural, the things of Na-
ture, and from the divine, the divine Myfteries are
“conceived, for that it isof an informing and teach-

ing
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ing vertue, reminding us of our Duties, and by thee
Grace and Favour given, doth allure man to a livingg
Faith, to walk agreeable to the Power of Religion,),
contain’d both in the Law and Gofpel 3 and all Pro--
fefions and Forms whatfoever are to me, as amn
empty Shell without a Kernel, that deny the diétatess
of this Divine Spirjt ; for ’tis that by which truee
Wifdom only is obtained, even that Wildom that iss
to be efteemed before Riches, and Underftanding be--
fore abundance of hidden Treafure. o/}
But it very often proves to thofe that do feek itt
a right, as it did to Selomon, viz. to bring with itt
Riches, Honour and length of Days; for this endl
have I {o often direted you to the Fountain it felfy,
where you may come to underftand Mercury's Triune:
Office, that fo you may come fo fee that Type, im--
planted by God in Nature, even a true Emblem off
the Heavenly Ferufalemy and therefore do 1 agaimm
and again: Invite all fuch, as defire to be Poffeflors ofi
this great Myfiery, to prepare themfelves againfti
the day of ‘Mercury, God’s Vice-gerent’s appearancey,
who hath in one hand his Snaky Rod, and in the o
thera Triune Key, which unlocks the Myfteries off
Acetum, Elixir and Azoth 3 nay, all other neccflaryy
ones, in the mixture of our Seed: As allo, whyy
the Seed is caft into fuch a difmal, darkfome Cavern,,
or Magical Cell, even to hide it from all fuch thatt
are not thereunto ordained. So above all thingss
*tis highly neceffary to learn Mercury's Office in par--
ticular, and Nature’s in general ; and alfo to knows
her firft mixture in the Bowels of the Elements, ass
in the womb of their great Parent, how the Sperms
and Seed is there formed, endued with Life, and fo»
awaken'd, as to be brought out of Power into Reall
A&t ; this hath allways been the advice of the Bro-+
thers of the X. €. and then there would be mores
Philofophers and fewer Broilers. e b
Now as in this work of the Elixir, the principless
are confufed, a Chaos ; for the Central Waters havez
not a radical Union with the Czleftial, for thercc ig ar
rude:
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Crude Air or Firmament that divides them, fo that

thou muft firft learn to take off Mercuzy’s hat, if

thou intends to cxalt him from a natural to a Mille-

_ nary Perfetion; able to redeem the imperfect plane-
tary forms, that come by Mercury’s depreflion or un-
profitable fhadows , wherewith his pure Spirit is
covered over. _

The pra&tice of this is candidly fhewn by Philale-
sbes, where he faies, Our Artis to compound twe Prin-
ciples, ( one in which the Salt, and another in which the
;Flgpburqf Nature doth abound ) which are not yer per-
fe&, nor yet torally imperfet, end ( by Confequence)
:ﬂ sherefore (by our Art ) be changed or exafted,

wbich that ( which is votally perfe@ ) cammot bey and
then by common Mercury to extrad not the Pondus, but
the Caleflial Vertue oxt of the compound, which vertue
{ being Fermental ) begets in the common Mercury an
Off-fpring more noble than it felf, which is our true Her-
maphrodite, which will congeal iz felf and difJolve the
Bodies, And experience fhews, that in this work of
the Elixir it doth divide it felf into two principal
‘parts, viz- Laton and Azoth 3 Laton in the bottom,
and Azotbin the top, and Laton is by A78h whiten-
ed, therefore I think it neceflary to treat of thefe
in a Chapter apart, {o thall here conclude this.

3] | EHAP.
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C HA B VI

A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the:
 Nature and Prodution of Laton.

-LA‘m?r is produced out of the Elixir, as a Body/
out of Water, as being that wherein the cor--
poral Tmpurity is yet contained 3 Laton, {ay the Phi--
lofophers is Gold, that is, the Philofophical Gold,,
which muft be redeem’d by Az0th : For the Seed off
Gold doth lie in Gold, although in a clofe compa=-
&ion under the ftrong metallick Folds, which the:
Hermaphroditical Mercury, mention’d in the laftt
Chapter, hath power only to open. |

The Poets have alfo given a very clear diftinéti--
on concerning the nature and produion of Lators;
the Fable of her Birth I fhall omit, having done:
that in my Analsfis Chymica Theolog. Poetic, andi
only fhew, that fhe is faid to bean Ifland floating ina
the Sea, and hid under Water, and afterward be--
came fixt and immovable 3 her name imports her Na--
ture, being call’d Latora from Lateo to hide, that is,,
fhe is hidden in the Elixir, and by the feparation byy
fire becomes manifeft. She is faid to Ef: deliver'di
of two Twins, fc. Diana and Apollo 3 firft of Diana,,
who was as a Midwife to her to bring forth Apollo,,
all which thadow forth profound Truths, and (hewss
that in her Bowels is contained the Solar or Golden:
Seed 3 and therefore if ever you expeét to fee Apolloo
in his Golden Robes befprinkled, it muft be by thes
diffolution of this Earth, for ’tis that, which is fabledd
out by Funo, the Twin Sifter and Wife of Fupitery]
whom Poets feign he let down in fhewers of Goldi
with a treble Thunderbolt at her feet, therefores
the whole bufine(s is, that Laton be fo perfeéily cals-
cined, as that it may admit of this Golden Tinttures;

forr
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for as ﬂ,ﬁj Gold is noble, fo is its Mother far more no-
ble,for so of all the natural Forms,hath nothing com-
parable to it for Luftre and Beauty, yet the Mother of
Sol, or M.reury of the Philofophers, that being {uper-
natural, is far more beautifulj for there is no com-
re, the nature of this Mercurial, Sulphureous Light
ing fuch, as todart into the Ocean of Nature’s Uni-
rfal one; O the fecrets of this Science, that demon-
ates the Triune Office of Mercury, and fhews his
noblenefs and unparallel’d vertues, which Centre
in a paradifical Purity: For Mercury may be faid
Fanus like, to have a double face, by one he looks .
towards Elementary Corruptions and Generations
within the verge of Elements, he being the life and
ath of every thing natural 3 by the other he looks
ternity-ward, for the fire or breath of his mouth
reprefents the fire of the general Conflagration,
wl?en the very Elements fhall melt for fervent heat,
and a new Heaven and new Earth Philofophical fhall
be created. _
~ The central heart of Mercury is alfo endued with
a double Effence, one Immutable, the other Multi-
plicative, all by the vertue of Light 3 the motion
of which is the higheft fire in the World, and
will fuffer by the re-aétion of no contrary thing g
for this Laton or Gold, redeemed by this Mer-
curial fire is melted opened and calcined, and in
fuch a way as the common fire can never perform,
and therefore receives @ more high and noble puri-
fication, and in fome fence demonftrates immorta-
lity, nay common Gold it felf fhews much of the
verity of this thing, and that 'tis endued with e-
qual dominion of purer Elements, not fo much in
uantity as in quality 3 therefore is it a perfeét
%in:h of Nature by a united Specification, wherefore .
if bears all the fiery Examens, but alas in its higheft
perfection ’tis but a fignature of the Sun, and differs
as much from the fullnels, as a fhadow doth from
the fubftance.

D2 ‘Now
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- Now the fullnefs of its vertue remains in thatt
general Miners, where Mercury is refident in hiss
Triune Office, from whence not only Sof and Lupes
are formed 3 but alfo the meft noble and chaft vir--
gin Diana is beautified with the circles of Light,
‘which {pring from the Elixsr, as will be hereafte
fhewn. For the incorruptible Elements get domi:
nion over the corruptible, whence is produced 2
moft perfeét Birth, (" and next to the Soul of Man
which being artificiaily exalted to a Light, you may
thereby difcern many Myfterious Seals, which thee
Eternal God ftamped in the Light, as before hinteﬂ%
1

in the ficft fignature of things ; for by the way,
would have you to obferve, that the univzrial figs
net contains all the vertues of the inferior ones, au
they fpring and arife from tke primitive root
univerfality, and have pals'd Salmacis's Faumaiu,r,!
having there effeminated themfelves in the firft ras
dical Moyfture, and being thus exalted to its beau--
tiful form, itis a Gemws rather than a Species, andd
as before hinted, the moft univerfal that hath beenn
or ever fhall be in the altion of vivification. -
For fuch like reafons as thefe it was, that thofe in4-
quifitive after Nature and her Secrets, became fab
Ernfﬂundly Wife, even by their infpection into thiss
ns, and were enabled to defcribe the Nature of Tne«
dividual Species from the original Head-[pring, witha
out the help of Books; for faith Sandivogius, Hee
that is in the Centre is able to write many Books, be=~
caufe things are plain and feafable to be underftood,),
for there the Revolutions, Durations and Mutatis
ons of all the Spheres is plainly to be feen, fandd
what will be their eternal change from Elcmcnﬁ:

ry Corruption. So that when thou comes to fei |
Nature unvailed, and the body of Lator radicallyy
diffolved, thon wilt find nothing more clear and cani==
did than what T have here written, for I have fhewn:

the union of the Earth and Water, and of its ma-»
king one Globe, and how the Earth'is in the Water,,
and the fire in the Air, which is the life and a&ivig;
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.of the whole; for Laton muft be regenerated by
Ldzoth, if ever you defire to fee hjm in his beautiful
‘Garmeats, and that the Reader may better under-+
and what this Mercury that fo often dies and re-
gencrates himfelf is, I will give fome fhort hints of
‘his Office in the Work,
 He is that firft aftive Power that excites the
Sperm to Motion, and information of the Body and
_Exaltation 3 he is the fole drudge, for he plows the
_Earth, and beats the Water with his Breaft, and
ftrikes the azure Skies with his Rods he is here a
Body, and there a Spirit, and in his Triune Power
- becomes vi¢torious over all the Elements, and that
in a triumphant manner, communicating of his li-
ving vertues to the more imperfect and decaying
Spectes, and giving the Homogeneous more living
and durable Qualities, This the Divine Jfermes,
who is called the Father of the Philofophers knew
right well, for in his Smaragdine Table he faith,
That the Fatber of it is the Sun, and the Moon the
Motker, and the Wind or Air carries it in its Belly
to the Truth of which all true Philofophers have,
as with one mouth, born a faithful Teftimony, figu-
ring out the fame as with the moft artificial Pen-
cil, which I from my experience have methodically
collected and digefted 5 therefore 1 fuppofe, thou
mayeft never expett to have this Art more plainly
open’d, than what I have done in this Book, until
the fullnefs of time come, that the fecrets of all thefe
Myfteries fhall be made manifeft, therefore if thou
doft not underftand me, never expeét to obtain it
from Authors, feeing that in many of their Writ-
ings are contained {uch Myfterious Knots, that a
dyro can never untic without he comes to that
éﬁ Silence which Fermes fpeaks of, which opens
the intelle€tual Springs, and if thou art thereunto
ordained, will fhew thee the budding of Mercury’s
Caduce, as it were in thy band, like that of Awon’s :
For I'll affure thee, that in thefle Natural Myfteries,
Marcters unpremeditated flow to me for thy Eenefit,
D 3 in
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in this Writing; vet T am forced to cloath it in
that decency which becomes a Philofopher, I f
I fhould tranfgrefs that Divine Precept, where ii
is commanded, Thou fbalt not give the Childrens brea
to Dogs, as well knowing, that ’tis the gift of
as alfo that ’tis his free gift, and therefore he wi
be the fole Difpenfer of it according to his
mighty Pleafure until the fullnefs of time.
~ This Body of Laton being known and preparecd)
muft be redeem’d from all earthly Corruptions
for as theie is a Reftoration for Man by the Vers
tue and Fificacy of the well beloved Son of Good
according to thofe Conditions and Divine Precepbt
laid down in Scripture ; {o there is the like promifik
for Nature in general, that we equally look for
new Hcaven and a new Earth, and a Spiritual F¢
rufalem, which fhall be adorned with all the Gld
ries of God 5 for all vifibles we now fee muft pasf
away. and then will be feen what now is inviiiblé
which hath been hid from the generality of Mans
kind, cver fince the foundation of the World, whicch
1s the converring of a Quadrant into a Circle 3 aar
enjoyment of the kifth Monarchy of Nature, whickl
is pofl {icd by the way of Love, it being a Trinit
in Unity, and Unity in Trinity : For the true knows
Yedge of Mercury’s Tiiune Power will fhew man thhe
true Emblem of the Garden of Eden, the Paradififf
of God, about which there is to this day fuch
clafhing among the feeming Learned, where ii
fhould be, whether upon the vifible Earth or nott
which that it is, fomé have granted for certaina
but withal allow it to be an Embarafiment to ﬁuI
being by Divine Authority guarded by the Chee
rub.” But at the beft, thefe are but Carnal Reas
fonings, for they will not conceive this Flamings
Sword to be Death, and the feparation of the Elee
- mentary Cerruptions; a Type of which is plainkd

feen in Nature, which they know nothing of, ane
therefore do imagine the Glories of God not to et

1
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as they are, without they were comprehenfive and

vifible to them.
. And therefore 1 will define Paradife, to be a pure
 Czleftial Vertue, implanted by God in Nature,
and hath its Refidence in the Centre of this Uni-
verfal Sperm, and remains there as' the Conferva-
tor of Life and durability ; to this great Truth do
all the true Chymical Philofophers, as with one
voice confent : So with divine fubmiffion to that E-
- ternal Being, which created Man, and placed him
in the Garden of Eden or Paradife, a place of plea-
fure and detight, Vll define the CEIEF’tiai Paradife
~ to be in the Centre of the Caleftial Orbs, and
ftands in Harmony with the Sun, making but one-
Sphere with it 3 and this my Opinion is grounded
from the words of the Apoftle Pau/, where he fpeaks
of his Divine Traace, faying, / knew 4 Man ir Chrift
" above 14 years ago ( whether in the Body, I carrot
tell, or whether out of the Body, I camnot tell, God
knoweth ) fuch an one caught up to vhe shird Heavens s
“and in the two following verfes repeating the fame
words, he adds, thet be was taken up into Paradife,
and beard unfpeakable words, not lawful for Man to ut-
ter 3 fo that confequently the third Heavens is Fa-
radife, and contains fuch Myfteries, as man in the
fall'n ftate fhall never fully comprehend, untill he
return by the work of Regeneration. But while
man is an Alien to this Spiritual Country, he is
link’d and chain’d faft to the forbidden Fruit, that
Tree of knowledge of Good and Evil, which feeds
the fenfual and earthly Nature ; fo that he neither
can nor muft eat of the Tree of Life, until he re-
turn to that one living Faith and know the Rock
of it, even Chrift, who in all ages is the ftay and
foundation of his Church. Here Miracles are not
ceafed, for the Spiritual Eye is open’d to fee from
whence they are fall'n, in order that-they may re-
turn again, by paffing through the Flaming Sword
of the<Cherub, and knowing the Water of Rege-
‘neration, which gives admittance to the Tree of
' D4 Life,
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Life, which ftands in the midft of the Paradife of
God, whole leaves are for the healing of the Na-
tions freely, without money or price.’

I have a Magazine of fuch like Secrets as thefe
to write, and more efpecially concerning the Seeds
of Flements, and that pure Type which is to be
raifed out of thefe Corporal Elements by the grand
Tyrant of the Earth, as well as the Fire of Confla-
gration ; for as there is a particular, fo is there a
general purification, by Water and Spirit, and then
by Fire. But what fhall T fay, fhould I even fpend
and be fpent to invite, 1 am fatisficd ’twould not a-
vail while the Man of Sin thus remains; for Wi
.dom hath been tender’d to all, and the Porch of her
Temple flands allways open by Night and by day,
and her Minifters inviting thee to enters O Man !
who ever thou art, for her Call is to all the Inhabi-
tants of the Earth 3 but Solomon teftifies that alltho’
fhe thus fpeaks, yet few are they that regard her
Call; and altho’ T fay by her, as “twas fid by the
Spoufe in the Canticles, altho' fhe is black, yet is
fhe comely 3 and King Solomon compares her to all
the Glories that this World affords, the better to
make her received, yet was (he defpifed 5 the more’s
tke pitty, and remains the fame to this day.

Now fecing this Art carries fo many Myfteries
with it, we ought therefore in all humility to labour
to prepare our felves, {0 as to know the hour when
the Lord’s Call frall be, and with the five wife Vir-
gins to have Oyl in our Lamps, that when the Bride-
groom Calls we may be admitred.

It is good at all times to be zealoufly affefted,
according to the meafure of knowledge received, and
then it is upon a good ground to be hoped, tho’ we
may not be {o rightly inform'd, aswe fhould, thatit
will be accepted: This was the cafe of Sanl, who for
his Zeal was converted to Paul, tho'at the fame time -
he had the Writ of Perfecution about him, yet he
was made an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift; for tiat God,
who knows the hearts of all, told him, he had made

| R Gy ' him
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C.H:A: P VHL

A Theophifical Inveftigation concerning the
Rife and Prodution of Azoth.

Zoth hath its Rife and Birth from the Elixir, as
well as Laton 3 for, as I faid before, as the one
inhabits the lower part, fo doth the other the up-
per: This truth is confirmed by Count Trevifan,,
who faith, That Azoth is drawn eut of the EliXir as'
Oyl out of Water, and is hot and moift 5 and Phildle- .
thes in his Expofition on Kipley likewife thus: The
Elixir is divided into 2 more fubtil part which is called !
Azoth, and ke groffer pare is called Laton, which is by
Azoth wafbed and whitened, In Rebis the Matters are:
confufed, in Elixir they are divided, and in Azoth they
wre conjeyned with an infeparable Union.

This is that Menflruum they fo much do magnify, ,
faying, That Azoth or Fire is fufhcient for thee, in
the middle or end, tho' not at the beginming ; and
Bafil Valentine in his Manual:, pag. 487. fhews a rea-
fon for it, faying, That this Spirir revews both Men
and Beafls, like the Eaple, confumeth whatfocver is bad,
and produceth a great age to long Life 3 this Spirit of
Mercury s the cb:'.—:fg Key of all my other Keys, of
whick I bave written in the beginning thereof, will
I call come ye bleffed of the Lord, be you amointed with
Oyl, and refrefbed with Water, Embalm your Bodies, |
that they may not Putrify, get a bad (ent and [tioks for |
~ the Heavenly Water is the Beginning, and the Oyl a Me-
dium, which doth not burn, becaufe ’tis made out of a
Spiritual Sulpbur, and the Balfom of Salt is Corporeal, |
which is united with the Water by means of the Oyl,
- And again pag. 281. Firft know that no common Ar-
gent vive is fit for our ufe, but our Argent is made, E{ |

t
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the beft Metals by the Spagyrick Art, pure fubtil, clear,
[plendent as a Founain, vranfparent as Chriftal, with-
out any Impuritys of this make a Water, or incombufti-
ble 0yl, for Mercury was at the firft water as all Philo-
Jophers agree to this my faying and Dolkrine,

The manner of its Preparation is candidly deli-
ver’d by Flammel, who above'all others hath unti-
ed the knot, and defervedly carries away the Gar-
land; for he faith, when you come to Latow, the
Matter muft be divided into two parts, the one to

~wafh and cleanfe, the other to be cleanfed and nou-
“rifhed; for Laton muft enter the Nymphs ‘Bath, to
be cleanfed of his Leprofy, and that Infant when
born, muft be indued by the living God with a ve-
getative Soul 3 yet however thefe words are Myfte-
rious enough, till praétice demonftrates them : This
truth he himfelf agrees to, faying. 'tis a fecret, moft
admirably fecret, which for want of underftanding,
hath made fools of all thofe who have fought with-
out finding it3 and hath made every Man wile, that
beholds it with the eye of his Body or of his Spirit.
For in the knowledge of 4z0th the whole Secret
. confifts, and as ’tis cuftomary in the Books of Phi-
lofophers, to make Repetitions, I here again tell
thee, that our three Keys are Acetum, Elixir and
Azoth s and Azoth is, as it were, the fruit of the o-
ther two. Now Acetum is the four juice of Minerals,
{imple and compound; fimple in refpeét to its Ef-
fence, and compound in refpect to the faline and
{fulphureous Earth it contains; this goes before in

- preparing the Eiixir, and out of the Elixir comes
 Azoth, fo called for its puvity and incorruptibility ;
and becaufe this is the moft fecret and myfterious to
be underftood, I (hall be the more large in my De-
{criptions s for this Fire is a fimple compound, fim-
ple in refpect to its Heavenly and Spiritual Eflence §
compound. in refpect to the manner of its mixture
and operation through the Elements, fo as to in-
form Matter with Light, then have you attive and
paffive, fuperior and inferior, the true Hermaphre-
ST, | ditical
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ditical Merciwry, to which all the Philofophers have
born this Teftimony, There is in Mercury whatever
the wife Men feck : This is the true Avg Hermetis and
Magical Aniaday or everlafting Spring, that flows to
the Paradifical world of the Sophi, where Mercury is
rightly underfteod in bis Triune Office, and to have
an Animal, Vegetable and Mineral Life, and yet of
kin to the moft perfect Mectals, for ’tis by this a-
lone the body is redeemed 5 and to be fhort, this is
that floating Soul, which hovers up on top of the
Mountains, and primitively did build her Neft, as
Bafil Valentine fays, in the coldnefs of the Snow,
where her Chickens die for cold by the coldnefs of
the Snow, but the Eggs being laid, and incubated
by the old ficry Drager, or firft Male Sulphur, the
cold Matrice of Mercury is animated with Heat and
Life, and Spiritual Seed, which prepares it as a
{weating Bath for the King. Here you fee there
appears fomewhat of diverfity between Laton and
- Azoth, the one being hot and dry, the other cold
and moift 5 the one Male, the other Female 3 the one
the Body, the other the Soul: So that by confe-
quence a Medium muft be found out, partaking of
both Natures, by which they are reconciled.

This Medium between the hot and the cold ‘is
Moifture, and that between Body and Soul is Spirit,
the quinteflence of which is that pure vital Fire, that
contains all the Elements, yet it felf is no Element :
For as it hath defcended into the Centre of the
_ Earth, and partaken of Purgation, {o hath it again

alcended into the Air, and holds the Wind in its
Fift, in ali to bring about its Immortality, And in
this produétion it changes it felf into various forms 3
one while ’tis Female, another while Male, and be-
- tween both thefe States, Hermaphroditical 3 nay it
types forth many Divine and Supernatural Myfte-
ries, and as the Author of the Ciine Bawer faies,
that great Office of Chrift’s Reconciling God with
Man, which perhaps bereafter I may more largely
touch at, bucar prefent thall only fay thus much con-

cerning
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cerning it, and that without blufhing, That ’twas by
the knowledge of this Medium, they knew there
fhould be a more Heavenly one, which fhould de-
fcend and be born of a Virgin, fuffer Death and
Martyrdom, and open the Gates of Hell and Death,
and then again afcend into the Bofom of his Father,
and fit at his right hand, advocate on Man’s behalf,
and fo have prophefied of his Nativity, fome hun-
dred of years before it was. Read AHermes, the
Cline Bawer, and Sal Lumen, and Spiritus Mundi, e-
{pecially Chapter 2. for thy further fatisfadtion
that being accurately handled there, I will now come
tglu {peak of its Magnetick Power and Attraltive Of-
Ce. i
This Spirit is the firft plain and manifeft Effeéts
of Mercury’s Triune Power, being the chief of our
Sophical Fires; for firft, it Magnetically attraéts al
the vertue-out of the Earth, and now out of the Sea,
and then out of the Air, but firft forms his Neft
there ; from which Neft you muft take our whiten-
ing Water, yea even the Female Dove with all her
Eggs, which are feven or ninej but be fure you fe-
parate her from her Neft, without defiroying her
Young, for if you do, all your Labour will be in
vain, for the Chicken is nourifhed in its blood, ¢,
This aétive Medium, in its very firft Compofiti-
on, is Pomtanus’s Fire, and by thofe Rotations may
be underftood, why ’tis faid, ’tis taken elfcwhere

- than from the Matter, and that it {eparates nothi
from the Matter, but turns the whole into Purity g
but notwithftanding his pretended candidnefs and
pitty to the Searchers, thou . canft not underftand
him without a grain of Salt3 for here is much of
fubtilty and' myftery lock’d up in thefe words, for im
every operation there are many fuperfluities fepara-
ted ; nay even when Azorh is formed, and comes to
aft upon Laton, it cannot, as Artepbius plainly tells
thee, diffolve the whole, but what is Homogeneous,

throwing off the Faces, as Nature doth Corrupti- -

on out of the fromach by a voluntary Vomit, hA-nd-‘
: there-

¢
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therefore you muft not underftand him, as if there
fhould be an union of.any other Matter ; for this
would contradi¢t the unanimous Authority of Phis
lofophers, who fay in one thing alone is truth, and
in plurality vanity., So that it muft be conceived
only in refpeét to place and diverfity of Natures,
ripene(s and unripenefs, purity and Caleftial vertue,
and impurity and Corporal Corruption § what {hall I
fay, I heartily wifth, that this my candidnefs may
not deferve the fame Judgments to come upon me,
as upon thofe that difcover the fecrets of the Elyfiar
Fieidss but, O Reader! ’tis for thy. benefit, and
therefore let thy Prayers be for my Prefervation as
for thy own. and let us not provoke the juft God by
a finful abufe of his fecrets.

This indeed hath been the only Gordian knot,
which hath puzled me, in my hard and painful La-
bours for many years, and will for ever puzle all the
fond Doters on Alebymy in their various and Hetero-
geneous Mixtures, and for ever fhall puzle all fuch,
as are not ordained to this Wildom, notwithftanding
our plain Defcription of the Matter, and Modus
thereon 5 and although I am not in full poficflion
of this great Medicine, yet can behold as in a Glafs,
the various Operations, and meafurably defcribe the
Glory thereof, being well fatisfied that the know-
Jedge thereof is to be obtained by all that will be
induftrious, andif they can but once come to under-
ftand and know the dimenfions of our Seed in the
Chaos, and how to feparate the fame, and to form
the Femgle Mercury, tor thou muft remember, that
the Woman was taken as a Rib from the Manj fo
muft our Female be taken from the body, and be-
ing united in the moift Nature, the Female Seed is
produced, without addition of any thing in the .
World ; but only as to diftinétion of Nature, place
and manner of preparation, for thou muft by the
. way obferve, that crude Mercury and crude Sulpbur
muft from the very beginning be feparated, one by

Art, the other by Nature 3 the one carrying.an hg;; .
ri
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rible coagulating Salt with it, the other a wild Sul-
phur or Fume, that burns the flowers of the Seed,
fo that [ advife all to beware of crude Air 3 for when
the Seed is ftirred up by the external Heat, ’twill
caufe horrible Fumes in thy Glafs, and fo break it:
I have obferved, that where thefe wrathful princi-
| Eles remain, if they break not the Veffel, they will

laft the Seed, as they too often do in the great
World 3 for were it not for the benign Spirit of Na-
ture, that labours with all its might to rarify and
difperfe them, they would deftroy Man and Beaft,
therefore may 1 properly call them the principles
of Wrath, which I fhall pafs by and come to thofe
of Love, which are Laton and 4zothg for Laton is
- the body of the World, and 4zotk the Soul or Mind,
and the Soul muft be reap’d above the Body in the
Mind, as a Czleftial Seed, fuperior to Root or Stalk §
thefe things being obferved in prattice, the Artift
may be fatisfied, that he builds upon the foundation
Rock of Truth, for that'in the great World the Of-
fice of the fuperior and ative Elements is to ani-
mate inferior Beings with Light, Heat, Life and li-
'ving motion, {o asto caufe vegetation through the
greac Ocean of Nature.

For ’tis plainly fhewn to us by the irrevocable
Law of Creation, that every Seed was firft Spiritu-
al, and had its original flamp, form and texture in
the Light by the Divine Finger of God, in refpet
to every individual Species, which caufeth them
~ to this day only to produce their like, as experi-

ence daily confirms. This is one of the greateft
Myfteries in Philofophy to be rightly underftood,
nay it launches into many Divine Myfteries, for
There is to be feen the Efficacy of the impreffion gi-
ven by the divine former (as before hinted ) as well
to Celeftial as Terrcfirial Beings, therefore we can-
not, nor indeed cught to fpeak or write of it, but
with aftonithing Humiliation and Holy Praifes to
that one Triune God, who created this MNature, as

a Tranf(cript or Copy of the Original. A
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But feeing that from the very firft formation off
the Body, this Work of Purification is carried on,,
1 fhall quote fome Authorites from the Philofophers;
to fhew how it is effefted, beginning firft with,
Sandivogius, who tells you, That Sulphur is detained |
in Prifon, and Salt is the Key to the infernal Pri..
fon, where Sulphbur lies bound 3 o as Pkiladelphia faies,,
Salt prepares Sulphur, Sait and Sulphur prepare Mercu-.
ry, and Mercury muft weigh them in the yuft Balance of f
 Libra. You may remember that Librz is an airy!
fign, yet is it piftured witha Sword of Juftice in
one hand, and the fcales of true Weights in the o-.
ther. '

The Philofophers having mention’d the Office:
of this Saturnal Salt in opening the door of the Pri-.
fon, where Sulphur lies bound: Come let us now:
fee by what action it is perform’d, which I tell yon
will be noother than that of Animating and Cheri--
fhing the Seed, until the pure Sprouts, Buds and
Flowers come forth, and after that the weighty
Grain ; for do not the Philofophers unanimoufly '
tell you, that Heaven and Earth muft be united in
the bed of Friendfhip, fo that they may honour-
ably reign all their lives; and wherefore elfe (hould
Sandivogius {ay, That the Earth is like a Spong, was it
not that it [hould drink in the Spermy Aquacity of Mer-
cury, and further, The Earth is the Receptacle of all,
that is, for their purpofe, becaufe the Mercurial Spirit
iy counted for Earth till exaltedy for as Philalethes
fays, In the firft days of the Srome, there appears four
Elements, of which three are intbe Mercury fublimed,
and one in Sol, which is counted all for Earth, till i¢
be diffotved, and then it fermems the Mercury, and
makes the three OQuafities of it, which ir hath drawn |
from three fubftances to unite inro one Mercury. Sandi- |
vogius doth alfo allow « twofold Mercury, where he
fays, The firfp Matter of Metals is twofold 5 the fifta
Eiumidiy mixr with bot Air in form of a fat Water, .
adhering to things pure or defiled, and is govern’d by
Mercury in the Philofopher's Sea, by the influence ?’

©ome
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t0 the Earth, and putrify like a Grain of Wheats the
Faces being coft away, you muft bring 14 from the deep
again into Water, which wil[" generate a Branch of an
wniite fbape 1o eisher Parenty and altho', as before
hinted, he doth feem to fpeak of the unlawfulnefs of
{hewing the way of extratting the Sal drmoniack ot
Mercury of the Philofophers out of their Sea-water 3
yet hath he here candidly given fome general hints|
of it, therefore well may his Writings be efteemed |
a Rofe, pluck’d out from among the Thorns.
Another anonymous Author fays, The Soul boversi
inthe Air and waits to redeem the Body, and 10 unire:
with i, [o as to bring it 1o Immortality, alluding vavhe:
Soul of Man : But methinks I hear my Reader to in--
quire, what this Hovering is, to whom I will anfwer,,
it may be well underftood by that, which is divinelyr
deliver’d by Mofes in Genefis, where he faies, Thet
Spirit of God moved on the face of the Warers, com--
manding light to come forth, and like a {wift wing-.
ed Herald, proclaims its Embafly, feparating the:
diftiné& Natures, which lay unfruitfully hidden in thee
Pavilions of Confufion, which was the feparating oft
the Waters from the Waters. So the like in thee
‘Philofophers Chaoss for as 1 have already faid, thee
Spirit proceeds from Unity, and paffing through thee
difecord of Elements comes to Unity again, which iss
Azoth, our whitening Water, and is made Perma+
nent only by the aforefaid Medium, which is thee
white Wife, Pontanuss fire, Artephius's middle fub--
ftance, clear like pure Stlver, which ought to receivee
the Tiniture of the Sun and Moon, bis [harp Vinegar, i
which there is one of Antimony, another of Mercuryy
fublimed, *tis a Coagulated Mercury, but nor fixt, ¢
Spiritual Body, fluxible innature of a Body, yer volas
tije sn nature of a Spirity it is the Tyer of the Sun anod
Moon together, s
For Laton being formed, it ‘muft be whiten'd byy
Azoth, for the Body doth not Tine, except it bed
Tined, becaufe of its thick and corporal Nature:,
therefore Philofophers fay, That' Gold Colours not un--
| 1l



vl its bidden Spirit be drawn from it, which Sandivogi.
. @5 intimates in thefe words: There is given 1o us one
Meral, which barb power 1o confume the reft, which he
calls Magnet and Chalybs ; but the radical Moyfture of
Sol and Lune withftands it, and is berrer'd by it 3 and
in another Bpl'ace he cautions you, to meddlc with no-
iﬂixé elfe bur their Sair, which.is Mercury, and their
Gola and Silver cover'd vver with the Sphere of Saturn,
And Arrephins (peaking of this Mercurial Fire, fays,
"Tis the bidden fecrer afgtf.’f: wife Alehymift, the Philp-
- SJopher’s Spirit “or Fire, feparaved from the Water and
Blood 3 for tis thar Mercury already mentioned, which
is dravwn from irs red frogm and virriglick Caverns,
wherewith ’tis adorned's it is the diffolving Water,
the Menftruwm in the Sphere of the Moon, that
~ knows how to calcine Sol, about which Volumns
might be written; for the Mercury is not congealed
~through a watry cold, but through a fiery warmth,
from whence afterwards comes the glafly Sea of the
Wife men, and the firft Candles of Medes’s lighting,
by the light whereof you may und :Eftand the My-
freries of Nature, and fee how Mars and Venus have
caft their Golden Star into the Sea of Delos, from
whence the Mercury is fo firengthen’d, as that it will
be able to devonr the Companions of Cadmus 3 fo
that you may difcern by ‘this, how the loweft ig
brought higheft, to be firengthen’d by the airy life
of Bodies, and then the higheft will exalt the loweft;
for this Water is of fuch Tranlcendent Brightnefs,
as that twill blanch Verus into Lune, and all brought
about by the twifting and twining of Mercury’s Ca-
duce.
Bafil Valentine defcribesit thus: *Tis 4 volatile Fire
m form of a Mineral Water, which congeals bis wolg.
sile Mother, and diffilves bis fixed Father, until they
become one in Mercury’s Triune Kirgdom; for Meycury
is ‘help’d by Nature and Art ina way far beyond
her common Procefs, and fo comes readily to mol-
lify the Body, and prepare it for fufion and liquifa-
faction; may 'tis the fountain and Balveum Mariz, the
' B2 Fire
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Containing a Theophifical inveftigation con-
cerming the Probability of what the Phi-
lofophers bave afferted concerming the Art's
Excellency.

REader, This Chapter is written by way of#n-
fwer to any dubious Query, that may arife in
thy mind concerning the poflibility of this Art,
and of the Myfteries it points forth ; but many of
the Ancients have already learnedly and excellent-
ly perform’d this Task, having proved, that in the
Preparation of this Medicine, all the Types of the
Antetype are beheld ; inftance Bafil Valentine, where
he compares the Triune Office of Mercury to type
forth the Myferies of the Holy Trinity, as in
PAg. 347. 345. And again to all the Myfteries
of the Prophetical and Evangelical Difpenfations,
as thou mayeft read at large in pag. 121. 122,
123, O¢c. And again, the Water-flone of the Wife
Men runs through all thefe Myfteries in Scripture
Phrafes, the like do many Philofophers; but this

way of proceeding, viz, to Allegorize the Holy
Scriptures is not|fo pleafant to me, ‘as to cull out
fome backing Teftimonies from its Authority, fee-
ing many things in Scripture feem to me very pat
to the matter in hand; although T muft confefs,
that Mofes gives a very large Map of the work of
Creation, yet there is no particular mention made
of Minerals, but the two firft Chapters of Cerefis
are fo material as to this Point, that it feems Very
plain to me, that Mofes did from a practical know-
ledge of the Mineral Seed deliver that in thofe
; Chapters,
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cannot be otherwife expeéted untill the fulloefs of
time fhall come, that*the Golden Calf fhall be
ground to Powder, and Money fhall be efteemed
like Drofs, and the prop of Antichrift dafh’d in
pieces. O that we might ‘be all prepared for that
long expeted, yet now approaching univerfal day
of Redemption ; that our eyes may fee the new
Ferufelem, that is cloathed in White, come down
from Heaven, which fhall abound with Gold in the
fireets, and the Gates made with the richeft Stones,
and that we may, pafs through that Holy River of
" Regeneration unto the Tree of Life, whofe fruit
is for the healing of the Nations, given without
Money and without price. O that we could fee

the Adeptifts return from all the Corners of the
Earth, and the righteous Inhabitants thercof with-
out fears or Snares of their Lives. O that this
great glorious Monarchy of the North was efta-
bliflied, that all who thirft might come freely to
it 3 that the Swords might be turned into Plow-
fhares, and their Spears into Pruning Hooks, and
that the name of the Lord, which is as a firong
"Tower, may be our defence, which are the Walls
and Bulwarks of Righteoulmefs. O that we could
buat once have our Aflurance, that Elias the Fore-
runner of thefe mighty things was ¢ome, as I hope
he is, and that he had beat his Alarum and found-
ed the Trumpet for the Preparation of the King-
1y way of the Lord. T would to God, that we might
daily prepare our [elves, fo as to receive this great
Heavenly Pridegroom with a bowed down Spirit
and a fanétified Heart, that fo we may not be
found like the five foolifh Virgins without Oyl in
our Lamps, and fo lofe the Admittance into his
holy Prefcice. O that all the truly ingenious may |
obtain their defire, by beginning in that Wifdom,
which fhall never fade, and that the earneft De-
firers of Science might know the true interpreta-

tion of all, that hath been Myftically delivered by
the
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~ the Philofophers from the Creation to this very
- day; that we may be a People of one Language,
~ and one Heart, as they will be in the day of the
Gofpel-Trumpet’s Sound, when they fhail come to
eat of the Bread, and drink of the Water of Life
freely, without Money or without price ; where
the Myfteries of Nature will be unvailed, even
thofe hid from the Foundation of the World, and
- things paffing unto their general Reftoration, where
they fhall reft in their Eternal Qniesy a Type of
which every true Philofopher beholds, and how
the Elements are unbanded, Principles produced,
Bodies Calcined and Purified, in order to produce
thofe rich and living Metals, even that Gold, which
St. Foka in the Revelations fays, The fireets of the
wew Ferufalem fhall be layed with, all which is
breught about by the knowledge of Mercury and
his Regenerating Nature; for ’tis he that muft
deliver into your hand that Triune Key, that un-
locks all the Myferies of Nature, yea and her
Book of Records too, wherein her magnificent A&s
are [een, and the Myfteries fhe contains unlock’d
and open'd, and will be to be viewed by all, to
whom the Promifes belong, even thofe who are
come through the many Tribulations, and have 2
Triumphant Song of Joy in their Mouths, even
the Song of Mofes and of the Lamb; that is, the
Song of Judgment and of Mercy, which the Sio-
nites Sing upon the holy Mownt Siow to that great
glorious Being and fullnefs of all Beings, and to
the Lamb that fits on the Throne for ever and
ever, Amen.

But feeing it is not our lott to fall in this Glo-
rious day, although we fec the Day-flar of it
ana thereby are fenfibly awakened, fo as to awaken
‘others, that they may give diligent heed to Wil
dom’s  Voice, and fo come to underfiand, what
hath been left on Record by the Ancient Pilgrims,
concerning Divine and Natural Myfteries, which

: that
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that they may is the fincere defire of him, who
is a Brother and Fellow-traveller, ©c."

I fhall now only add the Teftimonies of fome
worthy Authors concerning this Arcanum, and fo
conclude : The firft is that of Peracelfus in the
Sipnature of Natural things, fol. 358. * This is a true
. i%g,n of the Tinéture of the Philofophers, that by
¢ its Tran(muting force all imperfe¢t Metals are
¢ changed, viz. the White into Silver, and the Red
“ into the beft Gold, if but the fmalleft part of it
¢ be caft into a Crucible upon melted Metals, 9.
¢ tem, for the invincible Afrwm of Metals con-

‘ quers all things, and changeth them into a Na-
“ ture like unto it felf, @e. and this Gold and Sil-
¢ ver is nobler and better, than that brought out of

¢ the metalick Mines, and out of it may be prepa-
¢ red better medicinal Arcana’s. Item, therefore e- - |
¢ very Alchymift, that hath the Afrum of the
¢ Sun, can tranfmute all Red Metals into Gold, |
¢ Ge, Irem, Our Tinéture of Gold hath Aftral |
¢ Stars within it it is a moft fixt (ubftance and

¢ immutable in the Multiplication it is a Powder

¢ having the reddeft Colour, almoft like Safron, yet

¢ the whole Corporal fubftance is liquid like Rofin,

¢ tranfparent like Chriftal, frangible like Glafs ;5 it
¢is of a Ruby Colour, and of the greateft weight, |
¢ &c. Read more of this in Pargcelfus’s Heaven of |
Philofophers, Ttem, Paracelfus, in his feventh ‘Book
of Tranfmutation of Natural things, faith, ¢ The |
 Tranfmutation of Metals is a great Natural My- |
¢ fiery, not againft Nature’s Courfe, nor againft
¢ God’s Order, as many fallly judge 3 for the im- |
¢ perfeét Metals are not Tran{muted into Gold, nor

¢ into Silver, without the Philofopher’s Stone, Jrem,
Paracelfus in his Manual of the Medicinal Stone of
the Philofophers, faith, ¢ Our Stone is an Heaven- -
¢ ly Medicine, and more than perfect, becaufe it

¢ cleanfith all filth from Metals. |

Secondly,






(68)
¢as Oyl doth Paper, diffolvable in every Liquor

¢ and commiffible with it, fryable like Giafs, in a
< Powder like Saffron, but in the whole Mafs thin-

¢ ing red like 2 Ruby (" which Rednefs isa fign of a

¢ perfeét Fixation, and fixed Perfeétion,) permanent-
“ly colouring or Tinging, fixt in all Temp ations
“ or Tryals; yea in the Examination of the burning
¢ Sulphur it felf, and the devouring Waters, and in

¢ the moft vehement Perfecution of the Fire alwuys:

¢ Tncombuftible and Permanent, as a Salamander.
¢ Item, The Philofopher’s Stone, being fermented in
¢ its parts in the great World, transforms it {elf in-

“ to whatfoever is profitable to Man by the Fire 3

¢ hence a Son of Art may perceive, why the Philo-
¢ fophers have given their 4zoth the name of Mer-
“ eury, which adheres to bodies, &e. And further in
the fame place, « It is fermented with Metals, viz.
¢ the frone being in its higheft whitenefs is fermen-
¢ ted with pure Silver to the White ; but the San-
¢ guine Stone, with pure Gold to the Red, and this is

“ the work of three days, e.

Thirdly, AHe/mont, in the Book of Eternal Life,
fol. 590. ¢ I have often feen the Stone, and handled
¢it, and have projéted the fourth part of one grain,
¢ wrapt in Paper, upen eight ounces of Quickhlver,
¢ boyling in a Crucible; and the Quickilver with a
¢ {mall noife prefently ftood fill from its Flux, and
¢ was congealed yellow like Wax 3 and after a Flux
¢ by blaft, we found eight Ounces, wanting, eleven
¢ Grains, of the pureft Gold: Therefore one Grain
¢ of this Powder would tranfmute Nineteen Thou-
¢ fand, One Hundred and Eighty Six parts of Quick-
¢ filver into the beft Gold:  So that this Powder is
¢ found to be of fimilar parts with Terreftrials, and
¢ doth Tranfmute infinite plenty of impure Metals
¢ into the beft Gold, uniting with it, and o defends
¢ it from Ruft, Cancer, Rottennefs and Death, and

¢ makes it in a manner immortal againft all Tortures
4
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Twelfthly, A French Doétor who is Phyfician to
the People of the French-Church, formerly living
between Biflop-gare and Leaden-ball-fireet, his Name
T know not, is pofitively fatisfied from attual De-
monfiration, who faw Copper Farthings converted
into pure Gold. Item, The thrice worthy R. B. Efg;
who aétually faw Tran{mutation, and wore a Ring

-of the fame Gold 5 which was a promoting caufe to
the Parliament, for taking off the A&t againft the
Melioration of Metals, which was originally made
upon the occafion of too too many being fatisfyed
from that Demonftration of Raymund Lully, before
mention’d, that the Art of Tranfmutation was real,
but upon praétical fearch being found difficult to
be obtained, the Eftates of the Heirs and Heirefles
wafting {0 faft, as I have been inform’d by an ex-
-cellent Politician, it was thought highly expedient

< to make a fevere Aét againft it ; both which Aéts to
me is a convincing Argument of our wife Senators
fatisfadtion of this Arts poflibility; as any other
whatfoever, without we fhould fuppofe that the
Wifdom of the Nation would make Aés for or a-
gainft the Wind, which I have not the leaft thought
of, much lefs reafon to judge them guilty of fuch
Abfurdity.
~ But what need T (pend my time, to fum up Te-
ftimonies concerning its poffibilities, feeing I have
my [elf good reafon to believe the fame, having
feen fome Seals of the Philofopher’s Writings, and
hope that many more, will be equally fatisfied,
that fo the Philofophers may be more reverenced
than hitherto they have been.

The
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The Copy of an Oath, found a-
mongft the Papers of a Knowm
Adept, after his Death, which iss
Adminiftred upon the Adopting off
a Brother into the Cabaliftical So-
ciety. -

Orafimuch as the great God of Heavem

and Earth, from whom we all proceed)
2 whom we Live, and to_whom we mufft
Return at our oppointed time, bath adoptcd!
and chofen out from among Mankind a cer--
torn mumber of Chriftians, for that eminentt
. Work of Creating perfe things from imper--
fetion, unto whom it is made manifeff by
the Spirit of Creation the Univerfal fuft or
ffth  Creating Quinteffence, by which it st
by many beld to this day, the World was re--
duced from its rude and undigefted Chaos, to
a Beantiful and pregnant Matrix, fit for the:
vecerving of  Seminal Vertue, for producing |
all Circulay - Appearances, as daily doth ap-
pear by owr moft glovious Produéion or Ma-.
mufalture 5 and for as much as it has been:
Jrom all times thought fit to keep fecret and
undivulged, from the common knowledge of
Mankind, the eafie and facil way of our great

ork,
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I alfo promife by virtue of the forefaid
Oath, not to have to do with Kings or
great Men, and never to commune with any
out of a covetous mind or defign, but yemain
fatisfied with that knowledge God hath fhewed
out of his wonderful Providence to me s Iike-
wife I promife to make it my endeavour to find
out one to enjay this kuowledge after my de-
ceafe, unto whom I will, while I live, impart
what I [afely may, and at my death veveal the
whole fecret 5 alfo I promife in the prefence
of God, that I will never joyn with any upos
@ covetous pretence of advancing the Secret,
unlefs it be with an Adeptift, known and ap-
proved of by my other Brethren: neither de-
liver any true knowledge of our true Univer-
Jal Magnet and Chalybs, and principally
the Mercury and Gold, whether it bein an
fEnigma or otherwife, as is defigned or beft
thought fit for the prefervation of this Sci-
ence; and if it ﬂj{;uid Jo bappen that I
Jhould be Racked and Tovtured to difcover
the [ome, and there is no hopes of aveiding
the danger, by giving or delivering [fome o-
ther compound way, which bath been be-
foreband confulted of, and agreed upen, by.
the Brethren s and if that will not do,
then I promife to fwallow my common Fill
without which I promife never to be, but con- ;
fantly to bave it about me, in the form of
Beads, or what [hape fhall be thought -moft
fit, to which promife and Covenamt I bind
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Advertifcment. '

HE Author defigns ( by Divine Permiffion )

- to make ready for the Prefs thofe two follow-
ing Treatifes, viz. Analyfis Chymica Theologiz Poe-
tice: Or, An Explanation of the Poeti@] Theo-

- logy from Philofophical and Chymical Experience 3

wherein is plainly thewed, that the Hiftorical My-
fteries and Myftical Hiftories of the Ancient
Greek and Latin Poets, is but an Anigmatical De.
fcription of the Golden Apples, contained in the
Gardens of the Hefperides 3 to wit, the Elixir of
the wile, or the Silver and Gold-making Medi-
cine; whatever Comments other Mythologifts
have in their Eclipfed Underftanding and vailed
Reafons put upon them,

The other, Hiftoriz Nova de Thefauro Britammic -
Or, an Hiftorical Account of the Philofopher’s
Colchos, Delos and Lemmos 3 being a Praétical
Difcourfe of the undifcover’d Treafures of the
Hefperiden Gardens, contained in the Britannic
Dominions ; fet forth by way of Dialogue between

‘the Author and Hermit Experience, which is a

full Difcovery of the Matter and Preparation of
the Univerfal Medicine of the Ancients. Written
for the Benefit and Tnformation of the diligent
Inquirers after the Myfical Truths contained in
Hermes's fecret Temple.
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