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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS
O N

VENEREAL COMPLAINTS.

Ad re&¢ medendam omnino opus eft, ue remedia, nonfelum generi, fcd (pe-
cici cuiyue, et f@pi ctiam werietatibas quibuldam, apprime fint accomme=

dasa,
Culjen, Symep. Nof, Meshed.

C & B. s

Obfervations on the Venereal Infedtion, and the different ap=
pearances of Syphilitic Complaints in general, '

E fay that a perfon is poxed, injured, or affeGed with
W the venereal difeale, pox or bad diftemper*, when the
venereal poifon has been received into the [yftem, and
there produces its peculiar effe@ts. Thefe effedis or [ymproms are
ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and skin, cutaneous eruptions, tet=-
ters, pains and {welling of the bones, &c. But as long as the
effeés of the poifon are confined to the genitals, the diforderis not
called a fyphilis, lues venerea, or pox ; but diflinguifhed by fome
particular name, according to itsdifferent appearances ; fuch as
gonorrheea, fhancre, buboysic.

Concerning the nature of the venereal poifon, we know no
more than we do abourt that of the {fmall pox, or any other con-
tagion ; we know only that it produces fuch and fuch effeéis,
which yield to a particular mode of treatment. Like other con-
tagions, it requires fome time after being applied to the human
body, before it produces that fermentation (if I may be allowed
the expreflion) which brings on the diforder. Itis not knowa
whether the peifon has different degrees of acrimony and volati-
lity, or whether it is always thefame in its nature, vlrj'ing only
with regard to the parricular part to which it isapplied, or ac=

A : cording

* In latin this difeafe is called, Iuer venerea, mirbus gallicus;, or Sypuilis.
Whiether the name Syphilis is derived fiom fus, percusy, and philia, amor, as i€
you would iy, amer percinus 3 or whedher 1rowes its originte fome other de
rivation, is uncertain. In Frenchit is called La waladio venerieniu, La vapele,
o1 Grands verdeg in Gormang LwBfcucta Franzefen.
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Ig maladie® venevienne, and in his Examen hifioriqué furTap
rition de la maladievenerienne en Europe ; bft cu:iﬂr';ed'tri:
though contrary to theopinion of Dr. Aftruc, by the 4th law
given in the manufcript Rarutes, De difciplina Lupanaris publi=
ci Avmion:z/is (Avignon), made in the year 1347, by Queen
Joannal. After other regulations, the Jaw pmcteZ: thus ;==
“¢ Jubet Regina Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una cum chirurge, a
¢ confulibus propofito, mulieras meritorias fingulas Inftrari ;
“ quotcunque in rupnnari proftant. Etfi qua fcorrationi " zgri=
“ tudenem ullam contraxerit, a czteris feponi ut feorfim habiret,
“ ne fui copiam facere poflit ; ut morbi przcaveantur quia juve-
“ nibus poffent concipi.” Which may be thus tranflated : *“ The
¢ Queen furcher orders, that every one of the women kept in thie
““ bawdy-houfe thould be vifited every Saturday by the mother
“ abbefls, rogether with a furgeon appointed by the magiftrates
““ for this purpofe ; and if there be any who have contraéed
“ fome dileafle by [eortation, the fame fhould be {eparated from
“ the reft, and be fhut up is a private room, fo that fhe may
““ not lie with any man, in order to avoid by thefe means ‘the
““ diferders which might be communicated by her to young men.”
Sec Afiruc De morb. veaer. p. 34. but all this will be made ve-
ry foon ftill more probable from the light thrown on the fubjeét
by the learned and ingenious Dr. Heafler, from old authentic
manuflcripts difcavered by him., .

It is a queftion, whether the venereal poifon can be abforbed
into the fyflem, without a previous affe&ion of the genitals or
fome other parts of the furface of the body ; and indeed this is
with me fill a macter of doubr. Though I have for fifteen years
examined all the cales which fell under my infpeéion, with a
view todetermine this queflion, I have not met with one well-
authenticated faét which could derermine me to take the afirma-
rive. I have never fesna fingle perfon affeGed with this* difeale
for the firft time, without foma previous appearance, ecither of a
running, ora venerzal ulcer, in fome part or other of the body,
efpecially of the genirals 3 though indeed T have mer with feve=
ral inftances where the parient had imagined himfelf radically cu-

red of fuch complaints long before. In fome cafes, I have, ona
" clofe examination, difcovered very fmall venereal ulcers, where
the patient him{elf knew norhing of them ; in others, where the
patients have afferted, that they were infe@ed without any pre-
vious difeale of the furface, they have,on a ftri& enquhz, con=
feffed that they had either had fhancres, or ulcers of a doubrful

nature, on the thigh, fcrotum, &c. or even the pex itfelf, one,
two,.or more vears before, though they had losg imagiaed them=
folves perfe@tly and radically cured. 1 have indeed been told by
fome eminent phyficians, that bubees fometimes arife withoue

any




VENEREAL INFECTION. ¢

amyprevious running or ulceration ; but as no fuch cafe aver
fell under my infpegtion, [ muft Rill remain in uncertainty.

It has been aflerted, even by {ome late writers, that this. dif=-
eafemay be caught by lying in the fame bed with or after anina
fected perfon. Butthis, from the moit accuraie obfervations and
experiments [ have made upon the fubjeé, | have never been a-
ble to confirm. Nor do we ever fee nurfes infe@ed in the Lock:
Hofpital, where they live night and day with patients in allfta=
ges of the diftemper. The faét feems 1o be, thar parients areape
toimpofe upon themfelves, or upon phyficians and furgeons, with
regard to this matter ; and the above opinion eafily gains ground
among the vulgar, efpecially in countries where fuperiiition is
more prevalenr, or where they are more influenced by their. fere
vile firuation inlife, or other circumftances. Hence we fome-
times hear the moft ridiculous aceounts given iz thole countries,
by friarsand common foldiers of the manter in which they were
infe&ted with this difeafe.

Another queftion, which I am equally unable to decide, is, whe=
ther the venereal poifon ever infects any fluid of our body befides
‘the mucus and lymphatic fyftem. Hencel am in doubr, whe-
ther the venereal poifon in an infefied woman ever effects the
‘milk, and confequently wherher the infeétion can thus be convey-
ed to the infantby the milk alone, without any venereal ulcers
on or aboutthenipples. It is equally a matter of uncertainty to
‘me, -whether-the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an in-
fe&ed father or mother, by coition, to the feetus, provided their
genitals are found ; or; whether a child is ever infeéted in the
urarus of a deceafed mother. Such infeéted infants as came under
my obfervation, and that of my friends, whofe practice affords
‘them frequent opportunities of {ecing new-born infants, feemed
rather ro militate againit the opinion, Neither I myfelf, gor any
of them, have been ablero obferve ulcers of a venereal kind up-
en new-born children ; and fuch as make their appearance four,
ix, eight, or more days afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips,
mouth, %c. or the difcharge like a gonorrhaea, which fometimes
takes place, mayprobably be fuppofed to arife by infe&tion, du-
ring the paffa}ge, from ulcers in the vigina of the mother, the
skin of the infant beivg then nearly as tender as thofe parts which
“are not covered with the cuticle in adulis; and this is perhaps the
only time when an ablorption of the venerzal poifon might take
“place without a previous excoriation or ulcer cf the skin.

All the ways, therefore, by which the venereal poifon may
be communicated from an unheaithy to an healthy perfon, may
be reduced to the following heads.

1. Themoft frequent method is, by the coition of an healthy
perfon with another who is infected, eitherwith avenereal go-
rorthosa, or venereal ulcers of the genitals. &

2, f
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fons ; and I am rerfuideﬂ it isowing principally to-this, that the
difeafe is not only lefs frequent, butin all its different fymproms
lefs violent, in this capital, thau in any other in Europe. Peo-
of the lower clals have not only fo many hofpirtals or difpen-
aries, where they get advice and medicices from unprejudiced
and skilful perf{ons, for nothing ; butthefe of the femﬂe {ex,
who would be perhaps derained by fhame from applying to fuch
a place, eafily find a yentl2man whe gives them money 1o {fupport
them during their miferable fituation, and ﬂcaﬁly- a medical man
who cures them without expecting any remuneration what{oever.
I know this no wh:re thecale abroad ; befides, the generality
of phyfizians and furgeons, not having the advantage of fuch a li-
beral education, have more confined notions, and often bur a ve-
ry (uperficial knowledge of this difeafe. Our phyficians and fur-
geons do not think themlelves authorifed to reproach their ve-
mereal patients with their mifery ina rude aod inhuman manner,
or to ler thefle poor creatures {uffer as inflruments of his venge-
ance, or, iaorder to pleaft God Almighty, think themfelves ap-
pointed by Heaven to punifh rather than relievethem, asI have
® thoulznd times heard even in great capirals in different parts of
the continent. Our magiftrates and policz do not force thefe
wretches into a prifon, or into an hofpital, not very different
from a prifon, but put in their way all poffible means to procure
relief for themf:lves. In other countries, where government
purfues a diffzrent plan, where patients have no place of refort,
swhere they are expofled to die of hunger during the cure, or
awhere they are even intimidated from applying in time, inthofle
countries I have frequently feen the diforder in its moft horrid
ftages, and fuchas arc almoft unknown in this country. In fhort,
Jer 2 perfon make the tour of Europe, and only take notice of the
wenereal patients, as well thole who are cnngned in hofpirals, as
thofe who live or die unnoticzd, under the moft horrid {ymptoms
of thisdifeale, in theirprivate abodes; and he will be able to
form as folid a judgmeat of the comparative progrels of enlight-
ened priaciples of governments in different countries, from thefe
obfervations, as from any other enquiry whatfeever. He will
be aftonithed to find at this day fuch a difference berween the fe~
veral governmentswith regard to barbarity and humanity, as I
found with refpect tofcience, notmany years ago, between two
modern univerfities 3 [ mean Geaettingen and Louvain. In the
former, every inRitution is calculated to inculcate upon the minds
of young men every kind of uleful knowledge, and the moft li-
beral principles of philanthropy ; whercas, in the latter, every

thing feems to confpire to keep rhe youth in fuperitition and ig-
norance, and to engrave in their hearts ail the principlesof into~
lorance, and hatred of truelearning of every kimd, for which we

now {o juftly blame our forefathers. | i

Ve
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I have at leaft hitherto found the frequency and the violence.of
venereal complaints in different countries, to be exatily in propor-
tion to the degree in which learning is encouraged by govern—
ment, and liberal principles difeminated among the people. From
thefe obfervations, I am convinced, that if a judicious plan, with
proper regulations and precautions, was adolpted by any govern-
ment, in whateverclimate, all the violent {ymptoms of the ve-
nereal difeale would not only be rendered uncommon, but the dif-
eafe itfelf might be, if not entirely eradicated, at leaft greatly
diminifhed in its frequency ; butfuch a plan, though e:ﬁF;r con~
ceived and executed; feems not yet adapted ro the rafle of the
prefent age, but perhaps rather calculated for our humane and
more enlightened pofteriry.

ke G 16 e
On CLAPs (BLENNORRHAGIAL)

THE' Clap ( Bfennorrﬁagfa} or as itis commonly called the
virtlent gonorrhcea*, is alocal inflammation, attended witl
the difcharge of a puriform marter from the urethra in men, and
from the vagina in women ; accompanied with a frequent defire
of making water, which occafions a fcalding, or pricking and
burning pain, during the time of its paffage ; and arifing from
any flimulus applied to thofe parts, provided it be fufficiently
firong. Sometimes, by theviolence of the irritation, the fecreti-
on of mucus feems to be totally fufpended, or at leaft confider-
ably diminithed, fothat no difcharge, or onlya very fmall one,
takes place, tho’ the other fymptoms rage with the utmoft violence.
n this cale, the difeale has obtained the very improper name of

ianorrﬁma ficca, as if we were tofay, fltxus feminis fine fliuxu.
Another fymptom isa violent pain during ere&ion, from the tenfion
of the frenum, which has obtained the peculiar name of Chordee;
but

B

* the name Generrhoea is derived from the Greek gone, genitura, femen, and
reafius, i. e. fluxus fiminis , which is a very improper name for the diforder in
queftion, becaule isconveys an erroneous idea.  The name Gonerrhoea implies
adifcharge of femen, which never takes place in this dilorder, 1f a Greek
name isto be retained, I would call ir Bicanerrbagia, from bleanss, muensand
teo, flioy . &, Mucifiuxus (adbivus); and chus dittinguish it both from real go-
#orrhoeas, and from gleers, to which latzer T would give the name Blenncrrhoea,
Mucifluxus (paffivus), i. e. without phiogiltic fymproms. InEnglish, the dif-
eafe 1s commonly called a Clap, from the old French word elapier, a fingle
lodging of a common woman ; in German, a Trpper, from dripping ; and
in French, a Chaude-piffe, from the heat and fealding inmaking water : names
derived trom the principal fymprowms of the difcafe. Seethe Noftlogical Tabls
oftnis difeafe atche end ofche following Chapeer.
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ﬁut asthefe diftinétions denote only the violence of fome partizu-
r{ymptom, the=reis nooccafion F)c(:r retaining them.

This diftemper, we may obferve, 1. 1s a local inflammation 3
and therefore, like all others of the fame kind, does but feldom
affcét the whole {yftem. 2. The difcharge, though the matter
has a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much lefs femen, as
fome patients fancy. The marter difcharged is nothing elfe but
merely the mucus of the urethra or vagina fecreted in a larger
q:amity than ufual, and changed in its colour and confiftence by
the fimulus applied to the parts; like the mucous difcharge from
the nofe or lungs in a coryza, or cough from cold, where the mu-
cus affumes nearly the {fame purulenr appearance. It isan er-
roneous notion, that tiis difcharge arifes always from an ulcer
in the urethra. In ninety-nine out of an hundred gonrorrheeas,
perhaps, thereis no fuch thing as an ulcer ; but the difeafe is
mercly a luperficial inHammation of the intereal membrane of the
urethra, like that above-mentioned of the mucous membrane of
the nofe or lungs from cold*. Forin this laft cafe, though the
difcharge has much the appearance of purulent matter, we know
that it never proceeds friom an ulcer in the nofe or lungs. Thus
we may eafily account for the quanrity of the matter difcharged 3
and have no reafon to be [ urp:?fr:d, thar o large an excretion as
is frequently obfcrved in violent gonorrheeas, fhould (o little af-
fe& the conftitution : while if an equal quantity of femen, or
real pus, was difcharged, we fhould find the conflitution and
frength of our parients materially injured ; which is, however,
burt l%ldﬂm the cale, even in the moft’ virulent gonorrheeas. 3.
I have faid, that the difcharge may proceed from any ftimulus of
fufficient power applied to the parts. To difcufs this latter fub~-
je&t more fully, 1 fhall confider it under the three following

heads.
I. 1am:

M— —

* This hasbeen hitherto rather fuppo’'ed, than proved any dire&t fa&.
Anatomifis examining the urethia of men who had laboured during their lite-
zime repeatedly uoder gonorrheas, found, afrer death, no cicatrix inthe vre-
thra 3 andthence the conclufion was drawn, that gonorrhesas were generally
sot accompanied with an ulceration. This, however, would, in my epinion,
prove little or nothing; as we fee daily, thar shancres on the prepuce or
glans, though femetimes precy decp, .0 off, ar d are a short time after fo ob-
licerated, that not :htleui‘m:rk ot a t:‘.ll'l'l'lh‘l‘ uleer or cicatrifation is to he
feen. To conclude thence, thatchere has never been any ulcer, becauwle in
fuch a cadaver we find no cicarrifation en the prepuce or glans, would in this
sale be evidently wrong. Bur whar anatomifts have hirherto only fuprpoftd, 15
aow made evident by my Iriend Dr. Sse'l, profcilor ofthe praitice of phyficac
Vienna. He had rwo years ago che inftiudtive opportunity of diffe® ng a
man who died in his hn¥'pitl|, while labouring uncﬁer a virulent gonorrheea.
©n opening the urethra carefuily, he found its internal furface prerernaturally
red; twoof the lymphatics preterrarurally whiteand enlarged 3 anddhe puri-
form mat:eroozing out from the internal mémbrane, elpeciaily acche lacuna,
where che teatot the diforder was, wichous thelealt appearance of an ulcera~
wien Or ¢xceriation.
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1. T am of opinion, that virulent gonorrheeas, ¢ arifing from an
external caule, are adtually excited by the fimulus applied to
the cavity of the urcthra itfelf ;” and that confequently, in col=
tion, the virulent mucus of the vagina is driven, or, if I might
fo {ay, ‘foreed into the urethra, and nor, as feme writers have
imagined, ablorbed by the lymphatics of the glans penis, and
thence depolited at the lacuna under the frznum.---If fuch an abe
forbrion aéually took place, we fhould every day obferve viru=
lent runnings feated low down in the urethra, as well as under
the frzpum ; whereas this is feldom or never the cafe. The feat
of thefe gonorrheeas is always originally in the lacuna wnder the
frenum 3 and thofe which are found to havetheir feat at thecure
vatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are not fo at ths
commepcement of the difeale, eorarife from an internal caufe.
What has been faid of the impoflibility of fuchan immediare ap-
plication of the virus te the infide of the urethra, becaufe its ori~
fice is clofely fhut up during ere@ion, and therefore admits not of
any fuch introdu&ion, appears to me only tobe reafoning from

~an ill-grounded theory*.

II. T fhall prove, both from well-eftablifhed principles, and
from pr:&icar obfervations, ** that gonorrheeas aot only may,
* but moft frequently do, arife from the fame venereal poilesn
“¢ Swhich, applied to other parrs of the body, produces thancres,
¢ or other {fymptroms of the Iues.”” It has of late been afferted,
even by fome phyficians of eminence, that the poifon which
rroducm a gonorrheea, is different from that which produces the

ues; and fgv:ral {pecious arguments have been brought in favor
of this paradoxical opinion. This difpute cencerning the rature
of gonorrheeas, leads me into adifculfion the more agreeable, as
it is of confiderable im{mrtance in praftice, and as experiments
and obfervations will, I think, enable me to prove not only the
contrary, but perfeé&ly to reconcile the different opinions, and
thus fet the marter in a clear light, and free it from thar oblcuri-
ty in which it has been hitherto involved. T enter therefore ine
to the difcuflion of thisfubje& with the confiderarion of the dif-
ferent reafons alledged for that favorite doétrine.

Firfi. It isfaid, Thatthe poifon which produces the gonorrheea
docs never, like that of fhancres, produce any venercal [ymp-
toms in themafs, or the liues itﬁ:? . Tothis I reply, that tho®
a luss is feldom produced by a gonorrhaea, yet we are by no
means to look upon this as univer{ally true. The reafon why
gonorrheeas do not, like fthancres, conftantly produce the lues, i,
that moft of them, if net ill treated, excite only a fuperficial in-

flammation

* What is {41 here relates only o thofe gonorrhaas which arife from 2
canfe externally applied. Buc though venereal gonorrheas do gencrally arife
from an cxeernal caufe, it is highly probable to nre, tharthey may lometimes
ke excited by the poilon depofized irom the mats, aswe ice noc unfrequendly
with 1cgard to shancres.
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flammation in the internal membrane of the urethra, without any
ulceration. Hence abforption cannot eafily take place, the poi-
fon being out of the courle of the circulation. But 1 have feen
ﬁgﬁni-rhteas, through injudicious treatment, or where the difeafe

been eriginally accompanied with an ulcer of the urethra,
followed by the moft unequivocal fymproms of the lues itfelf.
The reafon why the venereal poifon indeed, when applied to the
urethra, does not {o frequently produce ulcers as when applied ta
the glans, prepuce, and other external parts, is, that the inter=
nal membrane of the urethra is defended by a large quantity of
mucus, the fecretion of which is morecver augmented, fometimes
to a furprifing degree, by the prefent flimulus, As long as this
mucus is fecretéd in fuch abundance, the poifon is inveloped,
the urethra defended, and thus the formation of ulcers effeétu~
ally prevented ; but if, either from the violence of the irritation,
or from any other caufle, this fecretion is diminifhed, orif by im-
proper injeéions the mucus be wathed away while fome of the
poifon remains, T am of opinion, from more than twenty inftan~
ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch cafes our of ten,
an excoriation or uleceration of the urethra, and fubfequent pox,
will be as certainly the confequence, as from venereal ulcers in
any other part of thebady. Ifthere was the fame quantity of
mucus berween the prepuce and the glans, as there is in the ca=
vity of the urethra, we fhould as feldom fee ulcers thare as we do
in the urcthra in cales of fimple gonortheea, We obferve, that
when rhe poifon meets there wi L’E alarge quantity of mucus, asis
fometimes the cale, it then preduces no ulcers, but only a great
fecretion of puriform mucus, which is called a gonorrhicea fpuria,
but might with more propriety bé termed a Blennorrhagia balani,
7. e. an a&ive difcharge from the glans or corona glandis. The
realon why this kind of running is lefs frequent than thofe from
the urethra, appears to me to be, the fmall quantity of mucus
which in moft peopleisfecreted in thele parts ; whence thevirus,
not being fufficiently dilured, commonly produces thefe erofions,
or venereal ulcers, called thancres.~==This likewifereceivesa con=
fiderable confirmation from the well-known fad, that women
very feldom have fhancres in the vagina, though very frequently
in the lubia pudsadi and nymphz. The mere want of a fuffici-
ent quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts, in my opinion, {uf-
ficiently for this effeét.

Secondly. They maintain, that the poifon of the gonorrheea
never produces fhancres, and that the poifon of fhancres never
produces a gonorrheea.~--In confirmation of this affertion it has
been faid, .that a perfon who has- fhancres will never eommuni-
cate any other complaint but fhancres, and that a perfon who has
a gonorrheea cannot communicate any thing but a gonorrhoea.
I willnot deuy that this is frequently the cafe; but tep::tneg
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and attentive obfervation authorifes me to fay, that, like tooma-
sy other medical writers, they have drawn a general conclufion
from a few obfervations favorable to their own preconceived
opinion. For in many cales where I had occafion to examine beth
partics, I have been convificed, rhat thancres were communicared
by a perfon affe@ed with a {imple virulent gonorrhoea ; and, vice
verfa, thata virulent gonorrhoea had been the confequenceof an
infeGion from a perfon having fimple thancres only. But there
is a more firiking proof than this, which has not been takea no-
tice of, viz. if apatient aflidted with a venereal running does net
take care to keep the prepuce and glans perfedly clean, fhancres
will very often be produced, the caufe of which may evidently
be traced to the matter of the gonorrhoea. -This is one of the
principal reafons why in cafes of gonorrhoea we infift fo much
on the parts being kept clean ; experience having taught us, that
thancres frequently asife from negligence in this particular, even
fomerimes after t‘{l!‘ running has confiderably abated. For the
fame reafon, I conftantly order thefe patients to keep their hands
clean ; having {een repeated irftances of venereal uleers in the
nofe and eye-lids being the confequence of thisnegle®. Butbe-
fides this, will any man of the medical profeffion doubr, thae
matter taken from a fhanere, and apelied to the urethra, would
not produge a gonorrhoea § This is an experiment whith 1 eere
tainly fhould not venture to try on myfelf, I muft conclud

therefore, that though the writers who have afligned this fecunsa

{on may be right in a few cafes which fell under their own
obfervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule from g
fow fadts ; asl myfelf fhould be, in concluding from feveral con=
trary inflances which I haveobferved, that a gonorrhoea always
communicates thancres, and fhancres always a gonorrhoea,———
Some cafes of this kind I have leen, asalready mentioned, where,
in the fourth or fifth week of au ill-treated gonorihoea, or from
a negle& of external cleanlinels, fharcres have been produced in
places thac had been perfe@ly well before : but this furely would
be a very {lender reafon for aflerting, rhat fuch is always the
. cale. Thefe fhancres arifing from the marter of a gonorrhoea,
were, tomy obfervarion, conflantly as virulent and infectious as
original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to themfelves, produce
the fame pernicious fymptoms in the body ; and if a perfon who
has fuch ulcers was to believe that they are not venereal, nor
capable of bringing on thelues, becaufe they fo plainly origina=
ted from the matter of a gonorrhoea, he certainly would find him-
felf molt difagreeably miftaken.

Thirdly. The laft, and, in their opinion, the moft unanfwer=-
able reafon for believing that the virus of a gonorrhoea, and of a
confirmed lues, are materially different, is, as they fay, that mer-
cury nevercontributes.to, or accelerates the cure of a gonorr-
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Feea ; but that, on the contrary, every gonorrheea may be cer-
tainly cured without mercury, andwithout any danger of leav-
Zng the lues behind, To this[ reply, thatit is indeed a cer-
tain and auchenticated fact, that 2 grear many gencrrhoeas may
Pe, and are, cured withour mﬁrcu?{. I have fcea many inflan-
«es, where water, drunk for a confiderable time, has cured the
gonorrhoea fully as well as ugy medicine whatever. Nature is
wery often able toeffe@a cure in acurte dilempers, if we would
allow her to proceed undifturbed in her operations. Nature,
whan irritated by the poifon, will excite a greater fecretion of
gnucus than ufuazl, in the fame manner as the lachrymal gland
pours out alarger quantity of water when a grain of fand falls
anto thzeye. This larger quantity of mucus anfwers the pur=
pole of dilaring the poifon as effettually as any medicine artificis
ally injeéted. Befides, the poifen is by this means, not only di~
Tuted, but carried off in part by therunning; and the modera
praétice of curing gonorrhoeas, By inje&ing fweet oil, or other
anucilagirous liquors, into the urethsa, does nothing but affift na~
turen this {alutary work,

But though I allow that gonorrhoeas may gererally be cured
without mercury, yet repeated experience has fhown me, that
it is not glways poflible to accomplith a cure in fuch an a ble
manner. In rhofe cafes where the gonorrhees is of a milder kind,
- withour any ulcer oy excoriation in the urethra, it may cerrainly

and radically becured without uﬁnF a grain of mercury : and
though mercury fhould be given in fuch cafes internally, 1t ¢
siot have the lealt effe@ ; notbecaule thedifeafe does not pr

om a venereal poifon, bur becaufe it lies out of the reach of the

irculation, : .

To what is further alledged, that mercury never fhows amy
power in acceleraring the cure of a gonorrheea, T reply, that they
not only confound the runnings which arife from the venercal
wirus, with thofe which are occafioned by other caufes; but that
they do not make a proper diltin&ion between the internal ufe of
mercury and the ropical application of it. 1 readily allow, that
mercury given internally canaot cure fimple gonorrhoeas, as the
caufeof thedileale lies out of its reach. But the fame confequence
cannot be drawn concerning its topical application. T am indeed

erfeétly convinced, not only that mucilaginous injeions, com~
gim:d with mild mercurial preparations, contribute to the cure,
but that they are the fafeft, fpeadieft, and beft of all methods for
thar purpofe : though I do not deny, that in fimpie gonorrhoe
mercury applied in this way does-not always produce beneficia
effects 5 which, however, is often owing, 1 think, to the ufe of
improper preparations. :
- Temutft alfo b= obferved, thatin rhis difpute the contending par=
ties feem ro haveentirely overlooked the diftin&ion he:wae&lm tl;e
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filnple venereal gonorrhoea, and that combined with an ulceratje
on of the urethra: and of fuch importanceis it to attend to this
diftin&ion, thatdaily experience thows us, that runnisgs of the
latter kind are not only cured more {afely and expeditioufly by
the ufe of mercury, but that they are very often, if not always,
totally incurable without it ; and that the gleetsremaining after
thefe gonorrhoeas, though they obftinately refiit all other reme-
dies, yet frequently very readily yield te the ufe of mercury, ei-
ther externally or internally applied. I can even affirm with cer-
tainty, that a gleet of this latter kind, of any flanding, can ne-
ver be radically cured without ir.

1 now proceed to examine the laft part of this obje&ion, viz.
That a gonorrhoea never leaves a lues behind,  This they have,
no doubt, very frequently obferved ; but here they fall into the
fame miltake as formerly, by not diftinguithing fimple gonorrhoeas
from thole accompanied with an ulceration of the urethra. In-
deed it muft be allowed, that an abforption cannor eafily take
place in fimple gozorrhoeas : though I confels it to be yer a
matter of doubt with me, whether even in this cale an abforption
and confequent lues do not fometimes happen ; at lealt we have
not afufficient number of ebfervations to dctermine this point
with certainty.

But whatever may be the cafe in fimple gonorrhoeas, it is cer-
tain, that when the difeafe is accompanied with.an ulcer of the
urethra, the parts are then difpofed to an abforption of the virus.
In thefe circumftances, I never mer with afingle patient in whom
this abforption did not take place ;. and, if early recourfe was
not had ro mercury, the lues moft cerrainly was the confe~
quence. [ have alfo met with feveral inftances, where, from the
accidenral woundiag of a fmall blood-veflel in the urethra by the
unskilful application of the {yringe or catheter, the virus of a
fimple gonorrhoea has been abforbed, and produced unequivocal
venereal fymprtoms in the {yftem, which, notwithftanding their
origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We may therefore af-
furedly conclude, that there are {ome gonorrhoeas whichicannoz
be cured without mercury ; though there are others which may
be removed, without the ufe of thatremedy, and without an
bad confequence enfuing. An account of fome inftances whic
came under my obfervation, will fet this martter in a clearer
light.

EA‘L youngman of about twenty three years of age, in perfe&
health, happened to beinfected with a fimple gonorrhosa, with-
out any other venereal fymptom. The running had been injudi=
cioufly flopped ; the confequence of which was a total {uppref=
fion of urine. A furgeon was called ; and the patient being un=~
able to bear any longer the pain from the diftention of the blad-
der, recourfs was had to the catheter. But on approaching the
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folely to a relaxation of the (mall veflels after the irflammation
has fubfided. But {uch gleets as arife after a violent or ill-trear-
ed gonorrhoca, are generally accompanied with an excoriation oz
ulceration of the urethra, In this cafe, the venereal poifon has
been generally abfoibed, and the mafs is of confequence more or
lefs infected.

- As it isof the utmoft importance, though fometimes extremes
ly difficulr to afcertain thefe points, I fhall endeavour to enume-
rate the moft remarkable fymproms by which it may be known
whether there is any ulceration in the urethra. They are thort-
ly as follow : 1. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real blood
difcharged, during the inflammatory flage of the gonorrthoea, as
above mentioned ; but more efpecially after the violeace of the
inflammation has abated. 2. Real purulent, or thin ichorous
matter, difcharged in a greater or lels quantity from the urethra.
3. A pain confined to one part of the urethra ; but felt more
particularly upon introducing the catheter, or prefling on the
urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in one particular place of
the urethra, felt efpecially in pafling the laft drop of urine, or
the emiffion of femen.—————Though all thefe pretey plainly
indicate an ulcer, its exiflence will be much more confirmed, if
the preceding fymptoms of inflammartion have been very high,
it the patient has been improperly treated, or even, as I have
fometimes feen, if the urethra has been wounded by a mif-
manac%em:nt of the {vringe, or a rude application of the cathe=
ter, during the inflammatory fiate.

By not attending to thefe marks, which fufficiently point out
the exiflence of anulcer in the urethra, we fhall be often difap-
pointed in the cure. Whenever, therefore, we are confulted
about gleets, our firlt bufinels fhould be, to examine whether they
a i{e marely from relaxatien, or from an ulceration in the urethra;
and in this latter cafe, whether it is an univerfal or only a local
difeafe. If an ulcer has taken place, it will be neceffary, in
order to form a proper prognofis, to alcertain the place of that
wlcration in the vrethra.

W hen the difeafe is merely local, it may be cured either by to=
pical aftringent applications, or by internal corroborating or bal-
famic remedies, or by the union of both, The beft topical reme-
dies1 have found, are injeciions made of white vitriol diffolved in
water, and mixed occafionally with fome grains of calx of lead,
or bolus Arm=na ; or injeétions prepared with calomel {ufpended
in water, or in fome mucilaginous fluid ; or a folution of blue
vitriol, of allum, orof verdigreafe; each of which may in cer=-
tain circumftances be ufeful. Of the internal remedies recom-
mended for the fame purpofe, 1 fhall fpeak hereafter.

If the difeafe is univerfal, i. e. accompanied with an infe&ion
of the whole fyftem, asis moft generally the cafe where there is

“.
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O, THER TESTICLES "3
Sfiﬂfﬁgint:-

onorrhoea a relaxione vaforum.

Gonorrhoea ab ulcere aut erofione dufuum excretoriorum
proftatz et veficularum feminalium,

Gonorrhoea a nimia irritabilitate, potifimum per manu=
ftuprationem indudtas |

C-H:-A P IV
On the Venereal Swelling of the Tefiicless

7 HEN a Clap has been treated either by impreper medi=
cines, or the patient labouring under it~ ufes too viclen®
exercife, or efpecially if he catches cold in the part affeited, by
expofing it toa ftream of air; or by wathing it’ with cold water,
one and fometimes both tefticles begin to fwell, often to an e=
normous fize, attended with all the fymptoms of a local inflam-
mation ; to which an irritation of the whole mafs, and a vio=~
lent fever, not unfrequently fucceed. This difeafe is cailed a
Swelled Tefticle, and fometimes, though very improperly; a Hers
nia humeoralis. :

Previous to the fw'eﬂih g, the running of the clap pastly or en~
tirely ceafes ; bur {fometimes this will only happan, at leaft to
an obfervable degree, a day or two after the {welling has ac~
tually appeared. :

That the fwelling ‘and fymptoms of this inflammation are
produced, in that cafe, merely by the irritation of the-poifon
lodged lower downin the urethra, at the place where the exe
cretory duéts of the feminal veficles open, and not (as was fup~
pofed formerly, for want of aratomical knowledge of thecourls
of the lymphatics) from am abforption of the poifon, and tran{-
pofition of the gonorrheea to the gefticle itfelf, is now generally
admitted ; and will perhaps beé more evident from the obferva=-
tions which I fhall Jay down upon the nature and feat of this
diforder, and from the method of treatment which I found the
moft fuccefsful for this complaint.

Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that the tefticle it~
felf is always the featof this diforder. Bur, upon a more clofe
~ attention and incjuit{; 1 find, firfi, Thar the tedicle itfelf is ne~

ver {welled, or in the lealt affe@ed. in the heginning of this
complaint ; but that the only affe&ted and fwill&f partis the epi~
didymis, which every man may eafily convince himfelf of by a
careful examination. I faid, the tefticle is never in ¢he Jeal™

=
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affedted in the beginning, orfor the fisfl fve or fix days josud i"‘
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tefiicles conflantly fofpended, -astheir hinging down producet or®
contributesto theirirritation.. A warm poultice may be alfo ap+
plied o the penis; in order to bring on the running again; or,
1 other words, to determinethe retropulled matter from its new
feat 1o come back to the old one.- But what 1 found principally
to be relied on is, toadminifter a full dofe of opium, or accordia
o circumitances, a glyfter, made of equal quantities .of linf

oil and barley-water, with a full dofe of laudanum, to be injec=
ted, and occafionally repeated. He muit keep a low diet, drink:
nothing but barley-water, or an emuilion of almonds. - y

To this method of traating fwelled tefticles by opium; - whick
&) miy knowledgeis new, 1 was led, about ten years ago, by a°
firigular circumftance of a-particular friend of mine, which I think -
upngceiiary to relite; and I have fince {cen fo good and fpeedy
efiells from it, that Inow conftantly make ufe of it. - 1 have had’
many inflances, where~ by thefe means, the {welling and paia©
of the tefiicle were removed, and the running broughron; inthe
foace of tawenty~four or forty-eight hours; and in thofe cafes:
where it had not that effié o foon, it always greatly- relieved
the parient, and prevented a fever.. Inall more obRinate cafesy
I contiantly obferve, that the fymptoms of irritation, and the
fwelling, didnever quit the patient till the running of the clap’
cam> on again 3 bur the moment this latter tock place, the paa-
tient found hinfelt relicved of the pain of the teflicle, and the
fvelling gradually difappeared. To affift nature in its benefici~
al eff sts, the opium internally, or in an emollient glyfler, is
to bzrepeated every rwenty~four hours ; the pa®s to be expos
fed twiceor threc times a-day, for aquarter or half an hour, to"
the ficam of hot water or milk ; warm poultices to be conftant-
ly applied to the penis ; and the accumularion of faces in the
seétum 1o be prevented, by a common glyfler, occafionally re-
peated. By proceeding thus, we fhall generally have the fatis~
fatiion to cure, in a few daye, a dileafle which, by a different
metl;’_d of wreatment, often requires many weths toget the bet=
ter of.

According to circumftances, fome other more efficacious means
to se-eftablith the running the fooner, if the fymptoms of the |
fwelling feem dangerous, might likewife be tried, and applied
as mentioned above. The re-eftablifhed clap ought to be treated
afterwards in the common manner 3 ta'kir;g care to give no oc= |
calion 10 2 new retropulfion, which in fuch cafes cafily rakes 1
place a fecond time. eig it b: Rog

If the fwelling has been treated improperly, it frequently hap=- |
pens that one or both tefticles grow hard ; and the difeafe is*
ghen commonly called a Schirrous Tefiicle. In all thofe cafes’I
conftantly found rhe epididymis gery hard and much fwelled.In
fome, however, probably through the length of time; ghe ge_i‘;#
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eure of the difeafe entirely depends, we fhall confider them more
minurtely..

Whenever the running of a venereal gonorrhoea is ftopped by
any caufe whatever, the virus feems to go lower down in the
urethra, and to exeite there a fimilar irritation and inflammarion,
as it did in its former place, Ifit fixes its place at the caput
gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths of the excretory duéts of
the feminal veficles, it produces, as we have obferved in the
foregoing chapter, afwelling of the epididymis, or what is com-
monly called a fivelled Mﬁiri. If it goes fill lower down the
urethra, and fettles at the neck of the bladder, it will, in thefe
circumftances, not produce a {welled tefticle, bur an irritacion,
Zafmudic contraion, or inflammartion of the neck of the blad«

rywith a total or partial{fuppreflion of urine.. The poifon in
that cale, if the complairt be properly treated, will preduce no
other-difeafe thana fuppreffion of urine for a few days only ;
afrer which it will leave that place; and, on going more for-
wards into theurethra, bring on either a {welled tefticle, ory if
it returns to the fame place which it originally occupied, repro=
ducethe running, with the common fymptoms of a clap, and (o
by degrees at laft entirely go off, without leavingany bad {ymp-
tom behind it: But this f%-tluch wifhed for circumftance docs
not always happen : the poifon lodged in the neck of the bladder
will fometimes produce, E‘Eﬁdﬂ a variety of very difagreeable
{ymptoms, an ulceration in that place, or.in {fome other part of
the urethra. Though the difcharge arifing from fuch -an ulcer
be, I:? degrees, partly or entirely flopped, and the ulcer irfelf
healed, we often obferve either a coarétation of the urethra: re=
maining at the ﬁlace where the ulcer was; or the citatrix of the
ulcer forming a kind of knor or protuberance into the pafiage.
Sometimes alfothe ulcers, on healing, will form latge granula~
tions, or preternatural excrefcences, which afterwards produce
tie fameeffect as a prominent cicatrix, under the name of Carun~-
¢les ; orthe proftate gland, or any of the glands of the urcthra
itfelf, ulcerated, form a fungous excrefczace, protruding into
theurethra, or neck of the bladder, and thereby produce an.an~-
guftation, ora totalabolitien of the cavity of the paffage. Ana-
tomical diffe&ions have alflo taught us lately, that two ulcers of -
the urethra in oppofite direétions, or a fingle but large one, will
fometimes partly grow together by bands crofling the cavity of |
the urethra ; and whilft the lower part of the ulceration remains .
l(?en,'. and continues the difcharge mentioned in the chapter on

sleets, the upper parts grown together diminifh or abolith the
cavity of the urethra, and thereby prevent the fice paifage of
yring. .
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10§ ON MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS

Y mean Plummer’s powder or pills ; which, properly fpeaking,
are not a mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mixture of
fazrcurius dulcis, and fulphur of 2atimony. 1 have already ob-
ferved, rhat mereurius dulcis, when preparad by fublimation, is
4 very differgnt medicine in different countries and places ; that
it is therefore a medicine pot to be depended upon : for this rea=
fon, Inever would advife any perfon, as well for his own fa-
tisfaction as that of his patient, to truft to Plummer’s pills for
curing the venereal difeafe. Flummer has compounded the ca-
lomal with fulphur of antimony, probably for the purpofe
which ftill feems to ba expedted by thofe who make ufe of this
compofition, viz. by means of the fulphur to prevent fzlivation
and to dire@ the mercury to the skin. This feems elpecially 10
be the defign in cutaneous ertptions of the venereal kind. ~ But
though this medicing may fom:timss be effe&ual in removing
cataneous diforders, I muft, from my oWwn experience, as weﬁ
as from that of feveral other unprejudiced pra&itioners, pro-
nounce it avery improper one for curing a confirmed lues. Re-
peated inflances indeed have come under my obfervation, where
thefe pills having been taken for a confiderable time, have remo=
ved the fymptoms for a time, without effe@iag a radical cure}
which are to me fufficient realons for thinking it 4n unfafe me-
dicine, and confequently that no pra&itioner ought to put con=
fidence in it for the cure of the lues, when he hasa fafer oneid
his hands, : _ ; .

Whether cruds mercury boiled with fimple water commiini-
cates to ic fomething of its qualities, and with what fuccefs
fuch a decottion might be adminiftered for curing venereal com-
plaints, T am not able to fay. 1havefeen this decofiion given
to children affo&ed with worms, ia different parts of the conti=
nenr; with what effeét, 1 had no opportunity to afcertain : but
i know of a dog in London who was radically cured of a moft
obflinate mange, for which a variety of medicines hadbeen tried
in vain, from the ufe of this deco&ion for his common drink.

1V. On PtvAaLisM ofF SALIVATION.

It has been a_matter of controver{y, whether a confirmed
luss may be radically cured without falivation; and thou
there is now hardiy any medical man wko doubts of the poffibili-
ty of a perfe& cure withour i, there are ﬂillm_nng who employ
falivarion, notonly forthe cure of the lues, but, in fome countries;
for that of the Gonorrheza alfo. This mode .of treatment, in
the former cafe, is fill very much in vogue, in private prac=
rice as well as in hofpitals, efpecially in Fraace: iu other
countries, it is almoft entirely confined to hufpitals—‘ 456 9 ba

How far this practice of falivating fuch patisnrs is juﬁifiabfi‘-..'
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in. the former as well as in the latter cafle, fhall be the fubje& of
ﬁ)} prefent enqet;i;jr. e pate Ao ’ ; Ak
t has been the opinion of many, and publicly afferted by Dr.
Friend, and even by feverallate writers, that a falivation is not
only neceffary to ege& a radical cure, but allo rhat che greater
the falivation, the more cerrain and effeciual will be the cure of
the lues, efpecially when the bones are affected, - "

"1 muft confefs, [ have always expericnced the direé contrary,
Amongft ‘a great many patients of different ages, conlflitutions,
and climates, who have been under my care, I have not only not
found one who required falivarion, but I have, ox the contrary,
conftantly obferved, that the greater the falivation, thelefs cer-
tain and cffodtual was the cure of the lues. This is fo true, thag
even the modern advocares for falivation unanimoufly confefs,
that a ftrong falivation is hurtful, and that only a gentle one
fhould be raifed. CouldI allow this to be right, I would oba,
ferve, that t6 ftop, or even moderate, a falivation once begun,
15 in many cafes more eafily {aid than accomplithed. Thisis of-
ten entircly out of our power 3 and it is yer one of the great de-
fiderata in medicine, to know a fpecific remedy that will produce
fuch aneffet. This isfolittle in our power, that I have feen
more than once patients carried off by falivation, (their firength.
being torally exhaufted) before it could-be leffened or flopt gby
any remedy whatfoever. Others who did not fink entirely un-
der ir, remained languid from the evacuation, for months and .
even years, and feveral I have feen die’in a confumption broughe
on by fuch a courfe. Befides, a falivation is not only very
troublefome to the patient, by fpitting day and night, and by _
filling "the room witha very difagreeable fmell ; but frequently
allo produces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, 8c. which,
if not raken care of in time, or being millaken for venereal ones,
by continuing the ufz of mercury, become more dangerous than
tl'i'_ef' venereal difeafeitfelf, . =~ T % '

It may feem furprifing, therefore, how fuch a dangerous me~
thod of attempiing the curé of the venereal difeafe as thatby fa~
livation fhould fill be rerained and praétifed in fome hofpirals.
The three following reafons, indeed, I have heard alledged. 1.
To confine the patients with the gonorrheea or lues to the room,
and to prevent them from getring a frefh infettion before they are
cured of the firfl. 2. To get rid of {uch poor patients in a month -
or five weeks, in order to take others in their place into the hol=. _
g},tai, who are treated and fest away in the fame manner, 3.

ecaule many of the lower clafsof people have an unhappy pre-
judice in favor of this method, and imagine they cannot be radi-~-
cally cured without what they call a good and continued faliva-.
tion. To me, however, thefe realons appear wholly infuffici«
ant. Topreyeat the patiepts {rom getting a frehinfediop, betm. |
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_ﬂoubled rage and violence, and not unfrequently produces fymp-
toms and difeales, the nature of which, efpecially in women,
wemuft only guels ar, and which, in that ftate, fometimes baf-
fle the skill of the moft able phyfician ; for venereal complaints,
the older they are, the more cbftinate they prove agataft the
power of mercury. _ |
.1 come now to the third point, why mercury fails fometimes
In curing the lues, viz. on account of the conftitution of the pa-
tient. We fomstimes meet with patients, efpecially among the
female fex, or {uch as have taken mercury for former venercal
complaints, whofe conflitution is now fo irritable, thar, after
the adminiftration of a few grains or fritions, they are either
affeted with a nervous fever, fpalms, head-ach, or they very
readily fall into a falivation, on the fecond or third day. In
thele conftitutions we ought to be peculiarly eareful to find out
the preparation and dofe beft adapted to them. The Peruvian
bark, or fomeother vegetable tonic, is here fometimes adminif-
tered with mercury to great advanrage. If wenegle@ thefe pre-
cautiens, indeed, many patients of this kind will be fufferers
for life, without ever being cured radically. There is one re=-
mark to be made here, to which in geaeral little artention has
been hitherto paid. Moft wiiters and pra&itioners confine their
venereal patients under a mercurial courfe, without any dif-
tinttion, to a low dier, as well with regard to eating as drink-
ing. This rule is however a very improper one, when generally
applied. Sucha diet will be very proper for ftrong, vigorous
conflitutions ; but, for weak, delicate, or irrirable cnes, it will
fometimes be extremely improper, A full dier, with rhe mode-
rate ufe of wine, nug‘gt to be allowed them ; otherwife mercury
‘will produce no effeés upon the poifon, though very difagrecable
ones uponthe conftitution. The warm bath will fometimes much
aflitt in thefe cafes. Nature readily co-operares with mercury in
fome conflitutions ; whereas in others it does but little, or actd
flowly, and with diffituliy. Butbefides this peculiarity in thid
conftitution, we often obferve, that patients render their con
laints complicated and obitinate, by artempting to cure tfif" -
elves, or appliying to quacks or unskilful perfons in the #7" @=
g,e'i_ﬁng. hey frequently alfo hurt themfelves by nep' /¢ of
iet, or by not making ufe of the medicines in the mip- =&t of
fi:riiiad, or by not continuing the fame loeg enotel), b-JEr pre-
inF off as foon as the {ymptoms difappear, by, #kr of ut lcaye
felves imprudently to the damp and cold atmel(pF ->102 them-
at night, or by becoming impatientand growio & §5 €, elpecially
: A Bl conflant
ing from one phyfician to another, makitg v’ g, 2 ga~
weeks, of one medicine, and then of argiher, R ¢ Hﬂ}!: o
different circumfances, vénereal comiplaints are fo y all thefe
~dered extremely obRinare; | Wehimes ren~
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116 ON VENERFAL OPHTHALMIA,

other countries, under the name of the Decodlum Lufitanicum
or Lifbon diet-drink. R Rad Sm{uparif!x, Santali albi et ru~
bri, of each three ounces ; Gﬂycirr iz, Mezerei, of each half
an ounce ; ligni Rhodii, Guajaci, Sallafras, of each one ounce ;
Crude Antimeny five ounces : ten pounds of boiling water is to
be poured upon thefe, and remain for twenty-four hours, then
to be boiled to five pounds. Of rthis, flrained off, the patient
ought to take from three pints to two quarts a-day. Bur how
far all thefe medicines, as I have faid before, a@ without mer-
cury, is yet very uncertain. The difeafeis certainly eafier cured
1n warm climates, when weli treated, than in cold ones. As
to the remedies which we every day fee recommended by quacks,
and pretenders to fecrers, as not confifting of mercury, and cur-
ing the venereal difeafe radically, they are, for the moft parr, as I
bave mentioned before, fome mercurial preparation difguifed ;

and [ think it fortunate enough for the patients if they prove ons
ly ufelefs to them, i '

sl g S T N T s smo T
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On particular VENEREAL CoMPLAINTS which rea
quire a peciliar method of Cure.

I. On the VENEREAL OPTHALMI! A,

HERE are two diftin& {pecies of venereal opthalmia. Tha
one feems to berather of a chronic kind, comes on gradu-
ally, and arifes from a tainted mafs. Theother is the moft acute,
violent, and dangerous of any opthalmia I kmow of : it comes
or {uddenly, and owes its origin, as faras I have been able to
otfeive, 1o a fudden repulfion of a recent venereal gonorrheea:
fee Venereal Gonorrheea.

I have feen three inftances of this dreadful diforder, of which
every one proved fatal to the fight of the fufferer.  In two cafes,
both eyes were affeé¢ted with blindnefs ; in the third, one was
affected immediately, but feveral years afterwards the fight of the
other was alfo loft, and as it feemed without any apparent caufe.
All old pradiitiorers with whom 1 have converfed about this
dreadful complaint, and who have obferved it feveral times in
their praétice, were of opinion that it originated from a repelled
recent gonorrheea, by way of meraflafis. In thefe three cafes
which I jult mentioned, the difeufe was certainly accompanied
with a fupprefiion of the clap : but whether that fuppreffion was
she caufe of the opthalmy, I was not able tp detcrmine with

. gertainty 5



ON VENEREAL OPHTHALMIA. 11g

gertainty ; and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me«
taftafis, though we know that a very great conneétion fubfifts be.
tween the eyes and the parts of generation.

But whatever may be the caufc of thele opthalmies, the fag
is this : In the three inflances which came umfer my obfervation,
the difeafe arofe in a cold climate in winter, after the patients
affected with a recent clap, were expofed 1o violent ¢old in the
open air. Noue of them had ever had any cemplaint in the
eyes before. Thedifcharge from the urethra was evidently di=
minithed or abolifhed. In rhe mean while, acifcharge of a pu=
riform matter of a yellowith green colsur, refembling rhat of a
clap, took place from the eyes, with the molt excruciatiag pains,
which were rendered unfupportable on the leaft application of
light. The fame matter which ran out of the eyes, feemed, ag
far it was poffible to fee by forcing up the eye-lid, to be extra<
vafated in the whole anterior chamber of the eye, and, as ie
were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea tran{paiens.
All remedies which were ;}pplied proved ineffeétual, and perpe-
tual blindnefs was the confequence.

As cafes of this kind may be infiruétive, I thall tranfcribe one
of them from my Medical Journal. The patient, a young man
of a ftrong dark complexion, of twen?-mneycaﬁ of age, acap-~
tain inthe army, was ordered on guard in the month of January,
whilft he was aflié&ted with a violent gonorrheea, Unfortunate-
ly rhe day was exceflive cold, and he was by duty much expo-
{ed to the open air all day and the evening : in the night he found
himfelf st once affliéied in both eyes with the moft excruciatin
pain, and intolerance of the [mallet degree of light ; whi;i
were accomparied next day wirha difcharge of puriform matcer
from both eyes. Upon infpedtion, the ulbuginea was inflamed,
and very much fwelled. The phyfician who was called, appli-
ed, befides the common remedies, fuch as bleedings, purgatives,
ke. a fomentation of hemlock. On the third day, upona clefer
examination, the cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hy-
popyon formed ; no ulceration appeared. The ufe of hemlock
was ordered to be continued. Some days after, the inflammati-
on and running abated ; but thé cornea remained opaque, feem=
ed to be very much thickened, and the patient remained per-
fealy blind. In thiz patient, T clearly faw the arteries of the
cornea tranfparens, coming from the albugiena, inflamed, and fo
filled with red blood, as i?inje&ed like an anatomical preparas
tion, even {o far back as in the fifth week of the diforder.

- In none of thefe three cafes were remedies applied by the prac-
titioners to reftore the running of the clap, nor was therse an in=
cifion made into the cornea to difcharge the extravafated mate
ter : The only rwo remedies from which I would expe&t any ei-
ficacious relief in fuch an ophthalmy, befides the general janc:
AT topica
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of about 28 years of age, about a fore throat for which he had
takea advice and medicine already, for the fpace of three weeks;
without any relief. .J tald him, .that, fromuthe very appearance
of his face and eyes,J fylpectedquite a diffcrent caufe of his dif-
order than he and his artendants had hitherto imagined ; which
indead was moft evidently confirmed by a large venereal ulcer,
which upon infpe&ion I found [eated very low down behind the
welum. He then gaye m: the following account. That he had
been affe@ed with a violent génoirheea two years ago when he
was at Veniee, which for aparticular reafon he had wifthed to
be remdved ot flopped as foon aspoffible ; that, for this purpefe;
he was recommended by a friend of his, to a furgeon who was
in poflefhon of an inje&ion which had that infallible effe&. That
this furgeon complied with his defire, though with reluéance
and foretold him, rhat fometime after being cured thus haftily, by
his inje&ion, the yenereal difeafe would break out in fome other
part of the body ; affuring him that he had feen the fame effed
from the fame remedy, happen in feveral other patients who ap-
plid to him in the fame manner he did. That he negle&ed this
caution ; thar the running was perfe@ly Ropped in 48 hours }
and that he had never thought more about it, having been per=~
faitly free from venercal as well as any other diforder ever fince:
This cafe wds to me a very inflru@ive one. Firft, it thows how
long the venereal poifon lies {ometimes concealed in the mafs,
without producing any fenfible effe&s : And fecondly, it evident-
ly confirms what I have afferted above, that the poifon of the
gonorrhaea is the very fame with that of the fyphilis ; and that,
if abforbed into the mafs, it produces therefore the fame effeéts:
But laftly, it alfe (hows, which I could not have expeé&ed a pri-

" ori, that 2 recent venereal gonorrheea may fometimes be fio

or repelled, without producing fwelled teflicles, ilchury, ftric-
turas, or other immediate effeds in the mafs. '

Venereal tlcers of the throat require fometimes belides a courle
of mercury, likewifetopical applications; fuch asan inje&ion
or gargle made of a folution of fublimate, mixed according to
circumftances with the tin&ure of maftich, &c.--~Burt if the ul-
c2rs are owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to

- kept conftantly clean, and merecury fhould be difcontinued. 1

they owe their origin neither to the one nor to the other of the
caufes juft mentioned, but are of that peculiar nature defcribed
above under the head of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead
of mercury, the ufe of powerfyl tonic medicines externally as
well as internally.
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