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in the Human Species. 3

which, in the continual revolutions of opini-
on, might be in hazard of being afterwards
difcarded. I fhall, as much as poflible, avoid
ufing terms of art; or attempting to explain
the manner of operation of the caufes, where
diverfity of opinion among phylficians, has
left the {ubject in doubt. ' '

And, in the beginning, permit me to make
one general remark which muft often have
occurred to every judicious inquir?r into the
powers both of moral and of phyfical caufes—
that every permanent and charalteriftical va-
riety in human nature, is effected by flow and
almoft imperceptibie gradations. Great and
fudden changes are too violent for the delicate
conftitution of man, and always tend to de-
{troy the fyflem. DBut changes that become
incorporated, and that form the charater of
a climate or a nation, are progreflively carried
on through feveral generations, till the caufes
that produce them have attained their utmoft
operation. In this way, the minutelt caufes,
a&ing conftantly, and long continued, will
neceflarily create great and confpicuous dif-
ferences among mankind,

1. Of the firft cl-a{'s of caufes, I fhall treat
under the head of climate, In
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below them warmer, and the countries above
them colder, than is equivalent to the propor-
tional difference of latitude. The frigid zone
in Afia is much wider than it is in Europe ;
and that continent hardly knows a temperate
zone. From the northern ocean to Caucafus,
fays Montefquieu, Afia may be confidered as
a flat mountain. Thence to the ocean that
wafthes Perfia and India, it is a low and level
country without feas, and protected by this
immenf{e range of hills from the polar winds:
The Afiatic is, therefore, warmer than the
European continent below the fortieth degree
of latitude; and, above that latitude, is much
more cold. Climate alfo receives fome diffe-
rence from the nature of the foil ; and fome
from the degree of cultivation—Sand is fuf-
ceptible of greater heat than clay; and an un-
cultivated region, thaded with forefts, and co-
vered with undrained marfhes, is more frigid
in northern, and more temperate in fouthern
latitudes, than a country laid open to the di-
rect and conftant a&ion of the fun. Hiftory
informs that, when Germany and Scythia
were buried in forefls, the Romans often
tranfported their armies acrofs the frozen Da-
nube ; but, fince the civilization of thofe bar-
barous regions, the Danube rarely freezes.

Many
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om, it imprefles, in the {ame proportion, a
permanent and charateriftical complexion.
The degree in which it predominates may be
confidered as a conftant caufe to the alion of
which the human body is expofed. This
caufe will affect the nerves by tention or re-
laxation, by dilatation or contraétion—It will
affedt the fluids by increaling or leflening the
peripiration,; and by altering the proportions
of all the fecretions—It will peculiarly affe&
the {kin by the immediate operation of the
atmolphere, of the fun’s rays, or of the prin-
ciple of cold upon its delicate texture. Eve-
ry denfible difference in the degree of the
caufe; will create a vifible change in the hu-
man body. To fuggeft at prefent a fingle
example.—~A cold and piercing air chafes
the countenance and exalts the complexion.
An air that is warm and mifty relaxes the
conftitution, and gives fome tendency, in va-
letudinarians efpecially, to a bilious hue,
Thefe effets are tranfient, and interchangea-
ble in countries where heat and cold alter-
nately fucceed in nearly equal proportions.
But when the climate conftantly repeats the
one or the other of thefe effe@s in any de-
gree, then, in proportion, an habitual colour
begins to be formed. . Colour and figure may

; be



8 Of Complexion and Figure

be fliled habits of the body. Like other ha«
bits, they are created, not by great and fud-
den impreflions, but by continual and almoft
imperceptible touches. Of habits both of
mind and body, nations are fufceptible as
well as individuals. They are tranfmitted to
offspring, and augmented by inheritance.
Long in growing to maturity, national fea-
tures, like national manners become fixed,
only after a fucceflion of ages. They be-
come, however, fixed at laft. And if we can
afcertain any effe&t produced by a given ftate
of weather or of climate, it requires only re-
petition during a fufficient length of time, to
augment and imprefs it with a permanent
characer. The fanguine countenance will,
for this reafon, be perpetual in the higheft
latitudes of the temperate zone; and we fhall
forever find the fwarthy, the olive, the taw-
ny and the black, as we defcend to the fouth.

The uniformity of the effect in the fame
climate, and on men in a fimilar ftate of {oci-
ety, proves the power and certainty of the
caufe, If the advocates of different human
fpecies fuppofe that the beneficent Deity hath
created the inhabitants of the earth of diffe-
rent colours, becaufe thefe colours are beft

adapted
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ground the hye of the climate becomes, at
length, deeply and permanently imprefled.

On the fubje& of the phyfical caufes of co-
lour I fhall reduce my principles to a few fhort
propofitions derived chiefly from experience
and oblervation, and placed in {fuch connexion
as to illuftrate and {upport one another. They
may be enlarged and multiplied by men of
leifure and talents who are difpofed to purfue
the inquiry farther.

1. It is a fa& that the fun darkens the fkin
although there be no uncommon redundancy
of the bile.

2. It is alfo a fa& that redundancy of bile
darkens the fkin, although there be no un-
gommon expofure to the fun®,

3- -It is a fa&t equally certain that where
both

putrid ftate. 1 decide notamong the opinions of phyficians. Whichever
Pe true, the theory I advance will be equally juft. The bile will be aug-
mented ; it will tinge the fkin, and there, whether in a found or putrid
ftate, will receive the action of the fun and atmeofphere, and be, in pro.
portion, changed towards black.

* Redundancy of bile long continued, asin the cafe of the black jauns
dice, or of extreme melancholy, creates 2 colour almoft perfeély black,
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being unfit for perfpiration, and attaching i«
felf firongly to that {pongy tiffue of nerves,
it is there detained for a length of time till it
receives the repeated aCtion of the fun and at=
mofphere.

11. From all the preceding principles taken
together it appears that the complexion in
any climate will be changed towards black,
in proportion to the degree of heai, in the at=
mofphere, and to the quantity of bile in the
{kin.

12. The vapours of ftagnant waters with
which uncultivated regions abound; all great
fatigues and hardfhips; poverty and naftinefs,
tend as well as heat, to augment the bile,
Hence, no lefs than from their nakednefs, fa-
vages will always be difcoloured, even in cold
climates, For though cold, when affifted by
fucculent nourithment, and by the comfort-
able lodging and clothing furnifhed in civil=
ized {ociety, propels the blood with force to
the extremities, and clears the complexion ;
yet when hardfhips and bad living relax the
fyfltem, and when poor and fhivering {avages,
under the ar@ic cold, do not poflefs thofe
conveniencies that, by opening the pores,

| and
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and cherifhing the body, affift the motion of
the blood to the furface, the florid and fan=-
guine principle is repelled, and the complex-
1on is left to be formed by the dark coloured
bile ; which, in that ftate, becomes the more
dark, becaufe the obftru&ion of the pores pre=
ferves it longer in a fixed flate in the fkin.
Hence, perhaps, the deep Lapponian com-
plexion which has been efteemed a ph®no-
menon fo difficult to be explained.

13. Cold, where it is not extreme¥, is fol-
lowed by a contrary effet. It corre&ls the
bile, it braces the conftitution, it propels the
blood to the furface of the body with vigour,
and renders the complexion clear and floridt.

Such are the obfervations which I propofe
concerning the proximate caufe of colour in
the human {pecies. But I remark, with plea-
{ure, that whether this theory be well found-
ed or not, the fact may be perfectly afcertain-

D ed,

* Extreme cold is followed by an effed fimilar to that of extreme heat.
It reluxes the conftitution by overfiraining it, and avgments the bile.
"This, together with the fatignes and hardihips and other evils of favage
life, renders the complexion darker beneath the arélic circle, than it is in
‘the middle regicns of the temperate zone, even inafavage ftate of fociety.

+ Cold zir s known to contain'a confiderable quantity of nitre; and
this ingredient is known to be favourable to a clear and ruddy complexion.
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‘ed, that climate has all that power to change
the complexion which I fuppofe, and which
is neceffary to the prefent fubjedt.—It ap-
pears from the whole ftate of the world—it
appears from obvious and undeniable events
within the memory of hiftory, and from
events even within our own view.

Encircle the earth in every zone, and,
making thofe reafonable allowances which
have been already fuggefted, and which will
afterwards be farther explained, you will fee
every zone marked by its diftinét and charac-
teriftical colour. The black prevails under
the equator; under the tropics, the dark cop-
per ; and on this fide of the tropic of Cancer,
to the feventieth degree of north latitude, you
fucceflively difcern the olive, the brown, the
fair and the fanguine complexion. Of each
of thefe there are feveral tints or fhades. And
under the arQic circle, you return again to
the dark hue. This general uniformity in
the effect indicates an influence in the climate
that, under the fame circumftances, will al-
ways operate in the fame manner. The ap-
parent deviations from the law of climate that
exift in different regions of the globe will be
found to confirm it, when I come, in the pro-

grefs
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grefs of this difcourfe, to point out their
caufes*.

The power of climate, I have faid, appears
from obvious and undeniable events within
the memory of hiftory. From the BEaltic to
the Mediterranean you trace the different la~
titudes by various fhades of colour. From
the fame, or from nearly refembling nations,
are derived the fair German, the dark French-
man, the fwarthy Spaniard and Sicilian. The
{outh-of Spain is diftinguifhed by complexion
from the north. The fame obfervation may
be applied to moft of the dther countries of
Europe. And if we would extend it beyond
Europe to the great nations of the eaft, it is
applicable to Turkey, to Arabia, to Perfia and
to China. The people of Pekin are fair ; at
Canton they are nearly black. The Perfians
near the Cafpian fea are among the faireft
people in the worldt ; near the gulph of Or-
mus they are of a dark olive, The inhabi-
tants of the Stony and Defert Arabia are
tawny ; while thofe of Arabia the Happy are

as

* Independently on the effedts of the ftate of fociety which will be here-
after illuftrated, there are, in reality, various climates under the fame

parallels.

+ The fmr Circaffian has become proverbial of the women of a nmgh
bouring nation.

£
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as black as the Ethiopians. In thefe ancient
nations, colour holds a regular progreflion
with the latitude from the equator. The ex-
amples of the Chinefe and the Arabians are
the more decifive on this fubject becaufe they
are known to have continued, from the re-
moteft antiquity, unmingled with other nati-
ons. The latter, in particular, can be traced
up to their origin from one family. But no
-example can carry with it greater force on
this {fubje¢t than that of the Jews. Defcend-
ed from one ftock, prohibited by their moft
facred inftitutions from intermarrying with
“other nations, and yet difperfed, according to
the divine preditions, into every country on
the globe, this one people 1s marked with the
colours of all.  Fair in Britain and Germany,
brown in France and in Turkey, {warthy in
Portugal and in Spain, olive in Syria and in
‘Chaldea, tawny or copper coloured in Arabia
and in Egypt®.

Another example of the power of climate
more immediately fubjeét to our own view
may be fhewn in the inhabitants of thefe
United States. Sprung within a few years
from the Britifh, the Irifth and the German

| nations

¥ Buffon's nat. hifl. vol. 3d,
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nations who are the faireft people in Europe,
they are now {pread over this continent from
the thirty firft to the forty fifth degree of
northern latitude. And, notwithftanding the
temperature of the climate—notwithftanding
the fhortnefs of the period fince their firft
eftablithment in America—notwithftanding
the continual mixture of Europeans with
thofe born 1n the country—notwithftanding
previous. ideas of beauty that prompted them
to guard againft the influence of the climate
—and notwithftanding the flate of high ci-
wvilization in which they took pofieflion of
their new habitations, they have already fuf-
fered a vilible change. A certain counte-
nance of palenefs and of foftnefs firikes a
traveller from Britain the moment he arives
upon our fhore. A degree of fallownefs is
vifible to him which, through familiarity, or
‘the want of a general ftandard of compari=
{on, hardly attrats our obfervation. This
‘effect 1s more obvious in the middle, and {till
more, in the fouthern, than in the northern
ftates. It is more obfervable in the low lands
near the ocean than as you approach the Apa~
lachian mountains; and more, in the lower
‘and labouring clafles of people, than in fa-
milies of eafy fortune who poflefs the means,

and
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and the inclination to protect their complex=
ion. The inhabitants of New-Jerfey, below
the falls of the rivers, are fomewhat darker
in their colour than the people of Pennfyl-
vania, both becaufe the land is lower in its
fituation, and becaufe it is covered with a
greater quantity of ftagnant water. A more
fouthern latitude augments the colour along
the fhores of Maryland and Virginia. At
length the low lands of the Carolinas and of
Georgia degenerate to acomplexion that is but
a few fhades lighter than that of the Iroquois.
I {peak of the poor and labouring claffes of the
people who are always firft and moft deeply
affected by the influénce of climate and who
eventually give the national complexion to
every country. The change of complexion
which has already pafled upon thefe people
is not eafily imagined by an inhabitant of
Britain, and furnifhes the cleareft evidence to
an attentive obferver of nature that, if they
were thrown, like the native Indians, into a
favage ftate they would be perfeily marked,
in time, with the fame <colour. Not only
their complexion, but their whole conftituti-
on feems to be changed. So thin and mea-
gre 1s the habit of the poor, and of the over-
feers of their flaves, that; frequently, their

limbs
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perhaps, not fufficiently accurate and exten-
five to enable us to offer a fatisfaltory foluti-
on of every difficulty that an attentive or a
captious obferver might propofe. But if we
are able, on juft principles, to explain the ca-
pital varieties, in figure and afpedt, that exift
among different nations, it ought to fatisfy a
reafonable inquirer; as no minuter differen-
ces can be fufficient to conftitute a diftinét
{pecies.

I fhall, therefore, confine my obfervations
at prefent, to thofe confpicuous varieties that
appear in the hair, the figure of the head, the
fize of the limbs, and in the principal features
of the face.

The hair generally follows the law of the
complexion, becaufe, its roots, being planted
in the {kin, derive its nourifhment and its co-
lour from the {fame {ubftance which there con-
tributes to form the complexion. Every gra-
dation of colour in the fkin, from the brown
to the perfectly black, is accompanied with
proportionable fhades in the hair. The pale
red, or fandy complexion, on the other hand,
is ufually attended with rednefs of the hair.
Between thefe two points i1s found almoft

| gvery









20 Of Complexion and Figure

diftinét fpecies. Nature hath adapted. the
pliancy of her work to the fituations in which
{he may require it to be placed. The bea-
ver, removed to the warm latitudes, ex-
changes its fur, and the theep its wool, for a
coarfe hair that preferves the animal in a more
moderate temperature. The coarfe and black
thag of the bear is converted, in the ar&ic re-
gions, into the fineft and whiteft fur. The
horfe, the deer, and almoft every animal pro-
tected by hair, doubles his coat in the be-
ginning of winter, and fheds it in the {pring
when it i1s no longer ufeful. The finenefs
and denfity of the hair is augmented in pro-
portion to the latitude of the country. The
Canadian and Ruflian furs are, therefore,
better than the furs of climates farther fouth.
'The colour of the hair is likewife changed
by climate. The bear is white under the
arctic circle; and in high northern latitudes,
black foxes are moft frequently found, Si-
milar effeéts of climate are difcernible on
mankind. Almolt every nation is diftin-
guifhed by fome peculiar quality of this ex-
crefcence. 'The hair of the Danes is general-
ly red, of the Englifh fair or brown, and of
the French commonly black. The High-
landers of Scotland are divided between red

and
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and black, Red hair is frequently found in
the cold and elevated regions of the Alps,
although black be the predominant complexi~
onat the foot of thofe mountains. Theabori-
gines of America, like all people of colour,
have black hair; and it is generally long and
ftraight. The ftraightnefs of the hair may
arife from the relaxation of the climate, or
from the humidity of an uncultivated region.
But whatever be the caufe, the Anglo-Ame-~
ricans already feel its influence. And curl-
ed locks fo frequent among their anceftors
are rare in the United States™,

Black is the moft ufual colour of the hu~
man hair, becaufe thofe climates that are moft
extenfive, and moft favourable to population,
tend to the dark complexion. Climates that
are not naturally marked by a peculiar colour
may owe the accidental predominancy of one,
to the conftitutional qualities of an anceftral
family—They may owe the prevalence of a
variety of colours to the early fettlement of

different

\ * They are moltrare in the fouthern {tates, and in thofe Familiesthat
are farthell defcended from their European origin, Straight lank hair is
almoft & gencral charaéeriftic of the Americans of the fecond and third
race. Itisimpollible, however, to predict what effeé hereafter the clear-
ing of the country and the progrefs of cultivation may have on the hair ag
well as other qualitiss of the Americans. They will neceffarily producea
great change in the climate, and confequently in the human contlitution,
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dually lofing the firong fmell of the African

zone ; their hair is, at the fame time, grow=
ing lefs involved, and becoming denfer and
longer*,

External and violent heat parching the ex-=
tremities of the hair tends likewife to involve
it. A hair held near the fire inftantly coils it-
felf up. The herbs roll up their leaves, in the
extreme heats of {fummer, during the day,
and expand them again in the coolnefs of the
evening, Africa is the hotteft country on the
globe. The ancients who frequented the
Afiatic zone efteemed the African an uninha-
bitable zone of fire. The hair as well as the
whole human conftitution {uffers, in this re=
gion, the effeCts of an intenfe heat.

The manners of the people add to the in
fluence of the climate. Being favages they
have few arts to protect them from its inten~
fity. The heat and ferenity of the {ky pre-
{erving the life of children without much care

of

* Mahy negroes of the third race in America have thick clofe hair,
extended to four or five inches in length. In fome who take great pains
to comb and drefs it in oil, it is even longer, and they are able to extend
it into @ fhort queste.  This is particularly the cafe with fome domeftic
{ervanes who have more leifure and better means than -others to cherifh
their hair. Many negroes, however, cut their hair as faff as it grows,
preferring it fhort,
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of the parent, they feem to be the moft ne=
gligent people of their offspring in the uni-
verfe*. Able themfelves to endure the ex-
tremes of that ardent climate, they inure their
children from their moft tender age. They
fuffer them to liein the athes of their huts, orto
roll in the duft and fand beneath the dire&
rays of a burning fun. The mother, if fhe
1s engaged, lays down the infant on the firft
{pot the finds, and is feldom at the pains to
feck the miferable fhelter of a barren {hrub,
“which is all that the interior country affords.
Thus the hair is crifped, while the complex-
ion is blackened by exceflive heat]. There

s

* The manners of a people are formed, in a great meafure, by their
neceflitics. The dangers of the North-American climate render the pa-
tives uncommonly attentive to the prefervatien of their children. The
Alrican climate not laying its favage inhabitants under any neceility to be
careful, they expofe their children to its utmoft influence without concern.

+ T have myfelf heen witnefe of this treatment of children by the flaves
in the fouthern flates whene they are numerous enough toretain manyof
their African eultoms. [ fpeak of the ficld flaves whe, living in little vil-
lagq:gm their plantations at a diftance from their mafters’ manfions, are
Alow in adopting the manners of their fuperiors. ‘There 1 have feen the
mother of a child, within lefe than fix weeks after it was born, take it
with her to the field and lay it in the fand beneath a hot fup while fhe
‘heed her corn-row down and up. She would then fuckle it 2 few minutes
and return to ker work, Teaving the child in the fame expofure, although
fne might have gained, within a few yards, a convenient thade, Struck
4t firlt with the apparent barbarity of this treatment T have remonitrated

. with them on the fubje® ; and was uniformly told that dry fand and 2 het
fun were never found to hurt them. This treatment tends to add to the
injury that the climate does to the hair. A fimilar negligence among the

_poor, who fuffer their children to lic in athes, or on the naked ground,

and
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tutes arc remarkably coarfe and deformed.
And all thefe peculiarities are aggravated, as
you proceed towards the pole, in the Lapponi-
an, Borandian and Samoiede races, which, as
Buffon juftly remarks, are Tartars reduced to
the 'laft -degree of degeneracy.—A race of
men refembling the Laplanders we find ina
fimilar climate in America. The frozen
countries round Hudfon’s bay ate, except Si-
‘beria, the coldeflt in the world: And here
the inhabitants are between four and five feet
in height—Their heads are large—Their eyes
are little and weak<==And their hands, feet,
and whole limbs uncommonly {mall,

Thefe cfedts naturally refult from extreme
eold. Cold contrats the nerves, as it does
fall folid bodies. The inhabitants grow un-
der the confirition of continual froft as un-
der the foreible compreffion of fome power-
ful machine, Men will therefore be found
1n the higheft latitudes, forever finall and of
low ftature®. The exceflive rigors of thefe
frozen regions affet chiefly the extremities,
‘The blood circulating to them with a more

languid
® A moderate degree of cold is neceffary to give force and tone to the

nerves, and to raile the human body toits largeft fize. But extreme cold

overitrains and contradts them. Therefore thefe northern tribes are not
‘enly fmall, but weak and timid.
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languid and feeble motion has not fufficient
vigour to refift the impreflions of the cold.
Thefe limbs confequently fuffer a greatet
contra&ion and diminution than the reft of
thc body. But the blood flowing with
warmth and force to the breaft and head,
and perhaps with the more force, that its
courfe to the extremities is obftruted, dif-
tends thefe parts to a difproportionate fize.
There is a regular gradation in the effect of
the climate, and in the figure of the people
from the Tartars to the tribes round Hud-
fon’s bay. The Tartars are taller and thick=
er than the Laplanders or the Samoiedes, be-
caufetheirclimateislefs fevere—The northern
Americans are the moft diminutive of" all,
their extremities are the fmalleft, and their
breaft and head of the moft difproportioned
‘magnitude, becaufe, inhabiting a climate e~
qually fevere with the Samoiedes, they are
reduced to a more favage flate of fociety*.

| Extreme

© *"T'he neighbanrhond of the Ruflians, of the Chinefe, and even of the
Tartars who have adopted many improvements from the civilized nations
that horder upan them, give 5: Laplanders and Siberians confiderable
advantages over the northern Americans who are in the moft abjedt flate
of favage life, and rotally deftitute of every art either for convenience or
protection. The principles ftated above apply to all thefe nations in pro=
portion to the degree of cold combined with the degree of favagenels,
“V'he inhahitants of the northern civilized countries of Furope #re gene=
rally of lower flatore than thefe in the middle raginr.s_ But civilizatidn
and a milder climate prevent them fpom dcgcncm:ing cqu;nlly with the
parthern Afiatics and Americans. ’
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Extreme cold likewife tends to form the
next peculiarities of thefe races, their high
fhoulders, and their thort necks. Severe froft
prompts men to raife their fhoulders as if to
protel the neck, and to cherith the warmth
of the blood that flows to the head. And
the habits of an eternal winter will fix them
in that pofition.—The neck will appear
thortened beyond its due proportion, not on-
ly becaufe it fuffers an equal contraction with
the other parts of the body; but becaufe the
head and breaft being increafed to a difpro=
portioned {ize, will encroach upon its length;
and the natural elevation of the fhoulders
will bury what remains fo deep as to give
the head an appearance of refting upon them
for its fupport. That thefe peculiarities are
the effe¢t of climate®, the examples produ-
ced by French miffionaries in China, of moft
refpectable charaters, leave us no room to
doubt, who aflure us that they have feen,
even in the forty eighth degree of northern

latitude,

* Asclimate is often known peculiarly to affedt certain parts of the
body, philofophy, if it were neceffary, could find no more difficulty in
accoynting for the thort pecks of the Tartars, and other northern tribes,
as a difeafe of the climare, than fhe finds in giving the lame account for the
thick necks (o frequently found in the ra;g-mnr; of the Alps But the obiet-
vationg before made will probably convince the attentive rcader that there
¥s nio mreed to refort to fuch a folution of the ph=nomenon, when it leems
fo ealily to be explained by the kiown operativn of oatwal caudes.
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warmth of the air difpofing the nerves to the
moft free and ealy expanfion, will open the
features and increafe the orb of the eye¥.
Here a large full eye, being the tendency of
nature, will grow to be efleemed a perfetion.
And in the ftrain of Homer, i zdiz B
would convey to a Greck an idea of di-
vine beauty that is hardly intelligible to an
inhabitant of the north of Europe. All the
principles of the human conftitution unfold-
ing themfelves freely in fuch a region, and
nature acting without conftraint will be there
feen moft nearly in that perfe€tion which was
the original defign and idea of the Creatorf,

II. Having endeavoured to afcertain the
power of climate in producing many varieties
in the human fpecies, I proceed to illufirate
the influence of the ftate of {fociety. :
On

* It is perhaps worthy of remark, that, .in the three continents, the
temperate ¢climates, and eternal cold border fo nearly upon one another
that we pafs almoft inftantly from the formerto the latter.  And we find
the Laplander, the Samoicde, the Mongou, and the tribes round Hud,
fon’s har in the nﬂgh'ﬂﬂﬂl‘hﬂﬂh of the Swede, the Ruffian, the Chinefe,
and the Capadian. Without attention to this remirk hafly reafoners will
make the fudden change of features in thele nations ap objection againit
the prccﬁding philofophy.

1- Tt may perhaps gratify my mumrymen to refledt that the United States
nccupy thofe latitudes thae have ever been mofk favourable to the beauty
of the human form. When time fhall have accommodated the confticution
to its ‘mew {tate, and cultivation fhall have meliorated the climate, the
beauties of Greece and Circailia may be renewed in America; as there are
pot & fow alréady who rival thole of any other quarter of the globe,
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‘country, and t'ﬂnd'tu.giﬁ a dark.and bilious
hue to the complexion®. And the fun adting
immediately on the fkin in this ftate will ne-
ceﬂ"anl}z 1mpre£s a dr:f:p colour,

This effet is augmented by the pra&:ce nf
painting, to which favages are often obliged
to have recourfe in order to prote& themfelves
from the impreflions of the humid earth on
which they lie, or of a noxious atnmfphere to
which they are expofed without cnvenng
Painting taken up at firft through neceflity is
afterwards employed as an ornament ; and a
favage 1s {eldom feen without having his fkin
covered with fome compofition that {poils the
finenefs of its texture, and impairs the beauty
and clearnefs of its natural colour, This is
known to be the effedt of the fineft pamts and

wafhes

* The forefts in uncoltivated conntries abfork a gre"L:r part of thele pu-
trid vapours; otherwife they wonld be centagious and mortal.  But as na-
ture never makes her work perfedt, but leaves the mmpimnn of her
fchemes to exercile the md‘ufﬂ:r:, and wifiiom of man, the growing vegeta-
bles do mot abforb the whole efluvia of the decaying, and of the noxious
marihes that overfpread the face of fuch aregion. Nothing but civiliza-
tion and culture can perfecly purily the atmolphere, Uncultivated as
well as warm countries therefore n&turn].!j' tend to a hilioushabit, anda
dark complexion.  Jt may feem az obje@ion againt this oblervation, that
in America we often find bilious diforders augmented in confequence of
cutting down the timber, and extending the plnnmnms. I'he reafon of
which prebably is that the indelence or neceflities of a new country fre-
quently lead men to clear the ground without draining the marfhes; or
{mall-plantations are furrounded by unimproved forefls, Thus, the ve-
getables that abforbed the noxious moifture being removed, it is left to
fall in" greater abundance on man.
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wafhes that are ufed for the fame purpofe in
polithed fociety. Much more will it be the
effe&t of thofe coarfe and filthy unguents
which are employed by favages. And as we
fee that coloured marks imprefled by punc-
tures in the fkin become indelible, it is rea-
fonable to believe that the particles of paints
infinuated into its texture by forcible and
frequent rubbing will tend, in like manner,
to create a dark and permanent colour,

To this may be added that the frequent
fumigations by which they are obliged to
guard againft the annoyance of innumerable
infe&s in undrained and uncultivated coun-
tries; and the fmoke with which their huts
unfkilfully built, and without chimneys, are
cternally filled, contribute to augment the na-
tural darknefs of the favage complexion.
Smoke we perceive difcolours the fkin of
thofe labourers and mechanics who are habi-
tually immerfed in it—it ftains every object
long expofed to its action, by entering the
pores, and adhering {trongly to the furface.—It
infinuates itfelf in a fimilar manner into the
pores of the {kin, and there tends to change
the complexion, on the fame principles that
it is changed by inferted paints.

And
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And laftly, the hard(hips of their condition
that weaken and exhauft the principle of life—
their fcanty and meagre fare which wants the
fucculence and nourifhment which give freth-
nefs and vigour to the conftitution—the un-
certainty of their provifion which fometimes
leaves them to languifh with want, and fome-
times enables them to overftrain themfelves
by a furfeit—and their intire inattention to
perfonal and domeftic cleanlinefs, all have a
prodigious effe to darken the complexion,
to relax and emaciate the conftitution, and to
render the features coarfe and deformed. Of
the influence of thefe caufes we have an ex-
ample in perfons reduced to extreme poverty,
who are ufually as much diftinguifhed by their
thin habit, their uncouth features, and their
fwarthy and fqualid afpe& as by the mean-
nefs of their garb. Nakednefs, expofure, ne-
gligence of appearance, want of cleanlinefs,
bad lodging, and meagre diet, fo difcolour and
injure their form as to enable us to frame
fome judgment of the degree in which fuch
caufes will contribute to augmentthe influence
of climate in favage life. Independently on
climate, thefe caules will render it impofible
that a favage fhould ever be fair., And the
co-operation of both, will ufually render men

in
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~~As u favage ftate contributes to augment
the influence of climate; or, at leaft, to ex-
hibit its worft effe@s upon the human confti—
tution ; a ftate of civilization, on the other
hand, tends to correct it, by furnifhing innu-
merable means of guarding againft its power.
The conveniencies of clothing and of lodg-
ing—the plenty, and healthful quality of
food—a country drained, cultivated, and freed
from noxious effluvia—improved ideas of
beauty—the conftant ftudy of clegance, and
the infinite arts for attaining it, even in per=
fonal figure and appearance, give cultivated
an immenfe advantage over favage fociety in
its attempts to counteract the influence of cli=
mate, and to beautify the human form.

2. I come now to obferve, what is of much

more importance on this part of the fubjec,
H shat

wreupations— Their litbs, cherefore, though ftraight, are lefs beautifully
rurned.—A :lm:epﬁnn often palles on the [-nfes in judging of the beauty of
favages—and defeription is often more exaggerated than the fenfes are de-
ceived: - We do not expect beauty in favage life, When, therefore, we
Happen to perceive it, the cdntraft with the ufval condition of that ftate
impofes on the mind, And the exalted reprefentdtions of favage beauty,
which we fometimes read, are true only by comparifon with favages.—
There is a difference, in this refpedt between man, and many of the infe-
rior animals which were intended to run wild in the foreft. They are al-
ways the moft beautiful when they enjoy their mative liberty and range,
They decayand droop when attempeed to be domeflticated or confined.
But man, being defigned for fociety and civilization, attains, in that {tate,
thé greatift perfedtion of his form, as well as of his whaole nature,
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‘nance and figure. Every paffion, and mode of

thinking has its peculiar expreflion—And all
the preceding charaters have again many va-
riations according to their degrees of ftrength,
-according to their combinations with other
principles, and according to the peculiarities
of conflitution or of climate that form the
ground on which the different impreflions are
received. As the degrees of civilization, as
the ideas, pafions, and obje@s of fociety in
different countries, and under different forms
of government are infinitely various, they
open a boundlefs field for variety in the hu~
man countenance. Itis impoffible to enume-
rate them.—They are not the fame in any
two ages of the world.—-It would be unnecef-
fary to enumerate them, as my object is not
to become a phyfiognomift, but to evince the
poffibility of fo many differences exifting in
one fpecies ; and to fuggeft a proper mode of
reafoning on new varieties as they may occur
to our obfervation, -

For this purpofe, I fhall, in the firft place,
endeavour, by feveral facs and illuftrations
to evince, that the ftate of fociety has a great
effe@ in varying the hgure and complexion

of mankmd
I fhall
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‘tures, and more coarfe and ill-formed in their
limbs, than perfons of better fortune, and
more liberal means of {ubfiftence. They want
the delicate tints of colour, the pleafling regu~
larity of feature, and the elegance and fine
proportions of perlon. There may be parti-
cular exceptions. Luxury may disfigure the
one—a fortunate coincidence of circumftances
may give a happy aflemblage of features to
the other. But thefe exceptions do not inva-
lidate the general obfervation®. Such diftinc-
tions become more confiderable by time, after
families have held for ages the fame flations
in fociety. They are moft confpicuous in
.thofe countries in which the laws have made
the moft complete and permanent divifion of
ranks. What an immenfe difference exifts,
in Scotland, between the chiefs and the com-
monalty of the highland clans ? If they had
been feparately found in different countries,
_the philofophy of fome writers would have
ranged them in different {pecies. A {fimilar
diftin&tion takes place between the nobility

and

* It ought to be kept in mind through the whole of the following il-
Juftrations that, when mention is made of the fuperior beauty and pro-
; purtmns of perfons in the higher clafles of fociety, the remark is general.
It is not intended to deny that there exift exceptions both of deformicy
among the great, and of beauty among the peor. And thole only are
~intended to be deferibed who ¢njoy their fortune with temperance; bg-
caule luxury and excels tend equally with extreme poverty, to debilitate
wid disfigure the human conftitution.
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and peafantry of Irance, of Spain, of Italy, of
Germany. 1t is even more confpicuous in
many of the eaftern nations, where a wider
diftance exifts between the higheft and the
loweft claffes in fociety, The naires or nobles
of Calicut, in the Eaft-Indies, have, with the
ufual ignorance and precipitancy of travellers,
been pronounced a different race from the po-
-pulace ; becaufe the former elevated by their
rank, and devoted only to martial ftudies and
atchievments, are diftinguifhed by that manly
beauty and elevated ftature fo frequently
found with the profeflion of arms, efpecially
when united with nobility of defcent ; the
latter, poor and laborious, and expofed to
hardfhips, and left, by their rank, without
the {pirit or the hope to better their conditi-
on, are much more deformed and diminutive
in their perfons; and in their complexion,
guch more black. 1In France, fays Buffon,
you may diftinguifh by their afpect not only
the nobility from the peafantry, but the fu-
perior orders of nobility from the inferior,
thefe from citizens, and citizens from pea-
fants, You may even diftinguifh the peafants
of one part of the country from thofe of an-
other according to the fertility of the foil, or
the nature of its produ&. 'The fame obfer-

vation
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fame flate of fociety; united with the fame.
climate; would make the Anglo-American and:
the Indian countenance very nearly approxi=
mate. He was- too far advanced in favage:
habits to render the obfervation complete, be-
caufe, all impreflions received in. the tender,
and pliant ftate of the human conflitution be=
fore the age of feven years,-are more deep
and permaneat, than.in any future, and equal,
period of life. There is an obvious difference
between him and his fellow=ftudents. in. the
largenefs of the mouth, and thicknefs of the
lips; in the elevation of the cheek, in the
darknéfs of the complexion, and the contour
of the face.  But thefe differences are fenfi-
bly diminithing:  ‘They feem, the fafter, to
diminifh in propertion as he lofes that vacan~
cy of eye, and that lugubrious wildnels of
countenance peculiar to the favage flate, and
acquires the agreeable exprefhon of civil life,
The expreflion of the eye, and the foftening
of the features to eivilized emotions and ideas,
feems to have removed more than half the
difference between him and us. His colour,
though it is much lighter than the complex-
ton of the native favage, as is evident from
the ftain of bluthing, that, on a near infpec-
tion, 1s inftantly difcernible, ftill forms the

P::incipa,i
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principal diftin€tion®. There is lefs difference
between his features and thofe of his fellow-
ftudents, than we often fee between perfons
in civilized fociety.  After a careful attention
to each particular feature, and comparifon of it
with the correfpondent feature in us, Iam now
able to difcover but little difference. And yet
there is an obvious difference in the whole
countenance. ' This circumftance has led me
to conclude that the varieties among mankind
are much lefs than they appear to be. Each
fingle trait or limb, when examined apart,
has, ‘perhaps,’ no diverfity that may not be
eafily accounted. for from known and obvious
caufes. Particular differences are fmall.. It is
the refult of the whole that furprizes us, by
its magnitude. - The combined effek of many
minute varieties, like the produé arifing from
the multiplication of many {mall numbers,
appears great and unaccountable. And we
have not patience, or {kill it may be, to divide
this combined refult into its leaft Portiuns,
and to fee, in that ftate, how eafy it is of com=
prehenfion or folution,

The ftate Ic:f {ociety comprehends diet, cloth-
ing, lodging, manners, habits, face of the
country,

* See the preceding note for a reafon why the complexion is lefs chang-
¢d than many of the features.
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country, objecs of fcience, religion, interefts,
paflions and ideas of all kinds, infinite in
number and variety. If each of thefe caufes
be admitted to make, as undoubtedly they do,
a {mall variation on the human countenance,
the different combinations and refults of the
whole ‘muft neceflarily be very great; and
combined with the effe&s of climate will be
adequate to account for all the varieties we
find among mankind®.

Another origin of the varieties {pringing
from the ftate of fociety is found in the pow-
er which men poflefs over them{elves of pro-
ducing .great changes in the human form,
according to any common ftandard of beauty
which they may have adopted. The ftand-
ard of human beauty, in any country, is a
general idea formed from the combined effect
of climate and of the flate of fociety. And
= : it

* As all thefe principles may be made to operate in very different ways,
the cife@ of one may, often, be countera&ted, in 2 degree, by that of an-
other. And climate will effentidlly change the effects of all. ‘The people
in different parts of the fame country may, from various combinations of
thefe canfes, bevery different.  And, from the variety of combination,
the poor of one country may have better complexion, features and pro-
portions of perfon, than thofe in another, who enjoy the moft favourable
_ advamtages of fortune. Without attention to thele circumf{tances, a hafty
obferver will be apt to pronounce the remarks in the effay to be ill-found-
ed, if he examines the human form in any country by the effe@ thatis faid
to arife from one principle alone, and do not, at the fame time, take in
the concomitaat or correéting influence of other caufes,
















































i the Human Species. 70

ey¢, produces a change in the whole counte-
‘nance; becaufe'it prefents to us, not fingly
the difference that has happened in that
feature, but all the differences that arife from
its combinations with every feature in the
face. In like manner, a change in the com-
plexion prefents not its own difference only,
‘but a much greater effe& by a fimilar combi-
nation with the whole countenance.  If both
the eyes and the complexion be ¢hanged in
the fame perfon, each change affeGting the
whole features, the combination of the two
refults will produce a third incomparably
greater than either. If, in the fame way, we
‘proceed to the lips, the nofe, the cheeks, and
‘to every fingle feature in the vifage, each
produces a multiplied effe&, by comparifon
with the whole, and the refult of all, like the
_};llfﬂdllﬁ of a geometrical feries, is fo much
beyond our firft expettation, that it con-
founds common obfervers, and will fome-
times embarrafs the moft difcerning philofo-
phers, till they learn, in this manner, to di-
“vide and combine effects.

To treat this fubje& fully, it would be ne-
neflary, in the firft place, to afcertain the ge-
“meral countenance of favage fociety—and
| then,
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nents that the fun has long deferted®. Yet,
under all the advantages of climate which
Afia enjoys, we find in Borneo and New-
Guinea, and perhaps in fome others of thofe
vaft infular countries, which, by their pofiti-
on and extent, are fubje&t to greater heats
than the continent, or by the favage conditi-
on of the mhabitants, fuffer the influence of
thofe heats, in a higher degree, a race of men
relembling the African negroes. Their hair,
their complexion and their features, are near-
ly the fame. At the diftance of more than
three thoufand miles acrofs the Indian ocean,
it is impoffible that they fhould have fprung
from the favages of Africa, who have not the
means of making fuch extenfive voyagest.
Similarity of climate, and of manners, have
created this firiking refemblance, between
people fo remote from one another.

The next apparent exception, we difcover
in Africa itfelf, Africa, like Europe and Afia,
is full of varieties, arifing from the fame
caufes, vicinity to the fun, elevation of the
land, the heat of winds, and the manners of

the

* The monfoons are found to blow over the whole Afiatic zone.

4+ The Evuropeans were highly civilized before they difcovered the con-
tinent of America, which iz not fo remote from their thores as Borneo or
New-Holland is from the coaft of Africa.
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the people. But the two principal diftinéti-

ons of colour, under which the reft may be
ranged, that prevail from the northern tropic,
or a little higher to the cape of Good-Hope,
are the Caffre and the negroe. The Caffre
complexion prevails along the eaftern coaft,
and in the country of the Hottentots, The
negroe, on the weftern coaft between the tro-
pics. The negroe is the blackeft colour of
the human fkin, the Caffre is much lighter
and feems to be the intermediate grade be-
tween the negroe and the native of India.
The caufe of this difference will be obvious
to thofe who are acquainted with that conti-
nent. The winds under the equator, follow-
ing the courfe of the fun, reach the ealtern
coaft of Africa, cooled by blowing over im-
menfe oceans, and render the countries of
Aian, Zanguebar and Monomotapa, compa-
ratively temperate. But after they have tra~
verfed that extenfive continent, and in a paf-
lage of three thoufand miles have colle&ted
all the fires of the burning defert to pour
them on the countries of Guinea, of Sierra-
Leona, and of Senegal®, they glow with an

ardor

* Thefe countries receive the wind after blowing over the wideft and
haottelt part of Africa, and confequently fuffer under a more intenfe heat
than the countries of Congo, Angola, or Loango to the fouth of the equa-
tor. Accordingly, we find the people of a deeper black in the northern
than in the fouthern fe&ion of the torrid zone.
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in the extreme. And they endeavour, by
every mean to preferve the features and the
complexion of the equator, from whence, it
is probable, they derived, with their ancef-
tors, .their ideas of beauty. It is more eafy
to preferve acquired features or complexion,
than to regain them after they have been loft.
The Hottentots preferve with fome fuccefs,
thofe that they had acquired under the equa-
tor. They flatten, by violence, the nofe of
every child foon after it is born; they endea-
vour to deepen the colour of the fkin by rub-
bing it with the moft filthy unguents, and by
expofing it to the influence of a fcorching
fun; and their hair they burn up by the vileft
compofitions. Yet, againft all their efforts,
the climate, though itis but a few degrees
declined from the torrid zone, vilibly prevails.
Their hair 1s thicker and longer than that of
the negroes; and their complexion near the
Cape 1s the lighteft ftain of the Caffre colour.
Allowing for the effe@s of their favage con-
dition, and of their brutal manners, they are
marked nearly with the fame hue that diftin-
guifhes the correfpondent northern latitudes™,
As

* With regard to other peculiarities that have been related of this peo-
ple, and that reduce them in their figure the neareft to the brute creation

of any of the human {pecies, great part of them are falle, others exaggeris,
+ ed, and thofe that are true are the natural offspring of their brutal manners.
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As you afcend along the eaftern coaft from
Cafraria to Aian, the complexion becomes
gradually deeper, till {fuddenly you find, in
Abyflinia, a race of men refembling the fou-
thern Arabians. Their hair is long and
ftraight, their features tolerably regular, and
their complexion a very dark olive approach-
ing to the black. This fingularity is eafily
explained on the principles already eftablith-
ed: and it is an additional confirmation of
thefe principles that they are found to reach
all the effects to which they are applied. The
Abyflinians are a civilized people, and bear
evident marks of Afiatic origin. They are
fituated in the mildeft region of tropical Africa,
and are fanned by the temperate winds that
blow from the Indian ocean. Abyflinia is
likewife a high and mountainous country,
and 1s wafhed during half the year by deluges
of rain which impart unufual coolnefs to the
air. It is, perhaps, one of the moft elevated
regions on earth, as, fromits mountains{pring
two of the largeft and the longeft rivers in the
world, the Niger and the Nile*, This alti-

tude

* The prodigious and inceilant deluges of rain that fall in Abyffinia
during fix months in the year, are the caufe of the overflowing of the Nile.
They render the atmelphere temperate, and are a proof of the elevation
ef the country, no lefs than the length of the rivers that originate in its

E mountainsg,
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tude of the lands, raifes it to a region of the
atmofphere that is equivalent to many degrees
of northern latitude®, Thus, the civilization
of the people, the elevation of the country,
the temperature of the winds, and inceflant
clouds and rain during that feafon of the year
in which the fun is vertical, all contribute to
create that form and colour of the human
perfon in Abyflinia, which is confidered as a
prodigy in the torrid zone of Africa.

Having confidered the principal obje&tions
to the preceding theory exifting in India and
Africa, it may be expected that I fhould not
omit to mention the white Negroes of Africa,
and the white Indians of Darien, and of fome
of the oriental iflands, which are {o often
quoted upon this fubje&t. Ignorant or inte=
refted writers have endeavoured to magnify
this phznomenon into an argument for the
original diftinction of {pecies, But thofe who

have

mountains, The greateft quantity of rains ufually fall on mountains and
the higheft lands; and their elevation may, in a great meafure, be deter-
mined by the length of the rivers that iffue from them.

* Some writers inform us that the barometer rifes in Abyfinia, on an
average, no higher than 20 inches. Ifthis be true, that kingdom muft
be fituated more than two miles above the level of the fea. But if we
fhould fuppofe thisaceount to be exaggerated, ftill we muft judge its altj-
tude to be very great, confidering that it is almeft intrely a region of
mountains, which are the fources of thofe vaflt rives.
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Thus have I concluded the examinationy
which I propofed, into the caufes of the prin-
ciple varieties of perfon that appear in the
different nations of the earth. And I am
happy to obferve, on this fubjed, that the
moft accurate inveftigations into the power
of nature ever ferve to confirm the faéts
vouched by the authority of revelation. A
juft philofophy will always be found to be
coincident with true theology. The writers
who, through ignorance of nature, or through
prejudice againft religion, attempt to deny the
unity ef the human fpecies do not advert to
the confufion which fuch principles tend to
introduce. The {cience of morals would be
abfurd; the law of nature and nations would
be annihilated; no general principles of hu-
man condué, of religion, or of policy could
be framed; for, human nature, originally,
infinitely various, and, by the changes of the
world, infinitely mixed, could not be compre=
hended in any {yftem. The rules which
would refult from the ftudy of our own na-
ture, would not apply to the natives of other
countries who would be of different fpecies ;
perhaps, not to two families in our own
country, who might be {prung from a diffi-
milar compofition of fpecies. Such princip]c;

ten
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as Monomotapa, But if it were equally hot, there
are other caufes that produce a wide difference be-
tween the figure and complexion of thofe nations®.
The Abyflinians ave civilized, the Monomotapans are
favage. The Abyflinians derive their origin from
Arabia ; and civilization enables them to preferve
their original features. The Monomotapans are evi-
dently defcended from the negroes of the equator,

and their favage habits have continued the figure of :

their anceftors with little variation.
i

His lordihip proceeds, *¢ there are many imftances
“¢ of races of people preferving their original colour
¢ in climates very different from their own.” This
is nearly true of civilized nations, the reafons of which
have been already afligned. It is not, however, Dy
any means true, in the extent in which he afferts i},
He adds, f and there is not a fingle inftance to the
¢ contrary.” To his lordfhip, the Portuguecfe of
Congo might have been that inftance.

Another argument for the original diverfity of na-
tions, on which fome reliance is placed in this preli-
minary difcourfe, is taken from the variety of difpo-
fition, {pirit and genius exifting in different countries,

On this part of the fubjet fome of his remarks are
fo ridiculoufly weak, that it is difficult to treat them
with a ferious face. Some of the oriental iflands he
mentions whofe inhabitants are hoflile, and others whofe

inhabitants

* Sec page 102 of the Effay,
« 4 This has been fufficiently fhewn in the preceding eflay,






- & B
r ¥ 4 e & Y
\
1 = 1 3
i | ’ } .




( =47)

*¢ effentially from the reft of mankind, becaufe when
¢ others would kill their enemies, they kill themfelves
¢ through fpite.” If I miftake not, a native of this
felf-murdering country might find many of the {ame
tribe under London bridge.

The Japanefe furnifh his lordfhip with another ex-
ample equally good. * They never fupplicate the
¢ gods, like other men, in diftrefs.” That difference
is certainly very firiking, between them and a certain
clafs of men who never fupplicate their Maker at any
other time, And yet I have known many Japanefe,
in my time, who have even curfed their Maker, in
diftrefs, as the author of their misfortunes.

His lordfhip acknowledges indeed that thefe argu-
ments are not altogether conclufive ;5 and therefore he
proceeds to produce others that he efieems more per-
feét in their kind. Thefe I fhall quote at full length
that I may diminith nothing of their force; and en-
deavour to anfwer in as few words as poffible.

‘“ But not to reft upon prefumptive evidence, fays
“ he, few animals are more affefted than men gene-
¢ rally are, not only with change of feafons in the
* fame climate, but with change of weather in the
““ fame {eafon. Can fuch a being.be fitted for all cli~
““ mates equally ? Impoflible-=-horfes and horned cat-
““ tle fleep on the bare ground wet or dry without
“ harm, and yet were not made for every climate :
¢ can a man then be made for every climate, who is

¥ fo much more delicate, that he cannot {leep on wet
¢ ground
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¢ ground withou t the hazard of fome mortal difeafe ?”
--=This is the argument. But it is refuted by the
whole experience of the world. The human conftitu-
tion is the moft delicate of all animal fyftems : but it
is alfo the moft pliant, and capable of accommodating
itlelf to the greateft variety of fituations. Thelower
animals have no defence againft the evils of a new cli-
mate but the force of nature. The arts of human
ingenuity furnith a defence to man againft the dan-
gers that furround bim in every region. According-
ly we fee the fame nation pafs into all the climates of
the earth---refide whole winters at the pole--=-
plant colonics beneath the equator-=-purfue their com-
merce and eftablifh their fadtories, in Africa, Afia,
and America. They can equally live under a burn-
ing, and a frozen fky, and inhabit regions where thofe
hardy animals could not exift.---It is true, fuch great
changes ought not to be hazarded fuddenly and with-
out precaution. The greateft evils that have arifen
from change of climate have been occafioned by the
prefumption of health that refufes to ufe the neceffary
precautions, or the negle@ of ignorance that knows
not what precautions to ufe*. But when changes are
gradually, and prudently effelted, habit foon accom-
modates the conftitution to a new fitnation, and hu-
man ingenuity difcovers the means of guarding againft
the dangers of every feafon, and of every climate.

But

* Captain Cook has merited great praife for the fervice he has rendered
to mankind, by improving the art of preferving health in long voyages,
through the molt diftant climates.
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every climate, inevery region, in every family. But dif=
ferent climates muft neceflarily produce varieties not a-
among individuals but among kinds. For the fame cli-
mate or the fame ftateof fociety, operating uniformly as
far as it extends, muft produce a certain aniformity in
the kind, and operating differently from every other clie
mate, or every other ftate of fociety, muft render that
kind different fromall others.---*¢ Uniformity, {ayshe,
% is the offspring of nature never of chance.” Could
his lordfhip mean to infinuate by this remark that the
operations of climate arc the effeét of chance, or that
all its varieties are not governed by uniform and cer-
tain laws ? Philofophy is athamed of fuch reafoning
in one of her champions !

He adds, * there is another argument that ap-
¢ pears alfo to have weight, horfes with refpedt to
¢ fize, thape and fpirit differ widely in different cli-
¢ mates. But let a male and female of whatever cli-
¢ mate, be carried to a country where horfes are in
¢ perfeltion, their progeny will improve gradually,
¢ and will acquire, in time, the perfetion of their
 kind. = Is not this a proof that all horfes are of
* one kind 7

His lordfhip hardly needs an opponent, he reafons
fo ftrongly againft himfelf. The fpecies of men, no
lefs than that of horfes, changes its appearance by
every removal to a new climate, and by every altera-
tion of the ftate of fociety. The prefent nations of
Europe are an example in the way of improvement ;
the Europeans which he acknowledges have degene-

: rated
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rated by removing to Africa, Afia, and South-Ameri-
ca, are an example in the contrary progreflion. Carry
the natives of Africa or America to Europe, and
mix the breed, as you do that of horfes, and they will
acquire in time, the high perfetion of the human
form which is feen in that polithed country. Men
will acquire it in the fame number of defcents as thefe
animals. No, fays his lordthip, *“ a mullatto will be
“ the refult of the union of a white with a black*.”

That is true in the firlt defcent, but not in the
fourth or fifthy in which, by a proper mixture of
races, and by the habits of civilized life, the black
tinge may be intirely effaced.

There is, at prefent, in the college of New-Jerfey,

a ftriking example of a fimilar nature, in two young
gentlemen of one of the firft families in the fiate of
Virginia, who are defcended, in the female line, from
the Indian emperor Powhatan. They are in the
fourth defcent from the princefs Pocahuntis, a high-
fpirited and generous woman. And thoughall their
anceftors in Virginia have retained fome charaéters,
more or lefs obvious, of their maternal race, yet, in
thefe young gentlemen, they feem to be intirely effa-
ced. The hair and complexion, of oneof themin par-
ticular, is very fair, and the countenance and figure
of the face is perfectly Anglo-American. He retains
only the dark and vivid eye that has diftinguifhed
the

* The fame thing, his Idrdfhip might have remarked, takes place in
horfes asin the human race. The properties of two different breeds, will
in the firflt defcent, be equally blended in the offspring.
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¢ fhould be divided into different kinds, fitted for dif«
®¢ ferent climates. Without an immediate change of
¢ bodily conftitution, the builders of Babel could not
“* pofiibly have fubfifted, in the burning region of
¢¢ Guinea, or in the frozen region of Lapland, If
¢t the common language of men had not been con-
¢¢ founded upon their attempting the rower of Dabel,
¢ ] affirm that there never could have been but one
* language. Antiquaries conftantly fuppole a migra-
¢ ting {pirit in the original inhabitants of the earth,
*¢ not only without evidence, but contrary to all pro-
¢ bability. Men never defert their connexions nor

¢ their counwry without neceffity. Fear of enemies,

¢ and of wild beafts as well as the attraétion of fociety,
¥ are more than fufficient to reftrain them from wan-
¢ dering ; not to 1aention that _favagts are peculiarly
¢ fond of their natal foil.”

When ignorance pretends to fneer at revelation,
and at opinions held facred by mankind, it is too con=
temptible to provoke refentment, or to merit a retali=
ation in kind.--=When a philofopher defcends to the
dithoneft tafk, the moft proper treatment is to hold
out to the world his weaknefs and miftake. Mankind
will heap upon him the contempt he deferves for in-
termeddling with a fubjet he does mot underftand.
Abfurdity and error are at no time fo defpicable as
when, in a ridiculous confidence of fhrewdnefs and
fagacity, they afflume airs of fuperiority and fneer. It
would be tedious to remark all the weaknefles of the
paragraph I have juft quoted. One I will point out,
and then I fhall fhew, that the whole foundation of

: this




{ 23 3

this reafoning is falfe, and indicates an utter ignorance
of human nature in that ftate of fociety of which he
fpeaks.

“ Without an immediate change of bodily confti-
“ tution, fays he, the builders of Babel could not pof=
¢ fibly have fubfifted in the burning region of Gui-
¢ pea, or the frozen region of Lapland.” Yet ex-
perience teaches us that mankind can exift in every
climate. The Europeans, to mention no others, have
armies, or colenies, in all the regions of the globe.
And if his lordfhip believes that the intenfity of a
frozen, or a torrid climate was fufficient to have de-
firoyed the builders of Babel, he fhould have no ob-
jection furely, after fucha declaration, to acknowledge
that they might have altered the figure, or changed the
complexion. Yet his whole objelt is to combat this
principle. He allows the greater, he denies the lefs
effeét. But errors or contradi¢tions of this kind,
lord Kaims, in his zeal againft an obnoxious doétrine,
eafily overlooks.

I propofed in the next place to fhew, that the
whole foundation on which the reafoning in this pa-
ragraph refts is falfe, and only proves his ignorance
of human nature in that ftate of fociety of which he
fpeaks.---It refls on two principles, 1ft, That the chil-
dren of Adam orNoah could never have becomefavage
if thefe fathers of the race were the wife men which
Mofes reprefents them to be---and 2dly, That there
never could have exifted a diverfity of languages. On
the other hand, I doubt not of being able to prove

that
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