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HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES IN ENGLAND AND WALES.

COTTAGE DESIGNS

Awarded Premiums in the Competitions conducted by the Royal Institute
of British Architects with the concurrence of the
L.ocal Government Board.

PARTICULARS OF THE COMPETITIONS.

N September 1917 the Local Government Board, with a view to supplying the
I national housing needs after the war, invited the assistance of the Royal Institute
of British Architects in procuring the best typical plans of houses suitable for the
industrial classes in England and Wales. The Council of the Royal Institute con-
sidered that the best means of attaining this end was to initiate a series of competitions
amongst architects throughout the country, and this course having been decided
upon, in order that the competitions should be as widely spread and comprehensive as
possible the co-operation was secured of the various provineial Architectural Societies
allied to the Institute. For the purposes of the Competitions the country was divided
into the following six districts or areas :—

1. London and the Home Counties Area (district of the Royal Institute of British Architects), com-
rising Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, Middlesex, Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire,
xfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Surrey, Sussex and Kent.

2. Northern Area (districts of the Northern Architectural Association, Leeds and West Yorkshire
Architectural Society, York and East Yorkshire Architectural Society, Shefficld and South Yorkshire
Society of Architects), comprising Northumberland, Cumberland, Durham, Yorkshire, Derbyshire and
Lincolnshire.

8. Manchester and Liverpool Area (districts of the Manchester Society of Architects and the Liverpool
Architectural Society), comprising Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire, Flintshire, Denbighshire, Car-
narvonshire, Anglesea, Merionethshire and Montgomeryshire.

4. Midland Area (districts of the Birmingham Architectural Association, the Nottingham and Derby
Architectural Society, the Leicester and Leicestershire Society of Architects and the Northamptonshire
As=ociation of Architects), comprising Warwickshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire, Herefordshire, Woreester-
shire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Butlandshire.

5. South-West Area (districts of the Devon and Exeter Architectural Society, the Bristol Society of
Architects, the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Association of Architects), comprising Devonshire, Cornwall,
Hampshire and Isle of Wight, Gloueestershire, Wiltshire, Somersetshire and Dorsetshire.

6. South Wales Arca (distriet of the South Wales Institute of Architects), comprising Glamorgan-
shire, Brecknockshire, Radnorshire, Cardiganshire, Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and Monmouthshire.

In each of these areas a competition was conducted simultancously under the
control of the loeal Architectural Societies above indicated. The conditions in all the
areas were identical, but allowed for compliance with any loeal requirements as to
materials, ete. It was considered that variations in accommodation would probably
differ so little as to be negligible.
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Designs were invited by advertisement in the building press and local papers
throughout the country early in November 1917, and it was required that designs
should be sent in by the 13th January 1918, a date which was afterwards extended at
the request of many competitors to 31st January 1918.

For present purposes the text is given of the Conditions of the Home Counties
Competition conducted by the Royal Institute :—

CONDITIONS.
Home COUNTIES AREA,

1. The Reoyal Institute of British Architects invites designs for cottages in aceordance with the
instructions and particulars stated below., The competition is open to any British subject.

2. The designs are to be suitable for erection in urban and rural distriets in the counties of Norfolk,
Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Middlesex, Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Surrey, Sussex, and Kent.

3. The designs are to include four classes or types of eottages as deseribed below, and premiums are
offered as follows :(—

1sL 2nd

Class A - 15 o o - X kel .. Z100 E50
nw B o 2 e et i e o «o 100 50
R b an o i il o I fd «s 100 50
N T i is ¥ £ e 7t .. 50 80

4. The adjudication will be made by a Committee of not less than three architeets appointed by
the Roval Institute of British Architeets, and their judgment is to be accepted as final.

5. Tt is to be understood by competitors that the payment of the premiums conveys the absolute
Ims:se&ﬂion of the designs, including all copyright or other rights, and that the promoters will be at
iberty to make any use whatever of the designs, and to publish them with the names and addresses of
the authors. The promoters reserve the right to exhibit publicly, after the award, all or any of the designs
as they may think best with the names of the authors attached. No architect shall compete in more
”Iill’l One aref.

6. Designs are to be prepared strietly in accordance with the instructions below, and any desi
wlluich does not so eonform will be exeluded. On this point the Committee of Selection are to be t%:
sole judges,

'!F. Designs are to be delivered carriage paid to the Seeretary R.ILB.A., 9, Conduit Street, Regent
Street, London, W.1, on or before the 18th January 1918.

8. The unsueecessful designs will be returned to the authors earriage paid as soon as practicable.

D. Any guestions must be addressed to the Seerctary of the Royal Institute of British Architects,
9, Conduit Strect, W.1, on or before the 27th November, Replies will be issued to all competitors as
early as possible.

10. Each set of designs is to be accompanied by a sealed envelope containing the name and address
of the author,

11. No motto or distinguishing mark is to be put on the drawings.

12. Every care will be taken of the drawings, but the promoters will not be responsible for any
damage they may sustain, or for their loss.

13. Designs may be submitted in any or all of the elasses as follows :—

Crass A.—Living room, scullery, &c., and three bedrooms.

Crass B.—Living room, parlour, scullery, &ec., and three bedrooms.

Crass C.—Living room, parlour, seullery, &e., and two bedrooms.
All the above to be treated as two storeys.

Crass D.—Variations of either A, B, and C planned entirely or mainly on one floor.
Larder, fuel store, w.c. or e.c., eupboards, &e., to be included.

14. In all cases back additions are to be avoided or minimised as much as possible.
15. All houses are to be provided with a fixed bath and a cold-water supply. Arrangements for
the supply of hot water are to be indicated on the plan.

ol




COTTAGE DESIGNS 7

16. Positions of all prineipal pieces of furniture, such as dressers, tables, beds, &e., together with

opening of doors, the points of the compass, and dimensions of rooms, are to be indicated on the
an.

; 17. In Classes A, B, and C several houses must be shown as a block, of which three are to be planned

in detail, the others in outline only, Of these three, one is to be an end or semi-detached house ; another

a terrace house or one between party walls with narrow frontage (not exceeding 18 feet), and a third

with wide frontage. The depth of the site is left to the diserction of the competitors, and the site may

be regarded as level.

18. The general height of rooms is not to be less than 8 feet, the floor area of the prineipal bedroom
to be not less than 160 feet, and no bedroom to be less than 70 feet.

19. The plans may be prepared without regard to any existing by-laws or local Aet provisions, the
object being to show the best types possible if existing restrietions are removed,

20. Each design is to show p{ans of each floor, one section indieating the stairease, and two elevations,
and to be drawn to a seale of jth of an inch to the foot on double-elephant sheets. No other drawings
to be submitted.

21. All drawings are to be in line only without washes, with the walls blacked in, and are to be sent
flat.

22. The designs in each of the Classes A, B, C, and D are to be on separate sheets. Notes of
materials, &c., are to be printed on the drawings, together with the eubic contents of each house
measured from one foot below the floor to half way up the roof. No separate report is necessary.

28. Wherever possible, materials of the locality, if reasonably obtainable, should be specified, but as
there exists at the present time a serious shortage of certain materials, competitors arve invited to consider
and suggest the substitution of others with a view to facilitating and cheapening construction, It is
essential that striet economy be exercised throughout the design, and this will be an important con-
sideration in making the awards.

Supplementary Particulars in Response to Questions by Competitors.

1. The floor areas given apply to all elasses, and are to be nett area clear of all projections.  The
floor of living-room should have an area of not less than 180 ft.

2. The height of storeys may be from 7 feet 6 inches to 8 feet in the clear.  Bedrooms may be partly
in the roofs, but not less than two-thirds of the ecilings must be of the maximum height ; and the vertical
- walls must not be less than 5 feet high.

8. The bath should be fixed and not of the tip-up type. It is not essential that a separate bathroom
should be provided. The w.e. should not be placed in the bathroom or entered from the scullery.

4. No drainage need be shown, and it may be assumed that access to the house is from both front
and back, and no gardens or plans of site need be shown,

5. No alternative plans will be allowed.

6. All drawings are to be diawn with the long dimension of the paper horizontal, and each elass is
to be elearly marked A, B, C, or I}, as the case may be. : :

a 7. Each class is to be shown on a separate sheet, and the classes may not b _Il“lt{‘l'!l‘!l‘.'{f‘d.
= 8. The drawings are not to be mounted on strainers, and are to be in black ink, with a black wash
over the window openings. No perspectives are to be sent.

9. The time for sending in designs is extended to 81st January 1918, : e

10. The fact of a design being premiated will not prevent the author from making use of it in his
practice if he so desires.

v 4 11. The two elevations asked for may be such as the competitor thinks will best illustrate his

12. The assessors in each competition will have the option of recommending designs of special merit
for further premiums Hnr honourable mention) in addition to those stated in the conditions.

18. Each of the Classes A, B, and C is to be designed as a bloek of five or six houses, of which three
are to be drawn in detail, the others in outline only, Of the three which are to be fully drawn, one is to
be an end or semi-detached house, another a terrace house between party-walls and lighted front and back
only, with frontage of 18 feet from centre to centre of party-walls, and the third to be a house one
room deep only, with long frontage at the discretion of competitor. The grouping or composition of the
block may be arranged in any way the competitor desires, A section of one house in each block, if
sufficiently explanatory, is all that is required.

14. It may be assumed that water supply is available.

15. A Committee of Assessors will be appointed by the Architectural Societies in each area.
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The following points are given as desirable, bul are not fo be regarded as essential ;—

Stairease should have direct ventilation.

Coals should be aceessible under cover, and accommodation should be provided for at least one ton.
Seullery should be large enough to serve as a relief to living-room, but not large enough to take

centre table,

Designs to the following numbers were duly delivered in the several distriets :

Arca.
Home Counties b 5
Northern o A 5 e
Liverpool and Manchester ae
Midland - M .
South-West .. e A
South Wales i i

Number of Diesigns
Competitors, received.
. 486 130G
= PP 10 226
i v o 182 301
: — .. 107 248
: a7 1G9
LT 158
S08 1,738

A Committee of Assessors for the purpose of adjudicating on the designs sub-
mitted was constituted in each area, and in each case a lady (in the Home Counties
area two ladies) and a practical builder assisted the Committee with their adviee.

The adjudication in the several areas was made during the months of February
and.March, and, with two exeeptions, 1st and 2nd designs were selected in each class in
addition to a limited number which were noted as worthy of commendation.

The following is a list of the awards made by the Assessors in the various areas :—

HOME COUNTIES AREA.

Assessors —Mr. Henry T. Hare, Mr. E. Guy Dawber,
Sir Aston Webh, KXCV.0., CB., RA. Mr. H. V.
Lanchester, Professor Adshead, Mr. Paul Waterhouse,
and Mr, Harry Redfem.

Crass A.
First Premium : Mr. Courtenay M. Crickmer.
Second Premium : Mr, F. C. W. Barrett.
Hon. Mentions : Messrs, Wilson, Newton &
Hound, Mr. C. O, Nelson, and Mr. C. Wontner
Smith (the latter’s design purchased).

Crass B.

First Premium : Mr. Alfred Cox.

Second Premium ; Mr. Courtenay M. Crickmer.

Hon., Mentions : Messrs. Wilson, Newton &
Round, Mr. C. Wontner Smith, Mr. F. C. W.
Barrett, and Mr. John C. S. Soutar.

Cr.ass C.

First Premium : Mr. Courtenay M. Crickmer,

Second Premium : Mr, C. Wontner Smith.

Hon., Mentions: Mr. Roland Weleh, Messrs,

Wilson, Newton & Round, and Mr. H. R. Gardner.,

Crass 10,
First Premium : Mr. John A, W. Grant, Edin-
burgh.
Second Premiom @ Mr. W. R, Mosley.
Hon, Mention : Mr. C. Wontner Smith,

MANCHESTER AND LIVERPOOL AREA.

Assessors—Mr. John B. Gass, Mr. E. P. Hinde,
Mr. F. B. Dunkerley, Mr, P. 5. Worthington, and |
Mr. GG, I, Graysomn,

Crass A,
First Premiwm : Mre. H, L, North (Lianfair-
lechan)
Second Premiwm : Mr. R. L. Collingwood
{ Rochdale).

Hon, Mention : Mr. J. Arthur Cox,

Crass B.
First Premium : Messrs. Briggs & Thornely
{Liverpool).
Seeond Premium not awarded.

Crass C.
First Premium : Messrs, Halliday, Paterson &

Agate (Manchester).
Seeond Premium : Mr, H, L. North.

Crass 10,
First Premium : Messrs. Halliday, Paterson &
Apate.
Second Premium : Mr. H, L, North.
Hon. Mention @ Mr. J. Arfon Jones.
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NORTHERN AREA.

Aszessors—Mr, R, Burns Dick, Mr. Willism H, Thorp,
Mr. Jumes I, Wiglull, and Mr. L. Kitchen,

CrLass A.

First Premium: Mr. J. Hervey Rutherford,
York.
Second Premium : Mr. Alex, Inglis, Hawick.

Crass B.

5 First Premium : Mr. Alex. T. Scott, Hudders-
ield.

Second Premium ; Messrs, Knowles, Oliver &
Leeson, Neweastle-on-Tyne.

Crass C.

First Premium : Messrs. Knowles, Oliver &
Leeson, Neweastle-on-Tyne.
i iiliﬂﬂlld Premium : Mr. Alex. T. Scott, Hudders-
1.

Crass 1),

First Premium : Premiated design disqualified
after award.

Second Premium : Mr. R. E. Hastewell, Colwyn
Bay.

MIDLAND AREA.

Aszseszors—Mr. W. A. Harvey, Mr. 5. Perkins Pick,
Mr. Sidney F. Harris, and Mr. Harry Gill.

CLass A.

First Premium : Messrs. Stockdale Harrison
& Sons, Leicester,

Second Premium: Mr. N. B. Robertson,
Leicester.

Hon., Mentions : Mr. A. E. McKewan, Birming-
ham ; Messrs. Crouch, Butler & Savage, Birming-
ham, and Messrs. Ed. Garratt and H. W, Simister,
Birmingham.

Crass B.

First Premium : Messrs. Stockdale Harrison
& Sons, Leicester,

Second Premium : Mr. F. W. C. Gregory, Not-
tingham.

Hon. Mentions : Mr.N. B. Robertson, Leicester ;
Mr. Frank H. Bromhead, Hereford, and Mr.
Charles F. Sims, Stoke-on-Trent.

Crass C.

First Premium : Mr. F. W. C. Gregory, Not-
tingham.

Second Premium : Messrs., Stockdale Harrison
& Sons, Leicester.

Crass ID.

First Premium : Messrs, Cleland & Hayvwood,
Waolverhampton.

Second Premium : Mr. A. E. McKewan, Birm-
ingham.

Hon. Mentions : Messrs. Stockdale Harrison
& Sons, Leicester, and Messrs., Cleland & Hay-
wood (the latter’s design purchased).

SOUTH-WEST AREA.

Aszexsors.—38ir Frank W. Wills, Professor Adshend,
and Mr. James Crocker,

Crass A.
First Premium : Messrs. Thornely & Rooke,
Plymouth.
Second Premium : Mr, H. Heathman, Bristol.

Hon. Mentions : Mr. Chas. Cole, Exeter, and
Mr. T. Bradford Ball, Weston-super-Mare,

Crass B.

First Premium : Messrs., Thornely & Rooke.
Second Premium ; Mr. H. Heathman, Bristol.
Hon. Mention : Major O. P. Milne, Pulborough.

Crass C.
First Premium: Mr. W.
Sunlight.
Seeond Premium :
ford-on-Sea.
Hon. Mention :
Exeter.

A. Greenen, Port
Mr. W. Ravenseroft, Mil-
Captain Cyril A. Farey,

Crass 1D,

First Premium : Mr. Chas. Cole, Exeter,
Sceond Premium : Mr. W. A. Greenen, Port
Sunlight.

SOUTH WALES AREA.

Assessors—Professor  Adshead, Mr. A. W. Swash,
Mr. . M. Jenkins, Mr. J. F. Groves, and Mr. .I. W. Smith.

Crass A.

First Premium : Mr. J. A. Hallam, Cardiff.

Seeond Premium : Messrs. Johnson & Rich-
ards, Merthyr Tydfil.

Hon. Mention (design purchased) : Mr. Thomas
A. Bevan, Cardiff.

Crazss B.

First Premiom @ Messrs. Johnson & Richards,
Second Premium : Messrs., A. Ll Thomas and

Gomer Morgan, Pontypridd. :
Hon. Mention : Mr. C. Emest Lawrenee, New-

port, Mon.
B
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND NOTES ON THE DESIGNS
SUBMITTED.

As will be seen by the conditions, in each of the Classes A, B and C designs
were invited for (1) an end or semi-detached house; (2) an ordinary * terrace ™
house of 18 feet frontage, and [(8) a long-fronted house one room deep only; and
in order to test their architectural capacity the competitors were asked to design
them in groups. Class D is intended to be erected mainly in country districts. It
is considered that the various classes will include all types of houses required for
the working classes throughout the country, both urban and rural.

The points which the Committeec of Selection have borne in mind are the
following :—

(1) Adequate size of rooms.

(2) Convenience of arrangements.

(3) A satisfactory architectural treatment, having regard to the English tradition

of cottage building.

(4) Reasonable economy in design.

With regard to (1), it is considered that a living-room should not be of less than
180 feet area. The scullery should be large enough for the usual domestic operations,
including cooking where gas is available. It should not, however, be suitable for
meals. The parlour should be of sufficient area to allow of the usual furniture,
including a piano, A minimum height of 8 feet is suggested. The principal bedroom
should not be of less than 160 feet area, and the second and third bedrooms should
be as large as practicable, having regard to the possibility of there being several
children of each sex in one family.

As to (2), it is judged to be desirable that the living room and scullery should
be in direct communication. The larder should be readily accessible from the
seullery. The bath should be in an enclosed space in order to ensure privacy, and
should have hot and cold water supply. In the case of the better-class houses, the
bath is probably better placed upstairs, though this involves some extra expense in
water services, ete. An exception, however, must be made in the case of mining
districts, where the bathroom must of necessity be placed on the ground floor with
as ready access as possible from an entrance, preferably that at the rear. Coals and
w.c. should be aceessible, if possible, under cover.

In each of the Classes A, B and C a house of 18 feet frontage was asked for.
The competition, however, is considered to have shown that in the case of the house
with a parlour this frontage is too restricted, and that the minimum width of frontage
for such houses should be fixed at 20 feet.

As to (3), it is felt that a satisfactory architectural treatment is of great importance
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so far as the limitations of expense will allow, and that this may be attained without
elaboration, but simply by careful grouping of the houses, study of the design and
spacing of windows, ete. This aspect of the problem is more fully dealt with on a
subsequent page.

With regard to (4), it is impossible at the present time to give any estimate of
the probable cost of the houses shown. The cubie contents of each house are stated
on the drawings, but it is impossible to say what is the present advance on pre-war
rates.

Generally speaking, it is felt that although many able designs have been sub-
mitted nothing very original or revolutionary has resulted from the competition.
Nevertheless, a great deal of useful information has been received. The competition,
too, has led to a widespread interest and study of the whole problem of the design and
construction of these cottages. It is the intention of the Local Government Board
to erect a few typical cottages for experimental purposes, and this, it may be claimed,
is an important step towards preparing the way for a really satisfactory solution of
the problem of housing the working classes immediately conditions allow.

In any discussion of the principles of cottage design it is well to realise at the out-
set that the planning of a cottage very largely resolves itself into the skilful adjusting of
certain contending interests, or, in other words, into the making of a compromise. A
cottage is a structural device in which certain opposing influences are balanced.
It is not a question merely of the ancient struggle between cost and size, though this,
the oceasional antagonism between a man’s means and his wants, plays its part in the
planning of the cottage, as indeed it does in other departments of architecture and in
the wider fields of general social economies. Like most other buildings a cottage is
subject to certain limitations, and these are chiefly three in number—moderate rental,
moderate size and modesty of requirements. We may look upon a cottage as the
home of a working-class family of limited means and of sufficient self-respect to be
desirous of paying its rent without either undue encroachment on income or undue
reliance on subsidy. It may seem unreasonable to press these points, but there are
certain enthusiasts among housing reformers who are prone to advise that it is not
desirable to be unduly fettered by questions of cost and size, and others who urge that
cost and size should at onee give way before considerations of health, comfort and that
proper pride which looks for the expansion rather than the curtailment of the cottager’s
needs. Health, comfort and general amelioration should have the primary claim on
the cottage architect’s attention. Anything unhygienic, anything uncomfortable is
inadmissible. But cost and size, which mean rent and convenience, are also things
that need to be considered with respect, and in any case if there is still to be sought
some deviee which will give a worker of moderate means the maximum of comfort,
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health and amelioration with the minimum of increased outlay—in other words, if
there is still to be an accepted meaning in the word * cottage "—then it is worth while
to seck a solution of the genuine cottage problem. That problem, we may be satis-
fied, is not one of unlimited expansion, but of the skilful adjustment of the contending
forces. The solution of such a problem is a perfectly worthy one, and in publishing
the results of the competitions it is desired to point out that the necessity of balancing
cost against requirements has been kept strictly in view ; also the Tact has not been
lost sight of that certain other antagonistic eonsiderations have to be balanced with
equal nicety if the perfeet cottage is to be the end achieved.

It may be indicated in connection with this competition that, in endeavouring
to discover the perfectly planned cottage in each respective t ype, it was necessary to
pass over many very interesting designs on the ground that their interest was due to
attractions of a subsidiary, incidental, or exceptional kind, and it may even be
complained that the premiated schemes exhibit on the whole the dullness of mediocrity
rather than the sparkle of genius. This is natural in a competition for perfeet types :
but it is hoped that in the preparation of actual housing schemes there will be found
opportunity for features of incidental and local interest which would scarcely have
been acceptable or permissible in standard types.

To seeure a competition it was necessary to establish a basis on which competitors
could: work. That basis took the form of the set of conditions set forth above ; and
the promoters of the competition are perfectly aware that the conditions themselves
are open to criticism. There are many and various views as to what is required in
a cottage. It is impossible to harmonise all these views; for one reason, because
different classes of tenants and different districts of England take divergent views
as to requirements. It is therefore with no sense of failure, but rather with an
inereased sense of the complexity of the problem, that certain features are held out
as capable of improvement even in those designs which most worthily received the
honours of suceess in the various classes.

To take an example already referred to. The conditions preseribed that in the
grouped houses in Classes A and B there should be one house of 18 feet frontage,
The experience of the competition served to prove in a most useful way that this
frontage, though just workable in Class A (whieh has three bedrooms but no parlour),
is inadvisably narrow for Class B (which has a parlour). The problem, it is true,
has been courageously dealt with by the competitors, but the results have convineed
the assessors that in practice the sacrifices made to secure sucecess are too great.

The conditions discouraged, without forbidding, the introduction of * back-
additions.” Such additions simplify, it is true, the problem of the Class B house of
narrow frontage, and on the whole the conclusion has been come to that it so narrow
a width is ever essential for this type of house the back-addition is a regrettable
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necessity, The chief objection to the back-addition is, of course, that, besides
increasing cost by failing to include everything under one main roof, it has a tendency
to overshadow, or at least to cut off oblique light from, the window of the room,
whether parlour or living room, which comes nearest to it. Another ohjection
when the back addition is of two storeys is that the tenants are deprived of much
of their privacy. Moreover, the appearance of sink-wastes, w.c. doors, &ec., as a
frame to the view of the garden is, to say the least, objectionable. Probably the
design placed first in the South Wales Area is as good as any example of the solution
of the 18-foot house, Class B, by means of a back addition.

Some housing specialists in expressing their views upon ideal cottage planning
make a specially strong point of the efficient lighting and ventilation of the stair-
cases, and have set up as their standard the desirability of having window-, not
sky-light illumination for every flight of stairs. While sympathising with the
principle laid down, it is realised that this is rather a counsel of perfection. In an
end house the staircase window is an attainable as well as a desirable advantage,
but in the intermediate houses, and especially in the * terrace ” house of narrow
frontage, it is sometimes impossible to devise a window to the staircase or the upper
landing without an altogether undue sacrifice of space needed for other vital purposes.
Here the principle of compromise again comes in, and while admitting that the
designs criticised on this head would be the better for staircase windows, it must be
said that the introduetion of such a feature in all these designs might be made at too
great a sacrifice. In two instances (Northern, Class C, 1st premium ; and Midland,
Class B, 1st premium) the elevations show that the staircases are in reality better
lighted than would appear from the plans. Four designs—Northern, Class C, 1st;
Northern, Class B, 1st; Midland, Class A, 1st; and South-West, Class B, 1st—
have made the mistake of introducing too many winders in the staircases, thus
hindering the ascent of furniture and the deseent of a coffin.

As already hinted, much debate arises about the question of bath accommo-
dation. Some experienced authorities are in favour of placing the bath upstairs,
others go the length of wishing to place the w.c. upstairs also. From the point of
view of economie planning, it is naturally found that the placing of both upstairs
accords very conveniently with the houses of Class C. In this type, as only two
bedrooms are called for, there is not so large a proportion of accommodation upstairs
(in relation to that below stairs) as prevails in Class A, or still more in Class B.
Accordingly it is a relief to the planner to place upstairs, and-withdraw from below
stairs, the area represented by the w.c. and bath. Regarding the matter in its
domestic aspect, it may be admitted that the privacy and consequent decency of the
upstairs arrangement has much to be said in its favour, also the question of disposal
of bedroom slops is simplified by this system ; but, on the other hand, the hot water
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supply is apt to become an expense unless the bath room is very nearly over the
kitchen range ; and in districts such as mining counties, where the men of the family
come home in need of a wash, it is better to provide the bath near the point of entry
to the house, instead of at a distance. It is obvious that a bath wholly unscreened
in a scullery which is so narrow as to be only a passage, and which, being the only
access to the back door, has necessarily to serve as a passage, is not desirable,
Several designs are open to eriticism on this point. In many cases the bath,
it is true, is placed more or less in a recess, but in such instances as the
narrow house in South-West, Class B, second, and Home Counties, Class B,
first, it would be difficult to secure privacy. The designer of Northern,
Class A, second, has a swinging curtain device which seems to us more ingenious
than practical.

Akin to the bath problem is that of the w.c. Health demands that it should
not be immediately adjacent to the larder, and that it should be efficiently ventilated ;
decency suggests that the approach to it should not be unduly obvious either to
the neighbours or to visitors, and though it is impossible in a small house to prevent
the discharge of the cistern from being heard in most of the rooms, there is force
in the objections levelled at the authors of three designs (South-West, Class C, first ;

Manchester and Liverpool, Class A, first; and South Wales, Class B, second) for
separating the w.c. from the living room or from the parlour merely by a 41 inch
brick wall on which in the last named the cistern would be fixed. Similarly, a w.c.
window looking into the front porch (South Wales, Class B, first) is rather an offence
against good manners. From the purely sanitary point of view there is no better
arrangement than a w.c. placed with its door on the back wall and lighted and
ventilated by a fanlight over the door (or even by a short door) as is the case probably
with several of the South Wales plans, but the necessity for going out of doors exposed
to weather and perhaps to the view of neighbours counterbalances this and makes
the arrangement undesirable. .

The position of the sink out of the way of draughts is a point of minor
importance. Proximity toa window is essential, and in the case of the smaller seul-
leries, proximity to the back door is almost unavoidable. Regard must also be had
to the fact that fresh air near a sink is of more value than stagnant air. Distani
position would seem to be a greater disadvantage. Northern, Class A, first, and,
in a less degree, South-West, Class B, first, might be eriticised on this point. Some
designers, such as the two first just mentioned, have placed the sink near the
front entrance. This raises the question of drainage. One or two good designs
are rather spoiled by apparently requiring drainage points both at the front and
the back of the houses. This involves either a front as well as a back drain, which
is costly, or a pipe under the floor. The latter is perhaps the less evil, but it is
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regrettable, and should be as far as possible avoided. Moreover, a remote position
of the sink may involve an extension (and inereased cost) of the water services.

The right placing of the larder is a point which, apparently small, has a Jarge
importance. It is a great temptation to a planner to fit in this small apartment
in any space which is available, but it is obvious on consideration that such a treat-
ment of the home of the food stores is inadvisable. Its aspeet, to begin with, must
not be west or south, nor must it be close to the heat of the range, or of the copper
or gas fire. Again, it must not be so placed as to draw air supply from the w.e.
Twenty of the designs come under eriticism in one way or another for defects in
this respect. Some place the larder under the stairs, a bad place as a rule for various
reasons, unless very good through wventilation is secured—for a good through
draught in a larder is often as valuable as an outside window. Many have wrong
aspects, others approach too closely to sourees of heat or of contamination. Opinion
is somewhat divided as to the ideal position. It is by some thought to be a mistake
to let the larder open into the living room, but as the living room is the dining room
there seems to be some advantage in this, provided that it is not too distant from
the scullery.

Some designs have, it will be seen, allowed too small a floor area for some of
the bedrooms; and there are cases in which, though the area prescribed in the con-
ditions has been secured, the shape of the room is such as not to admit of the
convenient arrangement of the bed or beds.

In conclusion, a few special ecomments are offered on points of detail in the
seleeted designs.®

Home CouNTIES.

Class A, First Premium (Courtenay M. Crickimer).—Additional cupboards might
be introduced with advantage. The position of the bath in two of the houses
involves too great a length of piping. This plan also illustrates the minor defect
mentioned above—viz., drainage points on both sides of the house. In this case
probably a drain under the floor would be the solution of the difficulty. In the
18-foot house the shifting of the partition between the bedrooms, bringing it
further forward, would be an advantage.

Class A, Second Premium (F. C. W. Barrelt).—The stairs in the two centre
houses start from the scullery. The disadyantage of this is that the steam of washing
is apt to ascend to the bedrooms unless there is (a) a door at the foot of the stairs,
or (b) efficient steam wventilation. The shortage of wall space for shelves in the
scullery could probably be obviated by shifting the living room door.

* Some of the designs here published are not identieal with the plans as submitted in the ccmpetition,

having been, at the suggestion of the judges, amended in certain details so as to improve their value as
specimen solutions of the problem under consideration,
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Class B, First Premium (Alfred Cox).—No. 2 house has an unpleasantly long
dark passage, and the defect is accentuated by the absence of light on the upper part
of thf: staircase. The design illustrates the before-mentioned difficulties of securing
sufficient space in the 18-foot house, for the scullery is eramped and overcrowded.
The bath is unscreened, and it is difficult to see how it could be screened. These
defects, as suggested above, are due more to the problem itself than to the
designer.

Class B, Second Premium (Courtenay M. Crickmer).—In these plans we have
a modified instance of the back-addition plan and consequent relief, and the scul-
leries are further relieved by placing the baths upstairs, but the spaece is still a little
cramped in the narrow house.

Class C, First Premium (Courtenay M, Crickmer).—These designs are on very
similar lines to the last named, and the same remarks are applicable.

Class C, Second Premium (C. Wontner Smith).—In two of the houses the pariour
(as well as the scullery) opens out of a lobby which is part of the living room. As
a rule we object to the parlour being entered only by passing through the living
room from the front door. The baths in this design are unsereened. There is a
covered-way back addition containing w.c. and coals. It 1s small, and does not
unduly overshadow the parlour window.

Class D, First Premium (John A. W. Grant).—The plan is on practical and
eonvenient lines, but the effect might be made more interesting, and the treatment
of the windows is slightly too large in scale for the cottage.

Class D, Second Premium (W. R. Mosley).—The route to the coal cellar and w.c.
is rather exposed, and it may be doubted if the cottage would be very economical
to construct. Its proportions and general appearance would be pleasing.

MaxcHESTER AND LivErPoOL AREA.

Class A, First Premium (H. L. North).—In cottage No. 2 the bath is not con-
veniently placed, and in No. 3 the route from the living room to the seullery should
be more direct; a revision of the plans in these respects would effect an improve-
ment in them.

Class B, First Premium (Briggs & Thornely).—A very carefully studied design,
but with long passages in houses 2 and 3 that are somewhat extravagant of space.
The numerous breaks in walls and roofs would also increase the cost.

Class C, First Premium (Halliday, Paterson & Agate).—The difficulty of planning
in the ease of the narrow-fronted house has necessitated an outbuilding that seriously
reduces the light to the scullery. The roof construction and numerous dormers

would make this portion of the work somewhat costly.
Class C, Second Premium (H. L. North).—In No. 2 cottage the bath is very
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uncomfortably placed, and the position of the scullery wastes, discharging as they
do just below the living room window, is undesirable.

NORTHERN AREA.

Class A, First Premium (J. Hervey Rutherford).—In this design, as in several
others, No. 1 house is the same as No. 2 except that No. 1 takes advantage on both
floors of the possibility of additional windows. The little eupboard window in
No. 8 house, though practically level with the floor, affords a useful means of getting
a through current of ventilation in the large bedroom. The bedroom dormers are
rather too high, the sills being 5 feet from the floor.

Class A, Second Premium (Alex. Inglis).—There is a nice straightforwardness
about this plan and elevation. As in the previous design, houses No. 1 and No. 2
are of the same planning except as regards additional windows in No. 1. Itis to be
assumed that the centre part of the roof over these two houses is a flat, measuring
about 18 feet by 9 feet. It is a pity that this could not be obviated. The staircase
porches do not seem quite in harmony with the rest of the elevation.

Class B, First Premium (Alew. T. Scott).—The well-lighted landing on the first
floor of No. 8 house would be a pleasant feature, but it is rather wasteful of space.

Class B, Second Premium, and Class C, First Premium (both by Knowles, Oliver
& Leeson).— These two designs by the same firm have several features in common,
the elevations being in the same style. As pointed out elsewhere, the dormer
treatment, though valuable in Class C, has its disadvantages (on grounds of expense)
in Class B. There is no reason why the projecting back porch—or scullery extension
—in the centre house (called No. 2) should not he roofed by a prolongation of the
main roof rather than by a flat. The end elevation of the Class C design is happier
than that of Class B—a short length of roofing ended with a hip at one extremity
and with a gable at the other never looks well. This designer favours large parlours
—almost as large as the living rooms. A special range of combined functions is
here suggested for the living rooms.

Class C, Second Premium (Alex. T. Scott).—In this design a gable or a half-hip
would make a dormer unnecessary in the centre house.

Class D, Second Premium (R. E. Hastewell).—There seems to be a little waste
of space in this design. The ridge is at the same height throughout, though the
upper story only covers half of each house. The elevations are rather unsuccessful,
and it is doubtful whether the flush bow windows of the living rooms are worth the
expense they would involve.

SouTH-WEST AREA.

Class A, First Premium (H. L. Thornely & Rooke).—In the narrow-fronted house
of this design the bath is unduly deprived of ventilation and light. The long-fronted
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house is unduly long. There is a regrettable length of passage upstairs; and it
must be borne in mind that every additional yard of frontage occupied means more
sewerage, more roadway and more paving.

Class A, Second Premium (H. Heathman).—The prineipal defect in this design
is in the placing of the bath in the seullery, and in so planning the scullery that it
is the sole passage way to the coals, w.c. and larder. In the long-fronted house
the stair ascends from the living room, an arrangement that should be avoided if
possible, and which in this case makes a very awkwardly shaped recess.

Class B, First Premium (H. L. Thornely & Rooke).—The narrow-fronted terrace-
house is an able solution of the parlour cottage with so narrow a frontage as 18 feet.
The long-fronted house is too long, and with its staircase planned in the rear 1s an
uneconomical plan. '

Class B, Second Premium (H. Heathman).—This is an excellent design, but
with the bath so placed in the seullery many difficulties have been evaded which
were attacked by the winner of the first premium.

Class C, First Premiumn (W. A. Greenen).—A very excellent design, but spoiled
by projecting the larder or w.c. into what is naturally the space of the living
room.
Class C, Second Premium (W. Ravenscroft).—This design is unnecessarily cut up
both in elevation and in plan. The narrow-fronted terrace house is a good solution
having regard to the 18-foot frontage. The placing of the bath in the scullery is a
defect in the plan.

Class D, First Premium (Chas. Cole).—A very economical and simple solution
- of the problem. -

SourH WALES AREA.

Class A, First Premium (J. A. Hallam).—The device by which the designer
has endeavoured to make up for the shortage of space in the large bedroom of the
18-foot house is unsatisfactory. Such a bay window is expensive in itself, and
works in very badly with the roof. The sculleries are somewhat eramped, and
in the centre and end houses connect with the living room through the front lobby—
not a good arrangement.

Class A, Second Premium (Johnson & Richards).—It should be noted that the
narrow-fronted cottages are not designed as part of a group, as if they were so built
the roofs would not take quite the form indicated. Here, again, the connection
with the scullery through the front lobby is open to eriticism; the advantage of
having only one door to the living room does not compensate for the drawbacks of
this plan. The unequal gable on the end elevation would be rather unhappy in

effect.
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Class A, Hon. Mention (Thomas A. Bevan).—This design is very well worked
out, and only fails in one or two small details. The bath in the end cottage is in
rather an exposed position, and the first-floor landings in this and the centre cottages
somewhat eramped, making it difficult to move furniture or a coffin.

Class B, First Premium (Johnson & Richards).—This again exemplifies the
necessity for at least some back addition if the problem of the 18-foot house is to
be satisfactorily solved. We condemn the coal store placed in the living room,
and there are objections to the rather distant open-air approach to the w.e. The
cottages are intended to be specimens of each type rather than a group.

Class B, Second Premium (A. Ll. Thomas & Gomer Morgan).—This design
shares with several others the objection that when the unscreened bath in the
scullery is in use no access can be had to back door, coals, w.c. or larder. In the
narrow-fronted house the route to the w.e. is rather exposed, while in the end house
it would be preferable to make the door to the scullery open out of the living room
instead of the entrance hall.

Class C, First Premium (Johnson & Richards).—The remarks on the design in
Class B by the same authors apply to this also.

Class C, Second Premium (C. A. Broadhead).—The advantages of the hopper-
pane device, of which the designer makes a special feature, are doubtful. The
elevations are not worthy of the plans.

Class D, First Premium (Johnson & Richards).—The access to scullery from
living room is too tortuous, and calls for improvement. The treatment of the roofing
with varied pitch would not be very happy, though less noticeable if the cottages
were built in pairs.

Class D, Second Premium (A. F. Webb).—The entrance porch forms a pleasant
feature, and the plan is generally well arranged and the building groups well. The
wide roof is perhaps a little extravagant, the living-room fireplace awkwardly placed,
and the scullery a trifle eramped.

MipLaxp AREA.

Class A, First Premium (Stockdale Harrison & Sons).—With the boiler adjoining
the larder in the narrow-fronted house the larder wall would become very hot.
The bath in the seullery, designed as a passage to larder, w.c. and coals, is objectionable.
It is doubtful if five feet to slope of ceilings in one side of all bedrooms is advisable.
The flat roof on end blocks is unsatisfactory. The elevations are an exceedingly
good example of Georgian design.

Class A, Second Premiwm (N. B. Robertson).—In the long-fronted house the
scullery is separated from the living room, an arrangement which is not considered
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good; this and the larder opening out of the living room are defeets in what otherwise
is an exceedingly good design. _

Class B, First Premium (Stockdale Harrison & Sons).—The verandah treatment
is unfortunate. It would unduly darken the living rooms, and the w.c.’s would
hinder the use of the verandahs as pleasant resorts.

Class B, Second Premium (F. W. C. Gregory).—The difficulties of the problem
in the narrow-fronted terrace house are got over by using a back addition. The
long-fronted house shows a good plan.

Class C, First Premium (F. W. C. Gregory).—The remarks applied to the design
under Class B, Second Premium, apply also to this design.

Class C, Second Premium (Stockdale Harrison & Sons).—The narrow-fronted
house is too involved and expensive. The living room in the long-fronted house
is too narrow for good proportion—the verandah at the back would bloek out much
of the light, especially in view of the shape of the long room.

Class D, First Premium (Cleland |& Hairwood).—A good design, but had the
bath been given a separate bathroom it would have been improved.

NoTE ox DorRMERS.

On the general subject of elevations it is not desired to make much comment,
except that in selecting designs for premiums the Assessors have avoided those
schemes which relied for attractiveness on any features involving additional expense
either in initial outlay or in upkeep. There is one point, however, upon which it
seems desirable to express some opinion. Is it or is it not desirable to introduce
‘dormers ? For the dormer it may be urged that it is a deviee (very prevalent in
old cottages) which enables use to be made of roof space which otherwise would
be wasted. Another argument in the dormer’s favour is that where it is not used
economy of space and material calls for a flat-pitched roof, and a low-pitehed roof
means in some localities either a roof which will not throw off the water or a roof
made of the ugliest of materials. On the whole, weighing one consideration against
another, it may be said that some types of plan call for the dormer treatment as an
eeonomy, while others do not. The main argument against the use of dormers is,
of course, that they involve the expense of additional valleys, ridges and cheeks.
which mean in most cases plumber’s work, and possibly plumber’s repairs; but
these objections may sometimes be outweighed by considerations of waste of' space,
and it appears, for example, that there may be good reason for resorting to dormers
in the ease of houses of Class C (two bedrooms only). In these houses there is,
roughly speaking, less accommodation required upstairs than downstairs, and a
most natural solution of the planner’s problem is to take advantage of the diminished
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upstairs requirements by fitting the rooms into a space narrowed by the slope of
the roof. Mr. Crickmer’s premiated designs illustrate this tendency, for while his
A and B schemes are dormerless he resorts to the use of simple dormers in his design
for Class C. In other words, his eaves are 16 feet above the ground floor level in
Classes A and B, while for Class C he lowers this dimension to 12 feet on the front
elevation and 8 feet on the back.

'GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES
AND OTHERS.

1. The first step should be the appointment of a competent and thoroughly
qualified architect, who should advise on all questions, including the site, general
lay-out of the area to be developed, as well as the design and character of the houses
to be erected. A special scale of charges applicable to work of this nature has been
drawn up by the Royal Institute of British Architects.

2. Schemes should be prepared on town planning lines and with due regard to
the proper planning and development of the neighbourhood. This general outline
plan should be submitted in every case where the local authorities require relaxa-
tions in the by-laws respecting roads or buildings.

3. The number of houses to the acre should not exceed twelve in urban [and
eight in rural areas, and where the site is adequate it will be wise to reserve at least
10 per cent. for open spaces before the number of houses is determined.

4. Houses should be built in blocks of from two to eight. On the grounds of
amenity and economy back roads should be avoided, and separate access to the
rear should be provided either by the adoption of the semi-detached type or by the
formation of passage ways through the blocks,

5. The distance between the fronts of the houses should, in general, be at least
70 feet.

6. It is considered that the minimum frontage for each house should be 18 feet
(or 20 feet in the case of parlour cottages), and that projecting additions in the rear
should be avoided as far as possible.

7. Entrances, both front and back, should be provided with lobbies.

8. The living room and principal bedroom should be of ample size, and the
parlour should be of sufficient area to accommodate the usual furniture, including
a piano, The scullery should be large enough for the usual domestic operations,
and should allow of cooking where gas is available, but should not be arranged for
meals, ete,
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9. Eight feet will be found the most suitable height for the rooms generally.

10. The importance of aspect cannot be too strongly emphasised, particularly
for the living room, which should be so placed as to obtain ample sunlight. In
order to secure this, it will be necessary in many instances to adopt a type of plan
which allows of windows on two opposite sides of the room, such as are shown in
the wide-fronted houses of the designs illustrated in this volume.

11. As much variety as possible should be secured in the design of the houses,
but this should be by grouping and general form rather than by the introduction
of unnecessary features or varied materials. Any standardisation which may be
contemplated with a view to economy should be limited to doors, windows, fittings,
ete., rather than to the general design of the houses.

12. Special attention should be given to the external design of the houses with
a view to securing a pleasing and harmonious appearance. The materials used
should be of the simplest and most inexpensive nature, but particular care should
be taken that these are of good colour and texture, and suitable to the locality.

NOTE RESPECTING GROUPING OF HOUSES AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS.

The three types of houses, though shown as grouped in the plans, need not necessarily
be grouped together : No. 1, designed as the end house of a terrace, is also suilable for
ereclion in pairs semi-detached. No. 2, an ordinary terrace house with a frontage of
18 feet, may be erected in blocks. No. 3, a terrace house occupying a wider frontage and
only one room deep, is intended for erection in positions where  satisfuctory aspect for
the living room cannot be otherwise obtained, and for sloping sites where the erection of
No. 2 would involve waste on account of the fall of the ground.
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Courtenay M. Crickmer.

1. Home Couwties Anwea : Crass A, Fiest PrEMrom.
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F. C. W. Barrett.
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H. L. North (Llanfairfechan).

31



FrEGa0y LTV NIV E =
OO TRED T

vyl vr
ABARY 7ABT WS YMIGy ! SO AT per sspan
R gy 2l L‘w....wnw.wm{w
%fﬁ-mhn anar Jup Cfuf
A 7 o w anbeated sl
Y fupmr 23y Fupey s ey . ooy
500 wtem & Furiscd suncr - walf gl
wragl” 3 P =
Dy e d e
, e SN P
g jrivey o H&ﬂ!@ﬁ%
AL 0 sakey 0w pAREIP S
g e Fgireg jepg - Sy den] L)
g & v rary A
FoGe e LI Rare] RIS ol
Apovatir  progjrens
o Ry Pt feall BRRT b ooM
PRI &wxn_k.. UG feiy W g
Agmy o paened 5 dwr pre faes g
Ao 00 Tymag smmeei? AT o dpen Singrn TreH

Geaply

‘WNINEY] ONOJES 'Y S8V ! YEHY TOOJHHAI] ONY SHISSHIKYIY ‘A

: Sl =n
M N00TS LIS M

wm--.w o

1 0 101

S92

IOV SRV TINITNCAC A
VUV T004IAITY YILSTHINYI




V. MancrpsTER avD LivERPooL Anea : Crass A, Seconp PrEMIUM.

K. L. Collingwood.
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