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RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS AND YOUTH 33

14 and 30 years of age. While its interests are mainly missionary, it
has social and recreational activities at frequent intervals, and according
to the needs of the members of particular groups, gymnastic classes,
swimming, rambling, ete., are organised, as well as the more serious
activities connected with study and work for the missionary enterprise.
This movement is widespread over the country, with strong represen-
tation in Yorkshire (63 branches) and London (50 branches). Its
members are anxious to co-operate and not overlap with other organisa-
tions in an area (e.g. the Girls’ Friendly Society), and for this purpose
it has had various conferences to see where its work could best be
extended. A similar organisation for younger members is the League
of Ropeholders, with 250 branches.

We cannot leave the question of the work of the Churches in the
provision of leisure-time facilities for young people without reference to
the Suxpay Scmoon Ustons. While the Sunday School work, as such,
is outside the scope of the survey, yet in many areas the week-night
activities connected with the Sunday School provide the bulk of the
opportunities for the leisure hours. The Sunday School Union works to
develop the whole personality—the scholars’ spiritual, moral, and
physical welfare, The Girls' Life Brigade is closely associated with
the National Sunday School Union. Many Unions organise an Eisteddfod
and Exhibition, in which music and handicrafts play a prominent part.
The Choral Committee organises a national competition for Sunday
Schools on “ religion in song.” All these activities involve preparation,
which occupies the leisure of many young people during the week as
well as at the afternoon Sunday School.

The Sunday School Union is interdenominational, but it is most
active in the Free Churches. The Church of England has its own Sunday
School Union. The Church of England Sunday School Institute pub-
lishes a children's magazine, Jack and Jill, and in connection with this
& Children’s Society known as the Order of St Christopher is run. This
Order, with its junior and senior sections, links up groups of young
people in various churches, and for those who are not members of a
group, although they belong to the Order, a “ Help-One-Another Club
is open. A correspondence page every month keeps the young people
in touch with club activities, and competitions and group contests are
arranged, including painting, drawing, collecting, handwork, puzzles,
story-writing, verse-making, ete. '

The Romaw Carnoric CHURCHES have numerous associations with
week-night meetings, but the main emphasis is on the spiritual welfare
of the young people and the due observance of religious duties. The
Sodality of the Children of Mary, for example, involves a religious meeting
once & week, but in many cases it is followed by a friendly hour, per-
haps in their own library, and socials, rambles, and other activities
are organised at frequent intervals,

The Catholic Women's League is eager to develop the Club move-
ment amongst Catholic girls, and in some seven or eight towns recrea-
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shire, the cotton towns of Lancashire, and the potteries of Staffordshire,
young people have continued to explore the surrounding moors and hills
on foot, strenuously resisting any attempted encroachment on their right
to tramp over the countryside.

Swimming is another activity which is greatly increasing in popu-
larity, only bounded by the opportunities offered in the local swimming
baths or by proximity to the sea. Local authorities are being pressed
to extend these facilities, and so soon as swimming baths are opened
the membership increases in large numbers. This is fostered both by
the training given to school children and by the general custom of allow-
ing reduced fees to youth organisations and societies. Sports Associations
of various kinds are demanding increased facilities for organised games,
and the National Playing Fields Association? is agitating for better and
more extensive playing fields, especially in the industrial towns of the
country (see the Annual Report of the National Playing Fields Associa-
tion, 1833-34). For young people between 14 and 18 athletic associa-
tions are encouraged whenever there is a local J.0.C. or Union, Other-
wise, unless a hockey or netball league is run in connection with Church
clubs or Works® clubs, girls do not as a rule organise spontaneously for
outdoor games.

There are indications in many parts of the country of the growing
popularity of camping, not only in organised camp holidays (e.g. Girl
Guides, Clubs, etc.), but by small groups of girls and youths who take
advantage of the cheap facilities offered within reach of some of the large
industrial towns; for example, many young people go out from Leeds
to Otley and Ilkley. Tents can be hired for two shillings per week-end.

Choral and Orchestral Societies are active in many parts of the
country, and while on the whole, by reason of high fees, membership is
drawn from the salaried workers or the leisured members of the com-
munity, choirs are also a popular activity in connection with many
other groups, e.g. the Sunday School Union and the Rechabites organise
loeal Musical Festivals. The Co-operative Guild has choral societies,
and certain Trade Unions have choirs for the wives and daughters of
their members, e.g. the National Union of Railwaymen at Rugby. Many
schools now have their orchestral and choral societies, thus encouraging
the desire for music amongst young people. The National Federation
of Musical Festivals stimulates the organisation of local Festivals all
over the country, some of which have won fame for their high standard
of musical performance. (The encouragement of music in Clubs is
described in Part I1. Sec. 1. v.)

In Wales the popularity of Choral Societies is traditionally great,
and the value of the Eisteddfod in the national life is an acknowledged
fact. Local Dramatic Societies or Amateur Theatricals, like choral
societies, are often confined to the business or professional members of
the community, but the work of the British Drama League and the Arts

! In co-operation since 1028 with the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, which is just
coming to the end of an allocstion of £200,000,
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be sent for to the publicity departments in Hollywood, and the eager
devotees fashion their dress as nearly as possible on that of their favourite
actresses.

It is difficult to estimate how much recreation is found in reading
at home or listening to wireless programmes. Librarians in many parts
of the country are concerned at the lack of guidance given to adolescents
(see The Library Assistant, Beptember-December 1934). Libraries have
special departments for junior and for adult readers, but only a few
have separate adolescent departments. Many librarians give great
attention to the training of school children in the use of a library ;
some have children’s corners for reading; some arrange demonstra-
tion-lectures while the children are still at school; many are planning
definitely to lead the adolescent gradually from the juvenile section
proper to appropriate books in the adult library. But many workers
among young people feel that at the critical age of 14 when most children
leave school further guidance is needed in the selection of books from
the adult section of the library. There are indications of a great
falling off in reading at that age, although, since differentiation is
seldom made, no general statistics are available. An investigation in
Liverpool showed a larger drop in the reading of girls than of boys
(see Survey of Merseyside, vol. iii.). In Walthamstow, where an In-
termediate Department has been set up for some years, the scheme
has been reported to be an unqualified success. There is a general
daily average circulation of 238 volumes. An analysis of the issues
recorded gave 71-6 per cent. as recreational, while 88,436 of the books
borrowed were definitely instructional (see 4 Five Years’ Erperiment
in Intermediate Reading : Walthamstow Public Libraries, 1924-29).
Other libraries, e.gy. Coventry and Dagenham, have experimented in an
effort to provide for the reading needs of young people. Some have
also given hospitality to wireless discussion groups, but these appeal
to older members rather than te young people. The part played by
club libraries in helping to bridge this gap and in training young people
in the choice of books is described later (see Part 11. Sec. I, mv).

Whist iz another form of recreation whose popularity is reported in
many parts of the country, but the social atmosphere of the Whist
Drives organised by commerecial enterprise, as well as the offer of tempt-
ing prizes, would seem to be more popular amongst older women, and
few young girls are attracted. 'They rather favour the dance-halls,
which vary in type from the “ Sixpenny Hop " to the more expensive
“Grand Dance.” In some parts of the country social workers have
reported the potential evils of the dance-halls attached to public-houses,
or of the “ Roadhouses" on the main roads outside the towns,
especially when a motor-cycle ride or an organised char-a-bane trip is
added to the thrills of the evening.

Another movement which is receiving great publicity is that of the
League of Health and Beauty, organised on a commercial basis and
attracting large numbers in several of the bigger towns. With a charge
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set, the ages vary between 14 and 18 for the most part. The average
membership per club is between 20 and 30, but one reaches a total
of 275.

A diversity of tastes and needs is catered for, and winter activities
include physical training, country dancing, lectures (to which outsiders
are sometimes invited), reading circles, craft work and dramatic per-
formances. In summer, contact is maintained with the old scholars
by means of rambles, cycling, and other forms of outdoor sport. An
interesting feature has been the production of plays in order to raise
money for outside purposes, such as a Drinking Fountain for the village.
The spirit of service is being inculeated, and co-operation with other
organisations brought about by such activities as entertainment of the
Women's Institute or of the old folk in the village, and working with
other groups for the promotion of fétes. Welfare Committees in various
parts of the county support the clubs, both financially and with service
where necessary.!

In London there is a similar Association of Old Scholars’ Clubs
organised voluntarily by the head teachers of elementary schools. There
are some 250 of these clubs meeting generally once a week in the schools,
which are provided free of charge by the London County Couneil.

In the country generally Federations of Old Scholars’ Clubs are not
common. Many Local Education Authorities look with sympathy on the
efforts of school teachers to run Old Scholars’ Clubs, but they have no
official knowledge of their existence. In response to enquiries of some
48 Local Education Authorities it was found that the majority know of
some Old Scholars’ Clubs meeting once a week, but a considerable number
were held in connection with Central Schools only. Kent and Lanca-
shire County Councils reported that they were successfully organised
in connection with Senior Schools all over the county. Many reported
sports activities run by old scholars of elementary schools, and some met
once a year only, for a Christmas party. The reorganisation of Senior
Schools has not given time in many areas for a tradition to grow up in
connection with the school, but many head teachers hope to build up a
flourishing club as the years go by.

The wvoluntary work of many school teachers is not confined to
Old Scholars’ Clubs. All over the country a number are giving service
of one kind or another to voluntary organisations. Where they offer
special ability in particular directions, e.g. handierafts, physical training,
folk dancing, musie, drama, their services are particularly appreciated.
It is perhaps expecting too much to ask a school teacher who has had
school work all day to run a club in the evening. It may be unwise as
a general rule to press the service of the school teacher as leader of a
club, since it is difficult for her to leave behind her completely the atmo-
sphere of the schoolroom. But her expert knowledge of particular sub-
jects is an invaluable aid to the club leader aiming at a high standard
in her educational and recreational classes.

! The Association has recently affilinted to the N.C.G.C.
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Evening Institute will visit the club if a class is held there, so that a
spirit of friendly co-operation between the Institute Head and the elub
leader exists. The great difficulty always lies in the necessity of keep-
ing up the numbers of the class to the required limit (varying from 14 for
most subjects, to 25 for certain classes), and ensuring that the necessary
numbers are ready to begin at the stipulated time. So often juveniles
are kept late at their work, or come home tired, that the effort to meet
the regulations in this respect is & source of anxiety to the club leader.
Many who would welcome a class of one hour beginning later in the
evening cannot guarantee the number for a two-hour class beginning
punctually at a specified time., In the same way many leaders are
ready to encourage their members to attend a course at the Evening
Institute, but the exacting nature of the times and the length of the
course (usually six hours a week for those under 18) make their task an
uphill one. Under the London County Council regulations one-hour
classes may be held in singing and physical exercises, but an instructor
is provided for these classes only when instruction is given in other sub-
jects of an educational character.

In Birmingham the Education Committee has for some time given
attention to the question of * the relationship of Evening Institutes and
club and other junior organisations with a view to reconciling and
furthering the aims of these two Institutions.” In July 1934, after con-
ferences between representatives of the Education Committee and Club
Organisations and Head Teachers of Evening Institutes, arrangements
were proposed whereby :

“(1) Clubs and other junior organisations will endeavour to avoid
fixing major club meetings on evenings on which (grouped
course) key subjects are taken in Evening Institutes,

“(2) The Education Committee will give authority for the estab-
lishment in approved cases of classes in Club premises.”

There are, however, certain conditions imposed in the establish-
ment of classes for Junior students in club premises, One of these
stipulates that any classes so formed must constitute part of a grouped
course, the remainder of which is attended by the students. The required
initial enrolment is about 25 students.

The Bristol Education Committee have worked out a scheme in
co-operation with the Juvenile Organisations Committee, which, while
aiming at certain standard requirements, avoids any rigid barrier. The
spirit underlying their proposals is seen in the preamble of their circular
to club leaders and others :

** It often happens that members of boys’ and girls' clubs and similar
organisations desire classes of an educational character, and while as
individuals they may not be prepared to attend the classes in Evening
Institutes, they would attend as a separate company on the club
premises.

** The Bristol Education Committee will be glad to co-operate with
club authorities in this matter, and to consider such arrangements as
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Other J.0.Cs. interpret their powers to aid youth organisations
in various ways. A common form of aid is grants to needy clubs
for equipment or towards the use of halls, Cardiff provides lectures
and talks and visits of observation. Portsmouth reports an item of
expenditure on the hire and carriage of films. Barrow-in-Furness has
a social centre and gymnasium with separate rooms for boys and girls
of 14 to 18 years. In 1933-34 the boys had 211 evenings, with a total
attendance of 17,720, and the girls had 91 evenings, with a total attend-
ance of 2535. The Loeal Edueation Authority has made an extra
grant towards the appointment of & woman organiser who will develop
the girls’ work. An inerease in the number of voluntary helpers is
reported.!
Development of leisure-time opportunities through the active co-
operation of club federations with the Education Committee (through
ite J.0.C.) can be illustrated by a study of the work of one active com-
mittee in detail. To take Southampton as an example, we find that the
Chairman and Secretary of the Federation of Girls’ Clubs take an active
share, with representatives from boys’ organisations, in the work of
the committee. The internal work of the J.0.C. is necessarily chiefly
administrative, working through the constituent union and federation.
One interesting feature of the organisation is the nature of its Advisory
Committees, which include an Educational Advisory Committee, with
the Secretary to the Education Committee in the Chair. Its terms of
reference are worth quoting in full ;
“(a) To survey and keep in touch with the educational work in
Juvenile Organisations.

“{b) To help in the expansion of such work when possible,

“(¢) To be responsible for any Educational developments in the
activities of the J.0.C.

“(d) To act as a link between the Juvenile Organisations and other
Eduecational bodies.

“(¢) To advise the J.0.C. and members of the J.O.C. on any .

matter appertaining to the above.”

It has discussed topics of such vital interest to clubs as Recruit-
ment of Leadership, Play Leadership in School Playgrounds, and educa-
tional visits by club parties. The Playing Fields for Girls Sub-Committee
has been specially appointed by the Executive to investigate the whole
question of playing-fields for girls (with the Chairman of the Girls’
Club Union as Chairman of the Committee). The Public Lands and
Markets Committee of the Borough Council met this Sub-Committee
and unanimously agreed to help in any way possible in providing facili-
ties as suggested. It had immediate practical resilts in the provision
of a tennis court and the promised reservation of more pitches in Public
Recreation Grounds for women and girls,

! There has been a substantial increase in the girls’ activities, evenings open, and
total attendance. The girls have their own holiday camp, and & loeal Union of Girls'
Clubs, under the auspices of the J.0.0.,, is in process of formation.

D
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and Social Services in Chesterfield  is issued by the Borough Welfare
Committee. York gives such a handbook to each school leaver. But
it is also true that many Committees are unable to keep their handbooks
up to date, owing to lack of funds or lack of ability to spare an official
to make the necessary survey.

Play Centres for Children of School Age.—Certain Education Author-
ities and a number of voluntary bodies in England and Wales conduct
Play Centres for Children of School Age. In some towns, centres are
run by both while in other towns the centres are jointly organised.

The Board of Education Report, 1934, shows that in 1932 to 1933
there were 178 Centres conducted by Local Education Authorities with
a total average attendance of 49,206 children, and 111 Centres
conducted by 22 voluntary bodies with a total average attendance
of 20,600. (“These figures do not include the numerous cases in
which school playgrounds are kept open after school hours or during
holidays, where less organised provision is made for games or other
activities.")

Co-operation between voluntary and statutory bodies in the
provision of Play Centres is achieved in many ways, eg. in Bradford
there are four Centres open two evenings weekly, providing for a
total of 1550 children between 7 and 14 years of age; the Principals
are paid by the Education Committee, but the Assistants are pro-
vided by the voluntary organisations. They are not open in the
holidays.

In Birmingham 9 Centres are provided by the Local Education
Authority and 17 by wvoluntary organisations, for children between
4 and 14. Five of these are open during the Christmas holidays, when
all arrangements are made by voluntary organisations. During the
summer holidays the Local Education Authority arranges for paid
Play leaders to be present in certain school playgrounds and recreation
grounds in order to organise games for school children.

Chester, which has three Play Centres run by the Education Com-
mittee, also opens a school playground during the summer holidays
with & paid organizer in charge.

In London the Centres are organised by a Voluntary Committee,
the Play Centres Committee, which was founded in 1905 and has developed
till to-day there are approximately 43 Centres (the number is subject
to variation) with an average at each Centre varying between 200 and
600. The L.C.C.and the Board of Education make grants to the Com-
mittee and voluntary contributions help to finance the scheme, while the
school buildings, lighting, and heating are provided free by the L.C.C.
A stafl of trained, paid organisers have the assistance of voluntary
helpers to run evening programmes of great variety, from organised
games and singing to reading and handwork. The Centres are open
from 5 to 7 p.M. during the school terms, and during the summer holidays
Day Centres are held in the school playground.
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club or company leader keeps in close touch with the Play Centre
organiser.

The Play Centres, with their trained helpers, have given the chil-
dren interests and opportunities for expression which need to be fostered
and encouraged if their full value is to be reaped. It is surely a great
loss in every respect when the enthusiasm for these activities peters out
through lack of opportunity, yet this happens in a great many towns
where the over 14's clamour for admittance and have to be turned away.
In many cases they cannot be passed on to clubs, for they are non-
existent, or there may be one or two run on old-fashioned lines, with no
appeal to young people who have been given a taste for something
better. If co-operation between voluntary associations and statutory
authorities could be continued over the period of adolescence by means
of grants and provision of expert instructors, the good work begun in
the Play Centres could be developed in the clubs to the great advantage
of many young people who need stimulus and guidance in their choice
of leisure-time pursuits,

2 —JUVENILE EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEES

Juvenile Employment Bureaux and Juvenile Advisory Committees.—
In many areas the Juvenile Employment Committees co-operate closely
with youth organisations for the welfare of young people. In some
cases the J.E.B. officer is also the secretary of the J.0.C., as in Cam-
bridge. In Cardiff the activity of the J.E.B. officer in youth organisa-
tions led to such development that it was found necessary to appoint
a J.0.C. secretary to take over that part of the work, and there is still
very close co-ordination. In Reading the J.E.B. officer compiled a list
of clubs, ete., open to young people for the use of the After-Care Visitors.
All J.E.Cs. keep record ecards on which is included a note of the juvenile
organisation to which the school leaver belongs, whether it be Sunday
School or Club. When School Leavers' Conferences are held, a recom-
mendation to attend Evening Classes or to continue at a club or to jein
a youth organisation, as the case may be, is usually part of the advice
for his future well-being. But the main concern, particularly of the
J.A.C,, is naturally with placing the young person in employment, and
many of the Committees, to their own regret, are too busy to do more
than mention perfunctorily the question of the use of leisure. Some,
owing to pressure of work, reserve such efforts at After-Care for the
difficult cases.

Not many towns have the elaborate organisation of After-Care
work which London possesses, so that “ following up ”* work can rarely
be undertaken. In practice, however, in many Employment Exchanges
a great deal of personal work is achieved, especially if the Secretary
is particularly interested in juvenile organisations, Since the Leaders
of the chief organisations are represented on the Employment Com-
mittee, there is much interchange of information regarding the needs of
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here and I have joined the Girl Guides, so my happiness is complete,
except for a pang of homesickness now and then, which I quickly
overcome.”

In another direction, too, clubs may play a useful part. It is early
yet to predict the effect of Junior Instruction Centres on the desire of
young people for the cultivation of wider interests in their leisure hours,
Where there iz a close link between club leaders and the staff of a Junior
Instruction Centre, unemployed boys and girls are given the opportunity
of coming into touch with club activities. The club leader or club union
secretary may be invited to address the Junior Instruction Centre scholars,
and an invitation to the club will follow—e.g. in Liverpool. Or the Junior
Instruction Centre may form a club of its own and members continue
their attachment when they leave for employment. In this way the
employed and unemployed are happily mixed. In Birkenhead such a
club, 100 strong, flourishes, and it is one of the welcome members of the
local Girls’ Club Union affiliated to the National Council of Girls’ Clubs,
Another aspect of co-operation is the resulting advantage to the Junior
Instruction Centre, faced with great difficulties of organisation, of having
amongst its members those who are trained in a elub for responsibility,
e.g. as group leaders. It is hoped, too, that the urgency of the problem
of finding suitable premises for Junior Instruction Centres, combined
with the knowledge that the number of juveniles leaving school will
rapidly diminish in a few years’ time, will result in further co-operation
between Junior Instruction Centres and Clubs, Where premises can
be shared, used as a Junior Instruction Centre in the day-time, and as
a socvial and recreational centre in the evenings, it would seem to be the
solution of a problem which might otherwise involve much wasteful
expenditure on new buildings which may be redundant in the future
(¢f. Valentine Bell's Report on Junior Instruction Centres and their
Future, Chapter 1X.).

In Nottingham, unemployed girls, though few, attended day and
evening classes of the Advance Club held in the premises of the Clarendon
Institute. In the words of the Director of Education, “It was hoped
that the result of holding the classes on elub premises would be that the
youths and girls attending would become members of a Club and con-
tinue their membership after they had found employment and ceased
to attend the Junior Instruction Classes.”

To sum up the opportunities for close co-operation between Juvenile
Employment Committees and youth organisations we cannot do better
than quote from the report of the Ministry of Labour :

“The work of advising and finding suitable employment for the
hundreds of individuals of varied types, capacities and requirements
with which each Committee deals, brings each year a widening of the
Committees’ contacts and co-operation with other bodies conecerned in
juvenile welfare. The treatment of special cases, in particular, leads the
Committees to explore new avenues and illustrates the varied nature
of the functions which Committees are being called upon to perform.
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eager to improve their occupational status. Tt is also true that education
authorities, with few exceptions, are alive to the importance of providing
opportunities for the development of wider interests, and of awakening
response from those who are as yet unconscious of the need for further
education. The Director of Education who maintains that * hobbies’
classes and recreational classes are not education ” is fortunately in the
minority, and most schemes for Further Education provide for some
general and recreational activities in addition to their voeational courses.
A quotation from the Report on Education in Kent will illustrate this
outlook :

“ A marked tendency in evening work is a demand for courses of
& more recreative character. Thisisinevitable. Hitherto, the ambitious
student has attended evening classes to better his position as a work-
man or rise to a position of responsibility or management. With the
changes taking place in industrial organisation, and the alterations
which will be necessary through the recruitment of a larger proportion
of employees with a secondary or higher education, the opportunities
for rising from the lower rungs of the ladder will be fewer. The problem
of the technical colleges and institutions for further education will be
to provide, partly through day and partly through evening courses,
more attention than in the past to the needs of the workman in order
not only to help him to become more efficient in his daily work, but
also to put him in the way of spending his leisure time suitably and
wisely. Well-conceived courses which are purely recreative in aim
will be found to be an essential part of further education.”

Recreational gymnastics are taking an increasingly important place
in the Evening Courses arranged for girls and young women. In some
areas a recognition of their value in mental and physical development
is seen in the encouragement given to P.T. Organisers to form * Keep
Fit ” Classes amongst adolescents. In Sunderland the Education Com-
mittee give active support to this work, and so great has been the demand
from girls and from older women that the organiser is busily training
voluntary leaders (most of them school teachers, many gymnasts) to
take extra classes and to carry the fire of enthusiasm to other groups
in the neighbourhood. A much appreciated impetus to good work
has been the permission given by the Education Committee to hold
the ** Keep Fit ” Classes in the halls in the Secondary and Central Schools
as well as in the Elementary Schools for the payment of a nominal fee
to the caretaker. The members pay from 2d. to 3d. per night. The
psychological effects of a well equipped and finely built hall are not the
least important factors in the value of this work. The Board of Educa-
tion and H.M. Inspectors consistently baeck any such efforts.

In many areas special Institutes concentrate on recreational courses,
e.g. in London the Women's Institutes are largely of this nature. In
Jarrow a special effort was made in one area to attract boys and girls
who would not otherwise attend classes, and for a fee of 6d. for the course,
young people between 14 and 18 could attend classes in recreational
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foster the social side by provision, in some cases, of a common-room where
students can read and play games, and there are facilities for the sale of
refreshments. The ideal to be striven for by the Heads of Evening
Institutes is set out in the L.C.C. Evening Institute Handbook, page 7 :
“ An important feature of the Women's Institutes should be the develop-
ment of social activities, so as to foster a spirit of community among
the students and to afford them opportunities for the formation of
friendships and encourage them to interest themselves in each other’s
needs and pursuits. To achieve this there are two main essentials :
(1) the institute should be made, as far as is possible, an attractive and
eonvenient place of social intercourse : (2) students should be encouraged
to take responsibility in promoting the common interests of the in-
stitute.” (A reminder is inserted that no student may attend the in-
stitute for the social activities only.)

The Literary Institutes in London, though attended in the main
by adults who have a fair background of education, and providing as
their most popular subjects the appreciation of Art or of Architecture,
also have a number of clubs, rambling, tennis, and dramatic societies,
ete., and any young members who join the Institutes find themselves
in a happy and friendly atmosphere.

One of the Polytechnics (Regent Street) has a definitely social side
as well as an educational side to its work, and several thousands of young
men and women join for the social facilities only. There is a men's
council and a women’s council elected by the members, and each section
has its own social club housed in separate buildings. Certain societies
are open to men and women, eg. Choral and Orchestral Society,
Concert Party, Dramatic Society, Rambling Club, and Sketch Club,
Debates, French, Study Groups, Religious Discussion Groups, and the
Polytechnic “ Parliament,” etc., have separate sections for men and
women, but inter-group discussions, ete,, are arranged and the women
may invite their men friends to a mixed evening. The Polyvtechnic is
also open on Sundays: in the afternocon for men with music and an
address ; in the evening for a combined Religious Service conducted by
the Polytechnic Chaplain. * Family Gatherings ™ on the first and last
Sunday of the Winter Session are open to members, students, and their
friends. * The aim of the Polytechnic is to provide complete educational
facilities as well as a club and rendezvous for young people between the
ages of 16 and 26, where every reasonable facility is available for the
training of the mind and the body; where true friendship may be
cultivated ; and where a steadfast character may be formed and the
example provided to lead an upright and unselfish life.” The fees for
membership of the Secial Club are 7s. 6d. per annum for women, 10s, 6d,
per annum for men (plus a registration fee of 1s.). Day students of the
Polytechnie (men and women) pay Bbs.

In Nottingham, an Evening Institute, known as “ The Advance
Club,” has the exclusive use of a former Council School which has been
suitably furnished for the purpose. The social side of the work has been
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during their last term at school and by granting certain concessions in
the payment of fees. It is customary to grant either free admission or
entrance upon payment of a registration fee (6d. or 1s.) to those who
enrol within a specified time. Some charge half-fees, while others accept
the full fee, returning it at the end of the session subject to a satisfactory
report of attendance and progress. Most authorities offer free student-
ships into the second and third year to those who fulfil the required
conditions : a somewhat high percentage of attendances is expected,
in some instances reaching 95 per cent. The fee for Junior Institutes
varies between 2s. and 5s. a course in urban districts. That for Senior
Institutes and Technical and Art Colleges is proportionately higher.
Most authorities have a clause allowing free entrance in exceptional
circumstances (sometimes including all unemployed).

A point of interest relevant to a consideration of the attendance of
juveniles at Evening Classes is the fact that wvocational courses
are usually ! grouped and young people under 18 (or under 21) are ex-
pected to attend three evenings a week with a minimum of six hours,
Sometimes a fourth evening, mainly social and recreational, is optional
and free to those whose attendance cards are adequately signed. General
and Recreational courses usually entail a minimum attendance of two
nights a week for the same age-group. BSingle classes and one night a
week attendance is permitted only to adults, and they are encouraged
where possible to take a grouped course.

So we find that in many areas the * hobbies "' classes are better
attended by adults than by juniors. (It is estimated that in Cardiff
while the young people attend the vocational courses the hobbies and
handicrafts classes are attended chiefly by those over 30.) Of the = 21
and over " age-group the great majority are women. This may partly
be associated with the fact that many enrol for the homecraft subjects
specially organised for them.

In contrast to the adult grouping we find that boys usually consider-
ably outnumber girls in the 14 to 21 age-group. Occasionally girls are
numerically stronger in the first year after leaving school, but it is notice-
able that after the first year the drop in attendance for girls is very steep.
There is usually a decline in boy membership, too, but not nearly so sharp,
and once the 15 to 16 year is past the attendance is generally fairly steady.
Girls sometimes pick up in the 17 to 18 or 18 to 21 age-group, but not
until after 21 does their total generally exceed the men’s.

The figures for the percentage attendance of juveniles show great
variation over the country. Differences of tradition, of industrial back-
ground, of prosperity or depression, affect the attitude towards continued
education. In some areas employers demand of their young workers
attendance at Evening Institutes (though this is more applicable to boys

1

1 All but one of the questionnaires showed compulsory grouped courses in vocational
subjects. In Sheffield, while each student is advised to undertake & number of correlated

subjects of instruction, he is not compelled to do so. In practice it is found that the
majority of students tale two or more subjects.
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feckless or is it due to the fact that their energy is sapped by spending
the whole day in the heat ? "'

There is a diversity of opinion amongst welfare superintendents as
to whether or not they should run all-round elubs for girls within a
factory, Many of them feel that a girl wants to get away from the
factory at the end of a day’s work and seek her interests outside. More-
over, they claim that they are not trained as club leaders, but as labour
managers, and that club leadership is expert work. On the other hand,
it is maintained that it is good that girls who work together should play
together. If girls working in different departments can be brought
together, that is going far to break down exclusiveness. In Farsley,
between Bradford and Leeds, where other facilities are absent, a works’
club has been running for some years. It has successfully brought into
membership girls from the spinning mill and girls from the weaving mill,
where there was strong feeling of superiority of status. Senior members
act as helpers and one of them runs the junior club (a small section only
of the workers are juniors). Meetings are held from 6 to 8 p.m. once a
week, and the climax to the year's activities is reached when the club
goes off for its summer holiday, encouraged by the firm, who release the
welfare supervisor for the purpose,

In Rochdale, where works’ clubs form an active group in the Union
of Girls’ Clubs, girls from different mills belonging to the same firm
meet in one of the mills in a joint club. Close and friendly association
exists between the various clubs and the Girl Guide companies, and there
is a loose federation which can be joined by any group, even if it only
wishes to play rounders or hold a gym. class. The membership of the
works’ clubs is roughly half and half for juniors and seniors.

In Rugby, where one large engineering firm (B.T.H.) provides more
than two-thirds of the total employment of the district, the welfare
scheme is comprehensive. Nearly 1000 girls are employed, of whom those
from 14 to 16 are in the offices, while all those on the machines are over
16.  The 14 to 16-year-old workers attend the Rugby Day Continuation
School (which is compulsory)and the firm makes elaborate provision for the
social and recreational activities of its employees. The sports section
receives enthusiastic support from a large proportion of the men, but it
has been found very difficult to arouse the girls to keenness. The responsi-
bility for organising the various sports clubs is left to the workers, while
the firm provides the opportunities. Once again it was found difficult
to find leaders amongst the girls who would undertake the secretaryship.
(It must be remembered that a great many of these girl workers are
young and many of them come in from the country round. Rugby itself,
apart from this industry, is practically a country town.) The firm has,
however, appointed a full-time leader to run a girls’ club for all-round
activities. An interesting feature of this effort is that the premises are
not in the works, but in a club house in the town. The club has a
membership of nearly 300, of which a keen but somewhat smaller group
provides a strong nucleus of attendance.
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ence of spirit. They may find an attitude of aloofness which is sometimes
attributed to resentment of “intrusion ” or to “ shyness " in the face
of unusual circumstances. The isolation of many of the towns and
mining villages is being gradually overcome by the improvement in
transport. Wider facilities for social intercourse and recreation should
do much to break down barriers.

In Lancashire the girls are not taking kindly to the idea that they
should seek employment in domestic service. Unlike the girls in mining
areas, they are not used to housework and many of them do not feel
fitted for it. Moreover, they cling to the hope that trade will revive,
when they can return to the mills. For these girls an adequate provision
of recreational facilities is a necessity, and whenever opportunities are
offered they hasten to take advantage of them.

(N.B.—The amazing development of *“ Keep-Fit " Classes within a
few weeks of launching the scheme—see section on Clubs and Un-
employment.)

In some of the industrial towns of the North, too, where the mills
or shipyards have dominated the town, very few amenities brighten the
grim atmosphere. Consequently they are not attractive as residential
centres for those who can afford to live elsewhere, and the town is entirely
& working-class area. This vitally affects the question of leisure-time
facilities on all sides. It is difficult to find adequate premises. Local
efforts to support clubs are necessarily limited, since the incomes of
the residents leave little in excess of household needs. Moreover, the
question of leadership is a vexed problem, since most of the women in
the area have had neither the opportunities to develop wider interests
nor the time to devote to running clubs, ete., for young people.

It is difficult to estimate the part played by geographical factors
in determining the provision of social and recreational facilities. Is the
apathy so frequently to be found in the South-West to be traced to
climatic conditions or the distance from industrial centres of life ¢ While
Merseyside is full of vitality, is the peculiar position of Chester part cause
of the lack of enthusiasm amongst young people for leisure-time pursuits
whether at Evening School or in the ¢lub ? Does the fact that a town
is & cathedral town affect its outlook and its social life ? Many such towns
are traditionally divided into social groups, each section mutually
exclusive, with custom securely entrenched. Similarly, many garrison
towns have a social tradition which is very strong, and there may be
no intercourse between those who are *“ Navy " or “ Army " and those
who are not. It is common, too. to find a conservative outlook which
is satisfied with things as they are, brooking no * interference * from
outside,

Yet these are the very towns where co-operation in providing
healthy interests for girls and young women is particularly desirable.

In another instance, a town may have been so rapidly industrial-
ised that in the swelling tide of material prosperity little account is
taken of the need for cultural development. In such a town in the
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2.—CoNDITIONS 0F EMPLOYMENT

Mr J. J. Hammond in The Age of the Chartists and The Bleak Age
has vividly illustrated the relation between economic conditions and
mental attitudes. Considering some of the effects of rapid industrial
development, he says : * Long hours of unsatisfactory work and poor
conditions of life inevitably increase the demand for mere relaxation
and low-level entertainment during leisure, just as they increase
the demand for catchwords in politics and nostrum-enthusiasm in
economics.”

Conversely, what may not be the potentialities of the shorter
working day towards which industry is moving? But the shorter
working day is by no means universal yet, and for many the hours of
leisure are severely curtailed. A system of periodic overtime or a change
over to the two-shift system severely checks the opportunities for social
and recreational activities and interrupts any planned course of vooa-
tional or non-voeational study. When the practice of short-time working
or of Temporary Stoppage exists, the whole outlook of the worker may
be affected, and the break in a steady and regular flow of work and the
alternation of busy days and days of idleness induce a restlessness of
spirit which penetrates his whole life and he finds it increasingly diffi-
cult to concentrate on any activity which requires thought. This evil
is particularly manifest during prolonged periods of unemployment when
the psychological effects are difficult to combat,

But the question of how a man uses his leisure is affected not only
by the hours but by conditions of work. Dr Bakke, in his study of the
unemployved man, maintains that ““ no one who has not shared the life
of the worker can realise the number of points at which the ultimate
decision as to his way of life rests with others. Habit breeds attitudes.
When so much of your life is ordered by others why pretend to be able
to do anything yourself with the rest " (The Unemployed Man (1933),
p. 10) ; and on p. 34 of the same work we find the following conclusion :
“If there are factors which stimulate men to diligent effort they will
be found largely outside the processes by which they make their living.”
If this is true it is vital to civilisation that those factors should be
considered,

How far are these conclusions applicable to young people, par-
ticularly girls and young women ? The characteristic features of indus-
trial development in our time have been, on the one hand, mechanisa-
tion, with the resulting increase in the number of repetitive processes,
and on the other, the vast expansion of the distributive trades. Both
these developments closely affect young people. In the Ministry of
Labour Report on Juvenile Employment for 1933 we are told that the
distributive trades give employment to more insured boys and girls
than any other five industries or trades taken together. Yet these are
the trades which are notorious for long working hours and, a particu-
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different occupations pointed to the following conclusions, Factory
girls on the whole wanted an active evening, with games and gymnastics
playing & prominent part. Many club leaders reported the tendency
of these girls to shout, possibly because they were accustomed to talking
above the noise of machinery or perhaps merely from excess of high
spirits. On the other hand, domestic workers, particularly the one-
maid-to-a-household group, wanted nothing so much as to sit by the
fire and have a good chat, possibly knitting or sewing, while they talked,
Their lives are often lonely, and it is the social aspects of the elub which
have the greatest appeal.

These are, however, generalisations which are often qualified in
individual cases. What a girl chooses to do with her leisure depends
on & multitude of factors, amongst which temperament plays a large
part no matter what her employment may be.

The age of the girl, too, naturally affects her choice of recreation.
The 14-year-old girl who has just left school is developing rapidly both
physically and psychologically. She often finds the transition from a
5}-hour day to an 8 to 10-hour day somewhat exacting, apart from the
nature of her employment. A large proportion of club leaders reported
that their younger members were too tired to take part in any strenuous
activities. In another way, too, the younger girl is sometimes handi-
capped. In some manufacturing trades it is customary to let the girls
run about and do odd jobs, take parcels, carry messages, ete., until
they are 15 or 16, when they are allowed to sit at the machine. This
is sometimes the case in work which requires a certain amount of train-
ing and experience (e.g. woollen underwear manufacture). On the
other hand, in unskilled work the 14 to 16-year-old workers often do
a great deal of the running about, sometimes up and down stairs, often
carrying quite heavy loads. It is no wonder that they are too exhausted
to go on to evening school or even to go round to a club evening in the
first months of such work. When they get more used to these demands
the habit of attending a club or company evening has been broken,
and the custom of dropping into a cinema has become an easy and
attractive form of entertainment offering excitement and distraction
with a minimum expenditure of effort.

Before leaving the question of the effect of industrial conditions
on the general outlook of the young worker, and particularly on her
use of leisure, it is significant for our study to notice the importance of
the part played by status, i.e. social standing measured by the type of
employment. It cuts across the whole structure of club work where
an endeavour is made to break down social barriers. Within one factory
there are many grades of wage-earners, from the office staff to the
various process workers, and usually rigid distinctions are observed
by the workers themselves. The office girls do not mix with the factory
girls. Workers on one process consider themselves superior to those
on another. Girls who do the rougher type of work, particularly if it
is dirty work, are regarded as definitely inferior in social standing even
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Wales where there is no women's unemployment problem as such, there
is acute distress in their households, and many are having to leave home
and seek employment elsewhere.

The experiments with occupational centres and with clubs for un-
employed women and girls have illustrated clearly two points. Women
hate to be labelled * unemployed,” and will often shun the most attrac-
tive centres if this distinction is made. Secondly, nearly all welfare
centres report that older women and the wives of unemployed men are
glad of the opportunities offered for recreation and for various creative
activities, but girls and young women rarely attend regularly.

A scheme tried in Liverpool throws light on some aspects of the
question. The experiment of providing Service Clubs for unemployed
women and girls was undertaken by the Liverpool Union of Girls’ Clubs
at the request of the Liverpool Council of Social Service. ** The average
girl is not out of employment for any length of time and consequently
does not regard herself as one of the unemployed. Therefore schemes
labelled * for the unemployed * do not appeal to her. In the later experi-
ments the word was dropped and the Centres became Afternoon Social
Clubs, any girls being admitted, whether living at home or definitely
out of work.” A short spell of unemployment gives rise to a feeling of
being on holiday, and consequently to a demand for recreation and
amusement rather than serious occupations. This is intensified by the
fact that most of the club members come having done a certain amount
of work at home. (It was proved useless to open the clubs at all on
Fridays, for example, because all the girls were required at home to
help with the weekly cleaning.) To sum up in the words of the Organiser
of the Women’s Service Clubs: “The moral seems to be that while
there is need for educational classes such as the University Settlements
have organised (e.g. for typists who are anxious to attend classes in
shorthand and languages) there is a very active demand for social
clubs, and this should not be treated as a specific problem but as an
aspect of the much wider question of the training of women to use their
leisure time. The fact that unemployment is still a transitory state in
the lives of most of the women and girls emphasises the importance of
treating any schemes for their benefit in the elosest possible connection
with such permanent organisations as the Girls’ Club movement,”

How far is the Girls’ Club movement responding to these oppor-
tunities  The National Council of Girls’ Clubs has always urged that
special centres for unemployed girls are inadvisable, and that in a
period of enforced leisure girls’ clubs offer better opportunities for creative
activities in a normal friendly atmosphere. In all the efforts made to
provide facilities for imemployed girls, emphasis has been laid on the
refusal to segregate employed and unemployed. Realising the value of
preserving mental and physical fitness, the N.C.G.C. has pressed for the
provision of activities on the lines of the * Keep-Fit "' Classes in Sunder-
land (see description Part I. Sec. VIL.), particularly in areas where there
is severe unemployment., Under the auspices of the National Council of

¥
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some 30 centres, including some of the coastal towns of Cumberland.
There is great scope for the development of club work amongst unemployed
women and girls in this county. The Society of Friends have been
working on behalf of the men but, apart from the comprehensive series
of Evening Classes run by the Education Authority, there appears to be
very little for girls and women outside Whitehaven (where a club is
now open every night in the week). Similarly, in South Wales efforts
have been made through the South Wales Council of Social Service
and the Society of Friends, Oxford University, and others (e.g. at Risca
Bargoed, Brynmawr and Maes-y-haf), but chiefly on behalf of un-
employed men. There has been no unemployment problem on a large
scale for women and girls, since it is an area of heavy industries. As
in other mining areas, girls have generally been at home in the days of
prosperity. The peculiar configuration of South Wales, with its many
valleys running roughly north to south, has made inter-communication
difficult. Each valley has its own mental outlook : the social traditions
of the Rhymney Valley are unlike those of the Rhondda, so that psycho-
logical problems as well as the physical features of the country are barriers
against co-ordination.

Many of the girls of South Wales, and a large proportion in the
Rhymney Valley, stay at home till they are 18 or 19 years of age (many
of them are secondary school girls, see Part 1. Sec. IX.). There are
600 school leavers annually in the Rhymney Valley in some 20 villages,
but there are only 2 clubs.

In many of the villages it is exceedingly difficult to find premises.
Sometimes a room is offered in the men’s welfare centre. In one or two
cases a boys’ centre is willing to accommodate the girls on one night.
Church halls and school-rooms occasionally have a spare room, but until
recently the need for social centres for girls and women was not felt,
and any available accommodation was needed for men’s centres.

The club movement has made valiant efforts to overcome some of
these difficulties. An organiser links up the clubs in the valleys in one
Union (the South Wales Coalfields Union) and another union is formed
in Cardiff and District. A camp, erected and equipped through the
generosity of the President of the Unions, is open throughout the summer
months, and relays of girls from each valley spend a week on a beautiful
site by the sea. The girls themselves pay a nominal sum saved during
the rest of the year. Some girls from South Wales with aid of grants
also attended a training week organised at Harlech, where a course in
physical training was taken by the P.T. organiser of the N.C.G.C. But
the need to co-operate in the provision of creative leisure-time activities
and recreational opportunities is great, and an organiser in each valley
could do much to link up the existing efforts and explore the possi-
bilities of development in the towns and villages where few or no
facilities are available.

Other experiments are being made by individual clubs up and down
the country. Many clubs reduce or remit the fees of their members if
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X. HOUSING AND LEISURE

WaeN we consider the rapid development of most of our industrial
towns, in a material age when little or no thought was given to social
amenities, we realise why much ugliness came to be tolerated. To-day
we are alive to the importance of good housing and town planning in
the life of the community. We are beginning to appreciate the effects
of beautiful buildings or of dull and dreary streets on the character of
a people. In a recent report on New Aspects of the Problems of Hours
of Work, we find reference to some of the difficulties: *. . . that family
life is at a disadvantage among the working class, since there is hardly
room for the family to sit at home, It is, in particular, next to impos-
sible for individuals to undertake serious reading, and the only cultural
activities that can be undertaken in the home occur where all the family
can share in the enjoyment. . . . In general the cultural use of leisure
in the working-class home is difficult ” (Report of the International
Association for Social Progress). The provision of adequate housing
accommodation would go far towards solving the problem of the oppor-
tunities for the use of leisure.

But while a housing campaign seeks to ahbolish slums, build new
estates, and reduce overcrowding, it takes time to overcome the insensi-
tiveness of generations : in many new housing estates it is often difficult
to arouse a conviction of the need for social centres and open spaces
for recreation. In some of our industrial towns the area is so built up
that it is almost impossible to find sites for parks and playing fields.
and it is always difficult to find suitable club premises.

Young people especially are affected by these conditions, and
many are forced to seek opportunities for social intercourse outside
their own homes. The cinemas and dance halls attract large numbers.
Gaily decorated, with comfortable and inexpensive seats, the cinemas
probably owe their popularity largely to the fact that they offer an
attractive meeting place, often the only possible rendezvous, for young
people in the locality. Many have a lounge and café attached. The
uneritical attitude of the majority to the films may be accounted for
partly by the fact that the pictures themselves are often only an inei-
dental feature of the amenities of the cinema. For many, the ** pictures "
are merely “somewhere to go.” The hoardings and advertisements
bring the inducements foreibly to their notice, while they themselves
can play an entirely passive rile, with no demands upon their physical
or mental energy. Commercial enterprise, backed by substantial funds,
is able to advertise widely and to spend lavishly in making premises
a bright and gay alternative to the drabness of many of the surrounding
houses.

What has voluntary effort to offer ? After the problem of Club
Leadership, the most vexed question is that of premises. There are
clubs all over the country doing gallant work in one small room with a
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for an annual event, but rents are usually high, e.g. Reports from Club
Unions specify from £14 to £20 for the hire of a large hall for their inter-
club activities. A few find a benefactor who lends a hall entirely free.
Many have the use of school halls for the purpose, but the difficulties
of co-operation in inter-club activities are increased by the lack of
suitable halls in many towns of England and Wales,

Perhaps the most pressing need is for the provision of social centres
on the new housing estates. Every town which co-operated in the survey
expressed strongly the need for club development in such districts,
Some of these areas are without a Church or cinema. Many have no
hall of any kind for a public meeting, A great many are almost entirely
dormitory areas, the majority of workers having a journey to the city
to their daily work, The effects on the people who live there cannot be
measured in terms of material prosperity or physical fitness alone.
The psychological effects are equally important, and the opportunities
for social intercourse have a marked influence on the happiness or de-
pression of the neighbourhood. The efforts to provide leisure-time
opportunities in one of the largest new housing estates in the
country, Becontree and Dagenham, have been described in detail
(see Becontree and Dagenham, by Terence Young).

(N.B.—The Boys' and Girls’ Club specially designed, p. 72.)

This survey brings out a point which is common to many new
housing areas—the comparatively low average age of the population
and the large number of children. In Dagenham, of a total population
of nearly 118,000, half are under the age of 18, and the average age
is as low as 23. These facts emphasise the need for the provision of
recreational facilities for young people.

In many new housing areas neighbourhood groups have been
formed. A Community Association, often initiated by the tenants,
may, by voluntary labour, build a hall of its own, as in Newton Heath,
Manchester, a housing area of about 950 houses. Newton Heath Guild
of Neighbours has an open club for girls (with a membership of 95)
which is affiliated to the Manchester, Salford and District Girls’ Club
Union. The ages range from 4 to 18 years and upwards, and since the
hut built by the members consists of one room only, one night a week
is all that can be allotted to them for their club. In spite of these limita-
tions, a variety of activities, athletic, educational and social, are carried
on, although the difficulties of holding classes in physical training and
dramatics are great. The Watling Association (L.C.C. Estate) has a
Community Centre, with a Youth Club attached. Its aim is, * To
provide a friendly atmosphere in which adolescent boys and girls can
meet together, and to build character by the mutual sharing of responsi-
bility for the group’s welfare.” They have the free use of a hall, with a
small adjoining room, and pay a small sum for light and heating. The
hall is, however, constantly wanted for other purposes, much to the
inconvenience of the club. There is no playground or playing field,
but the members enjoy swimming and rambling. This club is mixed
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(Birmingham) has the co-operation of a local branch of the Birming-
ham Settlement for its juvenile work. Two other Associations, Shire-
hanmpton, Avonmouth and Sea Mills (Bristol) and Wythenshawe (Man-
chester), reported activities for boys only, the former having Boys’
Clubs and Scouts who took part in a Public Display.

An analysis of the activities reported shows that dramatics take
highest place (reported in 4 centres), while needlework, folk-dancing
and boxing are each reported twice. The following activities occur
once only : first-aid classes, handicrafts and carpentry, step-dancing,
eurythmics, boys’ physiecal training and girls’ physical training, sports
and football. Norris Green (Liverpool) gave a handicrafts exhibition
and a public display. It also has a play centre. Burnage (Manchester)
possesses a Maypole and reported the ceremony of crowning the Rose
Queen. The Watling Association (L.C.C.) has its own portable cinema
for children.

THE PROBLEM OF SUNDAY

The inadequacy of clubs or halls for the needs of the neighbour-
hood is particularly evident on Sundays, when young people have most
leisure time. Many seek distraction in parading the streets. This form
of spare-time activity is so popular in a number of towns that certain
high-roads are noted for their * processions,” particularly where cinemas
are closed. Sometimes these parades are the occasion for considerable
horse-play and some rowdyism. The local museum or art gallery offers
shelter on a cold or rainy day, and numbers of young people on a Sunday
afternoon walk in orderly fashion through the galleries and occupy the
seats available. The need for a meeting place, especially on a Sunday,
has been recognised in some towns, and various efforts have been made
to provide facilities. In Coventry, when the cinemas were closed pending
the decision on the Lord’s Day Observance Act, some of the local churches
and various Youth Organisations combined to throw open their halls
and to arrange for a musical evening after Church time. As a result,
large numbers of girls and youths flocked in. When the cinemas re-
opened these efforts were discontinued. In Hull a large educational
institution with a spacious hall has for years organised Sunday evening
concerts. A rota of public-spirited men and women has been formed
to arrange the evening’s hospitality and to act as host and hostess,
(Refreshments are provided.) Periodically the large shops and resi-
dential houses are circularised and invitations given to the shop assistants
and domestic workers to attend. The Bolton Girls’ Club also throws
open its hall on Sunday evenings and organises a series of winter pro-
grammes. In each case a good speaker is invited to give a very short
address. The great need would seem to be for a hall or lounge open in
the afternoons, with opportunity for light refreshments. A great many
yvoung people in the large industrial towns work away from their homes.
Domestic workers are often completely cut off from their friends and
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Members’ Council (see programmes in appendix for report re subjects
dealt with at conference). At the Council meetings, the main business
is in connection with clubs and the N.C.G.C. But other matters of
general interest are considered as they arise, e.g. conditions in factories
and shops: coupon trading (resolutions have been sent to N.C.G.C.
Annual Council Meeting on these questions),

“ There are great possibilities for the development of the National
Members® Council if someone had sufficient time to give to it. At the
last Conference the question of eloser co-operation between local Members’
Councils and the National Members' Council was discussed, and it was
agreed nothing more could be undertaken at present by the Chairman—
there was no one else among National Members’ Couneil Members with
knowledge (of N.C.G.C. and elub work in general) and ability or time
to do it. A resolution asking for the appointment of a ‘ Members’
Organiser * was forwarded to the N.C.G.C.”" (Suggestions for such develop-
ment will be found in Part I1.)

2. —Mimxen Crues

If girls are to play a worthy part in the life of the community it
is important that they should have the opportunity of meeting their
boy friends in a natural and healthy comradeship.

Many club members have little opportunity for taking friends to their
own homes. Moreover, it is a convention in many parts of the country
that a girl does not take a boy home until it is understood that they
are to be engaged. The dance halls and other places of entertainment
are the meeting ground of many young people. But if the friendship
is to be based on something more than the sharing of pleasures and dis-
tractions it is important that other opportunities should be open to
them. A secretary of a junior organisation which has all mixed groups
made the important observation that the value of their work was in
its basis of mutual understanding and fellowship when the girls shared
their serious study and acts of service as well as their pleasures with
the boys.

Another, the leader over a long period of an active mixed club
in a poor area of an industrial town, was proud of the fact that a number
of happy marriages had taken place between her members, who still
took a keen interest in the club. A boys’ club leader reported that he
arranged frequent “ sweetheart evenings *’ because he felt strongly the
need for giving hospitality to his members’ girl friends.

But not only do joint activities afford a greater opportunity for
good comradeship; they allow of considerable extension of activities
and interest. In dramatic work the choice of plays is much wider, and
the great difficulty of trying to find good plays to be acted by girls
only is overcome. A mixed choir, too, can undertake more ambitious
work. Joint discussions and debates afford good training in giving
consideration to other points of view.
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keeping in constant communication with the Exchanges and giving close
attention to the conditions of work of their young members.

When the club leader is also able to visit her members at home,
and establish friendly relations with the parents, it adds considerably
to the value of her work. The elub then becomes complementary to the
home and not its rival, as is often feared. The importance of linking up
¢lub work with family life is stressed in many centres, and parents are
frequently invited to club events and parents’ associations have some-
times grown out of these efforts. A few centres are proud of the fact
that they have representatives of the whole family, from the toddler in
the nursery school to the grandmother in the discussion group.

A number of c¢lubs report that the formation of a married women's
section has made a great difference to the spirit of their work, and that a
better understanding between parents and children was not the least
important result. A club which is able to organise its work in sections
according to age-groups has also the great advantage of giving its
members opportunities for responsibility and service within the club. In
one such club the juniors go as helpers to the nursery department ; the
seniors as helpers to the junior department, and so on, through all
sections. What happens in smaller clubs when such opportunities are
impossible ¥

4 —ApvLT ORGANISATIONS IN RELATION TO (LUBS

Let us look at the question from the point of view of the adult
groups. The reactions on club life and on the home are illustrated
in & report received from West Kirby. A Committee of the Mothers’
Union makes itself responsible for helping the girls’ club, saying that
they are glad to do whatever they can in recognition of all that
their daughters receive in club life. ““ As a Mothers’ Union Mother
1 find that not only does it strengthen the bond in the club world,
but it makes for a further bond of interest in the home life. And
in these days of youthful independence surely that is very much to
the good.”

In some towns the local branch of the National Council of Women
or the Women Citizens’ Association takes an active interest in the
welfare of youth and keeps in touch with girls’ elubs. Some groups
make themselves responsible for organising clubs, e.g. the girls’ club
at Berkhampstead with a membership of 250, run by the National
Council of Women. In Manchester the local Union of Girls’ Clubs co-
operated with the N.C.W. and the Women Citizens’ Association in the
** Fellowship and Service Club Committee " in opening a club which
soon reached a membership of 150. (See Part I. Sec. IX.)

The Soroptimists, a sister movement to the Rotarians, often sup-
port clubs financially and occasionally they take the responsibility for
their maintenance, €. in Leeds they organise a club for maids and
others who live more than ten miles out of town. They make the club
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the formation of married women’s sections of girls’ clubs. Married
members’ clubs have been welcomed in several areas and have been
shown to supply a real need, at the same time forming a valuable link
with the girls’ clubs.

But on the whole it would seem that co-operation between girls’
clubs and adult organisations is sporadic and rare, considering the
field open.

Many clubs are faced with the difficulty of deciding what to do with
their older members who are no longer appropriately termed members
of a “ girls’” club and yet who need a social centre as much as, if not
more than, the younger girls. If the premises are adequate a senior
section may be formed, with its own committees and its own lounge.
If the club is restricted for want of space a difficult position has to be
faced, since the club will soon cease to attract young members and
it will also lose in vitality. How many clubs take sufficient advantage
of the opportunities of widening the interests of their senior members
by introducing them to the work of adult organisations in the locality ?
How many adult organisations fail to enlist the support of members
qualified to act as helpers in Junior Clubs ? Surely there is vast scope
for extension in this direction when closer co-operation with women's
organisations would be for the mutual benefit of all.

5. —C0-0PERATION

A greater degree of co-operation between all who are working for
the welfare of the community would add greatly to the worth of much
social work in many towns of England and Wales. The achievements of
active Juvenile Organisations Committees and of Club Unions have already
been described. The results of co-operation, which is something more
than a paper scheme, are seen in the well-being of the neighbourhood
at large where there is an effective Council of Social Service. In many
towns there is no attempt at co-ordination, and youth organisations
keep themselves strictly to themselves, knowing nothing of other activi-
ties in their neighbourhood. In one town where social workers were
doing splendid individual work but found themselves immersed in their
own particular job to the exclusion of wider interests, it was resolved
to call a meeting to discuss a possible way out, The outcome was the
formation of an Association of Social Workers., They met once a month
and in turn read a paper on their own work and the possibilities of closer
co-operation with workers in other spheres. This exchange of views
had immediate practical results and much overlapping was avoided ;
greater co-ordination resulted in more effective work for the youth of
the town. BSuch an association does valuable work, too, in resolving
the conflict of loyalties which harasses so many energetic workers.
Birkenhead Union of Girls’ Clubs has recently formed an Advisory
Committee with a similar purpose of co-ordination.

a
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7—LLuBs AND Fivance

Many Old Girls’ Associations of Schools support clubs, both finan-
cially and by providing helpers. The Union of Girls’ Schools supports a
Settlement in London where club work takes a prominent part. In
many towns, e.g. Wallasey, the local High School makes itself respon-
sible for an * open ” girls’ elub.

While a few clubs have the steady financial support of a local com-
mittee, and others may have secured grants or legacies, over the country
generally clubs are constantly struggling to raise money to keep going
even though the leaders and helpers are voluntary workers. Club
members contribute a penny or twopence a night, but the total raised
by subscriptions is small, and one of the most onerous duties of the
trained full-time leader is to organise money-raising efforts. She often
has the unenviable task of appealing for funds towards payment of her
own salary. Many voluntary leaders, already busy people, have to
retire, mainly through the financial strain involved in organising efforts
to raise small sums of money. A jumble sale or a concert in a poor
district does not yield vast sums.

It would seem to be generally true that an appeal for girls’ clubs
does not rouse the enthusizsm assoeiated with an appeal for boya’ clubs.
The old tradition dies hard, and it is often difficult to get the support of
the public for recreational facilities for girls. 1t is also true that women,
as a general rule, can only contribute shillings where men contribute
guineas. This reacts on girls' elub work in various ways. One of the
consequences which needs most consideration is the low salary offered
to the leader of a girls’ club. It is almost uniformly below that of an
elementary school teacher. Neither has the club leader the security
or the possibility of superannuation attached to the school teacher's
profession. Many Settlements can offer barely more than residence and
a small honorarium to their club leaders. Many young women anxious
to do social work take a course of training in social science and are
attracted towards club leadership. With real gifts for this work, they
often reluctantly turn aside to take up a more secure and better-paid
post such as that of labour manager or hospital almoner. Many girls
who in the past might have had leisure to devote to club work now take
up professional work, and it is more and more difficult to draw upon
leisured women.

It would add greatly to the value of club work if club leadership
were looked upon as a profession open to the most pifted, since it demands
women of personality and character as well as practical qualifications.
A good salary would permit the choice of the best qualified women for
this work. The possibility of attracting voluntary helpers is greatly
increased when a well-run club is able to offer them training and
experience.

Might this not be considered a social responsibility ? Might it be
possible to have closer co-operation with the Educational Services yet
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still maintain the valuable features of voluntary service by payment of,
or grants towards, the salary of a club leader to be chosen by the volun-
tary association yet satisfying the demands of the Education Authority
as to qualifications (¢f. teachers in non-provided schools)? The Care
Committee work of the L.C.C. illustrates the happy combination of
voluntary and professional workers : the Organiser’s salary is paid and
the buildings are provided by the statutory authority, and the voluntary
workers are found and trained by the salaried Organiser. It also illus-
trates the development of the work from small beginnings by voluntary
effort to its present extent when supported by the Statutory Authority.

8, —CLues axp PusLioITy

Another question closely related to finance is that of publicity.
It is astonishing to find how few people in a locality know anything of
girls’ clubs. It may be to some extent both canse and effect of the lack
of public fervour and support. Apart from the financial consequences
of the lack of publicity, it seriously curtails the usefulness of the clubs,
gince many would-be members are unable to get in touch with them
and many apathetic young people have nothing to stimulate them to
eagerness. The need for co-ordination amongst all bodies concerned
with the welfare of young people has been stressed throughout this
report. It would be invaluable in connection with this problem. If
an attractive leaflet or poster illustrating the club facilities, as well as
the opportunities offered by Evening Institutes in a locality, could be
shown in all Libraries, Senior Schools, Swimming Baths, Employment
Exchanges, factories and stores, ete. (and possibly in waiting-rooms of
railway stations), all young people would have the opportunity of know-
ing the facilities available. Several Employment Exchanges and some
factories and stores already do this. It would form a useful link between
elubs and Junior Instruction Centres and could be made a means of
real encouragement to the young person out of work (¢f. Birkenhead),

Many clubs send oceasional notices of outstanding events to the
Press. How effective might be a regular club corner in the local paper.
(Several Scout Associations do this.) It is more likely to command the
respect of the editor if it is a Federation contribution. The effective-
ness of such an effort is illustrated by the flourishing newspaper clubs
described in Part 1. Sec. V.

Several Unions have organised efforts which have the double pur-
pose of raising funds and bringing the work of the clubs before the
public. (See the account of the ingenious Competition and Festival
organised by the Nottingham and Notts. Union of Girls' Clubs.)

The need for co-ordination and for greater publicity is illustrated
by a letter sent to N.C.G.C. recently by a club member. [It should be
noted that St Helen’s has a club union affiliated to the N.C.G.C. Leeds
has a small elub union (not affiliated) and a number of other elubs, and
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when the enjoyment of the girls, the enthusiasm of the andience and
the comments of experts proved the value of this work. It was not
merely a demonstration of the importance of physical fitness to the
health of girls and young women : it illustrated the variety in modern
physical training and the fact that beauty and health were close associ-
ates. (The setting and production and the costumes were all beautiful.)
It also gave definite proof of the value of such work in encouraging
friendly co-operation. Clubs of every type united to make the display
a successful and joyous adventure,

Competitions, displays and tests have been judged all over the
country, and the work has shown most encouraging improvement both
in type and standard.

The organisers have encouraged a high standard in dancing which
is always popular in girls’ clubs. Scandinavian dancing particularly,
with its attractive and lively music and simple technique, is peculiarly
suitable, but ball-room and other dancing offer opportunities of intro-
ducing a better style and sense of rhythm.

Athletics and games are increasingly popular amongst girls to-day,
and in order to counteract any danger of strain and to encourage a
healthy interest, a carefully graded syllabus of field events has been
drawn up and leaflets on rounders and stool-ball have been published.
The N.C.G.C. rounders and net-ball umpire tests have been found helpful
in improving this side of the games and incidentally in developing a
better spirit in matches.

One of the club leader’s most difficult problems is to find qualified
gymnasts to take physical training in the clubs. It would be ideal if
trained gymnasts could take every class, but as the demand is greatly
in excess of the supply, clubs must depend largely on unqualified helpers.
But the N.C.G.C. organisers have shown what can be achieved by such
workers under guidance (e.g. the majority of clubs taking part in the
Albert Hall Demonstration were trained by unqualified voluntary
workers). The training courses are specially devised to prepare volun-
tary workers to introduce the most modern methods into club physiecal
training,

It is significant that the work done by the N.C.G.C. P.T. organizers
is being increasingly recognised by Health and Education Authorities
up and down the country.! They work in close co-operation with the
Ling Association and the Playing Fields Association. The development
of physical training in girls’ clubs has reached a erucial stage, and it
would be a great pity if the work had to be restrieted at this point through
lack of funds. With further support the contacts already made could
be strengthened and the whole movement could go forward to the
lasting benefit of the girls and young women of the country and so of
the community at large.

T A recent development of considerable interest was the invitation given by t-hn

Bristol Education Committea to the N.C.G.C. Physical Training Organiser to organise
8 course of training in * Keep Fit"" work for school teachers and club leaders.
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that her training has included religious study and teaching on an inter-
denominational basis at a specified Training Centre,

The scheme is not intended to be a substitute for a University
Social Science course, but must be regarded as supplementary to it,
for the benefit of those who desire to specialise in club work.

Candidates who already possess special qualifications—e.g. as a
Teacher, as a Health Visitor, or as a qualified Gymnast, or who are trained
in Social Service or in Domestic Science, or who have adequate practical
experience—may be exempted from portions of the training.

A certain number of residential centres in different parts of the
country have been approved for training purposes by the Council and
others will be approved as the need arrives,

Fees have been fixed at very low rates, and the total cost to each
student for a full course, which includes registration, lectures and
examination fees, is about 34s. The cost of residence in Settlements,
ete., is additional, varying from £1 to 35s. per week. The training
includes theoretieal and practical work (see full particulars in N.C.G.C.
pamphlet “ Training in Club Leadership ). Although the scheme has
only recently been launched it has already begun to operate in London,
Liverpool, Birmingham and Manchester.

It is interesting to note that candidates who have already applied
are representative of many types of club leaders and helpers. Some
are qualified club leaders who wish to attend a refresher course and
keep up to date or to take part of the course which was new to them.
Others are younger candidates who wish to take up Club Leadership as
a career. A few are Church workers who have been encouraged to attend
by the Diocesan Secretary. Others are daily workers taking Certificate
II1., one or two of whom have had an elementary school training and
have continued their education by evening work, subsequently acting
as voluntary helpers in clubs.

The importance of training cannot be too greatly emphasised at
this time, and the vicious circle which has discouraged the entry of
the best qualified workers may be broken. Grants in aid of the Central
Training Scheme with the possibility of offering bursaries especially to
those who wish to take up residence in a Settlement, would put the
development of club work on a sound basis and help to raise the status
of the club leader. Salaries more fitting to the responsibility of the
work and the high qualifications needed would be offered more readily
to the trained and experienced leader. There are already signs of better
prospects in this direction, and good posts have been open recently for
whieh it was not easy to find applicants of sufficient merit.

III. THE CLUB MEDICAL SCHEME

Ix so far as premises and playing fields allow, clubs are doing valuable
work through recreational gymnastics and outdoor games in raising
the standard of physical fitness amongst girls. Camp holidays are also
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IV. CLUB LIBRARIES

(With acknowledgments to Misa Danislsen, Hon. Sec., N.C.G.C.)

** I December the last grant for Girls’ Club Libraries was received from
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, as the allocation of funds for this
purpose is now exhausted. This is, of course, a subject of deep regret,
because there can be no doubt of the value of the gift to the clubs which
have benefited by it. The annual report shows that books have played
an increasingly important part in club life. It is particularly pleasing
to notice the number of new interests that have been called into life
by their presence. Debates and discussions have been started, reading,
study and dramatic circles have been formed, and in Guide companies
they are used extensively in the preparation for their numerous tests
—to mention only a few of many activities which the possession of books
has stimulated.

* Another satisfactory feature of the reports is the efforts made by
the clubs to fulfil their obligations by replenishing their libraries annu-
ally. In spite of the very difficult years through which clubs have
passed owing to the great depression in trade, most of them have managed
to make their ten per cent. replenishment, and some have even exceeded
this amount. Now that better times have come it is to be hoped that
every club library will be replenished adequately as this is indeed the
only way to keep a library up to date and interesting to the keen readers,
It would be deplorable if the libraries should lapse owing to the lack
of this elementary precaution. Again, it cannot be too often insisted
that the fundamental need of a library if it is to be a success is a good
librarian who can give the members advice. The inexperienced reader
who chooses a book because it has a gay cover or because it does not
contain long paragraphs is not likely to develop into a keen and intelli-
gent reader. She must have a lead.

* One of the aims of the Carnegie Trust has certainly been achieved,
and that is to form a link between the Girls’ Clubs and the Public
Libraries. Judging from the annual reports, numbers of girls, having
formed the reading habit, now borrow from the libraries, but it is clear
that the need for guidance is even more necessary there than in the
club library.

“It will be of interest to learn to what extent our clubs have
benefited by the generosity of the Carnegie Trust during the seven years
which have elapsed since the scheme was inaugurated. Altogether,
grants to the value of £7926 were made for 288 libraries. In addition,
two supplementary grants valued at £40 were made, and £100 was
given to the Liverpool Union for a Reference Library.

“ A few of the grants were either not claimed at all or not claimed
in full owing to various difficulties, and a few libraries have had to be
returned.

‘" Besides the clubs which received grants, there were many others
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a qualified instructor and produce work of a high standard, many elubs
seem to be content with knitting and such activities as paper-lower
making, or bead-making on rather old-fashioned lines. Most Unions
strive to encourage good work by organising demonstrations and com-
petitions between clubs, while a series of illustrated articles on handi-
crafts was inserted in the members’ magazine, The Signpost. The
N.C.G.C. has urged the formation of a Central Handicrafts Board to
encourage a high standard of work and to establish a panel of experi-
enced instructors, and it has collaborated in drawing up a leaflet on
** Handicrafts in Clubs,” which will be of practical assistance to club
leaders. Many clubs throughout the country report the difficulty of
securing qualified instructors in handicrafts, e.g. one Union which used
to have experts from a local training college to take handicrafts in the
clubs found itself without help when the college was transferred to
another district. The value of trained handicraft teachers was appre-
ciated in Bristol, where the Union was able to send club leaders to a
training course in handicrafts arranged by the Bristol Education
Committee for its own teachers.

Bristol Union also took part in “ demonstrations in dramatics and
handicrafts suitable for clubs,” organised by the J.0.C.

Lectures and demonstrations by experts at the Annual Meeting
of the N.C.G.C., 1934, showed what interest could be aroused in home-
eraft, not only in actual erafts but in the whole study of the art of
furnishing the home. It would be of great value to the encouragement
of this important side of club work if an expert adviser were free (as
in the Physical Training scheme) to arrange training courses and
develop the work in all parts of the country, or if a fund were available
from which Unions could draw if they presented a scheme for securing
qualified local instructors.

Drama

The N.C.G:.C. has been enthusiastic in the encouragement of drama,
and various lecture courses and conferences have been arranged. In
London a Drama Course was organised by the Junior Committee of the
British Drama League in co-operation with various youth organisations,
and a weekly meeting was arranged in an L.C.C.. School.

A series of articles on “ Choosing a Play,” * Seeing a Play " and
** Acting ” were written for The Signpost by Miss Mary Kelly, of the
British Drama League.

Dramatic festivals are organised in several Unions, and experienced
judges are invited to give constructive criticism and advice. The choice
of plays is limited not only by the royalties but by the fact that few
good plays are written for girls only. Reference is made elsewhere
to the wider opportunities open to mixed dramatic groups, and it is
hoped that the movement towards joint activities will lead to develop-
ment of drama in the clubs throughout the country. It is remarked
by several experienced club leaders that amongst many of the high-
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offered.” This club, like several others, has boy members as “ associ-
ates ” : of, Hunslett Y.W.C.A. (Leeds). Clubs attached to Settlements
usually have numerous mixed activities, e.g. the Princess Club (London)
which arranged a Christmas Nativity Play (in which some of the most
high-spirited members acted with great reverence and restraint).

A description has already been given of the Wayfarers’ Clubs, the
White Horse Club (G.F.8.) in London, and the Y.W.C.A. Centres in
various parts of the country, which open their clubs to members and
their boy friends. See also the work done by * Clubland "’ in Walworth.

There is no doubt of the fact that the older club members are secking
greater opportunities for mixed activities (see Part I. Sec. X1.). One
of the chief difficulties in organising a greater interchange of hospitality
between boys’ and girls’ elubs is the question of suitable premises. The
lack of a spacious hall and adequate cloak-room accommodation are
obstacles in the way for many progressive leaders who would be glad
to arrange more mixed evenings.

The whole question of mixed clubs, as apart from the question of
joint activities of boys’ and girls’ clubs, is one which needs great con-
sideration. The Wayfarers have experimented in one way (see Part 1.
Sec. IL), providing much-needed opportunities for young people on
Sundays. Their success would seem to depend largely on the energy
and personality of the Centre Presidents. The Young People’s Church
Fellowships and the groups organised by political and semi-political
bodies are experimenting in other ways, encouraging a greater degree of
self-government. In the latter case a strong loyalty to a faith or to a
political belief binds the members together. In a mixed elub there is
not necessarily any such cohesion, certainly not in the early stages of
membership, and it needs a wise and experienced leader to guide the
members to work together as a team and to take a pride in their club.
Where men and women share the work of leadership, and helpers of
both gexes show what can be achieved by co-operation, whether through
juint committees or in arranging social evenings, in dramaties or other
work, then a good spirit pervades the club, and girls and youths lose
some of the self-consciousness which so often hampers early efforts
towards mixed activities.

One of the questions which must be considered in the future develop-
ment of mixed clubs is that of co-operation at Headquarters. Girls’
Clubs (accepting girls of any age) can affiliate to the N.C.G.C. Boys’
Clubs for those between 14 and 18 can affiliate to the N.A.B.C. A
mixed club must affiliate its girls to the N.C.G.C. (and some have boys
as “associates ') and any of its boys between 14 and 18 to the N.A.B.C.
It would seem to be advisable that a joint committee representing the
boys’ and girls’ organisations should consider how best co-operation
could be achieved.
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vital at this stage of development that the scheme should be supported
and, if possible, extended to include other areas as yet untouched.

It would be wvaluable if such expert Advisers in Handicrafts,
Music and Drama could be at the service of the clubs. A grant towards
a Central Fund from which local Unions could draw for an authoritative
scheme of development or in aid of the salaries of local experts would
be of great value in encouraging a good standard of work in these activities
which are of such importance in the clubs.

The value of Club Libraries has been proved in a great many
centres, and a renewal of the grants would be welcomed, both in stimu-
lating clubs where a library already exists to keep up to standard and
in helping other clubs to start a library with a good nucleus of books.

Camp Holidays are a happy feature of club work, and it is to be
hoped that development will be possible in the future. Grants towards
holidays, both by permitting the purchase of camp sites and in giving
help to poor members towards the expenses of club holidays, have been
much appreciated in the past, and an extension of this provision would
be valuable.

With regard to the expansion of club work in areas where there
are few or no youth organisations, a strong case has been made for the
need for open clubs. While some of the National Societies provide
such clubs, it is felt that their valuable efforts should be supplemented
by open * unattached * clubs fo serve those girls not brought under
their influence. There is an urgent need for greater opportunities
for mixed activities (especially for the over eighteens), whether by
the establishment of mixed clubs or by the organisation of more joint
activities between boys' and girls’ clubs. In newly developed housing
estates, particularly where there is no social centre, the establishment
of such open clubs is vital to the well-being of the young people.

The distressed areas have a special claim to encouragement, and
there is a great need in many towns of the North-East, the North-West
and South Wales, where no social centre exists,

But it is not only in the distressed areas that there is the need for
such centres. Certain industrial towns in process of rapid development
have not felt the need for offering ** fuller opportunities for an enlightened
use of leisure.”” Except for the Churches and the Evening Institutes,
which appeal only to a minority, commercial enterprise has been largely
left to take the field. Yet the needs of young people in these more
prosperous towns are none the less great because they pass unrecog-
nised, and much pioneer work will be necessary to arouse a due sense
of public responsibility.

Perhaps in this connection the needs of a general group of workers
could be urged. Maids in residential areas and in hotels and boarding-
houses are often strangers to the districts in which they work. Many
come now from the * special ' areas. Their needs are often somewhat
different from those of the industrial worker. A club with a friendly,
home-like atmosphere, where the girl can drop in when she is off duty,
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Needs for Further Development.—About 50 per cent. of the clubs affiliated
to the B.U.G.C. are within a mile radius of the city centre. There are fow
clubs in residential distriets, A small proportion of the clubs are in densely
populated areas north-east of the city, i.e. Smethwick, West Bromwich, Old-
bury, Tipton. In Smethwick the Midland Divisional Secretary of the Y.W.C.A.
reports : “ A really good piece of work can be done if we had our own hut.
It has been proved that there is a great need of a club open on Sunday and
in dinner-hours during the week. A good central building would help to make
co-ordination possible in this area.”

New Housing Estates—Clubs are urgently needed on various new housing
estates in outlying parts of the eity. On the King's Standing estate (4000 new
houses) there is pressing need for expansion of club work, The Birmingham
Bettlement extension work at King's Standing is seriously hampered by lack of
accommodation, and additional paid, trained club leaders are urgently needed
on the housing estates, In Acocks Green, where a Y.W.C.A. club meets in
the school hall, “ & good hut with possibly a full-time worker " is asked for.
On the Perry Common Estate there is great room for development, and a club
open every night of the week could be used to full advantage.

Needs of Special Groups.—More senior clubs are wanted with * mixed "
activities. A great proportion of leaders give as their reason for falling off
in club membership, “ Girl leaves when she begins courting,” * No sex interest
in club,” “ Girls leave as soon as they ‘ get a boy.’” One leader's comment
runs, “ Only the girl who can't get a young man comes to the club.”

Suggestions ;

1, That more clubs shall provide opportunities for girls and boys to work
together at elub activities (e.g. dramatic classes, handwork (for junior clubs),
swimming classes, hiking, summer club holidays, lectures, music, etc.).

2. That members shonld be encouraged to meet for ordinary club
activities, not only for socials and dances.

3. More clubs of the “drop in" type wanted, i.c. where opportunities
are given to read papers, talk, play table games, etc., in addition to club
classes (on somewhat similar lines to a University student’s club).

4. More co-operation with Local Education Authorities is desirable,
e.g. attendance at a recognised club class to count as an evening school
attendance.

Club Leaders.—The most pressing need is an adequate supply of trained
helpers, both in the centre of the city and on the new housing estates., Clubs
are continually breaking up through lack of good leaders. There is urgent
need for trained club workers both paid and voluntary in Birmingham ;
additional financial support is necessary if the existing facilities for training
are to be used to the best advantage."”

BRADFORD
Statistics from Census of Occupations (published 1934)
Total population, 208,041
Population of Females 14 years and over. : : . 132,933
Do, Oecupied (including those out of work) . . 60,108

Do. Unocoupied . . . . . . 7285
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no doubt be encouraged for some definite undertaking of general interest.
It is difficult to attract or retain girls who work in factories who seem to have
no interest either in educational classes or existing organisations for girls
(ages 15 or 16 to 22). The investigator suggests encouragement of interest
in sport, dramatic and operatic activities, ete. in more of the works.

Faversham reports clubs of various kinds and suggests that the question
of future development might be discussed in conference with leaders of existing
clubs.

Folkestone reports the difficulty with regard to young people employed
in the hotels and boarding-houses, owing to the seasonal nature of the work
and the awkward hours. This applies in a lesser degree to young shop assist-
ants. Further development is needed to provide for girls at present un-
attracted to any religious or social body—*a detachment which develops
from the date of school leaving."

Maidstone considers that local girls are very well provided for, but
** the majority of girls engaged in clerical work appear to lose touch with their
clubs shortly after obtaining work—probably on account of evening studies,
There is also a very low type, fortunately rare, that it is found almost im.
possible to interest.”

Margate urges that *the existing organisations are inadequate—
through lack of public support, suitable leaders and sufficient accommodation.
A club is needed open each evening and all day (or afterncon and evenings)
and Sunday, for domestic workers and others working away from home."

Medway is concerned with the fact that 70 per cent. of the girls regis-
tered at the bureau (14-18 years) are unconnected with any organisation,
" Throughout the whole of the Medway area there appears to be a need for
some Association for older girls 16-18, It might be possible for the present,
voluntary association to be developed, but for them to be successful they
would have to be an advanced unit in order to counteract the outside at-
traction. The real difficulty is to find suitable and alert leaders, and it is
very doubtful if with the taste she has had of freedom, the girl of 16-18 can
be attracted to a club. It is suggested that attention should be devoted
more to the 14-16 girls: fuller development of Old Scholars’ Associations :
the possible organisation of Evening Classes in the direction of forming from
them Social Associations: the development of the proposed Instruction
Centres on definitely social lines as well as education and handicrafts,—this
ig considered important. (An important point to bear in mind is that nearly
700 girls are attending Evening Classes in the district during the winter
months).” It is noted that there are no halls or premises known other than
those used by various societies for existing meetings, and there are no play-
grounds other than the Chatham Football ground which could be utilised or
rented.

Ramsgate reports that apart from the girls who do not wish to belong
to a club of any sort, there are “girls who might benefit by attendance but
who, having ceased to attend at 14, do not care to rejoin. A number of girls
cease attendance when, or soon after, they leave school, on account of em-
ployment, difference of outlock, ete.”” There is no open club for girls in
Ramsgate, and voluntary organisations are needed in the new housing areas
at Whitehall and, to a smaller degree, at Newington. There appear to be
no halls or other premises, including playgrounds, available at reasonable
rents for development purposes.
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LIVERPOOL UNION OF GIRLS' CLUBS

Map showing possible sites for Crus INstrrorss in relation to existing
Jurnior InsTRUcTioN Covrers and Evexmvg INsSTITUTES

LIVERPOOL.
Map gf Wards.

MERSEY

B Junior Evening Institutes.
8 Junior Instroction Centrea. (Those in Warda 11, 91, 37, 19 and 24 in oxistence; others contemplated.)
@ Possible sites for CLus InstrruTes.  (That in Ward 21, Shaw Street, in existence,)

Numbers indieate Wards as follows :—

1. Bandhills, @ Ahercromby, 17, Algburth. 25, Walton, 29, Wavortree Weat.

2. North Seotland, 10, Gt G a 18. Edge Hill, 28, Warbreck, 4. Wavertres,

8. Bouth Secotland, 11, Brunswick. 10, Kensington, 27. Fazakerley. i, Allerton.

4. Vanxhall, 12, Dinglo, 20, Low Hill 28, West Derby. 30, Much Woolton,

i, Exchange, 13. Princes Park. 21, Everton. 20, Anflald. 47, Garston,

A, B Anne's 14, Granby. &2 Netherfield. 30, Drecicheld, 45, Ohildwall,

7. Cnstle Strest, 15, Selton Park Eaet. 28, Bt Domingo. 31. Falrilakl. Hh, Little Wooltow,

8. Bt Petor's. 16, Safton Park West, 24, Kirkdals, 32, Old Swan, ., Oroxtoth,
LONDON

Enquiry by the N.C.G.C. into recreational facilities available for girls

and young women and the need for development,

Care has been taken not to overlap with the enquiry made for the survey
of London Life and Labour, and close touch has been kept with the investigator
on “ Leisure.” Questionnaires were sent to leaders of London clubs, as in
the rest of England, through the National and Local Organisations, and an
area enquiry form was filled in by a few workers who were familiar with the
facilities and needs of a locality, I am much indebted to the Survey Assistant,
Miss J. Nicholson, who brought together the bulk of the material and made
supplementary enquiries in London. She is also to be credited with many of
the suggestions for development,
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Co-operation—There is & great lack of co-ordination and co-operation in
the borough, especially amongst Church and Mission organisations. The
leaders do their best to keep in touch with each other in many cases, but
owing to the absence of any leisured class in the district, every worker has
to do far too much committee work, and lacks time to follow up suggestions.
There is no time for the elerical work involved in running & Club Federation,
J.0.C. or C.8.8., although the need for such organisations is appreciated,

Leaders —All find it difficult to get helpers or expert teachers from
Central London, and all must rely on their own residents to carry on the
elub work, largely in isolation from the rest of London. There is also a good
nucleus of willing helpers amongst the more responsible Rangers and club
members, especially those who are members of churches, and help with activi-
ties such as Sunday Schools, play hours, Guides, Brownies, ete., But they
need a wider background and opportunity for interchange of ideas.

- Accommodation.—All clubs are hampered by lack of adequate premises,
and many are forced to share with other organisations, Some partially
solve the diffioulty of arranging handicrafts and physical training classes
by co-operating with the local Evening Institute, But this does not solve
the problem, and rehearsals, displays, ete., are almost out of the question,

Scheme for Development.—It is suggested (Miss J, K. Nicholson) that a
Club Institute should be provided (cf. Islington) with special facilities for
administrative work. It would seem essential to have a daytime clerical
organiser and a resident club organiser. The eclerical organiser would be
qualified to undertake the supervision of social science students for visiting
and after-care work, on Care Committee lines, and she would be responsible
for the organisation of a Club Federation and possibly a J.0.C., and for the
running of an information bureau for all clubs, whether affiliated or not.
The bureau would thus act as a clearing house of information for all statu-
tory and voluntary organisations. The club organiser would arrange courses
and demonstrations of handicrafts and physical training, and she would aim
at training local girls as leaders, and would visit clubs as well as give courses
at the Centre. The Club Institute would have a large hall, other rooms for
classes, office accommodation, possibly one or two rooms for visitors {teachers
and other workers in the area have a great difficulty in finding suitable accom-
modation), a reference and lending library for all branches of club and social
work, and a comfortable rest-room open for girls who wanted to meet leaders,
to enguire about clube, or to discuss club matters informally, either as club
members or helpers. Co-operation with the Poplar libraries would be encour-
aged, and they would probably be prepared to supply boxes of books for
fixed periods.

The local authorities are very willing to co-operate, and it should be
possible to obtain grants and coneessions from various bodies represented
in the area, A certain revenue would also accrne from the letting of rooms
to outside clubs for occasional activities for which they have not space, but
the aim should be always to have rooms free for general purposes. The
Institute could also aid the development of new “open” clubs, throngh the
Federation and in co-operation with local bodies, but it would not seem desir-
able to have a club in connection with the Institute.

A building in the neighbourhood of Burdett Road (South Poplar end)
would be central for all parts of the borough, and accessible for those coming
from the City, Stepney, Mile End, ete,
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between organisations situated in fairly close proximity. But there is no
body to which application can be made for details of the work done in the
borough as a whole. Nearly all the workers are either very busy salaried
social workers who have to devote themselves first and foremost to the
particular job for which they have been engaged, or voluntary workers and
social science students living outside the area.

It is not possible for them to do the extra work involved, keeping track
of achool leavers, or keeping in touch with club leaders. The Head of a
Women's Evening Institute said that a great many of the girls in her area
were in blind-alley jobs and had long hours of work. The staff had not the
time to visit girls who did not eontinue their classes and did not respond to
cards of reminder. The elubs, of course, kept track of their members, but
other girls were outside any organisation at the time when they most needed
help, i.e. at 16, when they entered into insurance and were liable to be dis-
missed to make room for younger uninsured workers. She had suggested
to the Care Committee workers that they should form some kind of after.
care committee for these cases, but though they agreed as to the need, they
could not spare the time.

Another great drawback is the lack of any training centre for club leaders
and helpers in the Islington area. There are many senior club girls and
outside helpers who are greatly in need of training classes in handwork,
physical training, and general elub methods within easy reach of their homes,
and adapted to the needs of their district,

There is no central building for club meetings and displays, except the
Town Hall, and the halls belonging to the various missions, ete.

The chief needs of the district seem therefore to be, co-operation and co-
ordination, training of workers, after-care work with school leavers, and
development of existing clubs to attract the rougher type of girl who needs
gkilled leadership and varied activities.

The solution proposed is the founding of a club centre, in charge of a
trained club organiser. It would need a large hall for displays, rooms for
classes of all kinds, and if possible enough ground for netball practice, at least.
This should not have any clubs of its own but should afford facilities for leaders
to bring their own members up for demonstration classes, and possibly provide
accommodation for dramatic groups, and other activities for church clubs,
which can only use their own premises one night a week. Small clubs which
cannot make up the numbers for L.C.C. classes might combine for elasses with
an L.C.C. teacher at the Centre.

A club workers' reference library and reading-room, and a rest-room
open for any girls who liked to make use of it at odd times, would add to the
usefulness of the centre.

This Institute would serve as the Headquarters for a Loecal Federation
of Girls’ Clubs, and also, if possible, for a J.0.C. and (.8.8.

After-Care work might be organised with the help of students and other
voluntary workers as in the case of Care Committee offices, and a good system
of registration of all youth groups, whether affiliated to a local Federation
or not, would make the centre a most useful source of information concerning
voluntary and statutory organisations.

It should be possible to gain the support of various public and philan-
thropic bodies for such a scheme if it were carried out with the co-operation
of all local organisations, and it might be feasible to link it up with a scheme
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engaged in offices and shops. In some cases families from very poor housing
areas outside the borough are being brought in to the houses left vacant by
local families who are moving further out. This is happening in particular
on the Marquess of Northampton Housing Estate, where families are being
moved to a similar estate in Canonbury.,

Co-operation.—There is no Club Federation, no J.0.C., and no C.8.8.
There is co-operation between clubs and local Care Committees with regard
to school leavers, and good work is done by the J.A.C., which has a list of
juvenile organisations and tries to put girls in touch with the clubs. There is
some co-operation with L.C.C. Evening Institutes, and from time to time a
sports meeting is arranged, through the Bath Street Evening Institute, with
local clubs (* The Finsbury Girls’ Sports ).

On the other hand, there is a great deal of overlapping, especially with
the younger members, who sometimes belong to three or four organisations,
with the result that they feel no loyalty towards any of them, and drift away
at 14. Another result of this overlapping is that clubs have fairly good
membership, and it looks on paper as though the needs of the district are
being met, when the fact is that the same girls are being catered for several
times, while many of those in need of club facilities are untouched, and the
real problem is unsolved. It seems likely that there will be an increase of
the rougher type of girl in the district, and efficient workers and modern
methods will be needed if clubs are to attract them. The fact that Finsbury,
unlike Islington, has only & small proportion of better-off residents increases
the difficulty of finding workers.

The solution would seem to be the same as for Islington—the provision
of a Club Institute and Centre—and it should be possible for the one Centre
to serve the needs of both boronghs. The Centre would provide training
facilities, accommodation for displays, ete., an office for linking up local
organisations, and a Headquarters for a Club Federation, and possibly a
J.0.C. and C.8.5. (gee Islington Section). As so many of the clubs serve both
Islington and Finsbury, it might be possible to have a joint Federation, or,
alternatively, separate bodies working side by side. Workers for Finsbury
might be recruited from districts outside the borough by means of appeals
and publicity,

The following remarks are taken from the questionnaires received :

* Further development of existing clubs would help. Supply of teachers
for various handicrafts, also classes where leaders could learn new work—at
reasonable price and hours * Great lack of playing fields and voluntary
instructors. Further development of present clubs needed.” * Helpers

needed."”

HAcENEY AND SToHE NEWINGTON

Information from seven questionnaires (units of G.F.8., G.L.B., L.G.CU.).
Hackney (East) and Stoke Newington (North) are considered together, as
they have a joint Couneil of Bocial Service.

Hackney has poor districts, with some better housing. Stoke Newington
has a larger residential area. The area is served by Victoria Park, Hackney
Downs, and Hackney Marsh.

The girls are employed either locally or in Town, in factories, offices,
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Many of those in the poorer districts are factory workers, and there are a
large number of domestic servants and hotel workers employed. The Ken-
sington Federation of Girls’ Clubs (Secretary, Miss Wrigley) has 16 clubs
affiliated, with a total membership of 700. (See Tables IL and 111.)

The West London Division of the Girl Guides (including Kensington
and Notting Hill) has & total membership of 1900, of which 168 are Guiders,
243 Rangers, 785 Guides, 627 Brownies, 13 Cadet Rangers, and 64 Sea
Rangers.

Two organisations, the * Quest” in Clarendon Road, W, 11, and the
“ Venture " in the Portobello Road, W, 11, run many activities on Settle-
ment lines. There are two Y.W.C.A. Centres (Earl’s Court and Brompton
Square) open daily and on Sundays, and catering mostly for maids. Clubs
for girls are run by the Harrow and Rugby Missions ; there is & club for Jewish
girls, and the Magnet Club for girls from the provinces in domestic service,
ete., in the borough. This was started through the C.8.8. at the request of
the Juvenile Employment Exchange in South Kensington.

A Community Centre is being buil, through the C.8.8., in Dalgarno
Gardens, North Kensington, to serve the new housing estates.

The following remarks are taken from questionnaires received :

** The organisations in Kensington are very fairly adequate for its needs,
but the club side might well be more encouraged by employers of domestic
servants. There is a need for greater co-operation between employers and club
leaders, and the former, as & whole, do not take sufficient interest in intro-
ducing new maids to desirable amusements and friends.” (Maids’ Club,
Church Street, Kensington.)

Another leader at a club (The Quest) which caters mostly for factory
workers, states that there is a lack of co-ordination between clubs. Several
others mention the need for development and co-operation in club work,

While there is a Club Union and a strong Council of Social Service, there
appears to be a certain lack of co.operation between individual clubs and
other organisations. It is suggested that closer co-operation would result
from the affiliation of the Kensington Federation to the C.8.8., and if possible
mutual representation on the respective committees,

The Federation might also consider it advisable to have a publicity cam-
paign in the borough, in order to get into closer tonch with employers and
maids who wish to hear of suitable clubs,

Papnmwaron

Information from the Paddington Federation of (irls' Clubs (Secretary, Miss
Hogarth) and from questionnaires sent in by 12 clubs (Federation Clubs (4,
G.FS. (4), G.L.B. (2), MABYS. (1), Y.W.C.A, (1)).

Notes on Social and Economic Conditions.—The borough contains resi-
dential neighbourhoods, and poorer parts, eg. the Paddington Station
area. Many girls work in offices and shops in the City and West End, some in
domestic service and hotel work ; some are employed in factory work.

Facilities and Needs—There are a Girls’ Club Federation and a Council
of Social Service in Paddington. Details of the 8 clubs, with a membership
of 463, will be found in Tables II, and III. Other organisations include Girl
Guides, total 1725 (Guiders 128, Rangers 176, Guides 767, Brownies 622,
Cadet Rangers 18, Sea Rangers 14),
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that four mixed Choirs entered for the Choral singing, and that the innovation
of having a scene from a modern play for the Dramatic section quite justified
itself,

The Union has a netball league, and the tournament appears to be
appreciated by both the girls and their leaders. Other branches of the work
are the two annual Sunday Services, one for Church of England and Free
Church Members, and the other for Roman Catholies, the provision of holidays,
and the Club Members’ and Club Workers' Conferences. There is a Cirls'
Standing Committee whose members help with competitions, displays, ete.
A great point is made of the provision of holidays for members. In 1933
82 girls drawn from 22 clubs visited Barn House as guests of Her Majesty
the Queen, 69 other girls were helped to take a holiday and grants were made
to 9 clubs towards club parties. Details of the 96 clubs with a membership
of 8583 will be seen in Tables II. and ITI. Four of these clubs are also in
the 8.I.U. and some are in local Federations. It will be seen that there is
& high proportion of Church clubs of all denominations (including those of
the Jewish faith), that there are 10 units of National Organisations, and 10
clubs which belong to the F.W.G.C. which offers much the same facilities
in the way of competitions, leagues, ete., as the L.G.C.U. It is encouraging
to note that as many as 42 are open for three or more nights a week, althongh
in some cases this means that there are different nights for the different age-
groups which only meet once a week. A very small proportion open on
Sundays, apart from Bible Classes (13).

Twenty-one clubs (excluding those outside the London Boroughs) sent
in questionnaires. (Membership, 7 of 50, 6 of 200, 3 of 100, 2 of 20, 2 of 300 and
1 of 950.) A large proportion of these have paid full-time or half-time workers,
in addition to voluntary workers. They are nearly all open winter and summer,
with the exception of holiday periods. Some of the girls come from bad
housing areas, some from new. 10 clubs are predominantly or only for
factory workers, two clubs have only clerical workers, while 8 are fairly
evenly mixed,

In most cases the members are either represented on the Executive
Committee of the club, or have their own Sub-Committees. There is a
fair proportion of inter-club activities. 9 have mixed evenings monthly or
oftener, 4 only occasionally. All have a religious basis and most have religious
observances of some kind in the club; 18 have libraries (6 with Carnegie
Grants) ; 9 have co-operation with the L.C.C. for educational facilities:
3 co-operate with the J.A.C., 1 with the W.E.A. Details of club classes show
that of the handicrafts knitting comes first (17), then embroidery (12), dress.
making (10), basket and leather-work (7), raffia (6), rugmaking (4) ; 14 have
socials, 11 music, 9 drama, 9 lectures, 5 debates, 3 hobbies, 4 nursing, 7
dookery. -

Fourteen have physical training, 15 dancing (2 ballroom dancing only),
11 rambles, 11 netball, 8 swimming, 4 hockey, 10 indoor games. 10 have a
guiet room, 16 canteens, 16 holidays (12 run by themselves), 9 have some form
of arrangements for help in sickness.

The L.G.C.U. succeeds in bringing together members of different de-
nominations and faiths by means of its activities. It would seem to run
parallel in many ways with the F.W.G.C,, and there appears to be some over-
Inpping. This applies also to the clubs affiliated both to the L.G.C.U. and
the S.I.U.
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long tradition of democracy. He criticises the popular articles on * Welsh
girls in London " and urges the need to remove the false impression given.

While remarking on the good results of the development of secondary
schools in Wales, he is concerned by the fact that * hundreds coming out of
the University, Technical Schools, Secondary Schools and the Elementary
Schoole have nothing to do. Here is the problem. What can be done for
them ¥ They become bored with the humdrum existenoce of being nmemployed.
They seek life in all sorts of things—cinemas, dance-halls, whist-drives—some
even in dog-racing and gambling—but my experience is that few of these who
become absorbed in these things are the girls of the Churches. . . . I am
convinced that with a new vision and enthusiasm and sufficient financial
assistance, the Churches could provide much of the accommodation and
workers necessary to save the rising generation by guarding their leisure hours.
The need is for trained and sympathetic leaders. Could not vour Council
train them i—but let them be girls from our Churches—in full sympathy with
Church work, and willing to co-operate with the officers of the Church. T
regret to find very often that those who become absorbed in social work de-
velop a blind spot and fail to see the difficulties under which the Churches
work and misinterpret the lack of resources for the lack of sympathy.”

The work of the Settlements—Settlements with a nucleus of voluntary
helpers have been established in several of the valleys and most of them include
girls’ elub work in their many activities. At Maes-yr-Haf in the Rhondda
valley and Merthyr Tydfil in the Merthyr valley, Bargoed in the Rhymney
valley and Oxford House at Risca (the easternmost centre), helpers and leaders
take part in club work. Bargoed and Merthyr both appeal urgently for
extension of their work. Merthyr particularly needs a trained club leader,
Risca has a waiting list, but owing to the lack of space it is not able to develop
club work for girls as it would like. The needs of the district are given as
“new clubs and qualified instructors in handicrafts, physical instruction
and drama. Classes in this area are so far apart that co-ordination in any
way is difficult. Our own work is hindered by lack of finance, helpers, premises
and equipment, but especially of premises and helpers.”

The various clubs in the valleys which sent in questionnaires all reported
inadequate premises, and all needed help towards equipment, several mention-
ing specifically a sewing-machine and material for needlework. Several
reported the difficulty of keeping up interest without opportunities for in-
dividual work, such as handicrafts, and for combined social activities.

Several club leaders who were finding it difficult to keep the interest of
girls over 14, asked for opportunities for training. In reply to the guestion
upon what lines development was most needed, the answers were “‘to get
someone to show us really how to run a club properly.” * Some girls do not
know what they want, and the few regular and faithful leaders find it hard
and disheartening. But after all, we as leaders are not trained.”

But while some leaders were finding it difficult to keep their girls interested,
one or two centres reported a waiting list, e.g. a centre in the Rhondda valley,
which feels that the greatest need of the girls in the Pentre area is for a * Club
House " of their own. The girls show great eagerness to join the existing
club, which is limited * by inadequate premises due to lack of finance . .
once established in a permanent building, we will be able to work up funds
for equipment, ete., and obtain the services of qualified people for crafts and
activities.”
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