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. FORMULAZXK
MEDICAMENTORUM.

OF FEVERS IN GENERAL.

E choofe to begin with the confidera-
tion of Fever, becaufe it 1s the moit
frequent of all difeafes, the moft ge-

neral in its effets, and lays the foundation of
moft acute and chronic difeafes.

In treating of any difeafe, it is firft neceflary
that we afcertain thofe fymptoms which ferve to
diftinguith it from every other; becaufe it is
only from a knowledge of thefe, that we can
reafon with regard to their caufes, or proceed
properly in the cure.

In every Fever there is in the beginning a
{fenfation of cold, called horripulatio, attended
with a quick pulfe, fucceeded by an increafed
heat, with proftration of ftrength, and thefe are
called pathognomonic {fymptoms.

Thofe



2 OF FEVERS IN GENERAL.

Thofe who imagine that a quick pulfe alone:
with a heat greater than natural indicate the pre--
fence of Fever are miftaken. Though the aboves
fymptoms always take place, yet there are fomes
others in common to all Fevers, which accord--
ing to the nature or violence of the difeafe ares
more or lefs frequent and obvious.

They may be confidered under three differentt
ftages :

Stage I. Laflitude, weaknefs, hnrrzpu!atm, Ii=-
gor, tremor, palene(s of the extremities,,
difficult breathmg, anxiety of the precor--
dia, naufea, vomiting, fmall quick pulfe,,
pmﬁratmn of ftrength, urine crude andd
thin.

Stage II. Thefe fymptoms are fucceeded by heat,,
the pdlencfs difappears, thirft 1s confider-,
able, attended with headach. |

-Stage 1II. Thefe {fymptoms are relieved by aa
gentle {fweat, the pulfe becomes more fulll;
and {oft, whu:h fhews a freer circulation j;
the urine frequently depofits a fediment,

In fome Fevers the fymptoms of cold are foo
tranfitory in their duration as not to be obvious ;
but on the whole thefe are the fympmmq thatt
are in-common to all Fevers, and what will en--
.able us to trace their caufes and lay down pro--
per indications of cure, Therer










OF FEVERS IN GENERAL. 3

There are other {ymptoms which frequently
occur and which deferve a feparate confidera-
tion ; vomiting, diarrhza, ge!irium, coma,
watchings, convulfions, fymptomatical and pro-
fufe {weatings.

The caufes of Fever are various, and they
operate differently on different conftitutions.
The moft frequent are external cold with moif-
ture, efpecially if fuddenly applied, which by
flopping perfpiration, and occafioning a reten-
tion of other fecretions, ftimulate from their
acrimony, and excite Fever.

Mpyafmata and putrid efluvia in the atmo-
fphere give Fevers which affeét whole countries
or cities,

Too large a quantity of acrid food, fpirituous
liquors, or condiments, efpecially if they are
{uch as are of difficult digeftion, and are there-
fore not readily thrown out of the body.

A collettion of putrid fordes in the ftomach is
a more frequent caufe than commonly imagined.

Affections of the mind, fuch as fear and anger,
which by ftopping perfpiration, and favouring
the retropulfion o? eruptions, produce Fever.

The external application of corrofive cauftic
- fubftances, whatever wounds or occafions lace-
A z rations



4  OF FEVERS IN GENERAL.

rations of any kind, whatever irritates the nerves,
and excites inflammation.

Thefe are all the occafional caufes that pro-
duce Fever, and are therefore to be avoided.

- The proximate caufe of Fever feems to be a
conftriction on the furface of the body, or {fpafm
of the nervous kind, produced by ftimulus, oc-
cafioning a refiftance to a free circulation, and
therefore productive of fuch fymptoms as have
been enumerated.

Fevers are of different kinds, according as
thefe caufes have more or lefs taken effeét, and
according to their duration and frequency of their
return, and thefe all depending very much on
the predifpofition or temperament of the body.

The cold and other {fymptoms of weaknefs in
Fevers arife from an impeded circulation on the

furface of the body.

The quick pulfe and anxiety of the precordia
are owing to an accumulation of blood about the
heart, and the increafed heat, and ation of the
veflels are owing to the heart in fome meafure |
getting the better of the former refiftance, and
therefore from the blood flowing with more ve-
locity, and likewife from its tending fomewhat
to acrimony, more heat is generated.

The










OF FEVERS IN GENERAL. ¢

The pain of the head and back is owing to
fpafmodic contractions of the {mall veflels and
nervous fibrille of thefe parts.

In the cure of Fevers we are to attend to fuch
occafional caufes as we have mentioned, if pof-
fible they are to be expelled, and nature is to be
aflited afterwards in conquering the proximate
caufe, by producing a free and eafy circulation
on the furface of the body, and reftoring per-
fpiration.

And the cure will depend likewife on a pro-
per management and regulation of the powers of
nature, that the febrile impetus fhould not pre-
vail beyond due bounds, or that the efforts of
nature fhould not be too violent.

The firft general indication in the cure of Fe-
vers 1s to evacuate from the prima vie; by
doing this we remove fordes colleéted there and
likewife promote perfpiration.

N° 1. R Rad. Ipecacuan. pulv. Bj.
Tart. emet. r. 1

&1
Aq. Menth. vulgar. fimplic. f, hauft.
Vel

N°2. R Vin. Ipecacuan. zx.
Syrup. Violarum q. {. f. hauft,

As
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As coftivenefs frequently attends Fever, pro-
ducing irritation from an accumulation of pu-
trid fzces, that is to be removed by the follow-
ing means, to be repeated as occafion may re-
quire ;

N° 3. R Decoét. Commun, %viij.
Sal. Glauber. gvj.
Ol. Olivar, %j. f. enema,

Vel

N° 4. K Aq. tepid. fpfs.
Sapon. moll. %{s. f, enema.

N® 5. R Sal.Cachart. Glauberi, zvj. ad %j.
Mannz %{s.
folve in Aq. fontan. 3viij. cap. Zijfs. pro
hauft. rep. donec alvus folvetur. :

N° 6. K Cremor. Tartar. gziij. folve in Aq.
fervent. %vj. adde Mann., %ij. et
cola per vices fumend.

If there are other fymptoms which indicate
the inflammatory diathefis, fuch as a quick and
full pulfe, great headach, high breathing, in-
flammation of the eyes, with approaching deli-
rium, then the patient muft be blooded from %vj
to Ig:c, according to the degree or violence of

e, and as the patient is more or lefs plethoric;
a {udden evacuation from a large oriucc is at-
tended









OF FEVERS IN GENERAL. 7

tended with advantage ; in Fevers an attention
fhould be paid to the effeéts of bleeding, for ma-
ny Fevers {eem to require bleeding in the begin-
- ning that afterwards become putrid and nervous,
and it is difficult to raife.the pulfe and firength
- of the patient brought low by evacuations,

The fecond indication in the cure of Fevers,
is to promote per{piration, and in doing this we
aflift nature, who {eems to dire her courfe this
way.

For this purpofe the preparations of antimony
are the beit adapted.

N°® 7. B Tart. emet. g, .
Aq. Menth. vulgar. fimpl. %jfs.
Syrup. violar. %fs. f. hauftus.

N° 8. R Tart. emet,. gr. j.
Camphor. gr. v.
Conferv. Rofar. q. {. f. bolus.

N° 9. & Tart. emet. gr. j.
Magnef. alb. gr. x. f. pulv.

‘The tartar emetic is to be preferred as being
more certain and conftant in its effets than any
other preparation of antimony, but as it is often
difficult to avoid its emetic power in the fmalleft
quantity the reguline calcined preparations are
to be had recourfe to. ‘

N° 10,
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ralted by allowing the patient to drink freely
of decottions of rice or Earlcy, {ufliciently aci-
dulated with vegetable acids, as the juice of le-
mons, apples, and the hke ; but during the ope-
ration of an antimonial they are apt to occafien.

griping.

If the anxiety continue, which 1s always ow-
ing to an impeded circulation throngh the lungs,
it may arife from a weaknefs of the heart, or 2
fpafmodical affetion of it, efpecially if the pulfe
15 quick and fmall, and the heat not equally
diffufed thro’ the whole body.

The warm cordial and antifpafmoedic - medi-
cines muit be had recourfe to.

N° 13, R Caflor, gr. xv.
Croci gr. v.
Sal. C. C. gr. vij.
Conferv. rofar. Bfs.
Syrup. zinzib. q. f. f. bol.
Quarta vel quinta quaque hora fumend. fupes-
bibend Julep. fequent. %j. vel 31j.

N° 14. ‘R Julep e camphora,
_ e mofche, aa. %iv.
igt. volat. aromat, gutt, xxv,

The fymptoms which occur in Fevers and are
the moft troublefome, deferve our attention,
B fuck
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fuch as diarrhza, profufe fweatings, coma, de--

lirium and cenvulfions.

~*Diarrhxa in Fevers takes its rife from a vaii-
of caufes; firft acrid and putrid fordes col-
le&ted in the intefiines, or putrid or acrid mat-
ter taking its courfe that way rather than by the
kidnies or fkin; and therefore this d1fchargc
when moderate, and not {fvch as weakens the
patient, proves falutary, and Gdg]}t not to be
ftopt, and when very urgent ougnt only to be
moderated b}r fmall dofes of Ipeca-uan, of two
or three grains cach; on the other hand when
it has continued: for fome time without any re-
lief to the pat:ent attended with griping, ren-
dering the patient’s pulfe weaker and- qu1cLer,
and increafing every {ymptom of weaknefs, it is
to be ftopped by opiates, aﬁrmgent cordial, and
diaphoretic remedics ; fo that the irritation may
be allayed, and the fow of humours determined
to thc furface of the body; thefe may be
cither taken by the mouth, or injetted by the

a4llus.

N° 15. K Confe&. cardiac. Bj.
- Theriac. Androm. gr, xv,
Pulv. rad. contrayerv. Ds.
Ol. cinamom. gutt. j
Syrup. croci q. {. f. 1301%15.
Sexta quaque hora {umend.

N° 16,

L, et e o e il
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12 OF FEVERS IN GENERAL,

Eruptions of other kinds frequently take
place in Fevers that are truly critical, as the
{mall-pox, meafles, miliary Pever of thefe in
their proper place.

Profufe fweatings, if not crltlcal and afford-
ing relief, are for the moft part injurious, by
weakening the powers of nature, and deprrwng
the blood of its aqueous part, - ™ :

They are fIEquemly owng ' tolal putrefcent
ftate of the fluids, and a confiderable laxity or
weaknefs ‘of the habit, which tend: greatly to
fink the patient and zmp”dc his recovery ; they
are ‘to be reheved by N° 1givor N? 20.°te
which may be added alum whey, ‘taking from
three to four ounces of it as it agrees with the
ftomach. |

Watching in Fevers is frequently owing to
flight inflammations of the brain, from f- afms
and increafed irritability of thefe parts ; it is ta
be moderated by keeping the body quiet, by
excluding light, and all external 1mpre{“ﬂrs,
from the patient, by the ufe of fedative medicines
that a¢t on the nerves without increafing inflam-
mation.’ | -

N°21. R S-ﬂ fedativ. Homberg. 9. --Bj.
' Con{'erv. rofar, q f f 'bo!

3 | N2z,
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N° 22, R Aq. fontan, 3jfs.
. cinamom. fimpl.
-Alexeter, {pt. aa. zj.
Caftor. Dfs. i1
Confe&. democratis Jij.
. Syrup. croci zj.
M. f. hauft. fexta quaq. hora {umend.

A coma or conftant drowfinefs.and inclination
to fleep without being relieved by it, indicates a
compreflion on the brain, and if attended with
inflammation of the eyes, or violent pulfation of
the temporal arteries, will be meoft readily re-
lieved by the application of leeches to the tein-
ples; -even when a more general evacuation by
bleeding would prove hurtfal.

This {ymptom likewife arifes frequently from
a {pafmodic contration in the {mall veflels of
the brain and dura mater, and in this cafe the
patient is relicved by the external application of
volatile ftimulating falts, finapifms, and blitters.

" .Delirtum in Fevers is owing to an unequal
and irregular diftribution of nervous power,
fometimes to inflammation in the beginning
of Fever, but when occurring in the end of Fever
indicates a weaknels and languor; when from
inflammation; leeches or V, S. when from weak-
nefs, antifpafmodic and cordial medicines, as
N® 13 and 14. are to be employed. -

N° 23/
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N° z3. R Mic. panis alb. zlv
La&. vaccin. Zvj. coq.
ad debitam confiften. fub finem adde pulv.
finap. Zj. M. f. cataplafm. pedibus applicand.
poit duodemm horas removend.

N° 24. R Semin. finap.
Mic. panis recent. aa. p. .

Acet. opt. q. {. f. cataplafma.

If durmg the delirivm the ftomach is much
affetted with great naufea, vomiting {hould be
encouraged.

And opiates in delirinm without ftupor is fre-
quently attended with advantage.

Convulfions and fubfultus tendinum, fre-
quently attend the laft ftage of a flow Fever,
which always indicate fome injury in the brain,
and are therefore commonly attended with
danger.

They always indicate extreme weaknefs and
that nature is opprefled, therefore they are re-
moved by mufk, caftor, afla faetida, cordial and
ftimulating medicines, Madeira, port wine, and

I:he hke.

A blifter to the head in thefe cafes is attendcd
with advantage.. - S

-

4 The







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































